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 Census Bureau Plan Calls For:  Texas Ted Urn , T 	ews Brie s 
Sampling Use In Redistricting Chiapas Indians Demand Com- 

By Vanessa Colon 
The U.S. Census Bureau is 

moving ahead to develop a plan 
that follows the Supreme Court's 
recent ruling against the use of 
sampling in next year's census 
but which nonetheless takes ad- 
vantage of the high court's al- 
lowance for sampling in redis- 
tricting. The 2000 Census will be 
conducted beginning April 1, 
2000. 

This Clinton administration 
strategy would give states the 
option of using traditional 
counting methods -- door-to-door 
efforts -- or an adjusted version 
based on statistical sampling to 
apportion state legislatures and 
to draw congressional district 
lines within each state. 

Sampling is a statistical meth- 
od that adjusts for counting er - 
rors of a population. Hispanic 
analysts predict that the 1990 
Latino undercount of 5 percent 
could double in next year's cen- 
sus without sampling. 

An undercount in states like 
California, with large popula- 
tions of those historically missed 
by the census -- the poor, people 
of color and children — could cost 
those states seats in Congress. 

The census implementation op- 
lions could significantly affect 
the number of Hispanic legisla- 
tors elected on the state and lo- 
cal levels, depending on which 

pling for the distribution of more 
than $180 billion in federal 
funds. A heated partisan battle 
is expected on that. 

Rep. Henry Bonilla (R-Texas) 
Insists that sampling is illegal, 
calling it "guess work that al- 
lows for too many opportunities 
to abuse the system.' He adds, 
"Federal funds should be distrib- 
uted on a head count and not 
used for politicizing." 

Bonilla says that a delay in 
passing the June funding bill to 

 complete fiscal '99 finding "could 
occur, depending on whether an 
agreement can be reached re- 
garding the second set of 
Counts." 

The other two Hispanic Re- 
publicans in the House, Floridi- 
ans  Ileana Ros-Lehtinen and 
Lincoln Diaz-Balart, also oppose 
sampling. 

The U.S. House of Representa- 
tives' 435 seats are apportioned 
to states based on their percent- 
age of the total population. With 
a U.S population of 276 million 
people, for example, each district 
would include approximately 
632,000 people. 

(Vanessa Colon is a reporter with 
the national newsweekly Hispanic 
Link Weekly Report in Washington, 
D.C. Patricia Guadalupe contributed to 
this story.) 

(c) 1999, Hispanic Link News Serv- 
ice. Distributed by Los Angeles Times 
Syndicate 

Census. - 'I want to make sure 
the bureau is allocating the re- 
sources and conducting the out- 
reach in our communities to 
make sure the count is accurate 
and fair." 

While most Democrats -- in 
chiding all the Hispanic Demo- 
Grats in Congress -- support the 
Census Bureaus plans, and 
President Clinton has requested 
additional funding for the bum 

 reau in his FY 2000 budget pro- 
posal, Republicans are vehe- 
mently opposed. They threaten 
to block further appropriations 
for the bureau, which is funded 
only through next June. We 
are expecting a real big fight on 
this issue," White House Deputy 
Chief of Staff Maria Echaveste 
said during a recent conference 
call with Spanish-language me- 
dfa. 

President Clinton has said he 
would veto any legislation that 
does not allow the bureau to use 
sampling for non-apportionment 
purposes. Clinton's budget pro- 
poeal for FY 2000 includes $2.7 
billion for the Census Bureau. 
Officials estimate sampling costs 
at $4.8 billion, with an addition- 
al $600 million to $800 million 
needed to use the traditional 
head count to track down the 
hard-to-find. 

The court's decision also leaves 
open the possibility of using sam- 

political party is in control of the 
governorship and state legis- 
letures. 

Arturo Vargas, president of 
the National Association of Lati- 
no Elected and Appointed Offi- 
ciaib, explains, "For instance, if 
you have a sampling-friendly 
governor and legislature, as in 
California now, the numbers of 
Latino elected officials could in- 
crease. But if you have a situa- 
tion where the state government 
would not necessarily support 
sampling, like Texas, there could 
be 	an 	entirely 	different 
outcome." 

The census plan calls for addi- 
tional funding for bureau enu- 
mentors and more monies for ad- 
vertising and promotional mate- 
rials. It also calls for expanding 
the time frame to contact house- 
holds and complete question- 
naires, while increasing bureau 
offices around the country from 
476 to more than 520. 

More than a quarter of a mil- 
on extra enumerators will be 

needed to visit households that 
did not respond to the question- 
naires. 

"Right now (my district on the 
Lower East Side of New York 
City) is underserved by the Cen- 
sus Bureau. A greater presence 
is necessary," says U.S. Rep. Ny- 
dia Velazquez (D-N.Y.). Velaz- 
quez represents a largely Latino 
district created after the 1990 

pliance with San Andres Accords 
Tuxtla Gutierrez, Mexico, Feb 16 (EFE).- Hundreds of Indians 

marched through the city of Tuxtla Gutierrez, the capital of the 
stete of Chiapas, on Tuesday demanding compliance with the 
San Andres Larrainzar accords on the third anniversary of their 
signing. 

On Feb. 16, 1996, the Mexi-  
can government and 	 1>>rn  
National 	Liberation 

Zapatista 
 Army 	

_ 
" 

(EZLN) rebels signed agree- ! 	 '^ s 
meats on Indian Rights and 	' 	 F ^ t 
Culture, the first in a series of -- 
accords aimed at ending the con- a 	

9 
 

flict which started on Jan. 1,   
1994, with the Zapatista guer- fl,  
rills uprising. 	 JE  

Groups of Indians from van- 
ous communities in Chiapas also 
demanded the release of more 	 } 
than 100 political prisoners be- 
ing held in Chiapas peniten- 
tieries on "trumped-up" charges. 

	

Chole, Tzeltal, Tojolabal and 	 ..  
TzotziI Indians supporting the 
EZLN met in front of the local 	 'r_ 
Congress building, calling on 
legislators to mediate for a fast release of Indian prisoners. 

"We are ready to support talks, but we also ask the govern- 
ment to release the prisoners. This is the condition for the re- - 
sumption of talks with the EZLN," said a spokesman for the In- 
dien e. 

The leader of the prisoners at the Cerro Hueco prison, Abe- 
lardo Mendez, said that three years after the government of 
President Ernesto Zedillo signed the San Andres accords they 
remained unfulfilled, and that this stood in the way of the re- - 
sumption of talks. 

Moreover, legislators who are members of the Commission for 
Peace and Concordance, which is mediating between the govern- 
ment and the Zapatistas, called on Tuesday for the resumption 
of discussions on the San Andres accords during the next Con- 
gressional session to ease tension in Chiapas. 

Democratic Revolutionary Party Congressman Gilberto Lopez 
y Rivas maintained that the government's noncompliance with 
the accords had escalated tension in the conflict area. 

Plan Del Departamento Del Canso:  

Dispone Uso Del Muestreo (.leB/.(ktt 
by Bidal Agiiero 

"The Pulse of 
America"? or the pulse of 
a hick West 
Texas town 
that refuses to 
acknowledge 
that we will 
soon enter the 
next millennium? 

I really can't imagine how 
so many people in Lubbock 
think they way they are 
described in the newly 
revealed poll. Most of the 
answers are completely 
opposite of what the rest of 
the nation thinks. 

I would rather think that 
the pollsters asking ques- 
tions found that the only 
ones that would answer 
their questions were persons 
of their own persuasion. 

I can imagine the pollster 
calling a person in the 
Arnett Benson or in East 
Lubbock. 

"Hidi... My nam is John 
White and rma callin you'all 
to askin you'all a few 
ques..ti..ons. Do you all hap 
a lit'1 timer' 

Click! 
Or being asked about the 

actions of the police while a 
cruiser passes in front of 
their home. 

Of course people in North 
and East Lubbock would 
say that they agree with 

that if it meant at 
they could go to a good 
school instead of having to 
put up with cracked ceilings, 
overcrowded schools and 
teachers that don't really 
care. 

I'm to the opinion that 
the people who conducted 
the "Pulse of America" poll 
had better think twice 
about providing the results 
to the general national 
media.. unless they really 
want to recognized as a 
City out of grip from the 
rest of the nation. 

***Pico de Gallo** 
We at El Editor are 

asking for persons 
interested in writing 
editorials about current 
events in the City to 
submit their thoughts for 
publication. We ask our 
reader to send in their 
comments to El Editor, 
P.O. Box 11250, Lubbock, 
TX 79408. 

 Pith! can be readied by e- 
ail at elellub@aol.eom 

Poverty Along Border Greater 
Than in Rest of Country 
By Patricia Giovine 

EI Paso, Texas,- While less than 20 percent of children in the 
country live in poverty, the figures for border cities, like EI 
Paso, Texas, and Dofia Ana, New Mexico, are twice as high, a 
census report states. 

According to current census figures, 39.1 percent of children 
in EI Paso live in poverty, and Dofia Ana county reports 40.2 
percent. In contrast, the national levels are at 18.7 percent. 

The federal government adjusts the definition of poverty each 
year according to inflation rates. Presently, a four-person house- 
hold, for example, is considered poor when the yearly income for 
the family falls below 30,433 dollars. 

In 1996, that figure was 26,693 dollars. 
According to the report, the number of children living in pov- 

erty surged 63 percent in Dona Ana county and 19 percent in 

the city of El Paso between 1989 and 1995. 
Statistics show that between 1995 and 1997, almost half of all 

children in the four U.S. states bordering with Mexico lived in 
homes where earnings fell 200 percent below the federal poverty 
index. 

During that same time period, 53.7 perceut of children in Ari- 
zona, 59.3 percent in New Mexico and 49.8 percent in Texas 
lived in conditions of extreme poverty. 

"Families along the border are getting poorer each time," 
James Williams, a sociologist from New Mexico State University, 
said. 

According to experts, the causes of poverty are many, includ- 
ing low wages, high incidence of teenage pregnancy, poor educa- 
tion and a high influx of new immigrants coming from Mexico, 
and Central and South America. 

del muestreo estadfstffco en 
$4,800 millones, y entre $600- 
$800 mfllones adicionales nece- 
earios pars usar el conteo tradi- 
cional individual a fin de rastrear 
a los que son dificiles de encon- 
trar. 

La decision de Ia Corte Su- 
prema tambi6n deja abierta Ia pa- 
sibilidad de emplear el muestreo 
estadlstico pars Ia distribucion de 
mäs de $180,000 millones de fon- 
dos federales. Se espera tambi6n 
uns acalorada batalla patidista 
con ese asunto. 

El congresista Henry Bonilla 
(republicano por Texas) insists 
en que el muestreo es ilegal, cal- 
ificändolo de "trabajo de adivina- 
don que permite demasiadas 
oportunidades pars abusar del 
eiatema". El agrega que "los fon- 
dos federates deben ser distribuf- 
dos a base del conteo individual, 
en vez de ser utilizados pars la 
politiquerla." 

Bonilla dice que una demora 
en la aprobaci6n del proyecto de 
ley pars Is asignaci6n de fondos 
el pr6ximo junio ' - podrfa ocurrir, 
dependiendo de sf Be puede Ilegar 
a un acuerdo sobre el uso del 
muestreo." 

Loa otros dos representantes 
republicans hispanos en Ia Cam- 
an, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen y Lin- 
coln Diaz-Balart, ambos por Is 
Florida, Be oponen igualmente al 
muestreo estadistico. 

Los 435 escafios de Is Camara 
Federal de Representantes Be 
diatribuyen a los estados basän- 
dose sobre sus porcentajes de Ia 
poblaci6n total. Con una pobla- 
ci6n total en los Estados Unidon 
de 275 millones de personas, por 
ejemplo, cada distrito incluirfa 
aproximadamente 632,000 habit- 
antes. 

' Ahora mismo (mi distrito en el 
bajo de Manhattan en Is Ciudad 
de New York) no seta suficfente- 
mente atendido por Is Oficina del 
Canso. Se necesita una presencia 
mayor", dice Ia congresista Nydia 
Velazquez (dem6crata por Nueva 
York). Ella representa un distrito 
mayormente latino, creado des- 
pues del Censo de 1990. "Quiero 
asegurarme de que Is Oficina del 
Canso est6 asignando los recur- 

s y comunicändose adecuada- 
mente con nuestras comunidades 
para cerciorarse de que el conteo 
sea exacto y equitativo." 

Aunque Ia mayorfa de los dem - 
öcratas -- incluyendo todos los 
dem6cratas hispanos en el Con- 
greso Federal — apoyan a los 
planes de Ia Oficina del Censo, y 
el Presidente Clinton ha solicita- 
do fondos adicionales pars dicha 
oficina en su propuesta de presu- 
puesto pars el Mo Fiscal 2000, 
los republicans Be oponen ro- 
tundamente. 

Ellos amenazan con bloquear Is 
esignaci6n de mayores fondos 
para el departamento del Censo, 
que dispone de fondos solamente 
basta el proximo junto. "Estamos 
esperando una luchs verdadera- 
mente Brande sobre este asunto", 
coment6 Maria Echaveste, sub- 
jefe de personal en Ia Casa Blau- 
ca, durante una reciente confer- 
encia de prensa con los medios en 
espafiol. 

El Presidente Clinton ha dicho 
qua vetarä cualquier legislaci6n 
qua no permits al departamento 
del Censo emplear el m6todo del 
muestreo estadletico pars fines 
que no sean de redistribuci6n. La 
propuesta presupuestaria de 
Clinton pars el Abo Fiscal 2000 
incluye $2,700 millones pars el 
departamento del Censo. Los 
funcionarios estiman los costos 

U.S. Border Policy With 

There are 10 Million Potential 
Mexican Voters in the U.S. 

Los Angeles - Potential Mexican voters living in the United 
States could be a force to reckon with if they are allow to vote 
in next year's presidential election, a Mexican organization in 
Los Angeles said on Monday. 

Based on information from the Federal Electoral Institute of 
Mexico, the 2000 Pro-vote Committee said Monday that Mexi- 
cans of voting age living in the United States as naturalized cit- 
liene, legal aliens or those who were born in this country add up 
to 10 million potential voters. 

Most of these Mexican-Americans live in the Los Angeles 
area and could Significantly influence the next Mexican election 
if they are allow to participate, a committee volunteer, Armando 
Moreno, said. 

The Mexican consul in Los Angeles, Jose Angel Pescador, said 
that while legislators in his country are studying the possibility 
of allowing their citizens to vote abroad, the political campaigns 
could create friction with other U.S. citizens. 

The diplomat explains that political demonstrations, meetings 
and propaganda of Mexican elections in the United States could 
cause anti-immigration sentiments to flare up, especially in the 
state of California. 

There have been a number of proposals to empower Mexicans 
abroad, but there are some which only extend the right to vote 
to legal U.S. residents who have not yet become citizens. 

Meanwhile, the committee explained that because Mexicans 
in the United States contribute to Mexico's economy, they 
should also have the right to participate in the elections in 
their country of origin. 

Mexico Draws Complaint 
From Rights Groups 

Death Penalty Human Rights Groups 
Ask for Moratorium on Death Penalty 

Chicago .- Human rights groups are requesting a one-year 
moratorium on executions in Illinois as a result of the recent re- - 
lease of an innocent man who had spent 16 years on death row. 

The state of Illinois has committed 10 mistakes in 12 years 
which almost cost the lives of 10 innocent men," said Ed Mc- 
Manus, chairman of the Committee on the Death Penalty of the 
Chicago Council of Lawyers. 

The case of Anthony Porter, who was sentenced to death in 
1982 on two counts of murder, shocked public opinion. Thanks to 
a project by a group of Northwestern University students, 
another man, Alstory Simon, confessed to the murders, and 
Porter was released. 

As a result, the Council has pushed for a bill that would put 
a stop to executions for one year until the state of Illinois de- 
termines how to reform the capital punishment system. 

Stete and city officials said they favored reviewing all the 
cases of death row inmates. 

The death penalty is currently in effect in 38 states, out of 
which Texas, Virginia and Florida have the highest number of 
executions. 

Half of all death row inmates belong to minority groups, who 
make up about 20 percent of the overall U.S. population, accord- 
ing to the Death Penalty Information Center. 

Since 1976, when the death penalty was restored in the Unit- 
ed States, 36 percent of all inmates executed have been African 
Americans, 7 percent have been Hispanics and 56 percent have 
been white. 

As of Jan. 1998, there were also 74 foreigners - nearly half of 
ahem Mexicans - awaiting their execution in the United States.. 

to Advertise 
806-763-3841 

By Sam Dillon 
MEXICO CITY, Feb. 11, 1999 

-- An international human rights 
complaint filed Wednesday as- 
serts that U.S. border policies 
have brought about hundreds of 
deaths of illegal immigrants who 
cross the border in the desert 
mountains of California, where 
they freeze or die of thirst. 

The complaint argues that 
newly erected fences as well as 
mo re vigorous enforcement by 
the border patrol have led illegal 
immigrants to take dangerous 
routes 	through 	treacherous 
mountain passes and sizzling de- 
serts, away from border cities. 

A result has been a surge in 
immigrants' deaths, the corn- 
plaint says. Mexican diplomats 
have documented the deaths of 
360 immigrants along the Cali- 
fornia border since 1994, when 
the United States started a 
crackdown, says the complaint by 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union and other U.S. and Men- 

Por Vanessa Colon 
El departamento del Canso 

seta desarrollando un plan que 
sigue las directrices del reciente 
falb  de Is Corte Suprema esta- 
dounidense contra el uso del 
muestreo estadfstico en el censo 
del ado proximo, pero que apro- 
vecha Ia concesiön del alto trfb- 
unal pars el uso del muestreo en 
Ia redistribuci6n de distritos. El 
Censo del Alto 2000 sera efectua- 
do comenzando el is de Abril de 
Bee a80. 
Esta estrategia de Ia admfnis- 

traci6n Clinton dada a los esta- 
dos Is alternativa de emplear los 
metodos tradicionales de conteo - 

Is enumeraci6n de puerta en 
una — o na versi6n ajustada 

basada en el muestreo estadfstico 
para distribuir las legislaturas 

lf estatales y trazar los mites de 
los distritos congresionales den- 
tro de cada estado. 	

n El muestreo estadisticoes u 
m6todo que hace ajustes pars 
compensar los errores de conteo 
de una poblaci6n. Los analistas 
hispanos pronostican que, sin el 
use del muestreo, el conteo in- 
completo del 5 per ciento pars los 
Latinos en el Censo de 1990 po- 
di-fa duplicarse en el Censo del 
afio que viene. Un conteo incom- 
pleto en estados tales Como Calf- 
fornia, que tiene grandes con- 
centraciones de pobalciones his- 
t6ricamente pasadas por alto por 
el Censo — los pobres, grupos mi- 
noritarios y los nillos — podria 
costar a egos estados varios esca- 
flos en is Camara de Represen- 
tantee. 

Las alternatives pars Ia efec- 
tuaci6n del Censo podrian afec- 
tar considerablemente Is canti- 
dad de lee sladores hispanos elec- 
tos a los niveles estatal y local, 
dependiendo de qu6 partido poll- 
tico tenga el control de cada gob- 
ierno y legislature estatat.. 

Arturo Vargas, presidente de 
Ia Asociaci6n Nacional de Fun- 
cionarios Latinos Electos y 
Designados (NALEO en ingI6s), 
explica: "Por ejemplo, si hay un 
gobernador y una legislatura es- 
tatal que est6n a favor del mues- 
treo estadistico, Como ocurre 
ahora en California, Ia cantidad 
de funcionarios latinos electos 
podria aumentar. Pero si exists 
una situaci6n en Ia que el gob- 
ierno eetatal no apoyarfa nece- 
sariamente al muestreo, Como en 
Texas, podria haber un resultado 
completamente distinto." 

El plan del Censo dispone Is 
asignaci6n adicional de fondos 
pars los enumeradores de Ia Ofi- 
cina del Censo y mäs fondos pars 
publicidad y materiales de promo- 
ci6n. Tambie'n dispone ampliar el 
espacio de tiempo asignado pars 
comunicarse con las familias y 
llenar los cuestionarios, ademäs 
de aumentar las oficinas re- 
gionales del Censo alrededor del 
pals, de 476 a mäs de 520. m 

Se necesitard de 	4s de 
m 250,000 	enueradores 	adi- 

cionales pars visitar a las familias 
que no hayan contestado los 
cuestionarios. 

can rights groups. 
"The United States has 

abused its right to guard its bor- 
ders with a strategy that puts 
migrants in mortal danger by 
forcing them into mountains and 
deserts," Claudia Smith, a lawyer 
with California - Rural Legal As- 
sistance, a co-signer of the corn- 
plaint, said in a news session 
here Wednesday. 

The complaint was lodged in 
Washington before the Organiza- 
tion of American States, which 
will seek a response from the 
United States and issue recom- 
mendations this year. OAS rights 
recommendations are nonbind- 
ing, but carry moral weight. 

U.S. border tactics adopted 
since 1994 have aimed to prevent 
illegal immigrants from crossing 
the frontier near cities like San 
Diego, where they have annoyed 
suburban Americans by running 
through backyards and hiding 
from border agents in shopping 
centers. 
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See No Evil -- Clinton's Visit to Mexico 
an Exercise of Looking the Other Way 

RAUL YZAGUIRRE 
PRESIDENT, NCLR 

Hispanic Americans Feel Budget Pains 
Right now Congress and the White House are locked in a bat- 

tle to determine the nation's priorities. Each side is digging in 
f 	 t ti 	budget fiht 

By Andrew Reding, Pacific News Service 
On his first foreign excursion since his ac- 

quittal by the Senate, President Bill Clinton 
has turned a blind eye to fresh evidence of cor- 
ruption and electoral fraud in Mexico. 

With the president about to certify to Con- 
gress that Mexico is cooperating in the war on 
drugs, word came that Mexican authorities 
had recently released the country's most pro- 
minent money launderer, Humberto Garcia 
Abrego — brother of former Gulf cartel king- 
pin Juan GarciaAbrego, who is now serving 
eleven life sentences in the United States. 

Meanwhile, in the impoverished state of 
Guerrero, in the south of Mexico,it appears 
that the ruling Institutional Revolutionary 
Party (PRI) has again resorted to electoral 
chicanery. Official returns from the PRI- 
dominated state electoral commission show 
Rene Juarez Cisneros, an ally of Mexican 
president Ernesto Zedillo, winning the gover- 
nor's race by a paper thin margin over federal 
senator Felix Salgado Macedonio of the 
center-left Party of the Democratic Revolution 
(PRD) — a margin, the opposition says, that 
can be attributed to irregularities in the vote 
count, and the fact that the PRI distributed 
food, money, and other material incentives to 
the poor in return for votes. Unless the elec- 
tion is annulled, the PRD is calling for mass 
civil disobedience. 

Zedillo, who has promised to bequeath his 

RAUL YZAGUIRRE 
PRESIDENT, NCLR 

or a con en ous u g 	g 
which is likely to occur in the 
fall. The fate of investments cru- 
cial to the future well-being of 
the Hispanic American con»munity 
bange in the balance. 

Over the last few years Hispa- 
nic Americans, other minorities, 
and low-income families in gener- 
al have absorbed the bulk of fed- 
eral budget cuts. It was largely 
on the backs of these groups that 
the budget was finally brought 
into balance this year. Lawmakers 
argued then that spending cuts 
were necessary to balance the 
books and bring the federal 
budget into order. As a conse- 
quence, federal programs that 

successor a more democratic Mexico, has done 
nothing to rectify a potentially explosive situ- 
ation in Guerrero, already the site of a guer- 
rilla insurgency. Clinton, usually quick to 
counsel other foreign leaders on the need for 
greater democracy, has likewise been silent. 

Instead, the two presidents were the guests 
of the authoritarian governor of the Yucatan, 
Victor Cervera Pacheco, who is battling im- 
peachment on charges of corruption and elec- 
toral fraud. They were also entertained at 
the hacienda of Roberto Hernandez, a banker 
who helped arrange a US$2.5 million-a-plate 
fundraiser for the PRI in an earlier presiden- 
tial election. 

Compounding the political damage is the 
fact that this was a big step backward for 
Clinton. On his last visit, two years ago, he 
met with opposition leaders. This time, he did 
not — despite the fact that the opposition is 
fest gathering strength. Together, the PRD 
and the center-right National Action Party 
(PAN) now hold 10 of 32 governorship, 
including four of the five most important  

the Federal District (Mexico City), Jalisco, 
Nuevo Leon, and Baja California Norte — and 
run the country's most populous cities, inclu- 
ding Mexico City, Guadalajara, Monterrey, 
Tijuana, Juarez, and Puebla. The governor of 
Guanajuato, Vicente Fox, a PAN member, 
leads early opinion polls for next year's presi- 
dential election, with the PRD governor of the 

Federal District, Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, in 
second place. 

There is therefore a good chance the PRI 
will lose control of the presidency next year, 
ending seventy years of one-party hegemony. 
Yet the Clinton Administration is not even 
hedging its bets. A few weeks ago, U.S. officials 
showered praise on Secretary of Government 
Francisco Labastida Ochoa, the second most 
powerful man in Mexico, and Zedillo's (who 
cannot run for reelection under the constitu- 
tion) apparent choice to succeed him to the 
presidency. 

The message is not lost on the Mexican 
public, nor on the opposition politicians who 
are most likely to take over the helm in the 
new millennium. As far as Washington is con- 
cerned, the PRI — which most Mexicans now 
associate with corruption, drug cartels, falling 
real wages and lower prices for agricultural 
commodities, torture and other police abuses, 
and electoral fraud — can do no wrong. 

1ltrning a blind eye to Mexico has several 
predictable consequences. The narcotics car- 
tele will thrive. The security forces will become 
more repressive in an attempt to contain  dis- -  
satisfaction over poverty, corruption, and elec- 
toral fraud. And, when the forces of democracy 
finally prevail, don't be surprised if they are a 
lot more nationalistic and skeptical of Wash- 
ington's motives. 

But then again, that won't be Bill Clinton's 
problem, will it? 

By Jesus Martinez, Pacific New 
Service 

MEXICO CITY -- The loudly 
trumpeted U.S.-Mexico bilateral 
war on drugs is not convincing to 
average Mexicans -- and much 
less to informed observers. As 
Arnaldo Cordova, one of Mexico's 
most astute political analysts, 
has written, "Every time the 
government announces a new 
plan of operations against drug 
trafficking, we cannot avoid feel- 
ing inundated by a profound 
sense of skepticism." 

Cordova suggests this is at- 
tributable to the poor results 
achieved by government efforts 
in contrast to the widely evident 
rise in power and influence of 
drug barons. Their power is due 

simply to their "enormous impun- 
ity" and the "official protection" 
that drug traffickers and other 
organized criminals enjoy. 

Indeed, it is fair to say that 
people in general believe that 
the best organized and most dan- 
gerous of all criminals are the 
authorities themselves. 

This rise of organized crime 
and the corruption of legal insti- 
tutions in Mexico cannot be ex- 
plained in terms of genetics or 
national character -- Mexicans 
are no less corrupt or honest 
than other peoples. 

One important factor is politi- 
cal in nature, and closely tied to 
the anti-communism so funda- 
mental in 20th century U.S. for- 
eign policy. 

GOP's "FATAL ATTRACTION" 
TO BEDROOM POLITICS 

BY PETER Y. SUSSMAN, PACIFIC NEWS SERVICE 
They're called the House "managers" -- but instead of manag- 

ing President Clinton's removal from office, the Republicans may 
well be ushering in the greatest national political realignment of 
our time. 

Impeachment has become the ultimate "wedge" issue aimed di- 
rectly at the heart of the Grand Old Party -- undoing the pre- 
carious alliance between its intrusive, moralistic managers and 
its get-off-my-back libertarians. The Democrats are mere specta- 
tors in this sibling conflict. 

The Democrats know from their own experience what wedge 
issues are about. It wasn't that long ago that they too were po- 
larized between their Southern, rural and their ethnic, urban 
wings. The disintegration of their own uneasy alliance started 
the process that has led to the current GOP polarization and in- 
cipient disintegration. 

While there are a lot of sub-species in the GOP lineup, they 
all fall into one of two dominant and internally incompatible 
constituencies. The libertarian constituency believes in freedom 
and laissez-fare. Sub-species include old states-righters, free 
marketeers, right-to-arms advocates, right-of-privacy absolutists, 
anti-tax zealots and, further on the fringes, the "leave-me-alone, 
don't-treadon-me" rural utopians. 

If politics were entirely rational, then advocates of gay and 
women's rights should also be fit comfortably into the big tent of 
GOP laissez-faire interests. But that would be abhorrent to the 
other GOP constituency -- the moralists -- with their anti-abor- 
tion sentiment and anti-gay rhetoric. 

The primary political aim of the Christian rightists, or theoc- 
rats, is to impose their moral absolutism -- not to mention Chris- 
tianity itself -- on all levels of American government. They want 
to outlaw abortion, introduce universal school prayer, regulate 
sexual practices and centralize moral control on issues ranging 
from electronic communications to classroom textbook choice. 

Uneasy alliances can work at times. Pros from two different 
political constituencies can share common social ties, common 
enemies, common interests. The GOP has held itself together for 
years by making the Democrats the enemy. So-called big gover- 
nment was anathema to all the GOP sub-species. They didn't like 
the Democrats centralized enforcement of civil rights, distribu- 
tion of benefits, direction of the economy. 

But in recent elections, the GOP's vulnerability has became 
evident. A lot of women, troubled by the party's religious abso- 
lutism, voted for Democratic candidates. Racial and ethnic minor- 
ities -- soon to become majorities in several Southwestern states 
-- rejected the party's laissez-faire approaches, at least so far as 
they entail failure to redress racial inequities. And many who 
voted for Democrats did so because they believed the latter did a 
good job "managing" the economy. 

Now the GOP polarization is revealing itself like an ugly 
wound. The reason goes to the heart of the impeachment process 
which the party has been pursuing with zeal. The essence of the 
Clinton prosecution is the application of an absolutist moral code 
to a civil proceeding -- the demand that a government official be 
removed for a moral transgression. One Republican after another 
has stood up to demand some statement of "atonement" or 
"contrition' from the president in exchange for any considera- 
tion of leniency. The theocrats are in the drivers seat. 

For the GOP's other constituency -- the libertarians -- turning 
a private dalliance into an affair-of-state strikes directly at their 
fundamental beliefs, in particular their abhorrence of central 
control. 

Thus, in their God-given ardor, the "managers" have ignored 
the political reality that assured them a prominent seat in the 
halls of government. They have abandoned their alliance with 
those in their own party who want government to just get the 
hell off their backs. 

Polls over the past months have made clear that voters do 
sense there is something wrong within the GOP. Overwhelming- 
ly the voters have made a distinction between the president's 
private moral transgressions and his official actions. The voters 
have found an accommodation that the Republicans' complicated 
history will not allow them to accept. 

The Grand Old Party may have found its nemesis not in the 
Democrats but in its own tortured soul. While trying once again 
to pull itself together by ganging up to oust Clinton from office, 
it is tearing itself apart. This would not be the first political par- 
ty in modern times to be fatally wounded by bedroom politics. 

serve low-income 	Americans, 
many of whom are Latino, were substantially cut. In some cases 
Latinos and others were simply denied access to important serv- 
ices. 

Now the budget is not only balanced but is projected to pro- 
duce a surplus this year. Meanwhile, as suspected, with services 
and access to services scaled back, low-income hard-working His- 
panic Americans continue to face serious obstacles to improving 
their educational and economic status. For example, Hispanics 
continue to have the nation's highest drop-out rates, low levels 
of high school completion, high poverty rates, and high levels of 
discrimination in employment and housing. 

Hispanics represent a growing number of the nation's citizens, 
workers, voters, and taxpayers. As such, the educational and 
economic status of Hispanic Americans should be a major public 
policy and budgetary priority - especially considering the healthy 
condition of both the economy and the budget. President Clin- 
ton thought so. 

In his budget package he included proposals to increase in- 
vestments in education, job training, and civil rights enforce- 
ment; three critical policy areas for Hispanics. Yet current nego- 
tietions between Congress and the White House seem likely to 
produce no increased investments. In fact, if the House leader- 
ship has its way, negotiations will actually result in deeper cuts 
in services to low-income Hispanic Americans and a tax cut only 
for upper-income Americans. 

It is unconscionable to cut programs for vulnerable low-in- 
come, working poor Hispanic families to pay for these tax cuts. 
Moreover, the nation's future economic security depends in- 
creasingly on maximizing the potential of the growing Hispanic 
population. 

Therefore, during these budget and appropriations discussions 
I urge you to contact your Congressional lawmakers and tell 
them to do the following: 

Oppose policies and laws that threaten the economic stability 
of low-income Hispanic families. The House budget resolution re- - 
quests deep cuts in areas that fund low-income programs. Pro- 
grams such as Medicaid, Food Stamps, the Earned Income Tax 
Credit, job training, health, and others face deep cuts. 

Support funding to provide Hispanic students equal educa- 
tional opportunities. President Clinton's 1999 budget requests 
funds for a Hispanic Education Initiative. The initiative increas- 
es funds for programs serving Hispanic and other low-income 
children. Programs such as Migrant Education, TRIO higher ed- 
ucation preparation assistance (Talent Search, Upward Bound, 
etc.), High School Equivalency (HEP), College Assistance Mi- 
grant Programs (CAMP), Title I, and the U.S. Department of Ed- 
ucation's Office of Civil Rights (OCR) need additional funds to 
serve Latinos effectively. 

Support increased funding for enforcement of federal civil 
rights laws. President Clinton's 1999 budget provides for a 17% 
increase in civil rights enforcement, or $86 million in additional 
resources. Key agencies such as the Equal Employment Oppor- 
tunity Commission, the Civil Rights Division of the Department 
of Justice, and the Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity 
at HUD, are severely in need of additional resources to enforce 
the laws effectively. 

Hispanic Americans are becoming a political force to be 
reckoned with. Increasing naturalization, voter registration, and 
voter participation by Latinos has made our community a critical 
political force - and both major parties are taking notice. If we all 
raise our voices together to insist that our civil rights be re- 
speeted, and that our children be afforded the same educational 
and economic opportunities as other Americans, we can 
strengthen not only our community, but the nation as a whole. 

Sincerely, 
Raul Yzaguirre 
President 
[ADDRESSES] Please write to 
The Honorable William J. Clinton, President of the United 

States 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. Washington DC 20500 
[name of Senator] U.S. Senate Washington DC 20510 
[name of Rep.) U.S. House of Rep. Wash. DC 20516 
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der arrest were often killed and 
their confiscated goods delivered 
to chief Durazo. 

Mexican officials involved in 
drug trafficking expanded their 
activities to include kidnappings, 
bank robberies, smuggling of sto- 
len vehicles, as well as extortion 
and robbery. Today crime rates 
continue 	to escalate even 
though there is an alarming mili- 
tarization of everyday life in 
Mexico. 

Moreover, there is ample evi- 
dence that organized crime has 
infiltrated the highest levels of 
government. The accounts of il- 
licit activities during the Carlos 
Salinas de Gortari presidency 
(1988-1994) make Durazo look 
like a church choirboy. Yet presi- 
dents Bush and Clinton continu- 
ously "certified" the Salinas gov- 
ernment as cooperating in the 
war on drugs." 
Drug trafficking continues to 

grow in Mexico, Colombia and 
the United States, irrespective of 
Washington's certification deci- 
sions. The drug barons' power 
and influence rises in direct pro- 
portion to the insatiability of the 
American appetite for cocaine 
and other drugs. 

What are the causes of this -- 
what makes Silicon Valley execu- 
tives, inner city teenagers, and 
the suburban middle classes want 
to use cocaine, crack, or other 
substances? 

The U.S. government's failure 
to convince its citizens to stop 
consuming drugs has led Con- 
gress and the White House to 
perpetually look elsewhere for 
scapegoats while ignoring the 
underlying social problems of the 
American drug crisis. 

The annual process of certifi- 
cation of nations as partners in 
the war against drugs has be- 
come as meaningless and ineffec- 
tive as Ronald Reagans "just say 
no" campaign. 

More than ever, the United 
States and Mexico share a drug 
problem. Clearly, there is a need 
fora better approach and more 
effective solutions. 

A study by the Mexican Inati- 
tute on the Study of Organized 
Crime found that Mexicans en- 
joyed relative public safety three 
decades ago. However, the ex- 
tension of the Cold War to Mexi- 
can territory transformed the 
role and character of the police 
and armed forces. 

In the late 1960s and early 
1970s, the government followed 
the examples of right wing mili- 
tary dictatorships and initiated a 
dirty war against rural and ur- 
ban groups labeled as communist 
and regarded as subversive. 
Washington looked favorably on 
all this. 

On October 2, 1968 army and 
security forces fired upon a 
peaceful student rally at Tlate- 
lolco Plaza, killing many civilians 
(estimates range in the hun- 
dreds) and injuring many more. 
This initiated an era of state ter- - 
ronsm that featured the persecu- 
tion, incarceration, and even 
physical disappearance of thou- 
sends of civilians from all walks 
of life. With the pretext of fight- 
ing urban or rural guerrillas, se- 
curity forces ignored constitu- 
tional and civil rights. 

Participating agents enjoyed a 
prime additional benefit -- "war 
booty," the illegal acquisition of 
the material possessions of those 
detained. 

The security forces continued 
to operate with impunity until 
the 1980s when some were abol- 
ished, but many of their members 
rose through police or military 
ranks, where their ambition re- - 

suited in the institutionalization 
of corrupt practices. 

A well known example was  Ar- 
turn Durazo, who used his life- 
long friendship with then presi- 
dent Jose Lopez Portillo (1976- 
82) to become chief of police in 
Mexico City. Despite his modest 
salary, Durazo became wealthy 
and built immense mansions from 
the daily tribute he required of 
all his subordinates — who, in 
turn, extorted innocent civilians 
in order to keep their jobs and 
please their boss. Uncooperative 
criminals and drug traffickers un- 
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Por Rosendo Majano. 

Washington, 16 feb - EI presi- 
dente astsdouHidensa, Bill Clin- 
ton, pedirä al Congreso "la räpi- 
da aprobaciOn" de 956 millones de 
dolarea Para los palses de Con. 
troamerica devastados por el  hur- 
acán "Mitch" anunci6 boy an es- 
posa, Hillary Rodham Clinton. 

La primera dams estadouni- 
dense dijo que eats cantidad -qua 
se suma a los 300 ya concedidos y 
harn un total de 1.200 millones 
de dblares de asistencia de este 
psis a los centroamericanos-, in. 
cluye 50 millones de d6lares para 
las 	victimas 	del 	hurac6n 
"Georges", en Republica Domini- 
cana. 

Ademäs, 10 millones de d6lares 
para los damnificados del sefsmo 
ocurrido en Is region cafetalera 
de Colombia, el 25 de enero pasa- 
do. 

Por su parts, el subsecretario 
interino de Estado pars Asuntos 
Inteamericanos, Peter Romero, 
dijo a EFE que Ia nueva ayuda 
qua solicitarä Clinton, "podrfa 
sec aprobada por el Congreso en- 
tre esta fecha y finales de marzo 
proximo". 

"Estamos comprometidos con el 
futuro de nuestros vecinos de 
Centroamerica, y en aste senti_ 
do, Is asistencia por parte de Es- 

tados Unilos pars Is rernnsrruc- 
ci6n y el desarrollo se mantendra 
siempre" resaltb Is esposa del 
presidents de Estados Unfdos. 

Hillary Clinton, quiem visit6 
log 

 

aims devastadoe por el hura- 
c4n "Mitch" y Republica Domini- 
caaa en diciembre de 1998, des- 
vel6 que la nueva ayuda de In 
Casa Blanca per 956 millones de 
d6lares se usar6 en programa de 
reconstrucci6n a largo plazo. 

"El huracän Mitch ha sido el 
desestre natural mäs Brande que 
jemäs haya afectado al hemisferio 
occidental", senalo Hillary Clin- 
ton durante una ceremonia en Ia 
que estuvieron presentes Tipper 
Gore, esposa del vicepresidente 
estadounidense, Albert Gore; Ia 
secretaria de Estado, Madeleine 
Albright, y otros funcionarios de 
alto nivel. 

Agreg6 que los fondos que so- 
licitar6 el presidents Clinton al 
Congreso ayudaran a 17 millones 
de personas y que, entre otros 
beneficios, 	facilitarii 	vivienda 
temporal a 20.000 centroamerica- 
nos, permitir4 establecer 6.000 
eacuelas temporales y Ia repara- 
ci6n de 1.700 centros educativos. 

"Estados Unilos ayudarä de- - 
cididamente a los paises centroa- 
mericanos a reconstruir sus sue- 
fios y esperanzas", subray6 Ia ph- 

mars lama de Estados Unilos. 
"Quiero enviar un mensaje 

contundente a los centroamerica- 
nos, y es que continuaremos 
siempre juncos desarrollando el 
futuro y fortaleciendo nuestra 
fraliciona1 amistad", reiter6. 

Por su parte, el director de Ia 
Agencia Internacional Para el 
Desarrollo de Estados Unidos, 
Brian Atwood, describi6 Ia trage- 
die centromericana como Ia peer 
registrada en el continents. 

Destac6 que "todo Estados 
Unilos ha permanecido atento y 
ayudando a las victimas de esta 
tragedis. Creo que ahora los cen- 
troamericanos ven un futuro mäs 
optimista gracias a esta ayuda", 
expres6 Atwood. 

Mientras, Ia secretaria de Es- 
tado, Madeleine Albright, puso 
enfasia en "la generosidad de Es- 
tados Unidos que ayuda no solo 
en Centroam6rica sino en el re- - 
sto del mundo". 

Afirm6 que la ayuda por 956 
millones de d6lares que solicitarä 
el presidente Clinton "demuestra 
Ia atenci6n que Estados Unidon 
presta a sus vecinos Para que su- - 
peren Ia tragedia. Este es la cons 
corrects que debe hacer Estados 
Unilos", precis6 Albright. 

Asimismo, Tipper Gore, que 
visitb 

 

Is region centroamericana 

-  

devastade, inform6 de qua Clin- 
ton puso en präctica muchas de 
las  recomendaciones qua ells le 
hizo al regresar de su gira en no- 
viembre de 1998. 

Entre esas recomendaciones 
figuran algunas medidas de inmi- 
graci6n que benefician a refigia- 
dos de aquellos pafses que viven 
en Estados Unilos, segiin dijo. 

El huracän "Mitch" caus6, al 
memos, 9.000 muertes en Hon- - 

duras, Nicaragua, El Salvador y 
Guatemala; tres millones de dam- 
nificados y p6rdidas superiores a 
8.500 millones de dölares, segün 
las  cifras facilitadas hoy por la 
Casa Blanca. 

Sobre Ia nueva ayuda esta- 
dounidense anunciada, Ia Oficina 
de Washington pars Am€rical La- 
tina (WOLA), dijo que Ia Casa 
Blanca debe enfocar sus progra- 
ma de asistencia en Is disminu- 
ci6n de la pobreza y en el desar- 
rollo rural sostenible. 

La entidad privada WOLA, 
que promueve Ia democracia y el 
respeto a los derechos humane, 
laments que no se haya incluido 
en eats proposici6n un proyecto 
de ley que extienda el Tratado de 
Libre Comercio (TLC, firmado en- 
tre Estados Unilos, M€xico y Ca- 
nadä, a los passes de Centroa- 
m€rues y el Caribe. 
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0 Breves 
Grupos Republicans Advierten Que 

Partido Va Hacia Fracaso 
'or Jose A. Delgado. 

Washington - EI Partido Republicano de EEUU tiene que  dis- -  
auciafle de la intolerancia Si quiere dejar atres la crisis genera- 
la por su respaldo a la destituciön del presidente Bill Clinton. 
oincidieron hoy portavoces de grupos minoritarios. 

Para republicanos de organizacibnes afroamericanas, pro abor- 
q y "gays', su partido debe volver a centrarse en sus valores tra- 
licionales derechos individuates, un gobierno pequeßo y el libre 
nercado. 

Los que respalden esos principios deben ser bienvenidos en el 
;OP (Grand Old Party) y su militancia no debe ser condicionada 
i otros valores individuales, indicaron. 

Durante y despues del proceso de destitution contra Clinton. 
tue concluyö el pasado viernes con la absoluciön del presidente 
stadounidense, las encuestas han coincidido en que el 
impeachment" ha desvinculado a los republicans del pueblo. 
"Los republicanos se han marginado en este proceso porque la 

;ente no quiere al Gebie t-no metido dentro de su cama" y ells 
an hecho ego en el escändalo Lewinsky, dijo Ann Stone, presi- 
lenta del grupo feminists "Republicanos Pro Option" (Pro- 

- 

hoice). 
Stone sostuvo que a rafz del proceso de destitution recibe de- - 

enas de llamadas dianas de mujeres que le anuncian su baja del 
'artido Republicano para unirse a los democratas o declararse in- 
lependiente. 

Richard Tafel, director ejecutivo del grupo gay "Log Cabin Re- 
>ublicans", sostuvo que "el partido de Abraham Lincoln ha sido 
ecuestrado por la derecha extreme, desvinculado del reste del 
pueblo estadounidense". 

La afroamericana Faye Anderson, presidents del Instituto 
)ouglass de Polltica Püblica, indicö que el Partido Republican 
lebe comenzar por reconocer "que estä en problemas" y "quemar 
u actual imagen" antiminorfas. 
"Lo debe hater ya, no esperar los 18 meses en que selecciona 

Lu candidato a la presidenda", pues van camino a una clara der- 
ota electoral, indico Anderson. 
Segün los tres analistas, el debate en favor de la destitution 

le Clinton centrö la atenciön en dirigentes identificados con la 
lerecha republicans, como el  Lider  de la mayorfa del Senado, 
pent Lott, y los congresistas Robert Barr y Henry Hyde. 

Lott y Barr, uno de los fiscales que acusaron a Clinton ante el 
ienado, admitieron recientemente aue han hablado ante el 
Concilio de Ciudadanos Conservadores" (CCC), un grupo que 
lefiende la "supremacfa" de la raze blanca. 

Cuando hablö ante la CCC en 1992, Lott dijo: "Ustedes de- - 

lenden los principios y la filosoffa correctas", sostuvo Tafel, al 
ecordar que en 1998 el lfder del Senado sostuvo que la homosex- 
ialidad era uns enfermedad, como el alcoholismo y la cleptoma- 
tia. 

Hyde es un reconocido opositor al aborto, asunto que suele 
ontrolar como presidente del Comite Judicial de la Camara de 
tepresentantes, puesto desde el cual dirigiö el grupo de fiscales 
tue acusaron a Clinton de perjurio y obstruction de justicia. 

Bajo el liderazgo de Lott, los republicanos dieron inicio en 
vlichigan el lunes a aria serie de 150 reuniones de pueblo, dedi- 
adas a comunicar a los ciudadanos sus propuestas gubernamen-, 
ales y dejar aträs "la etapa del impeachment". 

Tafel, sin embargo, sostuvo que los asistentes a esos encuen- 
ros de pueblo suelen ser preseleccionados por los propios diri- 
;entes republicanos. "Lo que hate falte es una comunicaciön real 
on los represeutantes de los grupos minotitarios", dijo. 
EI gobernador de Texas, George W. Bush, y la ex presidenta 

le la Cruz Roja Elizabeth Dole, favoritos para obtener la candi- 
iatura presidential republicana, son politicos que pueden Ilevar 
in mensaje en favor de la inclusion y no de la exclusion, sostu- 
o. 

El portavoz del grupo "Log Cabin Republicans" dijo que Bush 
3eria la principal carta republicans para atraer el voto de los his- 
panos, que se identifican marcadamente con los demöcratas. 

dolores premenstruales), diente 
de ledn (es diuretico, laxante, 
duplica is production de bills, 
conige las digestiones), genciana 
(ütil en la cefalea por mareos, 
problemas digestivos y biliares), 
lavanda (sedante y carminativa, 
elimina gases, antiseptica, tönico 
nervioso), pasionaria (dolores de 
cabeza de origen nervioso), rude 
(dolores per forzar la vista, 
nerviosismos e indigestiones), ro- 
mero (tönico del corazön, combate 
is presiön alta). 

La acupuntura balanceando la 
energfa del cerebro y de las ar- 
terias, asf como equilibrando la 
circulation de la sangre y el sis- 
tema nervioso central, es una 
fuerte aliada de la medicina mod- 
erna, totalmente natural y sin 
contraindications. 

Los quimicos no son buenos, 
por un lado ayudan y por el otro 
intoaican el higado y el organis- 
mo. Las hierbas naturales quizäs 
Ileven un poquito mäs de tiempo 
en la cure, pero esta es mäs efec- 
tiva, natural y duradera. 

un virus, el Herpes Zoster es el 
causal y produce lo que se llama 
culebnlla. Otras causas pueden 
set: artrosis de Is columna cervi- 
cal, cefaleas siquicas, cefaleas por 
tumores, cefaleas por hemorragia 
cerebral, traumatismos cranea- 
nos, glaucoma, alte presiön ade- 
nal, estres, fatiga, etc. Como 
verän, las causas son muchas, los 
trastornos son serb s. 

El primer consejo es consultar 
con el medico, por cuanto deträs 
de un dolor de cabeza podria es- 
conderse otra enfermedad grave. 
Con la medicina natural, la de 
las plantas, y con la acupuntura 
hemos podido ayudar a un sinnü- 
mero de personas. 

La auriculopuntura y la digi- 
topuntura son otros de los meto- 
dos altamente efectivos. Entre 
las hierbas mäs recomendadas: 
Anemone (sedante nervioso y 
analgesico), manzanilla (sedante, 
expulsa gases, excelente para 
dolores menstruales y blilares), 
gramilla (actüa muy ben en los 
dolores de cabeza de origen re- 
nal, dolores de nuca, espalda y 

Sobre Su Salud 
Las jaquecas 

Por Dr. Hector Pablo Oliva 
Se dice que existe la posibili• 

dad de sufiir jaquecas en un 25% 
Si los antecedentes son lejanos, 
un 50% si el enfermo fue el padre 
o la madre, y un 75% si fueron 
ambos progenitores. 

EI "dolor de cabeza" es un sIw 
tome muy comün en el ser  hu- 
mario, y casi nadie puede decir 
que nunca haya sufrido de un 
dolor de cabeza. Pero hay distin- 
tos dolores de cabeza. Uno serfs 
la "cefalea", que es un dolor in- 
terno, global, provocado por le- 
siön en las panes blandas, tegu- 
mentos, huesos craneanos, me- 
ninges y vasos encefälicos. 
La otra entidad es la 

"cefalalgia", uns neuralgia su- 
perficial de los nervios de la ca- - 
beza, y por Ultimo, la jaqueca 
hemicraneana o migrafla, que 
constituye una entidad con ubi- 
caciön y trastornos caracteristi- 
cos . 

El dolor de cabeza puede re- 
sponder a otra enfermedad pres- 
tada pero cuyo origen sea difer- 
ente. Muchos personajes famosos 
sufrieron jaquecas: Pascal, Calvi- 
no, Wagner, Freud, Kant, Edgar 
Allan Poe, etc. Pero realmente... 

...LPor que duele la cabeza? 
En realidad el cerebrc, asf 

como grau parte de las meninges 
(membranas que recubren el cer- 
ebro), son insensibles al dolor. 
Las estructuras was importantes 
que registran el dolor son los va- 
SOS sangufneos, arterias durales 
y cerebrales,  las  grandes venas y 
los servos venosos. Todas estas 
estructuras acusan, con un dolor 
tipp pulsätil, la vasodilatation, 
originando el dolor de cabeza. En 
otras palabras, la "dilataciön de 
los vasos sangufneos craneanos 
que estän en una caja ösea inex- 
tensible son los causantes del 
dolor". 

Entre las teorfas que tratan 
de explicar el origen del dolor es- 
tan: la electrlca, la quimica, y la 
vascular. La pnmera habla de 
una perturbation electrica cere- 
bral, la segunda de la liberation 
de distintas sustancias como 
"histamine. tironina. acetilcoli- 

Algunos antihióHos reduwn 
el riesgn de irnfartos 

E1 estudio fue realizado por la Universidad de Boston 
(Massachusetts) entre 16,454 pacientes britanicos, revelando que 
el riesgo de infarto se reducfa en un 30% entre quienes recibier- 
on tratamiento medico a base de antibiöticos 

Quienes toman antibioticos, tienen, al parecer, menos riesgos 
que otras personas de ser vIctimas de un infarto del miocardio, 
indican varios investigadores estadounidenses en la Revista de la 
Asociaciön Medica Estadounidense. 

El estudio fue realizado por la Universidad de Boston 
(Massachusetts) entre 16,454 pacientes britänicos, revelando que 
el riesgo de infarto se reducfa en un 30% entre quienes recibier- 
on tratamiento medico a base de antibiöticos de la familia de las 
tetraciclinas y en un 50`7 entre quienes se trataron con quinolo- 
na. 

"Los resultados de este amplio estudio confirman indirecta- 
mente la idea de que algunas infecciones bacterianas podrfan de- - 

sempefiar un papel en las enfermedades cardfacas y que la Wi- 
lizaciön de tetraciclinas y de quinolonas podrfa reducir el riesgo 
de infartos", esenben los autores del estudio. 

Sin embargo, ese lazo no demuestra la existencia de una rela- 
ciön causa -efecto entre algunas bacterias y las enfermedades car- 
dfacas, destacan los investigadores. 

"Por ahora,  los  antibiöticos no son recomendados para la pre- - 

vención o el tratamiento de mfartos del miocardio", aclar6 por su 
parte el doctor Aaron Folsom, de la Universidad de Minnesota. 
"Los medicos deben seguir privilegiando is reduction de grasas, el 
control de la hipertension y la interruption del tabaco, como me- 
dios para prevenir los infartos", continuo. 

Numerosos trabajos de investigation ya han sugerido que al- 
gunas bacterias, como la Chlamydia neumonfa o el helicobacter 
pylon, aumentaban el riesgo de infartos o de congestion cerebral. 

na, y ültimamente, serotonina, 
que actuarfan disminuyendo el 
umbral del dolor a traves de las 
plasmakininas y provocando vaso- 
dilataci6n arterial. Y la vascular, 
atnbuye puramente a la dilata- 
dön de las  arterias el origen del 
dolor. 

En realidad, se da una combi- 
naciön de las tree teorfas en la 
präctica. La jaqueca se caracteri- 
za por tenet dos fases: Is pnmera 
es la de vasocontricciön con sin- 
tomas de irritabilidad, cambios de 
humor, agotamiento, vertigo, 
zumbidos, alteraciones de la 
vision. Luego viene la segunda 
fase, realmente dolorosa, con for- 
tfsimos sufrimientos, algias loca- 
lizadas en una mitad de la cabe- 
za, mäs frecuentemente la iz- 
quierda. Abarca la zona frontal, 
ocular y temporal. Es un dolor 
pulsatil, sincrönico con el ritmo 
cardiaco, acompafiado de näuseas, 
inapetencia y vömitos. Dura unas 
dote horn. Las pupilas estän di- 
latadas y las extremidades fnas. 
Durante la crisis, el enfermo 
huye del ruido y de la luz refu- 
giändose en la penumbra y el si - - 

lenclo. Muchas son las causas 
que pueden desencadenarlo: frfo, 
calor, 	problemas psicolbgicos, 
afectivos, alcohol, tabaco, comi- 
das indigestas, sustancias alergi- 
zantes, problemas hormonales, el 
descanso despues de un intenso 
trajfn. Afecta mäs a mujeres que 
a hombres, por influencias hor- 
monales. Comienza en la juven- 
tud, disminuye hacia los 50 afios, 
y es ram despues de los 65. Hay 
otro dolor de cabeza: El dolor de 
cabeza vascular, muy cercano a la 
jaqueca, es muy violento. Sc  1k- 
ma migrafia roja, afecta a hom- 
bres, es nocturne y siempre del 
mismo lado. Se produce por brus- 
ca dilatation de las arterias de la 
cabeza, debido a un exceso de 
sustancias quimicas en la sangre. 

Otro tipo es la llamada neural- 
gia facial. Es la neuralgia del tri- 
gemino, nervio que tiene tres ra- 
mas: mandibulas inferior y supe- 
nor y zona oftälmica. Es un dolor 
como descarga electrica, con piel 
sensible, a veces la presencia de 

Esperan Comision OEA Condena 
Politica Migratoria en Frontera 
San Diego - Organismos legales de California manifestaron 

hoy su esperanza de que la Comision Interamericana de los Der- 
echos Humanos (CIDH) condene la "Operation Guardian" a la 
que atribuyen las muertes de unos 360 indocumentados en la 
frontera y violaciones a acuerdos internationales. 

En una denuncia de 
50 päginas, la Union de 
Libertades Civiles Amer- 
icanas y la Fundation de 
Asistencia Legal Rural 
de California denunciar- 

	

on a la CIDH que la Op- 
	 I. 

eracion 	Guardian 
"deliberadamente 	con- 
duce a quienes cruzan 
ilegalmente la frontera a 
situaciones mortales". 

	

Un portavoz de los 	 .. 

grupos legales, Paul  .. 

	

Hoffman, dijo boy a EVE 	 .... 

que espera que la conde- 
na de la CIDH, pertene- 
ciente a la Organizaciön 
de Estados Americanos (OEA), "lleve a reconsiderar esa estrate- 
gia que se vuelve cada vez mäs mortffera" en la frontera entre 
California y Mexico. 

Segün an conteo de los organismos demandantes, la 
"Operation Guardian" habria causado la muerte de unos 23 inmi- 
grantes en 1994, cuando fue fundada, y las fatalidades han ido 
en aumento desde entonces. 

En 1998 perecieron 145 personas. 
Hasta este mediodfa, la CIDH se mantenfa sin responder a esa 

demands, confirmö Hoffman. 
La operation incluye cerca de 2.300 agentes de la Patrulla 

Fronteriza, helicöpteros, sistemas de vigilancia nocturna y ase- 
sorfa de ingenieros de la Guardia National de California, asi 
como cämaras de filmaciön y programas de computation para lle- 
var registros. 

Un portavoz de la patrulla en el sector de San Diego, Mario 
Villareal. neeö nor su harte que las muertes de los inmigrantes 
seen producto de las medidas contra la mmigraciön ilegal. 

"Las muertes no son por la estrategia; se deben a los contra- 
bandistas de indocumentados que los gufan por esas zones de pe-! 
ligro, sin respeto por la vida humane y con el ünico interes de 
hater dinero con el sufrimiento ajeno", opine Villarreal. 

Dijo que la Patrulla Fronteriza comprende que la inmigraciön 
ilegal obedece a necesidades econOmicas, pero descartd que las 
autoridades puedan suspender la vigilancia por la protesta de los 

grupos legales ante la CIDH. 
Del total de indocumentados muertos en los cuatro allos que 

se ha mantenido el operativo, todos excepto 16 son de nacionali- 
dad mexicana. 

Basändose en informes forenses, los nümeros mäs altos de in- 
migrantes muertos se deben, segün los organismos de derechos 
humanos, a accidentes viales, abogamientos al cruzar rfos y 
canales,insolaciön en los desiertos e hipotermia durante las epo- 
cas de frlo en las montafias. 

La entrega de la demanda ante la CIDH tambien fue anuncia- 
da el miercoles en la Ciudad de Mexico, donde otros grupos reali- 
zaron uns manifestation en contra de la operation. 

El Comite de religiosos Servicios Amigos de las Americas 

(AFSC, en ingles y el Taller de Arte de la ciudad mexicana de 

Tijuana --vecina de San Diego-- colocaron en la centrica plaza 
Zöcalo de la capital mexicana 360 cruces de madera que represen- 
tan las muertes de los inmigrantes, atribuidas todas a la Opera- 
eton Guardian. 

Tanto la denuncia ante la Comisiön de la OEA como la protes 
to en Mexico se han llevado a cabo en los mismos dfas en que 
funcionarios de Mexico y Estados Unidos informaron en 
Washington que definfan un acuerdo bilateral pare evitar que 
mur eran mäs indocumentados en su frontera comün. 
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Many of today's senior 

citizens enjoy leading 

active lifestyles. 

Sometimes these activities 

can be limited by knee or 

hip problems which occur 

as we age. If this happens 

to you, Orthopaedic 

Surgery Associates dt the 

Texas Tech Medical Center 

". . she's 

bäc^:I.:lI%ill%i:. 
  

all in ten days" 

are hereto help. Our 

expert physicians, nurses 

and staff are dedicated to 

provküng you with quality 

medical care, including 

joint replacements, to 

assist you in staying active 

and continuing your 

independent lifestyle. 
"When you fall and break your hip, life can really 

change. I know. It happened to me. My husband 

and I knew I should go to the doctors at the Texas 

Tech Medical Center. The healing process for a 

broken hip needed to start immediately...from the 

emergency room on to intensive care. Next came 

surgery, rehab, and finally hotne - all in ten days! At 

the Texas Tech Medical Center a doctor is always 

there. They got me home fast - as good as new! For a 

quick recovery and return to normal life, I place my 

bet on the doctors at the Texas Tech Medical Center. 

They're some of the world's best doctors and they 

can be your doctor too." 
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Los Heroes - A Cada Cual Lo Suyo Quien Soy Yo? 
Bueno, Es Asi... estos hombres y hallar nueva in- 

spiracion. Estos eran jövenes, a!- - 
gilflOS acabados de salir de la es- 
cuela secundaria, que se alistar- 
on en la Guardia Nacional. Se 
convirtieron en guerreros de la 

poche a la mafiana. 
Despues de batallas feroces y 

sangrientas que incluyeron el 
combate cuerpo a cuerpo, fueron 
capturados por el enemigo. Resis- 
tierou tres y medio alios de bru- 
talidades inconcebibles que hi- 
cieron morir a la mitad de los 
80,000 prisioneros de guerra es- 
tadounidenses y filipinos. 

Estos fueron individuos corn- 
tines impulsados hacia Stun- 
stancias extraordinarias, y pro- 
dujeron hechos de heroismo ex- 
traordinarios. Los que sobre- 
vivieron regresaron a sus casas y 
construyeron sus vidas. 

Todo hombre, toda mujer y 
todo nifo -- asi como todos los cl- 
nicos — deberlan tener la oportu- 
nidad de escuchar sus relates. 
Ellos desaparecerßn pronto, y to- 
davfa uo hemos conservado todos 
sus relatos y todo su legado. 
"Hay mucho mss por hater," dice 
el Comandante Silva, que no ha 
cesado nunca de servir a su pals. 

No puedo escuchar sus relatos 
sin saber que estoy en la compa- 
fila de heroes. 

6Quien es un heroe nacional? 
A cads cual lo suyo. 

(Jose Armas, de Albuquerque, Nuevo 
Mexico, es autor y critico social de lar- 
go tiempo.) 

Propledad literaria regiatrada por 
Hispanic Link Newa Service en 1999. 
Distribuldo por The Los Angeles'ßmes 
Syndicate 

asombro. Jordan no falsificö sus 
talentos naturales; se impulsö a 
si mismo y moströ una etica de 
trabajo que no se encuentra en- 
tre la mayorfa de las "estrellas". 

En verdad, continuaremos sin 
el, pero nuestras vidas mu- 
ndanales fueron mßs dulces debi- 
do a su talento, su gracia y su 
forma de actuar. 

No hay que ser amante del ba- 
loncesto para apreciar lo que el 
logr6. Un muchachito diseapaci- 
tado emocionado — un niflo blan- 
co -- concuerda conmigo. EI dijo 
en un programa de noticias por 
television: "Quiero crecer pare 
ser como Michael Jordan." 

Mohammed Ali tue esta eine 
de heroe que transcendi6 a su 
ocupaci6n. 

Ahora la legislature de Nuevo 
Mexico promete mäs divisionismo 
para seguir las huellas del desa- 
6o del afo pasado a fm de reco- 
nocer al fundador de aquel esta- 
do, Juan de 06ate, como heroe 
porque no era un santo. 

Y el senador Rod Adair no orte 
que el dirigente Pope, de los in- 
digenas Pueblos, hays sido un 
kerne. Adair ha prometido que 
combatirS a la idea de situar una 
estatua en honor de Pope en 
Washington, DC., que repre- 
sente a nuestro estado. Adair 
dice que Pope "no es sencilla- 
mente digno de eso." 

Pope uni6 a las tribus. EI diri- 
giö la Revuelta de los Pueblos en 
1680 que sacö a los espanoles de 
Nuevo Mexico debido a sus malos 
tratos. A Pope se le podrla con- 
siderar como el George Washing- 
ton de los indigenas Pueblos. 

Por Jose Arrnas 
EI contacto excesivo marchita a 

todos los heroes Un sabio dijo 
eso pace mucho tiempo. De modo 
que cdeberia sorprendernos el 
que nuestra epoca hays produci- 
do una abundauia tal de cinicos 
que aleguen que no hay heroes 
nacionales? 

tQuienes que esten en la poll- 
tica, especialmente en Washing- 
ton, podrlan obtener actual- 
mente un apoyo de consenso 
Como que merezcan esa designa- 
ci6n? 

Y, que hay de los deportes? 
cCuäntos ungir(an a Mark Mc- 
Gwire, que se rellenö del contro- 
vertido androstenedione, una 
droga que ayuda en el crecimien- 
to de müseulos, o a Sammy Sosa, 
quien vino de otras tierras, solo 
porque batearon muchae pelotas 
de beisbol por encima de muchas 
cercas? 

Y, que hay del baloncesto? 
^Acerca de Michael Jordan? A1- 
gunoe se burlan de calificar Como 
heroe a un jugador de balonces- 
to; no podrIa importarles menos 
que Michael Jordan se Kaya jubi- 
lado 

"Todavla tengo que levantar- 
me por la mailana e it a trabajar 
para pagar la hipoteca. Puedo 
vivir sm Jordan;' me dice una 
voz sardOnica. 

St. Pero otro sabio dice: 
"Deade luego que se puede vivir 
sin Is poesla, pero la vida puede 
ser mejor con ella." 

Michael era poesla. El realizö 
hazaflas extraordinarias que po- 
drian inspirarle a uno y hater 
que se quedara boquiabierto de 

Por Joe Rodriguez 
Soy chicano, mexicoamericano, 

Latino, estadounideuse, mexicano 
e hispano. La mayor parte de loe 
dias, en ese Orden. 

Pero algunos dias soy total- 
mente puertorriqueßo. Despues 
que vivi y trabaje entre eilos du- 
rante vans afios en el Noreste 
de Estados Unidos, algunos ami- 
gos puertorriqueiios me conce- 
dieron la ciudadanla honorlfica. 
Tengo un bot6n de solapa de 
Puerto Rico pare probarlo. 

Se lo que estän pensando: Este 
tipo debe teuer una profunda erl- 
si2 de identidad. 

Cuando estaba en la escuela 
superior, la tenla. Pero ahora 
realmente he Ilegado a sentirme 
c6modo en mi cambalache cultur- 
al y nacional. Es algo latino. EI 
problems verdadero es que los 
Estados Unidos no ban captado 
plenamente la complejidad de Is 
identidad Latina. 

Me recordö esto un lector aqui 
en San Jose, California. "Su col- 
umna es informativa y me ha 
dado perspectiva de las muchas 
razes y cultures que hay en el 
Condado de Santa Clara. Pero 
me gustarla que usted aclarara el 
significado de estas palabras: La- 
tino, hispan-americano, men- 
coamericano, hiepano y chicano. 
Estoy confundido y quiero 
comprender. ' 

Es una orden dificil, pero he 
aqul un compendio räpido sobre 
la identidad latina, seguido por 
la significaciön de todo elk. 

cEra el un santo? No. Con el 
tiempo, el fue quitado de la diri- 
gencia debido a su propio trata- 
miento despötico de los indlgenas 
Pueblos. Pero esto no cambia el 
hecho de que su dirigencia pars 
liberar a su pueblo surte efecto 
actualmente sobre nuestro esta- 
do. Para ml, Pope el libertador es 
un herce digno. 

Pope y Ofiate pueden ser 
heroee pare ml, mis hijos y mis 
nietos. 

Si rechazamos a Pope y a 
Oßate, debemos empezar a tum- 
bar las estatuas de George 
Washington, el padre de nuestro 
pals -- y propietario de esclavos. 
Y la de Thomas Jefferson, por aus 
indiscreciones. 

Hay otras clases de heroes. Los 
Veteranos de Bataan de Albu- 
querque acaban de lauzar eu 
Fundaci6n Conmemorativa de 
Bataän-Corregidor. El Coman- 
dante Agapito Silva dice: "La 
fundaciön crearä una conmemo- 
racidn perpetua pare recorder al 
pueblo sobre los sacrifIcios tre- 
mendos de nuestros soldados pot 
su pals." 

Silva, de 79 atlos de edad,  fixe  
hecho prisionero por los japones- 
es durante la Segunda Guerra 
Mundial y obligado a participar 
en la infame "Marcha de la 
Muerte de Bataän." EI nos re- 
cuerda que: "De los 2,000 sobre- 
vivientes originales de la experi- 
encia de Bataan que procedlan 
de Nuevo Mexico, sobreviven 
menos de 90, y estän muriendo 
räpidamente. 

Aquellos clnicos que dices que 
no hay heroes podrian mirar a 

Heroes -- To Each His Own 
By Jose Armas 

Too much contact withers all 
heroes. A sage said that long 
ago. So should it surprise us that 
our times have spawned cynics 
claiming there are no national 
heroes? 

Who in politics, particularly in 
Washington today, could gain 
support as deserving of that ap- 
pellation? 

What about in sports? How 
many would anoint Mark Mc- 
Gwire, who bulked up with the 
controversial 	muscle-building 
drug androstenedione, or Sammy 
Sosa, who came from another 
land, because they hit many 
baseballs over many fences? 

What about basketball? 

stars.' 
Certainly, we'll go on without 

him, but our mundane lives were 
sweeter because of his talent, his 
grace and his class act. 

You don't have to love basket- 
ball to appreciate what he accom- 
plished. An excited, handicapped 
little boy -- a white boy -- agrees 
with me. He said on a television 
news show, "I want to grow up 
to be Michael Jordan." 

Mohammed Ah was this kind of 
hero who transcended his profes- 
sion. 

Now New Mexico's legislature 
promises more divisiveness to fol- 
low on the heels of last year's 
challenge to recognize the state's 

Michael Jordan? Some scoff at 
calling a basketball player a 
hero; they couldu t care less that 
Michael Jordan has retired. 

"I still have to get up in the 
morning and go to work and pay 
the mortgage. I can live without 
Jordan," a sardonic voice tells 
me. Yes. But another sage says, 
"Of course you can live without 
poetry, but your life can be bet- 
ter with it." 

Michael was poetry. He per- 
formed extraordinary feats that 
could inspire you and make you 
gasp in wonder. Jordan didn't 
cheat on his natural talents; he 
pushed himself and exhibited a 
work ethic not found among most 

founder, Juan de Oate, as a hero 
because he wasn't a saint. 

And Sen. Rod Adair doesn't 
think Pueblo leader Pope is a 
hero. Adair has promised to fight 
placing a statue honoring Pope 
in Washington, D.C., to repre- 
sent our state. Adair says Pope 
"is just not worthy." Pope unit- 
ed the tribes. He led the 1680 
Pueblo Revolt that drove the 
Spanish out of New Mexico for 
their heavy-handed treatment. 
Pope could be considered the 
George Washington of the Pue- 
blos. 

Was he a saint? No. Eventual- 
ly he was forced from leadership 
because of his own heavy-handed 
treatment of the Pueblos. But 
this doesn't change the fact his 
leadership to liberate his people 
impacts our state today. To me, 
Pope the liberator is a worthy 
hero. Pope and Oate can be 
heroes for me and my children 
and grandchildren. If we reject 
Pope and Oate, we must start 
toppling the statues of George 
Washington, father of our cou.n- 
try -- and slave owner. And Tho- 
mas Jefferson, for his indiscre- 
tions. 

There are another kinds of 
heroes. The Bataan Veterans of 
Albuquerque have just launched 
the Bataan-Corregidor Memorial 
Foundation. Commauder Agapito 
Silva says, "The foundation will 
create a perpetual memorial to 
remind people of the tremendous 
sacrifices of our solders for their 
country." 

The 79-year-old Silva was tak- 
en prisoner by the Japanese dur- 
ing World War II and forced onto 
the infamous Bataan Death 

March. He reminds us, "Of the 
original 2,000 New Mexican sur- 
vivore of the Bataan-Corregidor 
experience, fewer than 90 sur- 
vive, and they are dying 
quickly. ' 

Those cynics who say there are 
no heroes might look at these 
men and find new inspiration. 
These were young kids, some just 
out of high school, who joined 
the National Guard. They be- 
came warriors overnight. 

After ferocious, bloody battles 
that included hand-to-hand com- 
bat, they were captured by the 
enemy. They endured three and 
a half years of unspeakable bru- 
talities that killed off half of the 
nearly 80,000 U.S. and Filipino 
prisoners. 

These were ordinary individu- 
als driven into extraordinary cir- 
cumatances, and they produced 
extraordinary deeds of heroism. 
Those who survived came home 
and built their lives. 

Every man, woman and child -- 
every cynic — should have an op- 
portunity to hear their stories. 
Soon they will be gone, and we 
still haven t preserved all their 
histories and their legacy. 

"There is so much more to be 
done," says Commander Silva, 
who has never stopped serving 
his country. 

I can't listen to their stories 
without knowing I am in the 
company of heroes. 

Who's a national hero? To each 
his own. 

(Jos Armas, of Albuquerque, N.M, is 
an author and long-time social critic.) 

(c) 1999. Hispanic Link News Serv- 
ice. Distributed by Los Angeles Time 
Syndicate 
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Comencemos por mexicoameri- 
cano. No es complicado. Desde el 
final de la guerra entre los Esta- 
dos Unidos y Mexico en 1848, 
cualquier residente de los Esta- 
dos Unidos con ancestro mexica- 
no puede alegar esa clasilIcacion. 

Por comparaciön, chicano es 
extremadamente complicado. EI 
finado periodista Ruben Salazar 
lo dijo sucintamente hace 30 
aflos: "Un chicano es un mexi- 
coamericano con una imagen no 
angloamericana de sl mismo." 

Adelantemos rapidamente 
ahora. Miren a los colores de los 
muchos recien Ilegados: Menca- 
nos morenos, cubanos blancos, 
dominicanos negros, salvadoreßos 
mixtos. Escuchen los sonidos: 
Rock en espadol de Colombia, 
salsa de Puerto Rico, hip-hop de 
la Ciudad de Mexico. 

Con el tiempo, dos "terminos 
de sombrilla" surgieron para to- 
dos estos grupos: Hispano y des- 
pues latino. 

Pero, Lexiste en realidad una 
identidad latma o bispana? 

Esa es una pregunta que el 
Profesor Michael Jones-Correa, 
especialista en polltica latina de 
la Universidad de Harvard, ha 
formulado y contestado. 

No, por lo menos no todavia, 
dice el. 

"Cualquier evidencia que Kaya 
sugiere que la mayorla de los La- 
tinos, la mayor parte del tiempo, 
se identifican a elb e mismos ph- 
mordialmente a traves de clasifi- 
caciones nacionales', dice el. 

Los eruditos consideran que los 
terminos "latmö' e "hispano 
son secundarios, panktmcos. Y 
cuando se trata de usarlos, el in- 
greso, la ideologla y la politica no 
desempefan ningün papel. Lo 
que si importa es Ia instruceiön. 

Mientras mäs instruldo sea un 
mexicoamericano o cubano- amer- 
icano, mayores probabilidades 
tendrä de usar los t€rminos 
"latinti o "hispanti' como an 
identificador secundario. 

Es interesante, segün halla 
Jones-Correa, que los latinos em- 
pleen el termino - 'americano' 
como otro identificador pan- etni- 
co secundario. 

Bueno. 
^Significa eso que los latinos 

seen ingratos anti- estadouni- 
denses? Desde luego que no. To- 
dos Ios apellidos hispanos en las 
tumbes de los veteranos estadou- 
nidenses deberlan disipar esa in- 
sensatez. 

O bien se podria preguntar: 
^Condena la conciencia de grupo 
a los latinos a la vide en los mar- 
genes? 

EIjurado no ha dado aim su 
veredicto sobre eso, pero creo 
que el ascenso continuo de los 
cubano-americanos preparados y 
capitalizados, y de algunos met- 
coamericanos, sugiere que la 
raza, la enseiianza y la herencia 
importan mäs que la auto- identi- 
dad latina. 

Lo que hallo mss interesante 
es si estos grupos eetän fundien- 
dose en una culture latina dis- 
tinta en los Estados Unidos y de- - 
sarrollando una voz polltica co- - 
herente. 

"Es todav[a demasiado pronto 
pare decir," me dice Jones-Cor- 
rea. 

Alguna evidencia sugiere tanto 
aal, tal como la defensa que ha- 
cen los latinos de la educaciön 
bilingue, que atraviesa las Ilneas 
nacionales. Pero el hecho domi- 
nante de que estos grupos pre- -  
fieren  a las clasificaciones na- 
cionales por sobre las pan- etni- 
cas significa que una identidad 
nacional latino/hispana eetä to- 
dav(a muy lejos, si es que se de- - 
san-olla del todo. 

En cuanto a ml, encuentro  fas- -  
cinante a ese pensamiento, espe- 
cialmente mientras mastico algu- 
nos pedacitos de tortilla mexica- 
na hecha en California y escucho 
un disco compacto puertomque- 
fSo grabado en Nueva York 

(Joe Rodriguez es columnista del 
San Jose Mercury News, de San Jose, 
California.) 

Propieded literarla registrada por 
Hispanic Link News Service en 1999. 
Dietribuldo por The Los Angeles Times 
Syndicate 
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS 

El Editor, Lubbock, Tx, February 18, 1999 

Saturday nights are all right 
for fighting 
By Joe Skrec 

Who'll be the next welterweight king? We may 
find out soon. 

The opening bell to a dynamic doubleheader 
between four of the best 147-pound pugilists in 
the world rang last Saturday night ip Las Vegas. 

In that fight, "The Golden Boy," World Boxing 
Council welterweight champion Oscar De La 
Hoye, survived the toughest test of his career 
from former champion Ike "Bazooka" Quartey, 
winning a 12-round split decision. Neither De La 

Exilio Se Opone A Juei 
Entre Cuba Y Orioles 

Por Marcelo Wheelock 	 El gobierno del presidente Bill 
Miami, 21 ene (EFE).- Organi- Clinton, que anunc16 hace dos 

zaciones del exilic cubano en semanas una aerie de mediclas de 
Miami aseguran que en Cuba no "acercamiento at pueblo cubano', 
existen las "concliciones demo- autoriz6 los partidos con is con- 
cr6ticas" para un acercamiento dici6n de que los fondos recauda- 
entre Is isla y Estados Unidos y dos fueran canalizados mediante 
menos Para realizar partidos de Is organizaci6n caritative  CAR!- - 
béisbol entre Ia selecci6n nacion- TAS. 
at de ese pals y los Orioles de 	Cuba insite en que los fondos 
Baltimore. 	 se destinen a tnedicinas pare las 

"Es una especie de recompensa victimas del huracän Mitch que 
pars alguien que no se to reciben asistencia de medicos cu- 
merece", dijo a EFE Ia portavoz banns en Centroamerica. 
de la influyente Fundaci6n Na- 	EI presidente de Ia organiza- 
cional Cubanoamericano, Ninos- c16n Hermanns  At Rescate, Jose 
ka Perez, refiriendose at gober- Basulto dijo a EFE que los jue- 
nante cubano, Fidel Castro. 	gos"son una forma mäs de it 

Segün Perez, "los juegos de abridndole un espacio a Fidel 
pelota no tiene sentido mientras Castro, erosionado todas las mad- 
en Cuba Is cärceles estän todavia idas que se han tornado en contra 
Nenas de presos, no se celebran del gobierno de Cuba". 
elecciones y donde Ia poblaci6n 	"Nos parece que es otra burls 
liana otras necesidades". 	 mAs de Is administraci6n del 

"EI juego no tiene tiene bene- presidente Bill Clinton", mani- 
ficioa para el pueblo cubano y fest6. 
mäs aün cuando Fidel Castro in- 	Los dos desaflos entre e) equi- 
siste en que las ganancias de es- Do Orioles de las Glandes Ligas 
tos juegos tiene que it a las vie- e'stadounidenses y Ia selecci6n 
limas del huracän "Mitch" en nacional de Cuba estä programa- 
Centroamerica, mientras hay dos, en principio, para el 28 de 
tonlos personas necesitades en marzo en La Habana y el 3 de 
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To Beisbol 
haltimore 

Is U¢idad Cubans, Luis Figueroa 
sostiene que los juegos no cum- 
plirän "el pretexto engafoso" de 
un acercamiento con el pueblo 
cubano, y mäs biers producirän 
un resultado negativo". 

En una carte dirigida a Ios 
Orioles, Figueroa advierte que se 
jugar6 "en un pals cuyo gobierno 
ha suprimido el deporte profe. 
sional alegando que el profesion- 
alismo corrompe el deports, con- 
virtiendolo en un vil negocio". 

Afirm6 que jugar en Cuba 
oculta at cruel realidad, dando 

at mundo un falsa impresiön de to 
que ocurre". 

El miercoles, un grupo de 
nueve congresistas, incluyendo 
los cubanoamericanos Lincoln 
Dfaz Balart, Ileana Ros-Lebtinen 
y Robert Menendez, pidi6 en uns 
cotta al sindicato de peloteros de 
Graudes Ligas que no se dejen 
utilizer en Ia anunciada manio- 
bra pare acercar a Estados Uni - 
dos a In tiranla de Castro a 
troves de juegos de beisbol". 

La misiva tambien estä firmada 
pot 	los 	legisladores 	Peter 
Deutsch, Patrick Kennedy, Ben- 
jamin Gilman, Peter King, Rick 

- 

Hoye nor Quartet' had lost a prizefight before 
their encounter. 

The nightcap takes place this Saturday with 
Pernell "Sweet Pea" Whitaker, who reigned as 
boxing's mythical pound-for-pound champion for 
most of the decade, attempting to dethrone 
undefeated International Boxing Federation 
welterweight king Felix Trinidad. 

These back-to-back weekend specials are 
boxing's version of college basketball's March 
Madness. De La Hoya could fight the winner of 
this Saturday's bout later this year, especially if it 
is Trinidad, in what would be one of the biggest 
non-heavyweight bouts of the decade. 

THE 147-POUND RANKS have been full of 
hard-hitting and talented boxers most of the 
1990s. Unfortunately, few of them have faced each 
other before now. Still, De La Hoya, Quartey, 
Whitaker and Trinidad have evoked some memo- 
ries of the great welterweight battles between 
Sugar Ray Leonard, Thomas Hearns and Roberto 
Duran during the 1970s and 1980s. 

Leonard and Hearns, in fact, were brought in 
by promoter Bob Arum, president of 1bp Rank 
Inc., to help generate interest in Saturday night's 

battle between De La Hoya and Quartey at UNLV's 
Thomas & Mack Center 

"It's hard to top the magnitude of what Ray and 
myself had," said Hearns, who, in one of the 
division's greatest title bouts, suffered a 14th-round 
knockout loss to Leonard on Sept. 16, 1981 

"We generated far more intrigue," Leonard said 
during Wednesday's news conference at the Las 
Vegas Hilton. "Everybody knew the power Thomas 
Hearns had and everyone knew what a ring techm- 
clan I was." 

By the end of February, fight fans around the 
world should be a lot more familiar with the rela- 
tively unknown Quartey — who hails from Ghana 

like former world champion 
Azumah Nelson — and 
Trinidad, out of Puerto Rico. 
Since October 1997, Quartey, 
the former World Boxing 
Association champ, and 
Trinidad have made one 

s' 	combined ring appearance. 
Here's a look ahead to the 

Trinidad vs. Whitaker fight 
this Saturday night. 

IN HIS FIRST FIGHT IN 
nearly 16 months, Pernell 
Whitaker, who failed two drug 
tests and spent about a month 
in a drug clinic since his last 
outing against Andrei 
Pestriaev on Oct. 17, 1997, 

.L 	 didn't want a walkover. 
"It wouldn't do Pernell 

Whitaker any good to step in 
the ring against just anybody," 
the slick and defensive-minded 
Whitaker said "I would rather 
go out and get the best. If you 
want to be the best you have to 
fight the best ... All I know how 

a irr 	to do is fight the big fights. 
a "To me, to just get in the 

ring with a person who I'm 
supposed to win against 
wouldn't prove anything to the 
fans." 

So Whitaker (42-2-1, 17 
KOs), who's only stopped two of 
his last 12 opponents, will 
challenge the unbeaten 
Trinidad, a hard-hitter with a 
suspect chin. Promoted by Don 

King Productions after reportedly inking a deal with 
Main Events, Trinidad is probably the best fighter 
you've seen and heard the least of in the past few 
years. 

"Those who don't 
know about my qualities 	 ; 
should watch and they 
will know that I am the 
best," Trinidad said of th 
HBO-televised bout from 
Madison Square Garden '`ir, 	r  
on Feb. 20. 

Prediction: Whitaker, 
who's been on top of his 
game for so long, has 
scored a significant 
victory just by making it 
back to the spotlight.  
Whitaker will frustrate 
Trinidad for some rounds, • 
but the tall and lean 	i    
Puerto Rican will 
eventually catch Whitaker and stop "Sweet Pea" 
before the final bell to secure a bout with De La Hoya 

we hope — and determine the No. 1 147-pounder 

later this year. 

Vif 
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"? SOUTN PLAINS COLLEGE 
 V EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

Catholic Family Service, Inc. will receive sealed bids until February 26, 1999, 4:00 p.m. 
at the City of Lubbock, Community Development, Room 107, P.O. Box 2000, 1625 13 th  
Street, Lubbock, Texas, 79457, for the following project: the asphalt resurfacing of the 
parking lot shared by Catholic Family Services and The Guadalupe Learning Center 
located at 102 Ave. J. 

After the expiration of the time and at the place as noted, all bids will be opened 
privately. Bidders will be notified of the results of the bidding process on March 5, 1999 
before 5:00 p.m. 

March 13-14 
McKenzie Parks 

Class DIE 

This project will be paid in part by funding from the Community Development Block 
Grant received from the Department of Housing and Urban Development. The project 
must comply with all applicable Federal Laws and Regulations including the payment of 
Federal minimum wages under the provisions of the Davis-Bacon Act, equal opportunity 
and under Section 3, Affirmative Action and Executive Order 11246. 

Call Robert at The agency reserves the right to reject any or all bids. 

792-5037 

SPECIAL SERVICES 
ASSISTANT 

Lubbock Campus full-time position: Re- 
quest application materials and submit 
resume', SPC employment application 
and transcripts to: Jaunez Cheek, South 
Plains College, Lubbock, TX 79401, (806) 
747-0576, ext. 4647. Applications will 
be accepted until February 25, 1999. 

GAME ROOM SUPERVISOR 
Levelland Campus part-time position: 
Request position description and ap- 
plication packet from South Plains 
College, Human Resources Office, 
Maria Chapa, 1401 S. College Ave., 
Levelland, TX, 79336. (806)894-9611. 
ext. 2177. Applications will be accepted 
until February 25, 1999. 
Complete employment listings and de- 
scriptions are available at our web site 
www.spc.cc.tx.us  under 'JOBS'. 

South Plans College reserves Ne rgb to e+rend the 
$sa, ornor offer povinn aaerrsed MNfirmalne 

A vxVEqual OWdori Edii NsWu1 

Beginning Tuesday, February 16, 1999, plans and specifications may be obtained at the 
offices of the City of Lubbock, Community Development, Room, 107, at 1625 13`" 
Street, Lubbock Texas 79401 between the hours of 8:00 am. and 5:00 p.m. 

I 	

l e  

tos. 	, 	•1eß, . 	 i The Community Development Department 
of the City of Lubbock FIRST OF 

SEASON 
SOFTBALL 

TOURNAMENT 
MARCH 6 &•' 

MCKENZIE 
PARK 

LOW AND 
MEDIUM 
CLASSES 
ENTRY 

FEE $12» 
CAll MIKE 
ALLEN AT 
797-(073 

from all non-profit and for-profit agencies & C 
within city limits of Lubbock 

Bachelor's Degree in Marketing, Public Rela- 
tions or Communictions preferred, with at 

least five years work experience. Send resume 
to Linda Fort, Executive Director, 

Lubbock CVB, 1301 Broadway, 
Suite 200, Lubbock, Texas 79401 

Fax 806-747-1419 FY 1999-2000 GRANTS 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

Emergency Shelter Grant Funds (ESG) 
HOME Investment Partnership Program TAX DEPOT 

Sue JobnO,.hs Busire Cs Services 

Bring This Ad For s5 OFF 
Ask About Our Cash Bonus 

Sc  Habla Espanol 
4th & Ave. Q (west ofTaco Bell) 

806-745-8335 
REFUND LOANS IN AS L1CTFLE AS 

1 DAY 
Friendliest Service In Town 

3 Other Location  
1 - Soutfr niversiij 	1 th St. 

3 - 50th & Ave. L at Huber's Pawn Shop 
3 - 19th & Ave. L at Alderson Motor Co. 

Release of Applications Registration 900-9:30 AM 
Technical Assistance Workshop 

9:30 AM - 1200 NOON 
February 23, 1999 

LOCATION  City of Lubbock Municipal Building 
1625 13th Street, City Council Chambers, Rm 101 

Lubbock, Tx. 79401 
for more information call 806-775-2301 or 

come by Community Development Rm 107 



Lubbock,z 

[I] iEI 	I  E;lil[ 	:1i,;IiI:1: 	Ii 	1F;i'] II 

Page 6 

MAS ESPACIOS EN BLANCO 
EN LA HISTORIA NEGRA 

By Jorge Antonio Renaud 
This is the way it was. 
I Was a migrant nitlo, a veteran 

campesino at 13, proud owner of three 
hoes -- one for thinning, one for 
chopping, and one held in reserve. I 
detested Anglos, who I knew only as 
owners of the campos, as well-dressed 
townies who beat up the transient 
Chicanos who picked their vegetables 
and sullied their schools with foreign 
Spanish and greasy lunch sacks. 

There were "Negroes" who worked 
with me, and I saw them as little 
different, so when I heard someone 
speaking of a new arrival to Beeville 
as a "nigger lover," I was shocked at 
the contempt until I realized they 
spoke of my sister I reacted violently. 

I lost friends in Beeville, "amigos" 
who ate at our table, slept in our 
house; Chicanitos who sneered at my 
sister for dating blacks and thus 
earned vilification by La Roza. Mi 
Raza. 

This is how it is 
I sit here in prison, in a dayroom 

with two television sets. One is 
commandeered by U.S. blacks and 
features programming aimed at them 
The other is shared among sports 
aficionados, soap opera freaks and, 

Hispanics, four are Anglo. None are 
black. 

One hundred and  eighth-three 
photos in a publication dedicated to 
pursuing equality for Hispanics, to 
shining a light on disparities of 
opportunity for Latinos. Of 183 men 
and women whose voice was deemed 
worthy, four may have black skin. 

I will grant the possibility that the 
Univision programs I witness are 
anomalies; that its programs other- 
wise offer black Hispanics leading 
roles in proportions commensurate 
with their numbers in Latin America. 

I will grant the possibility that 
Hispanic Link mailed me 90 issues 
that were grossly unrepresentative of 
its avowed colorblind commitment to 
Hispanics. 

I grant those possibilities because 
the alternative is too despairing to 
contemplate -- that for all our pre- 
tended enlightenment, we sneer like 
my friends did in 1971. We damn the 
prietos, the black ones, still -- and 
ourselves as well. 

(Jorge Antonio Renaud is serving a 60-year 
sentence as a three-time offender in Texas state 
prison in Huntsville.) 

Copyright 1999, Hispanic Link News Service. 
Distributed by the Lei Angeles Tunes Syndicate 

when they can muster enough votes, 
Univision buffs. 

I watch the black Hispanics, whose 
frustration is palpable. While the 
Spanish on Univision gives succor, 
the lack of black faces must be 
painful. In the years I've watched, not 
one telenovela, not one variety show, 
not one talk show, has featured a 
black on a consistent basis. 

It is also like this. 
I read in Hispanic Link Weekly 

Report a diatribe over the non- 
election of Tbny Perez, a dark Cuba 
native, to baseball's Hall of Fame. 
The writer laments that a "blond, 
blue-eyed" player with P6rez's statis- 
tics would surely be enshrined. 

I thumb through a stack of Hispanic 
Link Weekly Report newsletters that 
I was given •- 90 assorted issues 
dating from 1987 to 1998. These 90 
issues feature 98 columns, each 
graced by a photo of its author. 

Of those 98, 89 are brown or white 
Hispanics. Five are Anglo. Two are 
clearly black Two are possibly black. 

These same 90 issues have 85 other 
photos, of politicians and educators 
and scholars whose opinions were 
solicited to support or rebut a given 
topic. Of those, 81 are light-skinned 

20/20 to DISCUSS 

Hampton Incident 
Rose Wilson, President of the Lub- 

bock Branch of the NAACP met with a 
crew from the television news magazine 
20/20 on Friday. Feb. 5th. Ms. Wilson 
along with other local citizens of Lub- 
bock were interviewed in reference to 
the arrest of the Hampton coaches on 
November 16th in Lubbock. 

The interview is scheduled to air 
sometime around the first of March on 
Channel 28/Cox Cable 8. 

Por Jorge Antonio Renaud 
Este es Is forma de que sucedi6. Yo era un nifo migrante, un campesino veterano a 

Loa 13 afios, propietario orgulloso de tres azadones — uno para entresacar, otto Para 
rebanor y uno de reserva. Yo detestaba a "Iosanglos", a quienes conocla solamente 
como propietarios de los campos, como Bien vestidos habitantes de Ia ciudad que 
golpeaban a los chicanos transedntes que recoglan sus vegetales y ensuciaban aus 
escaeLas con el espafiol extranjero y las bolsas de almuerzo grasientas. 

Habfa "negros" que trabajaban conmigo, y yo lo4vefa como poco distintos, de modo 
que cuando yo escuchaba que alguien hablaba de un reci6n llegado a Beeville como 
amante de los negros", me estremecia per el desprecio hasta que me dl cuenta de que 

estaban hablando de mi hermana. Y reaccione violentamente. 
Perth amigos en Beeville, "amigos" que comfan en nuestra mesa y dormfan en 

nuestra casa; chicanitos que eacarnecfan a mi hermana por reunirse con negros y 
ganarse oaf Ia difamaci6n per parte de La Roza. Mi Roza. 

Aal es como sucede ahora. 
Me siento ahora en Is prisi6n, en una Bala de estar con dos receptores de television. 

De uno se hen apoderado los negros estadounidenses y presents una programaci6n 
dirigido a ellos. El otro lo comparten aficionados a los deportes. excentricos a quienes 
Les gustan las novelas y, cuando pueden reunir votos suficientes, los partidanos de 
U¢ivisi6n. 

Observo a los hispanos negros, cuya desilusion es palpable. Aunque el espaiol de 
Univision les da consuelo, Is falte de cares negras debe ser dolorosa. En los aios que Ia 
he observado, ni una telenovela, ni un programs de variedades, ni un programs de 
Charles con los televidentes ha destacado a algün negro constantemente. 

Es tambi€n as!: 
Leo en el Hispanic Link Weekly Report una diatribe acerca de Ia no elecci6n de Tony 

Perez, un negro oriundo de Cuba, at Salon de Ia Fama del beisbol. El redactor se 
laments de que un jugador "rubio y de ojos azules" con las estadisticas de P€rez habria 
sido irscluldo con seguridad. 

Hojeo a troves de un mont6n de boletines de Hispanic Link Weekly Report que me 
dieron — 90 ediciones surtidas que datan desde 1987 hasta 1998. Estas 90 ediciones 
destacan 98 columnas, cada una de ellas adornada por una fotografia de au autor(a). 

De esoe 98, 89 son hispanos pardos o blancos. Cinco son anglos. Doe son claramente 
negros. Dos son posiblemente negros. 

Eaas mismas 90 ediciones tienen otras 85 fotograflas, de politicos, educadores e 
intelectuales cuyas opiniones fueron solicitadas pars apoyar o refutar un tema dado. 
De 6aas, 81 son de hispanos de piel Clara y cuatro de anglos. Ninguna es de un negro. 

Ciento ochenta y tres fotograllas en una publicac16n dedicada a obtener la igualdad 
para los hispanos, a enfocar una luz sobre las desigualdades en las oportunidades pars 
los Latinos. De 183 hombres y mujeres cuyas voces fueron estimadas como valiosas, 
Castro puede que tengan Is piel negra. 

Conceder€ Ia posibilidad de que los programas de Univision que yo veo seen 
anomallas; de que sus programas ofrecen de otro modo a los hispanos negros papeles 
prineipales en proporci6n con sus cifras en Ia Am€rica Latina. 

Aceptare Is posibilidad de que Hispanic Link me hays enviado por correo 90 
ediciones que eran excesivamente no representativas de su compromiso manifestado 
Como acromatöpsico hacia los hispanos. 

Concedo esas posibilidades porque Ia alternativa es demasiado desesperante como 
pars contemplarla — que por toda nuestra pretensa iluminaci6n, escarnecemos como 
mis amigos to hicieron en 1971. Maldecimos a los prietos, los negros, todavia — y nos 
maldecimos a nosotros mismos tambien. 

1. 	1 	1•. 
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Who Am I? Well, 
It's Like This 

heritance matter more than Lati- Q s s s s s s s s s  s s  s s s s s sQ 
no self-identity. 

What I find more interesting is 
whether these groups are melt- $ 	 z 	

$ 
$i 

ing into a distinct U.S. Latino  
culture and developing a cohe- z 
give political voice. 

	

"It's too soon to tell," Jones- 	 1 	 • 1 
$Correa tells me. 

Some evidencee 
cross-national    

suggests as 
much, such as $ BIENVENIDOS / WELCOME TAX CLIENTS $ the  
Latino defense of bilingual edu- s ARREGLAMOS IMPUESTOS DEL GOBIERNO $$$ DINERO PRONTO $$$ cation. But the overriding fact 
that these group pa prefer national 	

• TAX PREPARATION 	 use labels over 	an-ethnic ones 
means 	a 	 l nationa 
long 

way  o
ff, if identity 

 develops at ell 
is a 

As for me, I find the thought $ ELECTRONIC FILING 	E N afilol! 
long wy off, if 	elop 	

P 

on some Mexican tortilla chips $
• FAST REFUNDS 

fascinating, especially as I munch 	 $$$$ 	762.246 
$made in California and listen to 

a Puerto Rican compact disc 
recorded in New York 	 $ Open 7 Days a Week $ 

(Joe Rodriguez is a columnist with 
the San Jose Mercury News in San $ Open Late tu 9:00 
Jose, Calif) 

	

(c) 1 999 , tad by  tic Link News Tunes 	$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $E3 
ice. Distributed by Los Angeles Times 
Syndicate Column 

By Joe Rodriguez 
I'm Chicano, Mexican-Ameri- 

can, Latino, American, Mexican 
and Hispanic. Most days, in that 
order. But some days I'm totally 
Puerto Rican. After I lived and 
worked among them for several 
years in the Northeast, some 
Puerto Rican friends granted me 
honorary citizenship. I have a 
Puerto Rico lapel pin to prove it. 

I know what you're thinking: 
This guy must have a profound 
identity crisis. 

Back in college, I did. But now 
I've actually become comfortable 
in my cultural and national 
shape-shifting. It's a Latino 
thing. The real problem is that 
the United States hasn't fully 
grasped the complexity of Latino 
identity. 

I was reminded of this by a let- 
ter writer here in San Jose, Cal- 
if ' -Your column is informative 
and has given me insight to the 
many races and cultures in Santa 
Clara County. But I would like 
you to clarify the meaning of 
these words: Latino, Spanish- 
American, 	Mexican-American, 
Hispanic and Chicano. I'm con- 
fused 	and 	do 	want 	to 

- rr 1 W 11w 1 J J 

The Lubbock Independent School District 

understand. 
It's a tall order, but here's a 

quick primer on Latino identity, 
followed by the meaning of it all. 

Let's start with Mexican-Amer- 
ican. It's not complicated. Since 
the end of the U.S.-Mexico war 
in 1848, any U.S. resident of 
Mexican ancestry can claim the 
hyphen. 

By comparison, Chicano is ex- 
tremely complicated. The late 
journalist Ruben Salazar put it 
succinctly 30 years ago: ' - A Chi- 
cano is a Mexican-American with 
a non-Anglo image of himself." 

Now let's fast-forward. Look at 
the colors of the many newcom- 
ers: Mexican copper, Cuban 
white, Dominican black, Salva- 
doran brown. Hear the sounds: 

Rock en Espanol" from Colom- 
bia, Balsa from Puerto Rico, hip- 
hop from Mexico City. Eventual- 
ly, two umbrella terms popped up 
for all these groups: Hispanic, 
then Latino. 

But does a Latino or Hispanic 
identity really exist? 

That's a question Professor 
Michael Jones-Correa, a special- 
ist in Latino politics at Harvard 
University, has asked and an- 

s ‚ • 
swered. 

No, at least not yet, he says. 
Whatever evidence there is 

suggests that most Latinos, most 
the time, self-identify primarily 
through national labels," he 
saga. 

Scholars consider "Latino" and 
'Hispanic" to be secondary, pan- 
ethnic terms. And when it comes 
to using them, income, ideology 
and politics don't play a part. 
What does is education. The 
more educated a Mexican-Ameri- 
can or Cuban-American is, the 
more likely he or she will use 
"Latino" or "Hispanic" as a sec- 
ondary identifier. 

Interestingly, Jones-Correa 
finds,Latinos use the term 
"American" as another secondary 
and pan-ethnic identifier. 

Well. 
Does that mean Latinos are 

Tun-American ingrates? Of course 
not. All those Spanish surnames 
on U.S. veterans' gravestones 
should put that nonsense to 
rest. 

Or one could ask, does group 
consciousness doom Latinos to 
life on the margins? The jury's 
still out on that one, but I think 
the steady climb of educated, 
capitalized Cuban-Americans and 
some Mexican-Americans sug- 
gests that race, schooling and in- 

assigfTnents 
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