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Farwell, Texas - Voters in Parmer County may 
soon be able to vote at any county polling location on 
Election Day. Parmer County Commissioners, along 
with the County Clerk and Voter Registrar, have re-
quested the implementation of Countywide Vote 
Centers which will allow registered voters to vote at 
any Voting Location. The court voted on Monday, 
May 8, 2023, to approve a resolution petitioning the 
Texas Secretary of State to allow Parmer County to 
participate in the program in the November 7, 2023, 
7th Constitutional Amendment Election. 

All registered voters will have the opportunity to 
vote at a polling location that is the most convenient 
to the voter. There are people closer to Bovina whose 
assigned polling place is Farwell. This program will 
allow them to vote in Bovina, if your parents live in 
another precinct of the county then you do, this will 
allow all of you to vote at one place. In Friona, there 
are three precinct polling places. This program would 
allow the county to have one place in Friona that ev-
eryone can vote, no matter what precinct you live in.

There will be 4 Vote Centers strategically located 
across the county. There will be one in each town at 
previously used locations. On election day a regis-
tered voter can vote at any location from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m.  A list of the locations will be formally approved 
by the Commissioners after the State has approved 
participation in the program. 

The County Clerk has discussed this program for 
almost two years. Commissioners approved the 
purchase of necessary equipment and technology 
to provide a smooth Countywide Voting process. 
County officials will now wait on a response from the 
Secretary of State. Everyone feels confident that the 
county will be allowed to participate in the program. 

According to the Texas Secretary of State’s Office, 
more than 90 counties utilize countywide voting in 
the state. There is a mix of large, medium, and small 
counties in the program.  

For more information on the program or Parmer 
County Elections please call 806.481.3691 or visit  
parmercounty.texas.gov

Voting made easier

General Election
May 6, 2023

Friona ISD Board of Trustees
Unofficial Results

Glen London............................................ 59
Shawn Pitsch......................................... 142
*Wade Schueler..................................... 182
*John Jarecki......................................... 150

*elected

Parmer County Hospital 
District Board of Directors

Unofficial Results
*Danny Kendrick....................................142
Greg O’Brian...........................................98
*Ricky Barnett........................................189

*elected

comments. The Min-
utes of the April 10, 
2023 meeting were re-
viewed and approved.

A request from Steve 
Meeks for a zoning des-
ignation change from 
single-family dwelling 
to commercial was ap-
proved unanimously. 
Also, a request from 
Patricia Barrientos for 
a trailer variance was 
approved. Council 
member Cindy More-
no abstained from the 
vote.

The Council ap-
proved a proposal from 
Richard Bermea, own-
er of Bermea Construc-
tion, to pave the street 
east of Lowe’s Market 
with a new “slurry seal” 
process. A nearby street 
will have the standard 
“chip seal” applied to 
it this summer. Coun-
cil members, as well as 
the general public, will 
have the opportunity to 
compare the two pro-
cesses in order to make 
decisions concerning 
future street repairs.

After hearing recom-
mendations from Fire 
Marshall & Code Com-
pliance Officer Danny 
Campbell, the Council 
approved the adoption 
of the 2018 Interna-
tional Building Code, 
the 2018 International 
Residential Code, and 
the 2020 National Elec-
trical Code. These are 
the codes that most 
cities and towns in our 
area are using. 

In other business, 
the accounts payable 
for April 2023 were ap-
proved as well as the 
financial statement for 
April 2023. Consider-
ation on the demoli-
tion of the 4-Way Pump 
building was tabled 
until the next meeting.

All meetings are open 
to the public. Informa-
tion in this article is 
only a summary.

Daycare moves closer to reality

At the city council meeting Monday evening, Mayor Greg Lewellen proclaimed 
May 7-13 as “Municipal Clerk Week” in Friona. City Manager Lee Davila present-
ed a Certificate of Appreciation to City Secretary Rosa Mendez.

Re-elected city council members (l-r) Alan Monroe, Esmeralda Mills, and Bruce 
Fleming were sworn in by Municipal Court Judge Deborah Campbell (center left) 
at Monday evening’s council meeting.

The Friona City 
Council took two steps 
closer to making day-
care in the city a real-
ity. A bid for the Friona 
Daycare Center Build-
ing Renovation Project 
was approved in the 
amount of $228,000 
with an initial spend-
ing limit of $115,000 

to get the building up-
graded for use. A lease 
agreement with Little 
Tribe Daycare for the 
Daycare Services Proj-
ect was also approved. 
Tentative plans are for 
the facility to be op-
erational sometime in 
September. 

The Friona City 

Council met in regu-
lar session on Monday 
May 8, 2023 at 6:30 
p.m. in the City Coun-
cil Chambers at 617 
Main in Friona, Texas. 
The meeting began 
with roll call, an invo-
cation, and the Pledge 
of Allegiance.

There were no public 

Future Firefighters — 2nd graders and Sunshine School students got to meet firefighters last week at a meet-and-greet event hosted by the Friona Volunteer Fire Department. 
The kids got a close-up look at how the first responders do their job and all the cool equipment they use when fighting fires. See more photos at www.frionaonline.com
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DOWN

  1  TXism: “let him ____
      in his own juice”
  5  in Hays County
      on I-35
  6  Jimmy Johnson was
      NFL “Coach of the
      ____” in 1990
  7  dir. from Dublin 
      to McGregor
  8  TX Dan Jenkins’
      “Life ___ Ownself”
  9  labor union federa-
      tion that represents
      240,000 Texans
15  TX Brickell who
      married Paul Simon
16  “____  __  ___
      finger” (done easily)
19  TX Willingham film:
      “Of ____  ___ Men”
21  woodworking “joint”
22  “simple __  _  ____
      with no laces”
27  TXism: “_  ___
      sheared like a spring
      lamb” (swindled)
28  acetone is the 
      simplest ______
29  “____  __ alone”
      (did not bother)
30  a change in Astro
      headwear (2 wds.)
32  San Antoniio Spurs
      CEO: _  _ Buford
33  TX Nolan Ryan had
      knee _________
      repaired in 1993
36  historical periods
37  TXism: “___ the trail”
38  tasty orange Texas
      melon: can_______
39  yearly earnings  
41  writer with ink

  1  TXism: “___ pilot”
      (preacher)
  2  in Taylor County
      on highway 84
  3  TXism: “his facts
      are _______” (liar)
  4  TXism: “____ 
      ______  ___ to
      eye” (agreeing)
  8  TX Tanya’s “Texas
      When _  ___”
  9  TX B.J. Thomas 
       sang song from
      “Butch Cassidy ___ 
      ___  ________ Kid”
10  TX Ginger’s dance
      partner, Fred (init.)
11  RV gas (abbr.)

42  TXism: “he could shoot
      the ___  ___ of a gnat”
      (good marksman)
45  pecans, e.g.
46  graduating h.s. students
47  TXism: “gotta ____ your
      spurs” (achieve)
48  Cowboy scores (abbr.)
49  Texas Tiguas use this in
      some pottery (2 wds.)
52  “on a grand _____”
53  “__  _ heap of trouble”

54  Fort Worth
      univer.
55  TXism: “does
      a wet dog stink?”

12  Texas-born Gene
      Autry wrote “Here
      _____ _____ Claus”
13  TXism: “__  __ ain’t
      true, there ain’t a 
      cow in Texas”
14  director Preminger
15  intense feelings
16  winter flurries rarely
      seen in the Rio
      Grande Valley
17  units of electrical
      inductance
18  constructs a building
20  Tommie of 1990
      Cowboys or 1973
      Astros
22  MLB leag. of Astros
      and Rangers

23  Texas A&M confer.
24  TXism: “tight as a
      cinch on _  ___
      horse”
25  TXism: “pull your-
      self up by the boot
      ______” (recover)
26  Nazi leader
28  television station
      in Texarkana

31  “I smell _  ___”
      (suspect betrayal)
34  TX Preston Jones’
      “__ Ann Hampton
      Laverty Oberlander”
35  large primate
37  TX Don Henley had
      a lot of these with
      the Eagles
40  a Texas Gatlin
43  TXism: “plain as the
      ____ on a mule”
44  in Upshur County
      on FM 450 (2 wds.)
50  Santa _____  
51  she was “The Big
      Valley’s” Audra (init.)
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Community Calendar
Send Calendar information to:  frionastar@wtrt.net

call (806) 250-2211 or fax  (806) 250-5127

May 11
•  Senior Citizens meal at noon 
at Senior Citizens Center

May 14
•  Mother’s Day

May 15
• Senior Citizens meal at noon 
at Senior Citizens Center
• Friona Noon Lions Meeting 
at The Farmwife Kitchen

May 16
• Snack Pak 4 Kids packing at Methodist 
Church north entrance at 2:30 p.m.

May 17
• Library Book Shop at 618 Euclid 
is open from 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.

May 18
•  Senior Citizens meal at noon 
at Senior Citizens Center

May 19
•  FHS Senior Parade at 7 
p.m. on Main Street

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 
2023

State
Governor: Greg Abbott, Office of the Gov-
ernor, P.O. Box 12428, Austin, Tx 78711-
2428, 512-463-2000.

Senator: Kevin Sparks, P.O. Box 12068, 
Capitol Station, Austin, Tx 78711. 512-
463-0131. Amarillo office: Historic Fed-
eral Building, 620 S. Taylor St., Suite 203, 
Amarillo, TX, 79101.

Representative: John T. Smithee, Room 
CAP1W.10, Capitol P.O. Box 2910, Aus-
tin, Tx 78768. 512-463-0702. fax 512-476-
7016. Amarillo office; 320 So. Polk, 1st 
Floor, Lobby Box 28, Amarillo 79101. 806-
372-3327, fax 806-342-0327.

Transatlantic Cattle Drive
I was recently involved with a 

live cattle export project sending 
Holstein and Jersey dairy heifers 
to the Country of Turkey (Tur-
kiye). These cattle were sourced 
from California, Utah, Arizona, 
New Mexico, Texas, Colorado, 
Kansas, Missouri, Illinois, and 
Idaho. All of these cattle arrived 
at Hereford Feed Yard where they 
were processed, fed, checked for 
health concerns, isolated, and 
eventually shipped to the Port of 
Galveston to be sent overseas to 
Turkey. The Country of Turkey 
currently imports about 30% of 
their domestic milk consumption. 
Their goal is to increase the size of 
their domestic dairy herd while 
also introducing better genetics 
into their herd. The United States 
is their first choice when it comes 
to importing live cattle.

This project required massive 
amounts of data and a very close 
attention to detail. All of the cattle 
were given a USDA 15 digit ra-
dio frequency identification tag 
(RFID) that is about the size of a 
quarter and is attached to the ear. 
These tags are read using a hand-
held wand and each number is 
unique, therefore each individual 
animal can be identified. They 
also received standard visual cat-

tle tags that contained a 2 to 3 dig-
it number large enough to be read 
by the human eye, and each tag 
had colors that further identified 
the breed of the heifer (Holstein 
or Jersey), identified if the heifer 
was bred or open, and identified 
the Turkish buyer.

This export shipment had eight 
different Turkish buyers for the 
cattle. The cattle were tested 
for Tuberculois (TB), Brucello-
sis (Bangs), Luekosis, and Blue 
Tongue, while also receiving stan-
dard cattle protocol vaccines. All 
the cattle were given an ultra-
sound to determine if the heifers 
were bred, and if so, at what stage 
they were in the pregnancy. 

The cattle were DNA sampled 
and each sample was submitted 
to a national DNA database that 
identified prior generations on 
each family tree and quantified 
their expected milk production. 
The cattle are in isolation for a 
minimum of 30 days before ship-
ping to prevent any cross contam-
ination from other cattle. The ex-
port criteria is tailored to a certain 
type of diary heifer that the Turk-
ish buyer wants. Out of 5,096 head 
that arrived at the feed yard, only 
2,889 were qualified for export.

Loading and shipping the cattle 

from Hereford Feed Yard required 
59 cattle trucks and took almost 
24 hours to complete. The USDA 
scans each animal’s unique RFID 
tag number prior to loading, and 
then seals the cattle trailer with a 
metal seal imprinted with a USDA 
number. This prevents any cattle 
from being off-loaded or substi-
tuted prior to arrival at the Port. 
When the cattle trucks arrive at 
the Port the USDA then removes 
the metal seal and confirms the 
cattle head count. The cattle are 
unloaded through a ‘wishbone’ 
type system that allows one truck 
to be unloading while a second 
truck is backing up to the dock.

I was stationed at the Port of 
Galveston to oversee the truck 
unloading and ship loading oper-
ations. Despite having an efficient 
unloading system, the process of 
unloading the trucks and loading 
the ship took another 24 hours to 
complete. The livestock transport 
ship “Queensland” has 8 decks for 
cattle with pen sizes ranging from 
10 head to 33 head. Each pen has 
bedding, its own water tank and a 
gravity flow feed system. The ship 
will arrive at its destination in 
20 days. From start to finish, the 
whole project is a massive under-
taking.

By Bruce Fleming - AzTx Cattle Co.

Livestock transport ship “Queensland” being loaded at the Port of Galveston
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Motherly Sayings

Happy Mother’s Day     I’m Mother Nature and I love to celebrate
Mother’s Day. I make an extra effort to have the 
most beautiful flowers pop open right before 
the big day – to delight Moms everywhere! 
     Maybe you can think up a small surprise for
your Mom or Grandmother. Help cook and serve
a fancy breakfast or make a fun card. 

A. connects all parts of a computer
B. spirit of outdoors, takes care of
     lands, weather and living things
C. idea that, when people need things,
     they design something to help; ex.
     a washing machine to do laundry 
D. title given to mother of king 
E. home to a group of people who
     share ways of life; ex. China for the
     Chinese people
F. main supply; when miners found
    gold or silver they would use these
    two words to talk about the place 
    where gold or silver first came from
    G. the first language someone
         learns from birth
    H. the biggest and best

1. Mother lode
2. Motherland
3. Queen Mother
4. Mother Tongue
5. Motherboard
6. Mother Nature
7. Necessity is the 
    mother of invention
8. Mother of all

                  Moms love us, care for us and protect us just
             because we are theirs. Mothers are so important 
       that we often use the word “Mother” in our language 
       to mean a thing that is like a “Mother”- the first thing 
we know, the beginning or even the best of something.  
Match these “Motherly” sayings to their meanings: 

1
2

3
4

5

6

On Mother’s Day:
1. ______  are shared in cards, letters or phone calls.
2. we ______ Moms, Grandmothers or even special aunts.
3. a ______ may go to church services, on picnics or on walks. 
4. we may give Mom flowers, a necklace or other small ______.
5. we can show we care by making breakfast, framing family 
    photos or by thinking up other ______.
6. the second Sunday in ____, we celebrate all that our Moms mean to us.   

May

honor

messages

gifts

family

surprises

    Dear Mom,

     We                    __  __  __  __  you very much.  Your       __  __  __  __  __  __ ,  

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  and                     __  __  __  __  __  __

make you the best Mom in the world!  A Mom’s gift to her

  kids is her wonderful,                    __  __  __  __      __  __  __  __ .  Every

time we think of you, we feel               __  __  __  __  __      __  __  __  __  __ .

You’re always in our                    __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __ .

Flower Talk 1
2

3
4
5

6 7
8

9
10 11

12

1314

15
16

17
1819

20
2122

23
24

2526
27
28 29 3031

From the Garden!

= Love

Happy 
 Again =

Wisdom =

= True 
   Love Beauty =

= Thoughts

= Modesty

     Did you ever hear flowers 
speak? It is said that if you 
hold a buttercup under your 
chin, the reflection of it will 
“tell” you if you like butter.
     Study the meanings of
these flowers to fill in this note
that you can give your Mom:

  Yeah, yeah, I’m 
really good at 
digging. Last year
I helped Mom plant
this kind of flower. 
This spring I’m going to help 
without being crabby 
about it.  

  Connect the 
dots to see the 
flower, then 
color it in. 

     If it rains on Mother’s Day the mouse family will go bowling. If it is sunny, everyone will play croquet 
outdoors. Help Star get ready by first finding the bowling equipment and then the croquet equipment.

A Bit of Family Fun!
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Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com

  
 

Annimills LLC © 2023 V17

 Kids: color
  stuff in!

  Our Moms had nicknames for us...
 

...when we were younger – and still do! 

Phone: 806-250-2211 • Fax: 806-250-5127 
Email: frionastar@wtrt.net

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1636
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         S E
        I T S   A F L C I O
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       M I C E A N D   M I T E R
  A S A S H O E  I G O T  K E T O N E
  L E F T I T   N E W H A T S   R C
   C A R T I L A G E  E R A S  H I T
    T A L O U P E   S A L A R I E S
     P E N  E Y E O U T  N U T S
     S R S   E A R N   T D S
           R E D C L A Y
           S C A L E
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Warranty Deeds recorded at the Parmer County 
Clerk’s Office from April 27, 2023 to May 4, 2023

Susie Spring, County Clerk

(4/27/23) Oscar Hernandez — Ignacio Hernandez 
— Lots 17-20, Block 2 Gardner Addition, City of Bo-
vina, Parmer County

(4/27/23) Mike Camp — Steve Jones, Tammy Jones 
— Original Town of Farwell, Block 5, Lot 28 and West 
34 Feet of 29-31, Parmer County, Texas

(4/27/23) Jay Bowers, Sheila Bowers — Craig Ar-
thur Rohrbach, Darcy Lynn Rohrbach — Lots 17-20, 
block 27, Original Town Addition, City of Farwell, 
Parmer County, Texas

(4/28/23) Frank Ellis, Tracy Angela Ellis — Kippi 
Martinez, Raymond O. Martinez — All of Lot 23 and 
the East 17 Feet of Lot 24, Block 6, of Subdivision of 
Block 6, Lakeside Addition, an Addition to the City of 
Friona, Parmer County, Texas

(5/2/23) Kevin Ramirez, Susana Contreras — Frank 
Murillo — 5.373 Acre Tract out of part of Section 10, 
Block E of a Capitol Syndicate Subdivision in Parmer 
County, Texas

(5/2/23) Troy Christian, Lillie Christian — Daren 
Sudderth — A Tract of Land in the Northeast Quarter 
Section 21, T10S, R2E, Capitol Syndicate Subdivision, 
Parmer County

Commissioners seek 
county-wide voting

Parmer County Com-
missioners Court met in 
regular session on Mon-
day, May 8th, 2023 at 
10:00 a.m. in the County 
Courtroom of the Parmer 
County Courthouse in 
Farwell, Texas. The meet-
ing began with prayer and 
the Pledge of Allegiance 
to the American Flag and 
Texas Flag.

Commissioners ap-
proved a motion 5-0 to 
petition the state to im-
plement county-wide 
voting. If approved, 
county residents from all 
four (4) precincts will be 
able to vote at any of the 
polling locations in the 
county. A motion was 
also approved for the 
use of $72,500 of ARPA 
funds to purchase voting 
machines and printers. 
County Clerk Susie Spring 
said the goal was to have 
county-wide voting avail-
able for the next election. 

Approval was given for 
the advertising of a Notice 
to Bid for Bank Deposito-
ry for Parmer County ac-
counts for a term of four 
(4) years.

Parmer County Sher-
iff Eric Geske reported to 
the Court that the Parmer 
County Law Enforcement 
Center is currently hous-
ing 17 inmates of which 
1 is a paying customer 
from Dawson County. 

The Interlocal Coopera-
tion Agreement between 
Parmer and Lubbock 
County was renewed for 
the housing & care of in-
mates. The fee was set at 
$75 per day.

In other business, cy-
bersecurity training 
through the Texas Asso-
ciation of Counties was 
approved as well as con-
tinuing education hours 
for JP Precinct 1 Rhonda 
Wilkins and Veterans 
Service Officer Richard 
Villarreal. A water line 
under a county road in 
Precinct 1 was also ap-
proved. The new water 
bottle filling station that 
was approved at the last 
meeting is scheduled to 
be installed within the 
next two weeks.

There were no com-
ments from the public 
during the open forum. 
Minutes from the April 
24th meeting were read 
and approved. Commis-
sioners approved the 
payment of the accounts 
payables as presented by 
County Treasurer Sharon 
May. The Treasurer’s Pay-
roll Report was also ap-
proved. The next regular 
meeting is Monday, May 
22nd.

All meetings are open to 
the public. Information in 
this article is only a sum-
mary.

Prairie/Legacy News 
— Lonnie Watson the 
Prairie Acres Resi-
dent of the Month for 
May. The Employee of 
the Month is Autumn 
Fletcher who works in 
the Nursing Depart-
ment and has been on 
staff since March of 
2022. Don’t forget to 
purchase a ticket from 
Jeff Procter, or at Ma-
louf’s Fabrics, for a 
chance to win a quilt at 
the Mother’s Day draw-
ing. Tickets are $5 each 
and the quilt is on dis-
play at Legacy Pointe 
Senior Apartments.

«««
Gone Fishin’ — The 
Friona Economic De-
velopment Corpora-
tion has announced 
that Sunday, May 21st is 
Youth Fishing Day. The 
event will be conducted 
by the Texas Junior An-
glers, Inc. and will take 
place from 1:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. at Reeve Lake 
just south of the Friona 
Community Center. 
More details next week.

«««
Baseball News — Last 
Thursday, Friona Chief-
tains faced the Idalou 
Wildcats in the Bi-Dis-

trict Playoffs. The games 
were played at the new 
Ballpark in Plainview. 
The Chiefs fell to Idalou 
11-1 in Game 1 and 16-2 
in Game 2 in the best 
2-of-3 match. It was the 
first time in six years 
that Friona had reached 
the playoffs. The team 
finished the regular sea-
son at 12-11. They were 
5-5 in district play and 
0-2 in the playoffs

«««
Capital Highlights — 

Kitzy Welch and Yvonne 
Legarreta are in Aus-
tin this week to com-
pete in the Texas Class 
AAA State Track & Field 
Meet at Mike A. Meyers 
Stadium in Austin. Kitzy 
will compete in the Dis-
cus event at 9:00 a.m. 
on Thursday. Yvonne 
will run in the 3200M 
on Thursday at 9:00 
a.m. and the 1600M 
sometime after 7:00 
p.m. Go Big Red!!! Kitzy 
and Yvonne are the new 

school record holders 
in all three of the events.

«««
National Days

May 11:
Foam Rolling Day

May 12: Limerick Day
May 13: Train Day

May 14: Mother’s Day
May 15: 

Chocolate Chip Day
May 16:

 Barbeque Day
May 17:

Hypertension Day
«««
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May 11
Camry Kendrick
Jesus Mendoza

Robert Jones
Reese Fleming
Butch Preston

Renee Downey
Rayce Gatlin

Lacretia Carranza

May 12
Richard Turner

Joel Cramer
Becky Reeve
Susie Spring

Lynn Gowens
Martin Godinez
Kimberly Jones

May 13
Trey Hurst

Mike Madrigal
David Hough
Sharla Trimm
Becky Burrell
Lillie Baxter

Vanessa Chavez

Happy Birthday
May 14

Andy Montana
Robin Houlette

Owen Drake
Amy Blankenship

Daniel Padilla
Kristie (Jack) Moore

Rene Hough
Casey Sharrock

Kayla Alger
Kalli Randall

May 15
Brittany Berend

Kinsey (Reeve) Gilter
Cooper Gilter
Denny Young

Avery Kendrick
John Wyatt Lambert

Jasmin Salas

May 16
Mariana Pina
Ruthie Hardin

Ron Procter
Lisa Lane

Deirdre (Johnston) Long
Gloria Reyes

Shirley Prokop

May 17
Glen Herring

Kristen (Holland) Bailey
Dario Hernandez

Tom Alger

National Egg Month

Indian Scrambled Eggs (Egg Bhurji)
myheartbeets.com

Drivers saving at the pump
By GasBuddy

Here is another egg recipe to celebrate National Egg Month in May.  This is a little twist on the common scram-
bled egg.  

Check Your Mirrors By Sue Jane Sullivan

Looking over my shoulder
Average gasoline 

prices in Texas fell 11.9 
cents last week, averag-
ing $3.02 per gallon, ac-
cording to GasBuddy’s 
survey of 13,114 sta-
tions in Texas. Prices 
in Texas are 20.7 cents 
per gallon lower than 
a month ago and stand 
95.4 cents per gallon 
lower than a year ago. 
According to GasBud-
dy price reports, the 
cheapest station in Tex-
as was priced at $2.63 
while the most expen-
sive was $4.29 per gal-
lon.

The national average 
price of gasoline fell 7.5 
cents last week, aver-
aging $3.50 per gallon. 
The national average is 
down 7.5 cents per gal-
lon from a month ago 
and stands 80.7 cents 
per gallon lower than a 
year ago. The national 
average price of die-
sel has fallen 6.3 cents 
in the last week and 
stands at $4.01 per gal-
lon.

“For the third straight 
week, consumers have 
been greeted by falling 
gasoline prices across 
a majority of the coun-

try, thanks to oil prices 
holding near recent 
lows and the transition 
to summer gasoline 
being essentially com-
plete. While there have 
been a few pockets of 
rising prices, those have 
been the needle in the 
haystack, with nearly 
every single state see-
ing gas prices fall,” said 
Patrick De Haan, head 
of petroleum analysis 
at GasBuddy.

De Haan continued, 
“In addition to gasoline 
prices declining, the av-
erage price of a gallon 
of diesel will join gaso-
line in the days ahead, 
falling below $4 per 
gallon, a sign of how far 
we’ve come. Americans 
are spending hundreds 
of millions less on fuel 
every week compared 
to a year ago, and that’s 
a number that could 
rise further as prices 
are poised to contin-
ue trending lower this 
week.”

GasBuddy data is 
compiled from more 
than 11 million weekly 
price reports covering 
over 150,000 gas sta-
tions across the country.

I can pinpoint the year when 
English became the subject I 
wanted to teach. 1970 found 
me in a classroom where poetry 
made sense, Charles Dickens’s A 
Tale of Two Cities captivated me, 
and Shakespeare’s Romeo and 
Juliet was ridiculously non-relat-
able. (Teenage love should never 
end with poison and a dagger in a 
burial vault).

History was added to the un-
dergrad degree plan as a result of 
some excellent secondary teach-
ers. This subject made the perfect 
blend. Years later, I combined my 
two passions of studying the past 
and seeing it portrayed in poems, 
short stories, and novels.

In previous columns, I have re-
ferred to my classroom return 
after a three-year retirement. 
Meeting with students two or 
three days a week who are on the 
UIL speech and debate teams is 
a focal point of my job. Another 
group, UIL Social Studies team 
members, join me as well. To do 
justice to the objectives, students 
must research current issues and 
write and present speeches from 
more than one point of view. The 
students in Social Studies read a 
novel--this year about the United 
States during the 1920s. This his-
tory book’s contents include in-

novation through technological 
progress, economic growth, edu-
cational opportunities, women’s 
right to vote, unbridled capital-
ism, and literary and musical ex-
plosions.  

To cover the book effectively, 
my high school students and I 
have also had discussions about 
Prohibition, political grift, racial 
injustices, the peril of propagan-
da, and crime. 

Teaching is meant to be enlight-
enment. 

Today, this method is consid-
ered “indoctrination.”

Many school board elections 
are now driven by agendas of 
what and how a teacher is sup-
posed to communicate knowl-
edge. With my UIL Social Studies 
class, should I have omitted the 
discussion of flappers, speakeasy 
establishments, and jazz music? 
Was it a mistake to talk about our 
presidents’ turning a blind eye to 
acts of racism? What about work-
ers who were forced to put in 
twelve hour shifts in the steel in-
dustry, six days a week, and the 
bosses who labeled them Com-
munist Bolsheviks for wanting 
better conditions? 

I am a Christian and a teacher 
by choice. Age appropriate ma-
terials are always a priority, and 

faith and facts have colored my 
objectives as a speech/English/
history teacher now for almost 45 
years. To question that is humili-
ating. It is insulting, as if I or most 
every other teacher sets out to 
harm a child. 

Looking over my shoulder, I see 
a wave coming. It is white-capped, 
foaming at the mouth, and shout-
ing “Protect the children!” 

This politically-driven, media 
induced storm has engulfed us 
and is only growing stronger, fu-
eled by the heat of a propaganda 
machine interested in harnessing 
power.

Can you answer this two-ques-
tion test?

1) Why aren’t we spending more 
time and resources on a broken 
foster care system and the needs 
of severely disabled children who 
need special educational settings?

2) Why don’t we start with pro-
tecting children from bullets rath-
er than books?

I could care less what pronoun 
a student or a person asks me to 
use. I do care that every student 
knows in my room they can be 
heard, they are safe, and that they 
understand my expectations for 
learning. Most of all, I try to pro-
tect them from ignorance—the 
hardest job of all.

Ingredients
4 eggs
½ teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon black pepper
¼ teaspoon paprika
Handful cilantro leaves chopped
3 tablespoons oil
1 onion diced
½ serrano pepper diced
1- inch fresh ginger minced
½ red bell pepper diced

Instructions
Add the eggs, salt, pepper, paprika 
and cilantro together in a bowl 
and mix well.  Set aside for now.  
Heat a sauté pan over medium 
heat and once it’s hot, add the oil, 
onion, and serrano pepper.  Stir-
fry for 5-6 minutes, or until the 
onions start to brown and cara-
melize.  Add the ginger and sauté 
for 1 minute, then add the bell 
pepper and stir-fry for 2 minutes.  
Add the egg mixture and cook for 
1-2 minutes, scrambling the eggs 
until cooked.  

Notes:
I like using red bell pepper be-
cause it’s sweeter than green and 
goes well with the bhurji, but any 
color of bell pepper works.
I also highly suggest using fresh 
ginger (rather than ginger pow-
der or ginger paste) as the flavor 
of fresh ginger really adds a lot to 
this dish.
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250-3913
1205
Hwy. 60 West
Friona Texas

1010 Columbia at Hwy 60, Friona
Hours: 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Monday-Friday
250-5555

This directory is made 
possible by these businesses

Area Church Directory
Friona

Bovina Phone 806-364-3331
Hereford, Texas 79045

Prairie Acres
Quality Care
806-250-3922

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

Legacy Pointe
Senior Apartments

806-250-5599
1500 N. Main
Friona Texas

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
15th & Cleveland • 806-250-3000

Pastor D.J. Lewis
Sunday School 9:30 • Worship 10:45

Wed @ 6:00 p.m. • Like us on facebook

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
6th & Summitt • 806-250-3933

Pastor Brett Hoyle
Email-firstbc@wtrt.net

Website-www.fbcfriona.com

FRIONA METHODIST CHURCH
8th & Pierce • 806-250-3045

Pastor David McGaughy
Email-frionamethodist@wtrt.net

IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
NUEVA JERUSALEN

701 E. 11th • 806-250-5363
Pastor Benito Mejia

QUALITY OF LIFE BIBLE 
STUDY CHURCH

301 Grand Ave. • 806-240-0826
Pastors Mark & Mary Goff

SIXTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 W. 6th • 806-250-2769

Jeff Procter, Minister

ST. TERESA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
401 West 17th St. • 806-250-2871

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

TEMPLO BAUTISTA DAMASCO
403 Woodland • 806-250-3472

Pastor William Tapias

TEMPLO DE ADORACION
620 Washington • 806-250-5929

Pastor Roy Dominguez

TENTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
10th & Euclid • 806-250-5236

Gerall Wyly

UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
1601 Euclid • 806-250-3635

VICTORY FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER
9th & Washington • 806-250-2207

Pastor Robert Kerby
Website-www.thevictory.tv

FRIONA PARA CRISTO  
LLAMADOS A CONOCERLE

411 Ashland • 806-223-3469
Pastor Aurelio & Cynthia Silva

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
308 3rd Street
806-251-1632

Pastor Frank Landry

CHURCH OF CHRIST
500 Ave. E

806-251-1334
Mike Prather, Minister

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

205 4th Street
806-251-1124

Pastor Larry Mitchell

ST. ANN’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
409 3rd Street
806-251-1511

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

LA IGLESIA DE DIOS DEL PRIMOGENITO
The Church of God of the Firstborn

102 2nd Street

IGLESIA BAUTISTA HISPANA
103 1st Street

806-251-5232
Pastor Rafael Marin

Phone 250-5000
“Where People Come First”

1105 N. Cleveland
www.interbank.com

“We Live by Faith, Not by Sight.”
2 Corinthians 5:7

E. Hwy. 60 • Friona TX • 806-250-2791

1380 Hwy. 214 • 265-3425

Send your
church news to the

frionastar@wtrt.net

Lowe’s Market Hours	
Mon-Sat: 	 7AM–9PM	
Sunday:	 7AM–7PM

By Jeff Procter, Minister, 6th Street Church of Christ

Panhandle Parables

Prayer for Moms

has an archive of past obituaries at frionaonline.com

By Brett Hoyle, Pastor, First Baptist Church

“not in your midst”

By Teena Hughs

What Are You Doing to Prepare?

We have come to the end of another 
year at Community Bible Study. I am 
glad and sad at the same time. Revela-
tion has been an awesome, but intense, 
study. 

Over time, I have heard many people 
ask Jesus to come back. But, when I 
started the study, I was hesitant to ask 
Jesus to come back. I know that when He 
does, it is over for many people. There are 
no more second chances or do-overs. 
It’s the end, and I want people to have 
more time to become a believer and ac-
cept Him as their Lord and Savior. I also 
feared that when He comes back, I won’t 
have the courage and strength to stay 
faithful to Him. I fear being deceived and 
giving into evil. However, study changed 
my thinking and my feelings!

I know I repeat too often that we have 
to study; we have to serve God; we have 
to have a relationship with Jesus; we 
have to surround ourselves with like-
minded believers, but we do. These are 
the things that make us more like Jesus; 
these are the things that strengthen us, 
give us confidence, embolden us and 
give us courage to say and do what God’s 
Word tells us is right; these are the things 
that help us get to spend eternal life with 
Jesus.

One day, my group and I were talking 
about the fear some of us have about giv-
ing in and turning our backs on Jesus in 
the end times. It had to be the Holy Spirit 

that made me say I believe all of us are 
going to be surprised at how strong we 
are in God; how we will depend on what 
we have learned through study and ser-
vice; how we will love Jesus so much, 
and that  our relationship will be so 
strong with Him, that there is no way we 
will turn our backs on Him.

After reading and studying about the 
peace and joy we will experience with 
Jesus, I have to tell you, I am ready for 
Him to come! I look forward to peace 
and calm; I look forward to no more 
sickness; I look forward to Satan being 
bound up for 1000 years. So, God, if it is 
time for Jesus to come back, let Him. 

One week, we were asked what we are 
doing to prepare ourselves for Jesus’ re-
turn. I am going to continue to study His 
Word so I will know the difference be-
tween truth and lies. I am going to con-
tinue to work on my relationship with Je-
sus. I am going to listen to the Holy Spirit 
more. I am going to ask for forgiveness 
and repent. I am going to try to live the 
life Jesus wants me to live, and hopefully 
that life will attract people to Jesus. If I do 
that, I am going to be just fine, and so will 
you. 

What are you doing to prepare for Je-
sus when He returns? What do you need 
to work on, change, or improve?  If you 
don’t know, Jesus is always willing to tell 
you! All you have to do is ask! Take care 
and have a great week!

Father God, what a 
great and merciful God 
you are. We thank you 
for the many blessings 
that you have graciously 
given through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ. Lord today 
as we praise You we ask 
a special prayer of care 
for mothers. We thank 
You, that You gave them 
hearts to love us, nurture 
and teach us. We thank 
You that they are a source 
of Your encouragement 
and love.

Father, we pray for the 
moms-to-be in our com-
munity. We pray for their 
pregnancies and their 
unborn children’s health. 
Give them strength for 
the upcoming delivery. 
Help them to know You 
are there.

Father, we pray for the 
mothers of toddlers. We 

pray You give them the 
energy and patience 
to lead these little ones 
through the everyday dis-
coveries they are making 
as they grow and change 
from babies to little ones.

Father, we pray for the 
moms of our elementary 
and pre-teen kids. Help 
them to stay close enough 
to help, but far enough for 
these youngsters to begin 
to grow in their indepen-
dence. Give them wis-
dom and gentleness with 
enough firmness to teach 
respect for others.

Father, we pray for the 
moms of our teenag-
ers. Give them the tools 
to provide for the many 
needs facing our teens. 
Help those relationships 
that are strained by the 
independence and self-
reliance that comes with 

being a teenager. Give 
them the energy to keep 
pace with the many ac-
tivities their teens pursue.

Father, we pray for the 
moms who are sending 
their last off to college. 
Help them adjust to the 
silence. Give them peace 
in knowing they have 
done all they can do and 
it is time for their child to 
fly.

Father, we pray for 
those who find Mother’s 
Day painful. For those 
who could not have chil-
dren, for those whose 
mothers were not as You 
would have intended. 
Comfort them.

Lord, thank You again 
for moms for without 
You and without them 
we would not be. In Jesus 
we pray, Amen  Happy 
Mother’s Day 2023

Deuteronomy 1:41-46 retells of when 
the Israelites defy God and decide to en-
ter the promised land on their strength 
and not the Lord’s. This happens shortly 
after the twelve spies returned from the 
land, and ten of the spies brought back a 
bad report that discouraged the people 
from entering the land God promised 
to give them. Sometime after the people 
freaked out, then threatened to stone 
Moses, God slew the spies who brought 
the bad report. This caused the people 
to show regret over the consequence 
of their sin, and then they decided they 
were ready to go in and take the prom-
ised land. They put on their gear and de-
clared they were headed to victory to go 
in and take the land God had promised. 

According to their pundits, experts 
and strategists, their mission was a slam 
dunk because they were using God’s 
name to endorse their endeavors. In re-
ality, though, they had missed their God 
given opportunity and were now seeking 
to manufacture a similar chance with an 
awesome result. The big problem was 
that by this point, God had said they 
would have to wander in the wilderness 
for forty years, because of their rebellion. 
After hearing the consequences of their 

sin, they were now ready to obey the 
Lord, but things don’t work that way in 
God’s kingdom.

In God’s world, our sin has conse-
quences, and you cannot leisurely erase 
the consequences of your sin. In sin, you 
get to choose when and how you sin, but 
the consequences are out of your control. 
Instead of submitting to God and going 
back into the wilderness, the Israelites 
went up to invade the land, and in Deu-
teronomy 1:42 God says “Do not go up or 
fight, for I am not in your midst, lest you 
be defeated before your enemies.’” After 
hearing God’s clear Word to quit, guess 
what they did? They did exactly what 
God told them not to do, and suffered 
even more humiliating consequences. 

In a similar way, when you do your will 
and try to slap God’s name on it, things 
will end in disaster because God is “not 
in your midst.” God will not be mocked, 
he will not endorse your sin, nor will He 
go along with it. When you plow ahead in 
sin, it will not go any better than it did for 
those Israelites who were defeated. So, 
when you do fail, be quick to repent and 
move forward trusting God even when 
the consequences of your sin seem un-
bearable.
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Cross Country
Michael Bautista
Yvonne Legarreta

Volleyball
Emma Schueler

Girls Basketball
Ivory Shelby

Boys Basketball
Kaden Jeter

Girls Powerlifting
Reyna Arias 

Marie Phillips

Boys Powerlifting
Jorge Garcia • Michael Bautista • Erik Jaramillo

Golf
Reese Stowers
Elijah Robledo

Tennis
Gael Garcia
Alexis Soto

Girls Track
Kitzy Welch

Yvonne Legarreta

Boys Track
Kaden Jeter

Abisai Torres

Baseball
Heston Grimsley • Martin Godinez • Caleb Geske

Fighting Heart
Jacquelyn Falcon

Fighting Heart
Josiah Dominguez
Hetson Grimsley

Fighting Squaw
Breanna Rivera

Fighting Chieftain
Anthony Lopez
Martin Godinez

Football
Eduardo Rodriguez / Defense • Anthony Lopez / All State Defense

Martin Godinez/ Offense • Eduardo Juarez/ Lineman
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FRIONA

102 E. 11th Friona
806-250-2745

frionarealestate.com

Property
Associates

Realtors

Broker/Owner:
Kevin Cooper 

STAR CLASSIFIEDS 250-2211
Deadline: Tuesday @ 5 p.m.

The Pam and David White Group

WEBSITE

HOUSE2HOME_KARLA

facebook.com/house2homekarla

(scan with
your 
smartphone 
camera)

108 W. 9th Street
Friona, TX 79035

www.frionahome.com
Cell- (806)382-7465

Karla Rector
Your Local Real Estate Agent

We work
 in the

surrounding
area not just

Friona

Why List  With Us?
Large Local Network

Extensive Market Knowledge

Competitive Marketing

Strong Social Media Presence

Expert Negotiation Skills

Experience Selling Homes For 
The Highest Price

MAY
H O M E O W N E R  C H E C K L I S T

D E E P  C L E A N  F L O O R S

B U Y  P L A N T S  T O  U S E  A S
N A T U R A L  D E T O X I F I E R

B U Y  A  C O T T O N
S H O W E R  L I N E R

S W I T C H  T O  A L L  N A T U R A L
C L E A N I N G  P R O D U C T S

U S E  D R Y E R  B A L L S
I N S T E A D  O F  D R Y E R

S H E E T S

M A K E  A  " N O  S H O E S "
R U L E  &  S T I C K  T O  I T

R E P L A C E  W A T E R
F I L T E R S

W I P E  D O W N  L I G H T
B U L B S  &  L I G H T  F I X T U R E S

D I Y  N O N  T O X I C  A L L
P U R P O S E  C L E A N E R

C L E A N  A I R  V E N T S  &
R E P L A C E  F I L T E R

C L E A N  I N S I D E  D R A W E R S
&  C A B I N E T S

U S E  A  V A C U U M  W I T H  A
H E P A  F I L T E R

Bi-Wize
Hop-In

Allsup’s East
Allsup’s West

available on 
newsstands 

at these
locations:

Holly Campbell

Broker

Let us help with your 
real estate needs.

Sales Associates:

Sharlet Cooper
Grace Cooper

Charles Cooper

806-250-2745

Business

Don’t throw away your 
empty aluminum cans. 
Please place any cans you 
have in the trailer located 
on the north side of the 
Friona Fire Department 
building on Main Street. 
Proceeds from the sale of 
the cans will go to the FHS 
Senior Class and help fund 
the graduation party.

You CAN do it!

The Nutrition Spot
Phone: (575) 219-9436

Smoothie & Juice Bar • 613 Main, Friona TX

Risinger 
Plumbing

Serving Friona
806-272-6772

Cell: 806-523-2222
Master License #16066www.frionainn.com

frionainn8@gmail.com

Help Wanted

Help Wanted
At Mixer Center

Competitive Wages
806-341-5036

1782 Hwy. 214, Friona, TX
Apply in person.

Help Wanted
Prairie Acres is seeking to hire full-time nurs-
ing assistants for our day and/or night shifts. The 
position requires handling emergency situations 
and taking direction from medical professionals 
while maintaining confidentiality. Candidates 
will be responsible for helping care for the elderly 
and disabled, assisting with meals and other daily 
activities as assigned. This will be for 3 shifts per 
week with every other weekend off. Great benefits 
and competitive wages as well as sign-on bonuses 
offered! Come by 201 East 15th in Friona or call 
Marisa at 806-250-3922 today!

Bar G is hiring grain truck drivers. Good pay. Good 
equipment and working conditions. All hauls are 
local, CDL is required.

Apply at Bar G Feedyard.
Call at 357-2241 and ask for Kevin Bunch.

3/2/2 Country Brick Home w/ metal trim, cent. 
h&a, 2 carports, 2 living areas, metal eaves, patio 
area, storage buildings, animal pens, approx. 4 
acres...........................................................$235,000

SOLD
3/2/2 Brick w/cent h&a, fp, granite kitchen 
countertops, game room, office, security system, 
class IV roof, fenced backyard, close to schools & 
hospital, corner lot, storage buildings............SOLD

NOW HIRING
Friona ISD is looking for a full time custodian.   
Hours are 7am-5pm with 1 hour lunch and a 30-min-
ute break in the morning and afternoon. Starting pay 
is $10 per hour. Interested applicants may call Friona 
ISD 806-250-2747 or Martha Moreno 806-346-2091. 

Friona ISD está buscando una persona que ayude 
a limpiar la escuela a tiempo completo. El horario 
es de 7 am a 5 pm con 1 hora de almuerzo y un des-
canso de 30 minutos por la mañana y la tarde. El 
pago inicial es de $10 por hora. Los solicitantes inte-
resados pueden llamar a Friona ISD 806-250-2747 o 
Martha Moreno 806-346-2091.

Services

QUALITY HOME REPAIR 
Allan Humberg
806-346-1268

Please leave message

W E ' R E  H I R I N G !

P a r t - T i m e  C i r c u l a t i o n

C l e r k

Pick up applications at the Friona Public Library 

Work would include daily tasks of the
library such as assisting patrons,
checking in/out library materials, re-
shelving of materials, and helping
with the summer reading program.

Bring your resumes and application
at the Friona Public Library
109 W 7Th St, Friona, TX 79035
Contact Anahi Gomez for any
questions at (806) 250-3200

The Friona Public Library is looking
for an individual who is motivated,
flexible, friendly and who is
comfortable working with children.
Will work approximately 20 hours a
week; starting at $10.00 an hour, and
will start on May 22, 2023.

Deadline to apply
will be May 12th
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From the Friona Star Archives

ELLIS RECEPTION … Bill and Carol Ellis, long-time pub-
lishers of the Friona Star & Bovina Blade, admire the cake 
at their retirement reception last Sunday afternoon at the 
Senior Citizens House. Over 160 people attended the re-
ception. (Friona Star, Friday, May 23, 2003)

Portales Public Library to host Double–Author Event
Novelists Teddy Jones of Friona, 

Texas, and Kathleen M. Rodgers, 
formerly of Clovis and currently of 
Colleyville, Texas, are scheduled 
to appear at a double author event 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. (Mountain time) 
on Thursday, May 18 at the Portales 
Public Library, 218 S. Ave. B, Por-
tales. 

Jones is the award-winning author 
of several novels and short stories. 
Her book, “Jackson’s Pond, Texas,” 
was a finalist in the Women Writing 
the West Willa Award for contempo-
rary fiction in 2014, and one of her 
short stories won the Faulkner–Wis-
dom Creative Writing Competition 
first prize medal in 2015. 

Rodgers’ work has appeared in 
Family Circle Magazine, Military 
Times, and several anthologies. Her 
fourth novel, “The Flying Cutter-
backs” was named a 2022 New Mex-
ico Press Women Zia Book Award 

first runner-up and a 2021 WILLA 
Literary Award finalist in contempo-
rary fiction from Women Writing the 
West. 

The event, sponsored by the 
Friends of the Portales Public Li-
brary, will include readings by both 
authors, followed by a question-
and-answer session. Books will be 

available for purchase and signing, 
and refreshments will be served. The 
presentation is open to all. 

For more information, contact 
the Portales Public Library at 575-
356-3940, or visit Jones’ website at 
https://tjoneswrites.net/ and Rod-
gers’ website at https://kathlee 
nmrodgers.com/.

Teddy Jones Kathleen M. Rodgers

Conexiones Divinas hosted the fifth FHS Senior banquet of the season last Monday evening. The Class of ’23 dined on hamburgers and then cake for dessert. Seniors 
enjoyed balloon pop, musical chairs, and a limbo contest. All attendees received a gift basket and there was a drawing for door prizes. Thanks to all the volunteers for 
making it a fun evening. Temple of Adoration will host the last banquet on Monday, May 15th. See photos from the banquet tour at www.frionaonline.com
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John C. “Dusty” and Melodee Hansard 
815 Main Friona, Texas  79035 

806-247-2729
www.hansardfamily.com 

Email:  hansardfamily@wtrt.net 
Like Us On Facebook! 

Obituary

A House, but not a Home
By John Grimaldi and David Bruce Smith

inside, except the plas-
tering, has been done 
since [White House 
steward John] Briesler 
came. We have not 
the least fence, yard, 
or other convenience, 
without, and the great 
unfinished audience 
room I made a drying 
room of, to hang up the 
clothes in…Upstairs 
there is the oval room, 
which is designed for 
the drawing room, and 
has the crimson fur-
niture in it. It is a very 
handsome room now; 
but, when completed, it 
will be beautiful. If the 
twelve years, in which 
this place has been con-

sidered as the future 
seat of government, 
had been improved, as 
they would have been 
if in New England, very 
many of the present in-
conveniences would 
have been removed.”

The Grateful Ameri-
can Book Prize recom-
mends John & Abigail 
Adams: America’s 
First Political Couple 
by Charles River Edi-
tors.

Source: History Mat-
ters: Showing our chil-
dren that their past is 
prelude to their future 
at the gratefulamerica 
nbookprize.com web-
site.

Notice to Bidders

Pursuant to the Local Government Code Annotated Chapter 116, 
notice is hereby given that the Parmer County commissioner’s Court 
will select a depository bank for Parmer County Funds and Parmer 
County School Funds.

Sealed applications must be brought or mailed to the office of Coun-
ty Judge Isabel Carrasco, 401 Third Street, Room 104 at the Court 
House, or mailed to P O Box 506, Farwell, Texas, 79325, to be re-
ceived no later than   10  a.m.,  Friday,  June 9  , 2023, at which time 
all applications will be considered.

The Parmer County Commissioners Court reserves the right to ac-
cept or reject any or all applications.  The Depository Contract 
will be awarded at the  10  a.m. Commissioner’s Court meeting on          
Monday, June 12,  2023.
By order of the Parmer County Commissioner’s Court.

							       Isabel Carrasco
							       Parmer County Judge

A. board that connects computer parts
B. spirit of outdoors, compared to a woman
C. people need things so they invent items
D. title given to mother of the king or queen
E. homeland to the people of a country
F. main supply as for gold or silver
G. the first language someone learns 
H. the biggest and best

1. Mother lode
2. Motherland
3. Queen Mother
4. Mother Tongue
5. Motherboard
6. Mother Nature
7. Necessity is the Mother of Invention
8. Mother of all
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Motherly 
 Sayings

Happy Mother’s Day
    Dear Mom,

     We                    __  __  __  __  you very much.  Your       __  __  __  __  __  __ ,

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  and                     __  __  __  __  __  __

make you the best Mom in the world!  A Mom’s love for her

children is a wonderful,                      __  __  __  __      __  __  __  __ .  Every

time we think of you, we feel               __  __  __  __  __      __  __  __  __  __ .

You’re always in our                    __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __ .

On 
Mother’s Day...      I’m Mother Nature 

and I love to celebrate 
Mother’s Day. I make 
an extra effort to have 
the most beautiful 
flowers pop open - 
to delight Moms 
everywhere! 

by Annimills LLC © 2023

Myrna Lunell McFar-
land Horton, 92 of Fri-
ona passed away May 
7, 2023 in Amarillo after 
complications from a 
fall. Friends paid their 
respects on Tuesday, 
May 9, 2023 from 9:00 
AM to 8:00 PM and a 
family visitation was 
held at 7:00 PM in the 
Ron Smiley Memorial 
Chapel of HANSARD 
FAMILY. Celebration of 
Life Services were held 
at 10:30 AM Wednes-
day, May 10. 2023 at 
the Friona Methodist 
Church with Rev. Da-
vid McGaughy, officiat-
ing. Burial followed in 
the Friona Cemetery by 
HANSARD FAMILY Fu-
neral Home of Friona. 

Lunell was born at the 
McFarland farm home 
in Parmer County, 
Texas, on October 28, 
1930. She was the eldest 
daughter of Irene and 
J.G. “Red” McFarland. 
Lunell had three sis-
ters – Janice McFarland, 
Gay McFarland Jordan 
Cranfill Clark, Doris 
McFarland Barnett – 
and two brothers – John 
Bill McFarland and Dr. 
David McFarland. 

Lunell graduated from 
Friona High School as 
valedictorian of her 
class. She attended 
Stephens College and 
Southern Methodist 
University, where she 
was a member of the Pi 
Phi sorority, and gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of 
Science in Education. 
While at SMU, Lunell 
met a tall, slim young 
man from Rome, Geor-
gia, named Hollis Hor-
ton. They married on 
June 20, 1953, at the Fri-
ona United Methodist 
Church, and they were 
to celebrate their 70th 
wedding anniversary 
this year. After living in 
San Antonio, Texas, and 

Myrna Lunell McFarland Horton

Denver, Colorado, they 
moved to Friona. They 
raised four children 
there – Kathryn Horton 
Gurley, Henry Hollis 
“Trip” Horton, III, Tra-
cy Horton Bowden, and 
Sunny Horton Ratliff. 

Lunell was active in 
the community, spend-
ing hours on Progres-
sive Study Club proj-
ects, teaching Sunday 
School, working to es-
tablish the Friona Pub-
lic Library, and enjoy-
ing a bridge club with 
her life-long friends. 
She supported the lo-
cal arts. For many years, 
she hosted her grand-
children for summer 
drama workshop, where 
she delighted in fill-
ing all of her bedrooms 
and feeding crowds of 
young actors. She was 
an avid reader of fiction 
and nonfiction, and 
in the past few years 
enjoyed Audiobooks. 
She listened to many 
Great Courses, where 
she studied the history 
of classical music and 
composers, Broadway 
musicals, and philoso-
phy. She was a great 
conversationalist and 
a great cook, and she 
published two Friends 
and Family cookbooks. 
She is a member of the 
Daughters of the Re-
public of Texas and the 
Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution. 

Survivors include 

her husband, Hollis 
Horton, and her chil-
dren and their spouses, 
Kathryn and John Gur-
ley, Hollis and Courtney 
Horton, Tracy and Bar-
ry Bowden, and Sunny 
and Franklin Ratliff, as 
well as her two broth-
ers, John Bill McFarland 
and wife, Jill, and Dr. 
David McFarland and 
wife, Ann. Grandchil-
dren surviving her are 
Hollis Gurley, Alex Gur-
ley and wife Lindsey, J. 
Gurley, Marriott Hor-
ton Miller and husband 
Jimmy, Robert Horton 
and wife Casey, Weston 
Bowden and wife Li-
les, Emma Bowden 
Armistead and hus-
band Howard, Sunny 
Bowden, Casey Lunell 
Bowden (her name-
sake), Kallie Ratliff Ben-
nett and husband Ka-
meron, Matthew Ratliff 
and wife Haley, Hol-
lee Ratliff Heim and 
husband Andrew, and 
Mary Kate Ratliff. Also 
surviving are fourteen 
great-grandchildren 
and many beloved niec-
es and nephews. 

The family would like 
to express their ap-
preciation for the BSA 
nurses that provided 
exceptional care for our 
mother and showed us 
such kindness. Also, 
Lunell was not fond of 
black, so in respect of 
her wishes, please feel 
free to wear happy col-
ors to her service. In 
lieu of flowers, please 
send memorials to Fri-
ona Public Library or a 
charity of your choice. 

You may send bless-
ings to the family and 
sign the online regis-
ter book exclusively at: 
hansardfamily.com

America’s second 
President John Adams, 
and his First Lady, Abi-
gail, were the first in-
habitants of the White 
House. Although Presi-
dent Adams demanded 
that federal employees 
relocate from Phila-
delphia to Washington 
D.C. by May 15, 1800, 
he and Abigail didn’t 
occupy the presidential 
mansion until Novem-
ber; they stayed four 
months—through the 
inauguration of Thomas 
Jefferson in March of 
1801.

In a November 21, 
1800, letter to her 
daughter, “Nabby,” Abi-
gail wrote: “You must 
keep all this to your-
self, and, when asked 
how I like it, say that I 
write you the situation 
is beautiful, which is 
true. The house is made 
habitable, but there is 
not a single apartment 
finished, and all with-
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Texas corn acres decline as national crop grows
Corn acres are expect-

ed to increase nation-
ally this season, while 
planted acres in Texas 
are expected to decline, 
according to a Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service expert.

Much of Texas contin-
ues to experience signifi-
cant drought conditions, 
which may be impacting 
planting decisions. Tex-
as corn acres are expect-
ed to be 100,000 acres 
below last year’s total 
of 2.15 million acres, 
said Mark Welch, Ph.D., 
AgriLife Extension grain 
economist, Bryan-Col-
lege Station.

Welch said the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture 
prospective plantings 

survey estimated grow-
ers nationwide would 
plant 92 million acres of 
corn. That number is 3.4 
million above last year’s 
planted corn acres.

The additional pro-
spective corn acres are 
spread across the coun-
try with an increase 
of 865,000 across the 
South, 950,000 acres in 
the Dakotas, 650,000 
acres in Iowa, Illinois 
and Indiana, and anoth-
er 550,000 acres in other 
Corn Belt states.

In some areas, there 
are questions surround-
ing final planting deci-
sions due to weather, 
Welch said. Corn plant-
ings in some parts of the 
Corn Belt states are still 

in doubt due to drought, 
and the near 1 million 
acres in North Dakota 
and South Dakota may 
be delayed due to a cold, 
wet spring.

Corn Belt states like 
Nebraska and Kansas 
that have been locked in 
exceptional and extreme 
drought received rainfall 
recently, and planting 
conditions were expect-
ed to improve if El Niño 
weather patterns deliver 
more rain. Growers in 
the Dakotas can typical-
ly plant corn into June, 
but a late spring snow 
melt and subsequent 
soggy conditions could 
push farmers to other 
crops like soybeans.

“As we get into May, 

By Adam Russell

All grain prices have 
fallen in recent weeks, 
Welch said. But the fall 
is not confined to the 
grain markets. Other 
commodities like crude 
oil and copper are down 
as well, reflecting weak-
ness in the overall out-
look for the economy.

Corn futures prices 
remain relatively strong 
at $5.25 per bushel, but 
that is down from $5.75 a 
bushel a month ago and 
$7.45 a bushel at this 
time last year, he said. El 
Niño weather patterns 
are generally associ-
ated with good growing 
conditions in the Corn 
Belt, and Welch expects 
growers to realize 179 
bushels per acre or bet-
ter, which would mean 
record yields.

“Grain prices have re-
ally been under pres-
sure the last 10 days or 
so,” Welch said. “Overall, 
yield outlooks are very 
positive, but the impact 
of a slowing economy 
and higher interest rates 
are playing into com-
modity markets. The use 
side is where the chal-
lenge will be if yields 
create a glut of corn.”

Welch said there is 
still good demand for 
grains now, and stored 
corn supplies are tight-
ening. That could mean 
good cash prices for 
Texas producers who 
get their crop to harvest 
in July and August be-
cause they are typically 
among the first to enter 
the grain market each 
season.

However, Brazil has a 
big corn crop that will 
be harvested around the 
same time and could 
counter-balance that 
advantage on a global 
scale, especially with ex-
ports to China, he said.

“It seems like there is 
a lot of last-second deci-
sion-making around the 
state and in some areas 
of the country with sig-
nificant acres that could 
go to one crop or the 
other,” he said. “It will be 
interesting to see which 
way everything goes and 
how the season plays out 
from now to harvest.”

Corn plantings continue around the state and many 
fields are emerged and progressing, but many produc-
ers are switching from corn due to drought conditions. 
(Texas A&M AgriLife photo by Laura McKenzie)

the grain markets will be 
paying attention to the 
areas where there are 
questions about wheth-
er they actually get sig-
nificant corn acreage 
planted,” Welch said. 

Good prices push U.S. 
corn acres upward

The drought may keep 
Texas acres down, but 
the price incentive to 
plant corn is driving the 
increase in acres nation-
ally, Welch said. How-
ever, there is a concern 
that good yields across 
the nation could drive 
prices down.


