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City Council wraps up a very busy year
The Friona City Council 

met in regular session on 
Monday, December 11, 
2023 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
City Council Chambers 
at 617 Main in Friona, 
Texas. The meeting be-
gan with roll call, an in-
vocation, and the Pledge 
of Allegiance. Council 
Members Cindy Trevino 
and Alan Monroe were 
not present.

Council members 
heard public comments 
from Maria Mendoza re-
garding the opening of 
the Happy Tribe Acad-
emy daycare facility and 
the plans to use a $38,000 
grant to purchase play-
ground equipment. 
There were no other pub-
lic comments. Minutes of 
the November 13, 2023 
regular meeting were re-
viewed and approved.

A motion was passed to 
approve a Water Conser-
vation Rebate Program 
for the City of Friona. A 
low-flow toilet rebate 
was also added to the in-
centive program.

A Site Lease Agreement 
with the Parmer County 
Sheriff’s Office for office 
space was approved. The 
new office will be located 
in the southwest part of 
City Hall where the EMS 
used to be housed. De-
partment of Public Safety 
troopers will also have an 
office in that part of the 
building.

A Shared Space Agree-
ment with the Parmer 
County Juvenile Proba-
tion Office was approved. 
The space will be utilized 
for counseling as part of 
the Youth Diversion Pro-
gram. Jose Martinez is 

the probation officer for 
Parmer and Bailey Coun-
ties. 

A transfer from the 
Water and Sewer Capi-
tal Improvement Fund 
to the General Fund in 
an amount not to exceed 
$40,000 was approved. 
Funds will be used for 
the SitePro Water Man-
agement Project. Certain 
systems need upgraded 
before the water tower 
can be refurbished with-
out jeopardizing water 
supply to the city. The 
water tower will need to 
be repaired within the 
next 3-5 years with the in-
terior being the first pri-
ority. Exterior work and 
repainting of the tower 
will be at a later date.

A transfer from the 
Police Technology Capi-
tal Improvement Fund 

to General Fund in an 
amount not to exceed 
$50,000 was approved. 
Funds will be used to 
complete the Police De-
partment Technology 
Project.

A transfer from the 
Escrow for Ambulance 
Capital Improvement 
Fund to the General 
Fund in an amount not 
to exceed $100,000 for 
the EMS Technology Up-
grade Project. Funds will 
be used to install a cot 
lift on “old red” which 
is the oldest of the three 
ambulances currently in 
service.

A transfer from the 
Backhoe Escrow Capital 
Improvement Fund to 
the General Fund in an 
amount not to exceed 
$145,400 was approved. 
Funds will be used for 

the Public Works Back-
hoe and Vehicle Project. 
A $65,000 backhoe with 
100 hours and several 
different vehicles are 
currently under consid-
eration.

An agreement between 
the City of Friona and 
Parkhill for engineering 
services in an amount 
not to exceed $95,000 for 
the 2024 Group Seal Coat 
Project was approved. 
An interlocal agreement 
for local government was 
also approved. An esti-
mated 20-30 blocks of 
streets will be part of the 
project.

A motion to terminate 
the contract for “court 
fees and fines collec-
tion services” between 
the City of Friona and 
Perdue Brandon was ap-
proved. GHS will be the 

new collection agency. 
The change is the re-
sult of the City of Friona 
changing from Encode 
to Net Data Systems be-
ginning in February or 
March.

The nomination of City 
Manager Lee Davila to 
serve on the Amarillo 
Area Foundation Board 
of Directors was ap-
proved. The swearing-in 
ceremony is scheduled 
for January 23, 2024. 

In other business, the 
accounts payable for 
November 2023 were 
approved as well as the 
financial statement for 
November 2023. The 
next scheduled meeting 
is Monday, January 8th.

All meetings are open 
to the public. Informa-
tion in this article is only 
a summary.

FISD names new AD — Elias Carrillo was named the new Athletic Director/Head 
Football Coach at the Friona ISD Board of Trustees meeting Monday night. In the 
photo (clockwise) — Coach Carrillo, Hailey, Harper, Shelby, and Haidyn.

Ugly Sweater
 LoneStar Ag won 
the $1,000 prize 

in the Chamber of 
Commerce’s Ugly 
Sweater Contest. 

Christmas Sweater Winners

Christmas Sweater 
 Assistant County 

Treasurer Lucy 
Martinez won the 

Christmas Sweater 
Contest at the 

Courthouse last 
week in Farwell. 
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  gauge to check
      rpm on Santa’s     
      reindeer?
  5  ____ Stanley         
      Gardner was an 
      honorary TX Ranger
  6  day when “nice” 
      TX youngsters get
      presents (abbr.)
  7  largest continent
  8  TX “Mr. Sam” who 
      was speaker of 
      U.S. House (init.)
  9  Texas-born Gene
      Autry wrote “Here
      Comes _____ Claus”
14  TXism: “changes 
      his mind as often
      __  __ does his
      socks”
18  holiday garland
20  Texas government
      building
22  holiday greenery
      or Texas rock-’n-
      roller Buddy
23  help Santa’s helper
      (2 wds.)
24  Santa’s elves work
      behind-___-______
29  TX Bobby who co-
      founded the “Black
      Panthers”
30  “you need to __ 
      _____ that baby!”
31  TXism for
      “Scrooge”: “____flint”
32  this Philbin was like 
      Santa Claus on
      “Millionaire” show
33  “Star Wars” missile
      defense system
      (abbr.)

  1  TX Tanya song
      about Texas (4 wds.)
  2  moonwalker Neil and
      Cowboy Dorance
  3  TX-born Gen. _____  
      ___ Chennault       
      founded the 
      “Flying Tigers”
  4  TXism: “___  _ few    
      bricks shy of a load”
  9  pig’s place
10  _  _ Belo founded
      The Dallas Morning
      News

34  “plastic money” gets  
      ____ a lot at Christmas
35  yuletide log chopper
36  pack clothes in this
      for a holiday trip
42  there’s little of this in- 
      difference at Christmas
47  what kids do on Christ-
      mas morning (3 wds.)
49  provoked mockingly
50  need a stand to ____  
      up a Christmas tree

51  some Texans
      go to this NM
      area to ski over
      the holidays
52  a main ingredient
      of Christmas nog
53  this TX Winters is  
      a linebacker for
      the 49ers

11  TX Blue Bell flavor:
      “Cookies ‘_ Cream”
12  best little puzzle 
      in Texas (abbr.)
13  Clyde High School
      football class
14  elves to Santa
15  T-bone and Ribeye
16  “festive” Archer
      County town?
17  Metroplex Tex-Mex
      chain (2 wds.)
19  TX handyman
      Carrell and Mr.
      Neiman
21  private detectives
      (abbr.)
24  actress Garr (init.)

25  Santa’s jolly shout
      when repeated
26  beige
27  “____  __ fine” by
      the Easybeats
28  what to do with
      a tiger (2 wds.)
37  birth state of Davy
      Crockett (abbr.)

38  univ. in Lawton, OK
39  suitable
40  hot tub or resort
41  TXism: “flew off
      the handle”
42  Larry, Moe, or
      Curly (2 wds.)
43  looks through the
      blinds for Santa
44  TXism: “it belongs
      to me ___ the bank”
45  TX Tanya (init.)
46  _  _ McArdle       
      painted “Dawn at
      the Alamo”
48  TXism: “rile up”
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U.S. Government
President: Joseph R. Biden, The White 
House, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20500. 202-456-1111, 
fax 202-456-2461, email comments@
whitehouse.gov.

Senator: John Cornyn, 517 Hart Senate 
Office Bldg., Washington, D.C. 20510 202-
224-2934, fax 202-228-2856.

Senator: Ted Cruz B40B Dirksen Senate 
Office Bldg., Washington, D.C. 20510 202-
224-5922. 

Representative: Jodey Arrington, 2019 
Longworth, House Office Building, 202-
225-4005. Lubbock District Office, 1312 
Texsas Ave. #219, Lubbock, TX 79401. 
Abilene District Office, 500 Chestnut St. 
#819, Abilene, TX 79602
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Community Calendar
Send Calendar information to:  

frionastar@wtrt.net  or call (806) 250-5200

December 21
• Senior Citizens meal at noon 
at Senior Citizens Center
• Noon Lions Club Christmas 
Meeting at the Clubhouse

December 27
• Library Book Shop at 618 Euclid 
is open from 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.

December 28
• Senior Citizens meal at noon 
at Senior Citizens Center

December 25 – January 1
• Friona Star office (1215 Elm 
Ave.) closed for the holidays

January 4
• Senior Citizens meal at noon 
at Senior Citizens Center

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 
2023

State
Governor: Greg Abbott, Office of the Gov-
ernor, P.O. Box 12428, Austin, Tx 78711-
2428, 512-463-2000.

Senator: Kevin Sparks, P.O. Box 12068, 
Capitol Station, Austin, Tx 78711. 512-
463-0131. Amarillo office: Historic Fed-
eral Building, 620 S. Taylor St., Suite 203, 
Amarillo, TX, 79101.

Representative: John T. Smithee, Room 
CAP1W.10, Capitol P.O. Box 2910, Aus-
tin, Tx 78768. 512-463-0702. fax 512-476-
7016. Amarillo office; 320 So. Polk, 1st 
Floor, Lobby Box 28, Amarillo 79101. 806-
372-3327, fax 806-342-0327.

is online at frionaonline.com

Staff
Clint Mears

Executive Editor
Holly Campbell
Associate Editor
Nathan Parson

Production Editor/IT
Evelyn Romero

Accounting

Contact Us
Mailing Address

P.O. Box 789
Office

1215 Elm Ave.
M-F: 9-5

Phone
806-250-5200
Texts/Photos
806-265-5200

E-Mail
frionastar@wtrt.net

Web Site
frionaonline.com

Annual Subscriptions
$30 in Parmer County

$40 out of County
$24 e-Star Online

Deadlines
News articles and photos 
are due by 5:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday. Deadlines may 
be altered for holidays or 
special issues.

Advertising
Open Display rates and 
Classified Ads are $5.00 
per column inch. Thank 
You Notes are $15 each. 
Wedding, anniversary, 
graduation and birth an-
nouncements are $15 
each. Obituaries are 
published at no charge. 
Deadline is 5:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday.

State Capital Highlights By Gary Borders

Property tax cuts go into effect
A total of $18 billion in property 

tax cuts were approved by more 
than 80% of voters in the Novem-
ber general election and should 
be reflected in property tax bills 
that are due by Jan. 31. The cuts 
come in the form of increased 
home exemptions, lower school 
district rates, and limiting the 
amount property appraisals can 
rise.

Many taxing districts sent out 
bills before the election that fac-
tored in the decrease, anticipat-
ing voter approval. For example, 
in Gregg County in Northeast 
Texas, the tax bill noted on the 
back sheet that the lower amount 
was contingent on voter approval 
of the proposed amendments. If 
the amendments had not passed, 
taxpayers would be billed for the 
difference.

According to the state comp-
troller’s office, a typical home-
stead valued at $350,000 will see 
a tax savings of about $1,000. Pri-
or to the approval of the tax cuts, 
Texas ranked sixth highest in the 
nation in property tax rates, part-
ly because the state does not have 
a state income tax.

Paxton impeachment cost tax-
payers $4.3 million

The Dallas Morning News re-
ported last week that the tax-
payer cost of impeaching Texas 
Attorney General Ken Paxton 
was more than $4.3 million. More 
than two dozen lawyers worked 
to prosecute Paxton leading up to 
and during his two-week trial in 
the Senate. That chamber acquit-
ted him of all 20 charges after the 
House voted overwhelmingly to 
impeach Paxton, who is under in-
dictment for securities fraud and 
was accused of abuse of office.

Lawyers billed more than 7,800 
hours related to Paxton’s im-
peachment, The News reported 
after seeking copies of all invoic-
es and related documents. Co-
counsel Dick DeGuerin defended 
the amount of work done by at-
torneys.

“Everything we did was justi-
fied, and I won’t retreat from that 
statement ever,” DeGuerin said. 
“We presented strong evidence 
that Paxton just surrendered the 
power of his office in a corrupt 
way. It’s just that his financial 

supporters threatened retalia-
tion against the Republicans that 
would have voted for conviction.”

Paxton has vowed to cam-
paign in the Republican primary 
against House members who 
voted for his impeachment, es-
pecially House Speaker Dade 
Phelan.

“This is just the tip of the ice-
berg,” Paxton said in a state-
ment released by his campaign. 
“Whether it’s the House costs, 
Senate costs, or the overall im-
peachment session costs, many 
millions more were incurred on 
Dade Phelan’s sham and need-
less impeachment.”

Phelan said Paxton’s refusal to 
testify before the House on a pro-
posed $3.3 million settlement of 
a whistleblower lawsuit prompt-
ed the investigation that led to 
the impeachment.

“The investigation, impeach-
ment, and trial of Ken Paxton 
shed a clear, unflinching light on 
who Paxton is and the lengths to 
which he will go to stay in power,” 
Phelan said in a statement.

Texas members of Congress 
face sparse election opposition

Texas has 38 seats in the U.S. 
House, and 35 incumbents are 
seeking re-election, the Texas 
Standard reported. Of that num-
ber, 16 do not have a primary 
challenger, while five will face no 
opposition in the general elec-
tion as well.

Of the remaining three seats — 
all in North Texas — two mem-
bers are retiring, while U.S. Rep. 
Colin Allred, D-Dallas, opted to 
run against U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz 
next November.

“It is not at all uncommon for 
incumbents to pretty much coast 
to reelection, even if they are 
challenged in the primary or the 
general election. Incumbents 
have an enormous advantage in 
name I.D. and ability to fund-
raise, connections and networks 
within the district,” Todd Gillman 
of The News said.

Board signs off on school li-
brary book rules

The State Board of Education 
approved guidelines for Texas 
school libraries to use in imple-
menting policies to ban the pos-
session or purchase of books 

considered “sexually explicit.” 
The guidelines follow passage of 
a bill in the last regular session 
requiring book vendors to sup-
ply ratings for titles that contain 
sexual content. The law is being 
challenged in court by a coalition 
of book vendors and associations.

“It was a work of deep value and 
importance to bring the library 
standards to fruition. In Texas, 
parents have been identifying 
this issue to schools without the 
necessary support of law,” said 
SBOE member Audrey Young, R-
Trinity.

The Texas State Library and 
Archives Commission must also 
adopt the standards. Each of the 
state’s 1,000-plus school districts 
must approve a policy that ex-
plains how school libraries ac-
quire books and other materials.

Judge upholds ban of TikTok 
on state-issued devices

An Austin federal judge last 
week upheld the state’s ban of 
TikTok on government-issued 
devices such as phones, lap-
tops or tablets, kut.org reported. 
U.S. District Judge Robert Pit-
man upheld the policy that was 
challenged by the Knight First 
Amendment Institute at Colum-
bia University, which claimed the 
ban was unconstitutional.

“Texas’s TikTok ban is limiting 
the use of an app on state-provid-
ed devices and networks, which 
is not a blanket prohibition,” Pit-
man wrote. The ban followed 
concerns that the Chinese com-
pany that owns TikTok — a social 
media platform — could provide 
sensitive data to the Chinese gov-
ernment.

TikTok spent about $1.5 billion 
on an initiative called Project 
Texas to address national security 
concerns. The Biden administra-
tion has called for the company 
to sell TikTok or face a national 
ban. A bill passed by Congress 
bans its use on federal govern-
ment devices.

Gary Borders is a veteran 
award-winning Texas journalist. 
He published a number of com-
munity newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, including in 
Longview, Fort Stockton, Nacog-
doches, Lufkin and Cedar Park. 
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.
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1. said to be Santa’s favorite treat on Christmas Eve
2. Santa writes this to remember each child’s behavior
3. where Santa enters the house to deliver presents
4. they build the toys and help Santa with all chores
5. Santa Claus’ cheerful wife; keeps Santa organized
6. night Santa flies around the world in his sleigh 
7. jolly phrase that Santa shouts from his sleigh
8. if you misbehave, expect a lump of __________ in your stocking
9. Santa might leave sweet treats like __________ canes in stockings    
10. also known as Saint Nicholas, Kris Kringle or Father Christmas (Russia) 
11. where Santa lives – it’s very cold, but Mrs. Claus keeps the house cozy
12. Santa carries the perfect gift for every good boy and girl in his __________
13. to get to every house in one night, Santa flies in a big red __________
14. wild __________ are still found in Siberia, Greenland, Alaska and Canada
15. where all the toys are made and the elves work their magic

list    

chimney

milk and cookies

Santa

Mrs. Claus

elves     

bag of toys

reindeer

workshop

coal    

Christmas Eve

sleighcandy   

North Pole

Ho Ho Ho

z z z z z ...not a 
creature was
stirring...not even 
a...z z z z z...

...and the most
famous reindeer
of all...

__ u d o l __ __

  Santa’s reindeer are 
not wild reindeer. They 
are well-tended by 
Santa’s elves!

    Can you fill in 
the missing
letters on the
list to name all
        of Santa’s 
        reindeer?D __ s h __ r

D a  __  __ e r
P __ a n c __ __
V __ x __ n
__ o m e __
C u __ i __
D __ n __ e r
B __ i __ zen

  Umm, 
Santa?

All About Santa  I can’t find 
my hat.  Do 
you see it?

Read the clues to fill in the crossword puzzle:

  Where is 
my mitten?  
Can you 
find it?

     I’m ready for the 
big night when I’ll fly 
around the world in 
a sleigh pulled by 
my magical reindeer.
     I love to come 
down chimneys to
put toys under 
Christmas trees and 
stuff stockings with
lots of goodies!
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Letters to Santa

     What does Santa use to help 
him organize the letters he gets 
from children around the world?

R = Red
G = Green

 More 
letters!

To Santa
 Claus

   North Pole
To Santa

Freddie

U.S. Canada

Italy

G. Visits children on Dec. 6th (St. Nicholas Day). He brings an angel who carries a big book that 
     tells who’s naughty or nice. But, Baby Jesus brings the gifts on Christmas Eve. (Prague) 

E. Comes to visit in January. Flies around on a 
    broom and enters homes through the chimney.  
    Children leave morsels out for her to eat. (Rome)

C. Buddhist monk who delivers gifts. Children believe he has eyes 
     in the back of his head, and that he’s always watching. (Tokyo)

F. Wears lightweight silk clothing and lives in Greenland. He 
    puts treats in shoes of the children. (Rio de Janeiro)

B. Christmas gnome who lives under the floorboards. Rides a 
     straw goat named Julbocken. (Stockholm)

D. Grandfather Frost. Delivers toys and gifts in person. Rides
     in a sled pulled by three horses called a Troika. (Moscow)

A. Rides in a sleigh pulled by reindeer. Lives at the North Pole.
    Children leave milk and cookies for him. (Washington, D.C.)

7. Czech Republic

1. Italy

4. Japan

3. Brazil

5. Sweden

2. Russia

6. United States

1. Svaty Mikulas

2. La Befana

3. Hotei-osho

4. Papai Noel

5. Jultomten

6. Ded Moroz

7. Santa Claus    

  Who Brings the Gifts?      In North America, Santa Claus brings the Christmas presents while children sleep. Who brings  
the gifts in other countries? Do this 3-way match to find out (one is done for you):  
    Hint:  this 

puzzle is a little 
hard, so I put  
name of a major 
city in each clue.
If you need help, 
just ask Mom 
or Dad!  

    Forest is being 
a little naughty, and 
a mouse is stirring 
too! Hopefully
Santa Claus won’t
notice them peeking! 
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Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com
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 Kids: color
  stuff in!

We’d like to go to the North Pole to... ...visit Santa, Mrs. Claus, and the elves!

Phone: 806-250-5200
 Email: frionastar@wtrt.net

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1668

       T A C H
       E R L E
       X M A S
       A S I A
       S T R  S A N T A  A S H E
       W R E A T H  C A P I T O L
       H O L L Y    A I D E L F
  T H E S C E N E S      S E A L E
  G O C H A N G E        S K I N
    R E G I S          S D I
    U S E D            A X
     S U I T C A S E  A P A T H Y
     O P E N U P P R E S E N T S
          T A U N T E D
            P R O P
            T A O S
            E G G
            D E E   

Reported by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office:
Eric Geske, Sheriff

Warranty Deeds recorded at the Parmer County 
Clerk’s Office from December 7, 2023 to December 
14, 2023

Susie Spring, County Clerk

Compare our CD Rates
 Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

%
APY*

%
APY*

%
APY*

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

FDI-1867M-A  AECSPAD 20830726

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 12/18/23. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and 
interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or 
contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that 
when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does 
not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of 
interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by 
Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

4.90 4.60
6-Month 1-Year 2-Year

5.35
Uriel Villa
Financial Advisor

205 W 4th St Suite 101
Hereford, TX 79045
806-364-0041

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 10/03/23. CDs offered by Edward 
Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and inter-
est accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, 
for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact 
your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and 
price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when inter-
est rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, 
the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses 
in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are 
net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not 
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued 
by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered 
with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

(12/6/23) Milli Janell Watson, Independent Execu-
trix of the Estate of James Wright Dixon — Jane La-
trell Dixon — All of the North 469.54 Acres of Section 
5, T1N, R2E, of a Capitol Syndicate Subdivision of 
Parmer County; All of Section 6, T1N, R2E, of a Capi-
tol Syndicate Subdivision of Parmer County, Texas

(12/11/23) Steelman Rentals Inc. — Celilio Cruz 
— The Southwesterly 90’ of Lot 4, Block 110, of the 
Original Town of Bovina, Parmer County, Texas

(12/11/23) Gerald Barnett — Gerald Barnett — 15 
Acres Out of the Southeast Corner of the Southwest 
Quarter of Section 3, Block “A” Rhea Brothers Subdi-
vision in Parmer County, Texas.

(12/13/23) ABCD Fleming Family Trust — Maria 
Veronica Aguilar, Eduardo Balli Aguilar — A Tract of 
Land in Section 8, T5S, R4E, Capitol Syndicate Subdi-
vision of Parmer County, Texas

(12/11/23) Kip Smith, 45, of Hereford was arrested 
by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office on a Deaf Smith 
County Warrant for Aggravated Assault w/Deadly 
Weapon.

(12/13/23) Alan J. Perez-Riveras, 34, of Clovis, New 
Mexico was arrested by the Parmer County Sheriff’s 
Ofice on a Motion To Revoke Probation Warrant on a 
charge of Possession CS PG1 ≥ 4g < 200g.

(12/13/23) D’avian Isaiah Prather, 21, of Alamogordo, 
New Mexico was arrested by the Department of Public 
Safety on a charge of Possession Marijuana < 2oz.

“Some are conscious that only a perfectly educated 
man is capable of uttering deep and true expres-
sions.”

Socrates 
“The seven wise men of ancient Greece, all were lov-
ers, emulators, and disciples of culture. Their wis-
dom consisted of short memorable sentences, which 
they severally uttered. When they met together in 
the temple of Apollo at Delphi, the first-fruit of their 
wisdom was the far-famed inscriptions which are in 
every man’s mouth: ‘Know thyself,’ and ‘Nothing too 
much!’

Plato 
......................................................

On a tractor just plowing round and round,
No sound but the roar of motor and mind;

Always knowing thyself was paramount.

On the high plains of Northern Texas
When looking about was nothing too much;

The singular tree or windmill or bird,
The expanse of nothing as far can see,

Will concentrate one’s eye to the beauty
And form of all, the yearning belief.

BWL 
......................................................

“Welcome, come on in, we’ll treat you so many ways,
You’re bound to like one of them.”

Thomas Wayland Lewellen
www.countryboyjustme.com

Justice Temperance Knowledge

The Beat Goes On — 
Enjoyed the Christmas 
Concert performed by 
the Junior High Bands 
last week. Seven of the 
young musicians had re-
cently earned All-Region 
honors. Symphonic All-
Region Band members 
are Natalie Achor (Flute), 
Porter Gilley (Baritone), 
and Aylen Moreno 
(Tuba). Concert All-
Region Band member 
are Bryan Cecena (Bari-
tone), Roberto Corrales 
(Percussion), Fernando 
Moreno (Trombone), 
and Fernando Perez 
(Trumpet). See band 
photos on page 19.

«««
County Election News 
— Five county positions 
are open for election next 
year. The filing deadline 
has passed and the list of 
Republican candidates is 
as follows: County Attor-
ney – Jeff W. Actkinson; 
Sheriff – Eric Geske, Jose 
“Joe” Rojo; Tax Assessor-
Collector – Awyna San-
chez; Commissioner, 
Pct. 1 – Kirk Frye; Com-
missioner Pct. 3 – Kenny 
White.

«««
Ag Deadline Remind-
er — Renewal only rolls 

around once every four 
years, so the Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice is reminding all ag-
riculture producers that 
the Agricultural and 
Timber Exemption num-
bers they currently hold 
will expire on December 
31st.

«««
Final Edition of the Year 
— this week is final is-
sue of the Friona Star 

National Days
December 21 — Crossword Puzzle Day

December 24 — Christmas Eve
December 25 — Christmas Day

December 26 — Candy Cane Day
December 30 — Bacon Day

December 31 — New Year’s Eve
January 1 — New Year’s Day

for the year. Our office 
at 1215 Elm Avenue will 
be closed from Monday, 
December 25th until 
Tuesday, January 2nd.

«««
Pun Fun — When I asked 
my dog how his day was 
he said it was rough. 
Source: www.pun.me

Hitting the High Notes — Also enjoyed the Christmas Concert performed by the 
Junior High and High School Choirs. Photos on page 22. Andres Pinon and Evan 
Snyder (above) have qualified for the Area round of the All-State Choir audition 
process. The Region that Friona competes in is considered the toughest in the state.
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To have your birthdays listed in 
the newspaper, email them to

frionastar@wtrt.net or call: 806.250.5200

Dec. 21
Robert Sandoval

Lindsey Pitsch
Chip Stevenson

Dec. 22
Chris Haile

Garrett Surman
Sabrina Clark

Thomas Preyer
Loriel Brewster

Dec. 23
Sue Wells

Nancy Davis
Kasandra Gonzalez

Dec. 24
Mike Herbert

Catherine Fairweather
Emily Chico

Dec. 25
Mona Sharrock

Mickey Harrelson
Michael McLellan

Dec. 26
Moises Piña

Lindsey Jennings Irwin
Allison Bass

Kerry Blackburn

Dec. 27
Jessica Piña

Joanna Schueler Baaafour
Nora Mendez

Dec. 28
Brandon Berend

Jan Parker
Nathan Hoon
Amy Stephens

Nilsa Perez

Happy Birthday
Dec. 29

Alan Monroe
Holly Schueler

Melissa (Monreal) Vazquez
Jackie Hefner
Debby Stovall

Heather Schueler
Brynlee Beyers
Baylor Barnett

Dec. 30
Cherie Maddox

Ted Procter

Dec. 31
Staci (Murphree) Brantley

Emily Marie Epperson
Tonya Rainey
Oscar Torres

Frankie Lindeman

Jan. 1
Cordella Jeter
Gary Stowers
Corbin Potts
Carter Acker

Bennett Acker
Cinda (Johnson) Scheef

Michael Hernandez

Jan. 2
Dr. Neill Veggeberg

Daniel Cuevas
Tony Cuevas

Maddie Zambrano

Jan. 3
John Jarecki
Dale Mann

Sarah McFarland
Jeremy Reed
Vickie Kube

Landon Weatherly
Julie Mason

Healthy Tomato Basil Soup
allthehealthythings.com

Healthy Soups
One more healthy version to meet your warm comfort food cravings.  I always like to enjoy tomato soup with 
a grilled cheese sandwich or at least a piece of cheesy toast.  Hope you enjoy.

Ingredients
1 tablespoon OLIVE OIL
1 yellow onion, diced
3 cloves of garlic, minced
1/4 teaspoon crushed RED PEP-

PER FLAKES, plus more to taste
1 teaspoon SALT, plus more to taste
15oz can FIRE ROASTED TOMATOES
15oz can CRUSHED TOMATOES
1 cup CHICKEN BROTH
1/2 tablespoon BALSAMIC VINEGAR
1/2 cup chopped fresh basil, plus for more for serving
1/2 cup COCONUT MILK

Directions
Heat a Dutch oven or heavy bottomed pot over medi-
um heat.  Once hot, add the olive oil, onion, and gar-
lic.  Sauté the onions and garlic for 4-5 minutes until 
the onions soften and become translucent.   Next, 
add the roasted diced tomatoes, crushed tomatoes, 
chicken broth, balsamic vinegar, salt, and red pepper 
flakes to the pot.  Simmer the soup for 30 minutes.  
After the soup has simmered, transfer it to a blender 
and blend until smooth.  Then, add the fresh basil 
and blend again.  Transfer the soup back to your pot 
and add in the coconut milk.  Simmer for 10 more 
minutes.  Finish the soup with more fresh basil and 
enjoy!

Motorists enjoy the gift of lower prices
By Gas Buddy

Average gasoline 
prices in Texas fell 8.5 
cents last week, averag-
ing $2.48 per gallon, ac-
cording to GasBuddy’s 
survey of 13,114 stations 
in Texas. Prices in Texas 
are 30.8 cents lower than 
a month ago and stand 
9.1 cents lower than 
a year ago. According 
to GasBuddy price re-
ports, the cheapest sta-
tion in Texas was priced 
at $1.99 while the most 
expensive was $4.29 per 
gallon.

The national average 

price of gasoline fell 
8.6 cents last week, av-
eraging $3.03 per gal-
lon. The national aver-
age is down 26.9 cents 
from a month ago and 
stands 6.8 cents lower 
than a year ago. The na-
tional average price of 
diesel has fell 9.2 cents 
last week and stands at 
$3.99 per gallon.

“As the nation’s aver-
age price of gasoline 
has fallen for the 13th 
straight week, we’re on 
the cusp of potentially 
seeing a $2.99 per gal-

lon average for the first 
time in years, most wel-
come just in time for the 
Christmas holiday,” said 
Patrick De Haan, head 
of petroleum analysis at 
GasBuddy.

De Hann added, 
“While the declines 
may soon come to an 
end as the price of oil 
has rebounded from 
recent lows, we could 
see a gentler 2024 at 
the pump for motor-
ists. Gasoline could see 
its average fall below 
$3 this week while the 

price of diesel has just 
fallen below $4 for the 
first time since July, also 
very welcome news for 
the economy as nearly 
all goods are impacted 
by the price of diesel. All 
in all, the news contin-
ues to be good in terms 
of fuel prices as we enter 
into the closing innings 
of 2023.”

GasBuddy data is 
compiled from more 
than 11 million weekly 
price reports covering 
over 150,000 gas stations 
across the country.

Obituary

Cecil Alvin Maddox, age 
86, of Windsor, Colorado 
passed into the hands of 
God on Thursday, De-
cember 14, 2023.

He was born in Olton, 
Texas on June 22, 1937 to 
Sue Jolly and Raymond 
Maddox. Cecil grew up 
in Olton and graduated 
from Olton High School 
in 1955. He met his sweet-
heart, Mary Hazel Phillips, 
while still in high school 
and the two attended 
West Texas State College 
together. Cecil graduated 
from West Texas in 1960 
with a Bachelor’s Degree, 
and a beautiful wife, that 
he would cherish until 
the day of his passing. He 
later completed his Mas-
ter’s at Tarleton State in 
1973. Cecil was a coach, 
teacher, and principal for 
30 years in Texas. Follow-
ing his retirement from 
education, he opened his 
own insurance agency 
and pursued this sec-
ond career until his mid-
seventies. Cecil proudly 
served his country in the 
United States Army.

Cecil and Mary wed 
in Olton on January 26, 
1958. They resided in Fri-
ona, Texas from 1961 until 
2008, when they relocat-
ed to Windsor. Together 
they raised a wonderful 
daughter, Mika. Family 
was everything to Cecil. 
He was very involved as a 
father, always supporting 
Mika in everything that 

she did. He never missed 
a game or an event. He 
instilled in his daughter a 
strong work ethic, a deep 
belief in what is most im-
portant in this life: faith, 
family, and friends. Cecil 
was a kind and friendly 
man. His outgoing per-
sonality ensured that he 
never met a “stranger”. 
He enjoyed striking up a 
conversation with any-
one that crossed his path. 
He was a man of convic-
tion and deep faith that 
guided him throughout 
his life. He will truly be 
missed by all who knew 
him.

Cecil loved to golf and 
go fly fishing. He also en-
joyed scenic drives and 
traveling. He was an avid 
fan of the Texas Tech Red 
Raiders football and bas-
ketball teams, and the 
Dallas Cowboys. He was a 
member of the First Bap-
tist Church in Friona and 
the Front Range Baptist 
Church in Fort Collins. 
He was also a longtime 
member of the Lions 

Club in Friona. 
Cecil leaves behind his 

wife of almost 66 years, 
Mary Maddox, daughter, 
Mika Schneider, her hus-
band Myron, and their 
children, Erin and Ian. 
He is also survived by his 
brother, Mike Miller and 
his wife Karen, as well 
as treasured nieces and 
nephews. He is greeted 
in Heaven by his parents, 
Ray Maddox and Sue Jolly 
Bennett, brother Jessie 
Maddox and wife Foy, 
and by his infant grand-
children, Issac, Mathew, 
and Christina Schneider. 

Family and friends are 
invited to a Viewing and 
a time to say their final 
goodbyes on Friday, De-
cember 22, 2023 at 1:00 
PM at Resthaven Funeral 
Home & Memory Gar-
dens in Fort Collins, Col-
orado, followed by a Me-
morial Service at 2:00 PM. 
Cecil’s Burial Service will 
occur and he will be laid 
to eternal rest at 3:00 PM.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions are 
encouraged to the Fel-
lowship of Christian Ath-
letes. Memories and con-
dolence are welcome at 
www.resthavencolorado 
.com for the Maddox  
family.

Cecil Alvin Maddox
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250-3913
1205
Hwy. 60 West
Friona Texas

1010 Columbia at Hwy 60, Friona
Hours: 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Monday-Friday
250-5555

This directory is made 
possible by these businesses

Area Church Directory
Friona

Bovina

Phone 806-364-3331
Hereford, Texas 79045

Prairie Acres
Quality Care
806-250-3922

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

Legacy Pointe
Senior Apartments

806-250-5599
1500 N. Main
Friona Texas

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
15th & Cleveland • 806-250-3000

Pastor D.J. Lewis
Sunday School 9:30 • Worship 10:45

Wed @ 6:00 p.m. • Like us on facebook

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
6th & Summitt • 806-250-3933

Pastor Brett Hoyle
Email-firstbc@wtrt.net

Website-www.fbcfriona.com

FRIONA METHODIST CHURCH
8th & Pierce • 806-250-3045

Pastor David McGaughy
Email-frionamethodist@wtrt.net

IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
NUEVA JERUSALEN

701 E. 11th • 806-250-5363
Pastor Benito Mejia

QUALITY OF LIFE BIBLE 
STUDY CHURCH

301 Grand Ave. • 806-240-0826
Pastors Mark & Mary Goff

SIXTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 W. 6th • 806-250-2769

Jeff Procter, Minister

ST. TERESA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
401 West 17th St. • 806-250-2871

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

TEMPLO BAUTISTA DAMASCO
403 Woodland • 806-250-3472

Pastor William Tapias

TEMPLO DE ADORACION
620 Washington • 806-250-5929

Pastor Roy Dominguez

TENTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
10th & Euclid • 806-250-5236

Gerall Wyly

UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
1601 Euclid • 806-250-3635

VICTORY FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER
9th & Washington • 806-250-2207

Pastor Robert Kerby
Website-www.thevictory.tv

FRIONA PARA CRISTO  
LLAMADOS A CONOCERLE

411 Ashland • 806-223-3469
Pastor Aurelio & Cynthia Silva

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
308 3rd Street
806-251-1632

Pastor Frank Landry

CHURCH OF CHRIST
500 Ave. E

806-251-1334
Mike Prather, Minister

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

205 4th Street
806-251-1124

Pastor Larry Mitchell

ST. ANN’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
409 3rd Street
806-251-1511

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

LA IGLESIA DE DIOS DEL PRIMOGENITO
The Church of God of the Firstborn

102 2nd Street

IGLESIA BAUTISTA HISPANA
103 1st Street

806-251-5232
Pastor Rafael Marin

Phone 250-5000
“Where People Come First”

1105 N. Cleveland
www.interbank.com

E. Hwy. 60 • Friona TX • 806-250-2791

1380 Hwy. 214 • 265-3425

Send your
church news to the

frionastar@wtrt.net

Lowe’s Market Hours	
Mon-Sat: 	 7AM–9PM	
Sunday:	 7AM–7PM

By Jeff Procter, Minister, 6th Street Church of Christ

Panhandle Parables

Away In A Manger

has an archive of past obituaries at frionaonline.com

By Brett Hoyle, Pastor, First Baptist Church

No Room in the Inn

By Teena Hughs
Obeying God

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen 
his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.  John 1:14 NIV

14 Y el Verbo se hizo hombre y habitó entre nosotros. Y contemplamos su 
gloria, la gloria que corresponde al Hijo único del Padre, lleno de gracia y de 
verdad.  Juan 1:14 NVI

December Bible Verse

One of the sad twists 
and ironies of Jesus’ 
birth is that “there was 
no place for them in the 
inn,” Luke 2:7, which 
was why Jesus was laid 
in a manger.  What a 
shame that nobody 
made room for this 
young couple, who were 
on the verge of delivery.  
Can you imagine how 
pregnant she looked 
and the pleas of Joseph 
to please let us in, yet 
to no avail?  The child 
who was born deserved 
the nicest accommo-
dations, yet was lowly 
enough to be laid in a 
manger.  

Isn’t ironic that so 
many homes still don’t 
make room for Jesus?  
I’m talking about Chris-
tian homes, who claim 
Him, yet squeeze Him 

out this time of year.  
Sure, you may attend 
church once or twice 
during the week, but is 
Jesus welcome in your 
home?  Is your Christ-
mas focus on lights and 
décor, presents and 
punch, or something 
greater?  Do you allow 
the lie of Santa and his 
magical reindeer con-
sume your conversa-
tions with children and 
grandchildren, instead 
of making room for Je-
sus?  You’ve made room 
for presents under the 
tree, but is there room 
for Jesus in your home?

If you are feeling con-
victed about now, take 
time to repent for shun-
ning Jesus and make 
room for Him.  Making 
room for Jesus is about 
incorporating Him into 

your Christmas celebra-
tions and traditions in 
your home.  Here are 
some helpful ideas to 
help you make room for 
Jesus:  read the Christ-
mas story in Luke 1-2 
or Matthew 1-2 before 
a meal or opening pres-
ents; for young children 
buy a children’s nativ-
ity set so they can play 
with; memorize Mat-
thew 1:21 or Luke 2:11; 
in conversation discuss 
the way God moved in 
Mary and Joseph’s lives 
and challenges they 
faced.  Although there 
are countless more ways 
to make room for Jesus 
at Christmas, my prayer 
is that you will be inten-
tional and persistent in 
making room for Him 
in your heart and your 
home this year.

For some reason last week, I started 
thinking about changes I want to make in 
2024, changes to make me a  better per-
son. You know I am not good at keeping 
New Year’s resolutions, but I came up with 
two things I really do need to change: my 
worldly language, and treating my body 
as a temple. After watching Charlie Kirk’s 
Turning Point USA summit from Phoe-
nix, Arizona, I came up with a third thing: 
obeying God. 

If you aren’t familiar with Charlie, he 
works to bring college-age students to the 
conservative side of thinking. He is a man 
of faith; one who believes in God, family 
and country. Kirk has this annual summit 
and brings in speakers who support what 
is best for our country. For me, it is like a 
pep rally to encourage people to get busy 
and fight for our country, especially with 
an election in 2024!

I started watching as ministers were 
speaking. They were supposed to be talk-
ing about how to get wokeness out of our 
churches. Each of the speakers talked 
about the importance of obeying God. 
Whether we win or lose any battle, we 
have to obey God. 

Most of us were reared to obey our par-
ents, so it should be natural that after we 
have accepted Jesus as our Lord and Sav-
ior, we want to obey our Heavenly Father. 
Deuteronomy 6:24 says, “So the LORD 
commanded us to observe all these stat-
utes, to fear the LORD our God for our 
good always and for our survival as it is to-
day.” The LORD commands us in Leviticus 
18:5, “So you shall keep My statutes and 
My judgments, by which a man may live 
if he does them, I am the LORD.” So, why 
are we sometimes so reluctant, so slow to 
obey God, or why do we not obey Him at 
all?

Each person has to answer that for 
themselves, but God knows why we don’t 
obey Him. Just like life was easier when we 
obeyed our parents, it is easier when we 

obey God.
I don’t know about you, but I have been 

noticing how God is blessing those who 
live their lives as believers, who depend on 
and trust God, and obey Him. On Novem-
ber 12th, my cousin Robert’s wife, Marci, 
had a stroke in Oregon. They are believ-
ers and depended on God throughout her 
stay in the hospital. 

Marci was on life support, waiting for 
a neurologist to come check her out, but 
they never got one. On November 28th, 
the decision was made to remove the 
breathing tube at 9 a.m. on the 29th, and 
Robert said, “We will see if God wants her 
now or if we get to keep her.” Well, guess 
what? They got to keep her. She has done 
nothing but improve, and she left the hos-
pital on December 14th for two to four 
weeks at an inpatient rehab facility. Deu-
teronomy 28: 1-2 says, “Now it shall be, if 
you diligently obey the LORD your God, 
being careful to do all His command-
ments which I command you today, the 
LORD your God will set you high above 
all the nations of the earth. All these bless-
ings will come upon you and overtake you 
if you obey the LORD your God.”

You learn how to obey God from read-
ing and studying the Word, and living it!!! 
Obedience has its rewards: you don’t get 
into as much trouble; you have fewer re-
grets; you definitely sleep better at night 
and have much less stress and anxiety. 
Above all, you are saying God is right, 
whether you completely understand His 
Word or not. You are saying you trust Him, 
that His ways work, and they do work ev-
ery time they are obeyed.

I don’t know what changes you need to 
make in your life; maybe you don’t think 
you need to make any changes. But, be-
fore you think you don’t need to make any 
changes, you might want to ask God about 
that. In the meantime, I hope all is well 
with you, and I hope you and your family 
have a merry, merry Christmas!!!

Can you imagine putting an infant in a 
feed trough? This song that shares the title 
of this little story gently reminds us of the 
humble beginnings of life on earth for our 
Lord and Savior. Mary didn’t have a baby 
shower that we know of, no nice crib that 
took a college degree to put together, no 
one-zies, diapers, or a host of toys. Just 
swaddling cloth, hay, and a trough. Hum-
ble beginnings for sure, but the humility it 
would take to go from Divine to human, I 
cannot imagine.

As you sing this little song, it goes from 
a gentle picture of Jesus’ beginning to 
a prayer for our salvation. “Be near me, 
Lord Jesus – I ask Thee to stay – Close by 
me forever – And love me I pray – Bless 
all the dear children – In Thy tender care 
– And take us to heaven – To live with Thee 
there” * 

Yes, some time ago in a land across the 
sea, the Christ child was born to save you 
and me. He would walk this earth clothed 

in humility, and keenly focused on His 
high calling to offer Himself in our place. 
He would love each he encountered with 
compassion and grace, from the time of 
his birth to his death on that cross with 
forgiveness in His face. 

So, when you sing this little song remem-
ber a humble birth gave way to a humble 
life, that led to Him humbling himself 
to die on the cross. That you and I might 
know what a real king looks like and know 
that this King will reign for all time. May 
we believe His story from cradle to grave 
to a throne on high where He beckons us 
to follow Him home. Let us forever give 
Him praise.

As another year closes and a new one 
begins, Lord willing, Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. May God grant you 
wisdom, compassion and opportunities 
to serve to the end. 

*Christmas Carols - Away In A Manger 
Lyrics | MetroLyrics
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Sports News

Friona Municipal 
Court celebrated Mu-
nicipal Court Weeks, 
November 5-10 and 
November 13-17. The 
Court hosted 2nd and 
3rd grade Elementary 
students from Friona 
Elementary. Teachers 
were given “time off” 
to relax in the Judge’s 
chambers and enjoy 
goodies while the Court 
staff provided learning 
activities for their stu-
dents.

The lesson entitled 
“Being Safe, Not Sorry” 
focused on safe and un-
safe behaviors at home, 

school, in the car, and 
around the neighbor-
hood. Students had 
story time and a sort-
ing activity with Judge 
Samarron. Court Clerk 
Assistant Sonia Gomez 
helped students map 
out safe and unsafe be-
haviors and graph them. 
Each student received a 
Municipal Court color-
ing book and snacks. 
The Court would like 
to thank the 2nd grade 
teachers, Mrs. Suarez, 
and all the students 
who participated and 
made Municipal Court 
Week such a success.

Municipal Court Celebrates!

100 Wins — (above) Coach Tim Ashlock was honored at the basketball game 
last Friday evening for reaching his 100th career win as a coach. He hit the magic 
number when the Chieftains earned a 37-25 road win at Amherst on December 
12th. Congratulations Coach Ashlock!

Field Trip — (right) Cade Seaman, Carson Seaman, Yvonne Legarreta, Isaac Ol-
mos, and Jose Alvidrez dropped by the school board meeting last Monday evening. 
The four Chieftains were recognized for earning All District honors in football and 
Yvonne for breaking two school records and competing in four consecutive state 
cross country championships. All five are seniors at FHS.

Congratulations Coach Ashlock
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102 E. 11th Friona
806-250-2745

frionarealestate.com

Property
Associates

Realtors

Broker/Owner:
Kevin Cooper 

STAR CLASSIFIEDS 250-5200
Deadline: Tuesday @ 5 p.m.

Bi-Wize
Hop-In

Allsup’s East
Allsup’s West

available on 
newsstands 

at these
locations:

Holly Campbell

Broker

Let us help with your 
real estate needs.

Sales Associates:

Sharlet Cooper
Grace Cooper

Charles Cooper

806-250-2745

Business

Don’t throw away your 
empty aluminum cans. 
Please place any cans you 
have in the trailer located 
on the north side of the 
Friona Fire Department 
building on Main Street. 
Proceeds from the sale of 
the cans will go to the FHS 
Senior Class and help fund 
the graduation party.

You CAN do it!

Risinger 
Plumbing

Serving Friona
806-272-6772

Cell: 806-523-2222
Master License #16066

Help Wanted

Help Wanted
Prairie Acres is seeking to hire full-time nurs-
ing assistants for our day and/or night shifts. The 
position requires handling emergency situations 
and taking direction from medical professionals 
while maintaining confidentiality. Candidates 
will be responsible for helping care for the elderly 
and disabled, assisting with meals and other daily 
activities as assigned. This will be for 3 shifts per 
week with every other weekend off. Great benefits 
and competitive wages as well as sign-on bonuses 
offered! Come by 201 East 15th in Friona or call 
Marisa at 806-250-3922 today!

Bar G is hiring grain truck drivers. Good pay. Good 
equipment and working conditions. All hauls are 
local, CDL is required.

Apply at Bar G Feedyard.
Call at 357-2241 and ask for Kevin Bunch.

Eric Gonzalez

806-433-1973

EG Photography

Services
QUALITY HOME REPAIR 

Allan Humberg
806-346-1268

Please leave message
Fresh Eggs for Sale!

Created with Purpose 
of West Texas

Pregnancy Resource Center

907 Hwy 86, Bovina, TX 79009

806-251-HOPE

Crisis Resources

Suicide and Crisis Lifeline
Call 988

Available 24 hours

English and Spanish

Deaf Smith County 
Crisis Center

218 W. 3rd • Hereford, TX
Office: 806-364-4435

Serving Parmer County
Hotline: 806-363-6727

Parmer Paws
Animal Outreach Center

115 W. 11th
Friona, TX

806-240-2211

HELP WANTED
Looking for dependable and 

experienced farm help. Must have 
reliable transportation and proven 

work history. Benefits include overtime 
and paid time off. Please call  

806-418-5603 or 806-418-5116

Landscaping The Nutrition Spot
Phone: (575) 219-9436

Smoothie & Juice Bar • 613 Main, Friona TX

by Annimills LLC © 2023
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1. Svaty Mikulas

2. La Befana

3. Hotei-osho

4. Papai Noel

5. Jultomten

6. Ded Moroz

7. Santa Claus    7. Czech 
     Republic

E. Comes to visit on January 6th, flies around on a broom and enters homes 
    through the chimney. Children leave morsels out for her to eat. (Rome)

1. Italy

C. Buddhist monk who delivers gifts. Children believe he has eyes 
     in the back of his head, and that he’s always watching. (Tokyo)

4. Japan

F. Wears lightweight silk clothing and lives in Greenland. He puts treats in 
    shoes of the children. (Rio de Janeiro)

3. Brazil

B. Christmas gnome who lives under the floorboards. Rides a  
     goat named Julbocker. (Stockholm)

5. Sweden

D. Grandfather Frost. Delivers toys and gifts in person. Rides
     in a sled pulled by three horses called a Troika. (Moscow)

2. Russia

A. Rides in a sleigh pulled by reindeer.  Lives at the North Pole.
    Children leave milk and cookies for him.  (Washington, D.C.)

6. United States

Who Brings 
 the Gifts?     What does Santa use to help 

him organize the letters he gets 
from children around the world?

To Santa
 Claus

   North Pole

To Santa

Freddie

D __ s h __ r
D a  __  __ e r
P __ a n c __ __
V __ x __ n
__ o m e __
C u __ i __
D __ n __ e r
B __ i __ zen
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z z z z z ...not a 
creature was
stirring...not even 
a...z z z z z...

Do you see 
  my hat?

    My 
 mitten?

  Umm, 
Santa?

...and the most famous 
   reindeer of all...
   RUDOLPH!

Santa
All About 

G. Visits kids on Dec. 6 (St. Nicholas Day);  brings an angel who carries a big book that 
     tells who’s naughty or nice; Baby Jesus brings the gifts on Christmas Eve. (Prague) 

FRIONA

REDUCED: 3/2/2 Brick in Western Addition w/
cent. h&a, 2 fireplaces, class IV roof, corner lot, 
fenced backyard, sprinkler system, storage building, 
attic storage, basement...............................$229,000
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Ugly Sweater Contest 2023
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Merry Christmas from the City of Friona

Dear Santa,
Hi Santa! Is your sleigh 
ready for flying?
I would like a Nintendo 
Switch, PJ pugapillar 
plushie, and a toy.
From, Cesar

Dear Santa , I want the 
Dallas Cowboys to win 
the superbowl and foot-
ball cards and a Ceede 
lamb jersey.

DEAR Santa,
 How is the north 
pole?How is your day 
going?I have been a good 
student.
Are the elves ready for 
Chrismtas?For Christ-
mas, I would like a ps 5  
and football, and football 
gloves and some gloves 
for my dad too.I would 
also like some Lakers 
brand shorts. My dad 
needs some pants.and 
jordan ones bI love you 
Santa.
From, DYLAN Molina

Dear Santa,
I been good in school and  
I been listening to my 
teacher and I was gonna 
ask you that if you can 
give me gift like nike sock 
and a remote controller 
and a ps5 apple watch 
and a iphone and jordan 
1 ipad boomering and  a 
santa shirt.      
Love Dylan Mendez

Dear Santa,
All I want for christmas is 
a ps5 and a phone.
Dere zidyn friend,

Dear Santa,
How are you and the rain-
deers  I have been a good 
friend and I have been 
doing my homework. 
For Christmas I want a vr 
head set and a other thing 
I want  a ps5 and call of 
duty and a computer 
.And for my mom  I want 
a necklace.
Love Kevin

Dear Santa,                                                                                                                                          
Have    you kissed 
Miss,Closs under the mis-
tletoe yet ,and how are 
the reindeer.One thing 
I want for Christmas is 
a keyboard , christmas 
sweater ,stanly pig strew 
toper . Santa, I hope you 
have a great Christmas!
Love, Paisley.O

DEAR  SANTA,
I want for Christmas is 
shark slides, new clothes, 
and new shoes jordans 
for basketball too. I would 
like Steph Curry shirt and 
a new basketball for prac-
tice and a grinch beanie 
and a grinch outfit so I 
can be the grinch and 
grinch gloves and a grin-
ch pillow so i can alway 
sleep with the grinch and 
a lot lot lot lot lot lot lot lot 
lot of squishmallows and 
a barbie Dreamhouse 
and a	 grinch sheet for 
my bed and a grinch car-
pet and grinch pajamas 
and a ps5 and a head-
phones for it and an alexa 
for my room.  
LOVE,  ADELYN Zamu-
dio

Dear Santa,
Can I get a ps5  and a 
nintendo switch  and a 
spy ninja box pack.
Love your friend, Domi-
nick Rocha

Dear Santa,	
I would like a ps5 and 
a nintendo switch and 
new shoes and new 
clothes and a 
Iphone15 and a dog and 
a cat.
Love your friend, 
Brian	

Dear Santa,
This is want for christ-
mas • Nike shoes • Toys 
• slime • Basketball • 
Pants
Love , Klohe

Dear Santa,  I hope you 
have a mery chirst-
mas and is the toy shop 
ok. And I was good 
this year.And I am go-
ing to tell you what I 
want for christmas.I 
whant a la hat,and jor-
dan black cats shoes,pit 
vipers,garcia funco pop.
Have a mery christmas 
santa.

 Dear Santa,
how are you are you 
ready to eat my cookies 
I was a good kid I did 
my homework and a 
good friend so can you 
give me this gift.  I want 
a necklace  and a drone 
with a controller and a 
kitty keyboard
With a kitty mouse.
Love yandery,R

Dear SANTA,
I want  a  rubik’s cube 
and a  Soccer ball and a 
chess and a pocket knife 
and a stretch toys.
Love, 
Abraham Gutierrez

Dear Santa,
I want  a PS4, PS5, Call 
of Duty and TV, football, 
and a X Box 1 .
Love, Jeremiah Garcia 

Dear Santa,  I want a baby 
toy  basketball and nike 
shoe and a new BED and 
a new soccer ball a new 
iphone 15 and a  tendo 
switch headphones ps5. 
Love Diego lopez.

SANTA HOW ARE YOU 
DOING
I WANT   A  iphone  
AND ipad  AND  APPLE 
WATCH     TOYS  FOR 
MY SISTER   AND  SHIRT   
AND  NIKE  SHOES  AND 
LAPTOP    AND  PS5  
AND     HEADPHONES 
AND  GIVE  ME A NEW   
DRONE    AND A BOOKS  
AND  NEW BACKPACK  
AND A  BED   AND  NEW   
NINTENDO  SWITCH   
AND   CLOS  AND   LAP-
TOP.  
LOVE, EDUARDO GUTI-
ERREZ.

Dear Santa,
I want a boxy and foxy 
and sharky and gosty 
plush for christmas and a 
sonic plush and a huggy 
wuggy plush and a fred-
dy and bonnie and checa 
and foxy plush and a kir-
by keychain o and I bin 
super good and I  bin to 
my friends o I have good 
grades.
Love, Nathan Salas

Dear Santa
I am writing to Iet you 
know what I wouId Iike 
for Christmas.I hope that 
you are not too busy at. 
The North pole   to  read   
this   letter. I  Would   like   
you  to  bring  me a Kan-
sas City Chief jersey from 
Kelse. I have been good 
this year! Please be safe 
as you travel around the 
world and I will leave you 
a treat!
Sincerely, Sebastian Ara-
gon

Dear Santa,I  am Writ-
ing to let you know what 
I  would   like for Christ-
mas. I hope that you are 
not to busy  at  the North 
Pole to read this let-
ter.  I would like for you 
to bring  me a Football 
toy from the Miami Dol-
phins and Kansas City 
Chiefs. I have been good 
this year! Please be safe 
as you trav el around the 
world and I will leave you 
a treat!
Sincerely, Roman Garcia

Dear Santa,
I am writing to let you 
know what I would like 
for Christmas. I hope 
you are not busy at the 
North Pole to read this 
letter. I would like for 
you to bring me Puppy 
Salon. I have been good 
this year! Please  be safe 
as you travel around the 
world and I will leave you 
a treat!
Sincerely, Hailey Carrillo

Dear Santa,
What i want for christ-
mas 1 speedflex 2 drone 
3 dirt bike 4 maden 24
Love Miguel Godoy

Dear Santa,
How is it going over 
there? How are the 
reindeers?Are you ready 
for Christmas? Are the 
elves making new gifts? 
I’ve been helping my 
mom with the laundry. I 
would like two toy dino-
saurs. I also want a lego 
set. I would also like foot-
ball so I can play with my 
dad. It was nice talyking 
to you. Have a nice trip.
Sincerely, Joaquin

Dear Santa,
How are the reindeer? 
I would like a new toy 
truck. I would also like a 
new cowboy hat. See you 
soon!
Love, Johan

Dear Santa,
I am writing to let you 
know what I would like 
for Christmas . I hope 
that you are well and that 
your reindeer are ready 
to fly!
I would like for you to 
bring me Amethyst crys-
tal. I have been good this 
year!
Please be safe as you 
travel around the world 
and I will leave you a 
treat!
Sincerely, Sebastian 
Cano

Dear Santa.
Hi Santa, I hope  you are 
not too busy to read my 
letter.  I would like a Mag-
ic Mixer for Christmas.I 
have been good this year! 
Please be safe as you 
travel around the world. 
And I will leave you a 
treat!
Sincerely,
Lauren.C.Barraza

A Prairie Christmas — Kevin Wiseman leads the audience in singing carols as Santa and the Elves pass out the presents to the residents during the Prairie Acres 
Christmas Party last week. Carolyn Wiseman (just out of photo on the right) played the piano and Administrator Jeff Procter (far left) directed traffic. The dining area 
was completely full and attendees enjoyed Christmas snacks afterwards.
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A Special Holiday THANK YOU from the 
Parmer Medical Center Auxiliary to all 

who contributed to Project Christmas Card
Dennis and Loraine Anthony

Martha Barker
Doyce and Mary Joyce Barnett

Rex Bracken Family
Danny and Holly Campbell

Fred and Amy Cook
Friona Star

Kip and Misty Frye
Kitty Gallman

Kathryn Goddard
Lucky and Susan Gonzales

Justin Henry
Ab Hendley

Marca Herring
Pat Holland

Javier Huerta
Walter Hudson

Cris and Sylvia Ingram
Galen and Keri Jack

Bob and Connie Johnson
Danny and Pam Kendrick

 Betty Lewellen
Joe Bob and Dale Mann

Pat Martin
Elizabeth McLellan

Loy McLellan
Mark and Denise Menke

Tommie Mercer
Larry and Virginia Moyer

The Robert Neelley Family
Lynn Nelson
Luis Polanco

Linda Rushing
Jose, Lupe, Jackie, Sophia and Roman Salinas

Dale and Donna Schueler
Tina Sides

Don and Gladys Spring
Jim and Amelia Taylor

Thorn Farms
Sharon White

Buddy and Betty Wiseman
Amelia Wright
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Dear Santa,
How have you been do-
ing? I have been good 
and my brother has been 
good as well. I have been 
nice to my brother and 
parents. I have been 
wanting a Fnaf, cars, 
and a pool. I have been a 
good boy and have been 
on the nice list for the 
longest time.
From Memphis Olivas.

Dear Santa, for christmas  
i want is a nintendo with 
the game sonic superstar 
and sonic the hedgehog 
admin calendar thanks                          

Dear Santa,
I am writing let you know 
what I would like for 
Christmas. I hope that 
you are not too busy at 
the North Pole read this 
letter. I would like for 
you to bring me a 49ers 
jersey.I have been good 
this year! Please be safe 
as you travel around the 
world and I will leave you 
a treat!
Sincerely, Mauricio 
Moreno

Dear Santa,
I am writing to let you 
known what i would like 
for Christmas.I hope that 
you are not too busy
At the North Pole to 
read this letter. I would 
like for you to bring me 
a big, moving Robot.I 
have been good this year! 
Please be safe as you 
travel around the world 
and I leave a treat!
Sincerely, Ruben Chico

Dear Santa,
I am writing to let you 
know hat I would like for 
Christmas. I hope that 
you are not too busy at 
the North Pole to read 
this letter. I would like 
for you to bring me a 
pink, fuzzy stocking hat. 
I have been good this 
year! Please be safe as 
you travel around the 
world and I will leave 
you a treat!
Sincerely, 
Ahyanna Contreras

Querido Santa Clos, 
Hola! Este año yo me he 
portado bien. Me gus-
taría que este año me 
trajeras un Playstation y 
un iPhone 11. 
Muchas gracias, Kevin 
Zetino

Dear Santa,
I am writing to let you 
know what I would like 
for Christmas. I hope  
that you are not too busy 
at The North Pole to read 
this letter.I would like for 
you to bring me a Luigi 
mansion 3. I have been 
good this year! Please 
be safe as  you travel 
around the world and I 
Will leave  you a treat!
SIncerely, Fabian Reyes

Querido Santa Clos, 
Hola! Este año yo me he 
portado muy bien. Me 
gustaría  que este año 
me trajeras un carro de 
control remoto y una 
patineta.
Muchas gracias, 
Pablo Raymundo

Dear Santa,
I am writing to let you 
know what I would like 
for Christmas. I hope 
that you are not too busy 
at the North Pole to read 
this letter. I would like for 
you to bring me a Game 
pass. I have been good 
this year! Please be safe 
as you travel!
Sincerely, Kamiah Shelby

Querido    Santa  Cols,
Hola!   Este  año  yo  me  
he  portado bien.  Me 
gustaría   que este  año 
me trajeras   una muñeca 
que  tiene   ropa  de ver-
dad.
Muchas   gracias 
Leidy Ruiz

Dear Santa,
I am writing to let you 
know what I would like 
for  Christmas. I hope 
that you are not too busy 
to read this letter. I would 
like for you to bring me 
a real baby puppy. It 
should not be too big. I 
have been good this year! 
Please  be safe as you 
travel around the world 
and I will leave you a 
treat!
Sincerely, Nova Gama

Querido Santa Clos, 
Hola! Este año yo me he 
portado muy bien. Me 
gustaría que este año 
me trajeras una barbie y 
unos patines. 
Muchas gracias, 
Jenifer Marquez

Dear Santa,
I want a toy kitchen and 
a gep  and a iphone and 
a sqishmeoll and a new 
bag   a tablet and a  bra-
sets .

Dear santa
l am writing to let  you 
know what l would like 
for Christmas. I hope 
that you are well and 
that your reindeer are 
ready to go too! I would 
like for your to bring me 
some Legos. I have been 
good this year! Please 
be safe as you travel 
around the world and I 
will leave you a treat!
Sincerely 
Eduardo Lorenzo

Querido Santa Clos,
Hola! Este año yo me he 
portado bien. Me gus-
taría que este año me 
trajeras un Play Station 
y un Xbox. 
Muchas gracias, 
Kevin Bernal

Dear Santa,
I love you so much and 
I want for christmas is 
a fnaf toy and a mr best 
brar a drit bike. i hope 
you are safe  and i will 
remember you.
Sincerely, 
Andrew Tafoya

Querido   Santa  Clos, 
Hola! Este     año       yo      
me     he     portado   bien. 
Me gustaria que     me    
trajeras una    pelota     
de     soccer       y     tam-
bién     un     muñeco    de    
tiburón. 
Muchas gracias, 
Domingo Juarez

Querido Santa Clos, 
Hola! Este año yo me he 
portado muy bien. Me 
gustaría que me trajeras 
un Iphone 12 pro max y 
un Nintendo switch.
Muchas gracias, 
Maria Isabel Ha Garcia.

Dear Santa,
I am writing to let you 
know what I would like 
for Christmas.I hope that 
you are not too busy at 
the North Pole to read 
this letter. I would like 
you to bring me a Dirt 
bike. I have been good 
this year!!! Please be safe 
as you travel around the 
world and I will leave you 
a treat.
Sincerely, 
Nehemiah Martinez

Querido Santa Clos,
Hola! Este año yo me he 
portado bien Me gustaría 
que este año me trajeras 
Nintendo Switch.  
Muchas Gracias, Miguel 
Alonso

Querido Santa Clos,
Hola!Este año yo me he 
portado bien. Me gus-
taría que este año me 
trajeras una barbie y una 
bicicleta. 
Muchas gracias, Alexa 
Garcia

Dear Santa,
I am writing to let you 
know what I would like 
for Christmas. I hope 
that you have been well 
and that your reindeer 
are ready to fly! I would 
like for you to bring me 
a medium, blue hauler 
truck with 2 trailers. I 
have been good this year! 
Please be swafe as you 
travel around the world 
and I will leave you a 
treat!
Sincerely, 
Valentino Mendez

Dear Santa,
For Christmas i want 
clos for my dog and a 
drive  grmesh hous.and 
2 skrere sqishqsmlo.
Alicia Martinez

Dear Santa, for Christ-
mas I want a puppy, 
new shoes and a ps5.
Gianni Chavez

Dear Santa,
This year the thing I 
want this Christmas is 
that everyone is happy 
and healthy. I also want 
to spend time with 
my family,friends,and 
loved ones.I wish this 
year we get snow!I love 
the winter snow be-
cause it makes it feel 
more like Christmas.
The most thing I want 
this Christmas is that 
everyone can celebrate 
Jesus Christ with their 
family and friends this 
wonderful Christmas.
Your friend, Jennifer 
Lilly Maria Portillo

Dear Santa, 
I want a remote control 
monster truck, Bat-
man lego car, Nintindo 
switch, Coloring  book, 
Colors, Star wars lego 
set, Candy cane, Slime, 
Stress ball, Popit, Nike 
shirt.
David Rodriguez

Dear Santa,
I want for christmas my 
xbox back pleas.and a 
trampoline pleas.and a 
big book.
Miguel Olviedo

In the photo — (l-r) Lindsey Pitch (Nurse/Sonographer), Annette Frye (Executive 
Director), Erica Moore (Office Manager) and Santa.

Santa visits Created With Purpose
Last Monday, clients 

and all community 
members were invited to 
bring their children for a 
chance to visit with San-
ta, sit on his knee, and 
hear him share the story 
of the Legend of the Can-
dy Cane. He told how the 
Candy Cane symbolizes 
God’s love for us, and it is 
meant to be shared. It is 
shaped like a shepherd’s 
staff because Jesus is 
our shepherd. It shows 
us the ‘J’ for Jesus. The 
white stripes symbolize 
our Savior, spotless, pure 
and true. The red stripes 
remind us of His sacri-
fice shed for you and me.

Each family received a 
coloring book that con-

tains the story of the 
Candy Cane and a box 
of crayons. The children 
also picked a wrapped 
gift from under the tree. 
These gifts were provided 
by the donations given to 
Created With Purpose of 
West Texas through the 
toy drive at Dollar Gen-
eral in Bovina. The Leg-
end of the Candy Cane 
story on a keepsake card 
with a candy cane pen 
were given to the par-
ents. Hot chocolate and 
cookies were served. Ap-
proximately fifty were in 
attendance.   

The special evening 
ended with a Christmas 
party with the Created 
With Purpose staff and 

board of directors. They 
enjoyed a wonderful 
Leal’s meal, desserts, 
and a time of fellowship 
together.  

The board of direc-
tors and staff of Created 
With Purpose of West 
Texas wish you a joy-
filled Christmas and a 
blessed New Year. They 
welcome you to come 
by anytime to visit 
them at the center. They 
would love to give you 
a tour. Office hours are 
Mondays & Thursdays 
from 2:00 p.m. till 7:00 
p.m. and Tuesdays & 
Wednesdays from 9:00 
a.m. till 2:00 p.m.  are 
located at 907 Hwy 86 in 
Bovina, Texas. 
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Commissioners receive county fire reports
Parmer County Com-

missioners met in reg-
ular session on Mon-
day, December 11, 
2023 at 10:00 a.m. in 
the County Courtroom 
of the Parmer County 
Courthouse in Farwell, 
Texas. The meeting be-
gan with prayer and the 
Pledge of Allegiance to 
the American Flag and 
Texas Flag.

Commissioners ap-
proved a burn ban for 
ninety day which took 
effect on Monday, De-
cember 11, 2023. You 
can still obtain per-
mission to do a special 
burn by calling the Par-
mer County Sheriff ’s 
Office at 806-481-3303. 
Certain conditions 
must be met before 
any special burn can 
be conducted.

A Service Agreement 
with NewTex IT So-
lutions LLC was ap-
proved. The agreement 
is for 4 hours per week 
(usually on Tuesday) 

at $90 per hour. Rob-
ert Goff is the owner 
of the new company 
which takes the place 
of Southwest Business 
Solutions which has 
been dissolved. The 
agreement must be re-
newed each year,

Sheriff Geske report-
ed to the Court that the 
Parmer County Law 
Enforcement Center is 
currently housing 41 
inmates of which 15 are 

from Lubbock County.
Commissioners re-

ceived reports from the 
fire departments oper-
ating in Parmer Coun-
ty. The Parmer County 
budget for 2023 allo-
cated $150,000.00 for 
Rural Fire Subsidy. In 
January 2023, subsidy 
payments were as fol-
lows: Rhea received 
$12,000.00; Bovina, 
Farwell, and Lazbud-
die received $22,000.00 

each; and Friona re-
ceived $32,000.00 ad-
vance. The remainder 
of the subsidy ($40K) 
is prorated to the five 
(5) fire departments 
based on the number 
of fire calls. In 2023, 
there were 159 county 
fire calls so the subsidy 
would be $251.57 per 
call. This year, com-
missioners voted to pay 
Rhea for their calls. Bo-
vina Fire Department 

received $5,786.16 
for 23 calls; Farwell 
Fire Department re-
ceived $12,075.47 for 
48 calls; Friona Fire 
Department received 
$14,339.62 for 57 calls; 
Lazbuddie Fire De-
partment received 
$7,044.03 for 28 calls; 
and the Rhea Fire De-
partment received 
$754.72 for 3 calls. 

A motion was ap-
proved for the renewal 
of the contract with 
Avenue Company for 
the management and 
archival of open pub-
lic records. This in-
cludes digitizing the 
documents and stor-
ing them on internet 
cloud servers. The new 
contract is for $1,650 
per month which is an 
increase from $1,500 
per month on the last 
contract. However, the 
agreement includes an 
much needed update 
for all of the equipment 
and a 5-year price lock. 

The contract must still 
be approved by com-
missioners each year.

Commissioners ap-
proved the 2024 Parm-
er County Open Public 
Records Fee Schedule. 
The fee schedule in-
cludes a $10 Records 
Management Fee and 
a $10 Records Archive 
Fee.

There were no com-
ments from the pub-
lic during the open 
forum. Minutes from 
the November 27th 
meeting were read 
and approved. Com-
missioners approved 
the payment of the 
accounts payables as 
presented by County 
Treasurer Sharon May. 
The Treasurer’s Payroll 
Report was also ap-
proved. The next regu-
lar meeting is on De-
cember 21st.

All meetings are open 
to the public. Informa-
tion in this article is 
only a summary.

Parmer County Commissioners and Judge — Commissioner Kenny White, Pct. 3; 
Commissioner Kirk Frye, Pct. 1; County Judge Izzy Carrasco; Commissioner Charles 
Wilkins, Pct. 2; Commissioner Casey Russell, Pct. 4.

County Sweater Contest — Awyna Sanchez (Tax Assessor-Collector), BreAnn Saenz (Deputy Clerk), Pam Haseloff (JP Pct. 3), Mayra Chacon (Deputy Clerk), Lucy 
Martinez (Asst. Treasurer), Michelle Agee (Judge’s Secretary), Jessica White (Election Clerk), Susie Spring (County Clerk), Sandra Warren (District Clerk), Sharon May 
(County Treasurer). The winner was Lucy Martinez (see front page).

Clerk’s Office — Jessica White, BreAnn Saenz, Susie Spring and Mayra Chacon.Tax Office — Teresa Cary (Chief Deputy), Awyna Sanchez, and Jessica White.
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Dear Santa,I want for 
Christmas a canopy 
that is pink and has gold 
butterflies.I also want a 
dog at petsmart and she 
is a little black wiener 
dog and also half lab dog 
and she has a pink col-
lar and is in a pink cage 
and her name is lala.I 
also want is some new 
clothes and  some new 
shoes.A plow horn so I 
can annoy my brother. 
A surgery set that comes 
in a purple bag. And 
two more things I would 
love another Elf on the 
shelf. I have two Elfs and 
a reindeer so please can 
I have another girl Elf on 
the shelf PLEASE AND 
THANK YOU!!!!!!!!!!! I 
would love a mini
Christmas tree and 
some fake presents to 
put under it PLEASE 
AND THANK YOU!!!!!!!!
Love Alie,

Dear Santa, 
Cotton has been good. 
She has been nice to all 
of us. She is beautiful. I 
like Cotton. All I want for 
my  Christmas is a mini 
fridge 10 and a collec-
tion of skin care. I also 
want an Iphone 14, and 
a stand for basketball. 
I want ten lunch boxes, 
a cow jacket, two Pan-
ama City Beach sweat-
ers, and a Barbie dream 
house. A kitchen with 
fruit. One last thing, a 
black watch.
Victoria Espinoza

Dear Santa
Merry Christmas in the 
park Santa. I will see 
you and me and my 
little cousin. For christ-
mas I want boba, freeze 
dried candy, an Iphone 
14 and  money to get my 
sister something. I real-
ly really miss my mom. 
I also want a dream sto-
ry Barbie house, and a 
dog. 
Ariana Balli

Dear Santa,
What I want for Christ-
mas is a baby puppy, a 
camera, a microphone 
and a diamond play 
button. I’ve been good 
to my grandma, and my 
papa and I’ve been nice 
to my baby brother and 
I have been nice to my 
mom.
Darey Amaya

Dear Santa,
Santa can you buy a t 
rex dino sour toy for me 
and a   tricera tops for  
my bruther toy.
Santa can you buy a 
new phon 15 for me and 
from my sister 14 phon.
Dear santa can you give 
your magek hat.
Max Larios

Querido Santa Clos,
Hola! Este año yo me he 
portado bien. Me gus-
taría que este año
Me trajeras una barbi y 
un perro.
Muchas gracias, 
Manuela Guico

Dear Santa
I want iphone, ap-
ple watch a ticket 
to disneyworld a go 
kart,hoverboard, make-
up and i also want some 
really nice sunglasses 
and some baby toys I 
have been really good in 
my class I help my mom 
clean and I have good 
grades i hope you have a 
good christms  
Yaretzi Rodriguez

Dear Santa, I hope you’re 
having a great day at the 
north pole. What I want 
for christmas is a whole 
coloring set of colored 
pencils and I also want 
the new spider man 2 
game and I also want 
the super mario wonder 
game and pokemon scar-
let. Bye Santa. Thanks for 
the gifts.
Eli Rocha  

Dear Santa, 
I love Christmas. I’ve 
been wanting a Big Nate 
book. I’m going to tell you 
want, I really want a stitch 
doll and a stitch bar and a 
ipad and on the ipad the 
showcase i want a stitch 
showcase and a VR.
from  Evalee Mendoza

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I  want an 
iphone15 and a Tv and 
Slime And a ps5 and a 
bike and new shoes for 
christmas and a sqish-
malos for my little sister.
Camila Alvidrez

Dear Santa,
I know you’ve been 
working hard. My teach-
er wanted us to write 
this letter. I know you are 
real. I hope your elves are 
working hard and by the 
way for christmas I want 
a guitar thank you for it. 
If I wake  up with a guitar 
under my christmas tree 
I will be writing another 
letter to you. I hope you 
have a great day sending 
out presents and please 
rehire Cotton and Cotton 
hasn’t moved this morn-
ing please rehire Cotton. 
The class and I want you 
to please hire her. We 
would be happy if you 
did because she has been 
nice all this time. I hope 
she is going to be a good 
elf. If she isn’t i don’t 
know  what she is going 
to be to be honest. Grey-
son and my dad do not 
believe you are real. You 
always have this class by 
your side.. Can I get the 
play station 6? My broth-
er has the play station 3. I 
like it alot but I just want 
to play station 6. It’s fun 
to play, and I like it. For 
real. I heard a ho ho ho 
outside one night. I think 
it’s Santa. My friends said 
nah santa ain’t real i said 
yeah he is they said no 
he isn’t i said YES HE IS 
they said NO HE ISN’T. I 
was like fine I said in  my 
mind of course he is. Sent 
from Friona elementary 
school to north pole 
Elliot Pate

Dear Santa,
I want black and  white 
Nike pandas and a 
bracelet machine and 
a watch and the whole 
collection of bubble 
skin care.
Camila Andrade

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I want a 
ps6 and a short neck-
lace with charm that 
has AT and my dog back 
and a mining razer, a 
gocart and a new four 
wheeler that is bigger 
than my last one and a 
new mining iphone 14. 
and a new tablet and a 
per of jordan 1uns and 
a piano and a guitar 
and a trip to go skiing 
on the mountains and 
a new door to my bed-
room cuz both of  them 
are written on ad a new 
per of oakley drone and 
a new  hot wheels and 
a new rubix cube and a 
new a hank the cow dog 
A to Z mysteries and a 
lot of chapter book and 
a new computer and 
a  loooooooooooot of 
shorts and a lot of short 
sleeves and a new the 
north face and a new 
pair of melos and a new 
pair of nike’s  and cot-
ton is being good.
Austin Tafoya

Dear Santa,
I want a Stefon Diggs 
jersey and a Trayvon 
Dlggs jersey and a Lmar 
Jakson jersey and a Josh 
Jung baseball Jersey, 
Mike Trout baseball 
jersey and a Brandin 
Cooks jersey and a Mika 
Parsons jersey.
Luke Carthel

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas, i hope 
I make it to the parade 
so I can see you and Mrs. 
Claus. We love  you santa 
and Mrs. Claus. I want 
a drone that has a cam-
era and a bow and arrow 
that has a target, and a toy 
car that has a remote and 
that is it Merry Christmas. 
Ho Ho Ho and i’ve been 
good this year and I help 
my family with stuff.
Adriel Amaya

Dear Santa,
I want to have a new CD 
player because mine 
is broke. I also want an 
electric piano, an elec-
tric scooter, a polaroid 
camera, and an iphone 
15 pro. Also a Santa hat 
for my cat named Luckey 
and also can I have Nin-
tendo Switch? Also have 
a merry christmas and a 
happy new year Santa. 
Cannon Grimsley

Dear Santa, 
I want an iphone 14 for 
christmas, I also want a 
pink watch and a Barbie 
dream house, a kitchen 
toy with food, a Barbie 
car, another pink iphone 
13, a purple watch and 
a Ken barbie toy. I want 
pink Nike shoes. I have 
been good this year. I help 
my mom with dishes, and 
washing clothes. My year 
has been good because 
my family has been nice 
to me, and because it is 
almost christmas. 
Marleny Picornio

Dear Santa, i wrote a 
scooter and a drone and 
a nerf gun
Abraham Snyder
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Season’s Greetings
from everyone at

Finishing With A Flourish - with Bermea Construction 
Final payment ceremonies 

were held on December 12th 
after completion of resurfacing 
work on the parking lot at the 
Hereford Senior Citizens Cen-
ter by Bermea Construction of 
Friona. The $329,625 project 
involved reclaiming material 
down to soil, adding base ma-
terial, reworking and packing 
the parking lot, and striping. 
Work began in November and 
the final payment, shown be-
low, was a check in the amount 
of $45,810. Richard Bermea 
reported his company and 
employees enjoyed “the best 
working environment we’ve 
ever had” during the course 
of the work. The Friona-based 
firm has been in business for 30 
years and is licensed, bonded, 
and insured for work in Texas 
and New Mexico.

By Jim Steiert

In the photo — Vanessa Nava, executive director of Hereford Senior Citizens 
Center, Edward Allison, president of the Hereford Senior Citizens Association, 
Richard Bermea, and Blaze Bermea. (Photo by Jim Steiert)

Drone’s Eye View —The expansive parking lot project at the Hereford Senior Citizens Center is shown in this drone photo.  
Reworking of the once-potholed area around the structure is now complete. (Drone photo courtesy of Blaze Bermea)

Mayor’s Minutes
By Greg Lewellen

I want to wish every-
one in Friona a very 
Merry Christmas, and I 
hope the holiday season 
brings everyone together 
once again with friends 
and family and as a com-
munity to make 2024 a 
happy new year. We are 
blessed to live in a com-
munity that has so many 
people that are willing to 
help, often behind the 
scenes, to help a neigh-
bor in times of uncer-
tainty and crisis. Thank 
you to all the unspoken 
citizens that take the time 
throughout the year to be 
uplifting to someone in 
need. I am proud of our 
community, and for the 
ability to represent such 
a community.

For the last edition 
of Mayor’s Minutes for 
2023, I wanted to update 
the community on some 
of the ongoing projects 
around town. The City 
is close to completing 
the Community Center 
renovations, with the 
bathrooms being done 
soon and the outside im-
provements finishing in 
early 2024. I hope every-
one can find the time to 
attend the 2024 Cham-
ber Banquet to see the 
completed renovations. 

Work on the renova-
tions to the fire depart-
ment should begin in 
the early part of 2024, 
with demolition. The 

fire department will be 
expanding in the cur-
rent location to occupy 
most of the block that the 
current fire department 
sits on. Once complete, 
the department will be 
able to house the more 
modern equipment that 
has been acquired, and 
serve as an emergency 
response center for the 
county in times of cata-
strophic disasters. 

Street paving will also 
begin in the early part 
of 2024, with blocks east 
of the High School be-
ing paved. This is the first 
paving of streets in many 
decades, and the project 
will continue for many 
years, to improve several 
streets across the city. 

The City is also begin-
ning in 2024 a rebate 
program to promote wa-
ter conservation. Appli-
cations will be available 
at City Hall for a select 
group of water saving 
improvements that can 
be made to your house 
or business to help con-

serve water, with the City 
reimbursing citizens for 
purchases listed in the 
program. Although the 
City received an excel-
lent review during our 
50-year water study in 
2023, we want to be pro-
active in conserving a re-
source that is becoming 
scarce in the Panhandle. 

Finally, I want to rec-
ognize the administra-
tive staff at City Hall, that 
work tirelessly to make 
sure everyone is served 
to the best of their ability. 
Thank you to Rosa Men-
dez, our City Secretary, 
Pam Mercado, our Hu-
man Resources and Fi-
nance Director, to Maria 
Gonzales, our front-line 
person that you often 
take your water bill pay-
ments, and to Sandra 
Busch, our Assistant City 
Manager. All of them 
work behind the scenes 
every day to serve the cit-
izens of Friona. Without 
their service, the wheels 
of government would 
cease to turn.
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Member FDIC- Equal Housing Lender

301 W. 3rd
Hereford TX
806-363-2265

710 W. 11th
Friona TX
806-250-2900

(l-r) Curt, Celeste, Mayra, Sandra, Maria, Cynthia, Patsy, Alma, Ab

SPECIAL HOLIDAY HOURS:
First National Bank will be closed on

Christmas Day to enjoy the holiday with our families.
Merry Christmas!
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Lydia, Breanna, Justin, Estefani, Kaitlyn, Sharlene, 
Cherlyn, Linda, Patricia, Jessica, Holly, Elaine 

If you would like to be a part of the Cargill Team, please
submit an application online at careers.cargill.com/friona-tx

Equal Opportunity Employer, including Disability/Vet.
Drug and Alcohol Free Workplace.
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DEAR,SANTA 
I hope you and misses 
clous had a very good 
christmas this year and 
you and your reindeer 
and the elves and i have 
been good this year 
and i have been wait-
ing for christmas so i 
wold like for christmas 
is some nike sokes nike 
swets and nike sweater 
and some clothes and i 
want a stanly and some 
jewey and a toper for 
my stanly and a want 
a fanypake and i wont 
some shoes and some 
skin care and a charm 
bracelet and a nekiles 
and some hair stuff 
and some sweaters 
and some braslettes 
and some plushys and 
2 things i want for 
christmas a ipad and a 
desk o and a few other 
things a water bottle 
and some keychains 
new crocs and a tram-
polin o and i want an 
a temdoswich and 
some orgenizers for 
my room o and a appel 
pincel and an ipad case 
and some nike shouse 
some bath bomse 
note pad some pictur 
frames for my room 
and a rug and some 
blankets and a book 
shelf so i can putt  my 
books in their and one 
of thouse glitteery wa-
ter bottell things and 
some head fones some 
nike shirts o and ensed 
of the head fones can i 
get air pouds and some 
earrings and rings and 
some perfwem and a 
beddspiner please and 
some shelves and some 
house shoes and a cal-
endar and a withe bord 
o and i want a mear and 
a thing that gosone top 
of yor rouf and houlds 
your stuffed animals 
and thers a thin that i 
called a cocoon it can 
go in your room it is 
kinda like a swing butt 
you can go in it  and i 
hope you and the rein-
deer and the elves had 
a very good christmas 
this year o and one 
more thing i need to 
ask you i hope every 
one has a really good 
christmas this year and 
you gusy to 
And the elves and the 
reindeer and one more 
thing have a safe trip 
LOVE, KAYLEIGH J.

Dear Santa,
I want a ps4, an Ipad, 
a tablet, and an xbox. 
I have been good this 
year. I have been doing 
all my school work. I 
have been nice this year. 
I helped my mom put 
up the Christmas tree. 
Sometimes I help clean 
the floor. I am nice to 
my cousins. Sometimes 
I go to my grandmas 
and help my grandma 
and grandpa do chores. 
I also help others.
Easton Smith

Dear Santa
Merry Christmas Santa 
I want a monkey toy, a 
unicorn toy, a puppy toy, 
a lego toy, and an elf. I 
also want  two toy sloths, 
a phone, an ipad, mini 
fridge, shoes, and tablet. 
I have been good but my 
brother is mean to me 
and one more thing I 
want is a headband.
Maricelta Perez

Dear santa,
I wish you and cotton 
a merry christmas and 
I know you have been 
working for kids. I have 
been good this year so I 
really want some dunks. 
I’ve been wanting 5 mini 
fridges. I have been 
wanting this so much I 
really want a color set. I 
also want some skincare 
headbands and an ipad 
pro max. Also I want 
some bubbles and I want 
the pink camera and I 
want a  white piano and 
I want an electric bike. I 
want a pink scooter and 
I want a 200000 Roblox 
and I want a good christ-
mas present because 
I’ve been good this year.
Analee Faudoa

Dear Santa,
I love Christmas because 
you give us presents and 
you give us elfs. I want a 
toy elf, a horse, and an 
ipad.I am a little bad and 
a little good. I have been 
bad because my sister 
is getting me in trouble. 
Sometimes I have been 
good, when my sister is 
with my grandma. My 
year has been hard. I hit 
my head on a pole, and 
I was pushed off the bed 
while wearing a mask in 
the dark. I also busted 
my lip inside. One day 
I got some money and 
bought some slime. 

Dear Santa.
I want 3 baby cats 
and an a iphone so i 
can stop watching my 
dad’s phone and down-
loading game’s and a 
plushy and a new water 
bottle but kindy black 
and purple lines and 
a house and A tv and 
a new table and a lap-
top and a ipad and  ear 
pods and a basket ball 
and a tablet and a New 
jacket and a new shoe 
and i can stop cough-
ing and a new light and 
new chairs and a new 
glasses and a new shirt 
and a new pant and a 
new teddy and a new 
pencil.

Dear Santa,
I like a squeshmelo 
barbe a lol doll tede 
bera and lego skape-
shoos. 

Dear Santa,
What l want to have this 
Christmas Is a grave 
digger and a drone and 
One more thing that 
i want is a Gift for my 
family and is god.
By Rodrigo.

Dear Santa,
I need a new toy and  
two phone and a ipad 
and a bike.
And a big bike for my 
big brother and two 
book. three  Shoes.

Dear Santa i want  a  
ipad for Christmas
Aubriella Sloniker

Dear Santa,
For christmas I want a 
four wheeler, a puppy, 
a ps5, a ipad, a phone 
and jordan shoes. I also 
want mini fridge and a 
elf and a new bike and 
some hank the cowdog 
books and some a to z 
mysteries books and 
some chapter books 
and I wish for snow and 
a computer.
Nathanael Licerio

Dear Santa,
I have taken care of Pete, 
Zack, Rose, Grinch, and 
the babies. What I want 
for Christmas is a violin. 
I’ve been good by giving 
people food when they 
can’t afford it. I had a 
good year because I 
got to learn in school. 
Thank you santa.
Hazel Portillo

Dear Santa,
I what a ipod and a. der-
on and a . New shos. 
And a nfl football And 
that all that i what.
Darron Thompson

Dear Santa
,a tablet a new phone 
and teddy apple watch 
disneyland ticket a toy 
baby \
Aizlynn Cervantes

Dear Santa,Can I have a 
airzooka and can i have 
a infinite marble loop 
and a tuning fork and 
can i have a robux gift 
card
Asher Suarez

Dear Santa, im wishing 
for a scooter or drone 
and a makeup kit and 
bubble, lotion
Genesis Bautista

Dear Santa
I like Cotton because she 
is pretty. What I want for 
Christmas is a puppy. 
I have been good. I lis-
tened, took care of my 
mom and I helped her 
out. My year has been 
good. It was good be-
cause I like helping my 
mom. I also get to see 
my brother and I get to 
see my sister. Thank you 
santa.
Madison Boren

Dear Santa’ 
I like a 10$ and tedy bear 
and new nike’s and new 
toy’s and a iphone15
And a bunny and a cray-
ola’s.
love. JUANA

Dear Santa,
 I wish that you coud 
bring me a new tos  and 
a new  pans  fore
Christmas  and  a  new  
shoes  and  a  new  jacit

Dear Santa,	
For christmas I want a 
basketball. I also want a 
soccerball  so I can prac-
tice playing soccer. I also 
want a sewing machine 
so I can learn how  make 
clothes. I also want 
some jewelry for christ-
mas. I also want a light 
blue sweater. I also want 
a new phone. I also want
Some washable markers 
to color with. I also want 
a tablet for christmas. I 
also want a pair of ear-
rings.
Sincerely, Demri

Dear Santa,
I Want to nintendo 
switch
Eryx Beltran     

Dear Santa,
I am writing to let you 
know what I would like 
for Christmas. I hope 
that you are not too busy 
at the North Pole to read 
this letter. I would like 
for you to bring me a 
new, pink stuffed puppy. 
I have been really good 
this year! Please be safe 
as you travel around the 
world and I will leave 
you a treat!
Sincerely, Alicia Ha-
Chic

Dear Santa
Can  you  get  me  a  
ipad. Can  you  get  me 
a  elf. Can  you get  me  a  
gooche.
Anabely Lopez

Dear Santa,
what I want for christ-
mas  is   1 more kitten   
and  a cat bed and a cat’s 
toys  a  scratching pole 
for the cats that all.
Maria Sophia Larios

Dear Santa, what I want 
for christmas is a barbie.
Juana Ralios

Dear Santa,
I want 2 soccer balls.I 
want a big car controller. 
I want the best christ-
mas ever. I want my nee 
to work again

Dear Santa, 
I wish i have a chrisime 
tree and a. toy smile but 
two and a lphnoe and 
candy . and Nintindo  
switch.and play do  ten 
and pop it five  and a 
Barbie house and stress 
ball and Shoe roller  and 
Barbie doll ten gummy 
worm.

Dear Santa,
my name is  Dulce. I 
want all the toys in the 
world. I  waasnt to have 
the best christmas ever 
with my family. I lov my 
family so so so much. I 
hope i get a lot of ift for 
christmas. Please santa 
bring m e everything i  
wnt.

Dear Santa,  
una   coneja  de  peluche   
y  un   cavieyop   de  
peluche
Dayanna

Dear Santa,
I am writing to let you 
know what I want for 
Christmas. I hope you 
are not busy to read this 
letter at the North Pole. 
I would like for you to 
bring me a red, road 
bike.I have been good 
this year! Please  be  safe 
as  you  travel  around  the 
world.  And I  will  leave  
you  a  treat!   
Sincerely, Jett.C.Jarecki         

Dear Santa,
I am writing to let you 
know what I would like 
for Christmas, I hope 
that you are well and the 
reindeer are ready to go! 
I would like for you to 
bring me a hermit crab . I 
have been good this year! 
Please be safe as you trav-
el around the world and I 
will leave you a treat!
Sincerely,
Mauricio Lara

Dear Santa.
Hi Santa, I hope  you are 
not too busy to read my 
letter.  I would like a Mag-
ic Mixer for Christmas.I 
have been good this year! 
Please be safe as you 
travel around the world.
And I will leave you a 
treat!
Sincerely,
Lauren.C.Barraza

Querido Santa Clos,
Hola! Este año yo me he 
portado bien. Este año 
me gustaría que me tra-
jeras un x box y un carro.
Muchas gracias, Jesus 
Sepeda

Querido Santa Clos,
Hola! Este año yo me he 
portado bien. Me gus-
taría que este año me tra-
jeras una moto y una orbi 
gun.
Muchas gracias, 
Tomas De La o.

Dear Santa
I  want a slim and a bar-
bie girl  for christmas 

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I a new 
dog. and pandas shoes. 
Cinnmineroll  plashy.
Eled lights. A toy pig.

Dear Santa
I want a Ps5 and a VR 
headset  dirt bike, a go 
cart   and  nerf gun, an 
iphone 15  pro max and 
a  horse.
Jesus Guevara

The Friona High School and Hereford High School Choirs had the opportunity to sing the National Anthem before the Texas Tech Basketball game last week.
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Dear Santa,
I  got  the  elf  that  you  sit  
me  he  is  so  sweet.  What  
i what  for  chrasmes   is  a  
ps5.And  a  gotecart.And  
a  hoverboard.

Dear Santa,
I want presents. For 
Christmas, I want toys, 
Cars, and race cars. My 
brother wants toys, cars, 
and race cars too. I will 
leave you some cake. 
Please  leave the Christ-
mas presents under the 
tree.  
Love Jadavyon 

Dear Santa,
I want a present about go-
cart and a tablet an a ps5 
and a   tendo switch santa 
I  want alos like  a dirt bike 
santa l am a good boy  and  
I help  my family clean the 
house santa I want a lot of 
present and I want a sonic 
teddy  bear Santa you are 
the best santa I love you 
from Edwin.           

Santa for christmas i 
want a eagles jersey so 
i could Take it to school 
also i want v-bucks so i 
could buy some Skins 
in fortnite even i want 
a ps4 headset so i could 
hear While im playing.
By Santino Mendez

Dear Santa 
I don’t want anything 
for Christmas. I already 
have everything I need.
FROM Yuvia Arias 

Santa for christmas i 
want a eagles jersey 
from football so I could 
wear it for school also i 
want v-bucks for christ-
mas Because in fortnite 
i have no v-bucks or 
skins in fortnite so i
Could use them also i 
want a ps4 headset. 
Santino Mendez
                                                                               
Dear Santa, 
for Christmas I want 
some soccer cleats air 
zoom nike superfly 9 
orange, a soccer net, a 
gatorade water bottle, 
nike socks white, grip 
socks (black), airpods 
pro, track suit of real 
madrid, a jersey of real 
madrid, nike gloves 
,iphone 13 pro max, a 
hover ball, and training 
equipment for soccer, 
and Santa you know I 
have been bad but I al-
ways try to be nice and 
good, and not just for 
my Christmas gifts , you 
know I have get mad 
with my little sister but 
because she starts,and 
my mom gets me in 
trouble over her and I 
get mad.
Johnny Ha

Dear Santa for christmas 
I want  new shoes,, sci-
ence kit, football cards, 
money 
From markis

Dear santa, this year for 
christmas i want some 
football cards and a dog 
and even vbucks or a vr 
headset.
Kaiden Bridges

Dear santa - december 
1,2023
All I want for Christmas 
is 130 presents full of 
money so I can buy my 
own presents. 
Isaiah Trevino

This year for christmas
Dear Santa, I want 
Christmas coloring 
pages and toys from my 
family and I want candy 
and new shoes and new 
clothes for my family 
and that all thank you 
santa I love you so much 
and thank you for the 
gift have a good christ-
mas.
Juana Ciprian Solis

This year for christmas 
dear santa I want for 
christmas coloring pag-
es and toys from my sis-
ter and my brother and 
I want candy and new 
shoes and new cloths 
and new car from my 
mom and my dad from 
a gift from them and 
more gift from my fam-
ily and that all thank you 
santa I love you so much 
and thank you for the 
gift have a good christ-
mas and be happy don’t 
be sad we love you so 
much.
Maria Lopez-Ordonez

Dear Santa,
I want a barbie girl for 
christmas      

Dear Santa,
i want a my life set like 
all you can get from it i 
also want a hoverboard 
and an ipad and maybe 
oh some new shoes (AIR 
MAX) and shirts pants 
jackets and I want to get 
something special like 
a burrito from the best 
tortillas, so For me, I also 
want to get  . A pickle vs 
cats  and as long as it is 
a toy i will love it .you 
know i been really good 
lately so i know i know 
we still don’t have are 
lights or are christmas 
treeIt in herford .We 
moved we had to take 
some stuff to are herford 
garage and were going 
to go get them.I also 
want my brothers to be 
nice to me and play with 
me.At least at home be-
cause since im the only 
girl i can’t go out to my 
friends house no even if 
there two blokes away. 
And i think it just not 
fair the my brothers can 
go all the way to Ama-
rillo and i can’t even go 
two blokes away just be-
cause i’m a girl so i want 
my brothers to be at 
home on christmas not 
even everyday i need 
them at home. I have no 
one to play at home so i 
want a lot of toys so i can 
not be board so please 
get me all of these things 
and i’m really bored so 
i need nails and a lot of 
stuff so goodbye ill see 
my presents under the 
tree  thank you bye.
From Danay perez  

Dear Santa, whatI want 
for christmas is a bike 
and a helmet and I 
have cookies and milk 
for when it is christmas 
thank you for all the gif
by Brayan Lopez                        

Dear Santa,
I hope you come this 
year and also hope im 
nice list.I really want 
new shoes a new football 
visor and a new football. 
I hope new socks and a 
electric scooter. 
Elian Aguirre

From:  Roxana Juarez
This year for Christmas 
I want school supplies 
because my parents 
don’t have enuff money 
to buy it .

Dear Santa 
From:Bart van somme-
ren 
This year santa I want a 
gas powered mini jeep. 
And I would like to have 
a good and happy christ-
mas this year. And the 
mini jeep i really want so 
please get me one santa.

Dear Santa,
can i pls have a hover-
bord, stitch bed,stitch 
lavalamp,. a new water 
bottle, a dry erase white 
bord and eraser, . ama-
rican girl doll that i can 
do it’s hair, ear muffus 
for winter,. a mini fan, 
a mini back pack with a 
mini pen mini notebook  
a mini.

Dear Santa
I want a table and a 
phone14 and I am gud 
and I want a nu babak
Dominga

Dear Santa,for christ-
mas i want a card game 
like battleship or uno 
for me. For my brother 
I want to get a board 
game like battleship or a 
ez game and for my oth-
er brother to give him 
a lot of toy cars. and for 
my big brother to give 
him a Nintendo and a 
game. Now my teachers 
give them a new phone 
or computer or a card 
game or a board game 
to the teacher and thank 
you. 

Dear Santa, 
What I want for Christ-
mas is, hoodies, stitch 
stuff , air forces, body 
spray , and a water  bot-
tle .
Arianna Rocha

Dear Santa,  
Hola  santa mucho gusto 
yo soy Madelyn Morales  
deseo que pases  fe-
liz  navidad santa y feliz  
navidad yo tepido que 
para navidad yo tepido 
un oso  de peluche  feliz 
navidad  santa .

Dear Santa,  
I really want a lightsaber 
and beyblade but what i 
really want is family be-
cause it the thing that i 
saw first and how many 
reindeer  do you have ? 
leave a note next to the 
tv for the answer,’
Francisco Holguin

Dear Santa
,    q”Erido santa en este 
dia de navidad deseo un 
ps5 para el juego de mi 
hermano y para mi un 
peluche de sonic prime.
Erick

Jr. High “Beginner” Band (Christmas Concert)

Jr. High “White” Band (Christmas Concert)

Jr. High “Red” Band (Christmas Concert)
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Dear Santa,
I want  a game for my 
playstation and some 
rope  I want a ipad and  
I game to play with my 
family  and  some  shoes  
and I want  a  bike  and 
a  skate  and  a  tv  for  my  
rome.  and a soccer ball 
to play with my brother 
and a football  ball to play 
with my cousin and a 
backpack to school and I 
want a water bottle for my 
water. 
Ian lozano.

Dear Santa, I want Rock 
Revo pants in the mall  
back air the sis 7 and short 
back m or s and write  air  
sis 7 Dimen sis 8  nick.
Zitlaly cervantes                                                                                                                        

Dear Santa, 
I want aIpad,mini 
phone,computer,vr,tv for 
my room I want some cl
othes,pants,shirt,shoes,s
ocks,jackets I want some-
thing for my dogs so they 
want clothes,treats ,little 
boot,little bones  I want a 
desk for my room 
Jaelyn Rodriguez 

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I would 
like a Minnesota vikings 
sweater with justin jeffer-
son on it.
A..  Kansas City Chiefs 
sweater of Patrick ma-
homes. B..  A soccer ball 
so I can play soccer with 
my cousin paisley. C..  
And a new xbox and con-
troller.
Love, Kaizen

Dear Santa, I want a nin-
tendo switch with some 
mario games and other 
games, a set of legos, a 
Ronaldo jersey and also 
a reamolt control car. 
And a robot control-
ler and some croks and 
a beck bro jack plushie 
with a sweter I also want  
something that looks like 
diamond necklace. And 
the brand new dog man 
book also the monster 
truck and  the new air up 
water bololo.
Tomas Lopez .

Dear Santa,I want a VR 
headset and can I get 
another handrod for my 
Kermit the frog puppet 
you gave me last christ-
mas.
Love isael olmos

Dear Santa, I want 
two little puppies 
for christmas and a 
ps5,nintendo,pc,360 vr, 
so I can play with my un-
cle for the games I want 
madden 24,minecraft,FC 
24 it is like a soccer 
game,and i want a 3d car 
game for my ps4.
   
Dear Santa, I want math 
colors,barbie toys and 
barbie cloths,sock,pan
ts,shoes,shirts,shorts,a 
chaket, volleyball, christ-
mas pajamas,water 
battle, mini ipod, 
chromebook, slime,croc 
charms,suest, basket-
ball shoes,vr, desk for my 
room 
Neidelyn Rodriguez

Dear Santa, I will like a  
frog pellow  and a llama 
bag for my backpack I’ll 
leave milk and cookies 
for the night for you and 
I will prepare cookies 
for you and milk it will 
be homemade 
I will like a new Water 
bottle
From mia reyes

Dear Santa, I want a 
puppy to help me stay 
happy with what  is go-
ing on with ethen And I  
know      it alot to ask for 
so I want to repair my 
little brother’s ipad too.
Greyson pate.

Dear Santa, I really want 
Present but it okay I 
don’t really need Pres-
ent but Present isn’t 
really anything about 
Christmas. But I been 
really nice, but I hope 
I’m on the nice list I’m 
sure that I’ll have a good 
Christmas. But I do love 
Present I really want 
some cute hair thing. 
Today I’m setting up 
my Christmas tree and 
me and my dad might 
some light for the tree I 
might even set up some 
light outside the house 
I might even put a lot of 
Christmas thing in my 
room like light, a new 
Christmas bed maybe 
anything else. Some-
time Present aren’t for 
me I just want to have 
fun with my family. Kate 
Garcia

Dear Santa,
I want slime, candy, 
squishy pillows, and  
Nintendo Switch.	
Love, Zonia

Dear Santa, I have been 
good this year please 
if it’s much don’t give 
much of what i want 
the first thing i want is 
clothing i want cargo 
cute pants shirts that are 
white and black dresses 
and dark blue dresses 
and cow pants on shoes 
i want air forces 1 NIKE 
hey dudes accessories 
glasses headband ear-
rings led lights small 
toys small Christmas 
tree first aid kit and fake 
cloud lights for both of 
my brothers they would 
like flowers,belts,jeans,t
ejana,cowboy boots,and 
hey dudes and for me 
again is fluffy blankets,a 
hoverboard, last thing 
is an American girl doll 
that’s all if its to much js 
bring my brother thing a 
little bit of me thank you 
have a good holidays 
santa.

Dear Santa, What I 
want for christmas is a 
teddy bear but of dog I 
wanted with brown eyes 
and he is a boy his fur 
is  black,brown he was 
my first dog but he died 
that is my first wish the 
2 wish is if you can give 
me a box of hershey and 
a paper on how to make 
hot chocolate to drink 
with my family and stay 
warm on christmas.

Dear Santa
I want an xbox and a 
new football helmet and 
jordans and Lemelows 
and a bike and a dog 
and a cat and a basket-
ball and a tablet and an 
iphone15 pro.
Love, Yahdriel

Dear Santa,what I 
want for Christmas 
is an electric guitar I 
also want slime from 
peachy babies.I want 
alot of them there 
sooooooooooooooooo 
cool and I want squishis 
and a curtain for my 
bed.I also want a canopy 
red with gold and white 
and it has to be light up.I 
also want a lot of teny 
tiny squishmallows.Oh i 
also want a pink pineap-
ple fluffy stuffed animal.

Dear Santa,
I would like a new skate-
board A new video game 
A watch A guitar Please 
give me at least  one of 
these things for Christ-
mas.

Dear Santa, I would re-
ally like a ipad case for 
my ipad and a apple pen 
i got one last year but it 
broke sadly next i want 
slime a good one even 
tho my grandma dosen’t 
like it and i would want 
games for nintendo 
switch like a lot also a 
collection of books like 
all kinds and a glass cup 
with my name one it and 
Thank you  
Love, Itzel

Dear Santa, My name is 
Salette Grado I want an 
iPhone, a puppy and a 
bag of markers. I want 
snow and a cute bird just 
for me. And  3 chrome-
book for me, my brother 
and my sister .
Candy chips and choco-
lates sketchbook neon 
markers  and cookies. I 
want the new uno for me 
and my family to play.

Dear Santa,
I would like some make 
up for Christmas.
Love, Adelaide

Dear Santa Claus
This year I would like a 
play kitchen set, a doll, 
and more bows. This 
year I was very good. I 
helped my mom and I 
listened to her. Merry 
Christmas Santa.
Love from Caroline

Dear Santa Claus
This year I want every-
thing, like a lot of stuff. I 
want lots of cat stuff and 
lots of LOL toys. I think I 
was very good this year. 
I helped mommy and 
listened to her. I love 
Santa.
Love from Mia

Dear Santa Claus
This year I want Legos, 
remote control car, and 
new shoes. This year I 
was very good. I listened 
to my mom and helped 
her too. I love you Santa.
Love from Federico

Dear Santa Claus
This year I would like a 
remote control car and 
toy nerf gun. I was very 
good this year. I ate all 
my veggies, and I lis-
tened to my parents. Fe-
liz Navidad Santa.
Love from Erick

Dear Santa Claus
This year I want barbie 
dolls. I also want an Elsa 
Doll and new clothes. I 
was very good this year. 
I ate all my veggies and 
listened to my mom. Fe-
liz Navidad Santa.
Love from Ximena
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Dear Santa
For christmas I want: 1.A 
kansas city chefs  sweat-
er  with the number 1 on 
it.. 2. Also want a mima 
dolphins number 10. 3. 
New whit nikes and whit 
adidas plz. 4. Nintendo 
switch.
Love, Jocelynn

Dear Santa, I want a new 
car for my Mom,a Ps5 
$10 and a xbox series x 
for my brother.For Mrs 
Santiago my teacher,I 
want a G-wagon and 
new cars for my whole 
family.

Dear Santa, for christ-
mas I want a big bucket 
of slime because it my 
favorite slime and I also 
like making bracelets 
and  last I want for all of 
my family to get a gift so 
they can be happy and 
I want them to get teire 
favorite gifts the.

Dear Santa,i want a bike 
and a cat rug and a pen 
that looks real
And a stuffed animal but 
the most thing i want is 
my mom to feel better 
and i also want a snow 
globe and i my want a 
Blanket and I want a 
speaker and some cat 
bed sheets.
Jesalyn Jarecki

Dear Santa,
for Christmas I want 
a signed poster by the 
Texas Rangers.

Dear Santa,
I would like Barbie 
clothes, a baby dollys, a 
bike and baby clothes.
Love, Kaymbree

Dear Santa Claus
This year I want a motor-
cycle and a teddy bear 
for my brother, his name 
is David. This year I was 
very good. I helped my 
mom clean the house 
and I listened to all her 
rules. Feliz Navidad 
Santa.
Love from Gimena

Dear Santa Claus
This year for Christmas 
I would like a snow doll. 
I also want an Elsa doll. 
This I was very good. I 
would eat all my food, 
play with my siblings, 
and I would look after 
them. Merry Christmas 
Santa.
Love from Yoseline

Dear Santa Claus
I want a doll and a doll 
house. I would also like 
a snow doll. I was very 
good this year. I helped 
my mom clean when 
she would get very 
tired.
Love from Yulissa

Dear Santa Claus
This year I would like a 
remote control motor-
cycle. I also want a Nin-
tendo for Christmas. I 
was very good this year. 
I helped my mom clean 
the kitchen.
Love from Eduardo

Dear Santa Claus
This year I would like 
to get dinosaur toys 
for Christmas. I would 
love to get a robot toy. 
This year I was very 
good. I helped my pick 
up around the house. I 
picked up my toys after 
I was done playing.
Love from Miguel

Dear Santa Claus
This year I want an 
Iphone 15, a Jack 
plushy, a tablet, and 
a Chucky doll. I was 
very good this year. I 
followed my mom and 
dads rules.
Love from Chris

Dear Santa,
I would like an 
iphone15 and a smart 
watch.And a foot-
ball on the cover it ses 
qb.And a lie detector.
And a  cooking robot 
that cooks for you.And 
a robot that cleans your 
room for you.
Love your friend, Ayden  
Rocha

Dear Santa,
I would like the follow-
ing christmas gifts,
• Toys • iPhone 11• Com-
puter • Soccer ball • Nin-
tendo Switch.
Sincerely, Benjamin

Dear Santa
,I want a ps5,dirt bike, 
go cart , vr head set , a 
tablet,a phone and xbox 
and I was good in Mrs.
Flores class and a big tv.
Daniel Mendoza

Dear Santa
I want five nights at 
freddy,s toys. and a 
egg man plush and an 
minecraft game card 
for my nentendoswitch.
im good at scool and im 
quiet at scool.
Javier

Dear Sant
For christmas I   want  
a sewing machine and  
strength and fabric and 
brat dolls slim cit and 
bracelets cit  and ear-
rings. 
Love, Nyah

Dear Santa,
I hope all is well in the 
North pole. For Christ-
mas I want a dirt bike and 
a VR headset It would 
be nice to have a PS 5. I 
would also like a go cart 
to take it for a ride.  I have 
been trying to be good.  I 
help my mom clean the 
house and I like to help 
her a lot. I will act better 
in class
Angel

Dear Santa
I want a little cold car and 
sonic teddy and iphone 
15 pro max a nintendo 
switch xbox and ps5  one 
BIllion dollars  and a big  
tv and a house and one 
prime  and a horse. 
Jesus alopez

Dear Santa,
I want a phone and a 
tablet and teddy and 
slime  fidgets shoes and 
some toy story ` toy for 
my niece  makeup and 
barbie house  and to see 
my sister baby braclets 
and tankyou
Ally

Dear,santa
I want some slime and 
some fidgets and shoes 
and a barbie house and 
clothes and chapter 
books and some mark-
ers and a bracelet .
Eunise

Dear Santa
 I want a 3  teddy bunny 
and 3 tablet and  3 slime 
and I help my mom the 
clean I’M good girl the 
school.                  
Manuela

Dear Santa, I hope you 
are doing good and I 
hope your little elves 
are doing okay too. 
What I really want for 
Christmas is cars, a Ps5 
and a phone. I have 
been really good this 
year. 
I also forgot to tell you 
I want a big teddy bear 
thank you and Merry 
christmas Santa.
Dmarcus

Dear Santa,
I want a barbie dream 
house and more barbies 
and everything else. I 
want a doll too.
Love, Elyanna

Dear Santa Claus
This year I want a re-
mote control car, shoes, 
and clothes. I was very 
good this year. I listened 
to my mom and helped 
her out around the 
house. I love you Santa.
Love from Juan

Dear Santa,
I want some dinosaurs 
for Christmas.
Love, Darrel

Dear Santa,
I want blue sonic that 
runs really fast.
Love,

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I want a 
green car for my dad.
Love,

Dear Santa,
I want some dinosaurs, 
a motorcycle for Christ-
mas.
Love,

Dear Santa,
I want a motorcycle for 
Christmas.
Love,

Dear Santa,
I want a blue car, motor-
cycle, and a big car for 
my dad.
Love,

Dear Santa,
I want a toy Minnie 
Mouse Kitchen and 
some dishes.
Love,

Dear Santa,
I want a Bake Oven to 
make food for Christ-
mas.
Love,

Dear Santa Claus
This year I want new 
clothes, bows, and a 
barbie doll. I was very 
good this year. I helped 
my mommy pick up 
and I would also eat all 
my veggies. I love you 
Santa.
Love from Lillie

Dear Santa,
I would like a pig, 
horse, cat, cookie, and a 
Christmas tree.
Love, Yasiel

Dear Santa,
I would like a nerf gun 
and some bullets for 
Christmas.
Love, Junior

Dear Santa,
I would like a Greedy 
Granny Game.
Love, John

Dear Santa,
I would like a Garden 
Lego for Christmas.
Love, Ximena

Dear Santa Claus
I want a robot, new cow-
boy boots, and a pillow. 
I was very very good this 
year. I would help my 
mom clean, before I for-
get Santa I also want a 
ball.
Love from Luffy

Dear Santa Claus
This year I want a bar-
bie doll and markers. I 
was very good this year. 
I listened to my mom 
and helped her. Merry 
Christmas Santa.
Love from Adelaida

Dear Santa,
I want a bar-b-que Bar-
bie Camper for Christ-
mas.
Love, Aubree

Dear Santa,
I want a Mickey Mouse 
for Christmas.
Love, Vanessa

Dear Santa,
I want a black poodle for 
Christmas.
Love, Aria 

Dear Santa,
I want a stroller for my 
babies.
Love, Allison

Dear Santa,
I want a superman ac-
tion toy for Christmas.
Love,

Dear Santa,
I want a red bike for 
Christmas.
Love,

Dear Santa,
I want doll clothes and 
a doll and a doll dream 
house and barbies and 
Christmas clothes.
Love, Cambrie

FHS Band News

All Region Band Audition Participants

Area Qualifiers All Region Band

All-Region Band Au-
dition Participants 
— On December 4th, 
Aubree Salas, Josiah 
Hernanez, Kaysen Stan-
berry, Andrez Gutier-
rez, Michael Alvarez, 
Francisco Perez, Ramon 
Ortiz, Jarrett White, 
Clayton Humphrey, 
Mario Molina, Caydee 
Humphrey, Israel San-
tiago, Reagan Daniels, 
Nicholas Gutierrez, 
Avram Hernandez, Ga-
briella Castillo, Valeria 
Corrales, Jocelyn Reyes, 
and Yvette Zentino au-
ditioned for the ATSSB 
All-Region Band.

Out of those who au-
ditioned the following 
made the All-Region 
Band. Honors Band 
— Valeria Corales 11th 
chair. 1A/2A/3A Band 
— Jocelyn Reyes 5th 
chair flute, Yvette Ze-
tino 1st Alternate Flute, 
Gabriella Castillo 9th 
chair Clarinet, Israel 
Santiago 2nd chair Con-
tra Clarinet, Nicholas 
Gutierrez 2nd Alternate 
Alto Sax, Ramon Ortiz 

3rd chair Trumpet, Jar-
ret White 10th Chair 
Trumpet, Michael Al-
verez 8th Chair Trom-
bone, Andres Gutierrez 
2nd chair Euphonium, 
Josiah Hernandez 7th 
Chair Tuba, Aubree Sa-
las 1st Alternate Tuba, 
and Reagan Daniels 3rd 
Chair Percussion.

Out of those who 
made the All-Region 
Band, Reagan Daniels, 
Valeria Corrales, Ra-
mon Ortiz, and Andrez 
Gutierrez will move 
on to compete at the 
ATSSB Area Auditions 
in January.
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Dear Santa,
I would like duplos and 
tiny legos and cars and 
a hot wheels track and a 
tiny gator.
Love, Jace

Dear Santa,
I would like a tablet for 
Christmas.
Love, Jaziel

Dear Santa,
I would like toy cars and 
come coloring books as 
well.
Love, Malachi

Dear Santa,
I would like some sonic 
toys.
Love, Javi

Dear Santa,
I want a play unicorn for 
Christmas.
Love, Lucy

Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission 
for a BQ Wine and Malt Beverage Retail Dealer’s Off-Premise Permit by 
Family Dollar Stores of Texas, LLC dba Family Dollar #33101, to be located 
at 209 W Highway 86, Bovina, TX, 79009, Parmer County. Officers of said 
LLC are Peter Barnett (President), Todd Littler (Senior Vice President), 
Jonathan Elder (Vice President - Tax and Treasurer), John Mitchell, Jr. (Vice 
President and Secretary), and Harry Spencer (Assistant Secretary).

LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE
Sealed proposals addressed to City Manager, City of Friona, for the construc-
tion of approximately 1,350 linear feet of 10” water distribution line, valves 
and associated appurtenances entitled:

WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
FRIONA, TEXAS

TxCDBG No. CDV21-0157

will be received at the City Hall, 623 N. Main 
Street, Friona, Texas, 79035 until

4:00 PM
Monday, January 08, 2024

and bids will be publicly opened and read aloud at 4:00 PM on January 8, 2024 at 
623 N. Main Street, Friona, TX 79035.

A cashier’s check, certified check or acceptable bidder’s bond, payable to the City 
of Friona in an amount equal to not less than five percent of the bid submitted, 
must accompany each bid as guarantee that, if awarded the contract, the Bidder 
will, within fifteen days after receipt of Contract Documents, enter into a contract 
with the City of Friona and will execute bonds on the forms provided in the Con-
tract Documents.  Any bid received after the time and date listed above will be 
returned unopened and will not be considered.

Attention is called to the fact that not less than, the federally determined prevail-
ing (Davis-Bacon and Related Acts) wage rate, as issued by the Texas Department 
of Agriculture Office of Rural Affairs and contained in the contract documents, 
must be paid on this project. In addition, the successful bidder must ensure that 
employees and applicants for employment are not discriminated against because 
of race, color, religion, sex, sexual identity, gender identity, or national origin.

Bidders are expected to inspect the site of the work and inform themselves re-
garding all local conditions. 

All contractors/subcontractors that are debarred, suspended or otherwise ex-
cluded from or ineligible for participation on federal assistance programs may 
not undertake any activity in part or in full under this project.

Contract Documents are on file and may be examined in the office of the City 
Manager, at City Hall, City of Friona, 623 N. Main Street, Friona, Texas, telephone 
(806) 250-2761 and at the offices of Hi-Plains Civil Engineers, Consulting Engi-
neers, 4537 Canyon Drive, Amarillo, Texas 79110, telephone (806) 353-7233 

Plans and Specifications may be obtained from the Engineers, Hi-Plains Civil En-
gineers, 4537 Canyon Drive, Amarillo, Texas 79110, phone (806) 353-7233 in the 
following manner: 

Cost:  Seventy-five Dollars ($75.00), non-refundable, for each set of paper or digi-
tal plans and specifications.

Performance and Payment bonds shall be set forth in the Contract Documents.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to waive any informali-
ties in the bidding. In case of ambiguity or lack of clearness, the Owner reserves 
the right to adopt such interpretations as may be most advantageous or to reject 
the bid as informal.  No bid may be withdrawn until the expiration of 30 days from 
the bid opening date.

CITY OF FRIONA, TEXAS

Jr. High Choir (Christmas Concert)

High School Choir (Christmas Concert)

Letters
to

Santa
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Friona 4-H wrapped and delivered gifts for Prairie Acres residents. This is part of 
the annual “sweat suits for seniors” project.
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WRANGLING
WARM Wies
Friona, TX 806-250-2791  | Comanche, TX 325-256-2566

Clovis, NM 575-763-4013  | Cheyenne, OK 580-497-2219

Hill Country 325-500-5354
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1307 Cleveland Ave., Friona • 806.250.2754

Our family caring for your family in

WISHING YOU A VERY

FILLED WITH LIGHT,
PEACE, AND JOY
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