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Testing Voting Alternatives

By Robert Brischetto

On May 4, when voters in at
least 41 cities and school dis-
tricts in Texas go to the polls to
elect candidates wusing a
method called cumulative vot-
ing, the nation will be watch-
ing.

In the wake of two recent
Supreme Court decisions
attacking congressional dis-
tricts drawn chiefly on the
basis of race, political scien-
tists and voting rights advo-
cates want to know whether
cumulative voting is a viable
alternative to single-member

districts in guaranteeing
Latino and African-
American voters or any

other group, for that matter -- a
fair chance of electing candi-
dates of their choice.

The concept is a simple one
which applies only in the con-

text of elections for more than
one member of a governing

body. Voters are given as
many votes as there are posi-
tions to fill, just as they do in
the more traditional multi-
member system of election
where voting takes place at-
large.
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Under cumulative voting,
however, voters may distrib-
ute their votes in any manner
among the candidates of their
choice. If they wish, they may
cumulate their votes and cast
up to as many votes as they
have for a single candidate.

This method does not violate
the principle of one person,
one vote, because each voter
has an equal number of votes
to cast. It does allow groups
that do not comprise a major-
ity of the voters to be effec-
tively represented.

The Texas jurisdictions
employing cumulative voting
are doing so in response to set-
tlements of voting rights law
suits, all but two of them from
suits filed on behalf of the
League of United Latin Amer-
ican Citizens by San Antonio
Attorney Rolando Rios.

The settlements represent an
agreement by small -cities
and school districts to adopt a
solution to Latino and black
vote dilution that also main-
tains voting at-large through-
out the jurisdiction.

This semi-proportional vot-
ing method is not new. It has

been utilized for decades by
corporate America to elect
members of their boards of
directors and in the Illinois
state house for a hundred
years after the Civil War.
Recent research by this
writer and the Hispanic
Research Center at the Uni-
versity of Texas at San Anto-
nio has shown cumulative
voting works effectively to

;2.*"?3
PAA

R
wﬁ

N A NN N NN NN N NN N NN N N NN N N N N N N N N N NN NI NN NN NINIONIONINIONIONONONONONONONONIONININININININNN Y NN N NN NN NN AN AN NN NN

Week of April 25 thru May 1, 1996

provide Latinos a fair chance
of electing candidates of their
when it is applied
correctly. The key for any
group to win under cumula-
tive voting is to obtain a criti-
cal mass of voters who vote
together for the candidate(s) of

choice --

their choice.

The critical mass needed to

Continued Page 6
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Lubbock, Texas

"[Comentarios
de Bidal

by Bidal Aguero
This past week I was a

guest on the Dixon Platt Show

on KKAM.
We were dis-
cussing
various issues
among them
the issue of
immigration
and affirma-
tive action.
As we
talked listeners called in a
commented on our topics. One
that stands out was a caller
that spoke about "Tllegal
Aliens". No I'm not talking
about Superman but about
undocumented workers that
cross the border in order to
look for work. The caller was
insistant that all those
"aliens” should be punished
because they were breaking
the law. He compared them to
drug dealers and murderers.

My opinion and response to

the caller was that undocu-
mented workers are not
breaking the law but rather
excersising their right to
make a living.

How can we compare
selling drugs to people who
come to the United States to
people that just want to make
a living and work hard? And
how can we justify crossing
the border for getting a
beating at the hands of police
officers?

Why are there borders
between the U.S. and Mexico
that are strickly enforced only
to punish the workers and
ignore the big corporations
that exploit the workers by
| paying the below minimum
wage?
| The call accused me of

being a foreign agent. I
brought back memories of the
70's when gringo establish-
ment types were calling me
communist. This especially
after I visited Beirut to

educate myself as to the plight

of the Palestinians,.
We feature various articles

this week on the beating of

| the undocumented workers

but all we have to say is they

were certainly unjustified.
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Los Latinos De Texas Estan Abriendo Terreno
Nuevo Al Poner A Prueba Alternativas
De Derechos Electorales

Por Robert Brischetto

El 4 de mayo, cuando los
electores de por lo menos 41
ciudades y distritos escolares
de Texas vayan a las casillas
electorales para elegir candi-
datos usando un método lla-
mado votacién acumulativa,
la naci6én estard observando.
En la estela de dos decisiones
recientes del Tribunal
Supremo que atacan a los dis-
tritos congresionales delinea-
dos primordialmente sobre la
base de la raza, los cientificos
politicos y los defensores de
los derechos electorales
quieren saber si la votacién
acumulativa es una alterna-
tiva viable para los distritos
de un solo miembro al garan-
tizar a los electores latinos y
afroamericanos -- 0 a cualqu-
1er otro grupo, en cuanto a eso
-- una posibilidad equitativa
de elegir a los candidatos de
su seleccion.

El concepto es algo sencillo
que se aplica s6lo en el con-
texto de las elecciones para

| mds de un miembro de un

cuerpo gobernante. A los elec-
tores se les da tantos votos
como plazas haya para cubrir,
de igual modo que se hace en
el sistema tradicional de
miembros multiples donde
las elecciones son de repre-
sentacién general. Bajo la
votaciébn acumulativa, sin
embargo, los electores pueden
distribuir sus votos de cualqu-
ier modo entre los candidatos
de su elecci6n. Si lo desean,
pueden "acumular" sus votos
y depositar tantos votos como
tengan por un sélo candidato.
Este método no infringe el
principio de una persona, un
voto, porque cada elector tiene
una cantidad igual de votos
que depositar. Si permite que
los grupos que no forman una
mayoria de los electores pue-
dan estar representados efi-
cazmente.

Las jurisdicciones de Texas
que emplean la votacién acu-
mulativa estdn haciéndolo en
respuesta a los arreglos de las
demandas judiciales refer-
entes a los derechos elec-
torales, todos menos dos pre-
sentados a nombre de la Liga
de Ciudadanos Latino-
Americanos Unidos (LULAC
en inglés) por el Abogado
Rolando Rios. Los arreglos

representan un acuerdo por
parte de las ciudades y los dis-
tritos escolares pequenos para
adoptar una solucién para la
dilucién de los votos latinos y
negros, que también man-
tiene el sistema de votacién
para representacion general
en toda la jurisdiccion. Este
método semi-proporcional de
votar no es nuevo, habiendo
sido empleado durante dece-
nios por las empresas de los
Estados Unidos para elegir a
los miembros de sus juntas de
directores, y en la legislatura
estatal de Illinois durante
cien anos después de la
Guerra Civil.

La investigacién reciente
efectuada por este redactor y el
centro hispano de investiga-
cibn en la wuniversidad de
texas, recinto de san antonio,
ha indicado que la votacién
acumulativa funciona eficaz-
mente para proporcionar a los
latinos una posibilidad justa
de elegir a candidatos de su
eleccién -- cuando se le aplica
correctamente. La clave para
que cualquier grupo gane bajo
la votacién acumulativa es
obtener una masa critica de
electores que voten juntos por
el (los) candidato(s) de su
eleccion.

La masa critica necesaria
para asegurar la eleccién de
un candidato en particular --
lo que los cientificos politicos
llaman el umbral de la exclu-
siébn -- se calcula facilmente
como uno dividido por uno
maés que la cantidad de plazas
a cubrir. De aqui que, mien-
tras mas plazas haya en juego
en unas elecciones, serd mas
bajo el umbral que deba ser
cumplido. Por ejemplo, si hay
siete plazas en una junta esco-
lar para eleccién de una vez,
el porcentaje hispano de elec-
tores necesario para ganar
una plaza es de 1/8, o sea el
12.5%. Si hay sé6lo dos plazas
en contienda, el porcentaje
hispano debe ser 1/3 o sea el
33-1/3%, para asegurar que
puedan elegir a un represen-
tante.

Durante las elecciones
locales de 1995 en Texas,
cuando la mayoria de estos
sistemas de votacién acumu-
lativa estaban siendo someti-
dos a prueba por primera vez,
ocho de las 15 contiendas que

elecciones,

involucraban a candidatos
latinos resultaron en victor-
1as para los latinos. Los elec-
tores latinos fluctuaban entre
el 2 y el 43 por ciento en las 15
jurisdicciones. Las encuestas
a la salida de las casillas
electorales en estas jurisdic-
ciones revelan que la razén
de las siete pérdidas fué, o
bien que los latinos no consti-
tuian la masa critica nece-
saria para ganar, dada la

cantidad de escanos en las
0o bien que no

salieron a votar en can-
tidades lo suficientemente
grandes. En cada uno de los
casos en que se excedi6é el
umbral de exclusién, los lati-
nos ganaron.

Es claro que la votacion acu-
mulativa no puede calificarse
de programa para 'reservar
para una minoria";, para que
los latinog resultaran electos
bajo la votacién acumulativa,
ellos tenian que trabajar para
obtener los votos. En Rotan,
Texas, donde todas las cinco
plazas del Consistorio Munic-
ipal estaban sujetas a eleccién
en 1995, hubo ocho candidatos,
dos de ellos latinos. Aunque
los latinos comprendian el
24% de los inscriptos para
votar, eran el 32% de los que
salieron a votar. Ambos can-
didatos latinos fueron elegi-
dos.

Quiz4s si lo mas importante,
sin embargo, sea el hecho de
que estas pequenas comun-
idades de Texas -- que varian
en tamano desde 200 hasta
1,800 votantes en total -- estan
abriendo nuevo terreno legal
al elaborar una alternativa
para el sistema de que ‘el
ganador se lo lleva todo" que
ha predominado y que puede
ser el responsable de gran
parte de la enajenacién de los
electores en este pais.

E]l sentimiento -- manifes-
tado a menudo en grupos de
electores enfocados -- es que
las elecciones no proporcio-
nan una gran seleccién. En

el sistema tradicional de rep- |

resentacién general, el 100%
de las personas son represen-
tadas por un candidato que
recibié una mayoria escueta 0
ain una pluralidad de los
votos. El otro 49.9% (0o mas)
que voté por otra persona se

sigue en la pagina 6

Texas College Affirmative
Action OK, for Now

Top officials at public universities across Texas said Sat-
urday that they would resume using race as a factor in their
admissions and scholarship decisions, at least temporarily,
after a federal appeals court granted them a stay of a major
ruling that banned the practice one month ago.

The New York Times reports the stay arose from the
court's widely shared presumption that the case is likely to
wind up in the United States Supreme Court as an essential
test case for whether, and how, race-based preferences may
be used in admissions decisions.

Signed by Judge Jerry E. Smith, the stay makes it clear
that the appeals court expects its earlier ruling to be upheld,
an outcome that could force Texas and indeed states across
the nation to stop using race in any way as a factor in such a
decisions. The ruling is one of the broadest rejections of
race-based affirmative action by a federal court.

Immigration Increasing Raids

The Immigration and Naturalization Service is increas-
ing workplace raids to deter employers from hiring undocu-
mented immigrants, reports Associated Press.

Sweeps in 19 states, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands
over a four-week period since late March resulted in the
arrest of 1,176 undocumented workers, most of whom have
been deported, Justice Department officials announced
Wednesday.

INS Deputy Commissioner Chris Sale said industries
known for using undocumented labor were targeted, includ-
ing the New York garment industry, food processors in
Maryland and the South and furniture makers in Georgia.

The latest sweeps were conducted in Connecticut, Florida,
Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Mas-
sachusetts, Michigan, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Ten-
nessee, Vermont and Virginia.

Immigrant-rights groups have denounced the sweeps, say-
ing they discriminate against people of different ethnic ori-
gins.

Abused-Kids Bill Signed

A bill that would make it easier for authorities to remove
children from parents who abuse and neglect them was
signed into law Monday by Gov. Tommy Thompson, reports
the Chicago Tribune.

The law makes several changes in the state's Children's
Code to put greater emphasis on protecting the child, rather
than keeping them in abusive situations to preserve family
unity, supporters say.

The bill provides for court intervention when a child is
abandoned, neglected or abused, or at substantial risk of
being abandoned, neglected or abused. It also allows invol-
untary termination of a parent's rights if the parent fails to
visit or communicate with the child for at least six months
while the youngster is left with someone else.

Blacks: Keep Welfare Federal

Poll results released Wednesday show a majority of blacks
oppose turning federal welfare and Medicaid programs over
to states, reports Associated Press.

But although blacks and whites agreed that too little money |
was being spent on public education, the Joint Center for
Political and Economic Studies found slightly more black |

support for school voucher programs.

Eddie Williams, president of the center, a black think tank,
said the findings show "how divided this country is about
issues of critical concern to voters during this presidential l
election year."
One of those issues is devolution, or the transfer of control |
of programs from federal to state and local governments. |

The survey found a majority of blacks say Washington
should continue to set standards and guarantee eligibility
for welfare (568 percent) and Medicaid (57 percent).

In contrast, most whites surveyed believe states should
have unfettered power to run welfare (61 percent) and Medi-
caid (55 percent).

Nationwide, one-third of blacks are poor and likely to rely
on welfare and Medicaid, which provides health care,
according to the center. More than half of all black families
earn $25,000 or less annually.

Older blacks, who were most likely to have endured the
civil rights struggles of the 1950s and 1960s, said they trust
states the least, partly because of states' strong defense of
segregation, Ms. McFate said.

On education, support for school vouchers was linked to
individual satisfaction with public schools. More than half
of blacks, 53.5 percent, said their schools were fair or poor,
while 41 percent said they were excellent or good.

Meanwhile, 48 percent of blacks supported allowing public
school pupils to pay for private educations with tax dollars;
44 percent were opposed. Among whites, 64 percent said their
local schools were excellent or good. Half, or 50 percent,
opposed vouchers for private schools, compared with 43 per-
cent supporting them.

The survey was based on telephone interviews in January
with 1,696 adults, half of them black.

Blacks Despair of Progress

A new poll says three out of five black Americans feel their
conditions are worsening, and a similar number think the
American dream has become impossible to achieve, reports
Associated Press.

These pessimistic beliefs cut across social classes, accord- |
ing to the poll conducted by Yankelovich Partners Inc. for
the April 29-May 6 issue of the New Yorker magazine.

Altogether, 58 percent say their conditions are getting |
worse, 59 percent agree that the American dream has become
impossible for most to achieve and half believe that race
relations will never be better than they are.

A large majority - 78 percent - believe that government [

programs do not go far enough to relieve the problems of
blacks. However, 48 percent say blacks' failure to take
advantage of opportunities available to them is a greater
problem than white discrimination.
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La Golpiza De Riverside Exige Un Examen Mas Amplio

Por Ray Rodriguez
Log medios noticiosos han

grabado con fuego nueva-
mente un momento de violen-
cia en nuestras mentes. En
California, se ve a un dipu-
tado del Alguacil adminis-
trando justicia en la carretera
a sospechosos de ser 1nmi-
grantes indocumentados. A
una mujer se le arrastra
fuera de la camioneta por su
cabello y un segundo agente le
da un par de lampreazos ruti-
nariamente. Mientras que
muchos televidentes se hallan
indignados comprensible-
mente, antes de que nos apre-
gsuremos a hacer un juicio,
pongamos a un lado nuestras
emociones y miremog racio-
nalmente a la gituacion.

Primero, los sospechosos
estaban ilegalmente en este
pais. Segundo, el conductor
del camién puso en peligro las
vidas de sus pasajeros al atar-
ugar a cerca de 20 personas en
su vehiculo. Tercero, él pasé
por alto flagrantemente las
reiteradas advertencias para
que se detuviera. Y como
resultado de su conduccién
errdtica, arriesgé las vidas de
viajeros inocentes.

Los agentes del Alguacil, por
otra parte, estaban llevando a
cabo su obligacién jurada de
salvaguardar las vidas de los
ciudadanos cumplidores de la
ley. Asi, no importaba si la

dida en marzo de 1995 por el
Presidente Clinton, la Junta
de Supervisién de Inteligen-
cia (IOB en inglés) esta efec-
tuando una revisién en todo el
gobierno de la informaciéon de
inteligencia que se refiera a
las muertes, desapariciones o
abusos contra los ciudadanos
de los Estados Unidos en Gua-
temala desde 1984,
incluyendo al caso de Dianna
Ortiz. La investigacién de la
IOB, que al principio tenia
fijada una duracién de tres
meses, ha tomado mas de un
ano ya.

Tendra que ser fuera
extremadamente detallada, a
juzgar por la cantidad de
tiempo que le han dado," dice
Davis.

En un documento prelimi-
nar, la IOB hall6é que los
informes semestrales de la

CIA al Congreso
una  impresién

la, al enfocarse sobre
aportes positivos”.

Desde 1989,
Dianna ha regresado a Guate-
mala cuatro veces, proporcio-
nando al gobierno
descripciones de sus tortur-

adores e identificando a la

instalacién militar donde

ella y otras personas fueron

torturadas.

En abril del ano pasado, ella
presentd6 una solicitud al
amparo de la Ley de Libertad
de Informacién con referen-
cia a su caso. Todavia, dice
ella, no se halla méas cerca de
la verdad hoy que lo que
estaba hace seis anos.

Los documentos oficiales
vinculan a la CIA con los
escuadrones de la muerte de
Guatemala por lo menos en
otro caso que estad siendo
investigado por la IOB. Ade-
mas, con anterioridad a
diciembre de 1993, la CIA
habia estado canalizando
encubiertamente de $6 a $7
millones anualmente al ejér-
cito guatemalteco para adies-
tramiento y armamentos. El 3
de abril de este ano, el Presi-
dente Clinton eliminé cientos
de miles de délares por con-
cepto de ayuda abierta que
estaban financiando también
al ejéreito guatemalteco.

Segun los informes de la
Comisién de los Derechos
Humanos de Guatemala, la
campana de contra-
insurgencia del ejército ha
matado a wun estimado de
150,000 civiles. Mas de 47,000
personas han "desaparecido”
desde el decenio de 1960, lo
cual representa la mitad de
todos los desaparecidos en la
camioneta estaba transpor-
tando a inmigrantes indocu-
mentados o no. Los agentes
habrian perseguido al camién
de cualquier manera. Eso
desacredita a la tentativa de
introducir a la tarjeta racial
en la ecuacién. En este caso,
el hacer cumplir la ley no tuvo
nada que ver con la raza ni
con el sexo.

Antes de llegar a detenerse
por completo, se alega que los

"crearon
enganosa
sobre la situacién de los der-
echos humanos en Guatema-

los

la Hermana

las

pasajeros habian lanzado
desperdicios a la carretera.
Ellos niegan la acusacién vy
dicen que result6 de que la
cubierta antigua y deterior-
ada del camién se desintegré.
Sin que importe c6mo ocurri6,
esto podria haber resultado en
que los agentes u otros con-
ductores inocentes fueran
lesionados gravemente y qui-
z4s muertos. Si eso hubiera
ocurrido, ;jcudl habria sido la
reaccién de los que claman
por justicia? ;Se habrian
manifestado con tanta ener-
gia contra el "coyote" como
estan haciéndolo contra los
agentes?

Y dada la tragedia maés
reciente, en la cual resultaron
muertos ocho inmigrantes
ilegales, ;se van a organizar
manifestaciones para exigir
que el coyote sea llevado a jui-
cio? S6lo cuando exijamos que
la justicia se administre
imparcialmente podremos
sentirnos seguros, si alguna
vez tenemos que enfrentarnos
a un jurado de nuestros
iguales.

Habiendo dicho eso, necesito
agregar que nada de lo que
ocurri6 durante la persecu-
cibn o cuando el camién se
detuvo, justificaba lo que par-
ece haber sido un uso excesivo
de la fuerza. Es cierto que, en
el acaloramiento del momen-
to, cualquiera podria reaccio-
nar de modo menos que
humano. Sin embargo, algo
que distingue a los profesion-
ales adiestrados de los aficio-
nados es8 que no se les permite
el lujo de dejar que sus emo-
ciones personales interfieran
con la ejecucién profesional
de sus obligaciones.

El problema ocurrié después
que el camién se detuvo,
dando a los pasajeros una
oportunidad para escapar.
Ahi fué cuando el tejido de la
ejecucién de la ley, al que nos
adherimos para nuestro bien
y proteccion comunes, fué des-
baratado. Si los agentes, bajo
el disfraz o el color de la ley,
pueden golpear a cualquier
ser humano con impunidad,
entonces todos estamos en
peligro. ;Cudndo tendremos

la desgracia de provocar la
ira o el desagrado de un

e e S e o s e o P

agente de policia? Personal-
mente, no estoy dispuesto a
correr ese riesgo.

De modo que, aunque no nos
apresuramos a juzgar, todo el
que crea en la justicia debe
exigir que se aclaren debida-
mente los hechos y se adopte la
accibn apropiada. Es alen-
tador que el Departamento del
Alguacil de Riverside haya
iniciado accién para realizar
su trabajo de modo cuidadoso
y profesional. Los intereses
de los agentes y de los inmi-
grantes indocumentados que-
dardn mejor servidds si se
permite que la justicia siga su
curso.

La mayor seguridad de la
justicia en ultima instancia
descansa en el hecho de que,
bajo nuestro sistema legal,
toda persona merece el tram-
ite debido. Si dejamos de pro-
porcionar esa salvaguarda
para cualquiera, entonces no
somos mejores que las
naciones a las que acusamos
de subvertir los derechos
humanos. Nuestra  meta
ultima deberia ser la de ase-
gurar que tales golpizas
nunca vuelvan a ocurrir.
Aunque las personas que
infrinjan las leyes deben ser
castigadas debidamente, ésa
deberia ser  prerrogativa
unica de los tribunales y no de
nadie m4és.

Una observacién final. No
puedo comprender la fobia
despiadada contra los inmi-
grantes ilegales. Después de
todo, siempre se me ensef6 a
respetar y admirar a nuestros
antecesores los Peregrinos.
Empero, ellos desembarcaron
y fundaron su colonia fuera
de la patente que les concedié
la Compania de Virginia. Ya
que no estaban autorizados a
desembarcar alli, eso signi-
fica que eran inmigrantes
ilegales.

;Habria justificado eso el
que los nativos los golpearan
inmisericordemente?

iMe alegro de que los indige-
nas no hayan reaccionado de
modo tan salvaje!

Raymond Rodriguez, de Long Beach,
California, es catedrdtico universi-
tario jubilado.

Propiedad literaria registrada por
Hispanic Link News Service en 1996.
Distribuido por The Los Angeles
Times Syndicate

Riverside Beating Requires Broader Examination

By Ray Rodriguez

The media has once again
seared a moment of violence
into our minds. In Califor-
nia, a sheriff's deputy is seen
administering highway jus-
tice to suspected wundocu-
mented immigrants. A
woman 18 dragged out of a
truck by her hair, and a sec-
ond deputy takes a couple of
perfunctory swings.

While many television
viewers who saw the action
over and over are under-
standably outraged, before we
rush to judgment, let us set our
emotions aside and look at the
situation rationally.

First, the suspects were in
this country illegally. Sec-
ond, the driver of the pickup
truck endangered the lives of
his passenger by cramming
nearly 20 people into his vehi-
cle.

Third, he blatantly ignored
repeated warnings and
requests to stop. And as a
result of erratic driving, he
endangered the lives of inno-
cent commuters. The sher-
iff's deputies, on the other
hand, were carrying out their
sworn duty to safeguard the
lives of law-abiding citizens.

Thus it didn't matter
whether the pickup was trans-
porting undocumented immi-
grants or not. The deputies
would have pursued the truck
in any case. That discredits
the attempt to introduce race

Lubbock &

The Llano Estacado

into the equation. In this

instance, enforcing the law
had nothing to do with race or

gender.

Prior to coming to a stop, pas-
sengers had allegedly thrown
debris onto the roadway. They
deny the charge and claim it
resulted from the dilapidated
truck's camper top disinte-
grating. Regardless of how it
occurred, this could have
resulted in deputies or inno-
cent motorists being seriously
injured, or perhaps killed.

If that had happened, what
would have been the reaction
of those clamoring for justice?
Would they have been as
vocal against the coyote
(smuggler) a8 they have been
against the deputies?

And given the latest tragedy,
in which eight undocumented
workers were killed, are
marches going to be organ-
ized to demand the coyote be
brought to trial? Only when
we demand that justice be
impartially administered
can we feel secure if we ever
have to face a jury of our
peers.

Having said that, I need to
add that nothing that occurred
during the chase or when the
truck came to a stop war-
ranted what appears to be
excessive use of force. True,
in the heat of the moment,
anyone might react in a less
than humane manner. How-

ever, one thing that distin-

guishes trained professionals
from amateurs is that they
don't let their emotions inter-
fere with the execution of their
duties.

The problem occurred after
the truck stopped, giving the
passengers a chance to
escape. That is when the fab-
ric of law enforcement, which
we adhere to for our common
good and protection, was torn
asunder. If officers, under the
guise or color of the law, can
beat any human being with
impunity, then all of us are at
risk. When will it be our mis-
fortune to arouse the wrath or
displeasure of a policeman?
Personally, I am not willing
to take that risk.

Thus, while we should not
rush to judgment, everyone
who believes in justice should
demand that the facts be duly
ascertained and appropriate
action taken. It i8 encourag-
ing that the Riverside County
Sheriff's Department has ini-
tiated action to do this. The
department should be given
an opportunity to carry out its
task in a thorough and profes-
sional manner. The interests
of the deputies and the undocu-
mented immigrants will be
better served if justice is

allowed to run its course.

The greatest assurance of
ultimate justice lies in the fact
that under our legal system
everybody deserves due pro-
cess. If we fail to provide that

safeguard for anyone, then we
are no better than the nations
that we accuse of subverting
human rights. Our ultimate
goal should be to assure that
such beatings will never
occur again. While individu-
als who violate the laws must
be duly punished, that should
be the sole prerogative of the
courts and no one else.

One final observation. I
can't understand the vicious
anti-illegal immigrant pho-
bia. After all, I was taught to
respect and admire our Pil-

grim forefathers. Yet, they
landed and founded their
colony outside the patent

granted to them by Virginia
Company. Since they were not
authorized to land there, that
meant they were illegal
immigrants.

WOuld that have justified
the natives clubbing them
unmercifully?

I'm glad that Indians did not
respond iIn such a savage
manner.

Ray Rodriguez, of Long Beach, Calif,
i8 a retired university professor.

Copyright 1996. Hispanic Link News
Service. Distributed by the Los
Angeles Times Syndicate
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The Last Entitlement

by Ira Cutler

At a time when millions of Americans are homeless, tens
of millions are without health care and a fourth of our
nation's children live below the poverty line, some govern-
ment leaders and child advocates are worried that low
income people will lack access to the Internet. The Depart-
ment of Commerce, for example, is spending millions of our
dollars on this and I simply do not get it.

The theory is that, as the old proverb asserts, "knowledge
is power". Therefore, since the Internet and the World
Wide Web are believed to be on the verge of becoming the
center of communication and the repository of all informa-
tion, if you are off the Net and denied access to it, you will be
powerless. Once again, the story goes, the poor will be
denied access to power. One article lays out an almost Dar-
winian scenario in which those with Internet access thrive
and multiply while those without lose out to the "Cyberspace
Cohort".

Come on.

I have listened to this and similar arguments frequently,
with two simultaneous and powerful reactions. My first
instinct, frankly, is to laugh. Surely this is satire. I cannot
imagine either a whole country spending their time point-
ing, clicking and endlessly waiting, nor can I imagine that
poor people, who need to spend their discretionary time on
survival issues, need to get into debates on-line about who
was the best Star Trek captain. Next someone will assert
some relationship between drinking overpriced flavored
coffee, eating scones and basic human rights.

The second feeling is a sense that I really ought to clam up
-- that serious people take this poverty and the Internet thing
seriously and that I will gain nothing by offending folks
who I agree with most of the time and who may be prospective
customers somewhere along the way. Today's column,
which I delayed writing for months, is pretty good evidence
that I do not know when to shut up.

So let's examine the Internet and poverty idea, calmly and
dispassionately.

You have to buy quite a few assumptions before you can
conclude that there is anything much to worry about here.

L

| You have to believe that the Internet has the potential to trans-

mit power in the form of information and for that you have to
believe that people will use it. Newspaper readership is
down, most library books are dusty and talk radio is thriv-
ing. Yet we are asked to believe that large numbers of people
will use the Internet and its successors not for entertainment
but as "personal libraries". Will folks who do not already
do so read the Congressional Record or the Federal Register
because it is on their computer, even though it is deadly bor-
ing, and will anything change much if they do?

There are, according to various surveys, between '
15,000,000 and 20,000,000 people who have been on the Internet
in the past three months. A huge amount of that audience, I
suspect, are college students enjoying free access to socialize
and to do research, techies of one sort or another, the vaguely
curious who are just checking it out and assorted lonely
folks looking for reasonable facsimiles of love. It is
nowhere near proven that there is a consistent audience
using the Internet for serious purposes and prepared to con-
tinue to do so.

The question of audience is critical sirice, inevitably, the
question of whether or not profit can be made from the Inter-
net is vital to its survival and to poor people's access. The

historical precedent. certainly. is television. Once accessi-
ble only to the wealthy -- in my neighborhood several

families would gather at the home of the one family who had
a tiny little black and white screen and watch Uncle Miltie -
- televisions can now be found in the homes of all but the very
poorest families. This most powerful medium, which has
truly changed the political and social landscape, became
universally accessible because of good old American capi-
talistic greed.

Television became hugely popular because it was enter-
taining, not empowering, and because business learned how
to make the sets cheap enough and the programs addicting
enough to guarantee a huge audience. And there was room
also to put things on the screen that informed -- the news was
always a part of television. Lots of people today are making
money on Internet stocks but not much on the Internet itself
and I'am not convinced that that will change very much or
very soon. To attract the big audience needed to guarantee
the revenue that will drive the whole thing requires that the
product be entertaining and not require too much work. Tel-
evision beats books and newspapers because it can be experi-
enced passively and with snacks. The Internet is too much
work.

So I do not worry because I see only two plausible
scenarios: in one the Internet becomes a bigger version of
CB radios, which everyone just had to have during a brief
craze. If that comes to pass, then the poor did not miss any-
thing much. In the other scenario the Internet gets cheap, not
because of government programs or advocacy but in order to
increase the audience for advertising revenue and/or to
charge fees. What popularity the Internet now has comes in
part because it is virtually free but that will not last. Like
television it will soon be a choice between looking at a mil-
lion commercials or paying a fee or maybe both -- have you

| noticed the appearance of commercials at movie theaters?

The tragedy in all this is the wasted energy. While good
people fight for the poor's right to get wired up the real issues
like a decent standard of living, health care access, housing
and employment opportunities are slipping away. Am I
missing something? Is some important concept or fact elud-
ing me and causing me to just miss it entirely?

Maybe someone could e-mail me and set me straight.

Ira Cutler, says he's seeking a semi-legitimate outlet for thoughts and ideas
too irreverant, too iconoclastic, or just too nasty for polite, serwus, self-
important company. He promises us a Monday column most weeks. -

Midland / Odessa
and the Permian Basin
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El Kditor's
LATEST

NEW YORK - The New
York Rangers regained the

home-ice advantage in their

playoff series with the Mon-
treal Canadiens. Now all they
have to do is figure out how to
win at home.

The Rangers have lost four
straight playoff games at
Madison Square Garden,
including the first two of this
Eastern Conference series, to
tie a club record set in 1956-57.

Ironically, the Rangers were
knocked out in the first round
that season by the Canadiens -
longtime rivals and members
with New York in the NHL's
"Original Six." The Cana-
diens and Rangers have met
in 13 previous playoff series,
with Montreal winning seven
and holding a 33-24-2 edge in
games.

The hallmark of their cur-
rent series has been the com-
petitiveness of the first four
games, including Tuesday
night's 4-3 victory by the
Rangers in Montreal to tie the
best-of-7 series at 2-2.

That completed a two-game
sweep in Montreal for the
Rangers, who have two of the
next three games scheduled
for the Garden beginning
with Game 5 on Friday night.

The Canadiens hope to
return to the fast-skating type
of game in their first two
appearances in the Garden
that got them off to a quick 2-0
lead in the series.

"We weren't as opportunis-
tic as we've been,” said Mon-
treal center Vincent
Damphousse of the Cana-
diens' two losses at home.
"There's not much to change.
We outplayed them, but that
second period killed us. But
whether we play better or not,
we still have to bother Richter
more."

Goalie Mike Richter, who
gave up four goals to
Damphousse in the first two
games, had his best outing of
the series so far as the Cana-

14 'Zj .-, | Entry Fee:

Texas second baseman Mark McLemore bowls into Chicago’s Jose
Munoz on Tuesday while trying to break up a double play. McLemore
did his job on the play, but the Rangers still lost 6-5.

diens outshot New York 35-19
in Game 4.

"Sometimes, they had pres-
sure in our end, but we have a
pretty good defense," Richter
said. "They didn't give up a
lot of rebound shots. You need
to make the save every now
and then and I'm glad I was
able to help out tonight."

Richter seems to be rounding
into playoff form after com-
ing back from a groin injury
that kept him out of action for
more than two months.

"I'm close (to 100 per cent
healthy)," he said. "I feel
stronger every time I'm out
there. It helps to go into playoff

NEW YORK--Pay-per-view
broadcast of Battlecade
Extreme Fighting 2(TM), the
controversial championship
matches of a rugged combina-
tion of martial arts and free-
style fighting, will take place
at the Kahnawake Sports
Complex in Kahnawake near

Montreal, Quebec on Friday,

Cmco de Mayo

‘Deportes - Sports

Can Rangers Win At Home?

time when the intensity level
is high."

One of the most relieved
players in this series has to be
Montreal captain Pierre Tur-
geon, who scored his first goal
of this post-season in Game 4.
Turgeon had been the object of
scorn in Montreal for shoot-
ing blanks in the first three
games.

"Even if he hadn't scored, I
would have said he played a
good game," said Montreal
coach Mario Tremblay.

Added Turgeon: "It cer-
tainly was a confidence
builder. It's only one goal. If I
could trade it for a win, I
would."

Extreme Fight Gets OK

April 26th despite opposition
from the Quebec government.

Donald Zuckerman, Execu-
tive Producer of the controver-
sial fighting program, said he
had received written
assurance from the grand
chief of the Mohawk Council
of Kahnawake that the Quebec

EANEDR Quebec

LO MAS
RECIEN

Baseball
Owners Lost

% Time
NEW YORK - Baseball own-
ers lost more than $700 mil-
lion during the 1994 and 1995
seasons, according to finan-
cial data obtained by The
Associated Press.

The 28 teams had an operat-
ing loss of $376 million in
1994, when the players' strike
wiped out the final 52 days of
the regular season, the play-
offs and the World Series.
The teams lost $326 million
last year according to pre-
liminary estimates compiled
by the commissioner's office.

Baseball's 232-day strike,
the longest ever in U.S. pro
sports, appears to have cost
owners more than $900 muil-
lion in revenue and cost play-
ers about $350 million in pay.

Teams combined for an
operating profit of $36 million
in 1993, the last year before the
strike, the industry's eighth
consecutive profitable year.

Losses the last two years
dwarfed those in 1981, when a
50-day strike canceled a large
part of the season. Owners
sustained a $105 million loss
that year, not including $47
million in strike insurance
payments. Owners did not
have insurance during the

latest strike.
As a result of the strike and a

decrease in national TV
money, operating revenue
dropped 35 percent in 1994
from a record $1.87 billion to
$1.21 billion.

government will not try to
halt the matches even though
they are not sanctioned by its
boxing authority. The
matches had generated biting
opposition among some Cana-
dian newspapers and politi-
cians because of their alleged
violence.

Battlecade was invited by a
Mohawk sports promotion
firm to stage the champion-
ships at Kahnawake and the

government main-

BN tained the fights would be ille-

Softball Tourney

MAY 4th & 5th 1996
Lubbock, Texas

$ 1 1 OoOO if paid by April 26
$ 1 25.00 After April 26th

8~ DEADLINE TO ENTER - MAY 1st, 1996

PLACE: Berl Hoffman Complex
RULES: ASA - No Home Runs
Red Stitch Ball MSP 47

1st thru 5th PLACE - Team Trophies
1st PLACE - 15 Budweiser Satin Jackets
2nd PLACE - Dudley Bat Bags (15)
3rd PLACE - 15 T-Shirts with Team Logo

MVP Award - Bat

Golden Glove Award - Glove

Lots of Entertainment at Buddy Holly Park
Music, Food Booths and Games

Bring The Family

Contact: Robert Narvaiz 792-5037
Jaime Hernandez 747-0826

Jerry Brown 762-2672

l Kahnawake
| assurances that there will be

B cal anywhere in Canada.

"The Mohawk Council of
has received
no intervention by the Gov-
ernment of Quebec or its
agencies in the staging of the
‘Extreme Fighting' event,”
chief Joseph Tokwiro Norton
said in a letter to Zuckerman.
"The Mohawk government of
Kahnawake has the jurisdic-
tion to recognize this event
and the Kahnawake Peace-
keepers, as the primary police
force in the Kahnawake Ter-
ritory, will be responsible for
peace and security,” he said.

Press opinion generally has
been opposed to the matches at
Kahnawake but on Saturday
Montreal Gazette writer Doug
Camilli said of attempts to bar
Extreme Fighting: "No doubt
the government will show
equal courage in banning, at
once and totally, the almost
equally primitive blood sport
known as hockey, in which
large muscular men with
clubs (“sticks') frequently try
to injure each other while an
arena full of barbarians roars
approval.”

Meanwhile, as the Quebec |

controversy raged, New York
State Senator Roy Goodman
began hearings on one of
several bills that would ban
the sport altogether in New
York.

Zuckerman and Battlecade
chairman Anthony Guccione
testified before Goodman's
committee last week, and
requested that Extreme Fight-
ing be regulated but not
banned. An Extreme Fight-
ing match was withdrawn
from New York State last
November after a legal battle.

Zuckerman and (Guccione
claim that new '"grappling
gloves" to be worn by all

fighters along with other
safety and health precautions
make the sport as safe as pro-
fessional football or boxing.
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Recorta Distancias, Pero
Chavez Sigue Abajo En

Apuestas de Ganar

| tk_\’”“i.*

Cuidad de Mexico - Luego de
estarabajopor 3-1enlasapues-
tas en Las Vegas, Julio César
Chévez recort6 terreno en una
proporcién de 1.5 por 1 para la
peleaque sostendrael 7de junio
ante el estadoounidense Oscar
de la Hoya.

Los principales hoteles de la
capital del juego, segun los ulti-
mos reportes, tienen a De la
Hoya 8-5 sobre el campeén
superligero del Consejo
Munidial de Boxeo, lo que signi-
fic aproximadamente un 1.5-1.

Se estima que conforme vaya
acercandose el dia de la pelea,
Chéavez va a emparejar los mo-
mios una vez que los especialis-
tas estén convencidos de que
entrenaenserio. Incluso sedice
que no seria extrano que Julio
Césarllegara aincrementar las
apuestas a sufavor una vez que
demuestre que su estado fisico
es Optimo.

Para un buen nimero de afi-
cionados era exagerado que el
Golden Boy haya sido puesto 3-
1 sobre Chédvez, quien a pesar
de otodo tiene muchas posibili-
dades de salir adelante.

/Come Play Softball in the Cool Pines o

RUIDOSO

May 10-12 - Gray Hawk Invitational Men's D, E & Womens C,D
May 31-2 - Sicrra Blanca Opener Men's €,D,E & Women's C,D
June 21-23 - Cool Pines CIassk, Men's C,D.E & women's C,D
July 19-21 Last Chance Qualifier, Men's C,D.E & Women's Open
August 17-18 Ruidoso Co-Ed Classic
September 21-22 Mountain Double-Up Co Ed

TO ENTER CALL DEBBIE JO AT
505-257-6030

A pesar de su juventud, de
marchar invicto en sucarreray
de haberlogrado sonados triun-

fos sobre Jorge Maromero Paez,
Genaro Chicanito Hernandez,
John John Molina y Rafael
Ruelas, Oscar es un peleador
que tiene una quijada fragil.
Pueba de ello es que ha es-
tado en la lona en varias oca-
siones. Si eso lo aprovecha JC,
no seria extrano que se alzara
con una victoria por nocaut.

O DE
MAYO

CO-ED SOFTBALL
TOURNAMENT
MOSE HOOD
PARKS - LOTS
OF FUN & PRIZES
CALL 763-3841

%
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ATTENTION
SOFTBALL
TEAMS,

LetUs Do Your
Softball Uniforms
at 1/2 the Price
Others DO!
| FREE NUMBERS
Custom Designs
2 Colors for the

Price of One
Delivered in 5 Days
CALL: (806) 763-3841
TEXAS SOFTBALL
SUPERCUP

Watch for a Texas SuperCup Softball Tournament
Coming to Your Town Soon!

all 763-3841 Today




EL EDITOR, April 25, 1996, Lubbock, Tx

La Patrulla Fronteriza Debe Obedecer Sus
Propios Reglamentos Para La Persecucion

d B
Al __*“'"

Por Claudia E. Smith
Cuando la patrulla fronter-
1za sigue de cerca a una cam-

ioneta "pickup" excesiva-
mente cargada por espacio de
varias millas en alta veloci-
dad por un camino secun-
dario tortuoso, el decir que los
agentes "seguian" antes que
"perseguian”, porque no lle-
vaban encendidas las luces
de seguimiento ni las
sirenas, es una distincién sin
una diferencia.

Pregiintese a los sobre-
vivientes del choque del 6 de
abril cerca de Temécula, Cal-
ifornia, que dej6 a ocho pasa-
jerog de una "pickup” muer-

tos y a otros 12 lesionados
gravemente, hasta paraliza-
dos. Los sobrevivientes

dijeron que le suplicaron al
conductor que se detuviera y
después hicieron senales de
mano frenéticamente a los
agentes que iban en dos vehic-
ulos, siguiéndoles a 30 pies de
distancia en algunos lugares,
para que se retiraran porque
la camioneta iba dando ban-
dazos al dar vuelta a curvas
cerradas a mas de 60 millas
por hora.

Si, los contrabandistas
toman riesgos asombrosos
con su carga humana y deber-
ian ser enjuiciados hasta el
limite. Pero el choque morti-
fero mds reciente pide algo
més que las quejas acostum-
bradas sobre los mercaderes
de la muerte. En verdad es
aparente alguna reflexién
sobre si la patrulla fronteriza
se atuvo temerariamente a la
persecucion.

Con cada nueva tentativa de
llegar a Los Angeles sin ser
descubiertos, cada vez maés
desesperada que la anterior, a
fin de disminuir al minimo
las tragedias debemos respon-
sabilizar a los agentes con lo
que dice su propio manual
acerca de las persecuciones.
Al menos por escrito, el Serv-
icio de Inmigracién y Natu-
ralizacién hace que la seguri-

Si le paga $9 dolares por
hora para hablar en el
telefono
Hours flexibles, area local,
no Se requiere exprencia
Llame 1-809-474-3398
Ext. 486 intl 1d doll
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.dad de los presuntos inmi-

grantes sea una considera-
cion abrumadora. Se dice a
los agentes que descontimien
las persecuciones antes que
arriesgar sus propias vidas o
las de aquéllos de quienes se
sospecha que hayan atrave-
sado la frontera ilegalmente.
Egs asunto de proporcién. No
estamos hablando de delin-
cuentes peligrosos aqui. Pro-
bablemente lo unico en que
podamos concordar sea en que
las personas a quienes la
patrulla fronteriza trata de
atrapar un dia y otro, son tipi-
camente hombres que sélo
quieren ganar un jornal de
supervivencia y mujeres y
ninos que sbélo quieren reun-
Irse con sus esposos y padres.
La misma légica se aplica a
las persecuciones a pié, donde
se le ha pasado por alto tam-
bién con las consecuencias
mortales. El caso més
reciente fué en enero udltimo.
Seis hombres indocumenta-
dos se despeniaron por un risco
escarpado de 120 pies de alto
cerca de la Represa de Otay
Lake, después de haber sido
seguidos de noche hasta una
distancia de entre 8 y 10 pies
del borde. Seguin todos los
relatos, los agentes que los
descubrieron se escondieron
en los arbustos, los dejaron
pasar y los siguieron durante
una buena distancia antes de
ordenarles que se detuvieran.
Un portavoz de la patrulla
fronteriza dijo sencillamente
que los hombres corrieron en
direccién equivocada. Uno de
los seis murié; otro terminé
en estado de coma. j;Por qué
razén se les di6 caza en el
mismo lugar donde un agente

murié al caer hace un ano?
Igual que en el caso del

TECHNIQUE DETAIC

& HAND CAR WASH

AUTO APPEARANCE SPECIALIST

HANDWASH
HANDWAX
COMPLETE

DETAIL
_1101 16TH ST.
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for county commissioner precinct. 3

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Frank Gutierrez

/

5 & . i F 5
. l:': l‘:'i- . '-.‘f:.fg:,‘\-."ﬁ “\.\::{% 1.- 3 5 T

s 1) o ey ..‘ O b '
:': o , :':.-'E:‘Q ! H@ﬂ "-., .:f":?':;:" '-.:*.‘."".}1 u St =

EL EDITOR
18 published by Amigo
Publications at 1502
Ave. M in Lubbock, TX,
79401. Owur telephone
number 1s 806-763-3841
our fax 18 806-741-1110.
Opinions and commen-
taries expressed in this
newspaper are those of
the author and do not
necessarily reflect the
view of our advertisers
or the publisher.

Editor/Publisher

Bidal Aguero

choque de Temécula, Ila
patrulla fronteriza traté rapi-
damente de hacer recaer toda
la culpa sobre los contraban-
distas. Las cuestiones de si la
ventaja tactica podria haber
superado al sentido comin
quedaron sin  responder.
Estas preguntas no fueron
planteadas con el fin de
molestar. La experiencia
triste nos impuls6 a pregun-
tar.

Hace diez anos, la Ayuda
Legal Rural de California
unié6 sus fuerzas con el
entonces Obispo de Stockton,
Roger Mahony, para denun-
ciar una préictica de la
patrulla fronteriza de apresar
a trabajadores agricolas
indocumentados al dirigirlos
hacia las zanjas de irriga-
cibn. Antes de que nuestros
llamados a la limitacién
cambiaran el modo de efec-
tuar redadas en el campo en el
Valle Central de California,
una docena de trabajadores
agricolas murieron ahogados
en sus las aguas que corrian
profunda y rédpidamente en
sus esfuerzos frenéticos por
escaparse.

La perspectiva es asombrosa,
si la patrulla fronteriza pasa
por alto los llamados actuales
para sopesar con mucho més
cuidado el costo humano de
las persecuciones en el sur de
California. Sin embargo, el
debate sobre la inmigracién
ha llegado a ser tan venenoso,
que el proponer un enfoque
mé4s mesurado a las persecu-
ciones equivale a ser tachado
de partidario de las fronteras
abiertas. De nuevo, como tan-
tos aspectos de las practicas
err6neas de la patrulla fron-

teriza, el problema con las
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indocumentada, como el tur-
ismo y los negocios agricolas.
Desde luego, esos tienen bas-
tante influencia politica.

Hasta que estemos dispues-
tos a reconocer al iman que
atrae a la gente a cruzar la
frontera, la promesa de
empleo, la inmigracién ile-
gal continuard siendo wun
accidente a punto de ocurrir,

Claudia E. Smith es abogada del

Proyecto de los Trabajadores Agricolas
Migrantes de la Ayuda Legal Rural de
California, en Oceanside, California.

Propiedad literaria registrada por
Hispanic Link News Service en 1996.

“EL MOMENTD DE
AGGION ES YA"

1-800-727-UNETE

IF YOU

HAVE
WE AN

HELP.

persecuciones no es tanto con
el curso de accién, aunque el
manual de la patrulla fron-
teriza pide ampliacién sobre
las persecuciones. El mayor
problema es la tolerancia
muy extendida en las filas de
la patrulla fronteriza para las
tacticas que infringen los
reglamentos del Servicio de
Inmigracién y Naturaliza-
cibn. Dadas las épocas poco
hospitalarias, esta gituacién
de libertinaje no deberia ser
dificil de ver.

En cualquier caso, la inter-
diccién acelerada de la fron-
tera distrae la atenci6én del

disuasivo verdadero: el
ponerse duros con las indus-

trias que recogen grandes
beneficios de la mano de obra

7

HELP.

AMERICAN
CANCER
SOLETY
1-800-ACS-2345

DISASTER BLASTER
Anti-Drug & Gang Violence
RALLY '96

May 11, 1996 - 12 Noon til 6 p.m.
BUDDY HOLLY PARK

Citywide Effort!! More Volunteers to Assist
With the RALLY.

For More Information or Volunteer Call:
797-8317

El Perro &

Gruardldn

Inq

Crime Prevention Coalitian
and US. Department of Justice  § ba Lechs Contra £ Criman .

May 11,1970 - Tornado! Came Together
May 11, 1996 - Drugs/Gangs Violence!
COMING TOGETHER

) A\
Registrese Para Votar - Llamenos

Para Informmacion 744-5002
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

S1 USTED CREE QUE NO
PUEDE COMPRAR UNA CASA, £
NOSOTROS LE OFRECEMOS /£ 4
VARIAS COSAS QUE £ 4
DEBE INVESTIGAR. £ ~

" cuota inicial muy pequefa. Una casa con plc 0
toda clase de ventanas para que usted pueda empezar

a ver la vida desde una nueva perspectiva.

VEA QUE TAN FACIL ES SER DUENO DE SU
PROPIA CASA POR $1,000 DE CUOTA INICIAL.

cComo puede usted comprar la casa de sus
suenos? Con la ayuda del Departamento de Vivienda y
Desarrollo Urbano de los Estados Unidos (HUD)],

personas trabajadoras como usted pueden comprar una

informacion acerca de esta gran oportunidad, consulte
con un agente local de bienes raices o llame al

1-800-767-4HUD para solicitar un folleto gratis sobre
como comprar una Casa HUD.

el sueno de su vida.

NOSOTROS LE AYUDAREMOS A POSEER UN PEDAZO DE ESTE PAIS.

La cuota Iinicial y los pagos mensuales varfan segun el precio de la casa y los términos. Los costos de cierre y honorarios son adicionales.

e <

S ests cansado de mirar por la

PequenE veptSHEE e BESe ERCEREEIRES . | T
dia tras dia, es tiempo de pensar en

comprar su propia casa con una

.......

.....
.....
..........

casa con
- solamente $1,000
de cuota inicial, y

. SuUSs pagos

' mensuales de

| hipoteca

- probablemente

j seran por casi lo

MISMo que paga

de renta.

S desea mayonr
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Investigue como realizar

Para compradores que califiquen. Unicamente sobre casas con financiacion asegurada por FHA.
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News Brief
Clinton: I Goofed on Health Care

According to a new book, President Clinton admits that
major mistakes in the scope and timing of his health-care
reform plan doomed the program and led to the rout of the
Democratic Party in the 1994 election, reports The Washing-
ton Post.

The confession is contained in "The System: The Ameri-
can Way of Politics at the Breaking Point," by Haynes
Johnson and David Broder. Clinton said that when Demo-
cratic Sen. Robert Byrd of West Virginia blocked on proce-
dural grounds the administration's plan to insert a national
health care program into the broad budget package enacted
by Congress in the summer of 1993, he should have changed
his strategy and not tried to pass such a major overhaul of
health care all at once.

"This 18 entirely my mistake," Clinton said. "No one
else's. I probably made a mistake in not then going for a
multiyear strategy.”

That critical error led to a series of misjudgments that
ended up isolating the White House, eroding public support,
fueling the opposition, dividing the Democratic Party and
leading directly to the Republican takeover of Congress in
the midterm elections, according to the book .

"I set the Congress up for failure," Clinton told the authors.
He had set himself up for failure, too, he said, but Congress
"had to stand with it" sooner in the 1994 elections, "and I
didn't, and I feel badly about that.

"In retrospect I think it would have been better to go before
the American people (in late spring 1994) and just say:
'‘Listen. 1 know you're frustrated about this and we need to do
it, but better to take another year and do it right.' I might
have been able to say that to the American people, and it
might have made a difference in the way the American peo-
ple viewed the Democrats in the '94 election," he said.

By Claudia E. Smith

When the United States Bor-
| der Patrol closely follows a
heavily overloaded pickup
truck for several miles at
high speed on a winding back
road, to say that the agents
"tailed" rather than "chased"
the vehicle because no pursuit
lights or sirens were turned
on 18 a distinction without a
difference.

Just ask the survivors of the
April 6 crash near Temecula,
Calif., which left eight of the
pickup truck passengers dead
and 12 others badly hurt, even
paralyzed. The survivors say
they were pleading with the
driver to stop and then franti-
cally hand-signaled agents
in two vehicles to back off
because the pickup was
careening around sharp turns
at 60-plus miles an hour.
According to the passengers,
the officers were only 30 feet
away at various points during

Public Housing Ordered in Dallas

In the latest twist in an 11-year-old public housing deseg-

regation suit, a federal judge has issued an order intended to
force the mostly white suburbs of Dallas to accept public hous-
ing, reports The New York Times.

Should the suburbs resist, the ruling would require the fed-
eral Department of Housing and Urban Development to
investigate whether the refusals violated civil rights laws.

The order, issued last Tuesday, is the latest attempt to
remove inequities in public housing in response to a federal
lawsuit filed in 1985 by poor black residents of such housing
in Dallas. The order, by Judge Jerry Buchmeyer of Federal
District Court, calls for the federal housing department to
make it possible to place 3,200 public housing units in
"predominantly white areas" of Dallas and its suburbs.

The Dallas lawsuit is one of a number around the nation
filed against the federal housing department, local housing
authorities and cities in an effort to reverse the decades-old
practice of putting poor people and members of minorities in
| public housing in urban ghettos.

Buchmeyer noted that 92 percent of the black families in
public housing lived in "predominantly black or minority"
housing projects in "predominantly black or minority-

concentrated areas where the poverty rate exceeds 40 | the chase.
percent." Yes, smugglers take god-
In the 11 years since the Dallas suit was filed, elected offi- | awful chances with their

human cargo and should be
prosecuted to the hilt. But the
latest deadly crash calls for
more than the stock railing
about merchants of death.
Some reflection on whether
the Border Patrol stuck need-
lessly to the chase is certainly
seemly.

Each new attempt by undocu-
mented immigrants to reach
Los Angeles undetected is
more desperate than the pre-
ceding one. In order to mini-
mize tragedies like the

Temecula crash, we must
hold agents to what theiwr own

handbook says about the con-
duct of high-speed pursuits.

At least in writing, the
Immigration and Naturali-
zation Service makes the
safety of would-be immi-
grants an overriding consid-

“VWould You Like To Save $7.00
A Month On Your Telephone Bill?”

With Lifeline Discount Telephone Service, You Can!*

In Texas, eligible low-income households can save
$7.00 a month on basic telephone service from
Southwestern Bell Telephone. That’s an annual
savings of more than $80.00.

cials and others in the Dallas area have opposed Judge Buch-
meyer's rulings. Just last year, a major battle erupted after
the Dallas Housing Authority bought a tract of land in the
predominantly white suburb of North Dallas to build 75 of 474
new housing units ordered as a result of the lawsuit by poor
black residents of public housing. Neighboring homeowners
in North Dallas sued, and while they ultimately lost their
effort to keep out the new site, local housing officials have yet
to purchase the land for the additional 399 units.

The World's Biggest
Co-Ed Volleyball
Tournament Coming
In May! Look for More
Detail In El Editor

If your income is at or below the federal poverty
level or if you are currently receiving benefits under
certain Federal Assistance Programs, you may
qualify for the Lifeline Discount Telephone Service.

It’s easy to apply for this Imoney-saving program.
Please call the Southwestern Bell Telephone
Business Office today at 1 + (800) 244-5993 to find

out more details.

@ Southwestern Bell Telephone
“The One to Call On”»

*Some restrictions apply. Please call us from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the above telephone number to see if you qualify.

eration. Agents are told to
drop pursuits rather than risk
either their own lives or those
of suspected illegal border
Crossers.

This policy shows a sense of
proportion. After all, we are
not talking about aggravated
felons here. Probably the only
thing on which we can all
agree is that the people the Bor-
der Patrol tries to catch day in
and day out are typically men
who just want to earn a living
wage, and women and child-
ren who just want to reunite
with husbands and fathers.

The logic of the INS policy
applies equally well to ‘foot
chases. Unfortunately, it has
been disregarded there as
well -- with equally fatal con-
sequences. One night in
January, six undocumented
men ran off a sheer 120-foot
cliff near Chula Vista's Otay
Lake Dam after being tailed
to within 8 to 10 feet of the
edge.

From all accounts, the
agents who spotted the men
hid in the brush, let them pass
and tailed them for a good dis-
tance before ordering them to
stop. A Border Patrol spokes-
man said it was
"unfortunate" that the men
ran in the wrong direction.
One of the six died; another 1s
comatose. Why on earth did
they chase anyone in the very

T e e — — . i i ey W

place where an agent fell to
his death a year ago while

pursuing other suspected
undocumented border-
crossers?

In that case, as in the Temec-
ula crash, the Border Patrol
was quick to put the entire
blame on smugglers. The
question of whether a desire
for tactical advantage might
have won out over good sense
went unanswered.

Ten years ago, California

Rural Legal Assistance
joined forces with then-
Stockton Bishop Roger

Mahony in denouncing a
patrol practice of rounding up
undocumented farm workers
in the fields by herding them
toward rivers and irrigation
ditches.

Before our appeals for
restraint changed the way
such sweeps were conducted
in (alifornia's Central Val-
ley, more than a dozen farm
workers plunged into the deep,

fast-running waters and
drowned.

Should the Border Patrol
ignore current appeals to
weigh with more care the
human costs of these perilous
chases, the consequences will
be appalling. But the immi-
gration debate has become s0
poisonous that to propose a
more measured approach is to
be branded an advocate of
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| Border Patrol Must Heed Its Own Chase Regulations

open borders.

Like so many aspects of Bor-
der Patrol wrongdoing, the
problem with chases is not so
much with policy, although the
Border Patrol handbook's
vague phasing cries for
amplification of what condi-
tions justify chases. The
larger problem is widespread
tolerance for practices which
violate INS  regulations.
Given the very inhospitable
times for immigrants, this
state of license within the Bor-
der Patrol should not be hard
to 1magine.

In any event, stepped-up bor-
der interdiction diverts atten-
tion from what would be a real
deterrent to illegal 1immigra-
tion: getting tough with some
of our key industries -- like
tourism and agribusiness --
which reap such big benefits
from undocumented labor.
But these industries have
plenty of political clout.

Until we are willing to deal
head-on with the magnet, the
promise of employment that
draws people to cross the bor-
der, illegal immigration will
continue to be another accid-
ent waiting to happen.

Claudia E. Smith is an attorney with

the Migrant Farmworker Project of
California Rural Legal Assistance in
Oceanside, Calif.

Copyright 1996. Hispanic Link News
Service. Distributed by the Los
Angeles Times Syndicate

he Community Development and Neighborhoo

of the

City of Lubbock

1s accepting

| Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)

Initiatives Department

Request for Proposals (RFP)

'from all non-profit agencies, for-profit agencies, and City departments
(within the city limit of the City of Lubbock) which are
interested in applying for

HOME Investment Partnership Program, and

Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) Funds

Date:

Time:

Technical Assistance Workshop will be held and Applications distributed on:

May 1, 1996 (Wednesday)

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Location: Rodgers Community Center

3200 Amherst

Technical Assistance will also be provided on the following dates:
May 8 at 6:00 pm in City Hall, Training Room 1;
May 15 at 6:00 pm in City Hall, Room 103
May 22 at 6:00 pm in City Hall, Training Room 1.

If these dates are not convenient, appointments can be arranbed

by calling 767-2301
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por Sofia Martinez

Dios es el creador del cielo y
de la tierra, esto quiere decir
que Dios hizo de la nada el cielo
y la tierra con todo lo que con-
tienen. Nosotros no podemos
crear,porque,parahaceralguna
cosadelanada,tendriamosque
ser omnipotentes: Solamente
Dios es todo poderoso y por eso
nada mas El puede crear.

Dios no estaba obligado a
crear el mundo, lo hizo porque
quiso: Tan solo con Su Palabra,
con un solo acto de su voluntad.
Las creaturas mas perfectas de

EL EDITOR, April 25, 1
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Dios son los 4ngeles y nosotros

los humanos.

Los dngeles son espiritus
puros creados por Diog para
adorarle y cumplir las érdenes.
Diosloscre6enestadode gracia
y de santidad, pero no todos
perseveraron en dicho estado,
algunos de ellos se rebelaron
contra Diosy se vieron perdidos
por su orgullo.

Dios recompensé la fideli-
dad de los Angeles buenos con-
firméndolos en la gracia. Ellos,
tienen la misi6én de alabar a
Dios y cumplir 6rdenes. Los
angeles de la guarda velan por
nosotros y nos portegen. Debe-
mos de Pedirles ayuda en
nuestrastentacionesy peligros.
Dios castigé alos dngeles malos
arrojdndolos del cielo y con-
dendndolos al infierno. Ahora,
ellos procuran tentarnos para
quecometamospecados,porque
son enemigos de Dios y estan
envidiososdelafelicidad eterna

queDiosnoshaprometido.(Gen.
3, 1-6).

From Page 1

queda con wuna sensacion
vacia de no estar representado

es un sistema de votaciéon
semi-proporcional, en el cual
la cantidad de votos a deposi-
tar es menor que la cantidad

From Page 1

ensure the election of a partic-
ular candidate -- which politi-

Page 6

Perhaps most significant,
however, is the fact that these
small Texas communities --
ranging in size from 200 to

' ' -- are break-

del todo. de plazas disponibles. | oBl P abiaiate & idoil b 5[,800 tO::l 1;#::;31':’[3 et

Texas ha llegado a ser el ter- _Ahﬂl' a toca a la c{:frrfu'md'ad threshold of exclusion -- is 2. .- out one alternative to
reno de prueba para esta alter- latina el tomar la iniciativa ogagily  caleulated as one working ou

nativa de la votacién acumu-

para hacer que estas alterna-

the winner-take-all system

divided by one more than the
number of positions to be
filled. Hence, the more posts
up 1n an election, the lower the
threshold that has to be met.
For example, if seven school
board positions are up at once,
the percentage of Hispanic

tivas funcionen eficazmente
para los latinos, como nos
dice la investigacién que pue-
den hacerlo cuando se aplican
correctamente. La victoria la
ganan s6lo agquéllos que votan
inteligentemente y movilizan

lativa, en gran medida debido
a los litigios presentados a
nombre de los latinos. Para
evitar los costos de litigar
estas demandas judiciales en
materia de derechos elec-
torales, la Legislatura de

that has prevailed and may be
responsible for much voter
alienation in this country.
The feeling -- expressed
often in focus groups of voters
.- is that elections don't pro-
vide much of a choice. In the
traditional at-large system,

PENSAMIENTOS DEL PREDICADOR

POR PASTOR FRANK GARCIA
Lubbock, Texas 3
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JUAN EL BAUTISTA Y SU MENSAJE

Y en aquellos dias vino Juan el Bautista predicando en el
deseirto de Judea. Y diciendo arrepentios; que el reino de
los cielos se ha acercado Mateo 3:1,2.

Estos vesiculos describen el ministerio de Juan Bautista,

el procursor de nuestro Senor Jesucristo. Y es un
ministerio que merece atencion detenida. Porque pocos
predicadores han producido iguales resultados. "Salian
hacia él" jerusalén y toda la Judea, y todo el pais al
rededor del Jordan." Y ninguno ha recibido igual alabanza
de la Cabeza de la iglesia. Jesus le llamo "lampara que
arde y resplandece”. Y el mismo Gran Obispo de las
almas declara, "que no se ha lenvantado uno nacido de
mujer mayor que Juan el Bautista.

JUAN BAUTISTA HABLO CLARAMENTE SOBRE EL
PECADO. Y enseno la absoluta necesidad del
arrepentimiento; y predico que el arrepentimiento se debia
probar por los frutos. Y aconsejo a los hombres que no se
apoyaran en priviligios externos, ni-la union visible con la
iglesia.

ENSENANZA PRECISA: Esta es precisamente la
ensefianza que todos necesitamos. Porque estamos muertos
en pecado, y ciegos e Indiferentes acerca de las cosas
espirituales. Y parece que . estamos propensos a
contentarnos con una mera religion de formas, y
alagarnos con la idea de que si vamos a la iglesia nos
salvaremos. pero necesitamos que se nos doga que si no
nos convertimos y nos arrepentimos, pereceremaos.

LA OTRA COSA QUE JUAN HABLO

Juan el Bautista hablo claramente sobre nuestro Senor
Jesucristo, y enseno al pueblo que uno muy mucho més
poderoso que él estaba para venir. Que él no era més
que un siervo: y que el que estaba para venir era Rey. Y
dijo que él (Juan) solo podia bautizar con agua; el que
estaba para venir bautisaria con el Espiritu Santo, salvaria
a su pueblo del pecado, y que un dia juzgaria al mundo.

Esta es la verdadera ensenanza que requiere 1la
naturaleza humana. Y necesitamos ser encaminados
directamente hacia Cristo. Porque parece ser que todos
estamos inclinados a detenernos antes de llegar a ese
punto. Porque todo necesitamos comunicarnos con El
acerca de nuestras almas. éQué sabemos acerca de Jesis?
¢Que hemos recibido de El?

OTRA COSA QUE JUAN HABLO
Juan el Bautista hablo claramente tocante al Espiritu
Santo, y predicab2a que habia bautismo del Espiritu Santo, y
ensenaba que el administrarlo era funcion especial de
nuestro Salvador. Asi que preciso es que se nos inculque
que el perdon do los pecados no es la inica cosa
necesaria; que también se necesita el bautismo del Esiritu

Hire the Ballet

Folklorico Aztlan

Summer Special $100
for 1 Hour

After S Weekdays
Call Zenaida 762-3002

@ Lo Mejor
> En Comida

Mexicana
_ !r ‘fr_fﬂ:-f,y --

MONTELONGO'S
RESTAURANT
3021 Clovis Rd - 762-3068

S

Texas -- con el respaldo de la
Asociacién de Miembros de
las Juntas Escolares de Texas
- modific6 el ano pasado el
codigo de ensenanza del
estado para permitir que los
distritos escolares adopten
voluntariamente la votacién
acumulativa u otra alternati-
va, la votacién limitada. Esta
dltima, empleada s6lo en un
lwgar de Texas (Grapeland),

Mrg. Gloria De La Garza,
secretary at Bean Elementary,
was honored as the 1996
Secretary of the Year at the
second annual Secretary's Day
dinner and style show
sponsored by the Lubbock
Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce on April 23rd at
McInturf Center.

Mrs. De La Garza has been
the secretary for Bean
Elementary for 12 years. She
and her husband, Lauro, have
two children - Stefanie and
Justin.

Mrs. De La Garza started
out as a parent volunteer,
serving two terms as PTA
president. In addition to her

usual secretary duties, she
handles minor discipline
problems and sits with

students who are waiting to

Lebbech &

The Lingo Patacado Celebratin g 20Years OfPUbllShlng

EDIROR REWNSPRAPER

a otros para que hagan lo mis-
mo.

El Dr. Robert Briechetto es sociélogo

de la Universidad de Texas en San
Antonio. Su investigacién sobre los
sistemas de votacién acumulativa
puede obtenerse al escribirle a: HC4

Box 2108, Lakehills, TX. 78063, o medi-

ante el centro hispano de la universi-
dad.

Propiedad literaria registrada por
Hiepanic Link News Service en 1996.
Distribuido por The Los Angeles
Times Syndicate

De La Garza Named Secretary of the Year

talk to the principal. She
notifies LISD police
problems, sending officers to
talk to missing or truant
children. She serves as a
mentor for under privileged
students, advising them and
taking them to recreational
retreats and events. She is a
true advocate for children,

assisting them and
administering to them when
they are hurt.

Mrs. De La Garza received
twenty nominations for this
award. Her services have never
before been recognized, but
have always been valued and
appreciated. Gloria De La
Garza is very deserving of this
award and the Lubbock
Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce is priviledged to
make this presentation.

Midiand ' Odecesa
and the Permian Basin

of

voters needed to win a position

is one-eighth, or 12.5 percent.
If only two positions are up,
the percent of Hispanic must
be one-third, or 33.3 percent to
ensure they can elect one rep-
resentative.

During the 1995 local elec-
tions in Texas, when most of
these cumulative voting sys-
tems were being tried for the
first time, eight of the 15 races
involving Latino candidates
resulted in victories for those
Latinos. Latinos ranged from
2 percent to 43 percent of all
voters in the 15 jurisdictions.

Exit polls in these jurisdic-
tions reveal that the reason for
these seven losses was either
that Latinos did not constitute
the critical mass needed to
win, given
seats up in the election, or they
did not come out to vote in
large enough numbers.
each case where the threshold
of exclusion was exceeded,
Latinos won.

Clearly, cumulative voting
cannot be labeled a "minonrty

set-aside" program; for Lati-
nos to get elected under cumu-

lative voting, they had to work
to get out the vote. In Rotan,

Texas, where all five posi-

tions on the City Council were
up in 1995, there were eight
candidates, two of them Lati-
nos. While Latinos were 24
percent of those registered,
they were 32 percent of those
coming out to vote. Both
Latino candidates were elect-

ed.

the number of

In

100 percent of the people are
represented by a candidate
who received a bare majority
or even a plurality of the vote.
The other 49.9 percent (or
more) who voted for someone
else are left with an empty
feeling of not being repre-
sented at all.

To avoid the costs of fighting
these voting rights lawsuits,
the Texas Legislature -- with
the backing of the Texas Asso-
ciation of School Board Mem-
bers -- last year amended the
state's education code to allow
school districts to voluntarily
adopt cumulative voting or
another alternative, limited
voting. Limited voting,
employed in only one place in
Texas (Grapeland), is a semi-
proportional voting system in
which the number of votes to be
cast is fewer than the number
of open seats.

It is now up to the Latino
community to take the initia-
tive to make these alterna-
tives work effectively for
Latinos as research tells us
they can when applied correct-
ly. Victory goes only to those
who vote smart and mobilize
others to do the same.

Robert Brischetto, Ph.D., is a sociol-

ogist at the University of Texas at San
Antonio. His research on cumulative
voting systems can be obtained by
writing to him at HC4 Box 2108, Lake-
hills, TX 78063 or through the Hispa-
nic Research Center at the Universi-
ty. Copyright 1996. Hispanic Link
Newe Service. Distributed by the Los
Angeles Times Syndicate

Lubbock Centro Aztlan

featuring the historical musical drama by Bidal Aguero
and directed by Rudy Alvarado
Un drama en Espaiiol sobre la historia de la batalla de Puebla y las mujeres
que peleaban por la libertad
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Monday - May 6 - 7:30 p
CACTUS THEATER- 1810 Ave.H
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Admission $5 - Call 763-5209

This program madc possible in part through a grant from the Lubbock City Councll, as recommended by the Lubbock Arts Alliance, Inc.
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