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Upcoming Events

Big Spring Fire Department
gearing up for entry level testing

By AMANDA DUFORAT

Howard County
Commissioners
Meeting
was rescheduled for
January 4, after the
holidays
al
3:30 p.m.
County Courthouse

City offices available
by appointment
or electronic
communication only

Silver Wings Ball
supporting Hangar
25
Jan. 30, 2021
The Club at Silver
Hills
5:30 p.m. cocktails
6:45 p.m. dinner,
dancing, auction

City, County,
and other local
businesses will be
closed in recognition
of New Years Day
Friday, Jan. 1

Wash your hands,
wear a mask, social

distance
when possible.
Slow the spread.
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photos with us.
E-mail
editor@
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Managing Editor

The City of Big Spring Fire
Department is gearing up for
the next entry level testing,
set for Jan. 8, 2021. Those
who have considered step-
ping into a career
as a firefighter or
EMT - certified or
non-certified - is
encouraged to sub-
mit an application.
The deadline for ap-
plications to be sub-
mitted is Jan. 5, 2021 at
5p.m.

“Public safety jobs are an
excellent career choice, es-
pecially for young adults
who may not choose college

FEPFARTMEMNI
B T

after graduating high school.
Serving as a firefighter is a
very rewarding career and
career path because you are
helping people and serving
your community,” Stacie
King, Benefits Coordinator,
Human Resources for the
City of Big Spring, said.

Those looking to
obtain an entry-level
position must success-
fully complete the en-
tire hiring process in
the ordered sequence,
which includes written
civil service entrance ex-
amination, physical agility
test, establish eligibility list
from candidates passing test,
polygraph examination, oral

interview board, background
investigation to include ref-
erence check, motor vehicle
report, and criminal history
background. Once all levels
of the application process
have been successfully com-
pleted a conditional offer of
employment will be extended
and followed by a pre-em-
ployment drug screen and
medical examination based
on NFPA Standard 1582.
“The firefighters of the City
of Big Spring Fire Depart-
ment are part of a group of
people who dedicate their
livelihoods to protecting the
life and property of their fel-

choice,” King said. “To be-
come a firefighter there are a
number of requirements and
steps one must go through,
but once you join the BSFD
there is room for advance-
ment and through promo-
tional examinations and
completed successfully ad-
vancement can take place.”

The BSFD and the City of
Big Spring generate an eli-
gibility list which allows for
positions to be filled as they
become available. Certified
and non-certified candidates
are placed on the list once
they have completed success-
fully the written Civil

low citizens. It is an excit-

ing and interesting career
& & See BSFD, Page 3

Local churches, small businesses join forces
to distribute food baskets to community

HERALD photo/Brie Miller
Jeanie Knocke and A.J. Deel picked up the
Christmas food baskets sponsored by local busi-
nesses and the Big Spring Herald to distribute
them to families in need this holiday season.

By AMANDA DUFORAT

Managing Editor

Holiday cheer, a warm meal on the table, and family

“Being able to help provide a helping hand to our commu-
nity is one of the blessings that we are given the opportunity
to take part in through our generous partners in the commu-
nity,” Angela Lance, Senior Advertising Executive, said.

The Holiday Food Basket outreach was started four years
ago by the Big Spring Herald and since then has grown from
12 sponsors to 27 sponsors. This year, through the partner-
ships with Life Church and St. Paul Lutheran Church, there
were 54 food baskets delivered in the community.

At Thanksgiving Life Church took on the distribution of
food baskets and utilized the opportunity as a way to extend
their Neighbor to Neighbor Outreach.

“We decided to hand them out to our neighbors around the
Life Church campus, as a way to connect to the community
around us,” Manny Negron, Life Church Associate Pastor,
said. “We are always looking for ways to connect with our
neighbors.”

The food bag distribution served as an extension of the
Neighbor to Neighbor Outreach Program that began a few
months ago, which focuses on filling a need for those who live
in a radius around the Life Church campus.

“There are many families in our neighborhood who are in
need during this time,” Negron said. “To see the smiling faces
and hear the ‘Thank You’ from these families meant that we
were doing the right thing and meeting needs.”

He continued, “It’s important for us to be that extension of
God’s hand and love to our
neighbors.”

This Christmas, St. Paul
Lutheran Church picked
up the second round of food
baskets to be distributed to
families in need.

“There are so many in
great need right now,” Jean-

and friends seem to make for a wonderful holiday season.
Through the support and partnership of more than 27 local
businesses, this year, two local churches were able to part-
ner with the Big Spring Herald and distribute 54 food baskets

ie Knocke, member of St.
Paul Lutheran Church, said.
“Each of the families that we

for Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Scenic Mountain
Medical Center has

See FOOD, Page 3

New year, new classes focused on
mental health for adults and teens

By AMANDA

DUFORAT
Managing Editor

As the nation continues to
navigate through the coro-
navirus pandemic, mental
health is gaining attention.
West Texas Centers in Big
Spring and surrounding
communities has launched
an effort to help combat
mental health issues and
lend a helping hand of sup-
port to those who are in
need of assistance.

In January there will
be two virtual -classes
launched, with one focusing
on adult mental health and
the other focusing on youth
mental health. The class
focusing on adult mental
health is scheduled virtual-

ly for Jan. 26 with the youth
mental health virtual class
scheduled for two days later
on Jan. 28.

“As we continue to battle
the pandemic the mental
crisis continues to be on the
rise. These classes are tools
to help individuals be more
observant in getting help for
our family, neighbors, fam-
ily and friends,” Ida Ham-
brick, Mental Health First
Aid Coordinator for West
Texas Centers, said.

Last month, there were a
series of five classes offered
with a heavy focus on adult
mental health. According
to Hambrick last month, a
youth focused program was
on the horizon and in Janu-
ary the community will be
able to take part in that.

reported 12/25/2020:
« 17 Covid-19 positive
patients
¢ 3in ICU & 2 vents

SMMG & SMMC Testing
through 12/17:
¢ 2,304 tests
* 615 positives for
26.8% positivity rate

“The best way the com-
munity can support us right
now is to get involved; know
the resources that are offered
in Big Spring and surround-
ing counties,” she said.

To register for the classes, | For the month of December
which are free to attend, call . 25,
the West Texas Centers office 368 patients have tested of
at 432-264-3240 or email ida. which 105 were pOSitiVG for a
hambrick@wtcmhmr.org. rate of 28.9% positi'vity.

The virtual classes are 5 tests are pending.
scheduled for four and a half
hours to six and a half hours.
The in person class is around
eight hours long. Each class
is a stand alone class.

Howard County has
reported as of 12/15:
« 3865 positive cases
¢ 61 Covid-19 fatalities
¢ 11,772 negative tests
* 15,640 tests performed
3500 cases closed

Amanda Duforat is the
Managing Editor at the Big
Spring Herald. To contact
her, e-mail editor@bigspring-
herald.com or call 432-263-
7331.

*SMMC provided numbers for in-house patients/
SMMG testing since the onset of Covid-19; info ob-
tained from Texas Health Department website
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Obituaries

1 loved flowers, especially roses. She alsolovedtogo band, Gerald Boyd, parents Norman and Juanita
Constzimce Marguerlte fishing, especially with her family. Fuson, and two brothers Norman Earl Fuson and
(Connle) B()yd Connie had a huge heart. She never let anyone James Daniel Fuson.

Constance Marguerite (Connie) Boyd, passed 80 hungry and was always willing to help those in Family and friends are invited to a Visitation on
away Dec. 20, 2020. Connie was heed. She would give her last dollar to help some- Sunday, Dec. 27 from 5 to 7 p.m. at Nalley-Pickle &
born on Oct. 25, 1946, in Lamesa, One else. Welch Funeral Home, 906 S. Gregg St., Big Spring,
Texas to Norman Lee and Ola She is survived by her daughter Tina Essary and Texas. Memorial Service to be held Monday, De-
Juanita (Merritt) Fuson and was husband Glen of La Vernia, Texas; daughter Tere- cember 28, 2020 at 10 am at Nalley-Pickle & Welch
one of eight children. In 1981, she sa Combs and Brant Williams of Lubbock, Texas; Rosewood Chapel, with burial to follow in Gail
| met the love of her life Gerald E. son Carl Glen Bacon and wife Kambra of Prosper, Cemetery.
8 Boyd in Gail, Texas, to whom she Texas; and son Bryan Bacon and wife Heidi of San Pallbearers will be her grandsons: Heath Gwinn,
was married to for 34 years until Angelo, Texas. She is also survived by her sisters Dusty Gwinn, Derek Gwinn, David Aaron Childers,
his death in 2015. Pat Veld of Midland, Texas; Beverly Massingill of Klayson Bacon and Ty Williams.

Connie loved to spend time with Crane, Texas; Starr Miller of Hot Springs, Arkan- Arrangements are by Nalley-Pickle & Welch Fu-
her children and grandchildren. sas; Lori Shaffer of Goldsmith, Texas; and brother neral Home and Crematory. Online condolences
She loved to sew and crochet. She was known for David Fuson of Houston, Texas, 14 grandchildren, can be made at www.npwelch.com

her green thumb as she could grow anything. She 15 great-grandchﬂdren and numerous nieces and
nephews. She is proceeded in death by her hus- Paid Obituary

Vicki Suzanne Stewart trainer for Relay for Life. Vicki volunteered as a | Mayricio Hernandez
A . . coordinator and designer for the Festival of Lights . . . .
Vicki Suzanne Stewart, 66, of Big Spring, passed . Mauricio Hernandez,66 of Big Spring died Dec.
. . for 12 years and was a member of the 1953 Hyperion . . .
away Saturday, Dec. 26, 2020, in a Lubbock hospi- o . . 17, 2020. Services are pending at Myers & Smith
. . . Club. In 2017 Vicki was named Big Spring Woman
tal. Private family services were held. Funeral Home.

. of the Year.
She was born I\fjgcgllit’ 1‘22‘;’ g:ilc;lp?’fe)} BS’I\I/II:IXIE/I (ﬁ Survivors include her husband, Howard Stewart;

1954 by John and Nanev Annen °he son, Quintinn Stewart; one daughter, Stepha- Irma Chapa
and ’brgu ht to Bie S rhi’ Vicki nie Piercefield and husband, Michael; three grand- Irma Chapa, 56, of Big Spring died Monday, Dec.
p—— éowar 1 S%ewgrt A%prﬂ .1 sons, Maximus Piercefield, Makennen Piercefield | 28, 2020. Services are pending at Myers & Smith

1981 in Big Sprin and Trooper Harrison; and a cousin, Pam Searcy. Funeral Home.
Vicki gri dlrl) at egfr om Big Spring She was preceded in death by her parents; and a
High School in 1972 and from Pan grandson, Howard Rex Harr1§on. . M&I’CGIIDO Rang el
American University in 1976. She In lieu of flowers, the family suggests memori- Marcelino Rangel, 86, of Big Spring died Mon-

als to the Comanche Trail Festival of Lights, % day, Dec. 28, 2020. Services are pending at Myers

taught art for Big Spring ISD for 27 Georgie Newsom, P. O. Box 2464, Big Spring, Texas | ¢ Smith Funeral Home.

years.

.. . . . 79721-2464.
Vicki was a Rainbow Girl with . .
Assembly 60, was initiated into the Order of the A rrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
’ . Pickle & Welch Funeral Home and Crematory. S u 0 rt G ro u S
Eastern Star Chapter #67 in 1984 and was currently .
. Online condolences can be made at www.npwelch.
serving as secretary. She volunteered many years com
for the American Cancer Society and was a state . : TUESDAY
Paid Obituary » Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1
« v p.m.; newcomers meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Rev. Leandro “Cano” Gonzales Call * A six-week course in Wellness and Quality
Rev. Leandro “Cano” Gonzales, Sr., 80, of Stanton, passed away Saturday, of Life with Chronic Pain will be held at Spring
Dec.19, 2020 at his residence surrounded by his loved ones. 263-7331 Creek Fellowship at the Spring Town Plaza.

Funeral services will be at 2 p.m. Wednesday, December 30, 2020, at the First .
Baptist Church in Stanton. Interment will follow at Trinity Memorial Park in ~ {(Q Subscrlbe
Big Spring. He will lie in state at Nalley-Pickle & Welch Fu-
neral Home in Big Spring on Tuesday, Dec. 29, 2020 from 8:30 www.BigSpringHerald.com
a.m. to 9 p.m. Rich History, Big Possibilities — Big Spring, Texas

Born Feb. 27, 1940 in Devine, Texas to Pedro Escamilla Gon- 432-263-7331 Missed Your Paper:
zales and Maria Garcia Gonzales. Ge (Main Switchboard) 432-263-7331

BIG SPRING

He was raised in San Antonio, TX, and later moved to Mar- 432-264-7205 (Fax) (Mon.-Fri. 8a.m.-5p.m.)
tin County at a young age of 13 years old. He went to work as
a farm worker, where he later met the love of his life, Olga The GEO GI‘OIIP. Inc. Rick Nunez Publisher/Advertising Mgr. .... Ext. 250
Garza. They married in 1962 in Lamesa, TX and were blessed 0 0 Amanda Duforat Managing Editor..................... Ext. 230
- Wlth four children. Leaqdro Worked for .Stanton ISD and re- Blg spl'lng Robert Smith Circulation Manager................ Ext. 252
tired from Grady ISD. His ultimate passion was to serve the . Aneela Lance Sr. Advertising Executive Ext. 255
Lord after accepting to be called as a pastor. Correctional Center g : § Bxecutive........ :
He was ordained May of 1979, at The First Baptist Church of Stanton. He . . . . .
continued his career as a pastor in several churches in Stanton, Snyder, Big w The Big Spring Herald is a member of The Big Spring Area
. . . . Chamber of Commerce, Texas Press Association and The Associated
Spring and Odessa TX, retiring in 2011. Press.

He was a devoted husband, a loving father, grandfather, great-grandfather, mf;tlebrlii:%lsegoaftfm?tggs Mon. thru Fri. and Sunday mornings. All
and a dedicated minister. He loved peop}q and was a joyful person that never : POSTM AS%R?’S‘EM address changes to Big Spring Herald, P.0.
met a stranger and always gave unconditionally. He always sought opportu- lgox 143}11, Big Spring, TX 79721. Periodicals postage paid at Big

.. . . . . . pring, Texas.
nities to teach his children and grandchildren his knowledge and wisdom for _ AR USPS 143148 USPS 0055.940  ISSN 0746-6811
them avoid the life lesson he had to endure. For available positions, BY THE MONTH HOME DELIVERY: $14.00 monthly; $149.00

yearly (includes 10% discount). MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS: $17.00
monthly Howard; $20.00 elsewhere.

Survivors inclufie his Wife,.Olga Gonzales of Stanton; two sons, Leandro and more information,
Gonzales, Jr., (Cristy) and Luis Gonzales (Shelly); two daughters, Laura Her- . ;
nandez (Antonio) of Midland, TX and Gracie Villa (Favian) of Stanton, TX; two Please visit our website at:
sisters, Maria Elena Gonzales of Waco, TX and Irma Gonzales of Las Vegas, g
NV; grandchildren: Adrian Hernandez (Linnea), Aaron Hernandez (Court- Wi obs.geogroup.com
ney), Micki Dillard (Chad), Ashley Shaw (Zachary), Natalia Padilla (David), o=y
Andrew Villa, Wendy Johnson (Taylor), Amy Studer (Johnathan), Nicholas Ge

Villa and Sydney Gonzales and fifteen great-grandchildren.

MEMBER
2020

He was preceded in death by his parents; and two brothers, Marcos Gonzales The GEO Group, Inc.
and Eloy Gonzales and one sister Juanita Saldivar.
The family would like to express their thanks to Heart to Heart Hospice for Equal Opportunity Employer TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

their tender care.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral
Home and Crematory in Big Spring.

Online condolences can be made at www.npwelch.com

Paid Obituary

Southwestern A-1 Pest Control, Inc.
Since 1954

www.swalpc.com « mm@swalpc.com

2008 Birdwell

& Phillips Fabrication Inc.

Manufacturer and Fabrlcator s .
All Types of Steel/Products W W/ <Y ey oree
' Bryson Phillips
merr Chl‘idllnad ! Supervisor & Draftsman 11 11 H ! Max F. Mo ore
Y Cgllllif(gs’z(; 816*1*5215 apry oltdaya 5 President/Certified Applicator
1ra mail.com et
« Custom Steel Manufactgreji' » Fabrication « Construction 432.263.0441 « 432.267.8190 Fax
4 1305 E. Rirpark Dr. Office No. (432) 264-6600 ﬁ mm@swal pc.com e-mail
Big Spring, TK79720 /. —— www.philfab.com 305621

SERVING WEST TEXAS SINCE 1985

FULLMOON
ROOFING, INC.

Commercial | Residential | Industrial
$3,000,000 General Liability
Insured « Bonded

308410

FREE ESTIMATES HENRY BACKES

QA5 S X (432) 267-5478

= We offer custom slaughter & processing services as

_ well as wild game processing for deer, wild pig, elk, _
i red stag and more. Visit us today for more details or MEAT PROCESSING AND MARKET Market

~ appointment times. 500 N. Bll‘llwell lane ~ 432-261-71181 Always serving fresh mea{ts and produce.

—




Bic SprING HERALD
Tuesday, December 29, 2020

LocAL

3

FOOD

Continued from Page 1

the ones who received.

have dropped off these baskets with have been so
appreciative.”

Knocke enlisted the help of a few youth members
from the congregation to help in the efforts. Bags
were distributed over a two day period and the abil-
ity to help provide a Christmas meal for local fami-

This just completed it.”

lies was an opportunity that touched the giver and

“I love being a part of things like this,”
said. “Each year we I get together with family and
friends and we provide to a few families in need,
but we focus on gifts only. When we received the
call to help distribute food, we were appreciative.

“We want to extend a huge thank you to those
who have partnered with us over the years, espe-

cially this year to help meet the need in the commu-
nity,” Lance said. “While this may be something
small, it is nice to know that the generous hearts of
our community will come together in times of need
and help ensure families can enjoy a warm holiday
meal.”

Knocke

Amanda Duforat is the Managing Editor at the
Big Spring Herald. To contact her, e-mail editor@
bigspringherald.com or call 432-263-7331.

Jeanette Hewett Floyd

Jeanette Hewett Floyd, 85, of Sterling City, Texas, formerly of Big Spring
passed away on Sunday, Dec. 20, 2020 at a local hospital. Funeral services will
be at 2 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 26, 2020 Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel.

Delivered by her father at home in Knott, Texas on Dec. 7,
1935 to C.V. and Roxie Hewett. Jeanette was raising six chil-
dren from a previous marriage when she met and married
her partner for life Marion “Butch” Floyd on Aug. 18, 1972.
Together they had a daughter. She spent her childhood in
Knott and Big Spring and attended school in Big Spring. She
was a housewife and mother to seven children. She loved her
family unconditionally. Jeanette worked at Furr’s cafeteria
and Medical Arts Hospital in Big Spring before making their
home in Sterling City. Jeanette had a competitive nature
when it came to bingo, playing cards or going to the casino.
She was sure to watch the Price is Right everyday and knew exactly how to
play each game. Jeanette loved family get togethers and joking around. She
loved to travel, especially on family vacations. She could stay up all night
with a good book and loved long telephone conversations with family and

her longtime friend Betty Crocker. Jeanette was a Christian and a member of
Trinity Baptist Church. In her later years, she enjoyed church services from
her television.

She is survived by her husband Marion “Butch” Floyd, four daughters,
Rhonda Hayes, Brenda Canady and husband Clifton of Big Spring, Terra Law-
rence and husband James of Tyler and Marla Arizola and husband Filie of
Sterling City, two sons, Rance McKee and wife Cindy of Belton and Preston
McKee and wife Gloria of Hobbs, New Mexico, two brothers, Don Hewett and
wife Donna of Valley View and Vernon Hewett of Grapevine. A sister-in-law
Teena Lansing of San Antonio, fifteen grandchildren, twenty-four great grand-
children and numerous nieces and nephews.

Jeanette was preceded in death by her parents, her oldest daughter, Verlin-
da Phillips, a grandson, Bryan McKee, a sister, Betty Mathis, a brother, Jerry
Hewett and a son in-law, Robert Hayes.

In lieu of flowers the family suggests memorials to, the Make a Wish Foun-
dation, Ronald McDonald House, Cook’s Children’s Hospital or MD Anderson
Hospital in Houston, Texas.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral
Home and Crematory. Online condolences can be made at www.npwelch.com

Paid Obituary

*« West Texas Centers will be hosting the January 2021 Mental Health
First Aid training classes twice in January. The classes will be held on
Jan. 26, 2021 for Adult Mental Health First Aid, and Jan. 28, 2021 for
Youth Mental Health First Aid . Both classes will be virtual.

* A gofund me page for Ed Flores, who recently tested positive for
coronavirus and was recently transferred to Lubbock. Donations are
requested to help with medical bills and travel expenses so his wife can
be close with him. Ed worked with Shroyer for about 25 years and 87
Auto Sale as a mechanic; he has always been willing to help out people
even when they didn’t have enough money to pay him. Donations can be
made at GoFundMe by Monica Medina. For more information on how to
help, e-mail jessemonical234@gmail.com or call 432-517-7675.

« Isaiah 58’s last distribution will be Dec. 15 from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m.
The food pantry will be closed for the holiday season, through the end
of the year beginning Dec. 21. through January 5, 2021.

* The City of Big Spring recently announced that due to a recent in-
crease in COVID-19 cases, all indoor city-owned rental facilities includ-
ing our venue, The Big Spring Municipal Auditorium, will be closed for
the rest of the year. With this announcement and with no other venue
options that will properly social distance our musicians, we will be
unable to kick off our season on Dec. 19 with our “Holiday Spectacu-
lar” Concert. Be watching our Facebook page, Symphony website (Big-
springsymphony.org), the Big Spring Herald, KBYG and KBST for
further details and a new kick-off date for our season, appropriately
entitled, “The Versatile Big Spring Symphony”. Thank you for your
continued support and patience as we navigate through these unusual
times. We hope to see you very soon. May you and your family stay safe
and healthy through the rest of this Holiday Season!

« The Howard County Courthouse will only be open by appointment.

All doors except the handicapped entrance located on the west side of
the building will be locked. All who enter will be screened following
Covid guidelines. Face masks are required for all who enter.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Alvin Marin, 83, died

e City of Big Spring
offices have moved to
by appointment only
or electronic commu-
nication only. Contact
information for all
departments can be

BSFD

Continued from Page 1

Service entrance examination and physical agility test. Certified candidates
are given preference followed by non-certified candidates that are ranked
based on their final score on the exam.

Those wishing to apply can visit www.mybigspring.com/ or call the City of
Big Spring to obtain more information on the application process. All applica-
tions must be received by Jan. 5 at 5 p.m. to qualify for the examination that
will be administered on Jan. 8. For a complete list of required documents for
application, visit mybigspring.com.

Amanda Duforat is the Managing Editor at the Big Spring Herald. To contact
her, e-mail editor@bigspringherald.com or call 432-263-7331.

6311 RATLIFF

Stately brick home sitting on 19.550 acres,
boosts 5 large bedrooms and
4 1/2 bathrooms. 3 master bedrooms, 1
downstairs and 2 up and with a private
balcony and wood burning fireplace.
Kitchen has ample space to cook and the |
formal dining will give you the space you
need to host many gatherings. Seller will
contribute up to $7000 to buyers
closing cost!
Call to see today!

Call Home Realtors Toda

Nutrien
Ag Solutions-
Innovative Technologies.

Local Expertise.

Trust Nutrien Ag. Solutions for access to best-in-class
solutions & service to help you lead the field this season

& beyond.
2404N Hwy. 87, B1g Sprlng

(432) 263-3382

found on the city web-
site at mybigspring.
com.

cowsoys STEAKHOUSE
AND RESTAURANT

|

|

| l

| $1.00 Off Adults |

| 50¢ Off Children !

| Sunday Only '
|

| 11-3 Buffet or |

: Any Entree $9.00 or above |

|

|

1 Coupon Per Person |
Must Be Presented For Discount |

Expires 12-31-20 305588|

/1 ﬂo/ula /
Dineln & Carry Out

Available.

Hours of Operation:;
Mon.-Sun.
8am - 6pm
Closed Wednesday
(432) 517-4455
904 E. 3rd St. Blg Sprlng .

305631

Thursday. Visitation
9:00 AM until 9:00 PM
January 10, 2020 with
a vigil service at 7:00
PM at Myers & Smith
Chapel. Funeral ser-
vice at 10:00 January
11, 2020.

Richard Mills, 72
died Monday. Services
are pending at Myers
& Smith Funeral
Home.

John Puga, 79, died
Sunday. Funeral Mass
will be at 10:00 AM
Tuesday at Holy
Trinity Catholic
Church. Burial will be
at Trinity Memorial
Park.

Pat Rodriquez, died
Tuesday, December
22, 2020. Visitation
will be 9:00 AM until
9:00 PM Tuesday with
a Prayer service at 7:00
PM at Myers & Smith
Chapel. Funeral
Service will be at 11:00
AM Wednesday at
Myers & Smith Chapel
with burial at Mount
Olive Memorial Park.

Trent Fraley,60, died
Wednesday. Memorial
service will be at 4:00
PM Tuesday at Myers
& Smith Chapel.

Maria Perez, 80, died
Friday. Visitation will
be 9:00 AM until 9:00
PM Wednesday with a
vigil service at 7:00 PM
at Myers & Smith
Chapel. Funeral ser-
vices will be at 10:00
AM Thursday at
Myers & Smith Chapel
with burial at Mount
Olive Memorial Park

Marcelino Rangel,
86, died Monday.
Services are pending
at Myers & Smith
Funeral Home.

Irma Chapa, 56, died
Monday. Services are
pending at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.

Mauricio
Hernandez,66 died
December 17, 2020.
Services are pending
at Myers & Smith
Funeral Home.

Howard County
Feed & Supply

Come in and see our selection of

(ZINKSE[JHLAIJS
& SHIRTS

432-261-6411

toée%(yowco%’

* Beer * Liquor < Bottle Openerst * Shot Glasses ="
* Mixers < Pour Spouts 3 And Much More!
e, il A

2409 S. Gregg St.

* More than 1/3 of home decoration fires are started
by candles.
* More than two of every five decoratlon fires happen because
decorations are placed too close to a heat source.

(Statistics from NFPA.org)

1303 Scurry (432) 606-5111




OriniON/LocAL

Bic SPRING HERALD
Tuesday, December 29, 2020

As much Christmas as possible

hatever you think about Christmas, I
think you would have to agree we need
one this year.

Everyone I know seems determined
to do as much Christmas as it is possible to do. My
pastor announced at the beginning of Advent that
we were going to have 26 consecutive Zoom Advent
services.

“We’re having 15 minutes
of Advent reflections EVERY
night!” she announced.

“Surely she means every
week,” most of the congregation
thought.

“EVERY night!” she repeated

|| for clarification.

| “I am not Zooming every sin-

& | gle night of Advent,” I thought.
| “That’s just excessive.”

But after the first night, Ilooked
forward to the second night and
then it became a habit and, after
a few nights, I couldn’t imag-
ine missing my little 15-minute
dose of Christmas hope and positivity and fellow-
ship. Fifteen minutes was just enough to settle my
thoughts. There was music. I was asked to read
a couple of times. We all waved “hello” at the be-
ginning and, before we knew it, we were waving

Carrie
Classon

“goodbye.” I can’t remember ever feeling the ap-
proach of the Christmas season so intimately, so
incrementally, so intensely.

I’ve heard there is a worldwide shortage of Christ-
mas trees.

Folks who haven’t bothered to put up a tree
in years decided this was the year. Usually, if I
have a tree at all, I look for a skinny tree I can stash
in the corner and still have room for company. Not
this year.

This year, I got a big fat tree fresh off the truck. I
figured no one else was using the space so, instead
of tucking it in the corner, I set it smack-dab in the
middle of the room. When I came down the next
morning, that tree had doubled in size. My hus-
band, Peter, was completely hidden behind it, as if
he were reading the news in the forest.

I'm embracing every-night-Advent and the
world’s fattest Christmas tree because there is so
much else that won’t be the same and, of course, I
will miss it.

There will be no crush of middle-aged cousins
getting together on Christmas Day. My mom won’t
host Christmas brunch and we won’t open presents
together and I won’t hear my niece and nephew
play piano in church. None of the things that have
made Christmas seem like Christmas will happen,
and yet I am looking forward to the day with a pe-
culiar fervor.

I think about people long ago who watched as the
days grew shorter and the nights got longer and the
weather grew colder and their supplies dwindled.
When the winter solstice arrived, they needed to as-
sure themselves that the darkness would end. They
needed to pull together whatever sort of comforts
they could manage and thumb their noses at the
cold and dark and growing fear that spring might
never come, that the sun might simply disappear
one afternoon and never return.

So they had a party.

I’'m sure most of the parties were small, as Peter’s
and mine will be. But they would eat something
special and haul something green into the house
and build a bigger fire than usual and reassure
themselves that the dark and cold and loneliness
would end and a better day would come.

And that’s what we’re doing this year.

We’re going to huddle around our Zoom and our
oversized tree and eat a little extra peppermint
ice cream and Peter’s good ginger cookies and be
grateful for everything we have and more grateful
yet that this time—this dark time—will slowly but
surely be coming to an end.

Till next time,
Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir is called, “Blue Yarn.”

Learn more at CarrieClasson.com.

Bauer Headstart/Early Headstart hosted Drive-thru Christmas for

the Big Spring community to enjoy with all the bells and carols
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HILSIDE PRO

Theres no place like home...

2 & 3 Bedroom
Homes Available!

« Cable & Internet Provided.

« 24 Hour Emergency Maintenance.

« Covered Carport.

« Fenced Yard.

« Hometown Customer Service & Staff.

Bauer Headstart staff joined together to host a drive-thru
Christmas parade for the community kids. Each kid that went
through had a chance to win a bike and received a bag full of
Christmas goodies including a stuffed animal, crafts and candy.
There was also information on the services provided for fami-
lies.

Geta 10% Discount
when you mention the word

“Appreciation!”

Home Country: Cowboy bedroll

Saw this ad t’other day in my outdoors magazine, Campin Fishin’. Oh, hi there, Alphonse Wilson doin’ the talkin’ don’t you see.
Call me Windy. Sneaked in here again when Slim weren’t lookln But I gotta tell ya not to believe ever dang thing you read. Yessir,
they had this little-bitty sleeping bag made out of space materials, I guess so you can stay warm on Mars or some-
thin’ and it weighed just about nothin’ and a half.

Just how stupid do they think we are, anyhow? I mean, you gotta surround yourself with good stuff to sleep right
or you're just flippity squidglin’ around all night. Like a inch bug or somethin’ ... well, somethin’ that’s cold and
has an agrellation of sleeplessness.

. You give me a good ol’ cowboy bedroll every day! Yessir. Now if you ain’t up to slump on what a bedroll is, I’ll
just clue you in. You take a great big ol’ tarp and inside it you
| put your blankets and a piller and such. How many a-them
| blankets do you use? Wellsir, how cold is it going to plunge = S=ES2
1 down to tonight? You see, it’s adjustable and you can thicken Fes
it if it’s cold or skinny it down if it’s a warm night. E
Now what a good smart cowboy will do is build hisself a

Call for more information:
(432) 263-3461

Or visit our website at:
www.hillsideprop.com
2501 Fairchild Dr.

bedroll so thick he can go dog mushin’ on the Idiot Road race
up in Alaska. Yessir! Then, he can take out half the blankets

Slim
Randles

‘Course now, a real cowboy bedroll ain’t easy to haul around. You ain’t goin’
far with it on your back. Nossir. But that’s why them early cowboys invented ¢
pack mules and pickup trucks.

There’s a rule of thumb tacks here, and you’re getting it straight from the
Ain’t ...

see?

horse’s mouth ... if you can carry it, It ... A ... Bedroll.

And you can tell ‘em I said so.

Visit www.delekhope.com to apply for a grant,
L or inquire e at fundforhopeblgsprlng@delekus com

New Hope Christian School

Ve wish all owr steedlerts & thea famdies
2 k/'/('lj/ Glirdstrnas!

Ages 6 Weeks - 11 Years « Infant and Toddler Classes

Pre-School Classes for 2-5 year olds ‘
After school transportation & ‘

Child CareAvailable For 5-11 Year Olds

Stop By To Register Today! :
www.newhopebigspring.com
118 Cedar (432) 263-0203 :
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if it ain’t gonna be cold enough to hang meat tonight. You ;

- Sunday Afternoon Service - I 45 p%

- = Nursery . Avallable

GROUND COFFEE
ANY BRAND

BEAIIY-TI]-I]IIINI( NOT INCLUDED.
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Expires 1/23/2021

Open Monday-Saturday * 9am-6:30pm |
|
403 Runnels St., Big Spring

NORMAN HARRIS, M.D.

(Offices In Big Spring, Odessa & Midland)

LORI STAFFORD, D.O.

(Offices In Midland & Odessa)

Obstetrical Care at Midland Memorial Hospital,
Odessa Regional & Odessa Medical Center

NEXT BIG SPRING CLINIC VISIT 12-31-20

(432) 267-8226 1-888-729-BABY
616 GREGG STREET

300642

Serving Big Spring For 30 Years!
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Do you have an interesting sports item or
story idea? Call at 263-7331, Ext. 237.
Email results to:
sports@bigspringherald.com
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Lady Bufls extend winning streak to four
games with 52-36 victory over Wink

By SHAWN MORAN
Herald Sports Writer

WINK — On a day where everyone was passing
the ball well, players were knocking down open
shots, and the defense was causing problems for

their opponent, the Forsan Lady Buffs prevailed f

over the Wink Ladycats 52-36.
“I thought we played really well for the first

game after a week off,” Head Coach Seth Johnson =

said. “We definitely need to play back into shape,
but overall it was good to see.”

The Lady Buffs winning streak is now at four =
games and the group seemed to pick up right |

where they left off before their weeklong vacation.
The backcourt duo of Rylee Evans and Kaeli Wood-
all shot the ball well and combined they knocked
down seven shots from beyond the arc. Evans had
a game-high 18 points while Woodall chipped in
16 of her own. Fellow guard Taryn Spivey notched
seven points in the game while dishing out four
assists.

Altogether, the three starting guards for Forsan
combined for 14 assists on the road Monday after-
noon. With the team facilitating the ball that well
for all four quarters, they never let their opponents
get close and cruised to another victory.

“It always seems to show up on the scoreboard
when we share the ball well,” Johnson said. “The
girls have done a good job of being willing to set
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Rylee Evans (1) and the rest of the Lady Buffs
setup on defense against Wink.

their teammates up for success.”

Forsan was able to jump out to an early 17-6 lead
at the end of the first quarter behind an offense
that was thriving off of good ball movement. The
rebounding ability of Aubrie Smith was also a big
contributor to Forsan’s success early and through-
out the contest. She would finish the contest with
eight rebounds and came up big with second-
chance opportunities for her team.

Senior forward Danni Akers scored a team-high

16 points for the Ladycats as Forsan continued to
struggle with taller players. Without much height
in their front-court, the Lady Buffs use strong

{ passes on offense and collective team defense to

slow down bigger opponents.
Forsan was putting the pressure on Wink early

o4 and often with a full or half-court press style of de-
| fense. This allowed the Lady Buffs to come up with
| 12 steals over the course of the game and maintain

their double-digit lead for all four quarters.

“It’s probably true for anyone, but we seem to
play alittle more free if we can grab a quick lead,”
Johnson said. “We haven’t always protected it like
we need to, but it was good to be able to maintain
that today.”

For now, the Forsan Lady Buffs will continue
working hard and will be looking to extend their
winning streak to five games. The next time they
take the hardwood, they will surely be tested and
will need to be on their ‘A’ game.

UP NEXT: Forsan will host an undefeated Rankin
Lady Devils (12-0) team on Wednesday morning at
home (11:15 a.m.) as they look to extend their win-
ning streak while snapping another team’s.

Shawn Moran is the sportswriter at the Big Spring
Herald. To contact him, e-mail sports@bigspringh-
erald.com or call 432-263-7331.

Buﬁ"alaes fall to undefeated Wink Wildcats 8§1-59

of turnovers early and
let them get out to a
good start. I thought we
1 played pretty even with
| them the rest of the way.
We were one rotation
short of being in pretty
good defensive position
= | and they just got some
easy buckets.”

Wink forward Brock
Gibson recorded 29

HERALD Photo/Shawn Moran
Sawyer Stallings (4) looks for an open
teammate to pass to during Monday’s loss.

By SHAWN MORAN

Herald Sports Writer

WINK — Following a week off, the
Forsan Buffaloes returned to the
hardwood on Monday afternoon to
take on the undefeated Wink Wild-
cats. Wink is one of the Top 10 2A
basketball teams in Texas and they
played like it against the visiting Buf-
faloes by prevailing 83-59.

“Their press killed us,” Head Coach
Cory Richardson said. “We had a lot

points as the Forsan bigs
could not contain the
powerful and talented
Wildcat. In total, four
Wink players notched double-digit
points scored and were getting it done
from all over the floor.

The majority of Gibson’s points
came within a few feet of the basket
while fellow Wildcat Jordan Tally
scored 14 points mostly all from mid-
range. Sophomore point guard Kanon
Gibson scored 13 points and did most
of his damage from the three-point
line. Every player on Wink had the
ability to score and they were able to

capitalize on Forsan’s early mistakes
to build a big lead that they would
never relinquish.

One bright spot for Forsan was the
play of forward Mason Hillger on the
low-block. The big man scored eight
points in the fourth quarter alone and
finished the game with 14.

“We’ve known that he can be a fac-
tor for us if we get him the ball and
tonight I think near the end we were
finally able to drive and beat their
press. That drew some extra help and
we were able to get the extra pass to
him. He’s proven that if we can do
that, then he can score. If we had
gotten him the ball more I think he
would’ve had a big night.”

Another strong area of play was
Cayden Morgan from beyond the
three-point line. After missing his
first two of the game, Morgan knocked
down four straight three’s in the sec-
ond half that gave his team a short
swing of momentum their way.

An area Forsan will need to improve
at is the free throw line. The Buffa-
loes missed 18 shots from the charity

stripe on Monday afternoon and the
game could have been much differ-
ent if those shots had fallen. Teams
will continue to pressure them, espe-
cially in the district, and Richardson
believes that games like this are good
measuring sticks and learning tools
for his squad.

“I think we showed some grit to-
day,” Richardson said. “Our depth,
which is going to be a key factor in
district, helped us. Some of their guys
got tired and we were able to capi-
talize on that. I think Wink is prob-
ably the best team we’ve played all
year and teams in our district play a
similar style to them. I think this re-
ally gets us ready for district. We saw
some things that we can do good and
saw a lot of things that we can work
on.”

Forsan’s first district game will be
Jan. 5 on the road against Roscoe.

UP NEXT: Forsan (5-6) will host
Water Valley on Tuesday afternoon
(3:15).

Eli Cranor’s Athletic Support: Best questions of 2020

By ELI CRANOR

Special to the Herald

I've gone through and chosen a few of my favorite questions from 2020. To
everyone who’s written in — thank you! Happy New Year! Best, Eli

Dear Athletic Support: Every time we travel, my son gets constipated. I know
this sounds silly, but since he’s currently on a travel-league baseball team, it’s
actually pretty serious. The worst part is the constipation impacts his play.
Generally, he won’t go number two the entire time we’re away from the house.
We’ve tried MiralLAX and other types of stool softeners, but nothing seems to
work. I know you’re not a medical professional, but I'll take any help I can get

at this point! — Clogged Up

Dear Clogged: I'm not a medical professional, but my wife is a nurse prac-
tioner. She deals with childhood constipation on a daily basis. The number

one reason kids get stopped up is because they don’t
drink enough water. This can be especially problem-
atic when a family travels. The more liquids a kid
drinks, the more stops a family will have to make along
the way. In your son’s case, however, it might be worth
making a few more pit stops instead of him having to
play through the pain of constipation.

Dear Athletic Support: My son redshirted last year
for an in-state DII football program. He mainly played
scout team and got his head busted daily by the start-
ers. I think he’ll have a good chance to get off the scout
team next season, but now he wants to quit. He’s on
scholarship, and if he quits, I'm going to start paying a
whole lot more money for his school. Of course, I want
him to do what’s best for him, but I also don’t want him
to take the easy way out. — Paying For It

Dear Paying: Freshmen year of college sports is a
killer. It’s a completely different experience than high
school athletics. In many ways, collegiate sports are a
job. Class from 8-2. Practice from 2-6. Then study hall
7-9. Couple all that with in-season travel on the week-
ends, and it’s easy to see how young players can get
burnt out.

However, quitting is never a fun option, and in many
cases (like yours) it can be costly.

Maybe you should explain the financial situation to
your son. If he quits football, he’ll need to recoup the
expenses some other way. Who knows, maybe after you
put it to him like that, college football will look like a
pretty good job after all.

Dear Athletic Support: My wife and I are huge sports
fans. All our kids are athletes too. We’re constantly
coaching them about what to eat and how to get the

most out of their bodies, but I'm starting to feel like my wife doesn’t have a
leg to stand on. Over the last few years, she’s gained a substantial amount of
weight. When she tries to talk to our kids about their fitness levels and health,
I can see them start to zone out. I don’t want to come off as a jerk, but I feel like
Ineed to talk to my wife about this. Is there any way I can have that conversa-
tion and not be in the doghouse afterwards?

— Physically Fit Father

Dear Fit: Nah, man. I really don’t think you can. If you feel strongly enough
about your wife’s weight to have this conversation — you're going to spend

some time in the doghouse.
Good luck.

Eli Cranor is a former professional quarterback and coach turned award-win-
ning author. Send questions for “Athletic Support” to eli.cranor@gmail.com

Bowl

Myrtle Beach Bowl
Famous Idaho Potato
Roofclaim Boca Raton

R+L Carriers New Or.

Montgomery Bowl
New Mexico Bowl
Camellia Bowl
SERVPRO First Resp.
LendingTree Bowl
FBC Mortgage Cure

Bowl

Cheez-1t Bowl
Valero Alamo Bowl
Duke’s Mayo Bowl

Goodyear Cotton Bowl 12/30

Armed Forces Bowl
Arizona Bowl
Liberty Bowl

Texas Bowl

Peach Bowl

Citrus Bowl

Rose Bowl

Sugar Bowl

Gator Bowl
Outback Bowl
Fiesta Bowl

Orange Bowl
National Champions.

NCAA Football Bowl Schedule
Date Home Team Away Team Final Score
12/21 Appalachian State (9-3) North Texas (4-6) 56-28, App. State
12/22 Tulane (6-6) Nevada (7-2) 38-27, Nevada
12/22 UCEF (6-4) BYU (11-1) 49-23, BYU
12/23 Louisiana Tech (5-5) Georgia So. (8-5) 38-3, Georgia South.
12/23 Memphis (8-3) Florida Atl. (5-4) 25-10, Memphis
12/24 Hawai’i (5-4) Houston (3-5) 28-14, Hawai’i
12/25 Marshall (7-3) Buffalo (6-1) 17-10, Buffalo
12/26 #19 Louisiana (10-1) UTSA (7-5) 31-24, Louisiana
12/26 Western Kentucky (5-7) Georgia State (6-4) 39-21, Georgia St.
12/26 Liberty (10-1) #12 C. Carolina (11-1)  37-34, Liberty (OT)
Date Home Team Away Team Time of Game
12/29 #21 Oklahoma St. (7-3) #18 Miami (8-2) 4:30 p.m. (ESPN)
12/29 #20 Texas (6-3) Colorado (4-1) 8:00 p.m. (ESPN)
12/30 Wake Forest (4-4) Wisconsin (3-3) 11:00 a.m. (ESPN)

#7 Florida (8-3) #6 Oklahoma (8-2) 7:00 p.m. (ESPN)
12/31 #24 Tulsa (6-2) Mississippi State (3-7)  11:00 a.m. (ESPN)
12/31 Ball State (6-1) #22 San Jose State (7-0) 1:00 p.m. (CBS)
12/31 West Virginia (5-4) Army (9-2) 3:00 p.m. (ESPN)
12/31 Arkansas (3-7) TCU (6-4) 7:00 p.m. (ESPN)
1/1 #9 Georgia (7-2) #8 Cincinnati (9-0) 11:00 a.m. (ESPN)
1/1 Auburn (6-4) #14 Northwestern (6-2) 12:00 p.m. (ABC)
1/1 #4 Notre Dame (10-1) #1 Alabama (11-0) 3:00 p.m. (ESPN)
1/1 #3 Ohio State (6-0) #2 Clemson (10-1) 7:00 p.m. (ESPN)
1/2 #23 NC State (8-3) Kentucky (4-6) 11:00 a.m. (ESPN)
1/2 Ole Miss (4-5) #11 Indiana (6-1) 11:30 a.m. (ABC)
1/2 #25 Oregon (4-2) #10 Iowa State (8-3) 3:00 p.m. (ESPN)
1/2 #5 Texas A&M (8-1) #13 North Carolina (8-3) 7:00 p.m. (ESPN)
1/11 Winner of Rose Bowl Winner of Sugar Bowl 7:00 p.m. (ESPN)
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WE BUY PECANS!
Call for details.
432-264-9000

Big Spring Iron & Metal

All positions for Kitchen
Exhaust Cleaning Crew
Leaders, Techs, and
Shop/Warehouse Personnel.
Pay DOE, but will train.
Bonus Plans, Vacation and
Holiday Pay. Must be able to
pass Drug Screen.

Apply @ Blast Masters

1711 E Hwy 350.

BIG SPRING
STATE HOSPITAL

Are you ready to be
professionally challenged?
Are you looking to be part of
a dynamic team of engaged
and committed profession-
als? Then the State Hospital
System (SHS) may be just
the place for you! Whether
in a direct-care or support
role, your contribution will
make a difference in the life
of a Texan.

ANNOUNCING
INCREASED SALARIES
LVN’s up to $4072.01 per

month DOE
RN’s up to $5755 per month
DOE
PNA’s starting at $2312.85
per month

PART TIME POSITIONS
NOW AVAILABLE

For more information on jobs
and salaries:
CALL Paula at
(432) 268-7464 or
Submit a resume to
Jennifer.Patton@hhs.texas.gov
for initial screening; applica-
tion process will be initiated
at a later time.

or visit us at:

Big Spring State Hospital
1901 N. Hwy 87 Big Spring,
TX 79720

Contact our Job Center
432-268-7341 or
432-268-7298
Or
Complete an application
online at
https://accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us

NEIGHBORS
CONVENIENCE STORE
now hiring cooks, cashiers,
stockers. All Shifts.

Apply at 3315 E. FM 700.

Now Hiring Vacuum Truck
Drivers with 1-2 years
experience. For more
information please call
432-631-1994

Parkplace Retirement Living
s seeking a creative,
organized person for the
position of Cook/Chef in a
family friendly environment.
This position requires know-
ledge of ordering processes,
menu development and prop-
er safety and sanitation pro-
cedures. This position works
12 hour shifts. Pay based on
experience. Apply in person
at 501 W. 17th Street.

Parkview Nursing and
Rehab is currently taking
applications for:

-Charge Nurse

-Certified and non-certified
Nurse Aides

-Cook

We offer Competitive Pay,
Benefits, 401K and a Great
Family working
environment!

Please apply in person at
3200 Parkway Rd.

The Colorado River
Municipal Water District is
accepting applications for the
following position:

Meter Technician —
Responsible for installing,
repairing, and calibrating
flow, level, and pressure
metering equipment.

Position also provides assist-
ance in repair of communica-
tion equipment supporting the
District’'s SCADA system.
Intermediate level position
with basic understanding of
electronics/electricity needed.

For additional information
visit www.crmwd.org

We are looking for an
ambitious, creative, self-
starter, to fill a staff writer role
at the Big Spring Herald.

Do you have a heart to share
others' stories and the desire
to be involved in your com-
munity? We want to hear
from you!

This individual would provide
news coverage, build pages,
and update social media ac-
counts/website.

Indesign and Photoshop are
a plus, but will train the right
person. We are looking for a
creative, outgoing individual
familiar with social media.
Must be a self-starter, and be
able to meet deadlines.

Individual will be responsible
for several areas of cover-
age, from feature stories to
hard news. Must have a flex-
ible schedule.

Contact Amanda Duforat
432-263-7331 Ext. 230 for
questions or to submit
your resume at
editor@bigspringherald.com.

Items for Sale

Seasoned Oak Firewood.
$425/full cord, & $240/half
cord. Delivered & Stacked.
Call 512-913-7406 or
325-451-1108

Public Notice

I, Garlanda Shipman
Pearson, Will not be
responsible for any debt
incurred by anyone but
myself.

Real Estate for Rent

2106 Grace. Very nice &
large 3 bedroom, 2 bath
house with living and dining
room areas in nice neighbor-
hood with large lot.
$1,650/month plus dep. 1
year lease with background
check & references required.
Call Steve at 432-816-1815

2504 Albrook, EXTRA Large
3 Bedroom, 1 Bath.
Appliances included.
Fenced back yard.
$950/Month, $300/Dep.

Call Richard 432-599-0096

3 Bed 2 Bath w/Bonus Rm.
Newly Remodeled

Big fenced in yard

New Appliances!
$1,175/mo.

Call 432-245-1222

Lease to Own!

3 Bedroom Houses for Rent.
References Required.
Central Air & Heat.

Call Richard 432-201-0539

3704 Calvin. 3 bed, 1 bath.
Brick, CH/A. $900/month,
$900 dep. No HUD/no
pets/nonsmoker. Rental
references required. Call
432-270-3849 for more info.

Affordable Country Living-
NOW MORE AFFORABLE!
OASIS RV Park has RV
rentals and spaces available
now for rent. 50% off your
first month's rent, November-
December 2020!

Call 432-517-0062 or
432-264-9907.

Newly remodeled!

3 bedroom/1 bath, C/HA,
laundry room, walk in closet.
No indoor pets/no smoking.
Large fenced in back yard
near the High School.
$1,100/Month Plus Deposit.
Utilities not included. Must
pass background/Credit
Check. For more info call
432-631-1994

Services Offered

able & affordable

rell

e

~.‘
|
B

Do you need your Vehicle
Detailed? Lawn Care? To
Build a Deck? Have
Windows Installed?
Structure or Roof Repair or
even Reshingling?
Call 432-271-9567

Y

NEW YEAR
Holiday
DEADLINES
g or Classified Ads

Tuesday 12/29 Edition by
Monday 12/28 at 1l0am

o " a)
“\' J(”

Wednesday 12/30 Edition by
Monday 12/28 at 3pm

Thursday 12/31 Edition by
Tuesday 12/29 at 1l0am

Friday 1/1 Edition by
Tuesday 12/29 at 12pm

Weekend 1/2-3 Edition by V g
Tuesday 12/29 at 3pm ‘

Monday 1/4 Edition by

Wednesda} 12/30 at 9am
0y 0000, /00N KL

Classified
Am

tarting at

$35 00 2 Week
365.00a!\/|onth

support local,
Subscribe Local

Stay connected to

your community.

Pick up a copy of the

Big Spring Herald
today!

Toplace your ad
cllorgo onlme today:

432-2603-7331

wwwbigspringherald.com

Call 432-263-7331
[0 have the news
delivered to your g

doorstep,
Or have the News g, =
at your fingertips— <
with the ‘
Big Spring Herald
E-edition.

BIG
SPRING
HERALD

710 Scurry
Big Spring, TX
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c Kyler e Amaya Quality cgmcrete { Quality Fence Co.
onstruction onstruction s (R055 RO A || Ty Merauex-Swner
LLC * Slab Curbs Melal B““dlng e ol Finest In o,
Serving West Texas * Driveways * Residential and Commerecial m l [ t( E. I Fencing i
Earthwork, Clean up, « Foundation ¢ Garage * Shed ¢ Carports, WATER CLEANUP L oy w7 ™ = Wood & I =
Fencing, Remodel, NO JOB TOO BIG etC - 24/7 Emergency SerVIce k{gﬂ:mrgﬂﬂl License *]?3530 {.Ilirf””lrr”k
Relocation § or SMALL NO JOB TOO SMALL - Carpet C|eaning -‘]' il
432-213-1123 ° Danny Amaya g CALL 2| - (432)-264-0133 3 Eggnm,:glfﬂ License £25496 _ s
n 2 5 8 - Free Estimate

wealthyways38@gmailcom || 432-894-0702 ° 816-6839 - : Phone: (£32) 264-626 432-267-3349
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Annie’s Mailbox =

Disappointed With
Dishes

expect me to help at
her house. They were
here for Thanksgiving,
and my mom asked her
to join us at the table
and visit, but she de-
clined, saying she was
OK where she was.

My mom was hurt and
upset.

Dear Annie: My
son has been dating a
girl for a little over three
years. My husband and
| really like her. Our son
loves her. Here's the
problem: | have asked
her before to help in
the kitchen with meal
preparation and clean-
up, and she refuses.

I'm planning a big
Christmas dinner and
want the girls to help
with cleanup and to
sit and visit after the
meal. How can | get
her to get involved in
the kitchen work, both
before and after, and

They come once a
week for meals, and we
eat in front of the TV
while watching shows.
Everyone brings their

phone and texting
while at your potential
in-laws' house is very
rude. The polite thing
to do is ask the host if
he or she needs help,
but it is also polite for
the host not to expect
the guests to do all
the work. Have a talk
with your son and ask
him to help you out in
the kitchen. Maybe his
girlfriend will catch on
and want to jump in.
Her behavior toward
your mother was also
very rude, so address
this with your son, too.
Perhaps there is a rea-
son he hasn't married

response to Caroline
M. and her dilemma
about how to celebrate
Christmas this year.

My immediate family
is comprised of four
households in different
parts of eastern Penn-
sylvania, so we won't
be getting together in
person. We are ship-
ping gifts or possibly
leaving them on each
other's doorsteps
ahead of time, and we
are planning to meet
virtually during the
holidays. We wanted to
do something fun as a

dishes to the kitchen,
but I'm left with the
cleanup. Once, when

to put her phone away
and sit and visit with
us? -- Disappointed

family.
her yet.
The age range of our

| asked her for help,
she said that she is
company and wouldn't

Dear Disappoint-
ed: Staring at your

o
=i
NSP
A\

Subscribe Today!

By Steve Becker
It works like a charm

West dealer. ing a diamond from dummy, and East
East-West vulnerable. follows suit throughout. This brings
NORTH you to what you have been worrying
4J1072 about from the outset — that you

Y86 might lose two diamond tricks,
¢AQ54 However, a quick review of what

SAQ has transpired thus far would seem to

WEST EAST indicate that West is more likely to
485 863 have the king of diamonds. This is
VA3 ¥KQ10942 because East has turned up with six
411087 +K6 hearts, two spades and three clubs,
#108752 #5943 leaving him with at most two dia-

SOUTH monds, and West with at least four.
4AKQ94 It might therefore seem that you
¥7s should next lead a diamond to the
4932 queen, because if West has the king,
*KJ6 you'd immediately make the con-

The bidding; tract. But the possibility that East,
West  North East  South who made a vulnerable overcall, may
Pass 14 1y 14 have the king keeps nagging at you.

Pass 24 Pass 44 So you start thinking about how

Opening lead — ace of hearts.
Among the first things one learns

to avoid the finesse, and pretty soon
you realize that even if East has the

Dear Annie: | enjoy
reading your column
and am writing in

Final Full Moon of
2020

ARIES (March
21-April 19). Someone
wants you to make a
change from your stan-
dard terms, and if you
bend, he or she will,
too. There is a place
to meet -- perhaps not
in the middle, exactly,
but you'll still be better
off for having made the
deal.

TAURUS (April
20-May 20). Without
grace, beauty doesn't
breathe; ornamentation
doesn't sparkle. With
grace, bad ideas pass
for brilliant; the mun-
dane becomes magical.
What exactly is grace?
Whatever it is, you
have it today.

GEMINI (May 21-
June 21). Even though
you think it's obnoxious
to draw attention to
your work, attributes
and good deeds, the
fact is that unless you
are seen exemplifying
a quality, they will not
understand who you

group is 7 to 64. With
that in mind, we decid-
ed it could be fun for

absorbs
and
excites
you.
You'll
make a
differ-
ence
and
have

are the
sorts of
efforts
that
make
time
speed.
You'll be happy for
the puzzles that make
everything stop for a
minute.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-
Oct. 23). The uphill
climb won't be safe
until after the thaw. But
wouldn't it be silly to
wait around? Since that
won't get you there at
all, there's no glory in
taking that route. Go
easy. Actually, it's the
only open route right
now.

in bridge is how to finesse. But after
you've played the game awhile, you
start looking for ways to avoid
finesses, because experience has
taught you there are often other meth-
ods of play that will give you better
than the 50-50 chance normally
offered by a finesse.

Assume you reach four spades as
shown, and West leads the A-3 of
hearts. East wins and plays a third
heart, which you ruff high. You cash
two trumps and three clubs, discard-

king of diamonds, you are certain to
make the contract anyway. Accord-
ingly, you cash the ace of diamonds,
return to your hand with a trump and
play a diamond to the queen, hoping
to find West with the king,

In the actual case, the queen loses
to East’s king, but, since he has no
more diamonds, he 1s forced to return
a heart. This allows you to discard
your remaining diamond as you ruff
in dummy, and the contract is safely
home.

are. Don't do it for ego.
Do it for clarity.

SCORPIO (Oct.
24-Nov. 21). Right now
it's a little hard to get
people to give you what
you need, maybe be-
cause you're not entire-
ly clear on it. Explore
the topic. Ask yourself
the sharp questions.

CANCER (June
22-July 22). You'll lean
toward acts of gallantry,
nobility, high character,
forgiveness, generosity.
This leaning changes
the balance, and into

Tomorrow: One false move and you're dead.
©2020 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Fun By The
Numbers

SUDOKU

9

1 4|5 Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
3 sudoku. This
mind-bending
S 9 puzzle will have
you hooked from
4 the moment you
square off, so
5 8 sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
5 savvy to the test!

oo
(ol Noo) BN RG]

6| |8

Level: Beginner

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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magnanimity you'll
topple.

LEO (July 23-Aug.
22). You'll be asked to
make a judgment, and
you really don't have to.
A stance of no stance
keeps you in a perfect
position. You can say
very little, keep the
mood light and move
on swiftly.

VIRGO (Aug.
23-Sept. 22). Work

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21). To
complain always brings
someone discredit.
There's a lot else to try
before it comes to that.
Offer a solution if you
can. Another way is to
praise the way some-
one else did it and see
if others don't follow
suit.

CAPRICORN (Dec.

22-Jan. 19). What you
admire in others you

HERALD

us to all bake some-
thing together. We've
already done bingo
together. Luckily, all of
the households had
actual sets so we could
rotate callers during
the games. | know
there's virtual bingo,
but we needed to keep
it simple for the less
tech-savvy.

We have coordinated
movie nights during
which we have the
same movie on our
televisions and meet
virtually on another
device to watch togeth-
er. That was great for
grandparent/grandchil-
dren time. Baking virtu-
ally will be different, but
we're looking forward to
it. We happen to have

can cul-

By HoLiDAY MATHIS 01 in

your-
self.
This
will
elim-
\ inate
. A\ the
need
4= |for you

" |to carry
around
the
kind of
heavy
energy
that
comes
from
wanting things from
people. Self-sufficiency
is incredibly light.

AQUARIUS (Jan.
20-Feb. 18). You have
friends in powerful plac-
es. Though you rarely
ask anything of these
connections, it's a
secure feeling to know
that if you needed to,
you could. Still, the best
security is knowing you
have your own back.

PISCES (Feb.
19-March 20). Maybe
you don't completely
judge a book by its
cover, but you do get a
pretty good idea about
what language it's
written in, what era it
comes from and more.
Today, you'll use every
hint you can get!

TODAY'S BIRTH-
DAY (Dec. 29). You'd
rather have one au-
thentic exchange than
a hundred generic
gestures. The gems of
your year will be just
the sort of wonderful
events that thrill and
fortify you. Ever the
cheerleader, you'll use
your airtime to promote
others, and you'll thrive
in spite of this -- or,
more likely, because
of it! Gemini and Leo

WEEKLY
CLASSIFIED LINER
ADS
STARTING at $#35.00

\

MONTHLY
ERVICE DIRECTORY
ADS
STARTING at $65.60

CONTACT US TODAY!!
432-263-1331

fans of that activity in
all four houses, but
everyone can try to find
their common ground
and do that together.
There are many other
things you may want to
try together. -- Trying to
Make the Best of It

Dear Trying to
Make the Best of It:
Thank you for your
suggestions. | love the
idea of all family mem-
bers watching a holiday
movie together -- re-
motely.

Send your questions for
Annie Lane to
dearannie @creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2020
CREATORS.COM

432-263-7331

adore you. Your lucky
numbers are: 40, 3, 22,
12 and 18.

COSMIC QUES-
TION: "If someone's
birth due date is, let's
say, in July, but they
are born three months
premature, are they the
sign of when they were
born, or do they have
the tendencies of when
they would have been
born? | always thought
it was the cook time in
the womb that made
the difference. What do
you think?"

Good question. As-
trology celebrates your
day of birth, not the day
you were supposed to
be born. Though there
are many extenuating
circumstances that
could cause a pre-
mature arrival, when
a baby takes his or
her first autonomous
breath, when the umbil-
ical cord is cut and life
outside of the mother's
body begins, that's the
baby's birthday. One
spiritual belief is that
the soul chooses to be
born on a particular day
and so chooses the
stars of that day. | like
that idea, and any idea
that puts the individual
in the driver's seat of
life. Some people think
of the day they were
"born again" through a
spiritual belief, became
sober, changed their
name or changed an-
other aspect of identity
as a kind of birthday.
That's valid, too. As-
trology is best used to
give individuals a point
of perspective on life
and an expanded idea
of who they are, not to
limit choice or make
destiny seem fixed.

Write Holiday Mathis at
HolidayMathis.com.

COPYRIGHT 2020
CREATORS.COM
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ARCHIE

HEY, LOOK! SOMEBORY ALREADY
OID THE CROSSWORP!

Visit: www.archiecomics.com

© 2020 creators.com, © 2020 Archie Publ., Inc.

|\F YOU EVER NEED
A SEVEN-LETTER
WORD FOR LAZY..

I KNOW!/
J-U-G-H-E-A-D/

RECORD.

GOODNESS, STAN
MUST BE GOING
FOR THE DISTANCE

HE WENT RIGHT
THROUGH THE
FENCE!

FREE
STANLEY!

PARTY.
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THIS | INVITE ANYONE
YEAR %/ AND YOU GET SICK,

CHASE

HE’S SUPPOSED TO

AND BRING IT BACK,
BUT HE DOESN'T.

SOHES
JUSTA
TRIEVER!

AFTER STUFF
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MOMMA
[7 WHEN YOU DON'T CALL
OR VISIT ME, LIFE FEELS
\_ EMPTY AND WITHOUT,
( MEANING..
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#NeglectfulChildren.
#AMothersGuilt.
#AHappyHome,

This Date
In History

Today in History

Today is Tuesday, Dec. 29,
the 364th day of 2020. There
are two days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On Dec. 29, 1890, the
Wounded Knee massacre took
place in South Dakota as an
estimated 300 Sioux Indians
were killed by U.S. troops sent
to disarm them.

On this date:

In 1812, during the War of
1812, the American frigate
USS Constitution engaged and
severely damaged the British
frigate HMS Java off Brazil.

In 1845, Texas was admitted
as the 28th state.

In 1916, James Joyces first
novel, “A Portrait of the Artist
as a Young Man,” was first pub-
lished in book form in New
York after being serialized in
London.

In 1939, “The Hunchback of
Notre Dame,” starring Charles
Laughton and Maureen
O’Hara, was released by RKO
Radio Pictures.

In 1940, during World War
II, Germany dropped incendi-
ary bombs on London, setting
off what came to be known as
“The Second Great Fire of
London”

In 1972, Eastern Air Lines
Flight 401, a Lockheed L-1011
Tristar, crashed into the Florida
Everglades near Miami
International Airport, killing
101 of the 176 people aboard.

In 1975, a bomb exploded in
the main terminal of New
York’s LaGuardia Airport, kill-
ing 11 people (it's never been
determined who was responsi-

ble).

In 1989, dissident and play-
wright Vaclav Havel (VAHTS -
lahv HAH’-vel) assumed the
presidency of Czechoslovakia.

In 1992, the United States
and Russia announced agree-
ment on a nuclear arms reduc-
tion treaty.

In 2006, word reached the
United States of the execution
of former Iraqi leader Saddam
Hussein (because of the time
difference, it was the morning
of Dec. 30 in Iraq when the

hanging took place). In a state-
ment, President George W.
Bush called Saddam’s execu-
tion an important milestone on
Iraq’s road to democracy.

In 2007, the New England
Patriots ended their regular
season with a remarkable 16-0
record following a 38-35 come-
back victory over the New
York Giants. (New England
became the first NFL team
since the 1972 Dolphins to win
every game on the schedule.)

In 2017, Puerto Rico author-
ities said nearly half of the
power customers in the U.S.
territory still lacked electricity,
more than three months after
Hurricane Maria.

Ten years ago: The Obama
administration  expelled
Venezuela’s ambassador to the
United States, a day after
Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez said he would not
allow diplomat Larry Palmer
to become the U.S. ambassador
to his country. Suicide bomb-
ers succeeded in killing Iraqi
police commander Lt. Col.
Shamil al-Jabouri, who was
renowned in the tense north-
ern city of Mosul for his relent-
less pursuit of al-Qaida.

Five vyears ago: Belgian
authorities announced they
had arrested two men and
seized military-type uniforms
and Islamic State group propa-
ganda in connection with a
suspected plot to unleash holi-
day season attacks against
police and celebrated locations
in Brussels. Former “Glee” star
Mark Salling was arrested in
Los Angeles for investigation
of possessing child pornogra-
phy. (Salling pleaded guilty in
December 2017; he took his
own life a few weeks later while
awaiting sentencing.)

One year ago: A man opened
fire at a church near Fort
Worth, Texas, killing two peo-
ple before being shot and killed
by a member of the church’s
volunteer security team. NBA
star LeBron James was named
the Associated Press male ath-
lete of the decade. British com-
edy writer and actor Neil Innes,
who frequently worked with
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members of the Monty Python
comedy troupe, died at the age
of 75.

Today’s Birthdays: Country
singer Rose Lee Maphis is 98.
Actor Inga Swenson is 88.
Retired ABC newscaster Tom
Jarriel is 86. Actor Barbara
Steele is 83. Actor Jon Voight is
82. Country singer Ed Bruce is
81. Singer Marianne Faithfull
is 74. Retired Hall of Fame

Jockey Laffit Pincay Jr. is 74.
Actor Ted Danson is 73.
Singer-actor Yvonne Elliman is
69. The president of the
International Olympic
Committee, Thomas Bach, is
67. Actor Patricia Clarkson is
61.  Comedian  Paula
Poundstone is 61. Rock singer-
musician Jim Reid (The Jesus
and Mary Chain) is 59. Actor
Michael Cudlitz is 56. Rock
singer Dexter Holland (The

Offspring) is 55. Actor-
comedian Mystro Clark is 54.
Actor Jason Gould is 54. News
anchor Ashleigh Banfield is 53.
Movie  director  Lilly
Wachowski is 53. Actor
Jennifer Ehle is 51. Actor
Patrick Fischler is 51. Rock
singer-musician Glen Phillips
is 50. Actor Kevin Weisman is
50. Actor Jude Law is 48. Actor
Maria Dizzia is 46. Actor
Mekhi Phifer (mih-KY’ FY-

fuhr) is 46. Actor Shawn
Hatosy is 45. Actor Katherine
Moennig is 43. Actor Diego
Luna is 41. Actor Alison Brie is
38. Country singer Jessica
Andrews is 37. Actor lain de
Caestecker is 33. Actor Jane
Levy is 31. Singer-actor-dancer
Ross Lynch is 25. Rock musi-
cian Danny Wagner is 22.

® 2019 The Associated Press.

BROWN STUDY by Billie Truitt

_ Edited by Stanley Newman

Newsday Crossword

www.stanxwords.com

ACROSS 64 Garden 6 Contented 35 Get ready, for
1 Norway's entrance comments from short
capital 66 Speck of dust 27 Down 37 Poker-pot starter
5 Imitated 67 Cost 7 Game-show host 38 Villain's look
9 Broker's 68 Gawk at 8 E-flat equivalent 40 Three feet
customer: Abbr. 69 Puts to work 9 Long, long ___ 42 Clear frost from
13 Devout 70 Appears to be (way back when) 45 Balkan native
15 Operates 71 Fishing-rod 10 What the penny 47 Losing streaks
smoothly attachment used to be 50 Pre-exercise
16 Clinton’s vice 72 Impudent 11 Merciless ritual
president 73 Poems of 12 Easily irritated 52 Audio system
17 Fill with joy praise 14 Perceived to be 53 Strictness
18 Curve of a foot 21 Farm soll 54 Old enough
19 Numbered DOWN 22 Ship’s backbone 55 Gaggle member
musical work 1 Oil cartel 26 Advertising sign 56 Walk on the
20 Midmorning 2 Farm storage gas stage
ritual tower 27 Popular pets 60 Gusto
23 Teacher’s 3 Bread 28 Toledo’s state 61 Fizzled out
favorite purchase 29 Beachgoer's 62 Apex
24 Once __ blue 4 Set of clothing building project 63 Not so much
moon 5 Moby-Dick 30 Chimney grime 65 Snakelike
25 In a calm way captain 34 Scratch or dent swimmer
27 Shares top billing _ _ _
31 Jury member 1 |2 |3 |4 5 16 [7 |8 9 [10 [11 [12
32 “Now | get it!” 13 15 i6
33 Step heavily (on) |
36 From the 17 19
neighborhood 55 C) 55
39 Very small
41 Squirrel away

43  of the above

44 Colas and root
beers

46 Family
diagrams

48 Suffix for
meteor

49 Nautical staff

51 Beer variety

53 Dangerous

driving situation

57 Use scissors

58 “No __, ands, or

buts!”
59 Third-place

Olympics award

b3

58

64

68

71

73
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Bad Texans get mad as losing streak extends to 4 games

HOUSTON (AP) — The Houston Texans have been bad all season.

Now they're getting mad.

A 37-31loss to the Bengals on Sunday gave them their second four-game skid
of the season and pushed star J.J. Watt into a postgame tirade about effort and
professionalism.

"If you can't go out there and you can't work out, you can't show up on time,
you can't practice, you can't want to go out there and win, you shouldn't be
here," he said during an almost two-minute rant after the game.

Interim coach Romeo Crennel said he empathizes with Watt and he's frus-
trated, too. But he thinks for the most part his team is doing the best it can
under difficult circumstances.

"We're a losing team, so everything is not perfect," Crennel said. "We try to
keep the focus, try to keep the guys together and try to keep on playing to the
best of our ability. And so sometimes it looks good. Sometimes it doesn't."

Long out of the playoff hunt, the Texans (4-11) have little to play for other
than pride this Sunday when they wrap up the season against the visiting Ti-
tans (10-5), who lead the AFC South.

"You don't play this game to lose like we've been losing," receiver Brandin
Cooks said. "Man, it's horrible, but I think we've got guys that's going to con-
tinue to fight, and that's all we genuinely can do and control the things that
we can control and show up and try to get better and finish on a positive note."

Houston started the season 0-4, which led to the firing of coach and general
manager Bill O'Brien. The team then won four of seven under Crennel — twice
against the league-worst Jaguars — before the current four-game skid.

Sunday was the third time in the past four games the Texans have had a
chance to win or tie a game late but lost a fumble instead.

They trailed Cincinnati by three with about two minutes left when Deshaun
Watson was sacked by Sam Hubbard, who forced a fumble that Margus Hunt
recovered, leading to a Bengals field goal.

"If we were able to make the plays, then the outlook on the season would be
different," Crennel said. "But we didn't make the plays, and so it is what it is."

WHAT'S WORKING

Watson's late fumble was an unfortunate end to another strong game. He
threw for 324 yards and three touchdowns, his ninth 300-yard game this sea-
son. The fourth-year player has thrown 30 touchdown passes to set a single-
season franchise record and his 4,458 yards passing are a career high, rank
second in the NFL and are the second most in team history.

Watson was shaken up on that sack late in Sunday's loss, but returned in the
final seconds and said he was fine after the game. Crennel said he wouldn't

consider sitting Watson this week to avoid an injury to his star quarterback.

"One of the things that Deshaun brings to this team is he brings a high level
of football," Crennel said. "And in my mind, for me, he brings a high level of
hope for us to be able to win a game. And so, I would like to have that on my
side."

WHAT NEEDS HELP

The Bengals rushed for 169 yards on Sunday in the latest terrible perfor-
mance by Houston's run defense. The Texans rank 31st in the league, allowing
151.7 yards rushing per game, and Sunday was the eighth time they've allowed
more than 160 yards.

STOCK UP

David Johnson had a second straight big game on Sunday when he rushed
for a season-high 128 yards with a rushing touchdown and a TD catch. A week
earlier, he set career highs with 11 receptions for 106 yards in a loss to the
Colts. His recent strong play is a welcome development for the Texans after
he struggled for much of the year. Houston acquired Johnson in the offseason
in the trade that sent DeAndre Hopkins to Arizona, a baffling personnel move
that hastened O'Brien's departure.

STOCK DOWN

Chad Hansen had one catch for 8 yards on Sunday after piling up 212 yards
receiving combined in his past three games and scoring his first career touch-
down last week.

INJURED

RG Brent Qvale sustained a concussion against the Bengals and will likely
miss the season finale. ... LT Laremy Tunsil injured his foot in the second
quarter and Crennel said he isn't sure if he will return this week.

KEY NUMBER

540 — Yards Houston allowed on Sunday, the second most the team has given
up all season behind the 607 Tennessee had in a Week 6 victory.

NEXT STEPS

Tennessee will have plenty to play for on Sunday, when a win will give it the
AFC South title. The Titans beat the Texans 42-36 in overtime in Week 6 be-
hind a 212-yard rushing performance from Derrick Henry. For the Texans to
have any chance for the upset, they'll have to find a way to slow down Henry,
who ran for 211 yards against them in Week 17 last season, and who needs 223
yards to reach 2,000 this season.

"If we can win the game, at least we can go out this year with a win and not
feel as bad as we presently do," Crennel said.

Seeds of hope: Cowboys alive and kicking in woeful NFC East

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — The Dallas Cowboys
won a game thanks to a watermelon kick and are
now 2-0 after smashing said fruit as a motivational
tactic the night before each victory.

If that doesn't say it all about the pandemic-al-
tered 2020 season, then how about the woeful NFC
East offering the guarantee that a team will go from
2-7 to the playoffs for the first time in NFL history,
according to Sportradar?

Dallas (6-9) is one of those three teams, with the
winner between the Cowboys and New York Giants
(5-10) from early Sunday getting in if Washington
loses at Philadelphia in prime time. Washington (6-
9) simply needs to win to advance.

Andy Dalton, 4-4 since replacing Dak Prescott
after the star quarterback's season-ending ankle
injury, has directed a three-game winning streak
after beating the Eagles 37-17, and the former Cin-
cinnati starter has the Cowboys playing for a lot
more than 2021 momentum.

That was the goal a few weeks ago, when first-
year coach Mike McCarthy noted that a four-game
winning streak to finish his rough Green Bay de-
but in 2006 was a springboard to a trip to the NFC
championship game the next year.

Now, the Cowboys could be two playoff wins from
their first run that far in the postseason in 25 years
— with a little help, of course.

"We look totally different today than we did two
months ago," McCarthy said. "That's a real credit to
our football players."

McCarthy's first victory with Dallas, 40-39 over
Atlanta in Week 2, came on Greg Zuerlein's field
goal on the final play after the Cowboys recovered
their Kkicker's spinning onside attempt, executed
without a tee.

The biggest win before beating Philadelphia was
31-28 at Minnesota a day after McCarthy imperson-
ated the comedian Gallagher by taking a sledge-
hammer to some watermelons during a team meet-
ing in the hotel.

This time, McCarthy let the game's captains —
receiver Amari Cooper, defensive lineman Tyrone
Crawford and cornerback Chidobe Awuzie — do
the smashing, with a pinata effect. There was can-
dy inside.

"With us being crazy football players and every-
thing like that, guys really like smashing things,"
Cooper said. "I think that's what football is all

about, you know, just hitting guys. So, it kind of
got everybody hyped for the game."

WHAT'S WORKING

The receiving trio of Cooper, Michael Gallup and
rookie CeeDee Lamb have a seven-game streak of
at least one touchdown receiving, with a total of 10.
Gallup had two against the Eagles, and Lamb added
a rushing score for 11 total TDs in that span. The
Cowboys are 4-3 in those games.

WHAT NEEDS HELP

The much-maligned defense gave up more than
450 yards for the second week in a row as the Cow-
boys narrowly avoided giving up the most points
per game at home in NFL history. Dallas finished
at 34.4, and the expansion Cowboys of 1960 share
the record of 36.5 with the winless Detroit Lions of
2008 and the 1948 Giants.

On the bright side for Dallas, the defense slowed
rookie Jalen Hurts and the Eagles while the offense
scored on five straight possessions. After giving up
14 points in less than 10 minutes to start the game,
the Cowboys held Philadelphia to three the rest of
the way. But it was still enough to set a franchise
record in points allowed with a game to go at 450.
The previous high was 436 points in 2010.

STOCK UP

Defensive end Randy Gregory had 1% sacks and
three forced fumbles, including one on his full sack
and another while dropping Philadelphia running
back Miles Sanders for a 4-yard loss. Gregory, who
also had two QB hits, returned this season after his
fourth suspension over substance-abuse violations.

STOCK DOWN

Linebacker Sean Lee got the first start of his 11th
season but ended up playing fewer snaps than back-
up Joe Thomas. Jaylon Smith played all 73 snaps,
while Thomas was in for 58% of the plays to 41% for
Lee. It might have been the 34-year-old Lee's final
home game.

INJURIES

RB Ezekiel Elliott had his second 100-yard game
of the season (105 yards on 19 carries) playing
through a calf issue that has bothered him for
weeks and kept him out of a game because of injury
for the first time in his career a week earlier.

S Darian Thompson is in concussion protocol.
LG Connor Williams injured a knee, but executive
vice president of personnel Stephen Jones said on
his radio show Monday that Williams "is going to

be fine."

KEY NUMBER

514 — Dallas had the fourth 500-yard game of the
season with 514 total yards against the Eagles, ty-
ing the 1966, 1978 and 2019 teams for the most in
franchise history. It was the first without Prescott.
Dallas had three straight 500-yard games before his
Week 5 injury. It was the most for a Dalton-led of-
fense since the Bengals had 559 in a 31-17 win over
Cleveland in 2016.

NEXT STEPS

This is the first meaningful regular-season finale
for the Cowboys since 2013. That's when they lost
a season ender to finish 8-8 for the third consecu-
tive year when a win would have put them in the
playoffs.

Kickoff for Sunday will be at 12:00 p.m. local time
as the Cowboys search for a win over the Giants.

Dr. Rudy Haddad

Board Certified in Urology
Fellow American College of Surgeons

Adults and Pediatrics
Urology
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