
‚' I I/ • cleMayo 	Pride  
By Elisa ,'Narrincz 

In the United Stales, Cinco dc 
mayo is celebrated in all the cit- 
ies where you find large popu- 
lations of Mexican-Americans. 
As we prepare for the tradition- 
al fiestas on Cinco de Mayo, it 
might he helpful to know some 
of the history behind the event 
that will be commemorated. 

In 1861 a very ambitious Na- 
poleon III looked to conquer 
Latin America and he figured 
that Mexico would he the best 
start. His troops would over- 
throw the Benito Juircz gov- 
crnment and Napoleon would 
prepare ground for a prince of 
his choosing. 

In January of 1862, Veracruz 
was teeming with brightly uni - 
formed soldiers of three na- 
tions: England, Spain and 
France. At that time, Mexico 
was heavily in debt to these 
three powers, and the French 
minister was ordered to de- 
mand 12 million pesos from the 
Mexican government. As the 
French expected, Mexico 
couldn't pay. 

The strategy was that Juarez 
would he driven to declare war 
on all three powers. A not-so- 
dumb Juarez sent Manuel Do- 
blado to interview the Spanish 
and English commanders in 
Veracruz. Both swore they 
would not meddle in Mexico's 
internal affairs. France persist- 
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ed. A large Frcnch army com- 
manded by General Laurencez 
arrived and General Almonte, 
Napoleon's emissary, set up a 
provisional government with 
himself as head. The Spanish 
and English troops withdrew 
and by April only French forc- 
s remained. 
The commander of Puebla's 

forces was Ignacio Zaragoza, 
an amateur in tactical warfare, 
but a seasoned warrior in guer- 
rlla fighting. General Lauren- 
c, commanding 6,000 well- 
trained and handsomely uni - 
formed dragoons and foot sol- 
diers, was given orders to oc- 
cupy Mexico City. In his path 
was Puebla, defended by 
4,000 Mexicans armed with 
antiquated guns, many of 
which had seen service at the 
Battle of Waterloo 50 years be- 
forc and had been bought at a 
bargain by Mexico's ambassa- 
dor to London in 1875. 

The charge took the French 
army up the Cerro de Guada- 
lupe. Before it reached its ob - 
jective, more than I,000 
Frenchmen were dead or dy- 
ing. This was the first time that 
French troops had met defeat in 
nearly half a century, and it 
was handed to them not by a 
major power of Europe but by 
the penniless, war-torn Repub- 
blic of Mexico. Zaragoza went 

• 	Another well-known Mexican 
• ‚ figure was also involved in the 

Battle of Puebla on this fifth of 
^ S May. tPorlirio Diaz was direct- 

^^^ 	ly under Zaragoza's command. 
Diaz was taken prisoner during 
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NrFENCION! 
La Charriada que se iba Heuar acabo este fin de 
semana fue cambiada pars el fin de semana de 

los dia 3 y 4 de Junio en El Buffalo Lake 
Para Mas Informacion Llame at 806-763-3841

rs  Lea este periodico pa mas detalles. 

this is a perfect day to have one 
and remember the heroes of the 
battle of Puebla. There will he 
parades, dancing and mariachis 
in public places and everyone 
will make merry, eating anioji- 
los and dancing. 

A busy one-way street that 
runs through EI Paso's border 
neighbor, Ciudad Juircz, has 
been named after the battle of 
Cinco de Mayo. There is a 
small community on the 0.11- 
skirts of Juarez named after 
General Zaragoza. The Zarago- 
za port of entry to the United 
Stales is directly across the riv- 
er  from Ysleta, Texas. 

In EI Paso, in the Sunset 
Heights Historical District, 
there is a street named after 
Porfirio Diaz. A big sign hangs 
over the freeway indicating the 
exit ramp with the name of the 
dictator that many in Mexico 
would choose to forget. 

But we are reminded of them 
because it is fitting to remem- 
bei  lhcsc heroes who fought so 
valiantly in the battle of Puebla 
on that cinco de mayo more 
than a hundred years ago. 

(Elisa Martinez, of El Paso, 
Texas, is a teacher and a writ- 
cr.) 

LINED BE 
MAYL7 

the siege of Puebla but man- 
'agcd to escape. In 1863. Juarez 
made Diaz a general in his 
army and Diaz went on to he- 
come President on Mexico in 

'1876. 

News briefs 

•' Cinco dc Mayo is an impor- 
tant date jn the history of Mexi- 
co. but does not compare in 
importance to ohter major holi- 

days such as the 16th of Sep- 
tember -- the date in 181(1 
when Mexico's war of inde- 

huiir'1  pendence against Spain begin 

into Mexico City, where he 
was triumphantly received. He 
died soon after, on Sept. 8, 
when he contracted typhoid fe- 
vcr. 
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4v Bidal Aguem 
Thousands of Mexican 

American will join million 
)f Mexicans 
Juoughout the 
Southwest and 
A exico to eel- 

abrate 	"El 
 Lino 	de 

Mayo" 
The Festi- 

val commemorates the turn- 
ing back of the invading 
French Army in 1862 by a 
poorly armed 	Mexican 
Army made up of mainly 
campesinos armed with 
hoes, shovels, knifes, swords 
and what ever they could 
and in order to defend Mex- 
ico against agression. 

In Lubbock and the area 
ill the event w be celebrated 

with Festivals, parades, soft- 
ball touraments and dances 
that will attract thousands of 
party-goers. 

Festivities will start in 
Lubbock on Saturday with a 
Softball Tournament to be 
held at Berl Huffman Park 
beginning at noon and con- 
tinuing late Saturday and 
ending mid-afternoon on 
Sunday. More that 50 teams 
are expected to participate. 
For information call Robert 
 Th Naaiz at 792-5037 	e ev- 

ent is sponsored by Budweis- 
er. 

The celebration continues 
on Sunday in Lubbock with a 
Tejano Concert to be held at 
the Majic 93.7 backyard lo- 
cated at 904 E. Boardway. 
The Concert will feature "La 
Mafia", "Ruben Ramos", 
Ruth, Oxigen and many 
others. Listen to Majic 93.7 
FM for more information. 

On Monday the celebra- 
tions continue with the Ballet 
Folklorico Aztlan dancing 
at nine different schools in- 
cluding Ramirez at 8:15 am, 
Wright at 9 am, Jackson at 
9:45 am, C.T. King at 10:30 
am, Wester at 12:15 pm, 
Stubbs at 1 pm, Overton at 
1:45 pm and Waters at 2:30 
pm Southwest Coca-Cola is 
providing free bottled water 
for the group and Kenturcy 
Fried Chicken will provide 
K (Continued Page 4) 

with Father Miguel Hidalgo y 
Costilla's EI Griot dc Indepen- 
dencia -- and the 20th of No- 
vember -- commemorated as 
the official beginning of the 
Mexican revolution of 1910. 

In Mexico, Cinco dc Mayo 
does not seem to bear the im- 
portance that it does for us here 
in the United States. Perhaps in 
our zeal to hold dear to all that 
was a part of our history and 
ancestors, we have maintained 
this as a truly important day. 
Festivities are always good and 

Farm-State Senators 
Back Conservation 

A group of farm-state senators vowed Monday to oppose a 
House measure that would sharply reduce the amount of farm- 
land set aside this year under a popular conservation program, 
reports Associated Press  

 In a letter to Sen. Ted Stevens, R-Alaska, chairman of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee, the contingent of mostly 
farm-state lawmakers urged rejection of the House effort to 
lower the Conservation Reserve Program limit from 19 mil- 
lion acres to 14 million acres. 

"This acreage limitation would have a disproportionately 
negative impact on the quality of agriculture and environ- 
ment" in more than a dozen states, the 19 senators said in their 
letter. 

The letter was circulated by Republican Sens. Pat Roberts of 
Kannaa and Kay Bailey Hutchison and Phil Gramm of Texas, 
who represent states that stand to lose the most under the House 
plan. 

The main House sponsor, GOP Rep. James Walsh of New 
York, included the lower limit in supplemental emergency 
legislation intended mainly to help disaster victims in the up- 
per Midwest .ir_: 	. . .. . . GOP Balks at Reining in 

Social Security Benefits 
In a potential blow to budget talks, Republican congression- 

al leaders have said that bargainers won't be able to use sav- 
ings from restraining inflation increases in Social Security 
and other benefits because too many Republicans have turned 
against the idea, reports Associated Press. 

"I think it's too late," Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott (R- 
Mias.) told reporters Monday. He added, "I just don't see how 
we can ask our people to walk the plank and vote for it, for fear 
of political attacks by Democrats. 

And House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R -Ga.) told White 
House Chief of Staff Erskine Bowles at a secret meeting last 
week that Republicans could not accept the cost-of-living 
changes in a budget-balancing package, sources from both 
parties said Monday. 

If trimming cost-of-living adjustments in federal benefits 
and the income tax is indeed off-limits to negotiators, that 
would make their job of agreeing on balancing the budget by 
2002 even harder, since there are few politically palatable op- 
lions left. The change could net the government tens of billions 
of dollars in savings over the next five years and is seen as a 
key to a bipartisan budget pact. 

Supporting a change in the way federal benefits are adjusted 
could alienate the GOP even further. Just last week, 10 Senate 
conservatives sent Lott a letter saying they would oppose any 
budget deal that contains savings from adjusting the way in- 
flation changes are measured. 

For weeks, Lott has been urging President Clinton to en- 
dorse the idea. Clinton almost embraced it early on, but decid- 
ed not to after the idea was attacked by labor, groups represent- 
ing the elderly, and top Democrats including House Minority 
Leader Dick Gephardt (D -Mo. ). 

El dis 11 de enero de 1861, el presidents juärez hizo su entrada triunfal en la capital mexican, 
poniendo punto final a la Guerrra de 'Fits Alias. Los golpes militares decisivos habfan sido 
asestados por el general Jesus Gonzalez Ortega en Silao, y despuew en Calpulalpan, acciones en 
que se jug6 paper importantisimo un joven General de 33 altos de edad, Ignacio Zaragoza, a quien 
Juarez llev6 al ministerio de la Guerra en premio a sus servicios en los Campos de batlla. 

La guena fratricida habia concluido, pero dejaba tras si uns serie de arduos problemas. a Ia 
inseguridad de los caminos, infestados de asaltantes, se agregaba la escasez de fondos en el 
erario, y por su parte los grupos politicos se empenaban en mantener al pis en constante zozobra. 

Pero si la situaciön interns era delicadisima, allä en Europa se fraguaban conspiraciones 
ominosas, en las que intervenian no solamente los jefes de Estado de Inglaterra, sino hasta las 
damas de cortex imperiales, y algunos mexicanos conservadores de renombre (como Gutierrez 
Estrada y Manuel Jose Hidalgo, sin parentesco con el Cura de Dolores, que movian todos los 
recursos diplomäticos pars darle a Mexico un gobierno monarquico, encabezado por an principe 
europeo. 

De conformidad con el Acuerdo de Londres, firmado por las  ti-es potencias citadas, 
desembarcaron en Veracruz, so pretexto de cobrar intereses de una deudd que el Presidente Benito 
Juarez se vela imposibilitado pars cumplir, fuertes contingentes de tropas britänicas, francesas y 
espafiolas. 

Deseando extremar todas las medidas posibles pars llegar a un acuerdo paclfico, un 
delegado de Juarez se reuni6 con los jefes aliados europeos en La Soledad, Veracruz, y alli mismo 
el General Juan Prim anunci6 que su gobierno "trataba unicamente de obtener un acuerdo 
satisfactorio de sus reclamaciones y no tiene Ia intenciön de perjudicar Ia independencia, la 
soberania y Ia integridad de Mexico. 

En las reuniones subsiguientes de La Soledad, los diplomdticos britänicos y espafioles le 
descubrieron el juego a los  franceses, que no era otra que establecer una monarquia en Mexico, 
on principe escogido por Napoleon III y au esposa Eugencia de Montijo. 

Hasta aqui, a grandes rasgos, el marco general, interno e internacional, sobre el coal 
destaca Is Batalla de Puebla. El Presidente Juarez, alentado por las naves britsnicas y espafolas, 
que se eafumaron en las lejarias del Atlantico, empez6 a hacer acopio de todos los escasos 
elementos con que podia contar, enviando al General Zaragoza a Puebla, encajada a medio 
Camino de Is capital mexicana, pars que se enfrentara con sus cuatro mil hombres, final vestidos, 
mal armados, a los Beis mil que enviarla sobre el el General Lorencez, uno de los mäs aguerridos 
soldados de Francis, y heroe de Magenta y Solferino. Lo que sigui6 al primer encontronazo entre 
mexicanos y franceses lo saben hasta los alumnos de primeras letras en las escuelas mexicanas 
Tree veces lanz6 Lorencez sus huestes disciplinadas sobre los cerros de Loreto y Guadalupe y otras 
tantas fueron rechazadas. Ya caia Ia taarde de aquel historico 5 de mayo de 1862. Los franceses, 
Jerrotados y humillados, emprendieron Is retirada, seguidos muy de cerca por las caballerias de 
Porfirio Diaz. Ya en su puesto de camparia, pudo enviar Zaragoza al Presidente Juarez su lacönico 
e histbrico mensaje "Las armas Nacionales se ban cubierto de Gloria." 

INS' Citizenship Program Probed 
The Justice Department has opened an investigation of al- - 

ieged mismanagement in the Immigration and Naturaliza- 
tion Services citizenship program, reports Associated Press. 

The Citizenship USA program was the immigration serv- 
ice's vehicle for naturalizing more than I million people bet- 
ween September 1995 and October 1996, Since then, the immi- 
gration service has been under attack for allowing 180,000 for- 
eignem to become citizens without waiting for the results of FBI 
background checks. 

Nearly 11,000 of the new citizens had felony records, but 
criminal conviction, even on a felony charge, is not an au- 
tomatic bar to citizenship. An ongoing audit has discovered 168 
cases of improper naturalization. 

Republicans in Congress alleged the process was rushed in 
order to naturalize as many aliens as possible in time for the 
November 1996 elections and that Vice President Al Gore's of- 
fice may have played a role. Attorney General Janet Reno re- 
jected their requests to have an independent counsel named to 

continued on page 4 
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Letter from the Future: 

50 Years After L.A. Riots 
By Richard Rodriguez, 
LOS ANGELES -- What do 

I remember of those days in 
1992? I remember standing on 
a rooftop along Sunset  Boule- -  
vani and seeing the southern 
horizon filled with smoke. 
Some terrible excitement, 
some evil thrill, made me 
shiver at the destruction. 

Here I sit, a dry old man. 
Fifty years have passed. So 
much has changed in Los An- 
geles. The city seems younger 
to me, now that my eyes are 
bad and my hands shake. I 
remember how the newspa- 
pers and the voices on tele- 
vision talked about the 'black 
riot." But I saw hundreds of 
Latinos rushing out of stores 
that had been busted open, 
rushing out with their arms 
full of appliances and tall 
boxes of Pampers. It was as 
though the Latinos had stolen 
the black riot and made it 
their own. 

I stood watching, almost 
ready to steal something my- 
self I remember the cops 
coming and, when they made 
a half-hearted show of force, I 
found myself  running with 
the mob and I heard myself 
laughing -- it felt like my 
mouth was unconnected to the 
rest of my body -- as I ran with 
the panting crowd. 

Many people said after 
those violent days that L.A. 
had killed itself, slammed 
open its soul on the street, and 
left it to bleed on the pavement 
with all the broken glass. I 
knew people who left town, left 
L.A. for any place else. I 
knew people who would never 
again go downtown without 
feeling afraid of the stranger. 

But L.A. did not die. L.A. 
is too resilient. L.A. is filled 
with too many babies and tee- 
nage fathers and too many 
grandmothers who hope for 
the future. Sometimes I think 
L.A. saw its future for the 
very first time during those 
terrible days of late April and 
early May. 

Karl Marx wrote that the 
discovery of gold in Califor- 
nia would prove to be a more 
important event in the history 
of the world than the discovery 
of the Americas by Columbus. 
When the European met the 
Indian in 1492, two continents 
met. But after gold was dis - 
covered in California in 1848, 
the entire world converged. 
For the first time in human 
history, the African met the 
Filipino met the Peruvian met 
the Mexican met the Austra 
ban met the Chinese met the 
Russian. Men fought over 

Sittin' Here 
gol n temudy fields. Men 
died. But the world had met. 

I think about Karl Marx's 
prediction whenever I look at 
Los Angeles, this city so fill 
of life, so full of babies who 
look like none of their grand- 
parents exactly. I know child- 
ren who are Jewish Filipinos 
with Iranian cousins who are 
married to Guatemalans. No 
wonder L.A. has become the 
true capital of America. 

Already in the 1990s it was 
predicted that L.A. was be- 
coming an Hispanic city, and 
California was becoming 
Hispanic. But nobody really 
knew what any of it meant. 
Many people thought that His- 
panics were a racial group 
and that Hispanics were com- 
parable 	to 	"blacks" 	or 
"whites." They thought that 
L.A. was literally becoming a 
brown city. They did not un- 
derstand brown as a figure of 
speech. 

L.A is a Mexican city. Did 
you know that by the 18th cen- 
tury, the majority population 
in Mexico was "mixed" -- 
neither pure European nor 
pure Indian? Did you know 
that the highest rate of inter- 
marriage between the Indian 
and the African in the Ameri- 
cas took place in Mexico? 

You read in your school 
book about Rodney King. I do 
not remember what finally 
happened to him. The history 
of the United States is filled 
with many such men as Rod- 
ney King. 

By 1992, once again, a 
black man had been brutally 
beaten by the police. But the 
incident was caught on video- 
tape. The white cops went on 
trial; the cops were judged in- 
nocent. Which sent young 
blacks into a rage over in 
South-Central when that was 
still mainly a black neigh- 
borhood. 

Strangers pulled strangers 
from their cars. Blacks at- 
tacked whites. In those first 
hours, before darkness fell, it 
seemed like a simple story, a 
story we had known before -- 
another Detroit, another Har- 
lem, another Watts -- a story 
with a narrative line we knew 
from memory. What nobody 
quite understood in those first 
hours was the problem of hav- 
ing a black riot in a brown 
city. 

The city slept restlessly. 
The next day there were black 
mobs 	attacking Korean 
stores. And Koreans stood on 
rooftops with guns in their 
hands. And Vietnamese were 
mistaken for Koreans by the 

Think in' black mob. And Salvadoran 
kids went downtown shouting 
revolutionary slogans in 
Spanish. 

California is not an inno- 
cent place. Think of the tern. 
Me cruelties against the 
Chinese. Remember San 
Francisco: Early in the cen- 
tury, striking workers  were 
shot by the police and they died 
on Market Street in neat pools 
of blood. And don't forget that 
L.A. had seen murder in the 
1940s, when Mexicans fought 
the police. 

There are many grievanc- 
es in a place as big as thi s 

 place, and sometimes those 
grievances are not contained. 
People go crazy. A rock is 
flung through a window, the 
mob senses its power when the 
initial offense goes unchal- 
lenged. The mob feels its 
muscle swell. The police are 
surprised at first, and then in 
awe of the swelling. And then 
the police turn angry. 

These are not matters for 
an old man to remember. It 
tiles me to recall the waste, the 
destruction, the death of the 
young -- why is it always the 
young who riot? 

The thing that was differ- 
ent about 1992 was the size and 
scope. The entire city felt im- 
plicated and afraid. Los An- 
geles -- an entire metropolis -- 
felt threatened as block after 
block fell and the fire spread. 
Soon the freeways filled as 
people tried to leave town, 
seeking safety from the mob 
and the fires. Fear slowed the 
San Diego freeway and grid- 
lock turned into panic. 

It was the worst moment for 
Los Angeles. It was also the 
first moment, I think, when 
most people in L.A. realized 
they were part of the whole. 
The city that the world 
mocked for not being a city, 
for lacking a center, having 
only separate suburbs, sepa- 
rate freeway exits -- L.A. re- - 

alized that it was intercon- 
nected. In fear, people real- 
ized that what was happening 
on the other side of town im - 
plicated them. 

Isn't that odd? You'd think, 
perhaps, that the idea of our 
human interconnectedness 
would be a pleasing one. But 
no, 	it's 	a 	hard 	idea. 
Sometimes the truest ideas, 
the most durable insights, 
come when the heart is racing 
and the air is full of smoke. 

I do not know how to say 
this even now, so many years 
later. But I think L.A. -- the 
idea of the city entire -- was 
born during those dark 

nights, while the sirens 
wailed and old women in 
Santa Monica realized that 
they shared the same city as 
teenagers in Compton. 

It is an odd inheritance that 
my generation has passed to 
yours. We have given you the 
idea of a city. And, of course, 
because you are young and 
innocent of the cruelties of 
history, you do not understand 
that yours is a hard-won in- 
heritance. Perhaps you as- 
sume it. 

It is 2042 and you know 
things that we did not know 
fifty years ago. You realize 
better than we did that Asia is 
close. You realize that Seoul is 
closer, more important to your 
daily life, than Brussels. 
These are new ideas in 
America. Treasure them. 

It is your generation's lux- -  

uni  to realize that L.A. even 
California, is part of Latin 
America. You expand our 
sense of the city in directions 
far beyond the city limits. You 
understand, in ways my gen- 
eration did not, that Tijuana 
is part of southern California. 
We had no idea. 

We lived, for the most part, 
in separate suburbs until 1992. 
We thought of ourselves in 
discreet little categories. We 
thought ourselves white or 
black or Asian or Hispanic. 
These were categories given 
to us by government bureau- 
crats, and for a while they 
made sense to us. 

I remember an actor 
named Keanu Reeves -- his 
mother was Anglo Saxon, his 
father 	was 	Hawaiian- 
Chinese. And from those days 
I remember a golfer -- an ele- 
gant young athlete named 
Tiger Woods. His mother was 
Thai, his father was black 
and Caucasian and Ameri- 
can Indian. When such peo- 
ple came into prominence, 
their complexity astonished 
America. We were Tust then 
beginning to exhaust the old 
ways of talking about our- 
selves. 

I sit in late afternoon and 
hear the unruly, the rude, the 
laughing young people com- 
ing home from school. There 
are times when their voices 
wake me from my nap. 
Sometimes I lie in bed and 
time seems the mystery of 
life. I feel myself a boy, 
imagine my mother down- 
stairs and my sister coming 
home from school... 

I am an old man. I sit here 
remembering a riot that took 
place in your city fifty years 
ago: 1992. 

El Derecho A Ser Contado 
Por MIGUEL PEDREZ 

Para los grupos raciales y 
6tnicos, es quizäs mäs impor- 
tante qua el dereeho a voter, 
un derecho humano quizäs 
rodsfundamental: El derecho 
a ser contado. 

Debido a que estos grupos 
han lido hist6ricamente con- 
tados de modo incompleto por 
la Oficina del Censo de los 
Estados Unidos, perdiendo asf 
representaci6n y financia- 
miento federal en el proceso, 
los dirigentes latinos ya estän 
manifestando preocupaci6n 
sobre el pr6ximo censo del afro 
2000. 

"Algunas veces, todo lo que 
tenemos como una comuni- 
dad son nuestras cifras, de 
modo que queremos asegur- 
arnos de que esas cifras sean 
exactas," dijo Angelo Falcon, 
presidente del Instituto Puer- 
torriqueflo de Polflics Pübli- 
ca. "De otto modo, somos in- 
visibles." 

A medida que abrfa una re- 
uni6n de dirigentes de Is 
comunidad hispana con la di- 
rectora de Is oficina del censo 
en Manhattan la semana pa- 
sada, Falcon pregunt6 de quo 
modo Ia oficina se balancarä 
el clima opuesto a los inmi- 
grantes de Ia nation y en el 
Congreso en los  altos re- 
cientes. 

La Directors del Censo, 
Martha Farnsworth Riche, 
dijo que su oficina se propone 
trabajar en contacto proximo 

Let Them Eat Jobs 
By Ira Cutler 

Marie Antoinette, while serving what turned out to be a 
short but lifetime term as Queen of France, was puzzled by the 
unhappiness of the peasant class. When it was explained that 
the peasants had no bread, Mane asked why they did not eat 
something else instead. "Let them eat cake, " she said, winning 
herself a permanent spot in Bartlett's Familiar Quotations. Mar- 
ie's life was so different from that of the poor that she, apparent- 
ly, just did not get it. 

A couple of hundred years later, Ronald Reagan stood before 
national television cameras, holding up the Help Wanted section 
of The New York Times, and asked why anyone would need to be 
on welfare when there were so many jobs available. Mr. Reagan 
knew that there was a large number of people on welfare, but he 
knew as well that there was a large number of pages in The New 
York Times Help Wanted section and that each page contained a 
large number of jobs. He lacked the arithmetic capacity, or the 
desire, to compare the large numbers and to learn that one was 
much, much bigger than the other. He also failed to understand 
that, while there were lots of engineering jobs in The New York 
Times, there were very few engineers on welfare. He, too, just 
did not get it. 

Today, our national social policy combines the Marie Antoi- 
nette and Ronald Reagan approaches, eliminating welfare for 
millions while offering employment for thousands. We have en- 
tered the era of "Let them eat jobs" and, just like the cake that 
Marie imagined was Sitting in the cupboards of the peasants, the 
jobs are simply not there. 

Proponents of this "welfare reform", those who see great value 
in drastically cutting domestic public expenditures, have managed 
to successfully cover up the damage that such cuts will inevitably 
do. Part of the problem, as much today as in Reagan's day, is that 
most people do not really appreciate or understand the numbers. 
As a result, the government -- assisted by a very friendly, corpo- 
rationowned and controlled media -- is able to disguise little in- 
significant efforts to get poor people into jobs as the solution to a 
monstrously big problem. 

For example, Time Magazine this week spent a page and a half 
on Wisconsin welfare reform and a half page, incredibly, on Mar- 
quette County, Wisconsin. It seems that in Marquette County 
they have gotten pretty nearly everybody who is "work qualified" 
a job, or at least gotten them off welfare, or perhaps gotten them 
out of Marquette County. Well, that may be a good thing but 
there are apartment buildings in New York City that are bigger 
than Marquette County. Meanwhile, the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) announced, amid great fanfare, 
an almost $7 million program — "Jobs Plus" -- that will work with 
public housing tenants in six cities. These cities, which will have 
"Jobe Plus in one housing project each, were chosen out of 49 
cities that applied. The welfare reform law is going to effect all -- 
ALL -- poor families with children. What about the other hous- 
ing projects in the 6 cities, or the other 43 cities, or those in 
cities that did not even make an application? How can you have 
a universal, drastic policy change, back it up by only occasional, 
unproven, insufficient program support and get away with it? 

The best example of triviality is straight out of the White 
House itself. As an inspiration to other employers, President 
Clinton called on all federal agencies to pool their efforts and 
hire 6,000 - 10,000 welfare recipients over the next several years. 
What's wrong with this picture? Three things: 

First of all, this is a drop in the welfare bucket and yet it  im- 
plies, to headline readers and television news watchers, that 
something significant is going on. (One story noted that several 
thousand of the jobs under consideration were as census takers, 
an activity which the federal government only undertakes every 
ten years.) Second, these are not new or additional federal jobs -- 
the federal workforce is shrinking. So, for every welfare recipient 
hired into one of these jobs, someone else is not hired and then 
what? Goes on welfare? And third, the federal government will 
most likely hire, as any Sensible employer would, the most cap- 
able of recipients, i.e. those who were likely to get a job, all by 
themselves, sooner than later anyway. The real-problem facing us 
is the least capable recipients, those who need far more help 
than just a chance to apply. 

The real deal, and the real numbers, are something no public 
official or media representative seems very much interested in ex- 
ploring. Welfare reform, it seems clear, will create a bottom-of- 
the-ladder competition between working poor families and welfare 
families, with very little expansion likely in the type of jobs for 
which either group is trained. A study in Chicago found 6 entry- 
level job seekers for every entry level job, another in Central 
Harlem found a 14 to 1 ratio. In California a million people have 
to be moved off welfare, to join 2 million already seeking work, in 
an economy that is growing by only 300,000 jobs per year. One 
study showed that only 19% of available jobs were open to applic- 
ants with less than a high school diploma, while only about half 
of adult AFDC recipients have graduated. Employers, quick to 
exploit such a dramatic rise in job competition, have lowered the 
wages for some of the lowest paid jobs and some municipal gov- 
ernments are reportedly using "work relief' clients to replace 
better paid public employees. 

It is not hard to see what is going on or to predict the cata- 
strophe towards which we are headed. Inside the field, evidence 
has been developed that proves that much of the effort now 
called "welfare reform' is short-sighted and callously indifferent 
to human suffering. But that voice and that information is only 
rarely heard in more public ci Iss. The general media, particular- 
ly electronic media, is obsessewith things like OJ and the Hale- 
Bopp suicides, and  je  paying more attention to the phony 
'Welfare Recipient Now Has Job and Is Happy' stories than it is 
to more serious questions of national policy. 

Later this mouth the current, future, and past Presidents of 
the United States will be gathering in Philadelphia, amid much 
hoopla, to ask Americans to volunteer in a number of worthy 
causes -- tutoring, safety patrols, helping to save the environ- 
ment. They will be seeking unpaid help on things that are so im - 
portant that our future depends on them, but which are some- 
bow not important enough to pay people to do. A smarter society 
might be figuring out ways to turn our national needs into new 
and expanded jobs, Some of which might be performed by the job- 
less and soon to be welfare-less. 

Absent such serious and bold action, history will record that 
we, too, just did not get it. 

Ire Cutler, says he's seeking a semi-legitimate outlet for thoughts and 
ideas too irreverent, too iconoclastic, or just too nasty for polite, serious, 
self-important company. He promises us a Monday column most weeks. 
More recently Ira has become involved in communicating in another way, 

\through speeches which he calls Standin' Here Talllle'. 

bras del Congreso, quienes ob - 
jetan al use del muestreo. Los 
funcjonarios del Censo tra- 
taron de user tecnicas seme- 
jantes pars rectificar el con- 
teo de 1990, pero el entonces 
Secretario de Comercio, Ro- 
bert Mosbacher, se neg6 a 
ajustar las cifras. 

El gobierno de Clinton reco- 
noci6 que el conteo de 1990 
dej6 de contar al 5.2 par ciento 
de los hispanos de la naci6n y 
al 4.8 por ciento de log negros, 
en contraste con el 1.6 par 
ciento de la poblaci6n en su 
conjunto. Pero cuando varias 
ciudades que estaban per- 
diendo cientos de millones de 
d6lares por concepto de ayudS 
federal -- incluyendo a Nueva 
York, Los Angeles y Chicago - 
- trataron de forzar el ajuste, 
el Thbunal Supremo de Justi- 
cia de los Estados Unidos con- 
firm6 los resultados origi- 
nales del censo. 

En ester oportunidad, la Ofi- 
cina del Censo, conciente de 
que log hispanos y log negros 
estän concentrados despro- 
porcionadamente en centres 
urbanos dificiles de contar y 
densamente poblados, se pro- 
pone incorporar al muestreo 
deade el comienzo, en vez de 
posteriormente. "Por primers 
vez en todos los tiempos .. 
pretendemos contar a todos 
aquellos que no podamos con- 
tar directamente, ' dijo Riche, 
haciendo notar que el muea- 
treo es "algo controversial en 

a los  inmigrantes ilegales. 
Eeto puede pruuDcsr otn 
debate, ya que Riche insists 
en aeguir el mandato de la 
oficina pars confer a todos los 
residentes de log Estados Uni- 
dos. Ella dijo que el pasar par 
alto a log inmigrantes 
ilegales "no tiene mucho sen- 
tido." 

Ella agreg6 que la Oficina 

con las agendas comuni- 
tarias pars asegurarse de que 
el censo del afro 2000 obtenga 
un conteo completo de todos los 
grupos no blancos. Ella pare- 
ci6 estar comprometida genu- 
inamente con evitar los er- 
rares del pasado -- la oficina 
reconoci6 no haber contado to- 
talmente a los no blancos en 
1990. Pero tambi6n reconoci6 
qua hay sün asuntos no re- 
sueltos que podrlan perjudi- 
car la capacidad de su de- 
pendencia pars lograr un 
conteo correcto. 

Muchos asuntos dependerän 
del censo proximo -- la  dis- -  
tribucion de escafios congre- 
sionales entre los estados; Is 
demarcaci6n de los lfmites de 
los distritos congresionales; 
la dietribucifin de fondos fed- 
erales. Nuestros dirigentes 
tendrän que mantenerse al 
tanto de estos asuntos durante 
Ios pr6ximos tres afios. 

Falcon, Riche y log miem- 
bros del personal de la Ofici- 
na del Censo delinearon log 
asuntos no resueltos que po- 
drlan perjudicar a los latinos 
Si las fuerzas contrarian a log 
inmigrantes en el Congreso 
se salen con Ia suys: 

-- La Oficina del Censo se 
propone emplear tecnicas de 
muestreo estadfstico pan in- 
cluir a aquellos que no pue- 
dan ser alcanzados directs. 
mente, pero esa decision par- 
ece encaminarse a un desaflo 
por parte de algunos miem- 

del Censo hard todas las ges- -  
tiones, no s610 pars contar a 
los 	inmjgrantes 	ilegales, 
sinn psis asegumi-les que la 
informaci6n recolectada por 
au oficina no le serd entrega- 
da al Servicio de Inmigraci6n 
y Naturalization, ni a ningu- 
na otra dependencia guberna- 
mental. Este es can factor que 

continued on page 4 
Is  mayorfa de los partidarios 
de log derechos chiles a 
quienes 61 ha consultado Bobre  
sate asunto "creen que es mm 
idea descabellada." 

Las gestiones Para contar 
a todas las personas que viven 
en los Estados Uniios pueden 
ear retrasadas por algunos 
miembros del Congreso, que 
dicen que no deberfa contarse 

- 

el Congreso, pero no en la 
comunidad estadfstica." 

-- Por primers vez, algunoa 
legisladorea vieren abogando 
porque Is Oficina del Censo 
cuente a las personae de razas 
mezdadas como una categor- 
fa aparte. Sus proponentes de- 
aearlan que nosotros crey6ra- 
mos que ellos quieren crear 
uns sensaci6n de orgullo y 
auto-afirmaci6n entre  Is po- 
blaci6n cada vez mayor de es- 
tadounidenses de razas mez- 
dadas. Pero ellos son parte de 
uns clase de politicos blancos 
qua tienen la osadfa de decir 
lo que es mejor pars los que no 
son blancos, sin consultar a 
las personas que alegan estar 
aycadando. 

Esa medida es claramente 
cans gesti6n pan diluir los 
dietritos electorales y dismi- 
nuir los fondos pan sus pro- 
gramae, al reducir la canti- 
dad de negros, latinos y asiä- 
tica que serän registrados en 
el censo. Es can asunto que 
time probabilidad de provocar 
can debate emotivo en los pr6x- 
imos meses. Falcon dijo que 

• 
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---MGrruarable batalla en la que 
cl ojcrcito mexicano con mcnos 
tropas dcrrotb a un poderoso 
ejercito. He aqui el parte del 
general en jefe....."Ejercito de 
Oriente. - General en Jefe. 

Dcspues de mi movimiento 
retrögrado quc emprcndi desde 
las cumbres de Acultzingo, Ile- 
gue a esla Ciudad el dia 3 del 
presente, segün Luve el honor 
dc dar parse a usted. El enemi- 
go me seguia a distancia de una 
jornada pequeria, y habiendo 
dejado a rctaguardia de aqucl la 
2a. 	Brigada de caballeria, 
compuesta de poco mäs de 304) 
hombres, para que cn lo posi- 
hle los hostilizara, me situc 
Como Ilevo dicho en Puebla. 
En el acto di mis tirdenes para 
pond r en un regular estado de 
defensa los ccrros de Guada- 
lupe y Loreto, haciendo activar 
la fortificaci6n de Ia plaza quc 
hasta entonces estaba descuida- 
da. 

Al amanecer del dia 4 ordcnc 

al distinguido General C. Mi- 
gucl Negrete que con la 2a. 
Division dc su mando, com- 
pucsta de 1,200 hombres, lista 
para combatir, ocupara los cx- 
presados cerros dc Loreto y 
Guadalupe, los cuales fueron 
artillados con dos baterias de 
batalla y montana. 

El mismo dia 4 hice formar 
de las Brigadas Bcrriozäbal, 

Diiaz y Lamadrid tres colum- 
nas dc ataque, compuestas: Ia 
primera, de 1,082 hombres, Ia 
scgunda dc mil, y la ültima de 
1,020, toda infanteria, y 
ademäs una columna de ca- 
balleria con 550 caballos, que 
mandaba el Ciudadano Gener- 
al Antonio Alvarez, designan- 
do para su dotaciön una bat- 
cria dc batalla. Estas fucEzas 
esluvieron formadas en Ia pla- 
za dc San Jose, hasta las doce 
del dia, a cuya hora se acuar- 
telaron. El cncmigo pernoctö 
en Amozoc. 

3 

EI general Ignacio Zaragoza se cncontraba organizando 
Ia defensa de Puebla, cuando contrajo en las  trincheras 

Ia •  fiebre de lifo. Toda la cicncia medica se puso en 
acciön, pero Ia enfermedad no pudo ser dominada, 
muriendo el 8 de septiembre de 1862, a los 33 afios de 

cdad. 
fincas; pero yo no podia alacar- 
los, porque derrotados como 
estabanm tenian meal fuerzas 
numcrica que Ia mia: por tanto 
mande hacer alto at Ciudadano 
General Diaz que con cmpeno 
y hizarria los siguiö, y me limi- 
Ic a conscrvar una posicion 
amenazanic. 

Ambas l'ucrzas bcligcrantes 
estuvieron a Ia vista hasta las 
sietc de Ia nochc quc empren- 
dicron los contrarios su retirada 
a su campamento de Ia hacien- 
da de los Alamos, vent' - - 

Celebremos el 
5deMayo 

Villa Office Park - 763-4468 
Felicidades y Exito 

;Felicidades Este 5 de Mayo 
Exito a Todos! 

A las cinco dc la manana del 
memorable dia 5 de Mayo, 
ayuellas fuerzas marchaban a 
Ia linea de battalla que habia 
yo determinado y verä usted 
marcada en el croquis adjunto: 
ordenc at Ciudadano adjunto: 
ordene at Ciudadano coman- 
dante general de artillerfa so- 
brante la colocara en Ia forti- 
ficaeiön dc Ia plaza, poniendo- 
Ia a disposiciön del Ciudadano 

JOHN P. CERVANTEZ 
UN 

INSURANCE AGENCY 
1904 E. AUBURN 

LUBBOCK, TEXAS 79403 

(806) 744-1654 

dc gloria y por ello telicito al 
primer Magistrado de la 

Republica por cl digno conduc- 
Io dc usted, en el concepto dc 
que puedo afirmar con orgullo 
que ni un solo momento volviö 
la espalda al enemigo cl Ejcrci- 
lo mexicano, durantc Ia larga 
lucha que sostuvo. 

Indicare a usted por ultimo 
quc al mismo tiempo de estar 
preparando Ia defensa del hon - 
or nacional, luve la nccesidad 
dc mandar a las Brigadas 
O'Horan y Carbajal a batir a 
los facciosos que en nümero 
considerable se hallahan en At- 
lixco y Matamoros, cuya cir- 
cunstancia acaso Iibrö al enemi- 
go extranjero de una derrota 
completa, y al pequeno Cuerpo 
de Ejercito de Oriente de una 
victoria que habria inmortaliza- 
do su nombre. 

Al rendir el parte de la glorio- 
sa jornada del dia 5 dc esse 
mes, adjunto el expediente re- - 
speclivo en que constan los 
pormenores y detalles expresa- 
dos por los jcics que a ella con- 
currieron. 

Libcrtad y Reforma 
Cuartel General en Puebla a 9 

de Mayo de 1862. 
Ignacio Zaragoza, Ciudadano 

Ministro de la Guerra.- - 
Mexico". 

Comandatuc Militär del Esta- 
do, General Santiago Tapia. 

A las diet de la manana se 
avistö el enemigo, y despucs 
del tiempo muy preciso para 
acampar desprendiö sus co- - 
lumnas de ataque. una havia el 
Cerro de Guadalupe, corn- 
puesta Como de 4,000 hom- 
bres con dos baterias, y otra 
pcquena de 1,000, amagando 
nuestro freute. Este ataque, 
que no habia previsto aunque 
conocia Ia audacia del ejercito 
trances, me hizo cambiar mi 
plan dc maniobras y formar cl 

de defensa, mandando en con- 
secuencia quc Ia Brigada Ber- 
rizäbal a paw veloz, reforzara 
a Loreto y Guadalupe, y quc 
el cuerpo Carabineros de a ca- - 
'bailo, fucra a ocupar la iz- 
quierda de aquellos para que 
cargara en el momento oportu- 
no. Poco despues mande cl 
batallön Reforma dc la Briga- 
da "Lamadrid" para auxiliar 
Ios cerros que a cada momen- 
to se comprometian mis en su 
resistencia. Al batallön de 
Zapadores de la misma Briga- 
da It ordene marcharse a ocu- 

par un barrio que le stä casi a la 
falta del Cerro y Ilegö tan opor- 
tunamente, que cvitö la subida 
a una columna que por alli se 
dirigia al mismo Cerro trabando 
combates casi personales. Tres 
cargas bruscas cjccutaron los 
franceses y en las tres fueron 
rcchazados con valor y digni- 
dad; Ia caballeria situada a Ia iz- 
yuierda de Loreto. aprovechan- 
do Ia primera oportunidad, 
cargo bizarramete, to quc les 
cvitö reorganizarsc para nueva 
carga. 

Cuando el combate del Cerro 
estaba mäs empcnado, tcnia 
lugar otro no menos renido en 
Ia Ilanura de to derecha que for- 
maba mi frente. 

EI Ciudadano General Diaz 
eon dos cuerpos dc su Brigada, 
uno de Ia dc Lamadrid, con dos 
piczas dc batalla y cl resto de la 
dc Alvarez, contuvicron y re- - 
chazaron a la columna enemi- 
ga, quc tambien con arrojo 

marchaba sobrc nucstras posi- 
ciones; ella se Sc  replegö hacia 
Ia hacienda de San Jose Rent- 
er a, donde tambien lo habian 
veriticado los rechazados del 
Cerro, que ya dcnuevo organi- 
zados 	Sc 	preparaban 
ünicamente a delenderse, pues 
hasta hahian claraboyado las 

icándoto poco despucs la nues- 
tra a su linca- 

La noche se past en levantar 
el Campo, del cual se recogie- 
ron muchos muertos y heridos 
Jet enemigo, y cuya operac16n 
Jurb todo el dia sigutente: y 
aunque no puedo dccir el 
nümero exacto de perdidas dc 
ayuel, Si asegurci que past de 
mit  hombres entre muertos y 
heridos y ochoo diez prisione- 
ros- 

Por demäs me parece recom- 
endar a usted cl comportamien- 
to dc mis calicntcs compancros; 
cl hecho glorioso quc acaba de 
Icner lugar patcntiza su brio y 
pur Si solo los recomienda. 
EI Ejercito fiances se ha bast- 

don con mucha hizarria: su 
General en Jefe se ha portado 
con torpcza cn su ataquc. 

Las armas nacionales, Ciuda- 
dano Ministro, se han cubierto 

Que Viva E15 de Mayo OFICINAS LEGALES DE 
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Oficinas En Lubbock y Amarillo 
The Legal Offices of Fadd WA Glasheer & Vats, PC 

would like to wish all o f the Hispanic Coi nmunity 
the best during the festivities o f celebrating 5 de Mayo! 
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La Mafia will be featured at the 5 de Mayo 

Tejano Concert on Sunday 
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;Viva E1 5 De Mayo! 

From Page 1 
lunch 

Estacado High School will 
also be celebrating on Mon. 

ay with the Ballet Folklon- 
o  tiueetra Herencia dane- 
Lnq at 10 45 am and a Ja - 
maics to start after a parade 
4t 3 30 pm that will start at 
parkway Bingo and proceed 
toward the school parking 

lot 
The Hispanic Agenda 

will host a celebration start- 
❑tg at 530 pm on Monday at 

Lalä s 	Restaurant. 	1110 
Broadway 

The Lubbock Hispanic 
Chamber will host their An- 
nual 	cinco 	de 	Mayo 
Luncheon on Monday, May 
Sth starting at 11 45 am The 
event will be at the Gtesay 
Mn  North of the Civic Cen- 
ter or inside the Civic Center 
if it rsine Cost is $8 and the 

luncheon is being co-spon- 
ened by Southwestern Bell 
and Southwestern Bell Mo- 
bile Systems 

In lamesa the Cinco de 
Mayo festival will be held at 
Forrest Park and will fea- 
ture a Jamiace with food 

booths and live music 
throughout the day Saturday 
and Sunday The Ballet 
Folklonco Aztlan is eched- 
iled to dance at 8 pm with a 
dance following During the 
day, there will be a softball 
tournament For more in- 
formation call Pepe Lucio at 
872-6217 

Fiestas will also take 
place in Muleshoe on Sun- 
day at Cesar Chavez Park 
and in Amarillo 

Have a Safe 
and Happy 

Cinco de Mayo 

Comida, Puestos 

Presentacio'n del 

Ballet Folklorico Aztlan 

Todos Bienvenidos 

Presentado Por 
EI Comite Patriotico 

y la Ciudad de Muleshoe 

NEW LOCATION 
1585 & Tahoka Hwy 

748-7400 
Uns.. . I. fiesta Y r• •ud• 

dln•ro D•r• bib.. mi..an0s' 

SOUTHWESTERN SPS  
PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMPANY 

Feliz5deMa 
We are still OPEN on 4th Street 
Come By & Join Us!!! BUEN CREDFPO, 

Mal Credito, 
NADA de Credito 

PERO Quiere Comprar 
tma Mobile Home 
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Con un elenco estelor 

quau1iedyornnoeaylo 

him su frnorito en 'Puro 

Bonnre  

cannon o carte y envie 
la a EI Editor pare pub 

licaclön el Dia 8° de 
Mayo. Costo $25 in- 

cluye foto y tin espacio 
de 4 pulgadas ancho 
por 3 pulgadas alias. 

Mande cheque or giro 
postal a EI Editor P.O. 
Box 11250, Lubbock 
TX 79408 o pass por 
las oficinas en el 1502 
Ave. M antes del dia 6 

de Mayo. 

Mandele 
Niaf5anlitas a Su 

Ta(Irwlta 
Llama a Inn 

si uienttes gruJM)s 
musicales ahora! 

Amigos  
Entertainment 

Llama a Mike 
763-6719 

Frank Perez 
806-298-423 7  
o Ruben Lope, 

765-5098 
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News Briefs Para Reflexion From Page 2 
investigate the program. 

Immigration Commissioner Doris Meissner in November 
imposed a series of safeguards designed to ensure that her 
agency weeds out foreigners whose criminal records should 
disqualify them from becoming Americans. 

But independent auditors concluded last week that INS still 
has serious flaws in checking applicants' backgrounds. 
KPMG Peat Marwick also found that the new procedures have 
been poorly implemented. 

Fifteen of the 23 INS offices surveyed were out of compliance, 
the auditors said Only one was given a satisfactory rating 

Summit: Volunteer 
Time with Kids 

Summit delegates are heading home from the Presidents' 

Summit for America's Future today, saying their message 
will be to volunteer time with disadvantaged kids, reports As- 
sociated Press. 

That was President Clinton's message, too. 
"A lot of the problems facing our children are problems of the 

human heart, problems that can only be resolved when there is 
a one-on-one connection," he told delegates Monday before re- 
turning to Washington. 

Former Housing Secretary Henry Cisneros, a vice chair- 
man of the event, predicted today the summit's "clarion call to 
'service" will result in an immediate upsurge in volunteer 
work. The next challenge, he said, is to create concrete plans to 
keep those volunteer efforts going. 

"When the enthusiasm wanes and were off into the next 
news story or the next crisis, it will be important to have some 
physical structures in place that can continue to bring people to 
service," he said. 

Harris Wofford, who heads the AmeriCorpe national serv- 
ice program, added that part of the challenge is to get people to 
take the need for service seriously even though it's not contro- 
versial. 

"People treat it as nice, but they don't treat it seriously," he 
said. "We're all going to go home and there isn't going to be 
the limelight." 

Citizen-summiteers from around the country stuck around 
today to present specific action plans to their state leaders be- 
fore heading home, hoping to translate the summit's goals into 
concrete results. 

ha obstaculizado hist6rica- 
mente la capacidad de dicha 
oficina pars contar a los in- 
migrantes de Is naci6n. 

-- Las gestiones pare hacer 
del ingl6s el idioma oficial de 
Ia naci6n, y prohibir a lea de- - 
pendencias del gobierno que 
impriman documentos y 
anuncios en otros idiomas, 
podria tener "un efecto conge- 
lador" sobre Ia capacidad de 
Ia oficina pars contar a las 
minorfas 6tnicas, dijo Riche. 

Ella continu6 diciendo que 
Ia oficina necesita imprimir 
los formularios del Censo en 
eapaflol y anunciar en los 
medios informativos en espa- 
riol, para asegurarse de que 

los  latinos se den cuenta de la 
importancia de participar en 
el censo. "La Constituci6n 
dice que debemos contar a Is 
poblacion de los Estados 
Unidos", dijo Riche. "Eso 
qufere decir toda persona que 
viva aquf. No imports 
qui€nes Sean ni qu6 idiomas 
hablen." 

(Miguel Perez es columnists del 
Bergen Record", en Bergen, Nueva 

Jersey_) 
Propiedad literana registrada por 

Hispanic Link News Service en 1997. 
Distribuido pur  The Los Angeles 
'limes Syndicate 

POSTAL POSITIONS 
3 positions available. No 

Experience necessary for in- 
formation call 818-764-9016 

ext.4183 

Por El Obispo Placido 
Rodriguez 

Quizä alguna vez haya te- - 

nido Ia experiencia de que a!- - 

guien sale de case a una visi- 
ta y te encarga alga especial 
Cuida de mi platita", 0 

p6rtate bien hasta que yo 
vuelva.,. 

Esto mismo lee pas6 a los 
amigos de Jesus. Ocurri6 des- 
pu€s de la Resurrecci6n, un 
dia que estaban juntos, y Je - 
süs lea pidi6 que fueran por 
todo el mundo anunciando 
que El nable venido a traer Is 
salvaciOn. Les prometi6 Is 
ayuda del Espiritu Santo. 

Y luego, envuelto en uns 
nube, subi6 al cielo. Los ami- 
gos se quedaron Como atonta- 
dos. 

Estaban mirando al cielo, 
hasta que an angel lea dijo. 
LQue hacen mirando al 

cielo?" (Como quien dice: "Su 
trabajo esta aquf en la ti errar 
es to que Jesus lee he encarg- 
do; amar y servir a todos). 
‚Qu€ piensas que Jesus te he 
encargado? 

Jesus encarg6 a sue amigos 
que continuaran su obra de 
amor, paciencia y compren- 
ai6n de unos pars con otros. 

Jesus nos promete no dejar- 
noe solos en nuestra misi6n 
estä en Is tierra, aunque de- - 

ben vivir con los ojos an Ia es- 
peraza de Jeaüs. 

La carta a los Efesios nos 
recuerda que vivamos segue 
Ia vocaci6n que hemos recibi- 
do, con paciencia, amabili- 
dad, y unidad en Is paz de Je - 
aüs. 

Para Reflexion: 
El Concilio Vaticano II nos 

ensefla que; "Por el Sacra- - 

mento de Ia Confirmaci6n, 
los fieles Be unen mäs a Ia 
Igleaia, Be enriquecen con 
una fuerza especial del Espfr- 
itu Santo, quedan mäs obliga- 
dos a extender y defender la 
fe, con su palabra y con sus 
obres, como verdaderos testi- 
gos de Cristo." (Vatican II, 
Constituci6n sobre la Iglesia, 
n. 11) 

Es Espiritu Santo es espiri- 
tu de union y nos impulse a 
vivir mäs lntimamente uni- 
dos a los demäs cristianos y a 
nueatros pastures pars former 
la gran familia de Dios, Is 
Igleais. 

La confirmaci6n nos da los 
donee del Espiritu Santo. El 
Espiritu nos da sus donee pars 
que prestemos diferentes 
servicios. tQue voy a hater? 

Conversa con Jesus y cu6n- 
tale en que necesitas au ayuda 
pars hacer lo que te he encar- 
gado. 
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Por Sofia Martinez 
Los mandamientos de Is 

Iglesia son siete, que ells 
misma 

 
he establecido en vir- 

tud de los poderes que recibi6 
de Jeauctisto. Ia Iglesia Catb- 
lica, es una sociedad perfecta, 
que time el poder de gober- 
narae a of misma, esto es, que 
time el poder de poner leyes 
igualmente que un gobierno 
bien formado. Aal  to dijo Je- 
aucrieto a sus Ap6stoles: 
"Dodo lo que antes en la tierra 
eerä atado en el cielo". Este 
palabra "atar", en boca de Je - 
aucristo significa ordenar, 
mandar, y obligor. 

Eatamos obligados a obe- 
decer a Ia Iglesia porque rep- 
reaenta Ia autoridad de  Jesu- 
niste  en Ia Berra; y por lo 
tanto, desobedecer Is Iglesia 
es desobedecer al mismo Je- 
sucristo que Is fund6. 

Dios di6 sue mandamien- 
toa directamente an el Monte 
Sinai, y los da indirecta- 
mente por medio de la Iglesia 
Catblica, que Jesucristo fun- 
d6, cuando lea dijo a los Ap6s- 
toles y, en ellos, a sus su- 
cesores en el gobierno de Is 
Igleaia: "El que a ustedes oye, 
a mf me oye; y el que a ustedes 
desprecia, amf me despre- 
cia". 

Como uns madre cuida a 
SUB hijos, asf nos cuida Is 
Iglesia. Por eso la llamamos 
"Nuestra Santa Madre to 
Iglesias y como a "Madre 
Verdadera" Ia debemos de ob- 
edecer. (San Mateo 18, 18) 
(San Lucas 10, 16) San Juan 
20, 21). 

ii 

USTED PUEDE TENER AHORA SU "PROPIO" 
DOCTOR Y SU "HOGAR" MEDICO AQUI, EN EL 

AREA DE LUBBOCK a . . 

Teens Raise Issues in DC Forum 
Teen-agers are speaking out this week in Washington to 

discuss youth-related ideas with members of congress as part 
of the RespecTeen National Youth Forum, reports Reuters. 

The 51 students were selected from a field of thousands who 
entered a letter-writing contest on national public policy is- 
sues. 

Among the winners is 14-year-old Ry Culver of Seaford, De- 
laware, who says age inconsistencies in federal and state law 
need to be addressed. 

Culver says it doesn't make sense that you can drive at 16, 
but cari t vote until you're 18. He wants the government to pass 
a law making 18 the age of adulthood - thereby raising the 
driving age but lowering the drinking age. 

. Presentamos el Plan de Salud STAR de FIRSTCARE, 

pur gentileza de FIRSTCARE y sus amigos del Hospital Metodista 

y Hospital Infantil Metodista, la genre en quien usted confia. 

US Will Pay $65B on Federal Debt 
4/29/97 - The Treasury Department will pay off $65 billion of 

the federal debt in the current fiscal quarter - only the second 
reduction in the outstanding debt since 1981 and the biggest 
ever, reports Associated Press. 

Many private analysts believe the deficit in fiscal 1997 could 
drop below $100 billion for the first time since 1981. The gov- 
ernment, though, still is officially predicting red ink of $125.6 
billion, up from a 15-year low of $107 billion in 1996. 

The debt reduction is the result of the economy's strength, 
which is boosting profits, incomes and tax payments. The gov- 
ernment's revenue in the first six months of fiscal 1997 was 
runnin g 8 percent higher than last year, while spending was 
up only 4.3 percent. 

The latest paydown will only temporarily reduce the $5.26 
trillion federal debt. In the July-September quarter, the gov- 
ernment will add $40 billion to $45 billion to the debt, the Treas- 
ury estimated. 

sOuT}PNEST HEALTH ALLJPNCES 

lt iAcceso a servicios medicos las 24 horas del dial 

Esto significa mucho pars usted. Con sets programs podrä: 

c'y 
Hseteeer Banos a sus hijos y proporcionar1es tnsqusus medicos regr1ares 
e inmunizeciones (vacunas); 

Asistir a Glases de educaciön sobre Is salud:  

Recibir atencion medica prenatal temprana para garantizar su salud y Ia de su 
bebe, y 

Seleccionar el doctor apropiado para usted y su familia; 

Con el Plan de Salud STAR de FIRSTCARE 

FELIZ CINCO 
David Martinez 

Vera a "su" doctor en menus tiempo. Ya no hay largas esperas en la Sala de 

	

' It 	Emergsetra; 

	

" 	La atenciön medica se ofrece en su propio vecindario; 

Cada uno de los miembros de su familia podrä tener un "Proveedor de 

Cuidados Primarios (PCP)" pars cuidar totalmente de su salud; 

_ 	Tendrä a su disposition, durante 24 horas al dia, una lines de telefono gratuita 
de servicio al cliente, pars recibir respuestas a sus preguntas sobre problemas 
de Ia salud; 

Abogado 
1663 Broadway - 744-1692 

Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization 

	

cI: 	Tenemos representantes de servicio al  diente  y PCPs que hablan Angles y 

	

lt 	espanol y que ausndetän sus preguntas; y, 

Ofrecemos un servicio de guarderia pars los ninos durante sus cites 

` 	programadas, siempre que hays confirmado dicho servicio con su Proveedor de 

Cuidados Primarios. 

'ö Mejor 
En Comida 

lvl exicana 
Bajo sets plan, tendrä usted una red de proveedores, que incluye Proveedores de Cuidados Primarios y 

Especialistas, el Hospital Infantil y Glinrtas Especializadas, la misma atenci6n medics de calidad que usted 

espera del Hospital Metodista. Este plan se ofrece en los condados de Lubbock, Crosby, Floyd, Garza. Hale, 

Hockley, Lamb, Lynn y Terry. 

Si liens preguntas soots la insoripciOn (lame a Ia Ifnea directs 

de servicio al Diente de STAR, al I -8OO-964-2777 

Si trees preguntas soots el Plan de salud STAR de 

FIRSTCARE, (lame a la Ifnea directs, al 1-800-431-7798 

- 

MONTELONCO'S 
RESTAURANT 

3021 Clovis Rd - 762-3068 
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Desfrutando E1 Cinco de Mayo 
Entonces 
Por Bettina n. mores 

LQue es lo que une a M6xico 
y los Estados Unidos, es 
mayor que el Cuatro de Julio y 
ocurre el quinto dia de Mayo? 

Es el Cinco de Mayo, ;por su- - 
puesto! 

En el Cinco de Mayo, Ia co- - 
munidad m6xicoamericana, 
a Ia cual se unen a menudo 
otros grupos latinos, broth en 

todo su color para compartir 
BUH  alimentos, sus modas, su 
müNica y eu gozo. 

Es uns gran fiesta y todos 
estAn invitados. 

Ya sea quo se haya vuelto co- - 

mercial o no, todavfa me 
siento nostAlgica de s6lo decir 
Ins palabras -- Cinco de 
Mayo. Para ml son recuerdos 
del pasado, como dirfa Proust. 
Por ser Ia mAs joven de Ia fa- 
milia, recuerdo haber supli- 
cado a mi madre viuda que 
me Ilevara, junto con mis 
cuatro hermanas y mil dos 
hermanos, a la fiesta del Cin- 
co de Mayo en nuestra ciudad 
de Fresno, California. 

Durante eemanas ella nos 
aplazaba, diciendo: "Si Dios 
quiere". For ultimo, ella 
anunciaba: "Sf, iremos". 

Tan pronto como mamA lo 
decfa, corrfamos at ropero de 

In habitaci6n y registrdbamos 
today las baratijas de segunda 
mano y las dAdivas en busca 
de algo especial que Ilevar. 
(Tan diticil de creer como 
sea, no habfa K-Marts ni Tar- 
gets entonces.)  

Recuerdo mejor las "Mary 
Janes" de imitaci6n que Luve 
una vez -- zapatos negros de 
charol que pulfa con Vaselina 
hasta hacerlos brillar. En- 
tonces me encaminaba a Ia 
fiesta Ilevando mis zapatos 
tan grasientoa qua hasta el 
mAs primoroso de los "zoot 
suitem" se hubiera sentido 
envidioso. 

"Clare y estilo', acostum- 
braba decir mamA. "Iremos 
con close y estilo". Eso sig- 
nificaba que ella Ilamarla a 
un taxi pare que no tuvi6ra- 
mos que dar Ia caminata ca 
liente y polvoriente hasta el 

Auditorio Conmemorativo de 

de 
6Recuerdan a Edie Gorm6? 5. 
Las Madanitas -- Con el Cin- 
co de Mayo o no, las personas 
que celebran sus cumpleanos 
obtienen una atenciän espe- 
cial con esta canci6n tradi- 
cional de cumpleafios. 

Ahora bien, si usted real- 
mente quiere desafiar a las 
habilidades de los mariachis, 
entonees pida Astas: 6. Gua- 
dalajara -- Busque sus euer - 
das vocales que vibran in- 
crefblemente cuando los ma- 
riachie abran sus bocas por 
completo, como hipop6tamos. 
7. Palea de gallos -- Lleve el 
ritmo de esta canci6n para las 
peleae de gallos. 8. El son de 

de felicidad IS 

ores -- CaMe aste tonada 
"colorida" de unidad, fäcil de 
segue, que lleg6 a ser el tema 
de C6sar Chavez y los Trabaj- 
adores Agrfcolas Unidos. 3. 
Maria Elena -- Dediquele 6sta 
a su Amor. Lawrence Welk Ia 
tocaba a menudo para la can- 
tante Anacani. s orote g ids 
ties. Mi esposo dice 	qd8' ese 
grupo manifiesta el amor y Ia 
infeilcidad de nuestra histor- 
ia. 	"Si 	no 	cantäramos, 
tendrfamos que llorar", ex- 
plica 61. 

De modo que cuando la 
müsica le hable, no tenga 
pane de gritar. Otros de segu- 
ro contestarän a su grito con 
sue propias expresiones de 
emoci6n. Una vez que el ma- 
riachi comienza, es imposible 
quedarse sentado. Las perso- 
nas ealtan a bailar o piden su 
canci6n favorita. Las damas 
desfallecen e invitan a los 
müeicog a entrar en la multi- 
tud para que lee canten y lee 
besen las manor. 

Cualquier persona puede so- 
licitar una o dos canciones 
gratis cuando el mariachi 
coca para Ia case. Usted puede 
enctyjar correctamente al ped- 
v una de estas favorites bien 
conocidas: 1. Cielito Lindo -- 
Usted probablemente aprendi6 
aste tonada familiar en el 
kindergarten 	(ZRecuerda? 
Ay, ay, ay, ay!). 2. De Col - - 

olde Tijuana. 4. Saber a MI -- 

Me imagino que in entree 
mäe nos mezclemos y celebre. 
mos juntos, mayores ser4n 
las probabilidades para Ia 
comprensi6n y la paz mundi- 
el. 

Mientras tanto, Ia fiesta del 
Cinco de Mayo continua, 
como to ha hecho durance los 
"cincuenta y algunos" allos 
de mi vida. Festividades adn 
mAs colosales del cinco de 
Mayo son inevitables, a medi- 
da que in poblaci6n m6xicoa 
mericana se duplique o trip- 
lique en los decenios venide- 
ros. 

Es cierto que cualquiera qua 
no sea hispano conocerA o 
estarA relacionado con algui- 
en que to sea. Todos ustedes 
son bienvenidos al mero cen- 
tro (donde se ve mejor) e invi- 
tados a compartir los alimen- 
toe condimentados, la müsica 
caliente, el balle desbocado y 
los buenos ratos. 

Y Ahorn, algunas indica• 
clones pare ayudarles a dis - 
frutar de Is festividad: 

;SEPAN LO QUE ESTAN 
FESTEJANDO! Al contrariö 
de la creencia comün, no es el 

Dia de Ia Independencia de 
Mexico. Este se celebra el 16 
de septiembre. 

El Cinco de Mayo conmemo• 
ra Ia Batalla de Puebla, en 
Nlixico, on 1862, en Ia cual un 
ejfireito mexicano pequeho, 
ein entrenamiento y equipado 
defectuosamente, derrot6 a los 
soldados experimentados de 
Napoleon. Aunque Ia victoria 
fu6 Belo temporal, ella instil6 

en el pueblo mexicano el 
espfritu de los Poblanos -- Ia 
capacidad de organizarse y 
combatir a log opresores con 
solo el poder de Ia voluntad y 
Ia determinaci6n. 

El celebrar el Cinco de Mayo 
hey reagrupa al pensamiento 
de que los derechos de In liber- 
tad y el respeto propio son dig- 
nos de ser defendidos. 

iPONGALE PIMIENTA A 
SU PALADAR! Gracias a los 
padres patriotas como McDo- 
nalds, Taco Bell y casi todos 
los establecimientos de comer 

Is  Negra -- Empäpese del gus- 
to de esta canci6n popular 
pare bailar. La gente reco- 
noce alegremente Is tonada, 
pare rara vez recuerdan el 
tftulo. 9. Jesusita en Chihua- 
hua -- Sienta Ia emotion in- 
tensa de esta canci6n revolu- 
cionaria sobre el amor de un 
soldado. 10. El mariachi loco 
-- No necesita explicaci6n. 

Y, per tiltimo, Ia balada que 
me gusta imaginar que fuA 
escrita para mi -- La Feria de 
tae Flores. 

;Adelante, amigos! ;Vamos 
a fiestar! Busquen en sus 
peri6dicos locales para encon- 
trar toe acontecimientos. 

y Ahora 
Fresno. No cualquier taxi, 
ffjense Bien, vino un "Yellow 
Cab". 

Mama, como Ia Reina por un 
die, se sentaba delante, mien- 
tras que los siete de nosotros 
nos amontonAbamos en el 
alliento trasero, limpios y sin 
arrugas. 

Sofocadoe pero cälidos (como 
se dice que son las families 
hispanas), nos portäbamos 
perfectamente. Tenlamos que 
hacerlo. Mama amenazaba 
con ordenar al taxista que re- 
gresara a case o bajara at 
primer chico qua s6lo estruja- 
ra una oreja. 

A decir verdad, nosotros los 
chicos lucfamos bastante or- 
dinarios. Pero mamA lucia 
mäs bella que nunca, con el 
maquillaje acentuando sus 
facciones aztecas, el cabello 
negro obacuro todo arreglado 
y -- maravilla -- tacones altos 
que la hacfan lucir pulgadas 
mayor. 

Con su vientre embutido en 
una faja apretada y su delan- 
tal echado a un lado, ella pa- 
recfa sei Ia mama de alguna 
otra persona. 

Una vez que IlegAbamos al 
festival, mis hermanas y her- 
manos se dispersaban para 
encontrarse con sus amigos. 
Yo me quedaba cerca de 
mama, porque yo era la mäs 
pequer7a y porque mamA lucia 
demasiado bien como para 
que Ia de.jaran Bola. 

Eramos Is familia tradi- 
cional, 99% puros mexicanos. 
Aunque estoy segura de qua 
todavfa existen Ins familial 
tradicionales, muchos de no- 
sotros en los Estados Unidos 
hemos sufrido cambios dis - 
tintos. Hoy, cuando mi clan 
se encamina hacia una fiesta 
del Cinco de Mayo nos parece- 
mos a las Naciones Unidas 
con nuestras combinaciones 
de 	chicano-vikingo, judfo 
ruso y afro-americano- mexi 
cano, filipino-mexicano y ja- 
pones-mexicano -- junto con 
nuestros amigos gringos qua 
entAn deleitados do ser adopta- 
dos para el Cinco do Mayo. 

en cadena en los Estados Uni - 
dos, Ia mayorfa de Ia comida 
mexicana ha sido explotada 
hasta Ia mediocridad. 

La fiesta del Cinco de Mayo 
ofrece Ia rara oportunidad de 
disfrutar de Ia cocina aut6nti- 
ca. Los aromas mezclados do 
lee especias,los chiles, el pol 
lo de barbacoa, Ia carne asa 
da, el pescado, Ios tacos y las 
innumerables diversidades 
de mole provocardn hasta a 
los gustos mäe conserva- 
doree. 

La diversidad incluye por lo 
 

general a los alimentos de di 
veraas cultural de la America 
Latina -- Guatemala, El Sal 
vador, Puerto Rico, Cuba y Ia 
America del Sur tambi6n. Mi 
amiga Missy, una hispana 
honoraria, hasta sirve pas 
tales minüsculos de boniato 
duke hechos on casa on honor 
de la ocasi6n. 

Las mesas Ilenas de ali- 
mentos serAn adornadas con 

earapes diversos en rojo, azul, 
amarillo y rosado subido. Las 
pinatas de colores -- desde los 
antiguos burros hasta el Pow- 
er Ranger mAs reciente -- col- 
garAn brillantemente a don- 
dequiera que uno mire. Y ust- 
ed querrA comprar floras gig- 
antes do papel crep6 para todos 
los aposentos de Ia casa. 

DISFRUTE DE LA DIVER- 
SION! Los programas van 
desde müsica popular hasta 
conciertos refinados con Lin- 

da Ronstadt, desde los discur- 
sos hasta los bailarines 
lo1kl6ritos retozones. Canti- 
dades iguales de entusiasmo 
y habilidad se derraman de 
estos ejecutantes apasionados 

y enfocados. Preste atenci6n 

especial al movimiento de 
fantasia de los que bacon so- 

nar sus ritmos de "staccatto" 

Bobre los pisos de madera. Un 
Rplauso atronador, por favor. 
F,scenas c6micas, vocalistas, 
guitarristas, grupos de "rock 
Dn roll" -- hay algo para to- 
dos. 

;MEZCLESE CON EL MA- 
RIACHI! Ninguna fiesta estA 
completa sin un mariachi. 
Que conste, que el mariachi 
no ee una banda; es, bueno, un 
mariachi. Cuando yo era 
nirla, nunca supe Si estoe 
müsicos tocaban de gozo, de 
Amor, de dolor o de todos los 
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