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Immigrants 
offer a solution 
to America’s 

problems
Among the more promising candi­

dates nominated Monday for President­
elect Barack Obama’s Cabinet was 
Arizona Gov. Janet Napolitano, who 
was named for secretary of Homeland 
Security.

She was a good choice, not only for 
her wisdom as a border state leader 
but also because she seems to get that 
an educated workforce is the key to 
economic strength.

The one time I heard Napolitano 
speak in person, she pounded home 
her view that America needs to seize a 
“Sputnik moment.”

That is, we need to grasp how far 
behind the rest of the world our students 
are falling in educational achievement 
in technology, the sciences and math. I 
agree. We are at the beginning of a pain­
ful national reality check, and the time 
to act is now.

Under the Obama administration, the 
secretary of Homeland Security will be 
well positioned to encourage the neces­
sary shifts in attitude, so that policy be­
gins to match some of our nation’s most 
cherished bebefs about ourselves. Such 
as that we are “a nation of immigrants” 
and the “land of opportunity.”

Let’s leave aside for the moment the 
passionate feebngs about immigrants 
who are among us illegaUy and consider 
some facts outlined in a new report by 
the Migration Pobey Institute.

For mstance: “About one in three im­
migrants is a person with either a U.S. 
or foreign college degree.” So much for 
the unage of huddled undereducated 
masses sbppuig across borders. One ui 
six members of America’s 130 milbon- 
person labor force came to our shores an 
unmigrant.

In 2007,15 percent of all college 
graduates m the U.S. labor force were 
unmigrants. Of the milbon coUege-
educated foreign bom, one-third arrived 
m the last 10 years.

About 18 percent of coUege-educated 
unmigrants were of Latino descent.

And here is the statistic that ought 
to embarrass U.S. citizens by birth: 
College-educated unmigrants are more 
bkely than nafive-bom graduates to 
achieve postgraduate degrees. And they 
are far more likely to be educated m 
high-tech, science or engineering — all 
areas vital to sustaining the nation in the 
future.

If N ^b tano  takes the hebn at Home­
land Security, the agency that handles 
immigration, she wiU have the power to 
make the most of what these unmigrants 
can offer.

Tune will be on her side. Obama will 
have plenty of other seas to cabn before 
any real overhaul of immigration law 
can occur. It’s unlikely to happen m his 
first year in office.

But that just might give Napobtano 
the time to pursue the difficult work 
of changing pubbe perception about 
what unmigrants offer. They ought to 
be viewed not as competitors but as 
stimulators to the economy.

Bill Gates understands that fact.
Along with other CEOs, he hounded 
Congress earber this year to increase the 
numbers of highly educated immigrants 
allowed entry into the U.S. In 2007, the 
65,000 visas aUowed for this group of 
unmigrants were spoken for within the 
first four months of the fiscal year.

The denied immigrants could have 
become catalysts and coworkers of 
native-bom people. Consider this other 
fact ftom the report: More than 13 mil­
lion college-educated unmigiants were 
underutilized ui the U.S. labor maricet m 
2005-2006.

Meaning, many of those who are here 
are not being usoJ to the best of theu 
abibties.

And you can bet that means the 
trickle-down job creation that comes 
from the highly educated and moti­
vated classes did not occur. That hurts 
U-S.-bom people as web, including 
those sons and daughters who have long 
forgotten or never knew that their teem­
ing unmigrant forefathers did not speak 
perfect Engbsh.

Every economic downturn m U.S. 
history has produced a backlash against 
the most recent inunigrant arrivals. But 
maybe this time it can be different.

America needs more than ever to 
retool itself for future economic growth, 
bnmigrants are a source of uuiovation 
and mspuation that can help us rebound 
— just as they always have been.

Covenant Health System to receive Pancho Clos is Connig to  T
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. ^

LUBBOCK - Covenant Health 
System is pleased to announce the 
Callaway family ftom Roswell, 
NM, will donate toys for the eighth 
consecutive year to Covenant 
Children’s Hospital on Thursday, 
Dec. 18 at 1 p in .

This year marks a new record 
of $100,000 worth of donations to 
Covenant Children’s Hospital by

the Callaway Family. Each year 
since 2001, the Callaways and 
their friends generously donate 
toys, electronics, pajamas, and 
other supplies. Covenant Chil­
dren’s Hospital in honor of their 
daughter Lindsey. Lindsey Cal­
laway is remembered as a kind and 
soft-spoken girl who was just 16 
years old when she died of a brain

Dallas Lawmaker Alonzo Joins 
Lawmakers to Denounce Latest DPS 

New Rnles for Driver’s Licenses

UCEN5E
TO CONFUSE

Today, Texas State Representa­
tive RobertoR.Alonzx) joined a 
number 
of leg­
islative 
col­
leagues 
and 
mem­
bers 
fix)m 
various 
key
organiza­
tions across the state that con­
verged in Austin to denounce two 
of the latest rules recently adopted 
by the Texas Public Safety Com­
mission 
(PSC) 
and the 
Texas 
De­
part­
ment 
of
Public 
Safety 
(DPS) 
re­
quired
to apply for or renew a driver’s 
license in Texas. While it is not 
uncommon for DPS to adopt rules 
and regulations for the issuance 
and renewal of driver licenses in 
Texas, what is unique about these . 
two latest rules are the targeted 
population and unintended conse­
quences that will result from them 
in the long run. The new rules 
target primarily legal immigrants 
living in the state and are also 
riddled with unintended conse­
quences, which are many, that 
could potentially end up wasting 
more taxpayer dollars than neces­
sary. The first rule which was 
adopted in May 2008, requires all 
legal immigrants to renew their 
driver’s licenses in person. The 
second rule which was adopted in 
October 2008, in essence creates 
a separate class or category of 
driver’s licenses that are clearly 
marked “temporary visitor, “ for 
legal immigrants, and the license’s 
duration lasts only as long as the 
holder’s visa.

“The whole issue of immigra­
tion is and always has been a very 
complex issue that to this day is 
constantly being revised, re­
formed, and updated to keep with 
our changing poUtical climate.

shifting world events, cultural de­
mographics, and increasingly-di- 
verse population growth, not only 
in Texas, but all over the country. 
Even expert attorneys of immigra­
tion and naturalization law, trained 
personnel from our homeland 
security departments, and other 
key governmental agencies are 
constantly getting new training 
to learn more about this complex 
issue because it is so complex and 
changing so fast. The bottom line 

is plain and simple; the issue is 
a federal issue, not a state issue, 
and it should be left at that level 
where it can be handled best. I do 
not feel that our DPS state agency

•  i v

should get into the business of 
enforcing federal law,” said Rep. 
Alonzo.

“I am further disappointed that 
a state agency like DPS has taken 
it upon themselves to serve as 
immigration officials, homeland 
security experts, and most impor­
tantly, as enforcers o f our federal 
immigration laws when in reality 
they do not have the knowledge, 
trained personnel, and expertise 
to undertake such complex role 
in our state. DPS needs to stick 
to its primary mission which is 
to provide public safety on our 
Texas roads and highways, and 
protect Texas citizens from harm, 
and not take over a federal role 
they are not capable and equipped 
to handle. The fact that DPS has 
established a new rule which 
will allow them to issue different 
licenses to different people and in 
different ways, is nothing more 
than racial profiling in disguise, 
outright discrimination, and more 
unnecessary wasted dollars we 
could be using elsewhere. It is 
simply opening up a pandora’s 
box filled with many problems, 
more wasted dollars, and potential 
lawsuits that we cannot afford, to 
say the least,” stated Rep. Alonzo.

tumor she fought for three years.
“Every child should have 

something to look forward to each 
holiday season, and the Callaways 
always find a way to make this 
happen for our pediatric patients,” 
said Stephanie Thompson, child life 
specialist at Covenant Children’s 
Hospital. ‘This is a wonderful way 
to honor Lindsey’s memory.”
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Pancho clos will be 
arriving at Rogers park, 
Maggie Trejo Super 

Center, on December 21, 
2008 at 2:00 pm. “Pancho 

Clos” would like to invite all 
the needy kids of the Lub­
bock community and the 

surrounding area to come and 
see him and let him know 

what they want for Christmas. 
The “Pancho Clos” project is 
sponsored by the American

G J. Fomm and is celebrating 
their thirty seventh anniversa­
ry since the origin of “Pancho 
Clos”. the American G J. Fo­
rum is a veterans non-profit 
organization. We would like 
to thank all those people and 
organizations and businesses 
who have helped us with this 
project throughout the years.

for additional information, 
please call Robert Narvaiz at 

781-6277.

H ispanic leaders urge for 
im m igration reform

H ispanic 
leaders urged 
president­
elect B arack 
O bam a 
to issue a 
m oratorium  
on im m igra­
tion raids and 
dep)ortations 
at a  rally 
in C hicago 
Saturday.

“Ffiiesident- 
elect B arack 
O bam a 
know s the 
im m igration 
system  is 
broken and 
w e under­
stand and 
believe he 
w ants to fix
it,” said U S R epresentative Luis 
G utierrez.

“W e’re ready to  create the 
political support, the grassroots 
support that (O bam a) needs.” 

D espite the challenges he 
faces in dealing w ith tw o 
w ars and an econom ic crisis, 
it appears as though O bam a 
considers im m igration reform  a 
priority, G utierrez said.

G utierrez has spoken to 
O bam a’s ch ief o f  staff, R ahm  
E m anuel, four tim es in the past 
tw o w eeks and will be m eeting 
w ith O bam a in the com ing days 
to discuss the issue.

“W e believe that as w e go to 
the A m erican people and w e 
shatter the m yths about our 
broken im m igration system  
that one o f the m ost pow erful 
sym bols w e have is the sanctity 
o f  m arriage ... and that govern­
m ent should not be destroying 
fam ilies” separating fam ily 
m em bers w ith deportations, 
G utierrez said.

T he US Congress failed to 
pass the m ost recent version o f 
sw eeping im m igration legisla­
tion in 2007, w hich w ould have 
given legal status and a  path 
to citizenship for the estim ated

12 m illion illegal im m igrants 
residing in the U nited States.

O bam a had been involved in 
negotiations over the text and 
im m igration reform  earned 
broad support from  both 
O bam a and R epublican rival 
John M cC ain on the 2008 cam ­
paign trad.

But in the final m onths before 
the election, im m igration 
swiftly took a back seat to the 
deepening and m ore pressing 
econom ic crisis.

Im m igration rights activists 
are planning a m ajor m arch on 
W ashington on January 21 , the 
day after O bam a is sw orn in as 
the 44th US president, to call 
attention back to the issue.

Faith leaders across the coun­
try are also getting involved and 
are inviting fam ilies tom  apart 
by deportations to speak to their 
congregations.

“ It’s tim e for a revolution,” 
pastor Freddy Santiago told 
1,500 people gathered at Re- 
bano C om panerism o Cristiano 
church in the heart o f  a m ostly 
H ispanic C hicago neighbor­
hood.

“Enough is enough! W e will 
not allow  our fam ilies to be 
separated o r oppressed.”

Yaritza V iveros, 13, sobbed as 
she spoke to the C hicago rally 
o f  her fears that she could  com e 
hom e from  school to find her 
parents snatched in an im m igra­
tion raid.

Viveros w as bom  in the 
U nited States to undocum ented 
parents and is a  US citizen.

“I am  young, and am  against 
the terror from  im m igration,” 
she told the crow d. “M any 
fam ilies are separated because 
o f  im m igration and w e have to 
stop the raids that destroy our 
fam ilies.”

Brian W ilkins, w hose fam ily 
has lived in the U nited States 
for generations, also broke 
dow n as he spoke o f  he was 
forced to m ove to Buglaria 
because his w ife and her fam ily 
w ere being deported.

H e said his father and brother 
in law are being held in a 
W isconsin detention center like 
“crim inals” w hen all they did 
w rong w as pick bad law yers.

“W e as A m ericans should 
be able to have the fam ily we 
love next to us,” he said. “ I t’s 
not ju st H ispanic people, it’s all 
people w ho are being affected. 
O ur broken laws should be 
fixed.”
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GU6St COIlll116Htdfy ‘I fs  not the thought that counts, U’s the gift” O f ExprOSSIOĤ^
R IC H A R D SO N  A N D  49,999,999  

O TH ER  H ISPANICS
By Jose de la Isla

WASHINGTON, D.C. — That Barack Obama named New
Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson as Secretary of Commerce-designate hard­
ly comes as a surprise. The announcement was like his calling former 
Federal Reserve chairman Paul Volcker back into service.

In a role worthy of Richardson’s talents, Obama’s economic team seems 
to move toward getting the economy’s fuel — credit — flowing again. 
Richardson’s role will be to transform the old business economy into a 
new one.

Judging how Richardson led in New Mexico, and the not-so-minor 
green revolution he sparked, he will bring to the administration a tonic it 
lacks — success in building coherence.

But this new administration might be creating an insincerity gap. Rich­
ardson, the nation’s lone Hispanic governor, is an offering to the nation 
and not completely a gesture to leaders reciprocating for the role Latinos 
played in the election. Even marching out the White House appointments 
of Cecilia Munoz, a MacArthur fellow and VP at National Council of La 
Raza, to head Intergovernmental Affairs and Louis Caldera, former Sec­
retary of the Army, as director of the White House Military Office looked 
like a clumsy attempt at appearing, instead of being, responsive.

Those Hispanics already doing transition work or identified for possible 
roles in the new administration have in^ressive credentials. One in the 
policy bunch is even a Nobel laureate. But the Obama team seems asleep 
at the wheel about this, giving the impression snobbery is more important 
than engagement — pretending they all did not attend the same presti­
gious schools, and finding difference in sameness.

The naming of Rahm Emanuel as chief of staff was possibly a prag­
matic move. But still, he is the guy who warned Democrats to run away 
from the immigration issue in 2006.

At the time, 104 members of the House anti-immigration reform cau­
cus were running amok and wanted to criminalize undocumented im­
migrants. Their antics not only slapped 50 million Hispanics in the face, 
they got us as a nation into a human rights mess promoting values against 
our own Constitution.

If Obama is going to posture himself as an FDR-type who counsels 
there’s nothing for the public to fear but fear itself, then we have to recog­
nize that confronted with fear, Emanuel told his colleagues to run.

The people spoke in 2006, and ten of those congressional zealots were 
defeated. And in 2008, two of their leaders, James Sensenbrenner and 
Tom Tancredo, decided not to run. Fourteen hard-line anti-immigration 
Republicans of that gang were voted out of office.

“Immigration” like “the economy” and “health care” are not just is­
sues. They are bellwether values requiring sustained attention. They are 
measures by which we judge whether we have a decent, well-run nation. 
The negative lesson comes from the Bush administration, which went 
into intellectual and policy bankruptcy before the housing, banking and 
finance dominos fell.

Senate majority leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) said in late November that 
his chamber was taking up the difficult immigration and health care is­
sues in the next session. This is sending a message.

So far, the Obama government lists immigration as just one among 24 
issue categories on its website. This is not what priority attention looks 
like. What it needs to heed is 67.

That’s the percentage of Latinos who voted for Obama. It’s not that 
Obama owes them. It’s that neither he, nor his people, can afford to snub 
them.

Now, put that mggula in your pipe and smoke it
[Jos6 de la Isla, author of “The Rise of Hispanic Political Power” (Ar­

cher Books 2(X)3), writes weekly commentaries for Hispanic Link News 
Service. Email: joseisla3@yahoo.com.]
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By Y sidro Gutierrez
It’s (Thristmas and that means 

men everywhere are in extreme 
peril. Man is endowed with two in­
alienable survival instincts -  the in­
clination to avoid the South Plains 
Mall and Wal-Mart. But alas, there 
is woman’s expectation and man 
forevermore must set aside his pri­
mal fear of shopping and venture 
boldly into the aisles of indecision 
looking for the ideal Qiristmas Gift 
for his main girl.

Every year the ritual is repeated. 
And every year (Christmas shop­
ping for a gift for his sweetheart is 
the single biggest dilemma facing 
modem man. Man needs pmdent 
counsel and the advice offered here 
is “For Men Only” and “Free”

The great mystery of Christmas 
shopping is that with thousands 
of items of merchandise to choose 
from and thousands of stores and 
the internet -  why is buying a single 
gift such a life and death stmggle?

It can’t be because man’s main 
girl is “the proverbial friend who 
has everything.” It can’t be for lack 
of time, money, good taste, good 
judgment -  or could it?

This year -  let it not be due to the 
absence of the essentials of choos­
ing with ideas ranging from what 
to avoid and what is really bad. 
Here are my shopping tips for this 
Christmas. Consider these tips as 
medicine taken with a spoon ftill of 
sugar or a cold beer. (Note: Wom­
en should stop reading here. What 
follows is For Men Only)

The biggest mistake a man can 
make is to think like a man -  avoid 
this above all else. Man thinking 
is dangerous. The ideal gift for a 
man would be a “New TV Remote” 
to replace the one thrown into the 
fireplace when the TTU Red Raid­
ers lost to the Sooners. Man will 
risk being thrown into the fireplace 
himself if he bought a TV remote 
for his sweetheart no matter how 
thoughtful. Men must remember 
the ole adage from high school 
gym class -  “It’s not the thought

that counts; It’s the gift.”
Other things to avoid are electric 

drills or saws or car wash kits, or 
a new roaster pan. Men are often 
side-tracked by these treasurers 
when shopping. Needful things for 
the kitchen are definitely off the list 
especially if they are sharp or hard. 
The Perfect gift is to be found else­
where.

Friends often suggest perfume 
as an ideal gift but, I strongly urge 
my brothers to avoid the perfume 
counter -  you have no idea!! I For 
a man “Obsession” is the upstairs 
neighbor.

One suggestion is to look in your 
sweetheart’s closet for a good idea 
-  but avoid looking for ideas in your 
sweethearts drawers. Consider her 
favorite color too, but avoid lip­
stick!!! Lipstick is like perfume, 
it’s best if she buys her own. And, 
lipstick can be a huge liability for 
men who have more titan one fnend 
on their (Christmas list.

Another big “No, No” for men is 
to give her something you received 
last year especially if you haven’t 
unw r^ped  it. She is bound to run 
into the person who gave it to you. 
This is an annual hazard for men. 
If you ignore all the above -  please 
don’t ignore this.

One popular idea these days is 
to buy your main girl a “Learn to 
Dance DVD.” This is because of 
the popularity of TV ’s “Dancing 
with the Stars.” I urge my fellow 
man to avoid this pitfall as well. If 
your girl learns to dance -  she’ll 
want you to take her dancing every 
weekend.

Whatever gift you get her. Make 
sure its wrapped by a professional. 
There is a third endowment natural 
to man -  man was never meant to 
wrap Christmas gifts.

One more thing; don’t wait until 
December 24th Last minute shop­
ping is one of those “Men Behav­
ing Badly” things.

Have fun shopping. MERRY 
CHRISTMAS, AND GOD BLESS 
US EVERYONE
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An Open Forum Where Readers 
Express their Views and Opin-
Obama ignored Latinos for top posts

By Ruben Navarrette Jr.
Editor’s Note: Ruben Navarrette Jr. is a nationally syndicated columnist and a member of the 

editorial board of the San Diego Union-Tribune. Read his column here
SAN DIE(jO, California -  About four years ago, 1 wrote a column praising President Bush for 

appointing Latinos to the Cabinet as he began his second term. The most obvious example was 
Bush’s decision to nominate Alberto Gonzales as attorney general, which many hberals would 
insist was a big mistake.

1 disagree. But that’s an argument for another time.
This much can’t be argued: Gonzales represented a major breakthrough. You see, all (^inet 

posts are not created equal and, before Bush broke the barrier, no Latino had ever been nominated 
for one of the top four jobs -  defense, state, treasury, or attorney general.

A whole succession of presidents -  including Democrats such as Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton 
-  who had munched nachos and posed with mariachis on the campaign trail, and enjoyed substan­
tial support from Latinos, had somehow missed the opportunity to seat a Latino at the grown-ups’ 
table. Imagine that.

In that column, I also mentioned Bush’s decision to nominate Cuban-bora Carios GutiOTez to 
be commerce secretary. I had a line that read something like: “Commerce secretary isn’t chopped 
hver.”

A liberal reader who was obviously intent on denying Bush credit for anything positive wrote 
back, “Sorry, but commerce secretary is chopped hvCT.”

I stand corrected.
Even liberals who like to think of the Gonzales appointment as a kind of failed social experi­

ment because it lets them off the hook for future stabs at diversity would be hard-pressed to sug­
gest that they couldn’t do better and that Obama couldn’t find a single Latino to name, oh I don’t 
know, secretary of state.

You would have thought Bill Richardson was a shoo-in for that job, with his gold-plated re­
sume: Seven-term member of Congress; special envoy to North Korea, Iraq, Cuba and Sudan; 
U.N. ambassador; energy secretary; New Mexico governor and five-time nominee for the Nobel 
Peace Prize for brokering cease-fires and negotiating the release of hostages. What a slacker. I’m 
surprised Richardson never got around to securing peace in the Middle East

Let’s not forget that Richardson is the highest-ranking Latino official in the country, and that 
Latinos supported Obama over John McCain by a margin of more than 2-to-l and helped the 
Democrat win four battleground states.

Let’s not forget that Richardson, a former member of the Clinton Cabinet, burned his bridges to 
the Little Rock Mafia by endorsing Obama in the primary over Hillary Clinton. (?NN contributor 
James Grille likened Richardson to Judas.

Let’s not forget that Richardson had the blessing of the National Hispanic Leadership Agenda, 
an association of 26 national and regional Hispanic civil rights and public policy organizations 
whose leaders sent a letter to President-elect Obama recommending Richan^n for secretary of 
state.

Instead, this week, Obama gave the job that Richardson coveted to Hillary (Hinton. And then, 
adding insult to injury, Obama nominated Richardson to be -  wait for it -  commace secretary.

It’s no wonder that, at the press conference where Obama announced Richardson’s nomination, 
a Latino reporter asked the president-elect if this wasn’t just an elaborate consolation prize. Obama 
insisted it wasn’t, and that this was a very important job. What else could he say?

It gets worse. Tlie gig is leftovers. According to CNN and other sources, Obama’s first choice 
to head the commerce department was Penny Pritzker, the president-elect’s chief fundraiser and a 
billionaire heir to the Hyatt hotel fortune who withdrew her name from considCTation.

For someone who supposedly doesn’t like drama, the president-elect has sure spun one juicy 
telenovela over who should serve in his Cabinet.

Don’t misunderstand. Hillary Clinton didn’t have Richardson’s experience, but she mi^t 
still make an extraordinary secretary of state. This isn’t about Clinton and Richardson. It’s about 
Obama and Richardson. It’s about betrayal and humiliation and disappointment

About all this, I don’t know whether to be amused or angry. I could be amused because all 
those Latinos who supported Obama now have huevos rancheros on their faces. But I suppose I 
should be angry that Obama has so little regard for America’s largest minority that he would treat 
it disrespectfully.

Then again, it could have been worse. Legend has it that Obama’s irKoming Chief of Staff 
Rahm Emanuel, another Clintonista, once sent a lobbyist with whom he was angry a dead fish. All 
Bill Richardson got was chopped hver.

The opinions expressed in this commentary are solely those of Ruben Navarrette.

HISPANIC STARS D O  SOM E HEAVY M A G E -L IFT IN G
By Ver6nica Macias

Eighth in a series on leaders o f 
national Hispanic organizations 
SKETCHBOX

F61ix Stinchez is the Chief Exec­
utive Officer o f TerraCom, a gov­
ernment and public relations firm 
in Washington, D.C., that offers 
an array o f communications and 
event planning services. He also 
serves as the pro bono chairman 
o f the National Hispanic Foun­
dation for the Arts, which he co­
founded in 1997 along with lead­
ing Hispanic actors. NHFA works 
toward expanding and presenting 
U.S. Latinos in a more contempo­
rary manner, offering scholarships 
to Latino students and expanding 
career opportunities to Latino tal­
ent.
(END SKETCHBOX)

F61ix Stinchez’s commitment to 
change mainstream m edia’s im­
age o f this nation’s 50 million 
Latinos in unwavering. He strives 
to transform the national montage 
o f often-negative perceptions into 
one that reflects Hispanics’ solid 
family values, sense o f commu­
nity, and industry.

While observing “there is no 
way we can truly control our im­
age,” Sdnchez expresses his de­
termination as N if f  A chairman to 
shatter some stereotypes that have 
lingered too long.

To do so, he reaches out to next- 
generation Latino celebrities the 
likes o f Eva Longoria-Parker, 
Adam Rodriguez, Zoe Saldana, 
Michael Pena and W ilmer Valder- 
rama to highlight their fame as a 
springboard to fiiesh profiles of 
“the contemporary Latino.”

“We have to show the progress 
w e’ve made. We have to show 
our sophistication,” S ^ c h e z  
says, adding that media magnates 
must recognize that audiences are 
prone to judge Hispanics by who 
and what they portray. “We must 
look at these images as vehicles to 
transport us forward.”
S ^ c h e z ’s sense o f security and 
confidence was imbued at home. 
“M y parents were fearless.” His 
father was a barber who took pride 
in his job. Customers from varied 
stations in life came into his shop 
for his services. They came to his 
father, Sanchez makes the point. 
“And he always treated everyone 
with equal respect.”

How does he expect to redefine 
the media industry’s environment 
for Latinos?

By applying the same mantra 
he has applied to himself, he says, 
pointing out, “I never thought of 
myself as a minority until I went 
to the University o f Texas.” He re­
calls being one o f only 150 Mexi­
can Americans among 38,000 stu­

dents at UT-Austin. “Then I felt it 
in a very strong way.”

Nevertheless, “because I had 
always gone to good schools and 
excelled academically, I didn’t let 
them put me in a box. I ’ve never 
thought there was something I 
couldn’t do.”

He graduated with honors from 
UT-Austin with a B.A. degree 
in psychology and an M.A. in 
early childhood development, 
then earned his law degree at the 
University o f Houston’s College 
o f Law in 1980. After engaging 
in projects in Mexico City deal­
ing with international copyright 
law and the Texas Secretary of 
State’s elections division, S ^ c h e z  
moved on to Washington, D.C., 
serving as legislative assistant to 
Senator Lloyd Bentsen o f Texas 
until 1987.

Following seven years in con­
gressional and government re­
lations with the American Gas 
Association and the American 
Methanol Institute, he formed 
TerraCom. “I realized what I did 
was really communications. I was 
lobbying,” he described his transi­
tion. “It wasn’t really the industry 
per se. It was the skill set.”

Active in both of Bill Clinton’s 
presidential campaigns, S ^ c h e z  
remembers, after holding a rally in 
San Antonio in 1996, being asked

by Jimmy Smits and Esai M o­
rales what they were actually ac­
complishing for the Latino com­
munity by embracing President 
Clinton. S ^ c h e z  realized there 
was no place for the quid pro quo 
— no exchange. The question was 
what could be developed to serve 
the community that would have 
reciprocal support fix>m political 
allies?

The idea to create the National 
Hispanic Foundation for the Arts 
and address the issue o f image 
flourished from there. S ^ c h e z  re­
calls fleshing out the concept with 
actor-friends Jimmy Smits and 
Esai Morales. Along with actress 
Sonia Braga and Merel Ju li^  they 
established the NHFA in 1997. 
“It was reaUy a labor o f love and 
passion,” S ^ c h e z  says now. They 
agreed NHFA should provide a 
springboard to Hollywood for 
young and talented Latinos and 
Latinas. “W hat we could do is 
mentor this next generation, cre­
dential them and move them into 
the next realm of getting hired.”

Since then, NHFA has awarded 
more than $1 million in student 
scholarships and programs. This 
year it celebrated its 12TH annual 
Noche de Gala, recognizing new 
talent and helping transform the 
direction o f the industry. “W e’re 
making a difference with televi­
sion networks, bringing greater 
parity for Latinos,” S ^ c h e z  
claims.

He is optimistic about the future. 
“W e’re not going to be invisible 
any longer. Across the board, we 
will be a presence and a force to 
be reckoned with.”

Despite their growing numbers 
and advances made in this coun­
try, Sdnchez uiges that Latinos 
from all across Latin America find 
a way to collaborate. “We are di­
verse within our own community. 
We have yet to formulate the ele­
ments that bring us under one um­
brella.”
A SPECIAL INFLUENCE 
The Texas native was raised in a 
Catholic family in San Antonio 
where his values were shaped by 
his parents and reinforced through­
out his education by the religious 
nuns and brothers who educated 
him.’T here was always a sense of

giving back, o f connecting with 
the community. That was stressed 
in every school and parish. I saw 
and lived it. So I’ve always felt a 
need to connect.” Today his dedi­
cation to the foundation is his way 
o f giving back.
SOAPBOX

At 56 years old, S ^ c h e z  identi­
fies several obsolete perceptions 
within the Latino community that 
hinder Hispanics from progress­
ing. “We come from a social and 
historical perspective that un­
less you were fair-eyed and fair­
haired, you couldn’t flaunt being 
Latino. If you were more indige­
nous, more ethnic, there had been 
this ‘I ’m alraid to stand out for 
fear that somebody will take away 
what little I have achieved.’”

Those ideas are actually re­
versed in today’s society, Sdnchez 
contends. “The more that people 
are comfortable with their ethnic­
ity and identity, the less it’s an 
issue. You’re not afraid o f some­
body seeing you as ethnic. People 
who hire you want to know you’re 
comfortable with your identity. 
Now that we have a multicultural 
president, identity and culture are 
an important part o f what people 
are seeking in new employees.”

(Vertinica Macias is a contribut­
ing columnist with Hispanic Link 
News Service. E-mail: veronica. 
macias@gmail.com) ©2008
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Homeowners Who Modified Loans in Trouble Again Obama Criticizes Bush's Slow
Handling of Housing CrisisMore than half o f all hom­

eowners who had their loans 
modified to make the payments 
more affordable in the first half 
o f the year are already in default 
again, banking regulators said 
Monday.

The new data raise questions 
about whether government 
money may be better spent on 
creating jobs, rather than averting 
foreclosures, said John Reich, 
director o f the federal Office of 
Thrift Supervision office at a 
housing industry forum spon­
sored by his agency.

"I do have concerns about 
allocating federal resources," 
Reich said.

However, many experts claim 
the bulk of loan modifications 
don't actually provide much 
financial relief for borrowers.

The government's data don't 
include enough detail about the 
types o f the loan modifications 
that were made, said SheUa Bair, 
chairman of the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corp. "The quality of 
the (modifications) are not what 
they should be," she said.

The U.S. economic picture 
has darkened over the past

month. One in 10 Americans 
with a mortgage is either behind 
or in foreclosure, and more 
than 500,0(X) jobs were lost in 
November.

Unemployment stands at 6.7 
percent, and the worldwide credit 
markets have only improved 
modestly from the ficeze that led 
Congress to approve a $700 bil­
lion bailout before the election.

Discussion on Monday's fo­
cused on how broad the govern­
ment's intervention should be, 
rather than whether the govern­
ment should play any role at all. 
The U.S. is on track for 2.25 
million foreclosures this year.

"We need a bottom-up ap­
proach, in my view, by modifying 
people's mortgages and helping 
them stay in their homes," said 
New Jersey Gov. Jon Corzine.

Corzine called for a three to six 
month halt to foreclosures while 
the government works out a more 
aggressive plan.

Mark Zandi, chief economist 
at Moody's Economy.com, said 
the public is likely to be more 
sympathetic to efforts to assist 
troubled borrowers, because the 
link between the foreclosure

crisis and the sinking economy is 
increasingly clear in the midst of 
most Americans.

"It's now in every comer of the 
country," Zandi said. "I think that 
people understand that this is a 
broader issue."

During an interview that aired 
Sunday on NBC's "Meet the 
Press," President-elect Barack 
Obama declined to say how large 
an economic stimulus plan he 
envisions. He said his blueprint 
for recovery will include help for 
homeowners facing foreclosure 
on their mortgages if President 
George W. Bush has not already 
acted when Obama takes office 
next month.

For nearly a year, some con­
sumer advocates, lawmakers and 
think tanks have advocated a dra­
matic government response. The 
effort, they say, should be similar 
to created the Home Owners' 
Iroan Corp. in 1933 to help bor­
rowers refinance troubled home 
loans during the Great Depres­
sion. The Bush administration 
has focused mainly on voluntary 
industry efforts to modify loans, 
and those have not stopped the 
surge in foreclosures.

Gobemador de Illinois arrestado por corrapcidn
El gobemador de Illinois, Rod 

Blagojevich, ftie arrestado ayer con 
los cargos de conspiracidn para 
vender o canjear al mejor poster 
el escano en el Senado que dej6 el 
presidente electo Barack Obama, 
parte de lo que los fiscales federales 
Uamaron una "racha de delitos de 
corrupcidn polftica".

Blagojevich fue detenido en 
Chicago junto con su secretario 
de gobiemo John Harris, precisd 
el vocero de la fiscaKa federal, 
Randall Sambora. Posteriormente 
un juez federal ordend dejar al 
gobemador demdcrata en libertad, 
con la promesa de que se presentaii 
de nuevo en la corte.

Los fiscales no acusaron a Obama 
de ningun delito. El presidente 
electo, de hecho, respondi6 que dl 
no tuvo contacto con el gobemador 
ni con su oficina en tomo al asunte.

La magistrada Nan Nolan dijo 
"buenas tardes, gobemador", al reci- 
bir a Blagojevich en la audiencia de 
ayer en la tarde para fijarle fianza.
El mandatario vestia pantalones 
deportivos, zapatos tenis y una 
camiseta.

Quedd en libertad despuds de 
firmar un documento que especifica 
una fianza de 4,500 ddlares si no 
compaiece ante el tribunal. Tambidn 
se le ordend entregar su p a s ^ r te  y 
su identificacidn de propietario de 
un arma de fiiego.

Blagojevich tambidn fue acusado 
de amenazar ilegalmente con 
retener la ayuda estatal a la firma 
Tribune Co., duena del diario 
Chicago Tribune, en un intente 
por presionar al periddico para que 
despidiera a los editorialistas que lo 
habfan criticado.

Ademds, el demdcrata de 51 anos 
enfienta el cargo de practicar una 
pohtica de favores; distribuir em- 
pleos, contratos y nombramientos a 
cambio de donatives a su campana.

"Estibamos en medio de una 
racha de delitos de comipcidn, y 
queriamos detenerla", dijo el fiscal 
federal Patrick Fitzgerald, que con- 
siderd que los cargos que enfrenta 
Blagojevich son "verdaderamente 
un nuevo rdcord de bajezas".

"La conducta haria que [el ex 
presidente Abraham] Lincoln se 
revolviera en su tumba", agregd.

Por su parte, Obama se mani- 
festd entristecido por la situacidn 
e indicd que no formulai4 m is 
comentarios sobre el asunto 
porque la investigacidn esti en 
curso.

Segiin una declaracidn ju- . 
rada de 76 piginas, el FBI grabd 
conversaciones del gobemador 
con autorizacidn de una corte 
durante el mes pasado. En ellas, 
el funcionario negocia la venta 
o el intercambio del escano va- 
cante en el Senado a cambio de 
beneficios personales para dl y su 
esposa Patti.

En las conversaciones grabadas, 
el gobemador empleaba abundan- 
tes tdrminos soeces. El jefe del 
FBI en Chicago, Robert Grant, 
dijo que incluso investigadores 
muy experimentados quedaron 
impactados por lo que escucha- 
ron, especialmente porque el 
gobemador sabfa desde hace tres 
anos que estaba bajo investi­

gacidn por supuesto fraude al 
hacer contrataciones.

Obama renuncid a su banca en 
el Senado despuds de ganar la 
presidencia. Por ley, el gobema­
dor escoge a la persona que susti- 
tu iri al ahora presidente electo en 
la cim ara alta.

"Tengo esta cosa y es [tdrmino 
soez] de oro", dijo el gobemador 
en relacidn con a su autoridad 
para nombrar al sustituto de 
Obama, "y no la voy a soltar a 
cambio de [palabra soez] nada. 
No voy a hacerlo".

La declaracidn jurada agrega 
que Blagojevich pidid un sueldo 
sustancial para dl por parte de 
una fundacidn no lucrativa o 
alguna organizacidn afihada con 
sindicatos.

Ademis, indica que el gober- 
nador tambidn habld sobre la 
posibilidad de conseguir que su' 
esposa consiguiera un puesto 
en comitds directivos de empre- 
sas donde pudiera recibir hasta 
150,000 ddlares anuales.

El funcionario habld sobre la 
posibilidad de que, una vez que 
dejara el puesto de gobemador, 
obtuviese fondos de campana 
para dl o posiblemente un lugar 
en el gabinete del presidente o 
una embajada.

"Quiero ganar dinero", dijo 
Blagojevich en una conversacidn 
citada por la declaracidn jurada.

El gobemador enfrenta dos 
cargos: asociacidn delictuosa

para cometer fraude, que conlleva 
una pena mixima de 20 anos en 
prisidn, y hacer una solicitud para 
cometer sobomo, que se castiga 
hasta con 10 anos de circel.

Los fiscales federales han es- 
tado analizando todos los actos de 
Blagojevich, desde cdmo contratd 
a personas para puestos estatales 
hasta las acciones de amigos y 
contribuyentes.

El gobemador ha negado 
repetidamente haber cometido 
algun delito. Su portavoz, Lucio 
Guerrero, no tem'a comentarios 
por el momento en tomo a los 
cargos, pero dio a conocer un 
comunicado donde afirma que 
las "acusaciones no alteran los 
servicios, deberes o funcidn del 
estado".

Por su parte', los lideres demd'- 
crata» en Washington e Illinois . . 
m^t&i)h a fa le f islatura de e^e  ^ ^ 
ultimo estado a convocar i4pi- 
damente a una eleccidn especial 
para llenar la banca que dej6 
vacante Obama, en vez de dejarla 
en manos de Blagojevich.

El presidente del Senado de 
Illinois, Emil Jones, dijo que 
convocar^l pronto a una sesidn de 
la clm ara para aprobar una elec- 
cidn especial con el fin de llenar 
la vacante. Lo hizo momentos 
despu6s que el senador demdcrata 
Richard Durbin exhortd a las dos 
clmaras a hacerlo por un margen 
que resista un posible veto de 
Blagojevich.

Criticizing the White House 
directly for the first time since 
November’s election. President­
elect Barack Obama on Sunday 
accused President Bush of not 
doing enough to stem the nation's 
home foreclosure crisis.

Obama vowed 
that it if the Bush 
administration 
doesn't take 
sufficient steps 
to help reduce 
foreclosures in 
its remaining 
days in office, 
he would take ac­
tion shortly after 
being sworn in as 
the nation's 44th 
president on Jan.
20,2009.

"I'm disap­
pointed that 
we have not 
seen quicker 
movement on 
this issue by the
administration," Obama told Tom 
Brokaw on NBC's "Meet the 
Press." "We have said publicly 
and privately that we want to see 
a package that helps homeown­
ers, not just because it's good for 
that particular homeowner, it's 
good for the community."

Obama repeated his displeasure 
at a news conference in Chicago 
to introduce retired Army Gen. 
Eric Shinseki as his nominee to 
lead the Veterans Affairs Depart­
ment.

"We have not seen the kind of 
aggressive steps in the housing 
market to stem foreclosures that 
I would like to see," he said, 
adding that his transition team 
has had discussions on the subject 
with the White House. "If it is not 
done during the transition, it will 
be done by me."

Bush administration officials 
responded that they're working 
hard to stem the foreclosure crisis 
through the Federal Housing 
Authority and the private sector. I 
Adininistration officials s ^  
they ve also bolstered Fannie*^Mae 
and Freddie Mac.

"There are no easy solutions to 
problems in the housing market, 
but we've taken aggressive action 
over the past year to deal with 
the housing downturn and to 
step preventable foreclosures," 
said Cynthia Bergman, a White 
House spokeswoman. "And we 
continue to review options ^ d  
new programs to help keep fami­
lies in their homes and to help the 
housing market recover."

Obama's remarks Sunday were 
part o f a whirlwind weekend in 
which he outlined his economic

rescue package, offered support 
for Detroit's Big Three automak­
ers and tapped Shinseki, who was 
forced to retire because of his 
harsh criticism of the original Iraq 
War invasion.

Obama said his economic team

saving Detroit and stabilizing 
Wall Street.

"The way we design this 
stimulus package, this economic 
recovery plan, is one that changes 
the way we do business," said 
Obama, who hasn't put a price tag

on his plan. "We 
are not going to 
simply write a 
bunch of checks 
and let them be 
spent without 
some very clear 
criteria as to how 
this money is go­
ing to benefit the 
overall economy 
and put people 
back to work."

The osten­
sible reason for 
Obama's news 
conference was 
to continue to 
round out his
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is weighing 
the option 
of a three- 
month 
moratorium 
on fore­
closures, 
which 
he had 
proposed 
during the 
election 
campaign.

"I think we
also should be working to figure 
out how we can get banks and 
homeowners to renegotiate the 
terms of their mortgages so that 
they are sustainable," he said. 
"The vast majority of people who 
are at threat o f foreclosure are still 
making monthly payments, they 
want to stay in their homes, they 
want to stay in their communities, 
but the strains are enormous."

Obama also said Detroit's auto 
industry deserves federal financial 
help only if they put their own 
house in order.

"Labor, management, share­
holders, creditors, everybody is 
going to recognize that they don't 
have a sustainable business model 
right now, and if they expect 
taxpayers to help in that adjust­
ment process, then they can't keep 
on putting off the kind of changes 
that they, frankly, should have 
made 20 or 30 years ago," he told 
Tom Brokaw.

At the Chicago news confer­
ence, he added: "if this manage­
ment team that's currendy in place 
doesn't understand the urgency of 
the situation and is not willing to 
make the tough choices and adapt 
to these new circumstances, then 
they should go."

Obama said his recovery plan 
is vital to quelling foreclosures.

w

Cabinet with the announcement 
of Shinseki, a retired four-star 
general, to Veterans Affairs.

"No one will ever doubt that 
this former Army Chief of Staff 
has the courage to stand up for 
our troops and our veterans, no 
one will ever question whether he 
will fight hard enough to have the 
support that they need," Obama 
said. Shinseki, a former Hawaii 
resident like Obama, was forced 
into retirement shortly after the 
fall of Baghdad in 2003 for his 
criticism of former Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld's 
insistence on invading Iraq with a 
small number of troops. Rums­
feld had been advocating that 
the Army reinvent itself into a 
smaller, faster service that relied 
more on technology than infantry.

Shinseki told the Senate Armed 
Services Committee in early 2003 
that it would take "something 
on the order of several hundred 
thousand soldiers" to maintain 
postwar peace in Iraq. Rumsfeld 
balked at Shinseki's estimate and 
predicted that it will "prove to be 
high." Former Deputy Defense 
Secretary Paul Wolfowitz at the 
time said Shinseki was "way off 
the mark." Obama, speaking on 
"Meet the Press," said Shinseki 
"was right."

V ____

Pancho Clos is Coming to Town
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Pancho Clos wiU be arriving at rogers paik, maggie trejo super center, 
on december 21, 2008 at 2:00 pm. “Pancho Clos” would like to invite 
all the needy kids of the lubbock community and the surrounding areal 
to come and see him and let him know what they want for Christmas, thej 
“Pancho Clos” project is sponsored by the american g.i. forum and is cel­
ebrating their thirty seventh anniversary since the origin of “pancho clos”. 
the american g.i. forum is a veterans non-profit organization, we would] 
like to thank all those people and organizations and businesses who have 
helped us with this project throughout the years.
For additional information, please call robert narvaiz at 781-6277
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J u a n e s  n ie g a  r iv a l id a d  c o n  S h a k ir a

El cantautor colombiano Juanes 
se declar6 hoy convencido de que 
su pai's saldra adelante, pese al 
conflicto armado intemo, y neg6 
cualquier rivalidad con su colega 
Shakira, por la que dijo sentir 
admiracidn,

"Soy optimista como artista y 
como colombiano del futuro del 
pais", expresd el autor de "La 
camisa negra" en una concurrida 
rueda de prensa en el diario "El 
Tiempo", de Bogoti, donde esta 
semiuia ofrecerd varios concier- 
tos.

Juan Esteban Aristizdbal 
(su nombre completo), quien 
recientemente recibid cinco 
galardones en la IX Edicidn de

los Premios Grammy Latinos, 
con lo que sumd 17 en total en su 
carrera, dijo que el arte se puede 
poner al servicio de las causas y 
"no debe casarse con la politica".

Recordd, por ejemplo, que el 
concierto que ofinecid con Miguel 
Bosd, AJejandro Sanz, y Juan Luis 
Guerra, entre otros, en Cucuta, 
ciudad colombiana en la frontera 
con Venezuela en marzo pasado, 
"fue apolftico", pues lo que se 
pretendia era luchar por "la paz" y 
"por lo social".

La musica, en general, sirve 
para hacer visibles aspectos que 
pudieran pasar inadvertidos pues 
"se trata de no olvidar" a quienes 
suften por los rigores de un

conflicto que lleva mucho tiempo, 
como el colombiano. explicd.

El cantante destacd las marchas 
realizadas en Colombia y en 
muchos paises este ano contra 
la violencia y el secuestro y 
considerd que son acciones que 
sirven para llegar a lo que todos 
los colombianos tienen derecho: 
"vivir en paz".

"Creo en Colombia y en su 
futuro", sentencid Juanes, quien 
agregd que, sobre todas las 
cosas, sigue apostando por el 
pais, porque tiene dos hijas y 
porque "vivir en Colombia es lo 
mdximo".

Anadid que desde su perspec- 
tiva y tras viajar por muchos

Holidays' a family affair on 
Humboldt Park movie set

Three of Hollywood's most 
respected Hispanic movie stars - 
Elizabetli Pena, Luis Guzman and 
Freddy Rcxiriguez - swear they 
had their best lime ever on a movie 
set when they spent five weeks in 
Humboldt Park filming "Nothing 
Like the Holidays."

I know what you're thinking: 
Movie stars always say they had a 
great time on the set. It's like how 
every star manages to have been 
the producer’s "first choice" to play 
a role.

But this time, the stars say they 
really mean it: Making "Nothing 
Like the Holidays" in Chicago 
was a whole different thing. When 
I met the tliree stars in Chicago's 
Four Seasons Hotel last week, I 
wanted to know: What made it so 
special?

"It was iui awesome experience," 
said Guzman, the popular 52-year- 
old Puerto Rico-bom character 
actor, "shooting in Humboldt Park 
with all the different families who 
lived in that neighborhood, who 
invited us into their homes. There 
was a celebration going on for five 
weeks, and that transpired on to 
film."

Really? Come on, now. Really?
"I've never laughed so much on a 

set before," said Pena, a 47-year- 
old native New Yorker. "Usu­
ally, when somebody yells 'Cut!' 
everybody splits and goes to their 
trailer. Here, when they cut, we 
Just kept going and wanting to stay 
together."

Yeah? And?
"Usually, when a movie crew 

goes into a neighborhood, you're 
not very welcomed. People want 
you out, and that was not the case 
in Humboldt Park. They actually 
became part of the movie. That 
was different for me. And all the 
laughter and the dirty jokes."

Pena looked squarely at Guzman 
as she said that. He smiled.

1 turned to Rodriguez for the 
straight dope. He's 33 and a bom- 
and-bred Chicagoan who wouldn't 
fib about such things, even if he 
did serve as executive producer of 
the movie.

"Normally, when you make a 
film, you're not greeted warmly 
because you're taking up parking 
spaces and disrupting people's 
daily routines," Rodriguez said. 
"We were embrac'ed. They literally 
opened their doors to us. We were 
invited into people's homes to get 
warm in between sc'enes because it 
was 20 below zero when we were 
filming.

"People would say to us. 'Hey, 
I'm going to the grocery store to 
get stuff to make a dinner for you 
guys. You're more than welcome 
to come and eat, and if you can't

come, that's OK, too.' To think 
that people would go to all that 
trouble to cook us a meal, in case 
we got hungry, is beyond me. I've 
never experienced that before in 
my life."

"Nothing Like the Holidays" 
opens wide Friday. It centers 
around the Rodriguez family 
members who've come to their 
parents' Humboldt Park home for 
CJiristmas. Jesse (Rodriguez) is 
back from the Iraq war to reunite 
with his family, including his 
cousin Johnny (Guzman) and his 
mother Anna (Pena), who drops a 
bomb when she announces she's 
divorcing her husband (Alfred 
Molina).

Wait just a second.
Is the world ready for Pena to 

play an aging matriarch? Pena 
racked up a roster of movies as a 
Hispanic hottie in such works as 
"Jacob's Ladder." How does she 
feel about going from hottie to 
matriarch?

"It was liberating," she practi­
cally shouted. "Liberating! When 
you play the hottie, you gotta 
look gooood! When you don't, 
the whole vanity part of it goes 
out the window. It was awesome. 
You know how actresses always 
say 'Don't put powder around my 
eyes'? Well, I said, 'Powder them 
up!' In addition to it being liberat­
ing, I got to boss everyone around, 
which is fantastic!"

All three actors say their success 
in show business took them by

surprise.
"I was a social worker in New 

York City woiicing with teenag­
ers. I stumbled into the business," 
Guzman said. "I wound up getting 
a part on the season premiere of 
'Miami Vice.' All I wanted out of 
it was enough money to buy me 
a used car so I could drive to the 
beach on the weekends and not 
have to take mass transit.

"If it had been the first and last 
thing I ever did, I would have 
been OK with that. It just kept 
snowballing and snowballing. I'll 
be very honest with you. I pinch 
myself every day. I'm pretty awed 
by the places that I've been and 
the people that I've worked with. 
Watching myself up on the big 
screen. I'm pretty humbled by it."

Rodriguez, on the other hand, 
had a theater background.

"I never dreamed of domg mov­
ies and TV because I always felt 
that wasn't obtainable," he said. 
"The goal was to do a play at the 
(joodman or Steppenwolf. That 
was always our Broadway for us. 
No one ever talked about getting 
in a car and driving to L A . to do 
TV and movies.

"The big thing in Chicago back 
then was 'I want to get an agent 
and get a national commercial.' 
When I was 17,1 did a national 
commercial for KFC and I thought 
I was a superstar. Outside of that.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
KTXT-TV in Lubbock, 

Texas is seeking 
qualified applicants for a 

Senior Business Assistant. 
Position requires strong 

computer skills, working 
knowledge of EXCEL and 
Word and experience with 

data bases in order to main­
tain accurate membership, 
underwriting and donation 

records. Individual will work 
closely with the development 

officer in planning, imple­
mentation and follow-up 

for pledge drives and other 
fundraising events. Ability to 
communicate and work well 
with members, event volun­
teers and donors is a must.

To apply go to http:f/jobs. 
texastech.edu REQ NO.

78114. Texas Tech Univer­
sity is an Equal Employment 

Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action/American Disabilities 

Act Institution-

Are you interested in 
learning the 

Catholic Faith?
Do you wonder about 

the constant changes in 
the Catholic Church?
The Catholic Hour 

Radio Program
each Friday from 

3:00-4:30 pm 
KRFE - 580 AM, 

Lubbock

Is there a difference 
between the New M ass 

and the Latin M ass? 
Do you wander why 

there is a loss o f  
respect and the 

reverence in your  
Catholic Church?  

Com e see and hear the 
difference at

Xome see and hear the 
difference a?’

Corpus Christ! Roman 
(Catholic Church

1114 30th  S t., L ubbock  
Sunday  L atin  M ass 

at 9 :00  am  - 744-6363

lugares del mundo, cada vez le 
parece "m^s injusto lo que pasa 
en Colombia", e insistid en que 
es un "conflicto tan absurdo".

Al ser consultado sobre una 
presunta rivalidad con Shakira, 
aclard que no hay ningun tipo 
de diferencias con la cantautora 
de "Las caderas no mienten" y 
"L a to rtu ra" . "Ni siquiera nos 
conocemos lo suficiente", dijo 
el autor de "A Dios le pido", y 
"La vida es un ratico", e insistid 
en que por su parte "hay una 
gran admiracidn hacia ella en 
lo musical". "Su carrera ha sido 
impecable", agregd.

Juanes asegurd, por otra 
parte, que en su musica, en 
sus composiciones, lo que el 
publico ve y escucha hoy "es la 
consolidacidn de lo personal y 
lo artistico".

Insistid en que todavia tiene 
"muchos suenos" por realizar, 
y que jamds dejar^ de hacerlo 
pues "esa es la gasolina" que lo 
mantiene con vida.

Por ultimo, se mostrd en 
desacuerdo con que la admin- 
istracidn de Bogotd no le per- 
mitiese hacer el concierto en el 
estadio de futbol "El Campm" y 
recordd que en otros escenarios 
similares, dentro y fuera de 
Colombia, no ha tenido esas 
limitaciones.

Sin embargo, indicd que entre 
manana y el domingo ofrece 
presentaciones en un escenario 
aledano al que le negaron.

Anuncid, finalmente, que 
desde Colombia ira a cantar a 
Argentina, Chile, Uruguay y 
Bolivia, en fechas por precisar.

El Editor Newspaper 
#1 in news

Intervienen nuevamente a 
Emilio Navaira

El cantante de Tex-Mex sufiid 
una recaida a causa de una infec- 
cidn en el ci^neo que afectd su 
cerebro

Emilio Navaira tuvo que ser in- 
tervenido 
nueva­
mente la 
semana 
pasada en 
un hospital 
de San 
Antonio,
TX ,tras 
sufrir una 
recaida a 
causa de 
una infec- 
cidn en el 
crdneo que 
afectd su 
cerebro.

Tras
el ac- 
cidente 
automov- 
ihstico 
que sufrid 
el pasado 
mes de 
marzo, 
que lo dejd
en estado de coma, al cantante de 
Tex-Mex le habfa sido removido 
un pedazo de ci4neo para desin- 
flamar su cerebro. Sin embargo, 
segun reportd el programa de 
espectdculos El Gordo y la 
Flaca (Univisidn), una vez que le 
colocaron nuevamente el pedazo 
de c r^ e o , el cuerpo del intdrprete

de 46 anos lo rechazd, causando 
una infeccidn entre el hueso y el 
cerebro, por lo que tuvieron que 
quitirselo.

Segun informes, el musico
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tejano ten(M que permanecer un 
tiempo tomando antibidticos, y 
dentro de unos meses sei4 op- 
erado una vez m ^  para ponerle 
un pedazo de pldstico que le 
cubra el cerebro. Hasta entonces, 
su ci^neo tendrl un hueco, que 
estar^ cubierto por el cuero cabel- 
ludo.

Questions? Comments? 
Email us at eleditor@sbcglobal Jiet 

or caU 806-763-3841

Numero Uno Tejano H it Station

Jennifer "La Chistnosa'

Eddie "The Poo” Moreno
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Mornings on
Magic 93.7!

Miss a day....
Miss a iot!
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De La Hoya Reeig After Pacquiao Loss ■■ What's Next?

As Oscar De La Hoya was being 
taken to a hospital, the man whose 
fists had caused the damage stood 
at a podium inside a casino ball­
room to discuss their fight.

Manny Pacquiao was dressed 
nattily in a dark suit with his black 
hair combed neatly to one side, 
looking more like someone who 
was about to step out for a date 
than the boxer who had brought 
De La Hoya to surrender inside 
the ring one hour earlier.

Pacquiao spoke of how speed 
was "the king of the fight," how 
his quickness overcame size and 
reputation and proved to be the 
difference in his eight-round tech­
nical knockout of De La Hoya on 
Saturday at the MGM Grand.

And Pacquiao used the opportu­
nity to interject a personal thought.

De La Hoya, the 29-year-old 
Filipino said, "is still my idol."

Only De La Hoya now is a 
fallen idol.

The luster is off the Golden 
Boy, a point that Pacquiao 
made abundantly clear in his 
overwhelming victory over the 
former champ.

He landed 224 punches to 
83 for De La Hoya, who was 
so soundly beaten, his left eye 
nearly swollen shut, that he did 
not answer the bell for the ninth.

Calling It Quits
"I stopped the fight because 

I did not want him to leave 
his greatness in the ring," said 
De La Hoya's trainer, Nacho 
Beristain.

Beristain made official what 
most everyone inside the MGM

and a pay-per-view audience saw 
soon after the opening bell: that De 
La Hoya is no longer the boxer he 
once was. and that retirement might 
be his only recourse.

Pacquiao was the aggressor at all 
times, scoring almost at will.

"I knew from Round 1 we had 
him," said Pacquiao's trainer, Fred­
die Roach. "He had no legs.

"He was hesitant. He was shot."
Roach had an axe to grind. De 

La Hoya hired Roach as his trainer, 
then fired him after just one fight 
last year against Floyd Mayweather 
Jr. Now Roach sat in the opposite 
comer and delighted in the out­
come.

After Saturday's fight, when 
De La Hoya crossed the ring to 
congratulate Pacquiao, he turned 
to Roach and confessed, "You
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were right, Fred­
die. I don't have it 
anymore."

Roach said of 
De La Hoya at 
the postfight news 
conference: "He had 
a great career. But 
I would like to see 
him retire, because 
it's over."

Retirement Next? 
There has been no 

official word from 
De La Hoya on that 
just yet, though he 
had said beforehand 
that if he didn't de­
feat Pacquiao, "It's 
over." As it prob­
ably should be.

De La Hoya, 35, 
has regressed.

He has now fought 
just seven times 
since 2003, losing 
four of those bouts. 

He was never in it Saturday. 
Pacquiao kept to the game plan, 
forcing the fight to the middle of 
the ring in the early rounds and 
staying on the move to negate 
De La Hoya's jab. He increased 
the pressure in the seventh, ham­
mering De La Hoya with blows 
to the face and backing him 
into the ropes. Between rounds, 
the ring doctor examined De 
La Hoya but allowed the fight 
to continue. But the fight was 
gone from the former champion. 
"I was connecting with every­
thing," Pacquiao said. "He was 
connecting with nothing."

Said De La Hoya: "My body 
seemed not able to respond.

"I didn't have the strength to 
stop him."
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Analysis: Oscar De La 
Hoya gets comeuppance for 
dissing Julio Cesar Chavez

10 years ago
It was a little more than 10 

years ago that Oscar De La 
Hoya defeated Mexican legend 
Julio Cesar Chavez for the 
second time.

After his victory in which 
Chavez retired in his com er 
after the eighth 
round De La 
Hoya performed 
a victory dance 
that many Chavez 
loyalists took as 
disrespectful.

Over the years,
De La Hoya has 
more or less been 
resented by M exi­
can fans because 
o f his wins over 
Chavez. And
many couldn't wait for pay­
back.

They got it Saturday at the 
M GM  Grand.

Like Chavez a decade ago,
De La Hoya retired in his 
com er after the eighth round 
having been beaten to a pulp by 
pound-for-pound king Manny 
Pacquiao.

Also like Chavez, it was 
likely the end o f De La Hoya's 
career, as the younger, stronger 
Pacquiao made the "Golden 
Boy" look old and washed-up.

De La Hoya did not attend 
the [X)st-fight press confer­
ence after his crushing defeat 
Saturday. Golden Boy CEO 
Richard Schaefer spoke in De 
La Hoya's absence, saying that 
the defeated champion wanted 
to congratulate Pacquiao for a 
great fight and a great victory.

Schaefer said De La Hoya 
went to the hospital for precau­
tionary reasons.

Light heavyweight champ 
Bernard Hopkins, a business 
partner o f De La Hoya's, also 
spoke on the Los Angeles 
fighter's behalf.

"It is what it is," Hopkins 
said. "You have to give credit 
to Pacquiao for fighting a great 
fight. Oscar just didn't have it 
tonight."

Hopkins actually fielded 
questions about De La Hoya's

future in the sport, which looks 
hazy at best.

Hopkins said, "Oscar's the only 
one that can make that decision. 
Each t)Oxer knows when it's their 
time."

M eanwhile, Pacquiao entered
the press 
room to thun­
derous ap­
plause from 
his Filipino 
countrymen, 
dressed clas- 
sily in a suit 
and tie and 
staying true 
to his humble 
roots.

Pacquiao 
actually

wiped a tear from his eye after 
being informed that De La Hoya 
was at the hospital.

"Oscar was my idol," Pacquiao 
said. "He still is my idol."

Perhaps, but De La Hoya is 
clearly at the end o f the road.
He may have one more good­
bye fight. But the way he was 
systematically destroyed by Pac­
quiao Saturday one judge only 
gave him one round most people 
will will encourage De La Hoya 
to retire.

Hall o f Fame trainer Angelo 
Dundee, who was brought on to 
advise De La Hoya, was asked 
whether there was any advice he 
didn't take.

"Oscar was prepared and had 
trained to win," Dundee said. 
"But he ran into a better fighter 
tonight. That's boxing. Someone 
has to win."

Pacquiao did the winning — 
emphatically. He must now be 
considered one o f the greatest 
fighters o f his generation, and 
trainer Freddie Roach hailed him 
as a modern-day Henry Arm ­
strong, who won world titles at 
featherweight, lightweight and 
welterweight.

Pacquiao has now done the 
same, as he looks forward to 
showdowns with junior welter­
weight champ Ricky Hatton and 
former pound-for-pound king 
Floyd M ayweather Jr.
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Tamales, delicia para Navidad
••

i . ■'  '

>  '•

i - ft.'-- X  .
V ' ■'■ • >  "■

: a

•y <

A*

. • V  ' "
. - T r  V ' \

7 •■ ;

I # -
✓ V *

Guadalupe Neighborhood Association "Lights in Lubbock" 2008 winner is Irene 
Wilson of 214 Ave. L. Ms. Wilson will be representing Guadalupe Neighborhood on 

Friday, Dec. 12,2008, is the final judging from 6 to 10 pm. Photo by Lile Quirino

Los 'Riojas & Aguero' family got together over the this past weekend to have some 
good times during their adventure of making tamales. Bidal & Olga would like to

thank everyone that contributed to this great event.
" Happy Holidays & God Blessings to All"

Ahora que se acercan las fiestas 
navidenas, muchos tienen visiones 
de dulces de todos los colores, 
pero los inmigrantes mexicanos 
como Margarita Larios segura- 
mente suenan con comer alimen- 
tos mds sabrosos en las Posadas. 
Especialmente tamales.

Esa es la festividad, de nueve 
dias de duracidn, en la cual 
mexicanos rinden homenaje a la 
travesia biblica de Maria y de Jos6 
en busca de refugio en una tierra 
fo r^ea .

Para cada una de esas jomadas, 
desde el 16 de diciembre hasta el 
24, familias y amigos reviven la 
historia de la Navidad con cantos, 
procesiones a la luz de las velas y 
pinatas para los ninos.

Y la celebracidn no concluye 
hasta que se ofrece una comida 
que puede saciar al viajero m îs 
hambriento: moles oscuros, 
hechos con chocolates y pimien- 
tos. A eso se suman ponches 
calientes hechos con tejocotes, 
una fruta parecida a la manzana, 
y piloncUlos, bloques de aziicar 
de cana sin refinar. Pero el plato 
fiierte siguen siendo los tamales, 
dulces o salados, que se sacan 
calientes de grandes ollas.

“listed siempre tiene que 
acompanar el ponche con los 
tamales” , dice Larios, de 60 aiios, 
que ensena a fabricar tamales para 
las Posadas en un taUer de la orga- 
nizacidn cultural Mano a Mano, 
con sede en Nueva Yoric.

Manuel A. V ^ u e z ,  profesor 
de religiones de America Latina 
en la universidad de Florida, dice 
que durante las Posadas se sirven 
alimentos ricos en calorias y 
muy sabrosos pues simbolizan la 
abundancia.

El lo compara con servir 
comidas fuertes en festivales de 
la cosecha, tales como el Dia de 
Accidn de Gracias.

“Estd vinculado a la buena 
nueva del nacimiento de Cris- 
to” , dice Vdsquez. “Por lo tanto, 
hay gran cantidad de azucar y 
de grasa, para mostrar que el 
ano nuevo es un ano prdspero” .

Las Posadas, una festividad 
con un valor muy especial para 
el inmigrante, datan del siglo 
XVI, cuando sacerdotes catdli-

cos que intentaban evangelizar 
a los indios de M exico advirti- 
eron que 
podian 
ensenar- 
les la fe 
medi- 
ante la 
recre- 
aci6n de 
historias 
bfblicas.

Y una 
de las 
mds im- 
portantes
historias que intentaron mostrar 
de manera dram^tica los evan- 
gelizadores fue la Navidad. De 
alli emergieron las Posadas.

“Uno de los significados mds 
profundos de las Posadas es la 
lucha de los inmigrantes” , dice 
Timothy M atovina, un tedlogo 
y profesor de la universidad de 
Notre Dame. Segun M atovina, 
los inmigrantes mexicanos 
pueden ver c6mo sus historias 
personales se reflejan en los dos 
peregrinos biblicos.

Las Posadas son celebradas 
a trav6s de todo el suroeste de 
Estados Unidos y pr^cticamente 
en cualquier lugar donde alguna 
comunidad mexicana haya 
echado raices en el pais.

Uno de esos lugares es Chica­
go, donde el chef Rick Bayless 
ha ascendido a los rangos mds 
altos de la gastronomia mexi­
cana. Segiin Bayless los t ^ a -  
les, hechos con harina de maiz 
cocinada al vapor, acompanada 
de rellenos tales como cam e va- 
cuna o de polio, cebollas fritas, 
pimientos y otros ingredientes, 
envueltos en hojas de mafz o de 
pl^itano, son perfectos para esas 
ocasiones.

Los ingredientes para los 
tamales son bastante sencil- 
los. Si uno no vive cerca de un 
almac6n donde venden alimen­
tos mexicanos, posiblemente 
lo mds dificil ser^ conseguir 
harina de maiz y las hojas, 
aunque pueden adquirirse 
online. En cuanto a las hojas de 
pldtano, en ocasiones pueden 
comprarse en almacenes de 
productos ^ i^ tico s.

Para dar sabor a los tamales, 
generalmente se usa cam e

molida guisada con pimientos. 
Los tamales dulces se preparan 
con anan^ pisado y con pasas de 
uva que quedan hinchadas con 
el vapor. Pero la tradicidn per- 
mite toda clase de ingredientes, 
desde mariscos hasta zapallo.

Danny M ena, chef del restau- 
rante de Brooklyn Hecho En 
Dumbo, sugiere combinar mole 
poblano con pato, en lugar del 
tradicional pavo.

“Creo que el pato es m^s 
suculento y sabroso” , dice 
Mena.

En cuanto al tipo de grasa que 
se usa, dice Bay less, determina 
el sabor de los tamales, asi 
como su textura esponjosa. Su 
grasa favorita es la de cerdo, 
comprada en una cam iceria 
mexicana o alemana.

Bayless y otros chefs dicen 
que se puede comprar la grasa 
de cerdo en lata, si es dificil 
adquirir la grasa fresca. Otra 
posibilidad es la grasa vegetal. 
La manteca sin sal es apropiada 
para los tamales dulces.

Cuando la base es mezclada 
hasta que adquiere la consisten- 
cia de la masa de torta, y una 
bola logra flotar en agua fria, 
seguramente los tamales s e r ^  
muy esponjosos.

Es cierto que los tamales no 
son una comida para quien 
desea conservar la silueta. Bay­
less dice que cada vez que va a 
algiin lado y alguien le informa 
que est^ haciendo tamales con 
aceite de oliva extra virgen, la 
receta es un desastre.

“Es lo mismo que hacer medi- 
alunas de dieta” , senala.

Azelia Reyes celebrated her 8th Birthday with an ice 
cream cake on Monday with grandparents Bidal & 

Olga Aguero and other family members. 
Happy birthday to her and wish her well always --

"Hugs & kisses"!
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telefonos con 
pantallas sensibles 
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Recibe gratis una suscripcion por un mes a X M  Radio Mobile y 
Alltel Navigation en la compra de cualquier telefono nuevo. 
jApresurate! La oferta esta disponible por tiempo limitado.

wireless

Tiendas AlHal
• Estas tiendas ahora abren los domingos 

Levilland
• 409 E. Hwy. 1141 (806) 894-8004 

Lubbock
406 Slide Rd.|(806) 791-6444 

•3103 34th St. I (806) 797-2355
• 5217 82nd St. | (806) 798-0184
• 5610 W  Loop 2891 (606) 281-5000

Midland
2106 Rankin Hwy. | (432) 683-9800 

Odesee
3131 E. University Blvd. | (432) 363-9500

Pars cuentas ampresariales y gubarnamantales llama al 1-866-WLS-BIZZ 0 visita alltalbusinass.com

Plainvitw
• 1601 Kermit St. | (806) 293-7386 

Saminolt
200 s  Mam S t  I (432) 758-1200

Compra an las tiandas participantas;
Equipos y ofertas promocionales podrfan vanar 
en estas tiendas.

Brownfiald
Trio Wireless | (806) 637-0739 

Denver City
Southwest Comrn. I (806) 592-7496

Lamest
Trio Wireless I (606) 777-6538 
Venture Comm. | (806) 872-0316

Levellend
Reacbon Wireless | (806) 694-4003 

Lubbock
Absolutely Wireless I (806) 785-3488 
Trio Wireless I (806) 747-6999 
Trio Wireless I (606) 797-1290 
W ire less4U  1(806)795-0900 
Wireless Toyz | (806) 798-8300

Plainvitw
Reaction Wireless I (806) 296-0009 
Venture Comm. | (866) 291-9727

alltelsiempre.com 1-877-siempre

Post
Reaction W ire lesi^CC  | (606) 495-0277 

Seminole
Trio Wireless I (432) 758-9828 

Orgulloso Patrocinador de:

Aplicen impuestos federeles. estatales y locales. AdemSs. AIttal puede cobrer cargos mensuales por conectivided, cargos regulelorios. edministrativoe y por proporcioner el servicio 911 de hasta $2.19 y terifes federeles 
V estatales del Fondo de Servicio Universal (embes terHas varian segun el uso del cliente). Estas tarHas adicionelee pueden no ser impuestos 0 cargos requeridos oor el goblerno y estbn sujetos a cambios. Para obtanar 
mbs informacidn adicional acarca da tus impuastos, cuotas y tarifas. consutta a un represantarrta da sarvicio at clienta da AlIttI 0 tu factura maasual. Detallas dal Talbfono; Los telbfonos y los reembolsos que apliquen estbn 
disponible por tiempo limitado, hasta agotar existencias con la activacidn de un plan da tanfas que califique. El reembolso serb en forma de una taneta de regalo V IS A  Umitado a 1 reembolso por compra que califique. El telbfono 
puede ser devueho dentro de los primeros 15 dies de compra. Si el certificado del reembolso por correo ha sido presentado, Alltel devolverb el precio de la compra menos el monto del reembolso. El cliente tiene que pager 
los impuestos que apliquen. Consutta el certificado del reembolso para obtener m4s detalles. Raqearimientos dal Smart Choice Peck: Todos los clientes nuevos 0 existentes que activen 0 cembien a un aparato rmm-mmmm 

intehgente requenrbn comprar y mantener un Smart Choice Pack durante el tiempo estipulado en su contrato para celificar para obtener el telbfono al precio que se ofrece al estar dentro del contrato. Reyelo
Gratis: Se requiere 1a compra de un telbfono con capacidad. Pueden aplicar cargos por tiempo aire. XM  Radio no estb disponible para los aparatos inteligentas. Esta oferta solamante puede ser solicitada an Imea 
hasta el 6/30^. Visita www alttelgwp2008.com para conocar las restriccionas y los detalles comptetos. Informecibn adicional: Oferta por tiempo limitado an localidades participantes. Se requiere la aprobacidn 
del crbdfto y un telbfono aprobado Hay un cargo no reembolsabte da $25 por activacibn por linaa. Puede aplicar una tanfa de $200 por linea por cancelacidn prematura del contrato. Las ofertas estbn suietas a las 
Normas y Condiciones da Alltel pare Servicios da Comumcaciones, que estbn ditponibles en todas las tiandas Alltel 0 en alltel.com. Todas las marcas de productos y servicios indicados son los nombres, nombres 
comarciales, marcas comeroales y logotipos de sus corraspondientes propietanos. Las imbganas da las pantallas son simutadas. 02006 Alltel Communications, U.C. Todos los darechos reservados.

Information
Ôod̂


