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Noriega Makes Campaign A McCain flip-flop on inunigration?
Stop In Lubbock

Some 150 people attended the standing room
only rally held this past weekend to hear Rick
Noriega, candidate for U.SSenator from Tex-

as.

Comyn in the November election. In outlining

his campaign strategy,

though he expects to be outspent by his oppo-
nent, Noriega believes that he will win the race
because current polls show John Comyn with
an approval rating of less than 50%.
every incumbent Senator with an g>proval rat-

ing of less than 50% lost his reelection bid.

Robert Ricketts

Jim Laney to introduce Notriega said that he
was very pleased with the attendance. “I found
in Afghanistan to be

his service

giving him a significant advantage over his op-
ponent in evaluating what we should do about
the war. The military is under a lot of strain,
as evidenced by the difficulty we’re having

with retention.

pressures our soldiers face. That’s why he is
such a strong supporter of the troops and why
he is right to condemn his opponent for voting
against the.21st Century GI Bill, while whole-
heartedly supporting the administration’s con-

Noriega will face incumbent senator John

Noriega said that al-

introduced former Speaker

Noriega knows first-hand the

In 2006,

for directions.

tended a fund

Impressive,

Wind Power Center,
raising
Charles and Desire Dunn,
about 25 Democrats, Noriega add to fos saatcgy
for winning in the fall.

ductofthe wars in Irag and Afghanistan.

Noriega also touched on the economy-$4 gaso-
line is notjust an accident. It is the direct resultof
thisadministration’s policies. From taxes, to spend-
ing, to the conductofthe Irag/Afghan wars, the fis-
cal policies of this adm inistration are killing us. As
Congressman Noriega had said Tuesday morning
on the radio, with respectto the war and the econo-

my, the administration behaves like someone who
IS hopelessly lost, and soU refuses to stop and ask

Immediately following the rally at the Lubbock

Representative Noriega at-
reception at the home of
Before a gathering of

Because Obam”'Cnjoy” a

significant money advantage over McCain, Norie-
ga said he believes that Obama will spend signifi-

cant resources in Texas which will create a large
Afncan-Amencan turnout. Nonega is counting on
his Hispanic roots and surname to benefit him in
the Valley, South Texas and EIl Paso. He believes
that if he “holds his own” in West Texas, he will
prevail in November. Contributions can be made to

the Noriega campaign at www.ricknoriega.com

Rick Noriega, Veterans Blast Cornyn
for Playing Politics with Veteran Issues

sV eterans and families from across
the state of Texas delivered petitions
signed by thousands of Texans to
Senator John Comyn’s Houston,
Harlingen, Dallas, San Antonio and
Austin offices on Tuesday morning
at 10:30 AM, demanding Comyn
be a leader for veterans instead of
making decisions based on political
convenience. View the ’ petition
at  www.ricknoriega.com/petition
<http://www.ricknoriega.com/
petition>

Comvn came under fire from

Hutchison supported,
“Rick Noriega has always stood

with veterans - right from the
beginning and knows what it’s
like to serve his country,” said

Ernesto Eguia, a Staff Sergeant in
the U.S. Army. “This isjust another

example of John Comyn’s lack of

leadership: changing his position
based on political convenience
after opposing veterans benefits

time and time again. Texas families
know that this is too little too late

and John Comyn will surely get the

Publisher of El Editor Bidal Aguero weloomes Rick Noriegaito Luibbock fast Tuescky

Texas Senate candidate Rick
Noriega for his vote last month to
deny full education benefits to war
veterans - a vote that also spurred
outrage across the state from Texas
troops and their families. Only after
pressure firim constituents and the
Noriega campaign who collected
more than 5,500 petition signatures
did Comyn decide to support full
tuition Dbenefits for veterans. He
was one of only 22 Senators to
oppose the GI Bill initially, which
Texas’ senior Senator Kay Bailey

message come November.”

‘Texas troops, veterans and
families need a Senator who will
have their backs every time and
fight for them - and Johnny-come-
lately Comyn just isn’t cutting it,”
said Holly Shulman, press secretary
of the Rick Noriega for Senate
campaign. “For nearly a decade
Rick Noriega has fought to ensure
Texas veterans and their families
got the benefits they deserve in the
Texas State House and he will fight
for them in the U.S, Senate.”

US Senate candidate and five

term Texas State Representative

ht

been a strong proponent of the 2 1st
Century GI1 bill which would give

today’s war veterans an education
benefit similar to the one given
to World War H veterans and has
veterans benefits
including the expansion of tuition
transferability while

advocated for

in the Texas

House.

The original GI1 bill is credited
with creating the modem day
middle class and would also

provide an economic boost that
would benefit America’s anemic
economy. This Sunday marked the

64th anniversary of the signing of
A9 -1

Now Celeorating 31
years, Onfte net

by Rick Pearson

Sen. Barack Obama’s presidential cam-
paign is going after Republican rival Sen.
John McCain, questioning whether the
Arizona senator is offering contradictory
language on the hot-button issue of im-
migration reform following a closed-door
meeting McCain held with activists during
a recent trip to Chicago.

The criticism leveled by Robert Gibbs,
Obama’scommunications director, marked
a day of accusations between the Obama
and McCain camps over which presump-
tive presidential nominee is more guilty
of political doublespeak-a shorthand way
to describe pandering versus tmth telling.
The Obama camp’s move may be aimed at
deflecting criticism the Democratic candi-
date said one thing-promising to negotiate
a pact with McCain on public financing-
and did another by rejecting it.

In the aftermath of McCain’s closed-
door visit with more than 100 Hispanic
leaders on Wednesday-sandwiched into
a ftmdraising visit by the Republican con-
tender-a conservative anti-illegal immi-
gration activist who attended the meeting
contended McCain was offering conser-
vatives one view of immigration reform
while telling Latinos another.

In the meeting, attendees said McCain
promised that, if elected. Congress would
pass a comprehensive immigration re-

form bill. That’s anathema to people like

Rosanna Pulido, the director of the Illinois
Minuteman Project, who attended the
event Pulido said McCain used the phrase
“comprehensive immigration reform”
three times. “To me, it’s a code word for
amnesty” for illegal immigrants to gain
citizenship, she * d.

I"Mo, who iIs of Mexican decen”c-

N\ N N

immigration reform in his 15-minute
speech Another attendee, Democratic D-

linois state Sen. Martin Sandoval from
Chicago’s Southwest Side and an elected
Hillary Qinton delegate, met privately
later with McCain. He said McCain’s re-
marks about immigration reform in the

forum only lasted about 90 seconds

Arizona senator talked more

VAN

Pulido and Sandoval don’t get along at
all and Pulido has dubbed Sandoval the
“godfather” of the illegal immigration
movement into the state.

“He’s one John McCain in front of white
Republicans and he’s a different John Mc-
Cain in front of Hispanics,” Pulido said,
echoing remarks she made earlier to the
AP. But Sandoval said Pulido’s comments
and the resulting fallout over his own meet-
ing with McCain were an “overreaction”
and that he told the Republican contender

Long time Civic Leader,

LULAC and Gl Fonim

member CCIC-brateS

80th!

Pete Garza has probably served in many of-
ficer positions in the Lubbock chg)ters of the
American Gl Forum and LULAC and he has
always be thought of as the hardest worker and
the most dedicated. Pete will celebrate his 80th
birthday this coming weekend starting with a
Mass this Saturday at 5 pm at St. Joseph Church
in Lubbock. A reception for Pete will follow at
the Union Hall located at 1101 31st. We at El
Editor congratulate him on his birthday and
wish him many more to come.

Gorditas, tamales, bunitos and more are the menu of the day in the Si Josqrh Jamaica held this
past weekend. One of the outstanding jamaica sthis coming weekend will be at SL.Teresa in

Carlisle. Everyone is welcome

the same thing he would tell Obama-’No-
body should take for granted the Latino
community.”

Pulido has been vocal in her criticism of
immigration refonn efforts. Among the U-
linois Minuteman’s Web site’s features is

an article discussing the likely success of a
U.S. military-led coup of the federal gov-
ernment as a result of illegal immigration
and the war in Iraq. Pulido also has main-
tained that increases of up to 90 percent in
the property taxes of Chicago-area Cook
County homeowners were due to the costs
of bilingual education and the costs of pro-
viding health and other services to illegal
immigrants.

There are a couple of issues ofinterest
here.

Obama has had difficulty attracting His-
panic voters who flocked to his vanquished
rival Sen. Hillary Clinton’s campaign.
Now, the Obama campaign is relying on
criticism leveled by a Republican con-
servative activist who has referred to the
presumptive GOP nominee as “Juan Mc-
Cain” to push their criticism of McCain
doubletalk.

The Obama push may help drive some
conservatives who already have raised red
flags about McCain further away. McCain
led a failed push for immigration reform
that included a pathway to citizenship
for illegal immigranls but the proposal
met witfr* overwhelming public outcry,
particularly among Republicans. But it is
questionable whether the criticism helps

Obama with the Hispanic audience he is

trying to draw.

Pulido said she found it ironic that the
Obama campaign would try to use the
Immigration meeting and criticism of Mc-
Cain for political advantage.

“(Obama) really has little room to say
anything because the only person who has
a worse record than John McCain on im-
migration is Barack Obama, selling out his
own people, the African-Americans who
suffer more at the illegal immigration cri-
sis than any Americans,” she said. “Those
people have just suffered more, their jobs
and benefits and all that. It’s really shame-
ful that he is using it because his record is
absolutely shameM.”

As for McCain, Pulido said, “He has
lost his way in the Republican Party. | am
a conservative before 1 am a Republican
and | am at the breaking point, like other
Republicans are. There is such a backlash
with John McCain.”

The Obama campaign cited a Jan. 30
debate among the GOP presidential rivals
in which they contended McCain said he
would not vote for his immigration reform
measure today because the American peo-
ple made it clear that border security was
their top priority. “It was just one of several
examples through out the week of John
McCain being in a tortured debate with
John McCain,” Gibbs said.

Other examples. Gibbs said, was
McCain’s reveisal on off-shore oil drill-
ing, telling Hillary Clinton supporters
last weekend that he had no litmus lest
for federal judges despite telling abortion
opponent and one-time GOP presiden-
tial candidate Gary Bauer the opposite in
2(XX). Bauer told the (Thristian Broadcast-
ing Netwoik’s David Brody that McCain,
whom Bauer now supports, never made
such a commitment in 2(XX).

The Obama campaign also said that Mc-
Q in surrogate Carly Fiorina, in an *peal
to Clinton’s female supporters, noted that
the Arizona senator “has never signed onto
efforts to overturn Roe v. Wade,” the land-
mark Supreme Court decision on abortion.
But McCain, in a February 2007 visit to
the early GOP primary state of South Claro-
lina, said he believed the decision should
be reversed.

Gbbs termed Friday “the end of pander

JVen®s Briefs

ACLU SuesDepartmentOfHomeland
Security For Information On Deaths

INn

Immigration Detention Centers

WASHINGTON - The American Civil Liberties Union today sued the Department of
Homeland Secunty (DHS), Immigration and (Customs Enforcement (ICE) and the DHS
Office of the Inspector (jeneral (OIG) fH' refusing to turn over thousands of public docu-
ments in their possession detailing the deaths of immigration detainees held in U.S. custody.
The federal lawsuit, filed in the U.S. District Court for the District of Colum-
bia, comes aftCT repeated rejections by DHS officials of requests by the ACLU for
critical informalion about the deaths of dozens of people in immigration detention.
The lawsuit seeks a court ordCT requiring DHS to expedite the process-
ing of the document request and conduct a reasonable search of the re-
In its possession in an effort to fully comply with the AdU’s requests.
“We know diat die medical care provided in many immigration detention centers Is
grossly inadequate and has resulted in unnecessary suffwing and death,” said Elizabeth
Alexander, Director of the ACLU National Prison Project “DHS must nrt be allowed
to keq) information about in-custody deaths secret. It is imperative that ICE be held pub-
licly accountable when it fails to provide the health care mandated by the U.S. Constitution.”
Deficient medical care is believed to be a leading cause of death in immigration detention, and
Is the number one complaint the ACLU has received from ICE detainees.

Leading Civil Rights Organizations United in Op-
sition to NCLB Recess Until Reauthorization Act

Washington, D.C. — The No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Recess Until Reauthraiza-
tion Act (HJI. 6239) was not offaed as an amendment to the fiscal 2009 appropriations
bill for the educatiem, labor, and health and human service departments, thanks in part to
the strong opposition of many of the Nation’s most important civil rights organizations.

The proposed bill would suspend school inpovement requirements and send a dis-
couraging message-that it is aa'eptable for some children to continue attending sub-
stand”™ schools, the majority of which serve minority and low-income students.
“It is a victory that this amendment, which runs counter to the intent of federal polities to
improve deficient schools, was not considered by the approixiations subcommittee last wedc

We will continue to stand united in opposing any futtire attempts by Congress to afpove
this devastating legislation,™ said Peter Zamora, Washington, DC, regional counsel of the
Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund (MALDEF). “With its passage,
teadiCTs, school administrators, and community leaders working hard to improve toe situation
in their classrooms would be placed in ‘suspended animation.” Given the greater likelihood
that they will be enrolled in undegjerforming schools, students of color would suffer toe most”
Joining MALDEF in opposing H.R. 6239 are fellow members of toe Campaign for High
School Equity: the National Irilian Education Association, Southeast Asia Resource Action
Center. Alliance for Excellent Education, National Urban League, and the National Council
of La Raza. These groups agree that toe law, as proposed, abandons the focus on irapoving
education for low-inanne and minority students and codifies the status quo.

Earn points to receive “free” baby items by partidpatmg in prenatal educational classes.
liese sessioos are offered on thunlays fnm 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the smk conference room
1318 broadway.

class schedule July
10 - stork’s nest & you & keeping yourself healthy
17 - eating healthy & the no’s of pregnancy
24 - warning signs & toe big day
31 -caring fix your baby
United Blood *rvices has issued a critical appeal for all blood types. Thoe isnotenough
blood on the shelves to fill hospital needs for negative blood types (0-, B-, A-, and AB-)
and many other types including 0 + are on very limited supply.
Security Stale Bank will be hosting a blood drive tomorrow, * m  11-3. We will have several
door prizes and would love to have anyone able, to donate blood. This is such acritical time in
Lubbock. Please give the gift of life!!! 7801 (Quaker Blood Drive: Thursday, June 26th
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Raclal Equality?

A recent story In the Texas Tech’s Daily Toreador recounts the Junteenth pa-
rade with a story title that somewhat confused us. “Juneteenth parade, celebra-
tion commemorates racial equality in Lubbock” The story written by Mia Walters
goes on not to report “racial equality” in Lubbock but rather to report about the
normality of a parade: the cars, the floats, the horses, the cows, uh error, no, there
\WEre no COWS.

The story in several paragraphs points out the reporter’s and the parade on-look-
ers disappointment of the lack of diversity in the crowd. Ashley Harlzog, Texas
Tech Masked rider was quoted as observing that with most of the people at the
parade being African-American, she thought it could have been more diverse, but
that did not impede anyone’s enjoyment Armida Rosiles, a South Plains College
professor of American minority studies, said she was unimpressed at the amount
of support firam organizations at Tech as well as the lack of diversity within the
audience.

The story continues to report basically on this theme of the parade with at times
mentioning the lack of diversity. Nowhere in the story does it even mention equal-
ity In Lubbock.

We can only surmise that the story’s editor who is normally in charge of set-
ting headlines thought that it might attract more attention than “Juneteenth Parade
Held in Lubbock.” Well the original title certainly attracted our attention.

We might add here that we do not criticize the writer’s story only the title and
its implications. We question is how a parade can reflect “Lubbock’ equahty” as
well as whether there really is equality in Lubbock.

The question can lead to a litany of topics that could be discussed and reported
on in El Editor including equality in employment opportunities, educational op-
portunities and economic opportunities including housing availability.

The first, employment opportunities, is fairly easy to analyze. We can visibly
see the Inequities by bankers, our police officers and many other upper level man-
agement professional opportunities. For the most these inequalities have been
traditionally blamed on lack of available minority professionals. The old adage
of “we just can’t find the people” Is heard over and over firom those In charge
yet many of us have friends that although they have professional degrees cannot
find jobs In Lubbock. This writer can personally count a half dozen professionals
available for work that are caught in this situation and have to settle for jobs for
which they are over-qualified.

The second of these issues that needs to be discussed, the inequality educational
opportunities can also be easily determined. Wehave only to look at TAAS scores
and the difference In achievement between “minority” school and “majority”
schools to see that there Is definitely something wrong in how children are being
taught in separate parts of town. At the upper level of educational opportunities,
again the dissimilarity between minority and majority enrollment figures is very
distinguishable. With the freshman enrollment being reported as progressing a
University brochure reports that African American.enrollment is up 22 to 155
students and Hispanic enrollment is up 63 to 463. An improvement, yes but we
can be assured that the total enroliment is still far below reaching parity compared
to Lubbock and West Texas’ population figures.

The final Issue, economic opportunities, Is the issue that must be discussed not
using official figures, but simply asking questions. 1 Does a minority business
have the same degree of probability of success as a “majority” business? 2. s
money from lending institutions as readily made available to minority business-
persons as it Is to the majority? 3. Is money from lending institutions made as
available to businesses doing business or planning to do business in minority
neighborhoods as it is for businesses planning to do business in West Lubbock?
The list of questions could be endless but the bottom line, as lending institutions
would say, is that economic opportunity remains measurably different for minori-
ties In Lubbock than those available to the majority.

Conclusively, what can we say about equality in Lubbock? For sure we can say
that the Juneteenth parade far, nor was it meant to, exhibit, any type of sameness
between races and ethnic groups in Lubbock. For sure we can say that is only a
dream for minorities and should be a rationally attainable goal for whatever pow-

ers that be who control the status quo of how things are now.
Exitorials are the gpinions and viens ofB - Ediitors editorial board. The board corsists of Puo-
lisher Bicel AgLero; Business Vaneger Olga AgLero; andeditorial wiriter Abel Onz. Theviens
exressadhereare stinctly those of El Editoranddo not represent the viens of E Ediitor’sadvertis-
ersor anyone else associated with Bl Editar.
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is a weekly bilinjguai newspa”r published by Amigo Publications in Lubbock
and MidlandO(fesa Texas. ElI Editor has been published on a weekly basis
since 1977. Our physical address for overnight delivery is 1502 Ave. M in
Lubbock, TX 79401. El Editor is available on the inlerael at httpiwww.eledi-
lor.com and is distributed throughout West Texas in retail outlets. Opinions
expressed in El Editor are those of the individual writer and not necessanly
those of the publisher or the advertisers. Advertising information available by
emailing us ateledilor@sbcglobal.net or by calling us at 806-763-3841 Opinions
and commentanes are welcome and can be sent to the same email addr”s. All
opinions and letters to the editor must contain the writer’s name, address and
pnone number but name can be withheld at the writer’s request. Address and
telephone number will not be published.

Publisher Bidal Aguero
Business Manager
Olga Rio{as Aguero
Contributing Columnist Abel Cruz
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“El (e Picacon la Cola”

Y sejuntaron los democratas para darle la bienvenida al candidato
para el Senado de los Estados Unidos alii porel Windmill center. Ah
y antes que se me olvide, le rccomendo a todo el publico que visite el
lugar tan bonito y lleno de molinos de viento desde los mas antguos a

los mas modemos y mas que nada bastante entretenido.

Ah perocomo les estaba contando que se juntaroon todo los
democratas incluyendo bastante gente de las uniones. EI Sr. Noriega
nos dio una buena platica sobre su trabajo como soldado y com el
y mas que nada su familia estan sufriendo pa’peliaren una guerra
injusta y sin razon. Dijo que el trabajaria pa’terminar la guerra nomas
que fuera eleclo como Senador. NO deje de registrarse asi puede

volaren Novienmbrec.

Ah pero no les conte lo que me dijo Bidal que cuando estaba man-
dando las invitaciones de bienvenida a Noriega le habia contestado
la Linda que cuantas veces iba mandar la nota. Pue se me hace le que
hubiera mandado una mas porque no se vido alii pero si handaba el
del telefono color de rosa que quizar la andaba representando.

&let

o0 Lle

AL eole N

Va hacer bastante interesante cuanlo Hispanos va a verdaderamele
apoyara Obama aqui en el oeste de Texas. Se me hace que todavia

hay un poco de disgusto entre Chicanos y Negros aqui. La semana
proxima lo estaremos examinando. Si dene algun comentario sobre
esto mandelo a eleditor@ sbcglobal y lo publicaremos. O realmente si
tiene cualquier comentarios sobre nustro periodio no deje de escri-
birlo y mandarlo. Mi papael mero Alacran decir. “El que no habia ni

Dios lo escucha. Hasta la proxima!

El Editor

Informing-Educating
Creating Action. The Job of a Real Newspaper of

RECORD

I1t’s Obama’s Election to Lose

By Ysidro Gutierrez

All the early polls are indicating
that the American people will elect
Democrat Barack Obama in No-
vember. Usually people on the los-
ing side of a poll will question their
accuracy but if poUs are scientific,
they are usually accurate predictors
within a 3 point margin oferror. All
the polls this week are far above the
margin of error in favor of Obama
It’se”y atthis date to predictAmer-
ica will make history in November
and elect its first African American
President. Obama’s ranking is due
largely to one compelling reason:
His promise to “Change” Wash-
ington D.C. |If this is true it means
Americans are sick and tired of the
inside-the-beltway politics.

This election, Americans
ample reasons to vote the bums
out. The bum in question is George
Bush with the lowest approval rat-
ing in history of less than 20%. This
commentator believes that George

have

Bush is solely responsible for mak-
ing Barack Obama possible.

From January 2000 to January
2007, the Republican’s ruled W ash-
ington D.C. They controlled the
W hite House, Senate, and House of
Representatives. During these six
years disaster reigned. The Bush

administration has many failures

to its name but in thiscommenta-
tors opinion the FIVE big failures
are:

1. The George Bush, policy of
preemptive war. The faded lIraq
war strategy 90% of Ameri-
cans believe the strategy iswrong.
Retire military leaders who
served in lIraq are critical of the

And, former White House
Press Secretary Scott McClellan
wrote a scathing conderhnation
of how the decision to go to war
in his book “What Happened”
And there is the question of the
quagmire in Afghanistan - after
10 years of war in Afghanistan
the Soviet Union collapsed - will
this happen to the U.S.?

2. TTie National Debt of $50
trillion and years of budget defi-
cits. The Bush px)licy of bor-
row and spjend was criticized by
Conservatives who likened it to
spending by drunken sailors. The
policy include carrying the cost
of the war with its trillion dollar
price tag off the books. The Bush
administration piolicy of “borrow
and spiend” will be a burden on
Americans for decades to come.

war.

3. The con.stant disregard of the

US Constitution.

4.Aneconomy inrecession - with
inflation tearing at families basic
food budgets.

5. No px)licy for energy indepen-

dence - this is the Bush adminis-
tration’s greatest failure America is
more vulnerable and has more en-
emies because of this failure.

In poll after px)Il the majority
of Americans say that the U.S. is
headed in the wrong direction.
Americans are ready for “Change.”

Americans have these five and

many more reasons to vote for
the candidate who promises to
“Change” all this. Obama strategy
hinges on Americans will not vote
formore ofthe same. John McCain

isdoing everything to distance him -

self from Geoige Bush who is px>-

litical px)ison.

Barack Obama’s task is to con-
vince the American pjeople that he
Is authentic and not just another
smooth talking piolitician who is
skilled at playing the game. Over
the next four months John McCain
will try to convince Americans that
Obama is no different than Michael
Dukakis who was the Democratic
candidate of “Change” in 1988 and
lost overwhelmingly to the elder
George Bush.

The Obama team is already
demonstrating great political skill
with pjreemptive moves to silence
the opposition on some of his per-
ceived vulnerabilities. Obama said
of himself (paraphrased), “People
will be told to fear his vulnerabili-
ties; his youth, inexperience, race,
funny name and feisty wife.”

W ith political savvy bom of old
style Washington insiders. Con-
servatives are asking, “Is this real
change or more of the same?” Re-
gardless of one’s view it’s really
great stuff - smart too.

George Bush gave us preemptive
war, it’s only fair if Obama uses
preemptive politics.

| predict the Obama team’ next
preemptive move will be to silence
the opposition on the question of
his “Voting Record” which Conser-
vatives criticize as the most Liberal
in Washington. Conservatives be-
lieve they can make the “ultra-Lib-
eral” label stick to Obama. In 1972
the ultra-liberal Democrat George

McGovern lost overwhelming to
Richard Nbcon.
There is also the single issue

voter. The pro-life vote will also go
after what they consider is an ex-
treme piro-choice Obama record. It
will be interesting to see the Obama
team’s maneuvers against this op>-
px)sition. W ashington insider’s
consider the pro-life voters to have
negligible impact on the election
and are therefore largely ignored
by candidates. On June 23, 2008
a Pew Research Center’s Forum on
Religion and Public Life suggests
Americans are “Diverse” in the
way they interpjret the teachings of
their religion.

Obama is favored to win in No-
vember unless the opposition can
cast enough doubt in the mind of
voters on Election Day. If Obama
loses the election it will be because
Americans are convinced that h”is
loo “young, inexpierienced, has a
funny name, black and has a feisty
wife.”

With 4 months until the election
most commentators wouldn’t dare
try lo pjredict what will happjen in
November. In political terms, four
months is an eternity. Anything can
change - everything can change.

Page 2

"Freedom of Expression”

An Open Forum Where Readers

aregularguest on the pages ofthis rengoe- . - ..
Ly vears b o ., Express their Views and Opinions

Submitted to eleditor(g>sbcglobm.net

Sometimes....

| don’t know about you, but I’'m ready to startenjoying summer!
The swimming pxols are open, my kids are getting a golden crisp tan,
and my house is a mess. But you know what? | enjoy my kids being at
home, letting them sleep late, and seeing them raid the refrigerator like

there’s no tomorrow. I guess I could complain about how much they

eat, about stupid gas prices that keep going up and up, oreven about
the house from hell. But l won’t, because sometimes you’ve just got to
take a step back and enjoy the little pleasures in life. And yes, to me, one
of the most important pleasures in life includes seeing my kids be kids.
My husband and | have been blessed with good kids. Kids who try hard
during the school yaer and who, as of yet, have not strayed into the use
of drugs or alcohol or a million other bad things.

Sometimes, | look into their room before | go to work and see
them sleeping so soundly. Sometimes, I’ll sit back and see them
watching cartoons like little children, laughing and lost in the silliest
conversations. Sometimes, | catch them and my husband rough housing
on the carpet like a lion with his cubs.

Sometimes, we all just have to enjoy the things in life that, if they
don’t matter the most, they should. Enjoy the laughter of a child, the
innocence of a child, the love shared between siblings, the love of a

father, the joy in seeing your child eat a messy delicious ice cream. Oh, |
could go on forever in the things we should be taking joy in

Sometimes, we should just take a deep breath and release all of our
worries, our hatred, our disgust with the world and those around us.
Sometimes we should remember thata child in his or her purest form

are in fact, reflections of God.

PS. Don’tworry, the world will be there tomorrow. But for today, enjoy

Summer!
RMS

Obama Rumors

Dear Friends,

Right now. Fox News is trying to paint Barack Obama as foreign,
un-American, suspicious, and scary. They’re trying to send Americans
the message that our country’s first viable Black candidate for President

IS not “one of us.”

|’ve joined on to ColorOlGhange.oig’s campaign to push back on Fox,
publicly demanding they stop their race-baiting and fear mongering.
If that doesn’t work, then we’ll go to their advertisers and the FCC.

| wanted to invite you to sign on as well.

It takes only a moment:

http://www .colorofchange.oig/foxobama/?id=2290-550030

Here’s what happened recently:

After Senator Obama won the nomination, he and his wife gave each
other a “pound” in front of the cameras. Fox anchor E.D. Hill called the

act of celebration a “terrorist fistjab.

” Then last week, a Fox

News on-screen graphic referred to Michelle Obama as “Obama’s

baby

mama”—slang used to describe the unmarried motherofa man’s child.

It was a clear attempt to associate the Obamas with negative cultural
stereotypes about Black people, an insult not only to Michelle Obama
butto women and Black people everywhere.

After each of the incidents mentioned. Fox issued some form of weak

ap)ology. But what does it mean when you slap someone in the face,
apologize the next day, then slap them again on the third? It means

the apology is meaningless.

These aren’t one-time incidents-they’re part of a pattern that

continues no matter how often Fox is forced to apologize.

Fox has

a clearrecord of attacking and undermining Black institutions. Black

leaders, and Black pjeople in general.

Ifwe don’t push back now, we will see more of the same fixim now
until November. Please join me in helping to bring an end to Fox’s

behavior.
Thanks.
http://www.colorofchange.org

“Freedom ofExpression- is a weeklyfeature ofEI Editor. We invite
readers to submit their letters, commentaries and opinionsfor pub-
lication. All submissions will be subject to our editorialpolicies and
practices; and may be edited due to space limitations. Submissions may

THE POWER OF FAMILY

By Esther j.Cepeda

Hispanic Link News Service

Almost everyone dislikes stereotypes, but
there are some similarities, some charactois-
tics so strong, that it’s fair to say they general-
ize for all age groups across Hispanic culture,
Latin American countries, and socio-economic
strata.

That one is love of family.

A few will roll their eyes at this old saw, but
some stereotypes really hold tme.

Try this experiment for yourself; next time
you’re with a group that has a Latino in it, ask
members of the group what they would do if
they won a million bucks.

| can almost guarantee you the Hispanic will
be the one to say without hesitation, “Buy my
parents a house.”

(jeorge Burciaga, a Chicago kid from the
Pilsen district who has hit it big - is no differ-
ent.

He was brought to my attention as a “aaahh,
life as it should be" subject because his wildly
successful Chicago-based tech boutique,
smarTECHS;jiet (http7/smartechs.nct/) is nota
“successful Hispanic business.” It’s a successful
business which happens to be Latino-owned.

This month George is being honored as Illi-
nois’ Small Business Person of the Year —and
not for nothin’, either. He leads a team of 24
tech wizards of all races, ethnicities and back-
grounds in a 10-year-old. $9 million venture
that offers Information Technology services to
businesses all over the country. He launched it
out of his tworoom apartment as a 23-year-
old.

“| started off consulting as an intern at a 6-
nancial institute, and one day | asked my boss;
“If I came in as a business would you hire me?’
He said ‘yes’and a week later | walked into his
office with my incorporation papers and he al-
lowed me the opportunity.”

It took Burciaga, now 33, all of two seconds
to tell me why he even dreamed of getting uito
technology - a field well-known to be sen-
ously m need of quahfied Latinos - and why
he decided to take the risk of being a business
OWner.

“It had nothing to do with technology' | was
raised in Pilsen by my grandparents who were
very poor, and my entire goal was to move
them out of their neighborhood. Pilsen at the
time Nws not the Pilsen we know now - my
uncle \Nas shot ui the street” Burciaga said. “I
saw my grandparents taking a beatmg by work-
ing two jobs and dealing with the

drugs and violence... | simply saw die technol-
ogy niche, which wasn’t oversaturated, as the
oppcHtunity.”

Niche?

“Well at the time there woen’t a whole lot of
IT companies, not even
just by Latinos, back then (the late *90s) it was
a fresh, new, cutting-edge
market Today I’m trying to build the Latino
growth within FT, it’s very low, as it was then,
but we’re a great firm that haj™iens to be Latino,
not a Latino firm that became great | never
levmged that and said, ‘Hey, I’m Hispanic.’ |
kicked the doex open and
| do a hell ofajob.”

Indeed, he’s done such a good job that in April
of this year he finished second in the National
Small Business Person of the Year competi-
tion, which came with a trip to Washington,
D.C., and dinner with President Bush. THe
congratulated me and then gave a teaUy long
speech on the importance of small business to
the country.”)

Now that smarTECHS.net is a resounding

success and the grandparents got their dream
home, George is off to open opportunities for
other kids to follow in his footsteps.
“We’re launching ‘smarTECHS on Campus’
at Robert Morris College this fall. We’re cre-
ating IT residents who train like doctors do in
a hospital. We’ll be opening a 3,(X)0-square-
foot facility on campus where the kids will
train, then they’ll come to us for 10-12 weeks
and we’ll fill their skill gap before they leave
school by putting them nght in the line of real
fire with real clients who will participate. It’s
an opportunity to connect peo(” and actually
bring technology into the community; I’'m so
excited about iL”

I’m sure his family is thrilled, too.

(Based in Chicago, journalist Esther J. Cepeda
self-syndicates two columns weekly. She is a
director at the Giicago-based United Naghbor-
hood Organization. Reach her cate of
www.600words.com.) ©2008
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Mana apoya la soberama b

Las campanas de los aspirantes
presidenciales John McCain vy
Barack Obama, republicano y
demdcrata, respectivamente, in-
tensihcan a partir de esta semana
sus esfuerzos para acercarse a
Uderes religiosos, politicos y co-
munitarios hispanos que a su vez
los dardn a conocer mejor entre la
comunidad latina a trav” del pals.

Hoy mi~rcoles se espera que los
directores de campaha de Obama
y McCain, David Plouffe y Rick
Davis, respectivamente, participen
de foros con los h'deres religiosos
y comunitarios en la conferencia
de Esperanza USA, lared evang6-
lica hispana mfc grande de EU.

“Yaque es aho de elecciones
presidenciales, decidimos que en
vez de iral Cqiitolio a abogar
por nuestra comunidad hispana,
nuestros representantes nacionales
deberian visitamos a nosotros”,
afirmd el Reverendo Luis Cortfe,
Jr., presidente de Esperanza.

Dias ati4s Cort” fue uno de los
m ~ de 40 lideres religiosos de

todo el pais que se reunieron con

Obamaen Chicago.

Cortes dijo entonces a La Opin-

iI6n que Obama tiene que hacer

para acercarse a lacomunidad
hispana. Asi como habl6 ante el
American lIsrael Public Affairs
Committee (AIPAC) y dijo que
habia que limar las asperezas entre
las comunidades afroamericanay
judiaen EU, lo mismo debe hacer
con lacomunidad hispana, indicd
Cortds.

Esperanza celebra manana su
Desayuno Nacional de Oracidn.

Aunque en el proceso primarista
demdcrata los votantes favoreci-
eron a la senadora Hillary Clinton
sobre Obama, diversos sondeos
recientes dan a Obama una ventaja
sobre McCain en el favor de los
votantes hispanos.

De ahi la importancia de que
Clinton haga campaha en favor de
Obama entre los diversos sectores
que la apoyaron, incluyendo los
hispanos.

Mananajueves, Clinton sei4 la
oradora central en el almuerzo de
la conferencia anual de la Asocia-

M exico reforms Its
justice system

President Felipe Calderon on
Tiiesday signed landmark jucheial
legislation that allows U.S.-
style public trials and creates a
presumption of innocence for the
accused.

Under the long-awaited consti-
tutional amendments, guilt or in-
nocence no longer will be decided
behind closed doors by aJudge
relying on written evidence.

Prosecutors and defense lawyers
will argue their cases in court, and
Judges must explain their deci-

sions to defendants.
"Now we can offer citizens a

more transparentJudicial system
that respects human rights and
protects your rights with more

speed and efficiency,"” Calderon
said.

The law is expected to take
effect Thursday. But itis unclear
how quickly pubhc trials will
begin. The law says the changes
must be implemented by 2016.

Thousands of lawyers and Judg-
es must be trained on the logistics
of holding a trial. Courthouses
must be modihed to make room
for participants.

It probably will take even longer
to change the treatment of the ac-

cused in Mexico, where suspects are
routinely paraded before cameras

- sometimes holding weapons they
are accused of using incrimes ~ even
before they have been charged.
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cidn Nacional de Funcionarios
Latinos Electos y Designados
(NALEO) que se celebra esta
semana en esta capital.

Clinton comienza a hacer
campaha con Obama este viemes
en Unity, New Hampshire. Su
esposo, el ex presidente Bill Clin-
ton, otra figura conocida y querida
entre los hispanos, anuncid ayer
que hariicampaha en favorde
Obama para garantizar que gane
la Casa Blanca.

McCainy Obama hablar”, por
separado, ante la conferencia de
NALEO este sdbado y tambidn
se reunir™in con h'deres de la
organizacidn que agrupa a mis de
cinco mil funcionarios hispanos
de todo el pais.

Del 7 al 12 de Julio la Liga de
Ciudadanos Latinoamericanos
Unidos (LULAC) celebra su
convencidn anual en esta capital y
ya McCain confirmd su asistencia
al evento.

Asimismo, a mediados de Julio
Obamay McCain asistirin a la

convencidn anual del Consejo

On the Internet -www. eleditor.com

rasilena sobre

Nacional de la Raza (NCLR) en
San Diego, California.

La asistencia de McCain a los
eventos de NALEO,LULAC Yy
NCLR denotan “su esfuerzo de
continuar la lai™a relacidn que
tiene con lacomunidad latina”,
inched a La Opinidn Hessy
Femindez, portavoz de McCain.

“Esto representa una oportuni-
dad para que los latinos conozcan
mis sobre las pohticas de cada
canchdato y vean la gran diferen-
cia que existe entre ambos. Re-
cientemente el senador M cCain
le extenchd una invitacidn —que
sigue en pie— al senador Obama
para presentarse Juntos durante un
foro publico y sostener un debate
sobre los temas de importancia
para los estadounidenses en la
conferencia de NCLR, pero
hasta la fecha no hemos obtenido
respuesta por parte de la campaha
de Obama”,agregd.

Vince Casillas, vocero de
Obama, chjo a este chario que
Obama no sdlo demostrari su
compromiso personal con la

comunidad hispana asistiendo a
las conferencias nacionales de los
principales gmpos.

“Con poco mis de cuatro meses
[antes de la eleccidn],cadachade

campaha es importante y mis alii
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la Amazonia

de su presencia en estos eventos,
el senador Obama seguiri luch-
ando por los asuntos impoitantes
para los latinos como la economi'a,
la guerra en Irak,la salud y la
inmigracidn”,concluyd Casillas.

History-making Latino set to retire from U.S. Secret Service

Seven security cameras were
broken. An infrared beam system
was under repair. A state trooper
missed video images of an in-
truder tossing a device onto the
front porch.

So many lapses preceded the fire
at the (Jovemor's Mansion, a state
safety official has asked the U.S.
Secret Service to evaluate security
risks there and at other state build-
ings.

After reading that story last
week, | called an acquaintance
who happens to be an assistant
director of the Secret Service.

“Hey Ken,” said Tony Clhapa,
“how are you doing?”

Fine. l understand you might
know something about security
IEQ)ses at the (jovemor's Mansion.

“l can'tcomment,” Clhapa
replied.

You sound like a real secret
agent.

Chs”™a laughed. “I can tell you
this,” he said. “lI am personally not
involved.”

That's tme. CThapa oversees the

agency's office of professional

[fluer

Mi Circulo

responsibility (think internal af-
fairs). But he also knows a thing
ortwo about security.

In 22 years with the Secret
Service, Cliapa has helped protect
four sitting U.S. presidents, two
former presidents, one vice presi-
dent and numerous former heads
of state.

So yes, he could probably
assess security lapses at the (jo v -
emor’s Mansion. But Cliapa is
retiring. He leaves next month as
the highest-ranking Latino execu-
tive in Secret Service history.

You could say he's one of San
Antonio's best-kept secrets. A
graduate of Jefferson High School
and St. Mary's University, C]hapa
has traveled the world under-
cover. He once flew to Bogota,
Colombia, to investigate counter-
feitcurrency flowing into the U.S.

His most challenging assign-

ment came four years ago this
month. W hile in the office of a
veterinarian, CTh”a's cell phone

rang. The caller offered two
words: “Operation Serenade.”
That was code for “Ronald Rea-

COMPRA

gan has died.” It also was code for
“Activate security plans for the
funeral now!”

Then head of the Secret Service
field office in Los Angeles,CTia
scrambled. He called local law
enforcement officials, took his
sick dog home, then raced to the
Reagan residence in Bel Air.

“I probably arrived within 30
or40 minutes of being notified,”
(Thapa said. “And you know
what? There were already 100
members of the press there. So
much for the code word.”

A funeral home in Santa
Monica had been secretly selected
long before Reagan died. But
when (Thapa and other security
arrived with the hearse, a huge
crowd was waiting. “That was not
part of the plan,” he said.

(Zhapa had to adjust on the fly.
Organizing security for a state
funeral is like assembling one for
a presidential inauguration — a
thousand details must be man-
aged. For starters: Protocol. Fam -
ily wishes. Foreign dignitaries.
Public viewing. Crowd control.

Intelligence. Media. “It was a
week without sleep,” (Thapa said.
During one news conference,

a police official asked Clhapa
for help. CThapa stepped fixim
the shadows into the lights of an
international media throng.

W hat kind of security are you
posting on the president's body?

W hat can you tell us about the
autopsy?

Clhapa: “l went back to my
speech courses at St. Mary's
and said, ‘Can you repeat the
question?' | figured that would
give me three or four seconds to
organize my thoughts.”

Some questions he answered.
Others he could not. Top secret,
you know. “It was my 15 seconds
of fame worldwide,” he said.

From his home in Washington,
D.C., Chapa follows news in Texas.
He recently heard a discussion of the
Governor's Mansion fire on talk radio.
“Kinky Friedman called in,” C'hapa
said, “and said he wasn't involved.”

Who might be? Don't ask Chapa.
Most everything he knows is one big
secret.
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Submissions Requested for Sabor

Hispano 2008

Art, poetry, films celebrate

Rhythm and Passion of Life

Artists, poets and filmmakers
are invited to submit their works
for possible inclusion in ajuried
art exhibit, poetry reading and film
festival celebrating Hispanic and
Latino cultural diversity.

W ith atheme of El Ritmo y
Pasidn de la Vida- or The Rhythm
and Passion of Life - Sabor His-
pano 2008 is slated to begin Sept.
16 and continue through Nov. 2.

The exhibition is hosted by the
Texas Tech University and Texas
Tech University Health Science
Center’s Latino(a)/Hispanic Faculty
and Staff Association.

“Sabor Hispano is an excellent
opportunity for aspiring and noted
artists, poets and filmmakers to
showcase their talents and their
embracement of the region’s Latino
culture,” said Daniel U. S~chez,
oral historian at the Southwest Col-
lection/Special Collections Library
and president of the Latino(a)/His-

panic Faculty and Staff Association.

An opening reception and awards
program for the Juried art exhibit
and poetry reading is scheduled for
Sept. 16.

Additionally, the newly added

Sabor Latino International Latin
Film Festival makes its inaugural
run from Oct. 31 to Nov. 2, with
an awards ceremony scheduled
to coincide with the closing of
the art and poetry exhibit.

Artists and poets must subm it
samples of their original works
for consideration by Aug.

29. Filmmakers interested in
participating should submit their
original works and /or panel and
film discussion ideas for consid-
eration by Oct. 3. All works may
be in English, Spanish or both.

All submissions should be
sentto S”chez in the Southwest
Collection/Special Collections
Library, 15th Street and Detroit
Avenue, Box 41041, Lubbock,
TX 79409-1041.

Official Sabor Hispano 2008
mles and additional information
are available at www.orgs.ttu.
edu/lhfsa.

CONTACT: Daniel U.
S~chez, president, Latino(a)/
Hispanic Faculty and Staff As-
sociation, Texas Tech University,
(806) 742-3749 ext. 258, or
daniel.sanchez@ ttu.edu.

MDATELETHON
Annual Fundraiser
Executive Lock-up

Your Donations are used to help local children
| NEED YOUR HELP!
I’M GOING TO JAIL!

Please Help Bail me out!

Make Checks
Payable to:
MDA (Muscular
DvstroDhv
Msociation)
2131 50th Street, Suite 113
Lubbock, TX 79414

Don’t let these little children walk alone.
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Ochoa trata de olvidar malos recuerdos deportivos y personales

Lorena Ochoa hace que todo
parezca fdcil. En cinco meses ha
logrado lo que muchas golfistas no
consiguen ni en cinco anos.

Apenasen 11 tomeos, la
mexicana ha ganado seis tomeos,
incluido un major. S610 en una
ocasidn se ha quedado fuera de las

10 primeras en un certamen, y tiene

un record de laGirade laLPGA,
como la golfista que mds rapido ha
ganado 2 millones de ddlares.

Pero la realidad es que este ano
ha sido dificil para la estrella de 26
anos.

Luego de su sexta victoria, debid
retirarse del tomeo Giim Tribute,
cuando su tio fallecid en Mdxico.
Regresd al McDonald’s LPGA
Championship para seguir buscan-
do un Grand Slam, pero se quedd a
un golpe de meterse al desenqgjate
por el trofeo.

Adem”, en cuanto abandond el
campo se enterd de que su abuelo
matemo habia fallecido tambidn.

El abuelo de Ochoa estaba
enfermo desde hacia tiempo, pero
la golfista se imagind que volveria
a verlo, pues se ausentana de su
pais sdlo una semana. Jorge Reyes
fallecid en su casa, en Guadalajara,
donde la familia soha reunirse para
ver por televisidn cdmo la mexi-

cana se iba convirtiendo en la mejor

jugadora del mundo.

“Realmente nunca le dije adids...
asi que esto fue muy duro”,reveld
el martes. “El era mi alegriay mi
motivacidn”.

Sus ojos se le llenaron de
lagrimas mientras hablaba,y no le

rodaron por las mejillas sdlo porque

Ochoacomenzd a parpadear mds
r*idamente, tratando de contener
sus emociones.

Con todo, su tiro de salida parece
mas potente que nunca, y aunque
sus putts le costaron la derrota en
Rochester, Nueva York y en el

LPGA Championship,

Ochoa sigue trabajando
en sus golpes cortos. En
eso se asemeja a Tiger

Woods: Nunca esti ple-
namente satisfecha con
Su juego.

La parte m ~ dificil
es ahora el concentrarse
pese a los fallecimientos
que han afectado a su
familia.

“Las ultimas semanas
han sido dificiles para
m f’,expresd. “Juego
una semanay despuds
nojuego. Ha sido algo
intermitente, y creo que
es importante meterme
en ritmo, concentrarme
en el campo y estar lista
parajugar. Es una buena
oportunidad estar aqui
en el Abierto de Estados
Unidos”.

“Estoy al 100% vy real-
mente quiero darme una
oportunidad de ganar el
tomeo el domingo”.

Esta podria ser la
pmeba mds dificil que
haya enfirentado la mexi-
cana en todo el ano.

El Abierto de Estados
Unidos comienza el
jueves en Interlachen, un
campo en los suburbios
de Mimieapolis, fiindado hace
casi un sigloy famoso por el
triunfo de Bobby Jones, quien
conquistd aqui el US Open para
hombres en 1930, antes de ganar
el Grand Slam.

Los Greens son pequenos y
dificiles, la mayoria elevados
y con perimetros escaipados.
Aqui, incluso a tres metros del
hoyo, meter la pelotacon dos
putts es una hazana. A Ochoa,
este tomeo no le trae precisa-
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Coke, Sprite or Dr Pepper
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Blue Bell

Ice Cream
All Varieties
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Selected Varieties
12 Pack
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Spareribs
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Whole
Fryers

mente recuerdos gratos.

El ano pasado, pareci'aencami-
nada a ganar su primer major,
hasta que no pudo encontrar
el fairway en los ultimos seis
hoyos. El triunfo fue para la
estadounidense Cristie Kerr.

Hace tres anos, en (Therry
Hills, la mexicana desperdicid
un estupendo desempeno en la
ultima ronda al errar su salida al
18, poniendo la pelota en el agua
y haciendo un cu”™druple bogey.
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en ocho golpes, para quedar a
cuatro de la punta.

Pero tal como trata de hacer con
las tragedias en su vida personal,
Ochoa intentard olvidarse de las
derrotas pasadas.

Se le preguntd cudl campo la
habia frustrado m ”, si Cherry
Hills o Pine Needles. Antes de que
pudiera traducir la pregunta en
su mente, la mexicana mened la
cabeza, para expulsarel recuerdo.

“Estoy bien”,asegurd.

Questions? Comments?Email
us at eleditor@sbcglobalJiet

or call 806-763-3841
We want to hear from you!

Sweet Juicy
South Carolina

Peaches

Large
Sizel

UnitedTex™"™
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Jalisco gana la sede de los Premios
M W Latinoamerica 2008

Jalisco gana la sede de los
Premios MTV
Latinoamerica
2008

Tras anali-
zar lacandi-
datura de varias
ciudades del
continente, la
cadena MTV
anuncid hoy
que selecciond
a Guadalajara.
Jalisco, como
sede de los
Premios MTV'
Latinoamerica
2008, que se
lealizaiin el
prdximo jueves
16de octubre,
en el Audito-
rioTelmex.
"“Guadalajara
es una de las
ciudades mis lepresentati-
vas de Latinoamerica por su
rigueza culniral e histdrica
y es un excelente escenario
para festejar a lajuventud
latinoamericana y la miisica
que aman” comenld Pierluigi
Gazzolo, presidente de MTV
Networks Latinoamerica, en
un comunicado. “Estamos
muy emocionados de llegar a
la tiena del tequila, de los char-
rosy del mariachiy la vamos a
invadir con una gran explosidn
musical,” comentd Jose TiUin,
productor Ejecutivo de los
Premios MTV Latinoamerica
2008 y vicepresidente Senior
de Conlenido Creativo y
Musicade MTVATI1Latinoa-
merica. ““Desde ahora estamos
trabajando en lo que promete
seruna gran lista de talento, asi
como ideas frescas, para hacer
un show muy entrelenido”.
Para la realizacidn del evento,
el Gobiemo del Estado apor-
tari la cantidad unica de dos
millones de ddlares, confirmd
el director de Comunicacidn
Social, Fernando Chivez Sin-
chez, quien detalld que “op se
.pagan hospedajes ni alimentos,
ni viidcos: el comjwomiso
que existe es una £qx)itacién
dnicay el otrocompromiso es
conseguir nosotios los precios
m is adecuados de lo que ellos
neccsiten, es decir, hoteleria,
gue eso ya se hizo como parte
de la et®pa previa, ya se habl6
con la Asociacidn de Hoteles y
M oteles, para que haya tarifas
especiales”. Los Premios MTV
Latinoamerica representarin
para Jalisco una promocidn de
sus priiKipales atractivos turis-
ticos, que iniciari al menos
ties meses antes de la entrega;
ademis,como parte de los
acuerdos entre autoridad y la
cadena televisiva, los Premios
MTYV iiKluyen una semana de
eventos, que arrancan cinco
dias previos y “el acuerdo que
nosotros tenemos, que ya les
presentaremos el plan comple-
to,va a incluiruna regidn del
Estado en cada dia; solicitamos
que cada uno de estos cinco
di'as este presente un show
gratuito en alguna regidn fuera
delaZM G”,agiegd el vocero
del Gobiemo estatal. Indic6
que posiblemente en la teicera
semana del piriximo mes de
julio, por medio de una rueda
de prensa “ya definitiva con
la gente de M TV, aqui en
Guadalajara, en donde tambi”®n
nos acompane parte del elenco
que estari ese dia”,se den a
coiKXer los pormenores de la
entrega. asicomo quienes la
encabezarin. A la ceremonia
de premiacidn en Guadalajara
podrian asistir artistas intema-
cionales como la banda irland-
esa U2,y exponentes de habla
hispana,como Carlos Santana,
BelaiK>va o Alejandro Femin-
dez,entre muchos otros. El
evento se transmitiri en vivo
pOT M TV Latinoamerica a mis
de 22 pafsesy por MTV Tr3s
en Estados Unidos. EI show
podri verse en otros canales
MTYV alrededor del mundo vy
en algunos canales de televisidn
abierta en America Latina. Los
nominados para los Premios
MTYV son seleccionados por "La
Academia de Musicay Video”,
integrada por profesionales de
la industria musical y fans™Los

ganadores de cada categoria son

electos porel voto de los tclespecta-

dores a traves del sitio en Internet
wwwMTV la.
com (Detalles
de nominados
y piocesode
votacidn serin
anunciados
posterior-
mentc). MTV
dene una
larga trayec-
toria creaixk)
emocionantes
eventos mu-
sicales.con
22 entregas
de premios
pioducidas lo-
calmentecada
aik) alrededor
del muiKlo,en
pafses como
India, Rusia,
Austria,
China, Jap6n

y Alemania, entre otros.

St. Joseph celebrated their annual Jamaica on June 22nd
All in attendance enjoyed food, games and entertainment
along with the beautiful summer weather.
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Their Latin funk is
catchy, and catching on

IViIKC wants to party with
them. Salsa legend Larry Harlow
Is itching to school them. And
groove maestro Maceo Parker
can’t wait to blow with them
again. Since roaring out of Austin,
Texas, several years ago, the horn-
laden combo Grupo Fantasma has
become the nation’s most visible
purveyor of Latin
fiink, and every-
body seems to
want a piece of the
action.

The 10-piece
band is building
on its triumphant
2007 run, which
iiKluded acom -
mand London
performarKe with
Prince last August.

Fantasma had

already played a

two-month run at

Prince’s Vegas club and enter-
tained at his celebrity-filled, post-
Golden Globe Awards party.

“He’s helped us out a lot,” says
drummer Johnny Lopez, who like
almost half the Fantasma crew
hails from the border town of
Laredo, Texas. “In London, we
opened up for him and then the
horns sat in with his band for a
couple of tunes. The after-party
was off the hook. He was playing
guitar with us and Maceo was
there, too, and it was more about
the jams and improvising. At
the end of the night. Prince said,
‘When you come back to London,
everybody will know who you
are. "

W ith the release of the band’s
fourth album, “Sonidos CJold”
(Aire Sol/High Wire), Fantasma
iIs finding new audiences ripe for
conversion. They were a hit at
Bonnaroo and follow tomorrow’s
gig with high-profile appearances
at the Montreal Jazz Festival and
the North Sea Jazz Festival.

Rather than laying down an
old-school salsa sound, Fantasma
iIs honing a decidedly 21st-century

version of Latin groove. They lace
clave, the fundamental pulse of
Afro-Cuban music, with cumbia,
reggae, Afrobeat, and psychedelic

rock. The stripped-down horn
arrangements leave room for
the nimble guitar work of Beto
M artinez aruJ Adrian (“uesada.
The en.semble formed in 2000
when Austin’s teeming mu-
sic scene brought together an
avant-funk trio with a cumbia
horn section. The band added a

galvanizing dose of salsa with
the addition of Nicaraguan-bom
vocalist and timbalero Jos”
Galeano. As the new ensemble’s
senior member, he brought
decades of experience to the
bandstand and a link to a Latin-
rock icon through his uncle, Jos”
“Chepito” Areas, an essential
early member of Santana.

W ith “Sonidos (jold,” the band
has forged ties with two tower-
ing innovators ftom its other
foundational styles. Saxophon-
ist Maceo Parker, a funk hero
for his work with James Brown
and George Clinton, contributes
a torrid alto solo on the hard-
rockin’“Gimme Some,” while
pianist-composer Larry Harlow,
a Fania Records salsa pioneer,
lays down some insistent montu-
nos on two tracks.

The connection with Harlow -
a founding member of the salsa
supergroup Fania All-Stars, who
helped shape Latin music in the
1960s and “70s through his work
as a bandleader, producer, and
arranger - feels particularly ap-
propriate. After all, Harlow was
bom in Brooklyn as Ira Kahn
and affectionately dubbed “EI
Judeo Maravilloso” (the marvel-
ous Jew) by his Latin American

For only $2.50,
you can get
around town
all day long.

Plus, with the added
convenience of time points
displayed at each bus stop,
you can easily plan your entire
day without wasting even a
penny on an ounce of gas.
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compatriots. The Fantasma brass
players moonlight as the JewM ex
Homs (they backed Prince at
Coachella last month after a stint
on the road last fall with indie-
rock favorites Spoon).

Harlow joins the band in the fall
for a week-long residency at the
University of Texas at Austin, and

1 f %

he’s looking to deepen the band’s
clave consciousness.

“They’re learning,” Harlow
says. “They’re coming finom
another musical world in south
Texas, and they’re opening up
other venues to Latin music,
going into these towns across the
Southwest that aren’t known for
salsa.”

W hile they revere and honor
their elders, the musicians in
Fantasma don’t make any apolo-
gies for putting their own twist on
the tradition. W hile they’re still
absorbing the deeper intricacies
of Afro-Cuban music, they know
they wouldn’t be jamming with
Prince if they weren’t infusing the
music with their own particular
border perspective.

“W hen you approach Latin
music in the real traditional
way, itcan go over people’s
heads,” Lopez says. “But add-
ing that fiink element, with the
two guitars taking the place of
the piano montunos, people
can relate to it more. It speaks
to everybody. You don’t have
to be any nationality. W hen
people ask me what we play,
1say, ‘It’s like Led Zeppelin [
but with horns.”You can’tgo
wrong.”
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