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Widening of U.S. 82 being explored
' Improved infrastructure key to economic
development in local areas

Mike Dreyspring, center, with Lions Johnnie Fitzgerald, Vaughn Culwell, Melba Crutcher and Vicki Blundell

~ Mike Dreyspring, General Manager of Lea
‘County Electric Cooperative and President of
-the Lovington, New Mexico Economic Devel-
-opment Corporation, told Plains Lions Club
“members last week, “ Whatever we can do to
‘stimulate business interest in our area of South-
eastern New Mexico and the South Plains of
~Texas is to our mutual benefit.”

His visit to the club’s Thursday meeting was
‘the first of efforts by the Lovington EDC to
explore possibilities of stimulating interest of
-citizen groups in Tatum, Artesia, Lovington,
‘Cloudcroft, Plains and Brownfield to prompt
-the Highway Departments of both states to con-
_sider making US Highway 82 a four lane pas-
- -sage from Brownfield to Cloudcroft.
- Dreyspring related current problems in
‘Lovington stemming from a number of over-
the-road trucking firms not serving that city
‘because of current road conditions. He admit-
‘ted the New Mexico highway officials have

Last Hurrah
for Cowboy
basketball

expressed little interest in major improvements
of US'82, but are doing major improvements i
other areas. “ I will try to arrange meetings like
this one in those other communities, and if
enough interest is shown in the idea, I think a
coalition of citizens and officials from all these
towns could go to work presenting our ideas to
both state highway departments,” Dreyspring
said.

The EDC President said he was aware many
small, rural communities, particularly those with
predominant agricultural economies have suf-
fered recently, but, “ I have also seen indica-
tions of many working families desiring to re-
locate from large, congested urban areas to
smaller, quieter communities like ours. Any-
thing we can do to stimulate and expand our
local economies to attract these people is a huge,
positive step.”

Anumber of Lions expressed their interest and will-
ingness to possibly help form such a coalition.

Politics heat up
with early primary

voting underway

. Jared Bell soars for shot

In a bitter-sweet ending to the sea-
son, the Cowboys fell to Tahoka last
week in Bi-District action. The Cow-
boys were up by two points with just
seconds to go, but a desperate three
point shot went in for the Dogs 54-53
win.

The looming Democrat and Republican Primary Election bal-
lots this year offer voters a virtual smorgasboard of political
choices. Texas voters have two strong Hispanic Democrat can-
didates, Tony Sanchez and Dan Morales, vieing for the oppor-
tunity to take on incumbernt Republican Governor Rick Perry
for the state’s number one job. Closer to home, Incumbents Gary
Walker, R, Plains, faces Delwin Jones, R, Lubbock for the State
House seat of newly created District 83.

County races are also drawing attention. Veteran County Trea-
surer Toni Jones, D, Plains, is being challenged by Denver City’s
Barbara Wright, R. The race for Commissioner of Precinct 2,
mandated when J.R. Slentz announced his retirement from the
post, has drawn interest and a field of hopeful candidates. Den-
ver City’s Jim Maynard will face Steve Slentz as Republican
candidates for the job, whileDemocrat hopefuls Ben Coston,
Danny Moore and Leland Tucker are campaigning for' Demo-
crat votes. '

Other names appearing on ballots as unopposed candidates in-
clude; Melba Crutcher, ,Justice of Peace, Pct. 1, Troy Scott, Jus-
tice of Peace, Pct. 2, Dallas Brewer, County Judge, Jack Cobb,
Commissioner, Pct. 4, Richard Clark, Criminal District Attorney,
Vicki Blundell, District Clerk, and Debbie Rushing, County Clerk.

ok

District
Court crime
cases heard

In 121st Judicial District Court
February 19, Judge Kelly G.
Moore presiding, four criminal
cases were heard. Criminal
District Attorney Richard
Clark represented the state.

Jerome Geronimo Yzaguirre
pled guilty to DWI, third or
more. A ten year prison sen-
tence was suspended and pro-
bated 10 years. Time payments
will be made on a $1500 fine
and $237 court costs. An as-
sault causes bodily injury
charge was adjudicated. He
will serve 160 hours commu-
nity service, and attend weekly
AA meetings. He will remain
in jail up to 180 days or until
space is available in a Sub-
stance Abuse Felony Punish-
ment Facility ( SAFPF), com-
plete the drug offenders educa-
tion program, attend and com-
plete anger management coun-
seling provided by Women’s
Protective Service. David
Martinez was his attorney, and
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USDA announces
Guar Grant Funding

Southwest Guar Cooperative
Association, located in Terry
County, will receive a $500,000
value added agricultural prod-
uct market development grant
from USDA Rural Develop-
ment announced Bryan Daniel,
Texas State Director. USDA
Rural Development is charged
with assisting rural communi-
ties by administering programs
targeted to strengthening the
economy and infrastructure of
rural areas.

Southwest Guar Cooperative
Association will build and op-
erate a guar bean processing
facility in Brownfield, Texas,
that will crack the beans to ex-
tract the gum. Guar beans are a
drought tolerant legume that
grows best in a semi arid cli-
mate. The facility will purchase
the beans from cooperative pro-
ducers and serve the needs of
both producers and manufac-
turers. They anticipate being
able to process 47.5 million
pounds of guar beans annually,
Guar meal is used in cattle feed
and guar gum is an additive in

foods such as barbecue sauce,
cereal, cheese spreads, drinks,
ice cream and prepared food.
The gum is also used in oil
fields to re-establish depleted
wells. Over 100 million pounds
of guar beans are imported into
the United States annually. Ap-
proximately ten jobs will be
created when the facility is
fully operational.

“USDA Rural Development

provides access to credit to ru-
ral communities that might be
suffering from lack of employ-
ment opportunities for their
residents,” said Daniel. “Fi-
nancing small businesses is one
of the most important things
the government can do to help
a community.”
Loans and grants are available
to rural communities of fewer
than 10,000 residents. Public
bodies, corporations operated
on a nonprofit basis and Indian
tribes that are unable to obtain
credit from other sources at
reasonable rates and terms are
eligible for assistance.

The Southern Ogalalla Aqui-
fer Recharge project headquar-
tered here will soon have a new,

‘and very high-tech “ eye on the

clouds ” at the county airport.
At press time, representative’s
of Clark’s General Services of
Fresno, California, were opti-
mistic they would have a state-
of-the-art radar installation on
line and operational by the end
of this week.

The radar unit will be used to

monitor potential rain produc-

ing clouds suitable for seeding
with Sandy Land Water
District’s aircraft based here.
The radar will be able to scan a
radius of some 125 miles.
Sandy Land currently has a
contract with Yoakum, Gaines
and Terry counties for the pre-
cipitation enhancement pro-
gram, entering its third year of
operation. Gary Walker, Con-
sultant with Sandy Land, said
the three counties contain ap-
proximately 2.2 million acres.

Radar installation at county
airport to enhance cloud
seeding in area

“ Our aircraft is fully capable
of servicing at least 3 million
acres, and we are currently dis-
cussing extending our seeding
operation to portions of Lea
and Roosevelt Counties in
'southern New Mexico.”
Walker said extending the
seeding operation to the west
would be both logical and ben-
eficial for the three Texas coun-
ties. “ A great deal of potential

‘Turn To Page Two,
RADAR
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This pile of rubble was all that remained after County Precinct 3 personnel demolished
the old bath house at the county pool in Stanford Park. West Texas Concrete submitted
the low bid to construct a new, 1200 square foot building, and work should start on the
project in the next few days.

Texas wineries spring up like
grapes on a vine

Texas wines have been around
for centuries, but since the 1970s
have grown from a curiosity and
a hobby into a $100 million in-
dustry.

Spanish missionaries first
planted wine grapes near El Paso
in 1662 according to Texas Wine
Marketing Research Institute (
TWMRI) ar Texas Tech Univer-
sity. For centuries, wine grow-
ing in Texas remained more a
hobby than anything else, but
several varieties of wine grapes
thrived in the state, keeping alive
the hope bigger and better things
were to come.

TWMRI divides Texas into
three regions, and contained
within those are six wine grow-
ing areas. The Pecos County area
contains. the largest amount of
wine growing acreage for a

single county, more than 1,000 .

acres.. That’s almost a third of
the wine grape acreage in the
state and twice that of Lubbock
County, which ranks second for
acounty. The Texas High Plains,
all or part of 22 counties are the
second largest wine growing area

* in the state. The Texas Hill Coun-
try, about 15,000 square miles,
is the largest wine growing area
in the nation.

1976 was the first year wine pro-
duction numbers in Texas were
tallied. Texas’ four wine-
eries produced roughly 7,000

- gallons of wine.
By 1982, 11 wineries were oper-
ating in Texas, and in 1983 they
topped the 100,000 gallon plateau,

producing 142,000 gallons. The

number of wineries doubled fro
1983 to 1990, from 13 to 26, but
production increased more than
seven times, topping one million
gallons.

Production peaked at 1.7 mil-
lion gallons in 1997 but
dropped slightly in the years to
follow. St. Genevieve Winery
production of wine grapes in
Pecos County was so phenom-
enal in 1997 it pushed produc-
tion numbers well beyond
what the industry can normally
produce, even today.
TWMRI reports the 40 win-
eries in Texas produced more
than 1.2 million gallons in
2000. Texas Agriculture Com-
missioner Susan Combs says
the wine and wine grapes pro-
duced by Texas vineyards are
an extremely valuable crop,
returning an average yield of
about $1800 per acre. While
1.2 million gallons of wine was
not a record for production, it
was the state’s most profitable
wine grape crop. The industry
contributed more than $105
million to the Texas economy
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in 2000. It is expected the 2001
production numbers will show
another good year.
Employment in the wine in-
dustry has also grown. 40 win-
eries in 46 locations statewide
employ more than 1500 people
and contribute more than $105
million to the state economy.
St. Genevieve in Fort Stock-
ton is the largest winery in the
state, capable of producing
some 60 percent of the state’s
wine in a single year.
TWMRTI’s Dr. Tim Dodd says
the number of wineries is
climbing. “ I see another 15
wineries opening in the next
few years, most being rela-
tively small. There are more
people than ever interested in
wineries and taking courses on
wine. There’s lots of interest
throughout the state.”
Ag Commissioner Combs says,
“I believe our grape growers al-
lied with our wine makers
present real opportunities in
Texas that can equal the enor-
mous and positive impact the
industry has made in California
on agriculture and tourism.” She
would like to see the Texas wine
industry create what she calls a
“ Texas Napa ” to attract tour-
ists, and their dollars, to Texas.

Services held
here for
Mark Barron

Services for Mark Erwin
Barron, 60, were held at two
PM Tuesday, February 26,
2001, at First Baptist Church,
Plains, with Reverend Glenn
Harlin and Reverend Bill
Wright officiating. Interment
followed at Plains Cemetery
under direction of Brownfield
Funeral Home.

Mr. Barron, the son of Thomas
H. ( Tom ) Barron and Mar-
guerite Barron, died Friday
night, February 22. He was
born in Lamesa, Texas Septem-
ber 20, 1941. He attended
Plains schools, Eastern New
Mexico University and Texas
Tech University. He served in
the U.S. Army with the 101st
Airborne Division. He was a
32nd Degree Mason, and Past
Master of Plains Lodge Num-
ber 1281. He farmed and
ranched in the Plains area and
was a member of the First Bap-
tist Church of Plains.

He is survived by his mother
of Plains; Three brothers, Jim
and Darrell Barron of Plains,
and Tom Barron Jr. of Semi-
nole.
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nate over those New Mexico coun-
ties, and especially those over the

- southern half of Lea County. If we

come to an agreement, we could
have an opportunity to work those
clouds in their first life. If we can
induce them to build there, then
enter our three Texas counties, it

it would be an ideal scenario.”

The complex radar site fea-
tures the familiar white dome
on top of its mounting tower
and contains the dish inside
which rotates to image clouds in
the area. Data is then transmit-
ted to the adjacent and new air-
craft hangar, where it is down
loaded to a computer and moni-
tor set-up. Walker said a regis-
tered Meteorologist will be sta-
tioned here to monitor the com-
puter data and alert pilots of poten-
tial seeding targets. “ He will be on
duty when our season normally
starts, around April 1, and usually
lasts until September 15.”

If the New Mexico counties
come on board, they will share
in the expense of the operation
and the meteorologist’s salary,
and either furnish their own air-
craft or pay SOAR for the use
of theirs in any seeding flights.

He related there is also a pos-
sibility other Texas counties
could share in SOAR’s project.
“ Dawson, Andrews and Mar-
tin counties were included in
our original seeding permit,
and they could one day be in-

volved in our efforts.”
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investigating officer was William
Gardner, Denver City Police.

Salvador Zamago pled guilty

tampering with a governmen-
tal record. A five year prison
sentence was suspended and
probated five years.He will
make time payments on a
$1000 fine, $208 court costs
and $250 court appointed attor-
ney fees. He must serve 160
hours community service. His
attorney was Warren New, and
Ruben Trevino, Texas DPS was
investigating officer.

Carol Maroquin Perez agreed
on the state’s motion to modify
community supervision from a
prior cocaine possession cause.
Defendant will spend 180 days
in jail or until space is avail-

able SAFPF for not more thar;

A
one year or less than 90 days:
After phase two of the treatsy
ment plan, defendant must;
make $30 monthly payments;
on $1048 restitutiuon, and $113
monthly payments on $368:
court apppointed attorney feesz

Christopher Brit Marion
agreed on modifying commu=
nity supervision from a prior“}
Burglary of a building causes
He will remain in jail untili
space is available in the Ray D.
Anderson correction facility in}
Brownfield for no less than one:
month or more tha 24 months!
as an alternative time in jail or:
prison. Upon release he must*
make $20 monthly payments
on court appointed attorney :
fees. g

Homestead Exemptions
Save Tax Dollars

“ A property owner can still
qualify for the homestead ex-
emption if part of the residence
is rented out or used for other
purposes, such as a home busi-
ness,” Stephens said. “And the
home will not lose it’s exemp-
tion if the owner moves away
temporarily, so long as he or
she intends to return and
doesn’t claim another home-
stead exemption elsewhere.”
Texas law provides several
types of exemptions for
homeowner’s. For school tax
purposes, there is a $15,000
general homestead exemption
for all homeowner’s and an ad-
ditional $10,000 exemption for
those 65 or older or disables.
The Denver City ISD offers a
local option $13,333 exemption
for those over 65. The Plains
ISD offers a local option addi-
tional $10,000 for those over
65.

The school tax exemption for
those 65 or older provides a
special property tax ‘ceiling’
for school taxes. While the
market value of an elderly
person’s home may fluctuate
with the market, the school
taxes cannot increase above the
tax amount in the first year that
person qualified for the exemp-
tion.

The ceiling can increase, how-
ever, if the owner adds an im-
provement, other than normal
maintenance or repair. When
that happens, the new improve-
ment is taxed at it’s current
market value and the current
tax rates. The new taxes are
added to the previous tax ceil-
ing to create a new ceiling.
Senior citizens may transfer
their tax ceiling to a new home.
The homeowner transfers the
percentage of school tax paid
on the former home, based on
the last year the homeowner
qualified that home for the over
65 tax ceiling, to the new home.
The new tax ceiling is calcu-
lated to have the over 65 ho-
meowner pay the same percent-
age of tax paid as on the former
home.

For example, if an over 65 ho-
meowner currently has a school

tax ceiling of $100, but would
pay $400 without the tax ceils
ing, the percentage of tax paid
is 25 percent. If the school taxes
on the new home are $1,000;
the new tax ceiling would be
$250, or 25 percent of $1,000.
The homeowner may requesta
certificate from the appraisal
district where the former home:
was located that gives this in{
formation to the appraisal dis+
trict where the new home is lo-
cated. "
Homeowner’s should notify
the chief appraiser when they
no longer qualify for the gen-
eral, over 65, or disabled home-
stead exemptions. A 50 percerx't
penalty is added to delinquen}t
home taxes if homeowner’s fail
to notify the appraisal district
and receive homestead exern;f—
tions to which they are not g:_lf—
titled. 3
Other types of taxing unitﬁ',
counties, cities and special dis-
tricts, may offer differen:t
homestead exemptions. Courn-
ties must offer a $3,000 gen-
eral homestead exemption oh
the portion of the county tax
levied for farm to market roads
or flood control. Yoakum
County and Sandy Land Un-
derground Water Conservation
District also offer $25,000 over
65 exemption. Plains and Den-
ver City offer $7,500 over 65
exemption. N
Taxing unit may also offergfa
local option exemption based
on a percentage of a home’s
appraised value. In 2002, any
taxing unit can exempt up to 20
percent of the value of each
qualified homestead. No maf-
ter what percentage of value
the taxing units adopts, the do@-
lar amount of exemption for
any home must equal at least
$5,000. Plains ISD is the only
taxing unit in Yoakum County
that offers the 20 percent
homestead exemption.

For more information,
homeowner’s may contact the
Yoakum County Appraisaj
District at 500 Cowboy Way,
Plains, Texas or call 806-456:
7101.

’

Jim Brown, Agent
Mobile 806-891-0449
or 891-0450

Home 592-3490

AG INSURANCE
| PLUS

CROP INSURANCE MPCI-CRC-CAT-CROP HAIL
456-2788

Jeff Lowery, Sales Assoc.
Mobile 806-891-3133
Home 456-3195
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\Nlck Hays replaces welghts after good lift

Cowboys do well |
in big power
lift meet here

Plains High hosted a Power
Lift meet Saturday, February
23, and competed against 14
schools from 1A, 2A and 3A
districts, and finished third
over all, just behind
Brownfield and Coahoma.

Individual performances in-
cluded (total pounds); 114 lb.
class- Chisum Justus, 580%#.
132 Ib. class- Chris Hansen,
855 #. 148 1b class- Arnold
Cordova, 780 #.165 Ib. class-
Manuel Ramos, 1045 lbs. 181

-Ib. class- Louis Escobar, 1035

Ibs.

Meet Best Lifts awards went
to (114 to 165 class) Manuel
Ramoz, Squat, and Chris
Hansen, Bench Press.

PHS students
place in UIL

Journalism meet

Three PHS students placed in
four events at a practice UIL
Journalism meet at Midland
College Friday, February 22.
Annaliesa O’Quinn placed
fourth and Mandi Rogers
placed seventh in feature writ-
ing, and Grady McNabb placed
eighth in both editorial and
headline writing. The Journal-
ism Team will compete again
March 2 in a practice meet here
at PHS.

Bush and
Venneman
Kick-Off
4-H Club
Centennial

Anniversary 'Texas’ civil

President George W. Bush and
Agriculture Secretary Ann' M.
Veneman joined 4-H members
from Texas and the Metropoli-
tan Washington area to offi-
cially inaugurate 4-H’s 100
year anniversary at a White
House meeting late yesterday.
“As a former member of 4-H,
I know first hand the value of
this outstanding youth develop-
ment program,” said Veneman.
“For 100 year, 4-H has pro-
vided unique opportunities for
its members to learn, to grow
and to work cooperatively in
their communities and for their
country. President Bush’s con-
tinued support of 4-H and other
youth development programs
demonstrates this
Administration’s commitment
to young people and to their
education.”
USDA has also approved $1.4
million for the National 4-H
Council, the national, private
sector nonprofit partner of 4-H
and the Cooperative Extension
System, to develop a coopera-
tive development educational
program. The program will pro-
vide individuals with an in
depth understanding of how
agribusiness related coopera-
tives play an important role in
increasing profitability and glo-
bal competitiveness for ranch-
ers, farmers, and entrepreneurs.
“4-H has been a leader in help-
ing youth develop leadership
and technical skills in all parts
of the nation,” said Veneman.
“These funds will contribute to
4-H’s important role in provid-
ing young people with quality
education and development
programs.”
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Thank You for
Your Contlnued Support

Endorseduby Texas Farm Bureau

alker

For West Texas

State Representative District 83
Early Voting: February 25-March 8

GOP Prlmary "luesday, March 12th
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In his State of the Union address,
President Bush ranked economic
recovery alongside the war on terror-
ism and homeland security as this
nation’s most pressing challenges. A
single word summed up his econom-
ic stimulus strategy: Jobs.

But some states will find the busi-
ness of creating employment — a cru-
cial element in President Bush’s
equation for prosperity - much more
difficult to achieve than others,
according to a recent survey by the
United  States Chamber of
Commerce. Unfortunately, Texas
could be one of those.

The national Chamber ranked all
50 states based on the perceived fair-
ness, or reasonableness, of their civil
justice systems by surveying 824 sen-
ior attorneys at companies with annu-
al revenues of at least, $100 million.
In simple terms, the survey gauged
the likelihood of a business becoming
a victim of excessive or frivolous
lawsuits.

Ranked 46th, Texas’ legal climate

is the fifth worst in the nation, accord-

ing to the list, just above Louisiana.
Alabama and West Virginia round
out the bottom five with Mississippi
home to the worst civil justice sys-
tem.

U.S. .Chamber President Thomas
Donohue explained the tie between
curbing excessive lawsuits and job
creation: “It should come as no sur-
prise that most businesses take into
account a state’s liability climate
when making decisions. The degree
to which a state is willing to protect
business owners from money-hun-
gry, class-action lawyers is the degree
to which they’ll find business eager
to work there.”

Perhaps no business is being mis-
treated more than the small business-
men and women we entrust with our

health care -
Texas physicians.
Lawsuits against
doctors have driv-
en malpractice
insurance = rates
into the fiscal
stratosphere. The
state’s  largest
provider of mal-
practice insurance
left Texas in
December. The situation is literally
driving doctors out of business.

Gov. Rick Perry is working on the
problem and the Texas Association of
Business & Chambers of Commerce
supports his efforts. In fact, medical
malpractice tops a 10-point lawsuit
reform agenda TABCC will take to
the Texas Legislature in 2003.

This issue needs immediate atten-
tion, just look at the results of the
Chamber study. Texas failed to be
listed as a “top” state in any of the 10
categories, and it ranked among the
“worst” in six, including overall treat-
ment of tort cases, treatment of class
action lawsuits, punitive damages,
Jjudges’ impartiality, and jury fairness.

Corporate America determines —
to a large extent - whether this state
will enjoy stable jobs with good pay
and benefits. Just as important is
small business. The potential for ruin
from an overly litigious civil justice

Hammond

_ System is even more ominous for

them, given the limited financial
resources they can dedicate to legal
expenses.

Tort reforms the Texas Legislature
enacted in 1995 are under attack, and
those assaults will intensify.

Plaintiff lawyers, for example,
view Enron’s bankruptcy as the
poster child for rolling back reforms,
arguing they are too restrictive - even
as slews of those same attorneys,

justice system
among worst in nation

U.S. Chamber survey shows need for additional lawsuit reform

lawsuits in hand, clog the halls of the
Harris County courthouse seeking
restitution for employees and lucra-
tive fees for themselves. We must not
allow a financial collapse to become
the impetus for a string of new, bad
laws.

Gov. Perry routinely alerts voters
to the threat, saying recently, “Trial
lawyers are a bright lot, and they are
very creative. And they are always
looking, searching for new themes to
strike it rich.”

Business is always a prime target.
A majority of the executives sur-
veyed — 78 percent — said a state’s lit-
igation climate affects important
decisions like where to locate or to do
business. Today’s business picture is
tricky enough without subjecting
your company to a state known for
excessive litigation and crippling
legal outcomes.

The corporate lawyers even
offered some free advice: State poli-
cy makers who care about economic
development should improve two
areas in their civil justice system —
tort reform and punitive damages.

The U.S. Chamber’s study clearly
shows that to ensure economic,
growth, job creation and expanded
state revenues, state leaders must
make their legal systems fairer. Given
the study’s results, that will be a mas-
sive undertaking for Texas. We must
begin now to move Texas off the
“worst” list, with our goal always
being to make the “best” list.

I offer our help.

Hammond is president and CEO
of the Austin-based Texas Association
of Business & Chambers of
Commerce (TABCC), which repre-
sents 140,000 employers and 200
local chambers of commerce in this
state.
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Farm Price Barometer
Decemb;;'2001 ; '

Percent
of Parity

Commodity Current Parity

Price
Crobs
Barley (bushel):
Corn (bushel)
Cotton, Upland (Ib).............. .298
Flaxseed (bushel)
Oats (bushel)
Peanutsi(lb) St iaii Rt SIS AR .6783
Rice (cwt)
Sorghum Grain (cwt)
' Soybeans (bushel)
Wheat (bushel)
Livestock
Cattle (cwt)
Hogs (cwt)
Lambs (cwt)*
Dairy/Poultry
Eggs, (dozen) ......c.cccenienn. .590
Milk, Ali (cwt)
Milk, Mfg. (cwt)
* lamb prices are one month behind all other prices in this analysis

Note: Percent of parity represented by current market prices is shown under com-
modity titles. Parity is the price farmers would receive if farm prices had increased
at the same rate as expenses, using 1910-14 as a base period. USDA statistics
available online at www.nass.gov. ‘

We Get Letters

Dear Editor,

As many of you know, this
year’s redistricting process did
much to compromise the leg-
islative representation of rural
Texas. As it now stands, we are
facing the loss of at least one
representative from West
Texas. That’s why it’s so very
important the citizens of
Yoakum County make it to the
polls for the Republican Pri-
mary Election on March 12.

Gary L. Walker of Plains has
represented us admirably in the
legislature at Austin the last
eight years. Now, he is paired
with his friend and fellow Re-
publican, Delwin Jones of Lub-
bock. Mr. Jones is apparently
a good man, but he does not
have the same connection with
rural areas and issues Gary
Walker does. :

I want to be sure no portion of
newly created District 83, and
particularly Yoakum County, is

Some of the computers and control panels to be used in tracking possible rain-bearing

clouds with new radar at county airport.

i
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www.gbaerial.com g4.632.5375 Dain Mobile

G&B

www.gbaerial.com

Yoakum County Plains Clinic
| Amir Memon, MD

and

Jo Lena Wall, PA - C

Will take Medicaid, Medicare, Major Insurance

left behind. Those of us who
live in this county depend on
Lubbock for so many things,
but they also depend on us.
Gary Walker is aware of this. I
know he has worked hard and
diligently for our county’s two
school districts, and he cer-
tainly has been a friend to our
local agricultural producers.

It is vitally important to all of
us here to have support in Aus-
tin for our small, rural commu-
nities. It has been reported Mr.
Jones does not feel the coun-
ties in District 83 are important
in this election, and is concen-
trating his efforts in his share
of Lubbock County.

I hope you will help me show
Mr. Jones the rural people in
District 83 are a force to be
reckoned with. The Republican
Primary is our chance to stand
up and be heard from.

Sincerely,
James T. Haynes

| Vote For

- Jimmy
Maynard

CANDIDATE FOR

YOAKUM COUNTY COMMISSIONER

PRECINCT 2
Subject to action of the March12
Republican Primary

A * 61 year resident of D.C.
| * Graduate of DCHS
*U.S. Navy Veteran
| * D.C.LS.D. Trustee for
{1 12 years
* Over 30 years in
business in D.C.

‘I feel because of my past

experience, I can do a good

1 job in helping Yoakum

_ | County become yet a better

place to work and live.’

Pol. Ad paid for by
Jimmy Maynard

i)

Let's Re-elect Delwin Jones.
He's Good for West Texas.

We need his seniority and leadership in Austin more than ever.

2104 55TH e LUBBOCK, TEXAS 79413

*Delwin Jones is ranked 9th in seniority out of 150.
PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT, PAID FOR BY STEVE FANNIN, TREASURER,

By all indications the next legislative session,
in Austin, could be the toughest in quite some
time. Budgets will be tight. Dollars will be
scarce. Seniority will be important*. Commitment
and integrity will be at a premium. That's why we
need the unwavering dedication of Delwin
Jones. Delwin's only interest is representing the
people he serves. He is not intimidated by
“Power Brokers” or influenced by “Metropolitan
Money.” We need him more than ever! Let's

Re-elect Delwin Jones.

REPUBLICAN

Texas House of Representatives
DISTRICT 83

BAYER LUMBER
& HARDWARE

1018 Ave. E Plains, Tx 79355
806-456-4800 Voice & Fax

and now CHIPS
Will see Minor Emergencies, Chronic Medical Problems,

Immunizations

TEXAS HEALTH STEPS
Office Hours: Monday & Tuesday 8-5
Wednesday 8-12

Thursday & Friday 8-5
Will take walk-ins Appointments preferred

Please call 806-456-6365



http://www.nass.gov
http://www.gbaerial.com
http://www.gbaerial.com

- ‘Amanda Dusek is proud to announce the b1rth of her little sister,

Well here it is another month
nearly gone. Where does the
time go?

We are still opened 5 days a
week and are still enjoying all
the ones who are attending our
center.

We really like to see the cli-
ents come in and take part in
all the center’s activities, or just
to see them come in to enjoy a
moment of companionship
with others.

We would like to take time to
welcome Florence Eady,
Rojean Therwanger, Johnny
and Ester Nevarez, Mary
Robenson who all visited our
center this last week.

Our Pot Luck night went very

would help in the serving line
and attend to helping the ones
in the dining area who needed
assistance with their drinks.
Marcy also was a senior com-
panion, this organization al-
lows seniors to sit with other
elderly people in their homes,
so the family can run errands
or maybe they just need some-
one to help out. Marcy was a
great person and a great helper.
We would like to remind you
that if you are not present
Thursday’s or Friday’s to sign
up for the following week, you
may call the center early Mon-
day morning to let us know that
you will be attending the daily
meals in the dining room. We
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Valentine Day Party at
Filmtime

Pictured are, Back row: Hagen Lowrey, Kaitlynn Wilson,
Hannah Lowrey, Mesa Davis, Madison Davis, Bailey Rios. Front

‘row: Peyton McWhirter, Evan Rios. Not pictured: Jentry Wall,

Amanda Dusek and Jonas Coronel.

There were 11 children present for the Valentine’s Day Party at
Filmtime on Wednesday, February 13th, 2002. The mother’s

well. The Harvestor’s were do this so that we can have an

with us and put on a great show

Kendall Ann. Kendall was born on February 14, 2002, at 5:05

pm and weighed 7 Ibs. 5 oz. and was 21 inches long.
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. Proud parents are Darrell and Shannon Dusek.

“Living and Working
Entrepreneurlally” Subject of
CSW’s Free Enterprise Dinner

College of the Southwest will

honor this year’s Trustee of
Free Enterprise at it’s annual
Trustee of Free Enterprise Din-
ner on Thursday, March 7, at
6:00 pm. at the Hobbs Country
Club.

This year’s keynote speaker,
who also is this semester’s En-
trepreneur in Residence, is Mr.
John E. Hughes, Board Chair
and former president and CEO
of The Coleman Foundation.
The Coleman Foundation, of
Chicago, is a private, indepen-
dent foundation engaged in a
range of philanthropic pro-
grams, including its most high
profile program, Entrepreneur-
ship Awareness and Education.
CSW’s Entrepreneurs in Resi-

dence program brings some of

the business world’s most
proven entrepreneurial minds
together with the College’s stu-

dents and faculty, and allows '

them to interact in the class-
room.

The fund-raiser dinner will be
hosted by CSW’s Students in
Free Enterprise team. This din-
ner allows the College and the
SIFE team to celebrate the
work of outstanding free enter-
prise contributors, educators,
and citizens in our community.
Net revenue from the dinner

enables the SIFE team to con-
tinue in their efforts to promote
free enterprise ideas and prin-
ciples.

Mr. Hughes id CSW'’s third
Entrepreneur in Residence. In
addition to recognizing this
year’s Trustee of Free Enter-
prise, special recognition will
also be given to the Outstand-
ing Advisory Board Member
and the Outstanding Free En-
terprise Educator.

. Tickets for the Trustee of Free

Enterprise Dinner are $50 per
person. For tickets or more in-
formation, call Terri Blandin at
392-6561, extension 1014, or
come by the Collage at 6610
Lovington Highway, Hobbs,
New Mexico.

for the ones that came on
Valentine’s night. They always
enjoy coming to play for the
Seniors and their guests.

We want to send our love and
condolences to the family of
Marcy Nelson. Marcy will be
missed by everyone here at the
center. She was a person who
was always willing to help any-
one out when she could. She

idea in the kitchen of how many
will be here that day, so we
don’t run short. We want to
please all who come.
Once again we want to extend
our welcome to all the senior
citizens from around our area.
Please come and have a great
time with us all.
Till next week,
Wanda B.

Kids Eat More When
Served Heaping Helpings

Keeping kids’ mealtime por-

tions under control could be
helping pint size diners avoid
super sized appetites and whop-
per waistlines.

In a study of how serving sizes
affect the food intake of young
children, Baylor College of
Medicine researcher Dr. Jenni-
fer Fisher found that preschool
children at 25 percent more
macaroni and cheese on days
their lunch plates contained a
‘double order’ of this kids’ fa-
vorite.

And, because they didn’t com-
pensate for the extra entree
calories by cutting back on

other foods served with lunch,"

their total lunchtime calories
jumped by 15 percent.

“These findings suggest that
regular exposure to ‘super
sized’ portions encourages
overeating among children,”
said Fisher, a behavioral nutri-
tion researcher with the USDA/
ARS Children’s Nutrition Re-
search Center at Baylor. “These
findings are also warning flags,
because we know that families
today eat out much more often
than in the past and that away
from home portions keep get-
ting larger.”

Management Plan from FCCS.

and individuals just like you.

It's Time to Be Debt Free

You can be debt free years sooner with a Debt

We have helped thousands of Texas families

M FAMILY

Credit Counseling Service www.familycredit.org
Recorded Message 800-729-7964 Non-Profit Licensed & Bonded

* Low Payments

* Reduce Interest

* No Credit Check

* Stop Late Fees

* Stop Collector Calls
* Habla Espanol

First United Methodist Church

1202 Avenue G - Plains, Tx.
456-3727

Experiencing God’s Love
Transforming Lives

Sunday Schedule
Sunday School —
Morning Worship — 10:45 am
Evening Worship — 5:00 pm

Wednesday Connections
Food, Fellowship & Study

Other Opportunities
Fitness/Exercise Class — 5:30-6:30 pm
Tuesdays & Thursdays

God loves you and so do we!
. Come grow in Christ with us!

9:45 am

5:30-7:30 pm

VISION, RX & MORE!

" FLAT RATE

HEALT H BENEFITS [«

$ 7 4 Per /lia/ztﬁ /

* MEDICAL DISCOUNTS ON DOCTOR, DENTAL,
* NO DEDUCTIBLE!

* SELF-EMPLOYED OR NOT!-NO INCREASE!
* GUARANTEED ACCEPTANCE! .

Call-1-888-369-1739

* This is a discount card program and not an insurance,

(Not avallable in VT.)

professional neglect during
prenatal care or childbirth. Its
causes may include premature
birth, birth trauma, and neonatal
asphyxia (lack of oxygen).

Call us for professional insight.

CAPLCLING CATIFIED A5 ANOVE AND Ot Nor Ceringn
BY T Tixas Boand Or LiGA), SPLriALLLATION

:Cerebral palsy may be caused by

NO FEE
FOR
FIRST VISIT
Ryan A. Krebs, MD, JD
Doctor-Lawyer in full time Law Practice

Richard A. Dodd, L.C.

Timothy R. Cappolino, P.C.
Board Certified Personal Injury Trial Law &
Civil Trial Law, Texas Board of Leynl Specializition

Cuneron, T

1-800-46

www.birthtraumalaw.com

supplied decorated cookies and drinks and all the children ex-
changed valentines.

New Books At The Library

FICTION:

Three Weeks In Paris..Barbara Taylor Bradford,
Eureka..William Diehl, Willow..V.C. Andrews, Southhampton
Row..Anne Perry, Catch As Cat Can..Rita Mae Brown, Shadow
Warriors..Tom Clancy, The Happy Room..Catherine Palmer,
Sinister Heights..Loren Estleman, The Summons..John

Grisham, Channeling Cleopatra..Elizabeth Scarorough.
NON FICTION:

The Lessons Of Terror..Caleb Carr, The Deeper Wound..Deepak
Chopra, Sports Injuries.. Robin Roberts, A Death In Texas..Dina
Temple-Raston, From The Ashes: A Spiritual Response To The
Attack On America..collected by the Editors of Beliefnet, The
Age Of Terror: America And The World After September 11..ed-
ited by Strobe Talbott, Little Miss Dynamite..the life and times
of Brenda Lee..Brenda Lee.

( Lifﬁe, Health and

L@Hg Term C&]I“@ ]I]I]ISUUI"&]I]I(C@

Ag Insurance Plus

James F. ( Jim) Brown, Agent
456-2788 * Mobile 806-891-0449

or 891-0450 * Home 592-3490
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Round Rock Senior Center,
205 E. Main St. (across from library), Round Rock

* Food Booths

* Baked Goods

¢ Crafts

* Entertainment

* Auction (1:00 p.m.)
¢ Door Prizes

For the Kids
Coloring Books
Candy
Balloons

E Face Painting

F

Sunday School 9:30 am.
Morning Worship 10:45 am.
Evening Program 6:00 pm.

Wednesday

'5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Supper
6:00 pm. Zombies
7:00 pm. - RA’s, GA’s, Mission Friends,
Sanctuary Choir Practice



http://www.tamiiycredit.org
http://www.birtlitraunialavv.com
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How about those Winter
Olympics!! Team USA sur-
prised the universe. And en-
raged a few non sympathetic
nations, which I casually label
POOR LOSERS! .

Thrills a minute - Ski jump-
ers soaring off that lift, reach-
-ing what I thought were astro-
nomical heights, but then my
perception was marred by the
announcers stating, because of
-the slope of the entire course,
‘they never exceded 10 to 12
-feet. Hard to believe - if true,
- why did so many of them crash
-and burn when they finally
:touched Terra Firma?

" I even enjoyed the fiasco of
‘the pairs skating fiasco, end-
“.ing in both the Russian and
- U.S. pair winning the Gold.
:The French judge, in my
- humble opinion, based not on
< vast knowledge of the fine
.- points of the artistic event but
 on 20/20 vision, was bribed
- with something illegal, unholy,
 or habit forming. -
- The one individual great seg-
- ment of the games for me was
- the almost Three Stooges epi-
sode of the speed skaters,
where four of the whizzers
bumped, then thumped, then
crashed to the ice, allowing the
last place Ausie skater to speed
home for the Gold, tongue in
cheek saying, “ Stuff Hap-
pen..

For sheer adrenalin pumping
exhiliration, almost thrombo-
sis prompting excitemnent,
however, nothing could com-
pete with the CURLING EX-
TRAVAGANZA. You know,
that heart throbbing deal where
even elderly types are allowed
on an icy surfaced course
where they very carefully, very
slowly release a round, squatty

* FOR SALE *
Car Wash, $60,000

Commercial
Building w/$800
~ Month Rental
Income, $67,000

121’ x 125’ Lot
1000 BIk. Ave. B
Plains, TX

6 Irrigated
Farms With
‘Strong Water

806-894-4386

27 ., 2002

looking object resembling a
squashed down medicine ball
with an awkward looking
handle. This cumbersome mis-
sile probably approaches
speeds of four feet per 43 sec-
onds, and this remarkable ve-
locity is attained only with the
help of the non-thrower of the
flat, firm medicine ball thing,

‘a partner in this nerve tifagling

event, called a sweeper, I think,
for I fell asleep shortly after the
first thing was launched. On a

re-run, I watched someone’

called, maybe, a sweeper, for I
was still half aslep, and this
person was furiously brushing
the ice surface the thing was
traveling on.Why, I don’t
know, for the ice looked per-
fectly pristine to me, and the
tubby looking object was sail-
ing along just fine while I
prayed it reached its target be-
fore the games finally ended.
I know there were equally
exhilirating moments during
the games.,because the Bride
told me there were. I am, how-
ever, a very light viewer after
9 PM, but a heavy snorer.

I knew it had to happen. It was

inevitable. They’ve built a
huge, new super-duper-
whooper Wal Mart in Hobbs. I
visited there this week and I
was awed. I mean, this sucker
is BIG!

From time to time I have ca-
sually mentioned in this space
my observance of unusually
large numbers of, uh, well, very
over weight people frequenting
the old Wal Mart facility. As I
strolled the aisles of the new
store, it dawned on me I was
seeing many familiar people -
not their faces, their bellies and
butts. My first thought was, did
the Wal Mart people just move
the old customers when they
moved all the stuff from the old
to the new store? I soon de-
cided that couldn’t be, for there
were even MORE obese won-
ders in the new aisles.

I spotted a guy wearing a tag
reading ‘ Asst. Mgr. of Ques-
tions Dept.’, and asked him a
question - * Why did you build
this new store?’ He looked at

cjz Storage

17th & Ferrell St.
(Just North of City Water Tower)
10’ x 10’ or 10’ x 20’ storage
units with Monthly Rental
Rates
Mobile & Voice Mail 592-1268
or 592-1267 Home 456-5185
Tommy & Cindra Box, Owners

.|l Investment Representative

MULTI - PERIL

DANNY BELL

Office 456-3521

Mobile 456-7517

' tocks » Bonds
* Mutual Funds
* [RAs ¢ CDs

82 St. & Slide Rd.
Lubbock, TX 79424
Bus: 806-698-8577
Fax: 877-590-6968
800-867-9897

Joe Harper

Edward Jones '

Berving Individual lovestors Since 1871

Mot st PC

me as if I was from Mars, and
said, ¢ We had no choice. We

had to build a larger store. The

old one was so full of over
weight, over broad people they
were demolishing our display
shelves, knocking stuff down,
breaking things, it was costing
us a fortune to do business.”

I peered at the swarming

hordes passing by and told him

it appeared to me there were
still lots of overly plump people
milling around.. He nodded his
head sadly and agreed. “ Yes,
we’re still inundated with ex-
cess tonnage. We made what
may be a fatal mistake. We
did far too much advertising
about our new super store. If
we had kept it secret, we’d
probably be able to cope with
our normal amount of fat, but
now we’re getting customers
from Carlsbad, Andrews, all
over the place. I'm afraid we’re
going to again suffer collateral
damage .... wooops, gotta run,
that fat lady in Aisle 4B just
knocked over the entire display
of Miracle Whip!”

In the year 2000, 363,325 ba-
bies were born in Texas, a four
percent increase from 1999,
according to the Texas Depart-
ment of Helath. For the third
straight year, the names Jose
and Emily head the list of the
ten most popular names for all
Texas children born in 2000.

The five most popular names
for baby boys are Jose, Jacob,
Michael, Joshua and Christo-
pher. For girl babies, the lead-
ers are Emily, Ashley, Hannah,
Madison and Alexis.

What does all this mean? To
me it means those names are
much more appealing than
those of some of the kids I grew
up with. I knew a boy named
Asa, one named Horace
Beauregard, a girl named
Prunella, and another girl lov-
ingly bestowed with the name
Bessiebelle.

Yoakum County Connection
‘needs a Summer Youth Arts
Program Directror, to be paid
$2500 for planning/supervis-
ing workshops in Plains &
Denver City. The workshops
have been provided in the
month of June in the past.
The person chosen would
need to apply for Texas Com-
mission on the Arts grant
funding and able to work
with people, particularly
youth. Please send resume to
PO Box 117, Plains TX 79355
by March 22. For info or
questions, call LeAnn
Romines, Denver City, or
Linda Powell, Plains

Heatlng bills putting the freeze on winter funds?
Time to replace your old heating system, but don't know:
how to pay for it? We've got the answer! Lea County
Electric has Energy Resource
Conservation (ERC) loan funds avail-
able at 5% interest!
With our ERC loan program, members can
borrow money at a low, low 5% for up to 7 years
fora NEW HEAT PUMP - INCLUDING DUAL-
FUEL UNITS!

Don't settle for your old, high-
cost, low-gfficiency heating system! Stop
by Lea County Electric at 18 W.
Washington in Lovington or give us a call
at 396-3631. Funds are limited, so call
today!

(Offer available only for members of
Lea County Electric Cooperative.)

Lea County Electric
Cooperative, Inc.

“Owned By Those We Serve”
Michael A. Dreyspring, General Manager
Tatum Lovington Plains
(505) 398-2233 (505) 396-3631 (806) 456-3322
Call Toll Free 800-510-5232
visit our home page: www.leacountyelectric.coop

*FOR RENT*
3 br., 1 ba.,
carport
102 12th
call 456-6494

Mobile 592-1485

Eleetrie

R “j o RN/LVN WANTED

Yoakum County Hospital has an immediate opening for
a RN/LVN on the 3 - 11 and 11 - 7 shift. We offer com-
petitive wages with experience increases, vacation and
sick leave, free health insurance, and a retirement plan.
Interested individuals should contact Nancy Chamber-
lain or Joyce Tedford, Yoakum County Hospital, 412
Mustang Avenue, Denver City, Texas, 79323, 806-592-

Ag & Residential
Parts & Service

Joe St. Romain
456-7540

i Legal Notlce o
The Plains Independent School District, Plains, Texas, is
accepting bids for the following: Year 2002 Improvements
( Roof Repair ) for Plains ISD.

All bids must be submitted by 3:00 PM local time, 7 March
2002 at the Superintendents.s office, or sealed bids may be
mailed directly to:

James Haynes, Superintendent
Plains ISD
PO Box 479
Plams, Texas 79355
Plans and Specifications are available and may be acqunred

from:

Grimes and Associates, Consulting Engineers

PO Box 65
Wolfforth, Texas 79382
806-863-2462
A pre-bid conference will be held at 3:00 pm, local time, 28
February 2002. All interested parties should meet at the

Superintendents Office, Plains, Texas. The Plains Indepen-
dent School District Board of Trustees reserves the right to

reject any or all bids, and waive all formalities.

2121. Applications will be accepted until position is filled.

TERRY
COUNTY

TRACTOR

Massey Ferguson
Kubota
Bush Hog Shredders,
Lilliston Rolling
Cultivators, Lorenz
& Buffalo Cultivators,
| Baker Disc & Switch
Plows, Spray Coupe,
Wilmar Sprayer '
Brownfield, Tx.
806-637-4569

&‘Grand Entry

Western Wear

110 N. Main
Denver City, TX

BOOT & SHOE

REPAIR
_ 806-592-8198

CROP & CROP HAIL
]

Home 456-6325

Nelson Prescription
Pharmacy

"Your Business is Appreciated”
Our Toll-IF'ree Number Is For Your
Convenience Call 1-800-658-9604

o all your Phammaes Needs !

Br

305 Tahoka Rd.

Need hei'p with yo’u}r INCQME A
Villareal Tax Service
~ offers electronic filing, rap.l; .
refunds, and yes, Se Habla Espa
Call Becky Villareal, 592-3
or visit us at 1121 N.‘ Bra,
‘Denver City, Tx 79323

ownfield, Tx



http://www.leacountyelectric.coop

