
Merely Mustard

As Reported by . . .
Stormie Meriwether,
Eleventh Grade Student
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Last week I began to write 
about my having a moment 
of particularly clear thought, 
and being surprised that I 
had more things to do than I 
anticipated, on a day I didn’t 
think would be busy. I pro-
ceeded to deviate from what 
I intended to say, and I sus-
pect I also managed to give 
the impression that the chal-
lenge presented by the things 
I had to do was greater than it 
actually was. That was an un-
intentional implication. Now 
I return to what I intended to 
write about last week, with the 
hope that, if I divert, it doesn’t 
derail entirely the direction of 

this piece.
When I discovered that I 

had quite a bit more to do than 
I expected, I encountered an 
even greater surprise – that 
of not being weighed down to 
the point of inaction. My real-
istic assessment was that if 
I were to do all of the things 
I had identified as needing 
to be done that day, it would 
take most of the day. And I 
hadn’t planned on spending 
that much time that day on 
doing those sorts of things. 
Often, in those circumstanc-
es I tend to rebel against the 
weight of the burden and de-
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Call 806-826-3505 for information
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Memorial Dec. 12
For John Simpson

Mustang Field will be site of 
a memorial service for John 
Earl Simpson, Wheeler’s big-
gest football fan. The event is 
set to start at 6:30.

John Earl Simpson, 72, of 

John Earl Simpson

Here at Kelton ISD, stu-
dents are provided the oppor-
tunity to compete in an inter-

Breakfast With Santa, Christmas Parade,
Pictures, Bring Letters Saturday, December 12th 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA:
The Wheeler Volunteer Fire Department will be hosting 

Santa along with a Breakfast To-Go starting at 10 am-12 pm. 
Breakfast served in To-Go boxes will be bacon, pancakes, 
butter, and syrup. There is no cost, this is a free event. We 
are grateful for the food donations from Market Square Thrift-
way. However, donations are encouraged and will go towards 
North Wheeler County Toys for Tots. 

Santa will be on a firetruck and available for kids to take 
pictures with him. Parents are encouraged to bring their cam-
eras/cell phones to capture the pictures or have them ready 
and we will take a picture with your phone/camera. The lineup 
starts on Sweetwater and 6th (east side of the fire station), we 
will have kids get out and drop off their letter to Santa and take 
a picture with Santa on the firetruck. The WVFD will deliver 
breakfast to your vehicle. 

CHRISTMAS PARADE:
Saturday evening, we encourage everyone that would like 

to participate in the Christmas Parade to line up at 10th and 
Red River (SE corner of Parkview) at 5:30 pm. The parade will 
then start at 6:00 pm and take the same route as the 4th of 
July Parade: head west on 10th to the Wheeler Nursing and 
Rehab, then north on Kiowa Street, turn east on 7th Street, 
then North on Main Street, and end at the Courthouse Square. 
No need to register, just show up at 5:30 pm and line up. 

CANDLELIGHT MEMORIAL:
Saturday, December 12 at 6:30 pm, we will have a candle-

light memorial for John Earl Simpson at the Wheeler Nichol-
son Football Field. Masks are mandatory and social distance 
observed. Please dress warm and spread the word.

Robotic Chinchillas Robotics Team: Members include David Saminego, Alexis Lopez, Pavan 
Patel, Raj Bhakta and the lead coach, Roy Herdon.

Gemini #14806 is working on their autonomous to get ready for 
the scrimmage in Dimmitt Texas, on December 12th. Capryse 
Chapell, Faith Tolland, and Iseis Parks.

Robotic Roosters #18453 are practicing driving their robot and 
testing their new arm. Seth Bryant and Gabe Alvarado.

Robotic Chinchillas #9778 are practicing driving their robot and 
shooting rings for the scrimmage in Dimmitt Texas on December 
12th. Pavan Patel and Raj Bhakta.

Dimmitt 
Robotics

Meet 
Cancelled

Kelton Robotics Teams
Prepare For Competition

national robotics competition 
called the First Tech Chal-

Crafty Shack
Seeks Artists

The Wheeler Crafty Shack 
is calling ALL creative kids! 
They are hosting a contest 
and accepting entries for a 
kid(s) to paint or draw what 
they want on their big win-
dow at The Crafty Shack. You 
can send your entry to The 
Wheeler Crafty Shack Face-
book Page or slide it under 
the door at The Crafty Shack. 
Nominations will be posted 
on their Facebook Page.

We have exciting news! We 
have NEW Chamber Cash 
available for purchase! The 
Chamber Cash can be used 
at ALL North Wheeler Coun-
ty establishments that are 
Wheeler Chamber members. 
Perfect for stocking stuffers 
and birthdays!! Wheeler 
Chamber Cash is in $10 in-
crements and works just like 
a gift certificate at our partici-
pating businesses. They will 
have a “We Love Local” heart 
decal on their door/window” 
to show they accept Chamber 
Cash. 

If you would like to pur-

N. Wheeler County Chamber Cash
chase Chamber Cash, please 
contact the Wheeler Cham-
ber Office at 505 S. Alan L. 
Bean Blvd, under the water 
tower or email chamber@
wheelertexas.org. 

Audra Reeder, Sr.
Honorable Mention

 Savanna Sims, Jr.
Honorable Mention

Fort Elliott All-District Volleyball

Services Dec. 10
For June Topper

Services will be 10:00 
AM Thursday, December 
10, 2020 in Calvary Baptist 
Church in Clarendon.

Congrtulations, Savanna 
Sims and Audra Reeder, 
both received All-District Hon-
orable Mention for their play 
on the Fort Elliott Volleyball 
team.

— cwe —

Dear Friends, My birthday 
was awesome! On Friday I 
had school. Thanks for all 
the Happy Birthday wishes. It 
was fun. Mrs. Keys class sur-
prised me. I couldn’t get on 
the Meet. I kept saying, “is ev-
erything ok? I can’t see you.” 
Mrs. Keys told me her cam-
era was not working. Then 
it came on and they all had 
candles burning and sang 



Canadian
Redi-Mix, Inc.

. . . for all your Concrete
Needs!

806-323-5379

V. L. CONCRETE
Wheeler, Texas

Experienced — Free Estimate
Your idea or mine!

Victor Loera                 806.216.2826
  Listen To . . .

KPDR-FM, 90.3
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DIAMOND SHOP
111 N. CUYLER  •  806-665-2831
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lenge. Students enrolled in 
this program are greeted by 
a new game each year and 
teams are challenged to con-
struct a robot that will accom-
plish the complex task within 
the game. This year, the 
game is called Ultimate Goal 
in which the primary goal of 
the robot is to acquire game 

elements and shoot them into 
their designated locations. 
In this competitive contest, 
teams can advance from the 
district, state, and eventually 
the global level. Kelton has a 
total of four First Tech Chal-
lenge teams all of which have 
varying levels of experience. 

The most experienced team 
at Kelton is the FTC-9778 Ro-
botic Chinchillas. This team 

has participated in the chal-
lenge for about five years 
and is decorated with vari-
ous accomplishments. These 
awards include winning the 
State Inspire Award in 2018 
and 2019 and advancing 
to the world competition in 
2018 and 2019. The Chinchil-
las have also won the state 
championship in 2018 and 
received the 2nd place award 
at the state competition in 
2019. Last year, the members 
of this team graduated, but a 
new group of experienced in-

dividuals are ready to follow 
their footsteps and maintain 
a prosperous team. The new 
members include Pavan Pa-
tel, Raj Bhakta, Alexis Lopez, 
David Saminego, and the 
lead coach, Roy Herdon.

Pavan Patel is a 15-year-
old sophomore at Kelton ISD 
and is the lead programmer, 
builder, and driver. This will 
be Pavan’s third year partici-
pating in the First Tech Chal-
lenge and he has advanced 
to the state competition for 
two consecutive years and 
hopes to mimic his success 
once again. Along the way, 
his team has been awarded 
the 3rd place Inspire Award, 
Rockwell Collins Award, and 
Think Award. He also serves 
as a mentor for the rookie 
teams at Kelton and enjoys 
teaching them about the vari-
ous aspects of coding and 
building. Pavan is an aspir-
ing mechanical engineer and 

wishes to enroll in the Texas 
Tech University Mechanical 
Engineering program. 

Raj Bhakta is a 15-year-old 
sophomore at Kelton and is 
responsible for building, pro-
gramming, and driving this 
year’s robot. This will be Raj’s 
second year participating in 
the First Tech Challenge af-
ter leading a rookie team last 
year. Raj is an active mem-
ber of our local community 
and helps expose younger 
children at our school to the 
world of robotics. He and 
Pavan coordinate several 

events such as the Halloween 
Robotics Games and Robotic 
Easter Egg Hunt. Raj is also a 
knowledgeable programmer 
and builder that also helps 
mentor the younger teams. 
In the future, Raj wishes to 
attend Texas Tech University 
and major in mechanical en-
gineering 

David Sameingo is a 
12-year-old 7th grader at 
Kelton ISD and is the lead 
designer for the Chinchil-
las. David is responsible for 
managing all computer-aid-
ed design on the team and 
maintaining the 3-D printer. 
He also helps organize many 
events that introduce the 
younger student population 
to robotics. David wants to 
attend Texas Tech University 
and wishes to major in bio-
chemical engineering. 

Alexis Lopez is a 17-year-
old junior at Kelton and is re-
sponsible for recording all of 
the team’s doings in the En-
gineering Notebook. Addition-
ally, she also helps arrange 
many of our fundraising 
events. This will be Alexis’s 
second year competing in the 
contest and she carries vari-
ous preexisting awards such 
as the design award. She 
also enjoys helping younger 
children with their engineer-
ing notebooks. In the near 
future, Alexis wishes to at-
tend Texas Tech University to 
enroll in the nursing program. 

Last but not least, Roy 
Herndon is the lead coach for 
all teams at Kelton, including 
the Robotic Chinchillas. Mr. 
Herndon strives to provide all 
of his students with the ad-
equate knowledge needed to 
initiate their robotics journey 
by providing them with the 
proper materials and knowl-
edge. He also leads many of 
our fundraising activities and 
strives to maintain a success-
ful robotics program. 

The new members of the 
Robotic Chinchillas are eager 
to tackle this year’s challenge 
and have already constructed 
their first robot. They are in 
the process of perfecting their 
design and are ready to at-
tend an upcoming scrimmage 
in Dimmitt. 

Kelton        (from Page 1) 

ORIGINAL BLUE DAWN 
. . . It’s not just for dishes 

anymore
EYEGLASS DEFOGGER
Simply rub a small drop of 

Dawn on eyeglass lenses, 
and wipe clean. It will leave a 
very thin film that will prevent 
them from fogging up.

SHOWER FLOORS
Cover greasy footprints on 

shower floors with a coating 
of Dawn; let sit overnight. 
Scrub away the gunk in the 
morning with a stiff brush.
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Send Us Your
Child’s
Picture

w/Name,
Age, Parents

& Grandparents

No Charge!
wtimes@windstream.net

For all your . . .
Insurance Needs, See

Eastern Panhandle
Insur. Agency, Inc.

206 N. Madden
Shamrock

806/256-5401
•Auto •Home •Life •Health

•Commercial •Bonds

Fort Elliott Elementary 
Cougars of the Week
Nov. 30 thru Dec. 4

Second Grade
Emily Ramos

Fifth Grade
Cutter Atkins

Sunday Nite Live
KPDR-FM, 90.3

. . . Live from Wheeler
8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Thank You
I would like to say thank 

you for the love and  kindness 
shown to us during the illness 
and loss of JC. Thanks to 
everyone who said a prayer, 
sent flowers, cards, cooked 
food or brought paper goods 
and thanks to his friends and 
family who came to say “I 
love you” one last time.

A special Thank you to 
Mal and Barb Mixon, John 
Walker and Wheeler County, 
Dr. Logothetis, Claudette 
and staff at MD Anderson. 
Thank you to our children and 
grandchildren who were al-
ways here for us. 

I love you.
Patty Brooks

           Christmas
        Park

           Christmas
        Park

Elk City'sElk City's

in the

Visit Visit 

This fantastic holiday light display can be 

viewed nightly from 6-11 p.m. and 

concludes on New Year's Eve. 

With wonderful sponsors and donations 

merrily accepted from visitors, Christmas 

in the Park is a holiday tradition!

This fantastic holiday light display can be 

viewed nightly from 6-11 p.m. and 

concludes on New Year's Eve. 

With wonderful sponsors and donations 

merrily accepted from visitors, Christmas 

in the Park is a holiday tradition!

November 27th - December 31st 

Retail District 
Stores Open Late
FRIDAY UNTIL 7PM

Dec. 4th, 11th & 18th

Free Activities Every Fri. & Sat. 6-9 PM • Dec. 11th- Dec. 19th

580.225.0207 • elkcitychamber.com
Please give to a local charity

Participating
Businesses:

Thousands of dollars in Gifts and Chamber Dollars 
to be Given Away December 16th & 17th

580 Mercantile
BTB’s Records & Rarities
Barber-Dyson Ford-Lincoln
Bella Vita
Carrol’s Shoe Corner
Chicken Express
Currell’s Do It Center
Damron Jewelers
Davis Printing Co.
DJ’s Rentals and Sales
Doug Gray Auto Group
Dr.’s Bintz & Ellis

Elk City News
Galleria Furniture Outlet
Garage Bicycle Works
Grandview Pharmacy
H & H Electronics
Ionix
Keith’s Butcher Shop
Kilhoffer Flooring Center
LaDonna’s Wine & Spirits
L & R Tire & Truck Service
Main Street Coffee & Cafe

McAlary ATV & Cycle
Merrifield Office Supply
Midwest Farm Supply
Mostly Mail
Mountain Man’s Axe 
 Throwing & Grub
Page Jewelers
Paul Jones Drug
Pizza Hut
S & S Quality Carpet
Sears

Shannon’s Custom Paint 
 & Body
Southern & Co Marketplace
Terry’s Furniture Showroom
The Attic Door
The Everett Blake Society
The Lift CryoSpa
The Natural Way Dispensary
The Tool Box
The Vogue Boutique
The ZOO 101.7 
Troy Jones Equipment

Special  Holiday 
Drawing 

Dec. 17th  @ 8 p.m. 
MAIN STREET 

COFFEE & CAFE
> MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN <
Activities Start @ 6 pm

Retail District 
• Visit Whoville
• Santa & Mrs. Claus 
• The Grinch
• Ponce Productions
• Carolers

to Win!to Win!
STOP shop STOP shop 

$100 Gift$100 Gift

> Need not be present to win Dec. 16th drawing <

Limited Edition
Christmas
Ornaments
Christmas
Ornaments
Make it a Tradition!

Ornaments can be 
purchased at the 

Chamber of Commerce, 
Transportation Museum, 
City Hall and the Ginger 

Bread Gift Shop on Friday 
and Saturday Evenings 
at Christmas in the Park.

Nov. 19th-
Dec. 16th
Nov. 19th-
Dec. 16th

$15.00$15.00

November 27-29
Untitled Pop Up Theatre 

“A Christmas Carol”
A Radio Play

Nightly at 7:30pm • Sunday at 2:30pm
Museum Opera House

The Elves of 

Elkwood S’mores 

Shop

 

Christmas in the Park

Dec. 11-12
6 - 9 pm

The Way Church
Community  Candle 

Light Service 
Ackley Park

December 18th 

8:30pm

• Tour the Park on the Mistletoe

   Express, a Double Decker Bus

• Visit Santa at Santa's Park Place

• Candycane Express

   Miniature Train Rides

• Ride the Centennial Carousel

• Holly Jolly Trolley Rides

Our Mission: “Create an en-
vironment that promotes busi-
ness and education, develops 
leadership, and enhances the 
quality of life throughout the 
Wheeler Area.”

CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP DRIVE!!!!
If you are interested in be-

ing part of the Wheeler Cham-
ber, please contact Kristen 
Moudy for more info or email 
chamber@wheelertexas.org 
for a chamber membership 
packet.

PLEASE NOTE This year 
to accept and be fully reim-
bursed for CHAMBER CASH, 
you will need to be a Cham-
ber Member, so as we head 
into the holiday season, we 
will be promoting the new 
Chamber Cash so become a 
member today!

We are here to help and 
serve chamber, as we move 
forward to promote our won-
derful community. If there is 
anything that may hold you 
back, please come visit with 
us, as we would like to see 
what we can do to help. Ev-
ery person, every business is 
unique. We want the opportu-
nity to help promote this 

(Continued Page 5)
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termine I don’t want to fool 
with any of it. To aid in visual-
izing what that might look like, 
picture a toddler when he is 
told to clean up his toys, or 
that he must brush his teeth. 
Such is often my internal re-
action. (As I have also said 
before, I think in many ways 
we never really grow out of 
being children, and as I have 

also said, in many ways it is 
probably better that we don’t 
grow out of it.)

But on this day the clear-
thinking persisted beyond the 
initial identification of things 
to do; it remained with me 
long enough for me to de-
termine that the list wasn’t 
insurmountable, and that, al-
though I didn’t want to spend 
that much time on it, I had 
sufficient time to do both what 

I needed and some (though 
considerably less than I ini-
tially hoped) of what I wanted 
to do that day, but only if I 
maintained a methodical ap-
proach. The two things that 
came to mind were “point by 
point” and “smooth”. That is, 
in order to make it through 
the list and have peace at 
the end, I needed to move 
orderly, point by point, re-
gardless of my feelings (al-

though as progress is made, 
the feeling of satisfaction 
and momentum tends also 
to accumulate and increase 
in force, like a snowball roll-
ing downhill). And “smooth” 
represented the need to be 
deliberate and methodical as 
I moved through the list, tak-
ing care to do things slowly 
enough that I did them right. 
I have found that doing things 
smoothly preserves psycho-
logical calm (which helps 
keep me on track), and pre-
vents the time lost by having 
to revise or re-do things. Two 
quotes come to mind, to re-
inforce this concept: “Haste 
makes for waste,” and “If you 
don’t have time to do it right, 
when will you have time to do 
it over?”

That these thoughts ac-
companied my discovery 
of all that I had to do was a 
phenomenon in and of itself. 
I wish I knew what prompted 
it, so I could tap in to it more 
often. Nevertheless, I had 
had that experience before, 
and this time it again proved 
a truth that tends to be hidden 

Wheeler, TX passed away on 
November 24, 2020.

Private family services 
were held.

John was born December 
26, 1947 in Amarillo, TX to 
Earl and Mary Ann Simpson. 
John graduated from Amarillo 
High School in 1966. He then 
attended Amarillo College 
and while he was there, he 
was a manager of the boys 
basketball team. John then 
moved to Levelland, TX to 
attend South Plains College 
from 1968-1970 where he 
earned an Associate Degree 
in Landscape Irrigation De-
sign. In 1970, John moved to 
Irving, TX where he worked 
for an irrigation design com-
pany. John helped to design 
and install the irrigation sys-
tem at Texas Stadium in the 
early ‘70s. John lived in Irving 
for about 7 years before mov-
ing to Wheeler, TX. John Earl 
worked at the First United 
Methodist Church of Wheeler 
until he retired in 2005.

John loved everything 
sports! He watched thou-
sands of games on television 
as well as in person over the 
years. He especially loved 
watching the Dallas Cowboys 
and the Texas Rangers. His 
favorite college teams were 
Texas Tech, Texas A & M, and 
The University of Kentucky 
basketball team. His favor-
ite high school team was the 
Wheeler Mustangs.

John Earl kept statistics on 
major league football, basket-
ball and baseball teams as 
well as college teams. He was 
able to tell you how a team 
ranked and winners of the 
championship games over 
the years. He also kept the 
statistics for middle and high 
school students in Wheeler. 
He loved the Wheeler Mus-
tangs attending most home 
games and as many away 
games as possible from the 
1970’s to 2010. John was 
known well in Wheeler by 
many adults and kids alike.

John loved his family espe-
cially his sisters and nieces 
and nephews. He loved lis-
tening to country and gospel 
music. His all time favorite 
performer was Tanya Tucker. 
He loved living in Wheeler, 
even as a teenager when 
he spent summers with his 
grandparents, Elmer and Lela 
Simpson.

John was preceded in 
death by his parents, Earl and 
Mary Ann Simpson, and Mil-
dred Simpson.

Survivors include his sis-
ters, Mary Mignon Lance and 
husband, Donnie, of Rock-
wall, Susan Gordon and hus-
band, Rick, of Lubbock; niec-
es Michelle Lance Matsler of 
Marietta, GA and Christian 
Lance Schreiner of Forney, 
TX; Nephews J Scott Gordon 
and William David Gordon, 
both of Lubbock.

The family requests in lieu 
of flowers donations be made 
to your favorite charity in 
memory of John Earl Simp-
son.

from me: although sometimes 
there simply isn’t enough time 
to handle everything, often 
my problem isn’t so much a 
shortage of available time as 
it is that I don’t use the time 
properly, often squandering it 
by yielding to the part of me 
that gives in to defeat before 
beginning, or the part that 
wants to do something else. 
I believe these attributes are 
in all of mankind, in different 

proportions, which I believe 
is part of what contributes to 
the broad variability of people 
and personalities, but that is 
another topic. For now I will 
be satisfied in the discovery 
I made, and try to hold on to 
it, until it inevitably slips from 
my grasp, like water that falls 
through the tiny gaps of a 
loosely-cupped hand, vanish-
ing before my eyes, though I 
never noticed it slipping away.

Merely      (from Page 1) 

John Earl   (from Page 1) 

Kelton Robotics Team Prepared
For Cancelled Dimmitt Meet Sat.

Time is ticking and gears 
are turning here at Kelton ISD 
as an upcoming scrimmage 
approaches on December 12 
in Dimmitt. This time of year 
marks the beginning of so-
called “crunch time” for the 
members of the Kelton Ro-
botics Program as builders 
are fixing minor mechanical 
flaws, programmers are iron-
ing out small bugs within their 
code, and the engineering 
notebook committee is coor-
dinating our upcoming fun-
draisers. In the wake of our 
new “normal,” the entirety of 
placement-related meets will 
be conducted virtually, but an 
upcoming in-person scrim-
mage in Dimmitt is rapidly 
approaching. The four teams 
at Kelton, all of which have 
varying levels of experience 
within the challenge, will be 
competing in this scrimmage.

The most experienced 
team at Kelton, the Robotic 
Chinchillas, have a fully func-
tional robot along with vari-
ous autonomous programs. 
Builders Pavan Patel and 
Raj Bhakta have ironed out 
small kinks within their robot, 
making it both reliable and 
efficient. Their robot consists 
of a chain-driven intake sys-
tem and a central conveyor 
belt that transports rings to a 
shooting flywheel all of which 
is mated to a chain-driven 
mecanum drive train. Their 
robot can shoot each disk 
into the topmost goal, shoot 
powershot targets, and effec-
tively manipulate the wobble 
goal.  Additionally, the team 
has various autonomous 
programs and is currently 
working on TensorFlow. Ten-
sorFlow is an autonomous vi-
sion program that allows the 
robot to distinguish between 
various game elements. This 
type of technology has been 
implemented in many mod-
ern-day machines, such as 
the Tesla. 

The Wookie Robotics team 
is also preparing for the up-
coming competition and they 
too have a fully operational 
robot. Builders Jet Erickson 
and Vincent Sherwood have 
completed construction on 
their robot and are now lo-
cating minor glitches in their 
design and code. Their robot 
consists of a claw attached 
to a primary arm, all of which 
is mounted onto a two-wheel 
-drive drivetrain. Their robot 
can effectively place rings 
in the bottom goal and can 
effectively manipulate the 
wobble goal. In the weeks be-
fore the contest, Raj plans on 
helping them construct their 
first autonomous program.

Gemini Robotics is also 
another rookie team to come 
from Kelton. The team con-
sists of Caylan Schaffer, Faith 
Toland, Capryce Chappel, 
Macie Lamar, and Zen Lister. 
At the moment, Caylan Schaf-
fer and Capryce Chapel have 
constructed a reliable robot 
that can manipulate both the 
wobble goal and rings. With 
the help of Pavan, Faith and 
Macie have also completed 

an effective autonomous pro-
gram. Additionally, Mr. Hern-
don has recently consulted 
them about potential rede-
signs on their robot in which 
they can consistently shoot 
rings. 

The Rooster Robotics is the 
youngest team at Kelton and 
they too have just completed 
construction on their robot. 
Team members Seth Bryant 
and Dalton Blackburn have 
created a two-wheel drive 
robot with a claw attached 
to a primary arm. They have 
resolved the final issues on 
their robot and are scheduled 
to develop their first autono-
mous program on Monday. 

It’s “crunch time” here at 
Kelton, and students are 
awaiting their first scrimmage 
in Dimmitt. All teams have re-
liable robots and are as ready 
as can be for their upcoming 
contest. Here at the Kelton 
Robotics Program, we strive 
to provide each student with a 
sense of direction. Along their 
journey, each child develops 
key character traits such as 
co

Linda Laycock
Broker, ABR,

GREEN, SRES. E-PRO
806.662.1312
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List of instruments filed in the 
County Clerk’s office from No-
vember 30, 2020 to December 
4, 2020.
NOVEMBER 30, 2020
DT-Pense Ranch Properties 
LLC to Texas Heritage Na-
tional Bank, 10-19-20, 613.56 
acs. out of Sec. 53, Blk. 13, 
H&GN Ry. Company Survey.
AOL-Spiro Resources Ltd to 
4-JW Ltd., 11-18-20, Interest 
in Sec. 1, C&M Ry. Company 
Survey; Thomas James Sur-
vey; Sec. 31, Blk. A-3, H&GN 
Ry. Company Survey (Except 
Overriding Royalty).
EXECUTRIX DEED-Ray Row-
land Rushing to Glenda Lou 
Rushing, 11-24-20, S/2 Lot 
1, Blk. 35, Original Town, 
Shamrock.
CORR. MD-Kathy E. Davis 
to Leonard R. Taylor, 10-29-
20, All interest in Secs. 71 & 
90, Blk. A-5 H&GN Ry. Com-
pany Survey; Sec. 4, Blk. A-2, 
H&GN Ry. Company Survey.
RELEASE FEDERAL TAX 
LIEN-United State of America 
to Thomas R. Atwood, et ux, 
11-18-20.
RELEASE FEDERAL TAX 
LIEN-United State of America 
to Thomas R. Atwood, et ux, 
11-18-20.
ROW-The Sides Family Trust, 
et al to Coby Michael Yeager, 
11-18-20, 77.44 acs. out of E/2 
Sec. 16, Blk. A-8, H&GN Ry. 
Company Survey.
DVL-Augustin Almanza, et ux 
to Emilio Gallardo, 11-24-20, 
E/2 of Mid/3 of Blk. 31, Original 
Town, Wheeler.
DT-Emilio Gallardo to Wel-
lington State Bank, 11-24-20, 
E/2 of Mid/3 of Blk. 31, Original 
Town, Wheeler.
C/C PROBATE-Billy Joe Mc-
Fall to Ex Parte, 11-16-20.
DT-Gary L. McFall, et al to 
Capital Farm Credit ACA, 
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WANT ADS/
LEGAL 

NOTICES
   Sell it through a Classified in 

THE WHEELER TIMES!
$6 for the first 20 words; 35c 

for each additional word.
Legal Notices: 35c per word.

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
Any erroneous reflec-

tion upon the character, 
standing or reputation of 
any person, firm or cor-
poration, which may ap-
pear in the columns of 
this paper will be gladly 
corrected upon due notice 
being given to the editor 
personally at the office at 
Wheeler, Texas.

Chad Helton Owner
896-826-5759

714 W. Okla. Ave.
Wheeler, TX 79096

Across
1. Ring up
5. Tool building
9. Ill-gotten gains
13. Mixture
14. Excellent
15. Nimble
17. Procession of cars
19. Wandering one

38. Skedaddle
39. Assistance
40. Pilgrim’s destination
41. ‘’Star Trek’’ creator 
Roddenberry

“Hotel du ___”
54. Gave out
56. Home
58. Tiny type size
60. Office safety routine
62. Incentive
63. Once again
64. Toast topper
65. Lady’s escort
66. Rub the wrong way
67. Tip off

Down
1. Fast food package 
deal
2. For all to hear

3. Unit of petrol
4. “Check THAT out!”
5. Lunch bag
6. Raspy
7. Provide, as with some quality
8. Lots of bucks
9. Sitting room
10. I problem?
11. Farm animals
12. Dog biter
16. Flub
18. The violent seizure of property
22. Many a homecoming attendee
26. Poetic adverb
28. Skill
29. More than look up to
30. Real heel
31. Some time ago
32. Keister
33. Aquatic plant
34. Bird-feeder fill
35. Minty Christmas item
36. Faint
39. Pack animal
40. Attendant of Dionysus
42. ___ of Man
43. Tiller’s tool
45. First-born
46. Diving seabird
48. Russian dish served with sour 
cream
49. Magician’s cry
50. Lazybones
51. Honeydew, e.g.
52. Dr. Frankenstein’s workplace
53. Full of excitement
55. Way, way off
57. Forehead
59. Wine cask
61. Female sheep

20. Concealing Muslim 
dress
21. In the country
23. Talent for music
24. Poetic homage
25. Sit for a photo
27. Oodles
29. Overrun
30. Exhibit official
33. Rise
36. Hydroelectric project
37. “The ___ Ranger”

42. Doctrine: Suffix
43. Have a yen (for)
44. Deal with
46. Keats, for one
47. Shout
48. “___ here long?”
49. Get-up-and-go
52. Anita Brookner ’s 

Chad Helton, Owner
806-826-5759

714 W. Okla. Ave.
Wheeler, TX 79096

Bowie • Canadian • Childress • Dalhart • Littlefield • Olton 
• Memphis • Wheeler • Wellington

Your
Partners
in

Progress

Hear the
“Abundant Living Broadcast”

KPDR-FM, 90.3
WHEELER, TEXAS
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m. to Noon

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
The Commissioner’s Court of 
Wheeler County has autho-
rized procurement for gyprock 
road material for the 2020 
TxDOT County Transporta-
tion Infrastructure Fund from 
multiple vendors. The County 
will receive sealed bids for 
gyprock (commonly referred 
to as gravel) road material until 
8:00 a.m. on Monday, Decem-
ber 14, 2020 at the County 
Auditor’s Office at 401 S. Main 
St., Wheeler, TX 79096.  
The bids wil l be publicly 
opened and read aloud at 
10:00 a.m. on Monday, De-
cember 14, 2020 at 401 S. 
Main St., Wheeler, TX 79096. 
Bid(s) will be awarded at a 
later date during Commission-
ers Court regular or specially 
called meeting after the bids 
have been evaluated.
Prices will be proposed for 
materials only and will be paid 
for by the cubic yard.
Wheeler County will select 
material based on price per 
cubic yard, quality of material, 
bidder’s loading equipment 
availability, and proximity to 
ongoing and future Wheeler 
County road work.  In deter-
mining the lowest and best bid 
for a contract for the purchase 
of road construction material, 
the County may consider the 
pickup locations of the bidders 
and the cost to the county 
of hauling the material to be 
purchased.  
The Commissioners Court 
may award contracts for the 
purchase of road construc-
tion material to more than one 
bidder if each of the selected 
bidders submits the lowest 
and best bid for a particular 
location or type of material 
(Local Government Code Sec 
262.027).  Bids must be sub-

mitted on the bid form in price 
per cubic yard.  
Please contact County Com-
missioner Steve Walker at 
(806) 826-3186, County Com-
missioner Robert Hink at (806) 
826-9010, County Commis-
sioner David Simpson at (806) 
256-2852, or County Commis-
sioner John Walker at (806) 
334-5252, with any questions. 
Wheeler County reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids 

Old Time Gospel Music
KPDR-FM, 90.3

. . . In Wheeler
Sun.: 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.
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I BUY RVs &

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

MOBILE HOMEs

TexSCAN Week of 
December 6, 2020

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

LOG HOMES
Log Homes – 4 Log Home kits selling for balance 
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. $17,000; 
Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, 
bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View 
plans at www.loghomedream.com; 704-602-3035.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219 

WANTED
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call (312) 291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com.

I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes – Travel Trailers, 5th 
Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper Pulls. In Any Area, Any 
Condition – Old/New, Dirty or Clean! I PAY CA$H. 
No Title – No Problem, we can apply for one. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or servics advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

or to waive any informalities 
in the bidding.
All contractors/subcontractors 
that are debarred, suspended 
or otherwise excluded from or 
ineligible for participation on 
federal assistance programs 
may not undertake any activ-
ity in part or in full under this 
project.
Bids may be held for a period 
not to exceed 30 days from 
the date of the bid opening 
for the purpose of reviewing 
the bids and investigating the 
bidders’ qualifications prior to 
the contract award. HUBs are 
encouraged to submit.

The JH Cougars played a tough defense in their loss against the Follett Panthers. 

The Fort Elliott JH Lady Cougar Rylee Rose prepares to pass the ball to Aliyah McCarter in 
their win over the Follett Panthers.

Senior Gatlin Goad steals the ball in the Cougars game against 
Holy Cross.

Cougar Jaytin Dickey takes a 
shot while teammates Cutter 
Barr, Boone Begert and Gatlin 
Goad get ready to rebound.

Lady Cougar Brylie Hand rips 
the ball away from a Panther in 
their win with a score of 21-9.

Week of November 23-29, 
2020
MOORE (PANHANDLE Moore 
County Field) Scout Energy 
Management LLC, #10 String-
er, 15 mi SE from Sunray, Sec 
9, Mary L. Anglin Surv, A-650, 
spud 11-27-1985, compl 1-6-
2020, tested 1/10/2020, po-
tential 0 bbls-oil, 0 mcf, 30 bbls 
wtr, 0# ftp, 25# CP, TVD 3696’, 
PBD 3424’ API 42-341-31868, 
Vertical Recompletion Well 
Record Only

Santa Letters To
Be Published
Santa will come to 

Wheeler to visit with the 
local youngsters; date to 
be announced. 

Send your letters to the 
Times and we will make 
copies to remind Santa 
what you want. We will 
send them to the North 
Pole and we can publish 
them in the Dec. 23 edi-
tion. 

Letters must be in the 
office by Friday, Decem-
ber 11; send them to The 
Wheeler Times, Box 1080, 
Wheeler, TX 79096 or 
wtimes@windstream.net

Pour catsup on kitchen sink 
stains, let stand for 10 min-
utes, spear around and rinse.

To clean outside of stain-
less steel pans, cut potato in 
half, dip in salt and rub on pan 
stain. Rinse
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Maci Naomy
Giselle

Victoria

Brianna
Jerardo

Angel Kevin

Lila

Kayla

---

Santiago

Mrs. Weatherly’s Class has been studying the 
properties of Magnets. The students studied 
iron and how it is a metal as well as an impor-
tant nutrient for our bodies. They also identified 
the forces of attracting and repelling as well as 
studying related vocabulary terms.

WARE 
CHEVROLET • BUICK

HOME OF THE

SHARP DEAL MAKIN’ PENCIL

1•800•890•WARE (9273)  
www.warecbp.com

South Hwy. 83  
Wheeler • 806•826•5521

EMPLOYEE PRICING SALE!

New 2020 Buick Encore 
Preferred FWD

Total MSRP Before Offers                     $26,090
Savings                                   -$5,078

WARE PRICE                $21,012

1. Go to: 
chevroletemployeediscount.
com for vehicle eligibility. 
Not available with fleet sales 
and some other offers. At 
participating dealers only. 2Not 
available with special financing, 
lease and some other offers. 
3Contact dealer for full offer 
details. 4Vehicle is over 60 
days old

New 2020 Buick Envision
FWD 4dr Essence

Total MSRP Before Offers                     $37,490
Savings                                   -$7,507

WARE PRICE                $29,983

New 2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
Crew Cab 4-Wheel Drive LT All Star Edition

Total MSRP Before Offers                     $48,205
Savings                                   -$7,065

WARE PRICE                $41,140

New 2020 Chevy Malibu
LT Model

Total MSRP Before Offers                     $30,180
Savings                                   -$4,025

WARE PRICE               $26,155

11-25-20, Sec. 55, Blk. 24, 
H&GN Ry. Company Survey.
N O N - H O M E S T E A D  & 
DESIGN.-Gary L. McFall, 
et ux to Capital Farm Credit 
ACA, 11-25-20, Sec. 55, Blk. 
24, H&GN Ry. Company 
Survey.
DECEMBER 1, 2020
No Recordings
DECEMBER 2, 2020
DVL-Misti D. Tucker to Bran-
don Curtis, 11-24-20, Lot 

4, Blk. 2, Parklane Estates, 
Wheeler.
DT-Brandon Curtis to Veterans 
United Home Loans, 11-24-20, 
Lot 4, Blk. 2, Parklane Estates, 
Wheeler.

Court         (from Page 3) 

John Earl will also be 
missed; he was the Wheeler 
Mustangs biggest fan.

— cwe —
We received notice of the 

death of June Topper and Joy 
Zybach to get them on the 
front page; we will print them 
next week.

— cwe —
I had the front page ar-

ranged with the Kelton Ro-
botics teams going to Dim-
mitt, when word was received 
of the cancellation, so we left 
stories and pictures in place. 
Hopefully it will be resched-
uled.

— cwe —
We were also starting to 

make arrangement for a road 
trip to Dimmitt, since Seth is 
involved in the robotics class.

— cwe —
The weather can’t seem to 

decide whether it will be warm 
or cold; as usual. 

— cwe —
We got to see Stormie on 

her birthday, but we did not 
get to party. Hopefully we can 
take care of that before too 
long.

— cwe —

Santa will be in Wheeler 
Saturday. Come in, let the 
kids visit Santa and pick up 
your breakfast.

— cwe —
Saturday’s breakfast is for 

everyone; donations go to 
Wheeler County Toys for Tots.

— cwe —
Pictures with Santa will be 

made; please forward these 
pictures immediately with 
names to  wtimes@wind-
stream.net so we can put 
them in the paper.

— cwe —
If you want pictures of your 

youngsters with Santa, send 
them. We will run as many as 
we have room for, as they are 
received.

— cwe —
If you have not made your 

donation to Toys for Tots, 
NOW IS THE TIME!

— cwe —
We learned of the death 

of Jerry Newberry Satur-
day morning. Jerry carried 
the paper to the printers for 
several years for us until he 
entered the Extended Living 
facilities at Parkview. He will 
be missed.

— cwe —

We didn’t get to party with 
Dorcie on her birthday and it 
has been almost a year since 
we have gotten to see her.

— cwe —

Chat            (from Page 1) 

The Wheeler County Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis-
trict will be taking tree orders 
from now through March 19, 
2021. Seedings are sold in 
quantities listed. Lots will no 
be broken to facilitate the sale 
of individual seedings. 

Bare root species available 
are, Bur Oak, Chinkapin Oak, 
Pecan, Shumard Oak, Ameri-
can Plum and Sand Plum. 
They are sold in multiples of 
25 and priced at $45.00.

Containerized species 
available are Afghanistan 
Pine, Austrian Pine, Oriental 
Arborvitae and Pinyon Pine. 
They are sold in multiples of 
25 and priced at $65.

Payment must accompany 
order; no trees will be re-
served until payment is re-
ceived and all sales will be 
final; no cancellations or re-
funds. 

If you would like to place 
an order, please come by the 
Wheeler County SWCD office 

WHEELER CO. SWCD ANNUAL TREE SALES
at 1410 S Alan Bean Blvd., 
Wheeler, TX. Trees will be 
available for pick up in March 
of 2021. Out office will take or-
ders on Monday-Friday from 

8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. If you 
have any questions, please 
call the Wheeler County 
SWCD at (806)826-3565 Ext. 
101. Or you can also email 
us at wheelercounty@swcd.

Statements Made In Court
ATTORNEY: How old is your 

son, the one living with you?
WITNESS: Thirty-eight or thir-

ty-five, I can’t remember which.
ATTORNEY: How long has he 

lived with you?
WITNESS: Forty-five years.



The store for all your needs: 
Prescriptions, Gifts for your loved ones.

Hyland’s Pharmacy
Downtown Wheeler — 826-5561

12th of DECEMBER 2020

Christmas Edition of The 
Wheeler Times will be pub-
lished December 23. With 
Christmas falling on Friday, 
this appears to be the best 
date for the publication.

Last year’s Christmas edi-
tion of the paper was the first 
issue of The Wheeler Times 
available on the Internet. 

The December 23 edition 
will mark the end of our 87th 
year of publication. We began 
contacting businesses and 
individuals last week for their 
ads. If we fail to contact you, 
please contact us 405-200-
9705.

To send us ad copy, please 

Wheeler Times Christmas Edition
To Be Published Thurs., Dec. 23

email wtimes@windstream.
net.

We are presently working 
on the Santa Letters and it is 
necessary they be to us by 
Friday, December 11.

Come see our latest gifts 
and stocking stuffers! 

Flu shots available with 
no appointment.!

Wheeler Pre-K learned about the solar system and astronauts 
this last week so they took a walk to the Wheeler Museum 
to look at Alan Bean! They were so excited and love every 
minute of it!

USDA Temporarily Restricting 
In-Person Visits for Centers 

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) is tem-
porarily restricting in-person 
visits for numerous Service 
Centers in Texas because of 
elevated rates of coronavirus 
community spread, but USDA 
employees will continue to 
assist agricultural producers 
with programs and services.

USDA is using a phased, 
data-driven approach to de-
termine which Service Cen-
ters are open for in-person 
appointments. Field work, in-
cluding conservation planning 
assistance, will continue with 
appropriate social distancing.

“While many of our Ser-
vice Centers across Texas 
will be physically closed to 
visitors, we remain open for 
business,” said Gary L. Six, 
State Executive Director for 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) in Texas.

Added Kristy Oates, State 
Conservationist for USDA’s 
Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service (NRCS) in 
Texas: “Throughout the pan-
demic, our work with produc-
ers has continued and we 
remain committed to serving 
our customers.”

All USDA Service Centers 
are for open for business, and 
Service Center staff members 
from FSA and NRCS will con-
tinue to work with producers 
by phone, email, and digital 
tools like Microsoft Teams, 
Box, and OneSpan. Produc-

ers can learn more about how 
to leverage these digital offer-
ings by visitinghttps://www.
farmers.gov/mydocs .

Producers wishing to con-
duct business with the FSA, 
NRCS, or any other Service 
Center agency should call 
ahead to confirm and sched-
ule appointments. More in-
formation on Service Center 
status can be found at https://
www.farmers.gov/corona-
virus/service-center-status, 
and contact information for 
local Service Centers is avail-
able at https://www.farmers.
gov/service-center-locator.

Happy Birthday to me. That 
was so sweet. That will be a 
good memory forever!

Friday night I got to eat crab 
legs and shrimp from Red 
Lobster. I had chocolate cake 
and ice cream. It was great! 
On Saturday I went shopping 
with my mom and we had so 
much fun! We ate lunch at 
a place called Tom +Chee. 
I loved it! They make grilled 
cheese sandwiches and to-
mato soup. It was a wonder-
ful day. 

I got to see Baba, Pop, Jen-
nifer and Seth. Thank you 
guys! 

On Monday my wish came 
true! I got Pop’s noodles and 
Baba’s cookies! That’s it!

Storm         (from Page 1) 

BONUS RULE:  Congress-
men / women should be re-
quired to wear uniforms. You 
know, like NASCAR drivers, 
so we could identify their cor-
porate sponsors!

What this country needs 
are more unemployed poli-
ticians   —Edward Langley,   
Artist (1928-1995)


