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By James Crawford, Stephen 
Krnshen and Haeyoung Kim 

Everyone seems to have a 
strong opinion about bilin- 
gual education -- if not 
several. Polls on California's 
anti-bilingual Proposition 227 

by Bid i1 Agiiery 
Volunteers for Lubbock 

Centro Aztlan have been 
working for 3 
months to make) 
this year's Viva 	•, 
Aztlan 	Theatre' 	a j 
and 	Dv 	 ` 
Festival an event 
that Lubbock will remember. 

This week over 500 kids 
and adults that love the art of 
Mexican Folkloric Dance will 
take to the stage to showoff 
their skills and for what is 
many of them a dedication to 
promoting 	our 	culture 
through hours of work and 
training. 

So how will Lubbock 
respond? Last year the event 
played to overflow crowds. 
Unfortunately 	many 
Lubbockites didn't show up. 
Most of the people in 
attendance were members of 
the Ballets, their families and 
visitors from sur-rounding 
areas. 

I made it a point to ask 
'many of my friends, many of 
whom are very involved in the 
community whether they 
attended. Most all responded 
with excuses of begin out of 
town -- had 	something 
planned -- or simply "I forgot." 

Included in those not in 
attendance where people who 
live on the other side of town 
and the more influential 
people in our community such 
as bankers, business owners, 
members and officers of civic 
organizations and our City 
and County elected officials. 

The Viva Aztlan Festival 
offers an opportunity to 
realize the beauty and 
richness our the Hispanic 
community. It offers the 
opportunity to other cultures 
and ethnic groups to expose 
their families to a positive 
part of Hispanics. Not all our 
kids are in gangs, cause 
trouble, are dropouts etc. 
Many, as those who will be 
dancing on the stage this 
Friday and Saturday offer us 
an opportunity to see, feel 
and enjoy their pride and 
culture. 

HOPE TO SEE YOU 
THERE! 

Child Labor in Agriculture 
The Associated Press reports information compiled by the 

General Accounting Office found children doing farmwork 
generally receive less protection under the law than their peers 
in 

 
her industries. 

At a forum Monday on child labor in agriculture chaired by 
Repr. Tom Lantos (D-CA), lawmakers heard testimony that 
suggests that finding is right. One nine year old boy spoke of 
working in the field with his parents after school, on weekends 
and during summer vacations since he was age four. 

The GAO's report said, "Children working in agriculture 
are legally permitted to work at younger ages, in more hazard- 
ous occupations, and for longer periods of time than their peers 
in other industries." It also found that government agencies 
responsible for enforcement have devoted a "relatively low lev- 
ei' of resources to policing child workers in agriculture. 

John Fraser, acting administrator of the Wage and Hour Di- 
vision of the Department of Labor, which is responsible for en- 
forcing federal child labor laws, testified that his department is 
committed to promoting work opportunities for young people, 
while assuring that their work is positive, safe and doesn't in- 
terfere with their education. 

Diane Mull, executive director of the Association of Farm- 
worker Opportunity Programs, an education and advocacy or- 
ganization based in Arlington, Va., testified that only one in 10 
farmworker children complete the 12th grade. Eighty percent of 
adult migrant farmworkers, she added, are considered educa- 
tionally disadvantaged, functioning at a fifth-grade literacy 
level or less. 

The GAO report estimates 155,000 children aged 15 to 17 may 
be working in agriculture, based on the government's Current 
Population Survey. That figure might be low because of data 
limitations. The GAO didn't try to calculate how many of the 
boys and girls are working illegally. 

- versity of Southern California 
I School of Education, we con- 
- ducted our own experiment. 

m 	We asked 130 registered vot- 
ers the Los Angeles Times 

s Poll question: "There is a 
1 new initiative trying to quali- 
a fy for the June primary ballot 
h that would require all public 

school instruction to be ton - 
t ducted in English and for 
n students not fluent in English 
to to be placed in a short-term 
as English immersion program. 

If the June, 1998, primary 
election were being held to- 
day, would you vote for or 

e against this measure?" 
We asked 121 others a modi- 

fled question: "There is a new 
- initiative trying to qualify for 

the June primary ballot that 
T would severely restrict the use 
7 of the child's native language 
s in school. This initiative 

m would limit special help in 
e English to one year (180 

school days). After this time, 
Continued Page 2 Anti B• • 

iakither IthUma 

ren would be arbitrarily lira 
ited to one year of species 
English instruction, then it 

quired to "sink or swim" 
regular classrooms. 

-- Teachers and principal 
could be sued for financia 
damages if caught using 
language other than Englis 
to assist a child. 

- $50 million would be spen 
in each of the next 10 years or  
a questionable program 
train adult immigrants a 
English tutors. 

-- Once approved, the Eng 
lish-only mandate would re 
quite a two-thirds vote of th 
Legislature to amend or it 

peal. 
We wondered how Califor 

nians would answer a ques 
tion that more accu atel 
summarized Proposition 22 
and how their response 
would compare with those 
previous polls. So, with th 
help of students at the Uni 

have been contradictory, to 
say the least. That's because 
they have posed simplistic 
questions about a complex is- 
sue. 

Ask whether schools should 
provide intensive English 
classes for immigrant child- 
ren, and you'll get over- 
whelming agreement. That's 
how the Los Angeles Times 
Poll last October character- 
ized the English-only ballot 
measure, sponsored by busi- 
nessman Ron Unz. Not sur- 
prisingly, the Times found 80 
percent support among regis- 
tered voters statewide; 84 per- 
cent among Latinos. 

But ask whether native-lan- 
guage instruction should be 
used to help children keep up 
in school while they are 
learning English, and people 
like that idea, too. A Times 
poll in November reported that 
60 percent of Los Angeles 
County voters approved of bi - 
lingual education, while 37 
percent were opposed. 

In February, a poll commis- 
sioned by Los Angeles Span- 
ish-language media -- the da - 
ily newspaper La Opinion 
and television station KVEA - 

found a 68 percent approval 
rating for bilingual education 
among Latino parents in that 
city, including 88 percent of 
those with children in bilin- 
gual classrooms. 

It doesn't take a rocket sci- 
entist to see what's going on 
here. Opinion polls are only 
as accurate as the questions 
behind them. In this case, the 
questions have ranged from 
confusing to downright mis- 
leading. Compounding the 
problem, Californians re- 
main largely oblivious to the 
details of the Unz initiative, 
whose full text has yet to ap- 
pear in a major newspaper. 

Any of the following provi- 
sions of Proposition 227 would 
seem controversial enough to 
influence the polls, if re- - 
spondents were only aware of 
them: 

-- Bilingual education pro- 
grams -- whether good, bad or 
indifferent -- would be dis - 
mantled, regardless of the 
wishes of parents, educators 
or local school boards. Child- 

Florida's Welfare Time 
Limits Kick In 

The Associated Press reports that in 1996 Pensacola, FL be- 
came the first place to end people's welfare benefits because they 
had reached a time limit. 

Welfare recipients across the country face a five-year time 
limit imposed by the 1996 federal welfare reform law. But 
many states impose shorter limits. Florida allows two years for 
most welfare recipients. 

The nation's first evaluation of time limits for people on wel- 
fare was released Monday by Manpower Demonstration Re- 
search Corp. Study of the experimental program in Pensacola, 
began in 1994, found the time limits did little to encourage re- 
cipients to move off the rolls more quickly on their own. And 
only about half of welfare recipients had found a job by the time 
they became ineligible for further benefits. 

Two years into the program, 52% of the people subject to the 
new rules were working, compared with 44% in the traditional 
program. People in the experiment were also more likely to find 
full-time jobs and jobs with benefits. 

Only 11% of the Pensacola families actually hit the limit of-' 
ter two years because, like families nationwide, they came on 
and off the welfare rolls as their circumstances changed. 
While state officials had considerable latitude in dealing with 
them, almost all lost their benefits immediately or after a brief 
extension. 

Half were already earning more than their welfare grant. 
The half that were not had their cases closed after review by a 
community panel. Six months later, about 75% were working. 
The others were living with relatives and/or relying on other 
public assistance, such as food stamps. 

Significantly, the two-year time limit applied only to recipi- 
ents deemed most likely to fmd work. Others facing tougher 
challenges got three years. They hadn't hit the time limit in 
time to be studied. 

That's the group you really want information about before 
you draw conclusions," said MDRC's Dan Bloo m. 

Por James Crawford, Stephen 
Knzshen y Haeyoung Kim 

Todo el mundo parece teuer 
uns opinion sölida acerca de 
Is ensefianza bilingue -- si no 
es que ''arias. Las encuestas 
Bobre Ia Proposiciön 227 de 
California ban sido contra- 
dictorias, 	pares 	decir 	lo 
menos. Esö se debe a que ban 

u 
planteado preguntas simplis- 
tas sobre n asunto complica- 
do. 	

un Pregten si las escuelas 
deberlan proporcionar clases 
intensas de inglds pan los 

mi nifios ingrantes, y obten- 
drän un acuerdo abrumador. 
Asi es cömo Ia Encuesta del 
Times de Los Angeles, en oc- 
tubre u 	teri ultimo, caracz6 a la 
propuesta medida del ingl6s 
solamente pares Ia boleta, aus - 
piciada por el comerciante 
Ron Unz. No es sorprendente 

tin el Times hallara n 80 
por cientode apoyo entre los 
electores inscriptos de todo el 
estado y el 84 por cientoentre 
los Latinos. 

Pero pregunten si la ense- 
Ranza en el idioma nativo de- 

nifios a continuar en In  es- 
cuela mientras estän apren- 
diendo ingles, y a la genie le 
gusta esa idea tambien. 

Una encuesta del Times en 
noviembre ultimo informö 
que el 60 por cientode los elec- 
tores del Condado de Los An- 
geles aprobaban a Is ense- 
nanza bilingue, mientras que 
el 37 por cientoestaban opues- 
tos a ella. 

En febrero, una encuesta en- 
cargada por los medios infor- 
mativos de Los Angeles en es- 
pafSol, el periödico diario "La 
Opinion" y Is estaciön tele- 
visora KVEA, hallo una tasa 
del 68 por ciento de aprobaci6n 
pares 

 
Is ensefianza bilingue 

entre los padres y las madres 
latinos de esa ciudad, in- 
cluyendo al 88 por cientode los 
que tienen hijos en las aulas 
de Glases bilingues. 

No se necesita de on dent!- - 

fico especializado en proyec- 
tiles pares ver lo que estä pa- 
sando aqui. Las encuestas de 

Continued on Page 5 

Viva Aztlan Festival 
March 27-Municipal Coliseum 
March 28-Civic Center Theatre 



El Editor, Lubbock, Tx, March 26, 1998 

La Past' a De Vene En La 
Esta 

In, de una'serie de tres artfculos 
Pot Anthony M. Stevens-Arroyo 

Ahorn que la griteria parti- 
darista ha cesado, es horn de 
echar un viatazo serio a las 
perspectivas pars que Puerto 
Rico llegue a ser el quincna- 
g€simo-primer estado. 

La legislacion sobre el ple- 
biseito de Puerto Rico aproba- 
da por la Cämara de Repre- 
sentantes de los Estados Uni- 
dos el 4 de marzo por un solo 
votrf se denomina "Ley 
Young", por el nombre de su 
autor principal, el Represen- 
tante Don Young, republican 
por Alaska. La pregunta que 
deben hater los latinos es por 
que Bob Menendez (demo- - 
crata por Nueva Jersey), que 
es cubano-americano, y los 
puertorriquefios Nydia Ve- 
läsquez (democrata por Nue- 
va York) y Luis Guti€rrez 
(demöcrata por Illinois) vo- 
taron en contra de ella. 

iSaben ellos algo que otros 
latinos del Congreso descono- 
cen? Despues de todo, el resto 
de ellos, republicans y demö- 
cratas por igual, apoyaivn a 
esta legislation, que da a 
Puerto Rico un empujon söl- 
ido hacia la estadidad. Un es- 
tado oon un 98.5 por ciento de 
poblaciön latina agregaria 
influencia, con seih nuevos 
representantes y dos sen- 
adores hispanos en Washing- 
ton. Actualmente hay 17 
miembros hispanos con voto 
en la Camara y no •  hay nin- 
guno en el Senado. 

Pero este prayecto de ley 
tiene uns pastilla de veneno 
oculta en el texts. La pastilla 
flue puesta alit por sus autores 
pare evitar la posibilidad de 
que Puerto Rico se convierta 
en un Estado Libre Asociado - 
- algo que los puertorriquenos 
han seleccionado en las dos 
votaciones anteriores sobre la 
situaciön de la isla. 

- 

didad De Puerto Rico 
var su ciudadania de los Es- 
tados Unidos, aün cuando 
jurö lealtad a una potencia 
extranjera y se alistb en sus 
fuerzas armadas. Los trib- 
unales fallaron a favor de la 
ciudadanfa doble y cumplier- 
on la Constitution, la cual 
dispone que cualquier per- 
sona nacida en los Estados 
Unidos, asf como los nacidos 
de padres estadounidenses en 
cualquier parte del mundo, 
son ciudadanos de esta na- 
don. La Ley Young trata a los 
puertorriquenos de distinto 
modo que a los judfos estadou- 
nidenses en este respecto. La 
ciudadanfa doble, algo que los 
dominicanos y otros ya tie- 
nen, le serfa denegada a los 
puertorriqueoos. 

J'or qud deberfan estar pre- 
ocupados los latinos que no 
son puertoniquenos? 

La respuesta esta Clara. El 
dar al Congreso la facultad de 
revocar la ciudadanfa a toda 
una clase de personas es un 
precedente peligroso. Un 
ataque al por mayor contra un 
grupo racial es lo que fu€ lle- 
vado a Cabo por Hitler en la 
Alemania nazi contra todoa 
los judIos. Una vez que se die- 
tamine Como permisible el 
actuar de este modo en contra 
de los puertoniquenos, esto se 
podrla aplicar a los demäs la- - 
tinos. 

El Congreso podrla aprobar 
un proyecto de ley que diapu- 
siera que cualquier cubano- 
americano que hubiera visi- 
tado a Cuba perderia su ciuda- 
danfa estadounidense. E1 in- 
scribirse pare voter en el par- 
Udo "egmvocado" en una 
election de la Republica Do- 
minicana podrfa llevar la 
misma suerte a los domini- 
canos de los Estados Unidos. 
Y, dado el fervor anti-mexi- 
cano en los estados tales Como 

Esa pastilla de veneno plan- 
tada por los partidarios de la 
estadidad podrfa ser mortf- 
fera tambi€n contra otros lati- 
nos. 

La cuarta disposition de la 
segunda parte de la Ley 
Young despojarfa a 3.8 mil- 
lones de puertoniquenos de su 
ciudadanIa. Al dfa siguiente 
de que la mitad mäs uno de 
los pobladores de la isla voten 
por la estadidad, la otra mitad 
que votö en contra de ella per- 
derfa su ciudadanfa. Si ellos 
quieren conservar la ciuda- 
danfa de los Estados Unidos, 
entonces tienen que dejar de 
ser puertorriquenos. En el es- 
oenario que pinta la Ley 
Young, los puertorriquenos 
del futuro tendrfan que solid- 
tar pasaportes pars entrar a 
los Estados Unidos. 

Puesto que cerca de 3 mil- 
lones de puertoniquenos reai- 
den en el territorio continen- 
tal de los  Estados Unidos, las 
kerns partidarias de la esta- - 
didad que redactaron este 
proyecto de ley calcularon que 
esta serfa la "pastilla de ve- 
neno" que torpedearfa a cual- 
quier alternativa que no fuera 
la estadidad. Ellos laben que 
los vtneWos familiares de los 
puertoniquenos son tan sel- 
idos, que la mayoria de nues- 
tro pueblo no quenia perder la 
capacidad de viajar libre- 
mente entre la isla y los esta- 
dos continentales. 

El quitarle la ciudadanfa a 
3.8 millones de personas no es 
probablemente constitucion- 
al. En decisions anteriores 
del Tribunal Supremo, al gob- 
ierno se le ha prohibido qui- 
tarle la ciudadanfa a una sola 
persona, mucho menos a mil- 
lones de personas. 

Por ejemplo, un judfo esta- - 
dounidense que se uniö al 
ej€rcito de Israel pudo conser- 

Texas y California, qüi€n 
sabe que pretexto se podrfa 
emplear pars despojar a los 
m€xicoamericanos de la du- 
dadanfa? 

Algunoa dirän que la pmba- 
bilidad de que Puerto Rico ob- 
tenga la asociaciön libre o la 
independencia es remota. 
Pero hate diez anos, el Parti- 
do de Quebec en el Canada era 
motivo de risa; hoy eatä listo 
pare hacer de Quebec una na- 
ciön separada. 

La independencia de Puerto 
Rico eatä lejos ahora; peso, 
tdeberfan los latinds jugarse 
a la suerte su ciudadanfa de 
los Estados Unidos? 

Lo que es mäs importante, 
aim cuando no se aplique la 
ley, es que una vez que se es- 
tablezca el precedente, in- 
fluirä sobre todas las deci- 
siones de los tribunales. Si 
nadie reta al derecho del Con- 
greso de quitarle la ciudada- 
nfa a millones de puertorri- 
quenos nacidos bajo la ban- 
den de los Estados Unidos, 
algün dfa esa potestad ae po- 
drla emplear contra otros la- 
tinos. 

Los latinos deberfan obligar 
a sus representantes en el 
Congreso a eliminar esta 
parte de la Ley Young. El ase- 
gurar la ciudadanfa pare 
Puerto Rico resolverfa este 
problema y salvaguardarfa a 
todos los demäs latinos. Des- 
puds de todo, este es el modo de 
tratar a los judfos eatadou il- 
densea. ffo tienen derecho 
los latinos al mismo respeto? 

(El Dr. Anthony M Stevens-Arroyo, 
que fue antes vice- presidente del 
Coatite del Estado de Nueva York 
pars la Comisibn Estadounidense so- 
bre los Derechos Humanos, es cate- 
drätico de Eetudios Puertorriquenos y 
Latinos en la Escuela Superior de 
Brooklyn, Univereidad Municipal de 
Nueva York) 

Propiedad literaria registrada pot 
Hispanic Link News Service en 1998. 
Distribuldo por The Los Angeles 
Times Syndicate 

The Poison. Pill In Puerto 
First in a series of three articles 	

C 	Statehood 
By Anthony M Stevens-Arroyo 	

to apply for passports to enter 

Now that the partisan shout- the United States. 
her 	a  is over, it 	 Since nearly 3 million 

time take a Puerto 
serious look at 	mang

Ricans reside on the 

51 	
be  prospects 

 

Puerto Rico becoming th
h
e
e U.S• mainland, the pm-state- 

hood forces who wrote this bill 51st state. 	 calculated that this would be The Puerto Rico the 
	the "poison pill' to torpedo 

House 	
passed s  the U.S. any alternative but statehood. House of Re e 

single 	is They know that Puerto Rican 
March 4 by a single vote is family ties are so strong, the called the Young Bill, 	its majority of our people would 
principle author, Rep

p
.
. 

Don not want to lose the ability to Young (R- os  Alaska).  The  ^vel Seely between the is- is why  Latinos should ask land and the states. is why Bob Menendez (D- 
N.J.), a • Cuban-American, g away citizenship for 
and Puerto Ricans Nydia Ve- 3.8 million people is probably 
lazquez (D- N.Y.) and Luis not constitutional. In past Su- 

Gutierrez 	(D4ll.) 	voted preme Court decisions, the 

against it. ' 	 government has been barred 
Do they know something oth- from taking citizenship away 

for a single individual, let er  Latinos • in Congress don't? alone millions. 
After all, the rest, Republi- 	F cane and Democrats alike 	

or instance, an American
, Jew who joined the Israeli 

whicho
rt 

 gives 
thin

ives Puertoo Rico a 
Rico  io a atiy was able to hold onto his 

hard push toward statehood. A U.S. citizenship, even though 
state with a 98.5 percent LaU- he swore allegiance to a for- 
no population would add dout, ewn power and joined its armed forces. The courts what  with six new Hispanic wed  

panic 
s  tabors and two I 	

in favor of dual citizen- p 	 ng- ship and followed the Consti- to  nit senators in Washing- tUtion, which says that anyone 
ton. Presently, there are 17 born in the United States, as 
Hispanic voting members in  well as those born to a U.S. 
the Houseand none in the pint anywhere in the world, 
Sen

ut 
 te. 	 is a citizen. The Young Bill 

hidden inside 
Bu thi bill has a poison pill fiats Puerto Ricans differ- 

ut the text. The ently from American Jews in 
pill was put there by its 

possibility 	
regard. Dual citizenship, there to wall 

oComm 
 the  Commonwealth something Dominicans and in  making Conweah others already have, would be into  a Free at 

Puerto  
Pue  State -- denied to Puerto Ricans. 

something that Puetw 	 'y should non-Puerto Ri- Ricans 
oils  chosen t the two previ- cen Latinos be worried? The 
ous votes on status. 	 answer is clear. Giving Con- 

the
That poison pill panted 	was the power to revoke citi- o  pro-z 	o 	could alssoo zenship for a whole class of 

LatinosTe  
jeopardize e 

t  thhe 
e futu

th c 
l

re of other people is a dangerous pre-- 

	

America. 	dent. A wholesale attack on a 
The  fourth provision in the TQxi tup is the sort of 

second part of the Young Act 

ant to re- 

^g tMt was done by Hitler 

million residentst o 
would strip

wn..  If th 

Puer of the e.8ir I" Nazi Germany 	a gainst all 
to od is Jews. Once it is ruled permia- 

voted dow 
U.3. de f  if s 	 sible to act in this way against 

ey want 	Puerto Ricans, it could be ap- 
must U.S. citizenship ,  they plied to other Latinos. 
must stop being Puerto Rd 	Congress could pass a law 
cans. In the  scenario B 

Bill, P 
 painted that any Cuban American 

ca  the Young Bill, Puerto Re who had visited Cuba would 
cans in the future would have 
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precedent is established it in- 
fluences all court decisions. 
If no one challenges the right 
of Congress to take away the 
citizenship of millions of 
Puerto Ricans born under the 
U.S. flag, someday that power 
could be used against other 
Latinos. 

Latinos should force their 
representatives in Congress to 
eliminate this part of the 
Young Bill. Ensuring citi- 
zenship for Puerto Rico would 
solve this problem and safe- 
guard all other Latinos. After 
all, this is how American 
Jews are treated. Are not Lati- 
nos entitled to the same re- - 
spect? 

(Dr. Anthony M Stevens-Arroyo, 
formerly vice-chairman of the New 
York State Committee for the U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights, is pro- 
fessor of Puerto Rican and Latino 
studies at Bnooklyn College, City 
University of New York) 

have his or her U.S. citizen- 
ship taken away. Registering 
to vote in the "wrong" party in 
a Dominican election could 
bring the same fate to Domin- 
leans in the United States. 
And given the anti-Mexican 
fervor in states like Texas 
and California, who knows 
what pretext could be used to 
strip Mexican Americans of 
citizenship? 

Some will say that the 
chance of Puerto Rico gaining 
free association or indepen- 
dence is remote. But 10 years 
ago, the Quebecois Party in 
Canada was a laughing 
stock; today it is poised to 
make Quebec a separate coun- 
try. 

Puerto Rican independence 
is a long shot now, but should 
Latinos gamble with their 
U.S. citizenship? 

Most importantly, even if the 
law is not applied, once the 

From Page One 
limited-English-proficient 
children would be expected to 
know enough English to do 
school work at the same level 
as native speakers of English 
their age. The initiative 
would dismantle many cur- 
rent programs that have been 
demonstrated to be successful 
in helping children acquire 
English, and would hold 
teachers financially respon- 
sible if they violate this poll- 
C)'. If passed, schools would 
have 60 days to conform to the 
new policy. If the June, 1998, 
primary election were being 
held today, would you vote for 
or against this measure?" 

In response to the Times' 
question, 57 percent said they 
would vote for Proposition 227. 

But in response to our modi- 
fied version, only 15 percent 
said they would do so. The 
difference is statistically sig- 
nificant. 

We believe it's nnlitically 
significant, too. It shows that 
passage of the anti-bilingual 
initiative on June 2 remains 
far from a certainty. 

The more Californians 
learn about Proposition 227, 
the more likely they are' to 
recognize it as a threat to 
children, parents, teachers 
and taxpayers. The more they 
consider its extreme pmvi- 
sions, the more likely they are 
to vote no. 

For opponents of Proposition 
227, the most effective slogan 
may be: Read the Fine Print. 

(James Crawford is a Washington, 
D.C.-based writer on language and ed- 
ucation policy. 
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Porque Be trara de la seguridad y el }uturo de tu 
lamilia, ya es horn de tomar control y unute a la 
Iucha conga el cyimen. 
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Por Fernando Trulin IV 
(Primera de dos partes) 

A medida que el Soccer de 
Ligas Mayores se adentra en 
su tercera temporada y que el 
equipo naclonal estadouni- 
dense de soccer tiene seilala- 
do competir en la Copa Mu- 
ndial en Francia en este ver- 
ano, el soccer contintia cre- 
cierldo de estatura Como un 
deporte popular en los Estados 
Unidos. 

La Copa Mundial de 1994, a 
la que sirvieron de anfritrion 
los Estados Unidos, hizo au- 
mentar meteöricamente el 
atractivo del soccer en las es- 
cuelas, las ligas de recreo y 
los Campos de juegos de todo el 
pals. 

Deade 1993 hasta 1996, la 
cantidad de participantes de 
ese deporte aumentö desde 16 
millones hasta 18 millones, 
segim el Consejo Industrial 
de Soccer de los Estados Uni - 
dos (SICA en ingles), aria 
asociaciön de fabricantes de 
trajes y equipos pare soccer 
que observe el deporte. 

Su crecimiento ha sido im- 
pulsado mäs por las madres 
del soccer suburbanas que por 
el interes de las familias lati- 
nas. Sölo el 5 por ciento del 
aumento -- 100,000 partici- 
pantes -- se atribuye a los laU- 
nos. 

SICA informa que los blan- 
cos forman el 76 por ciento de 
los que juegan soccer, segui- 
dos por los latinos en el 12.5 
par ciento, que han disminuf- 
do desde el 13.1 por ciento en 
1993. La cantidad de negros 
salte desde 200,000 (el 0.8 por 
ciento del total) a 1.3 millones 
(el 7.6 por ciento) durante ese 
espacio de tiempo. Las 
mujeres formaron el 31 por 
ciento (7.2 m.11ones) de la po- 
blaci6n que juega al soccer. 
Su participaCion ha auznenta- 
do en 1.1 millones desde 1987. 

Los analizadores dicen que, 
a pesar de las estadfsticas de 
SICA, es diuIdi medir cuäntos 
latinos realmente juegan. 
Las dos ligas juveniles de 
soccer 	mäs 	importantes, 
American Youth Soccer Or- 
ganization y United States 
Youth Soccer Association, no 
llevan estadisticas sobre la 

^ 1 ciedades con organizaciones 
tales como la AYSO pars aus - 
piciar clfnicas y campamen- 
tos. 

Otro estimulo posible es la 
popularidad de los jugadores 
latinos criados en los Estados 
Unidos en la liga pmfesional. 

Tab Ramos, de los Metro- 
stars de Nueva York-Nueva 
Jersey, y Marcelo Balboa, de 
los Colorado Rapids, sostenes 
principales del equipo del 
equipo de los Estados Unidos a 

vean a personas que se pare- 
cen a ellos y que son exce- 
lentes en el Campo de juego 
dice el. 

(Pröximamente: Un vistazo 
al efecto de los latinos sobre el 
soccer profesional. ) 

(Fernando Trulin IV es reportero de 
Hispanic Link News Service en 
Washington, DC.) 

Propiedad literaria registrada por 
Hispanic Link News Service en 1998. 
Distribufdo por The Los Angeles 

'Sines Syndicate 

la Copa Mundial, han logrado 
reconocimiento en la liga. 
Ramos naciö en Uruguay y 
the criado en Nueva Jersey, 
mientras que Balboa, de oil- 
gen argentino, fue criado en 
Cerritos, California. 

Zand pronostica que la can- 
tidad de jugadores latinos de 
alto perfrl en la NILS produ- 
cirä un interes hispano 
mucho mayor por este deporte. 

"Es asunto de orgullo. Es 
agradable el que los fanäticos 

18 Million Now Suit Up As 
Soccer Gains U.S. Popularity 

composiciön etnica de los 3.4 
millones de personas entre 
las edades de 4 a 18 allos que 
participan en sus ligas. 

Murhos latinos nacidos en el 
extranjero juegan en sus pro- 
pias ligas informales, a me- 
nudo organizadas por pals de 
origen de los jugadores, pero 
segim concuerdan los anali- 
zadores, los hispanos contin- 
dan estando sub-representa- 
dos todavla en las ligas or- 
ganizadas. 

"El soccer ha tenido tradi- 
cionalmente un perfil subur- 
bano en los Estados Unidos. 
Las poblaciones urbanas no 
tienen las mismas oportu- 
nidades que las suburbanas", 
observa Adam Zand, director 
de asuntos püblicos del Centro 
de la Universidad del Nor- 
deste pare el Estudio de los 
Deportes en la Sociedad. "En 
los suburbios se ven Campos 
de soccer muy Men cuidados. 
Se pod-la ver juegos "de reco- 
gida" mäs pequefios en las 
zonas urbanas. Tambien hay 
uric sub-cultura de padres y 
madres (blancos) que yen ju- 
gar a sus hijos todos Ios fines 
de semana". 

Sandy Briggs, director eje- 
cutivo de la SICA, dice que las 
mamas y los papas del soccer 
forman la espina dorsal de 
las organizaciones de recreo 
y son la fuerza impWsora de- - 
trás del crecimiento del de- 
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porte. Cherie Tucker, direc- 
tora de operaciones pare la 
AYSO, sugiere que hay nece- 
sidad de integrar mejor a los 
Latinos en las asociaciones 
estatales de soccer. 

Zand dice: "Al nivel juve- 
nil, necesita haber mäs  ges- -  
tiones transculturales y popu- 
lares pare lograr mäs de una 
mezcla de jugadores suburba- 
nos y urbanos. Eso mejora la 
diversidad y el nivel de habi- 
lidad". 

Art Taylor, de Northeastern, 
director de deportes juveniles 
urbanos para el Centro, agre- 
ga que es importante el atraer 
a mäs latinos y negros jö- 
venes de las zonas urbanas a 
las ligas escolästieas y a 
otras, pare proporcionarles 
una oportuaidad de obtener 
becas atleticas y grados de es- 
cuelas superiores. 

Major League Soccer (MLS 
en ingles ), la principal liga 
profesional de los Estados 
Unidos, puede ser el catali- 
zador pare atraer a mäs laU- 
nos a las ligas de aficiona- 
dos. 

Taylor precisa que los fa- 
näticos del soccer que asisten 
a los juegos no son las multi- 
tudes de color "blanco Como el 
lirio" que se yen asistiendo a 
los acontecimientos depor- 
tivos pare algunos  ohne  de- - 
portes profesionales. 

La MLS ha creado so- 

Impuestos en 
Espanol 

Cambio de Nombre 
Si cambia de nombre por cualquier 

rnotivo, por ejemplo, debido a maui- 
monio o divorcio, usted debe notificar 
a la Administraciön del Seguro Social 
(SSA). Los nombres y nilmeros de 
seguro social en las declaraciones de 
impuestos deberän coincidir con los 
contenidos en los archivos de la SSA, 
ya que de otra manera, los reembolsos 
del impuesto sobre el ingreso federal 
pueden demorarse. 

tDönde podrä buscar ayuda en 
espanol? La Publicaciön 579SP, Cömo 
Preparar la Declaracion de Impuesto 
Federal, contiene informaci6n en 
espanoI acerca de la forma que debe 
llenar, el estado civil pare efectos de la 
declaraciön que debe escoger, los 
ingresos tributables y no tributables y 
algunos de los creditos tributarios mäs 
comunes. Llame al I-800-829-3676 
para pedirla. 

Etiqueta y Sobre — 
una Buena Idea 

j,Quiere reducir el tiempo que 
tarda el procesamiento de una 
declaraciön de impuestos? j,Que le 
parece reducir la posibilidad de co- 
rrespondencia o reembolsos mal 
dirigidos debido a una Tetra dificil de 
leer? Cuando envia su declaraciön de 
impuestos federal, use la etiqueta 
desprendible y el sobre incluido den- 
tro del folleto de impuestos. Es una 
buena idea. 

league, may be the catalyst to 
attract more Latinos to the 
amateur leagues. 

Taylor notes that soccer fans 
attending games are not the 
"lily white" crowds seen at- 
tending sporting events for 
some 	other 	professional 
sports. 

The MLS has created party 
nerships with organizations 
such as the AYSO to sponsor 
clinics and camps. 

Another potential incentive 
is the popularity of U.S.- 
raised Latino players in the 
professional league. Tab Ra- 
mos of the New York-New 
Jersey Metrostars and Marce- 
lo Balboa of the Colorado Rap- 
ids, mainstays of the U.S. 
World Cup team, have 
achieved recognition in the 
league. Ramos was born in 
Uruguay and raised in New 
Jersey while Balboa, of Ar- 
gentine descent, was raised 
in Cerritos, Calif. 

Zand predicts that the 
number of high-profile Latino 
players in the MLS will  gen- 
erate much greater Hispanic 
interest for the sport. 

"It's a matter of pride. It's 
nice for (fans) to see people 
who look like (them) excel- 
lug g on the field of play," he 
says. 

(Fernando Thalin IV is a reporter 
with Hispanic Link News Service in 
Washington, D.C.) 
Copyright 1998, Hispanic Link News 

Service. Distributed by the Ios  An- 
geles'Iimes Syndicate 

public affairs for Northeast- 
em University's Center for 
the Study of Sport in Society. 
"In the suburbs (you see) nice 
manicured soccer fields. You 
might see smaller pick-up 
games in urban areas. Also, 
there is a sub-culture of 
(white) parents who watch 
their 	kids 	play 	every 
weekend.' 

Sandy Briggs, executive di- 
rector of the SICA, says soccer 
moms and soccer dads form 
the backbone of recreational 
organizations and are the 
driving force behind the 
spori s growth. Cherie Tuck- 
er, director of operations for 
the AYSO, suggests there is a 
need to better integrate Laü- 
nos into state soccer associa- 
tions. 

Zand says, "At the youth lev- 
el, there need to be more cross- 
cultural, grassroots efforts to 
(get) more of a mix of subur- 
ban and urban players. It im- 
proves diversity and skill 
level.' 

Northeastern's Art Taylor, 
director of urban youth sports 
for the Center, adds that it is 
important to attract more 
young Latinos and blacks in 
urban areas to scholastic and 
other organized leagues to 
provide them a chance to gain 
athletic scholarships and a 
college degrees. 

Major League Soccer, the 
premiere U.S. professional 

By Fernando Trulin IV 
(First of two parts) 

As Major League Soccer ent- 
ers its third season and the 
U.S. national soccer team is 
set to compete in the World 
Cup in France this summer, 
soccer continues to grow in 
stature as a popular U.S. 
sport. 

The 1994 World Cup hosted 
by the United States catapulted 
soccer's appeal in schools, re- 
ereational leagues and play- 
grounds nationwide. 

From 1993 to 1996, the 
number of participants in the 
sport climbed from 16 million 
to 18 million, according to the 
Soccer Industry Council of 
America, a trade association 
of soccer apparel and equip- 
ment manufacturers who 
monitor the sport. 

Its growth has been driven 
more by suburban soccer 
moms than by Latino family 
interest. Only about 5 percent 
of the increase -- 100,000 par- 
ticipants -- is attributed to La- 
tinos. 

SICA reports that whites 
make up 76 peroent of those 
playing soccer, followed by 
Latinos at 12.5 percent, down 
from 13.1 percent in 1993. The 
number of blacks jumped 
from 200,000 (0.8 percent of the 
tota1) to 1.3 million (7.6 per- 
cent) during that Urne.  Worn- 
en made up 31 percent (7.2 
million) of the soccer-playing 
population. Their participa- 
lion has increased by 1.1 mil- 
lion since 1987. 

Analysts say that despite the 
SICA statistics, it is difficult 
to gauge how many Latinos 
actually play. The two major 
youth soccer leagues, the 
American Youth Soccer Or- 
ganization and the United 
States Youth Soccer Associa- 
lion, do not keep statistics on 
the ethnic makeup of the 3.4 
million persons ages 4-18 
participating in their leagues. 

Many foreign-born Latinos 
play in their own informal 
leagues, often organized ar- 
ound the players' country of 
origin, but, the analysts 
agree, Hispanics still remain 
underrepresented in organ- 
ized leagues. 

"Soccer has traditionally 
had a suburban profile in 
America. Urban populations 
don't have the same opportu- 
nities as suburban ones," ob- 
serves Adam Zand, director of 
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Latin Players Changing the 
Face of Baseball 

him," said Chuck LaMar, gener- 
al manager of the Tampa Bay 
Devil Rays. "A kid in the U.S. 
has options. He can go to a two- 
year college or a four-year col- -  
lege  or he can sign. The more 
options a kid has the more mon- 
ey you have to pay him." 

Still, there are scores of 
Americans, either undrafted or 
taken in the later rounds, who 
sign for four-figure bonuses, too. 

The youngsters in Latin 
countries who are talented 
enough to sign a contract can 
live well on the roughly $850 a 
month they earn as prospects. 
Others, who technically can 
only remain in the facilities for 
30 days if they are not signed to 

By MURRAY CHASS 
Sandy Alomar Jr. hits a home 

run that wins last summer's all- 
star game. Edgar Rentena 
drives in the winning run in the 
11th inning of the seventh game 
of the World Series last October. 
Pedro Martinez is voted the Na- 
tional League's best pitcher for 
1997, later becoming the  highes- -  
t-paid player in baseball history. 

Teams are mining the fields of 
Latin America, from San Pedro 
de Macoris in the Dominican 
Republic to Maracaibo in Vene- 
zuela, in a hunt for teen-age 
players that is driven by two 
facts: The talent in this country 
is dwindling, and the cost of 
signing American players is sky- 
rocketing. 

Players from outside the 
United States, Puerto Rico and 
Canada are not subject to the 
amateur draft and can typically 
be signed for a fraction of the 
cost of American players. Alrea- 
dy, there are twice as many La- 
tin American players in the 
major leagues as there were 20 
years ago -- 184, or 16 percent of 
all major leaguers. 

Thus baseball, not unlike 
other industries looking to for- 
eign countries for a cheaper way 
of doing business, is embarked 
on an effort that could funda- 
mentally alter both the econom- 
ics and the face of the game. 

For the first time, all 30 clubs 
have development personnel in 
the Dominican -- from a single 
scout to sophisticated training 
academies -- and roughly half 
have similar operations in Vene- 
zuela. Clubs have also engaged 
in blanket signings, writing 
checks for dozens of young play- 
en for as little as $2,000 each. 
And the Baltimore Orioles, in a 
move of strategy and symbolism, 
have shifted several scouts from 
New England to the Dominican 
and Venezuela. The Dominican's 
88 current major leaguers out- 
number those from any other 
foreign country and place it sec- 
ond only to California as a pro- 
ducer of major leaguers. 

But the sport's aggressive 
foray into Latin America has 
also provoked a range of policy 
violations and concerns. Players 
as young as 14 are lying about 
their ages in order to sign con- 
tracts, sometimes with the com- 
plicity of the clubs. The often 
tiny bonuses given to young La- 
tin players have produced cries 
of exploitation. Eager for their 
own cut, American agents have 
moved in to negotiate better 
deals for the players, and in the 
process have angered local Latin 
officials who believe they threa- 
ten a thriving, if imperfect, 
baseball economy. 

"There are players there and 
we want to get the best 
players," said Randy Smith, the 
general manager of the Detroit 
Tigers. "Baseball is still the No. 
1 sport in those countries. Base- 
ball is, unfortunately, not the 
No. 1 sport in the U.S." 

Pablo Peguero, general man- 
ager of the Dominican baseball 
academy owned by the Los An- 
geles Dodgers, said cost savings 
were as appealing as the talent. 

"Everybody, as a matter of 
standard business practice, tries 
to make as small an investment 
as possible," Peguero said. 
"Some companies make shoes or 
electrical appliances or clothes. 
It's not just baseball. But I'll 

because their talent is so obvi- 
ous or because they have enlist- 
ed agents or family members who 
themselves are major leaguers. 

Jackson Melian, a Venezue- 
lan outfielder who now plays at 
the second-lowest level of the 
minor leagues, received a record 
bonus of $1.6 million when he 
signed with the Yankees as a 16- 
year-old in 1996. Two Dominican 
youngsters, Ricardo Aramboles 
and Josephang Bernhardt, who 
were declared free agents after 
it was found that they initially 
had signed before they were 16, 
recently received $1.52 million 
and $1.1 million, respectively, 
from the Yankees and Blue Jays. 
Both will play iu a rookie league 
or low minor league this year. 
In Panama, Omar Moreno Jr., 
son of the former major leaguer, 
signed last year for $900,000 
with the Dodgers and will play 
in an American rookie league 
this year. 

But the prevailing experience 
for the young Latin players is 
much more modest, and they 
typically receive bonuses of 
$2,000 to $30,000. 

Robert Pepen, who will get 
his first crack at American minor 
league experience this summer, 
signed with the Mets in 1996 
when he was 17 for $7,500. Ra- 
fael Comez, a 20-year-old pitcher 
whom the Mets signed for 
$2,000 when he was 17, said he 
was discovered by "buscones," or 

Continued on Page 5 

The dividends of such whole- 
sale signings can be striking. A 
year ago the Baltimore Orioles 
had seven young Dominican 
players on their 40-man roster 
who cost them a total of $7,000 
to sign. One pitcher, Armando 
Benitez, could be the team's No. 
1 reliever this year. More re- - 
cently, the Colorado Rockies 
signed eight Dominican teen-ag- 
ers for bonuses ranging from 
$4,000 to $20,000. One of them, 
17-year-old David Martinez, re- 
ceived $17,000. He said his fa- - 
ther earns $2,500 a year fixing 
air conditioners and iceboxes. 

The reach into Latin Amer- 
ca, modestly under way for 
years, is changing whom Ameri- 
cans see playing at the ball- 
parks. The 184 Latin Americans 
who played in the major leagues 
last season was a record, and 
one in five players on baseball's 
40-man team rosters this spring 
is Latin American. 

Gerry Hunsicker, the Hous- 
ton Aatros general manager, 
said Latin America is especially 
important for small-market clubs. 
In 1989, the Astros became the 
first club to build a training aca- 
demy in Venezuela. "We're at 
the point where it's almost pro- 
bibitive to participate in the 
United States draft," he said. 
"For what we'll spend on one 
high draft pick here, we can run 
our academy and sign 10 to 12 
players a year." 

Of course, not all Latin play- 
ers can be had cheaply, either 

tell you, the best raw material 
anywhere in the world is here 
in the Dominican Republic." 

A Rich Environment: Players 
May Be Raw, But They Are 
Willing 

In the Dominican, baseball is 
a part of life's fabric. Children 
play it with cardboard gloves in 
sugar cane fields. Those who 
make it to the big leagues are 
followed as heroes, and the rich- 
es they reap are dreamed of by 
thousands of aspiring shortstops 
and pitchers. A home run 
against an archrival in a local 
tournament can move fans in 
the ramshackle stands to pass 
money to the player through 
the chain-link fence by the dug- 
out. 

You can't go past any open 
space there without seeing kids 
playing, even if it's with a 
broomstick and a ball wrapped 
with tape," Sandy Johnson, an 
official with the Arizona  Dia- -  
mondbacks, said of the Domini- 
can. "It's probably like the '20s 
and '30s and '40s in the United 
States." 

That environment generates 
a dynamic for producing players 
who the officials find lacking in 
the United States. Increasing 
numbers of the talented young 
athletes in this country, the of- 
ficials say, are choosing basket- 
ball, football or something else. 

"I haven't seen a Dominican 
player on a skateboard yet," said 
Doug Melvin, general manager 
of the Texas Rangers. 

Thus baseball has set up shop 
in the Dominican to locate, pur- 
chase and develop these players. 
Venezuela and the Dominican 
Republic are filled with acade- 
mies -- baseball complexes with 
dormitories -- although some are 
of much greater quality than 
others. For $250,000 to $500,000 
annually, the teams with acade- 
mies can develop youngsters 
into major leaguers, working on 
their skills, the English lan- 
guage and North American cul- 
ture. 

But organizations get by with 
much more bare-bones opera- 
tions. At the St. Louis Cardin- -  
als'  facility, the accommodations 
are spartan and players sleep on 
beds that rest on cinder blocks. 
Still, applicants, weighing the 
conditions against working in 
sugar cane fields or selling cook- 
ies on the street corner, flood 
the facilities. 

'If there's no competition for 
a player, you don't have to pay 

L - SOFTBALL 
a contract, make the best of it. 
Pedro Osuna, a young shortstop 
at the Cardinals' camp, laid out 
the equation bluntly. "Here you 
get to eat every day," he said. 
That's not always the case at 
home." 

Candida Leonardo is the 
mother of Raul Pimentel, a 19- 
year-old infielder in the St. 
Louis organization who signed 
for $2,000 two years ago but has 
yet to advance to the American 
minor leagues. A cook at the 
baseball school, Leonardo raised 
her son for the sport. 

"Ever since he was 7 years 
old, his entire formation has 
been shaped on the playing 
field," she said. "I've never al - - 
lowed him to do anything else. 
He dropped out of school after 
sixth grade, but I've never been 
after him to get a job. Baseball 
has been his entire upbringing." 

For the clubs, the training 
facilities, in addition to provid- 
ing a financially practical way of 
developing hundreds of players a 
year, are vital because even 
many of the most gifted Domini- 
can players suffer from a lack of 
proper nutrition and a shortage 
of fundamental skills. 

"You're taking these kids on 
as raw material," said Omar Mi- 
naya, a former Dominican scout 
who, as assistant general man- 
ager for the Mets, is now the 
highest-ranking Latin American 
executive in baseball. "You have 
to invest money in teaching 
them how to run, the proper 
way to throw, plays to make." 

The difficulty, then, in being 
able to accurately predict a Do- 
minican player's long-term po- 
tential places an added premium 
on signing Iota of players at low 
prices. Mel Rojas, a $4.5 million- 
a-year relief pitcher for the 
Mets, had only a 78-mile-an- 
hour fastball when he signed as 
a youth. "He never would have 
been signed in the U.S. throw- 
ing 78," Minaya said. 

The best of the Latin pros- 

Preseason Bash in 
Yoakum County 

April 3 &4 - $100 Entry 
1 place - 2 button Jerseys with Team Logo 
2 & 3 T-Shirts, 1-3 Trophies, MVP & GG - 

Call Brent 799-4894 

pects, even those signed at 16, 
can he sent to play in low-level 
minor leagues in the United 
States soon after they are under 
contract. Others can remain in 
their countries playing in sum- 
mer leagues for several years be- 
fore they are promoted or let go. 

The move to sign scores of 
young Latin players has raised 
questions about whether they 
risk greater incidence of injury. 
Major League Baseball is con- 
cerned enough, said Bill Mur- 
ray, the sport's director of oper- 
ations, that it has begun a long- 
term study of patterns in how 
Latin players have fared in re- - 
cent years. 

And thus it remains to be 
seen how much the clubs will be 
willing to invest in a fuller cul- 
tivation and protection of their 
prospects. 

"I believe it's imperative to 
have a program on the personal 
development side," said Sal Ar- 
tiaga, who works for the Chica- 
go White Sox as the only coordi- 
nator of cultural development in 
baseball. "We have to prepare a 
kid with linguistic skills and 
survival skills as well as person- 
al development. The industry 
has to adopt a program." 

For now, though, baseball 
will continue to grab as much 
talent as it can in Latin Ameri- 
ca. Tampa's Chuck LaMar said, 
"You're going to see more and 
more money spent by major 
league organizations in the 
scouting and developing of those 
players." 

Discount Shopping: Is It Op- - 
portunity or Exploitation? 

Money is at the root of the 
pursuit of foreign talent -- a 
drive that has taken scouts to 
Asia and Australia, but that is 
most intensely focused on Latin 
America. Some clubs, such as 
the Dodgers and the Toronto 
Blue Jays, have been a presence 
in Latin countries for years, but 
others began heading there af- 
ter deciding they were spending 
too much money for too little re- - 
turn. 

The average cost of signing a 
first-round draft choice -- Ameri- 
can, Canadian or Puerto Rican 
players tend to be represented 
by agents -- has increased sev- 
enfold since 1989. The player 
who cost $170,000 to sign in 
1989 now costs $1.3 million. Un- 
der the draft, instituted in 1966, 
teams cannot sign players until 
they graduate high school when 
they are 17 or 18 years old. 

The American investments 
can wind up busts. For example, 
the top three picks in the 1991 
draft of amateur players cost the 
Yankees (Brien Taylor), the 
Atlanta Braves (Mike Kelly) and 
the Minnesota Twins (David 
McCarty) a total of $2.52 million 
for players who either haven't 
played in the majors or have 
performed unimpressively. 

In places like the Dominican 
and Venezuela, with players not 
subject to the draft, players can 
be signed as young as 16, and 
almost all lack any kind of repre- 
sentation beyond a family mem- 
ber. 

"People realize that for the 
same amount of money they're 
signing a first-round pick here, 
they could sign virtually a 
hundred players or 50 players 
and bring them to their com- 
plexes in the Dominican and de- - 
velop them inexpensively," said 
Fernando Cuza, an agent, 
whose Chicago firm hired him to 
represent professional Latin 
players. 
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We Appreciate Your Business Always! 
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1 510 50th St 	 112019th St. 

The Hispanic 
Association of 

Women 
will be hosting their 
15th Annual Awards 
& Scholarship anquet 
on April 25th at the 
Four Points Motel, 

505 Ave. Q., 
from 6;30 P.M. to 

8:30 P.M. 
Individual Tickets Are 

$16 or Tables can be 
purchased by 

contracting mary 
Pineda @ 793-3321 or 
Margie Olivarez @ 

791-3040 

They do 

1973 Estacado High 
School 25th Reunion 
The 1993 Estacado High 

School graduates are 
planning their 25th Re- 

union in June, 1998. 
We are looking for you 
if you graduated with 
us that year. For more 

information call Margie 
Aguilar at 763-0710 or 
you can call our voice 

mail at 766-7273. 

Its all part of the 

Home-Owned 

Advantage 

Our company has been a 
growing part of Lubbock 
for 62 years and Lubbock 
Power & Light, with their 

outstanding service, has never let 
us down. Whatever we've needed 

they've been there - whether it's 

meeting out twenty-four hour 

around the clock schedule or 

helping us locate our new plant in 
Lubbock... LP&L has provided the 

solutions that have made us better. 

They do the little things to help us 
succeed which is all part of the 

home-owned advantage of LP&L!" 

the little 
things to 
help us 
succeed 

Gail Kring 
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916 TEXAS • 767-2509 



El Editor, Lubbock, Tx, March 26, 1998 

News Briefs at Is Truth 

Oakland to Vote on Living Wage 
Associated Press reports the City Council in Oakland, CA is 

scheduled to vote Tuesday night on a proposal to require compa- 
nies doing business with the city to pay a minimum $8 an hour 
wage. 

The ordinance, approved 4-0 at a committee hearing earlier 
this month, is expected to pass. It would make Oakland the 19th 
jurisdiction to set a minimum wage for companies that do its 
work. Oakland's measure would be one of the strongest, re- 
quiring a  minimum wage of $8 with benefits, $9.25 without, for 
companies or organizations, including nonprofits, that have 
either a service contract of at least $25,000 or get $100,000 in sub- 
sidies or tax breaks. 

The current federal minimum wage is $5.15 an hour. 
"What we're seeing is the more recent ordinances are get- 

ting stronger and stronger as we get more experience working 
with living wage policies, said Brian Kettenring, an Oakland 
organizer with the Association for Community Organizations 
for Reform Now, or ACORN, which lobbied for the new rules. 

Business officials worry that the ordinance in its present 
form will hurt efforts to recruit new businesses to town just as 
Oakland is beginning to recover from the effects of the 1989 
earthquake, the early '90s California recession and the 1991 
Oakland Hills fire. 

Mark Weisbrot, who has studied the effects of the first living 
wage ordinance, enacted in Baltimore in 1994, said those cone 
cerns probably aren't justified. "There was no evidence that 
businesses responded negatively," said Weisbrot, a research 
director with the Washington, D.C.-based Preamble Center, 
which studies economic issues. 

People say that when a per- 
son is "born again", he is 
given the right to become a 
"Child of God". But with 
choice of knowledgement of 
what has happened to them as 
new creatures, virgins, clean 
temples. Consider the early 
believers, the "Christians" 
who followed Christ although 
they believed in Jesus and 
were baptized in his name 
they were given only the right 
to be Children of God. They 
hung around with the Christ 
as mere "Christian followers 
of the Messiah" . It was not 
until Pentecost that they were 
transformed from fleshly be- 
ing 	worshipers 	called 
"Christians" to "Sons of God". 
No longer mere followers or 
believers Christians but "Co- - 
hier's" of the throne in Christ 
Jesus "Sons of God" Remem- 
ber in (Luke 11:13) where a 
prophecy is made by the Lord 
about continuing asking for 
"the Holy Spirit" yet they were 
chosen and born again one is 
to pray the "Sinner prayer" 
until he gets the "promise" of 
the "Holy Spirit". But one 
must ask for it The ones who 
are clean temples. Those who 
are given the right to be child- 
ren of God. When one is born 

Partial Immigrant 
Food Stamp Restorations 

In an update to the below story, Associated Press reports Con- 
ressional negotiators agreed on Tuesday to restore food stamps 

thousands of legal immigrants whose benefits were cut off by 
ze 1996 welfare law. But the plan would Dover fewer people than 
resident Clinton had urged. 
The House-Senate deal would spend $642 million over five 

ears to restore benefits to immigrants. Clinton had sought at 
ast $2 billion to cover up to 730,000 immigrants; aides could 

of say how many would be covered under the lower spending. 
The agreement, reached in negotiations on an agricultural 

esearch bill, would use some of the $1.8 billion in savings from 
dministering the food stamp program to guarantee subsidies 
Dr agents who write crop insurance and to increase spending 
n agricultural research instead of devoting it all to food 
tamps. 

Advocates for the immigrants said they would continue 
ressing Congress for more money. We have always thought 
hat the agriculture research bill would be a down payment," 
aid Ellen Vollinger, spokeswoman for the Food Research Ac- 
ion Center, HN0050Chandsnet.org . "Do we want more? Abso- 
utely." 

The deal calls for any further savings in food stamp admin- 
stration costs to go toward restoring benefits for immigrants, 
ut there were no firm estimates on how much that might be. 
The legislation still faces another potential roadblock in the 

ienate: the budget resolution drafted last week sought to use the 
bod stamp savings for highway and transportation spending. 

Supporters of the agriculture research agreement said they 
vould by to get their measure approved on the floor first, pre- - 

tenting a battle between farms and food stamps versus high- 
vays. 

The agreement still must be approved by the House and  Sen- -  
tte, but cannot be amended. 

De la P►imem 

Will Raising Minimum 
Wage Cost Jobs? 

The New York Times reports President Clinton's plan to in- 
rrease the  minimum wage was introduced on Thursday by 
Senator Edward Kennedy (D-MA), the principal congressional 
aroponent of a higher minimum wage. 

The bill would raise the  minimum by 20%, to $6.15 an hour, 
Dy January 1, 2000. Even some supporters fear that level might 
De high enough to eliminate some jobs, pointing out a central 
lebate in deciding if the  minimum wage should be raised 
again. 

Before the last raise in 1996, most labor economists insisted 
that the higher minimum wage would not cost any jobs. They 
turned out to be right. 

Now some of the same economists say a wage of $6.15 an hour 
could mean two or three minimum-wage workers in a group of 
100 may have trouble keeping a job or finding one. But that pow 
tential is far outweighed by the financial gains for the 97 or 98 
who get the raise and keep their jobs, they add. 

Alan Krueger of Princeton University and David Card of the 
University of California at Berkeley were advocates of raising 

the  minimum in 1996 and also favor the bill introduced Thurs- 
day, on the ground that the pluses outweigh the minuses. Their 
study several years ago centered on Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey found that lifting the  minimum actually increased the 
employment of minimum wage-workers; it played a key role in 
passage of the 1996 bill. 

"David and I have said all along that there was a tipping 
point where a great enough increase in the minimum wage 
would start to reduce employment," Krueger now says. We 
were confident that the last increase was below the tipping point. 
I suspect now that another increase, coming quickly after the 
last one, would bring us closer to the tipping point and may even 

cross it." 
Kennedy acknowledged the potential, saying in an inter- 

view: "I am not ready to grant the job loss argument. But it is an 
argument that needs serious evaluation." 

The $6.15 hourly wage, adjusted for inflation, would still be 
well below the inflation-adjusted minimum in the 1960s, but 
would bring minimum wage workers closer to the wage level of 
more skilled workers than at any time since 1979. Jared Bern- 
stein of the Economic Policy Institute argues that closing that 
gap is all to the good, as it would reduce the wage inequality that 
is now such a national issue and would "insure that low-wage 
workers get a fairer share of the economic growth." 

Even opponents of the increase concede that employment 
would continue to rise with the  minimum at $6.15 an hour, a: 
long as the economy remains as strong as it is today. The trou 
ble will come in the next downturn, says Cliff Waldman of the 
National Federation of Independent Business, representing 
small companies, which are the biggest employers of minimun 

wage workers. 
A majority of Americans favor increasing the minimum 

according to polls. About 12 million people, nearly 10% of thi 

work force, are paid $6.15 an ho ur or less. 

Page 5 
again, it is by believing in the 
name of Jesus. One is washed 
of all his sins and is made a 
new creation with the choice to 
continue knowledgeably to be 
a child of God by completing 
the very thing Christ told Ni- 
codimus you must be born of 
water and spirit. The water 
represents the testimony of the 
Christ ministry of "Truth" the 
"Spirit represents the prom- 
ise" made to Abraham, which 
is the "Holy Spirit". The water 
represents "Truth" as it was 
in the time of Moses, the serp- 
ent lifted up and to believe). 
The worshiper God the father 
seeks are in Spirit and in 
Truth. Pilate, ask Jesus what 
is truth? (Born of water and of 
Spirit) 

A Word. 

1973 Estacado High 
School 25th Reunion 
The 1993 Estacado High 
School graduates are 

planning their 25th Re- 
union in June, 1998. 

We are looking for you 
if you graduated with 
us that year. For more 

information call Margie 
Aguilar at 763-0710 or 
you can call our voice 

mail at 766-7273. _ 
fuera efectuada en ingles, y 
que los estudiantes sin domi- 
nio del ingles  hieran  ubica- 

dos en un programa de in- 
mersi6n en ingles a cot-to pla- 
zo. Si las elecciones primar- 
ias de junio se realizaran 
boy, tvotaria usted a favor o 
en contra de esta medida?" 

Hidmos a otros 121 una pre- 
gunta modificada: "Hay una 
nueva iniciativa que trata de 
calificar pan Is boleta de las 
elecciones primarias de ju- 
nio, que limitarla grave- 
mente el use del idioma na - 
tivo del nifio en Is escuela. 
Esta iniciativa limitarfa Is 

 

ayuda especial en ingles a un 
brio (180 dias de clases). Des- 
pues de este espacio de tiempo, 
se esperarfa que los nifios con 
domino limitado del ingles 
supieran suficiente ingles 
como para hacer trabajo esco- 
lar at mismo nivel que los 
anglo-parlantes nativos de su 
misma edad. La iniciativa 
desmantelaria a muchos pro- 
gramas actuales que ham pro- 
bado tener exito pars ayudar a 
los nifios a aprender ingles, y 
haria responsables econ6mi- 
camente a los maestros si in- 
fiingieran este curso de ac- - 
don. Si la iniciativa fuera 
aprobada, las escuelas ten- 
di-fan 60 dias pars amoldarse 
al nuevo curso de acci6n. Si 
las eleeciones primarias de 
junio se efectuaran boy, 
Lvotarla usted a favor o en 
contra de esta medida?" 

En respuesta a la pregunta 
del Times, el 57 por ciento dijo 
que votarlan por la Proposi- 
don 227. Pero en respuesta a 
nuestra version modificada, 
solo el 15 por cientodijo que 
harlan eso. La diferencia es 
importante desde el pinto de 
vista estadistico. 

Cteemos que es importante 
polfticamente 	tambien. 
Muestra que la aprobacion de 
una iniciativa anti-bilingue 
el 2 de junio continua lejos de 
ser algo cierto. 

Mientras mäs aprendan los 
californianos acerca de la 
Proposici6n 227, mäs probabi- 
lidades hay de que la reconoz- 
can como una amenaza pars 
los nirlos, los padres y las 
madres, los maestros y los 
contribuyentes. 

Mientras mäs consideren 
sus disposiciones extremas, 
mayores probabilidades hay 
de quo ellos voten que "No". 

Para los opositores de Ia Prow 
 227, el lema mäs efi- 

caz puede ter. Lean la letra 
pequeiiita. 

(James Crawford es un escritor con 

Bede en Washington, DC 	. 	' -- 

cernos gustar In que es el Se- 
' 	for, no deja con mäs hambre 

de El, de mäs intimidad, de 
mäs cracio'n, etc. 

Debemos de amar a Dios 
con todo el coraz6n. Ponien- 

q - 	 dole en Primer lugar, antes 

	

Un Rayito 	que nada. Obedeciendole. (I 
Jn. 4, 16. y 2, 6) (Fil. 2, 5). De- 

	

De Luz - 	bemos de amar a Dios con 
toda Ia mente: Queriendo 

por Sofia Martinez 	 conocerle mejor. No con 
Amar a Dios es lo mäs nuestros medios, ni estudian- 

grande que cualquier persona do Teologfa, ni adquiriendo 
puede hacer. Dios es Is mayor tiros de doctorados, sino de- 
causa por Ia que cualquier jando al Espiritu Santo que 
persona 	desearfa 	vivir. nos ensefie. (Jn. 14, 26) Tam- 
(Rom. 14, 8). El deseo de en- bi€n debemos de amar a Dios 
tregarse completamente a con  toda nuestra alma: Diri- 
Dios, es Is serial especial de giendo todo In que tenemos 
los grandes cristianos. (mat. hacia El: tiempo, dinero, car- 
13, 44-46). Conocer y amar a inos, amistades, etc. Gal. 2, 
Dios, es vivir profundamente; 20 
todos tenemos hambre de 	El Espiritu Santo, es el que 
Dios. (Juan 6, 35). En Cristo, nos hace crecer en nuestra re- 
podemos aprender a amar esa laci6n con Dios. (Jn. 16, 13- 
hambre, recibiendolo en la 15) Conoceremos las profun- 
Eucaristla, Pan de Vida que didades de Dios, conducidos 
nos alimenta pero que al ha- por el Espiritu Santo. El nos 

harä perfectos, transformän- 

vow den os ir ura a la os 
del Espirit

it S 
u Santo. Tenemnemos 

que dejarnos hacer del Seiior. 

Y 
Personas convencidas de la 
importancia de la oraci6n. 
(ei  3, 14-21. Gal. 5, 18. IaCor. 
13, 11.2a.Cor.3, 16-18. Fil. 2, 

Latin 	
13  

imaginable. Sammy Sosa signed 

Players 	with the Texas Rangers in 1985 
for $3,500; last year the Chicago 

From page 4 	Cubs gave him a four-year con- 
tract for $42.5 million. Pedro 

bird dogs, the men who bring Martinez signed with the Dodg. 
ers in 1988 for $5,000. The Red players to a team's scouts. The Sox recently signed him to a six- bird-dog scouts are sort of free- year contract for $75 million. 

lance operators who roam the 	"They want to get out of the 
countryside in search of young island so they keep playing and 
talent to then broker to estab- they 	sign 	for 	practically lished organization officials. 	nothing," said Howie Haak, a 

"Two thousand dollars doesn't retired scout who made his re 
go very far," said Gomez, who utation in Latin countries. 

	p  will pitch in Class A ball this 	
Milton Jamail, a professor of 

year. Gomez, though, said he Latin American studies at the 

doesnot 
 feel exploited, 

 l  i 	e baseball.  he wants ,tl University of Texas, agreed. 
p y "Most of the players I've talked 

Others have come to inter- to see it as a chance to win the pret that  
de as exploitation. 	.e

ton lottery '  said Jamail, an expert and gratitude  
"A lot of people are taking on Latin baseball. "Sammy Sosa 

advantage 
of  f the l  sreatakng signed for next to nothing and 

makes $10 million. I Tony Bernazard, a Puerto Rican worth the opportunity to get 
native, a former major leaguer into the system." 
and 
union,  a  said.

official 
 of 

the 
 pee e 	Perhaps. But many challeng- say they're es face both baseball and the giving kids an opportunity. The Latin countries producing the 

Idd•has talent, and teams are players as the industry's shift looking for talent." 	 plays out. In the Dominican, the 
One talented youngster is traffic in fraudulent birth cer- 

Martin Genao, a 19-year-old Do- tificates is epidemic as the 
minican pitcher who in 1994 re- youngest players try to fake be- 
ceived $13,000 from the Dodgers. ing 16. Meanwhile, American 

"They exploit us like you agents have developed their 
would exploit a mine," said Gen- g 	 p  
ao, who is recovering from a own networks to sign young with shoulder injury. "Here you find ents before they negotiate with the clubs and get them fairer people playing in garbage  deals. dumps, in alleyways, every-  For their part, major league 
where. That's why the supply of baseball of Icials, as well as cer- 
Dominican ballplayers will never tain baseball officials in the Do- 
run out." 	 minican, wince at the prospect 

Some baseball officials defend of more expensive deals. They 
the small amounts paid to the fear they will lose their supply 
young players. Sandy Alderson, of cheaper labor, and local offi- 
president of the Oakland Ath- cials worry that, if the price for Jetics, said the bonuses might be players rises, fewer will be 
exploitation to some, but to the signed, and the foundation of 
kids its an opportunity" 	their lfaseball industry will "Let's say you have $200,000 erode. 
in signing bonus money for the 	Jose Cuello, a Dominican fa- 
year," said Alderson, whose or- ther whose son, a second base. 
ganization runs a highly regard- man, signed with the Rockies, 
ed academy on the island. "Is so- spoke of how appealing that lo- 
ciety down there better off have cal industry can be. 
ing you sign one or two kids for 	«He was so smitten with the 
$200,000 or a lot of kids for organization he nearly forgot 
$200,000?" 	 about the money," Cuello said of Other 	is say signing the the recruitment of his son. He 
Latin players  for any price af- added, "The big contract is wait- 
fords the teen-agers an oppor- ing for him up there in the big 
sanity at wealth otherwise un- leagues." 

opinion son unicamente tan 
exactas como las preguntas 
que hay deträs de ellas. 

En este caso, las preguntas 
han fluctuado desde confusas 
basta absolutamente engafio- 
sas. Para complicar el prob - 
lema, los californianos con- 
tinüan siendo indiferentes a 
los detalles de Is iniciativa de 
Unz, cuyo texto completo toda- - 
via estä por aparecer en alg in 
periodico importante. 

Cualquiera de las disposi- 
ciones siguientes de Is Propo- 

sicion 227 parecerla ser lo su- 
ficientemente controvertida 
Como pars influir sobre las 
encuestas, si los respondentes 
s61 estuvieran al tanto de el- 
las: 

Los programas de ense- 
flanza bilingue -- ya sean 
buenos, malos o indiferentes - 

serfan desmantelados, sin 
Importar los deseos de los pa- 
dres y las madres, de los edu- 
cadores ni de las juntas es- 
colares locales. A los nirios se 
los limitaria arbitrariamente 
a un afio de ensefianza espe- 
cial de ingles, y despues se les 
exigirla que "nadaran o se 
hundieran" en las aulas de 
Glases normales. 

A los maestros y director-es 
Sc los podrIa demandar per- 
sonalmente por dafios eco- 
nomicos Si se les sorpren- 
diera usando un idioma que 
no fuera el ingles pan ayu- 
dar a un(a) nifio(a). 

-- Se gastarian $50 millones 
en cada uno de los 10 afios 
prOximos en un programs 
cuestionable pars capacitar a 
inmigrantes adultos como 
preceptores de ingles. 

Una vez aprobado, el man- 
dato del ingles solamente exi- 
gina una votaci6n de los dos 
tercios de Is Legislatura pars 
enmendarlo o revocarlo. 

Nos preguntamos c6mo re- 
sponderian los californianos 
a uns pregunta que resumiera 
mäs exactamente a la Propo- 
sici6n 227 y de quo modo sus 
respuestas se compararian 
con las de las encuestas an- 
teriores. Asi que, con Is ayu- 
da de los estudiantes de la Es- 
cuela de Ensefianza de Is 
Universidad del Sur de Cali- - 
fornia, efectuamos nuestro 
propio experimento. 

Hicimos a 130 electores in- 
scriptos Is pregunta del 
"Times" de Los Angeles: 
"Hay una nueva iniciativa 
quo trata de calificar pars la 
boleta de las elecciones pri- 
marias de junio, que exigiria 
quo toda Is ensenanza püblica 

11'  KCB®TV 
LUBBOCK 

- 

KCBD, NEWSCHANNEL 11, has an opening for 
a Commercial Producer. Schedule, write and 
produce commercials. Requires strong writing 
and organizational skills along with good people 
skills, video production and editing experience 
also required. Prefer degree in telecommunica- 
tions, advertising or marketing. Apply at KCBD- 
TV, 5600 Avenue A, Lubbock, TX. 79404. EOE. 
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Hay un "grav[simo deterioto 

de los derechos humanos en 
Chiapas, diagnostics Ia Comisi6n 
Civil Internacional de Observe- 
cion por los Derechos Humanos, 
en un amplio informe que sera 
entregado el 30 del presente mes 
al Parlamento Europeo, en el 
cual seiiala a la UE pedir a M6x- 
ico que permits "una verificaci6n 
permanente de las conditions" 
existentes en materia de der- 
echos humanos. 

"M6xico vive -califican los ob- 
servadores internationales - una 
situation de profunda descompo- 
sicion politico y de preocupante 
desestructuracion social". 

A su vez, el obispo de Zamora, 
Carlos Suarez Caceres, en an 
mensaje de cuaresma valor6 que 
M€xico vive una crisis que 
"parece no teuer fin" y expuso 
que el mayor signo se evidencia 
en el conflicto chiapaneco, en Ia 
inseguridad reinante y en el em- 
pobrecimiento generalizado. 

A su vez, organizaciones de 
ciudadanos, intelectuales y aca- 
d€micos enviarän mafiana jueves 
una carte püblica al Gobierno 
Federal, al EZLN y al Congreso, 
Para solicitar una "pr6rroga" en 
el proceso legislativo de Ia int- 
ciativa sobre derechos indigenas 
con objeto de "recuperar" el dia- 
logo e Chiapas "y tratar de Ue- 
gar a un acuerdo de consenso". 

Al entregar el informe elabo- 
rado por 210 personas de 11 
pafses diferentes, integrantes la 
Comisi6n Civil International de 
Observaci6n por los Derechos 
Humanos declararon sentirse 
"extra-fiados" porque Ia SRE no 
les he permitido como observ- 
adores extranjeros el acceso a la 
forma FMS. 

El texto sera entregado a la 
Cocopa y a Ia Conai y en 61 se 
hacen 11 recomendaciones, tras 
Ia matanza de Acteal, y se con- 
dein  abierta y duramente el cli- 
me de violencia, el militarismo, 
Ia impunidad, los grupos para- 
militares y Ia creciente miseria 
del sudeste. 

"Hay que sefialar -sustentan 
los 	observadores 	interne- 
cionales- que son numerosos los 
derechos humanos vulnerados 
en Chiapas. Dicha situaci6n se 
da en todos los ämbitos e incluye 
los derechos relativos a la vida; 
a Ia libertad personal; a Ia liber- 
tad de circulaci6n y estableci- 
miento; a Ia protecci6n y seguri- 
dad de las personas en territorio 
mexicano; a la protection contra 
Ia detention arbitraria, por 
parte de los poderes püblicos; los 
derechos de libertad de pensa- 
miento, conciencia y religion; el 
derecho a unas elections libree, 
pluralistas y democraticas". 

Elaborado en memoria de  José  

a erigirae, ante la situaci6n de 
descomposicion politics y social 
que wive el M6xico actual, en el 
autentico protagonists". 

Las Recomendaciones 
La Comisi6n de Observadores 

Internationales por los Derechos 
Humanos recomiendan mediante 
11 pantos, una Serie de acciones 
tendentes a lograr Ia pacifica- 
d on del sudeste 

Como primer punto engen el 
cumplfmiento inmediato e lnte- 
gro de losAcuerdos de San An- 
dr6s; el respeto al proyecto de 
iniciativa de reformas constitu- 
cionales de la Cocopa; consolida- 
don de las funciones de instan- 
cies de intermediaci6n (Conai) y 
de verificaci6n (Cosever); poner- 
fin a la militarizaci6n y paramili- 
tarizaci6n y asegurar el libre ac- - 
ceso a Ia justicia y promover Ia 
luchs contra Ia impunidad, por 
medio de las acciones globales y 
no meramente simbblicas. 

Asimismo, se pronuncia por Ia. 
amnistia inmediata a log presos 
politicos; el retorno de los des- 
plazadoa a aus comunidades de 
origen; fortalecimiento de los or- 
ganiamoe de derechos humanos 
mexicanos y garantias pare los 
de caräcter international, asi 
como la designaci6n de un rela- 
tor especial de Ia ONU pare 
Mexico. 

"Es necesario el estableci- 
miento de un mecanismo por 
parte de la Union Europea de 
seguimiento de Ia cläusula dem- 
ocrätica y de derechos humanos, 
Ia cual, si el acuerdo de asocia- 
ci6n econ6mica, de coordinaci6n 
polltica y de cooperaci6n firmado 
con Mexico se hate vigente, de- - 
berla permitir proceder a una 
verificaci6n permanente de la 
situaci6n de los derechos hu- 
manos en Mexico. 

Dicho mecanismo, deberia in- 
tegrar a lag diferentes organiza- 
ciones sociales mexicanas e in- 
ternacionales de defense de los 
derechoshumanos", finalize. 

Ia riqueza, pese a is effistencia 
de recursos petroliferos e hi- 
dräulicos. 

FALTA VOLUNTAD 
POLITICA 

La citada comisi6n interna- 
cional refiere que he podido con- 
statar "la generalizada decep- 
ci6n" por ]a falte de cumplimien- 
to por parte del Gobierno Feder- 
al de lo acordado en San Andres 
Larrainzar."Debemos mostrar - 
puntualiza-, nuestra perplejidad 
por la negative gubernamental 
de aceptar el proyecto de Ia Co- 
copa, proyecto consensuado con 
todas las fuerzas polfticas y 
aceptado por el EZLN cuyo 6xito 
hubfiese contribuido quiz!; de 
manera decisive a Ia soluci6n del 
conflicto, poni€ndose con ello las 
bases pare Ia reestructuraci6n 
social, politico y econ6mica de Ia 
zones, a Ia vez que abrir un nue- 
vo panorama en el reconocimien- 
to de los derechos indfgenas". 

Interpreta que la mtntanza- 
ci6n, la presencia de grupos par- 
amilitares y la campaffa xenof6- 
bica qua pretends evitar la pree- 
encia de extranjeros en Ia zone 
son signs de que pese al discur- 
so oficial, que insiste una y otra 
vez en Ia voluntad de diälogo, 
"parate obvio que lo que estä 
promoviendo es el debilitamiento 
del diälogo, el descr6dito de las 
instancias de coadyuvancia, in- 
termediaci6n y verification y Ia 
posibilidad de una salfda no vio- 
lenta". 

Y remata: "En estos dias tan- 
to el PAN como el PRI han pre- 
sentado sus respectivos proyec- 
tos de ley indigene que vienen a 
certificar la ausencia de volun- 
tad de contar con la expresi6n 
directs de la voz de los dietintos 
pueblos indigenas, inhabilitando 
de 

 

to Ia via de negotiation 
abierta por los Acuerdos de San 
Andrea. 

"Se trata -explica- de un paeo 
mäe dentro de uns estrategia 
previa que he Ilevado al Ejdreito 

presenter las denuncias de su 
comunfdad ante la Comiaion 
Civil Internacional, el reports 
recopila informaci6o obtenida 
entre el 16 y 28 de febrero de 
aste aiio deaglosado en tres 
apartados: las visitas y encuen- 
tros;las dificultades encontradas 

are el desempeflo de an labor; y 
el anälisis, valoraci6n y carac- 
terizaci6n del conflicto. 

Por su parts, ei diputado per- 
redista Demetrio Sodi de la Ti- 
jera, quien trabaja en Ia inicia- 
tiva de prbrroga legislative jun. 
to con otras 20 personas-,justi- 

 Scb la carte con el alegatö de 
que no serfs conveniente pars el 
pals sacar una ley que no cuente 
con el respaldo de los zapatistas 
y de los indfgenas. 

"El objetivo final de la ley ea 
Ia paz, no legislar por legislar. 

Desvincular is ley del proceso 
de negociaci6n en Chiapas es 
hater que esa ley nazca muerta", 
advfrti6 Sodi de la Tijera. 

El perredista manifesto que 
los firmantes de Ia carta desta- 
can que debe darre uns prbrroga 
al proceso legislativo como parte 
de un dltimo esfuerzo uara recu- 
perar el dialogo entre el Gobier- 
no Federal y los zapatistas y tra- 
tar de alcanzar un acuerdo de 
consenso. 

"Estamos platicando (esta car- 
ta) con diputados y senadores 
are que se adhieran. Lo peor 

que puede pager es dejar dedia-  
logar, hater a un lado el consen- 
so. Esto marcarla no solo Is paz 
en Chiapas, sino el camino que 
seguirä en los pr6xfmos aflos el 
gobierno del Presidents Zedillo. 

Sodi de la Tijera rematb con 

otra aavercenia: bI optamos 
por el mayoriteo, vamos a entrar 
a un conflicto permanente. Este 
iniciativa buscarfa entonces uns 
tregua en el proceso legislativo". 

Asimismo, en el analisis en- 
tregado a nombre de  los  observ- 
adores internationales por Igna- 
cio Garcia Garcia, Sigf-ido Mir- 
alles y Alejandro Goldberg, se 
describe al sistema de gobierno 
mexicano como de "democracig 
presidencialista" y refiere que de 
91 millones 800 mil mexicanos, 
11.4% es analfabeto. 

"El estado de Chiapas diag- 
nostica- vive en estos momentos 
las consecuencias de una pro- 
funda descomposici6n politico y 
de preocupante 

desestructuraci6n 	social. 
Desde todos los niveles se per- 
cibe comb las estructuras insti- 
tucionales son incapaces de ase- 
gurar Ia vigencia del estado de 
derecho y cömo Ia sociedad chia- 
paneca y, especialmente, las 
comunidades indigenas sufren 
las consecuencias de uns situa- 
ci6n generalizada de violencia y 
de impunidad". 

Expone que los factores que 
en mayor medida contribuyen a 
crear esta situaci6n son Ia in- 
tenaa militarizaci6n de la zone; 
la presencia de grupos paramili- 
tarea; la situaci6n generalizada 
de impunidad; los obstäculos 
para el acceso a la justicia; Ia 
situation de miseria estructural 
qua sufren las comunidades; Ia 
represi6n hacia las formas de or- 
ganizacibn de Ia sociedad civil; y 
"la falta de voluntad politico 
pan la büsqueda de una solu- 
don respetuosa con las e lgen- 
cias indfgenas. 
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"Hemoa constatado uns in- 
tensa presencia del ej6tcfifD qua, 
segün los testimonios, consti- 
tuye uno de los factores mae de- 
terminantes en las violaciones 
de los derechos humans. EI 
gobierno arguments que cumple 
funciones estrictamente consti- 
tucionales Pero es obvio que 
estä ejerciendo funciones de 
geati6n y promotion social y age. 
guramiento del orden publico 
qua no le corresponden", agrega. 

La prIcticamente totalidad de 
opiniones recabadas ratifican 
qua Ia presencia del Ejercito for- 
ma parte de una estrategia gum 
bernamental dirigida a evitar Ia 
extensi6n de Ia zone de influen- 
cia pr6xima a lag demandas zapa- 
tistaa y a cercar y debilitar al 
EZLN mediante el acoso a las 
comunidades, que se manifiestan 
cercanas a sus planteamientos 
Bobre el reconocimiento de los 
derechos de los pueblos indfge- 
nas. 

Y juzga: "En nuestra tares de 
observation hemos podido recog- 
er numerosas quejas que denun- 
cian Ia ocupaci6n de tierras de 
cultivo, por parte de los destaca- 
mentos militares, las amenazas 
conatantes, los robos, las viola- 
ciones a mujeres, detenciones 
extrajudiciales y una constante 
intimidation traducida en incur- 
aiones terrestres y a6reas que 
colocan a numerosas comun- 
idades indigenas en una perma- 
nente situaci6n de terror e inse- 
guridad. 

EL PRI Y LOS GRUPOS 
PARAMILITARES 

En su informs, los observ- 
adores internacionales apuntar- 
on que (la proliferation) los  grow 
pos armados que de modo siste- 
mätico y selectivo introducen elm 

 de enfrentamiento in- 
tra e intercomunitario, respon- 
der a una estrategia dirigida a 
provocar desplazamientos ma- 
eivos de poblacion que buscan 
desestructurar socialmente zo- 
nes enteras y deshacer el entra- 
mado reivindicativo organizado 
de la sociedad civil. 
Acuse al PRI de tener 

"implications" en este asunto. 
La mayorfa de los testimonios 

tits-, apuntan a relacionar di- 
rectamente a efectivos del Ej€r- 
cito y de cuerpos de policfa con 
dichos grupos armados. Tanto 
respecto del suministro de arm 
mes, como incluso de su forma- - 
don y adiestramiento. Las con- 
tradicciones presentes en las in- 
vestigaciones de Acteal reforzar- 
fan estas tesis. 

Tambien se he podido observ- 
er que Ia contradicci6n entre los 
intereses de terratenientes y 
comunidades se sitüa entre  into 
de los factores que explica la 
proliferation de grupos armados. 
Concretamente, se trata de Ia 
via escogida por algunos de ellos 
pars intimidar y expulsar a com- 
unidades enteral de sus tierrar 
ejidales. 

Respecto de Ia posible impli- 
caci6n del PRI y de instancias 
gubernamentales con  los  grupos 
armados, menciona que se han 
encontrado evidencias notables 
Bobre todo en relation con Ia or- 
ganizaci6n Desarrollo, Paz y 
Justitia, por cuanto on principal 
representante es diputado del 
PRI en el estado de Chiapas y 
no ha habido -haste la fecha- re- - 
accion alguna ni por parte del 
PRI in por parts del gobierno". 

La situaci6n global de impu- 
nidad, continua, es otro elemen- 
to que complica is delicada sit- 
uaci6n; existe una "enorme  de- - 
sconflanza de las comunidades 
hacia los estamentos judicialea y 
quienes presentan alguna de- - 
nuncia ban sufrido Ia persecu- 
don de los encargados de Ia se- - 
guridad püblica y de grupos par- 
amilitares. 

Argumenta que en Mexico 
exiaten presos politicos que son 
en la mayorfa de los canon diri- 
gentes de comunidades de base 
de epoyo zapatistas y afirma que 
el estado de Chiapas tiene uno 
de  "los  peores indicadores so- 
ciales" por el desigual reparto de 
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