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Upcoming Events

Jan. 9

Law Enforcement 
Appreciation Day

8 a.m. SMMC Prayer/
Breakfast

Noon - Parkview Skilled 
Nursing & Rehab

Jan. 11

10 a.m. 
State Park

Mountain Bike Race
Park will be closed during 

the race - gates will reopen 
after the race is completed

Jan. 25

Silver Wings Ball
Tickets now available

Feb. 1
Big Spring’s Got Talent

Applications being 
accepted. 

Feb. 7

Chamber Extravaganza
Howard Co. Fairgrounds
Nominations for 5 under 

55 being accepted.

Submit upcoming events, 
fundraisers and more 

with us for our Take Note 
section. Email editor@
bigspringherald.com. 
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By ANNA GUTIERREZ
Staff Writer

Nazarene Christian Academy (NCA) will be hosting a chili 
cook-off and silent auction on Saturday, Feb. 1, from 5 p.m. to 
8 p.m. The cook-off will be held at NazFamily Church, located 
at 1400 S. Lancaster.

“This will be our first chili cook-off and silent auction,” 
states Kaleigh Sullivan, NCA Director. “All funds raised will 
be used for future scholarships to our school. We are hoping 
that some local businesses and individuals, who want to sup-
port the vision of NCA to build strong leaders and citizens of 
Big Spring, will support our event through monetary spon-
sorships. There are three levels of sponsorship, but all three 
levels will include recognition for your business or organiza-
tion along with entry into the event. Everyone is invited to 
participate!”

To enter the chili cook-off, there is a $10 entry fee, and the 
rules are as follows:

• Chili must be cooked entirely prior to entry. Contestants 

must ensure no chili is under-cooked.
• Chili must have been cooked within past 24 hours.
• Chili must be turned in in a crock pot by 4:45 p.m. on Feb. 

1, the day of the contest.
• All chili should be turned in in a four-quart crock pot full.
• All contestants must fill out a registration form.
• All contestants are required to follow their own chili rec-

ipe.
• Each contestant will be assigned a number and given 

three sampling cups. Check that each cup has your correct 
number on the bottom of the cup to turn into the judges.

• Bowls, napkins and cutlery will be provided. Contestants 
only provide chili, crock pot and serving spoon.

• Winner will receive a trophy
For information on how to enter the cook-off or become a 

sponsor, contact Sullivan at ksullivan@ncabigspring.com, 
or stop by the office located at 118 Cedar Road.

Contact Staff Writer Anna Gutierrez at 432-263-7331 ext. 232, 
or by email at citydesk@bigspringherald.com

Support the kids at Nazarene Christian Academy

By AMANDA DUFORAT
Managing Editor 

Registration for the 2020-21 semester 
will look a little different, according 
to information released by Big 
Spring Independent School 
District administration 
earlier this week. En-
rollment for the new 
school year will 
take place at the 
respective cam-
puses instead of 
the centralized 
location from 
previous years. 

“We are in the 
service business 
at BSISD, and we 
firmly believe moving 
registration back to the 
individual campuses will 
help serve our community in a 
better and more efficient manner,” BSISD 
Superintendent Jay McWilliams, said. 
“This will be faster, much more efficient, 
and also allow our front office people and 
principals the opportunity to meet new 
students and parents that are new to our 
district.”

The change will spread the registration 

process across the campuses, according 
to McWilliams. Instead of one person 
handing the registration of nine separate 
campuses, there will now be one person 

at each of the nine district campuses 
assigned to register students at 

the specific school they will 
attend.

“We feel like our new 
families to the district 
will now have the op-
portunity to actually 
register, visit, and 
have a tour of the 
campus that their 
child will be attend-
ing,” McWilliams 

said.  “For those 
parents of returning 

students, we will be of-
fering online registration 

for them which will alleviate 
the problem of having to actually 

come to the campus to re-register their 
kids” 

According to McWiliams, the online in-
formation as well as information for those 
families new to the district will be posted 
on the upgraded BSISD website.

See REGISTER, Page 3

Special to the Herald
The City of Big Spring issued 

the following announcement re-
garding upcoming jury trials, 
scheduled for Jan. 13 and Jan. 15. 

According to the informa-
tion released, the jury trial set 
for Jan. 13, 2020 at 9 a.m. and 
the jury trial for Jan. 15, 2020 
at 9 a.m., both presided over by 
Judge Fitzgibbons, Precinct 1 
Place 2 have been cancelled as of 
Jan. 7, 2020. 

Those who had received a no-
tice to serve on the jury can dis-
regard the notice. 

Jury trial for 
Jan. 13 & 15 

cancelled

BSISD moves new student 
registration back to campuses

Changes to go into affect 2020-21 school year

City Council meeting to be held 
at Municipal Auditorium, Jan. 14

By ERICA MORSE
Herald Contributing Writer
The Big Spring City Council held a special meeting yester-

day  - Jan. 7 - that opened at 5 p.m. and went immediately into 
Executive Session.

The reason for the special meeting was to discuss personnel 
matters and applications for the position of City Attorney.

According to Mayor Shannon Thomason, the Interim City 
Attorney Marianne Banks resigned in December, and her 
last day will be Jan. 31.

The listing for the open position was posted on Indeed.com 
on Dec. 10; and will remain open through Jan. 11. 

No action was taken from the executive session meeting.
Yesterday’s special meeting comes in advance of next Tues-

day’s - Jan. 14  - City Council meeting, where the primary 
focus remains the City Council’s much-anticipated vote on 

whether to declare Big Spring a ‘Sanctuary City for the Un-
born’.

In November 2019, the Council was asked to consider pass-
ing the resolution, which is slowly making its way across the 
state. From the request presented at that meeting, the issue 
was added to the December agenda drawing in a large crowd 
and causing the voice of the community to be heard. 

The issue was front and center at both the November and 
December City Council meetings, with the December meet-
ing being filled to capacity.

The City Council has also been considering whether to 
move next week’s meeting to the Municipal Auditorium in 
order to accommodate more attendees, as the Council Cham-
bers are limited to 86 occupants. Thus far, 198 people have 

See CITY, Page 3

No action taken during special meeting Tuesday evening



Noma Nell (Minze) (Higgins) 
Thomas

Noma Nell (Minze) (Higgins) 
Thomas was born Feb. 19, 1936, 
to Ava (Wilson) and Jake Minze 
in the Box Church Community of 
Limestone County, and on Dec. 21, 
2019, went to Heaven in Mexia, Tex-
as. These dates are only the book-
ends to the life that Noma Nell lived 
as a steward of the Lord through 
her relationships with family, stu-
dents, and friends. Growing up as 

an only child in a hard-working farming/ranching 
family, Noma Nell was very close to her large ex-
tended family. She attended early schools in Groes-
beck, Forest Glade, and Delia, and graduated with 
honors from Coolidge High School in 1954. 

Later that year, Noma Nell married R.S. Higgins 
Jr., and began her travel adventures moving to 
Eastland, Brackettville, Stanton, Tarzan, Coaho-
ma, Nashville, Belton, Big Spring, Alice, Mexia, 
Farmers Branch, Deer Park, Baytown, Fairfield, 
Teague, and Springfield. Throughout her adult life, 
she continued her love of raising horses to be used 
in rodeo racing and cutting. 

After attending Howard College, Texas A&M, and 
Stephen F. Austin Universities, she earned her 
Master’s degree in English, History, and Educa-
tion, specializing in teaching High School English 
and journalism. She retired in 2012 after teaching 
at Limestone Correctional Facility and Navarro 
College. During this time, she acquired another 
extended family, the coaching Mullets, that moved 
and worked together and even still meet for re-
unions every summer.  

In 1987, Noma Nell married Jimmy Thomas, con-
tinuing her adventures and stewardship, and add-
ed another special part of her family. Noma Nell es-
pecially enjoyed doing extended family genealogy 
and traveling to locations to research in person. 
She became a member and officer of the DAR and 
DRT, working with the local school’s scholarship 
essay contests. 

As a lifelong adult member of the Methodist 

church, Noma Nell was an active member in the 
choir, study groups, and leadership. After retire-
ment, Noma Nell enjoyed working out at the CLC 
in Mexia, singing in Wings of Joy, flower garden-
ing, serving at the local food pantry and Meals on 
Wheels, sewing, painting, learned to play guitar, 
attending events of family and friends, and social-
izing with everyone she came across at the local 
cafes and shops.  

She believed in promoting positivity through ser-
vice, prayer, secret acts of kindness, and dressing 
for success. Noma Nell is affectionately remem-
bered as a cowgirl fashionista with an infectious, 
friendly attitude.

Noma Nell is preceded in death by her parents; 
and sons, Bryan Neal Higgins and Scott Higgins; 
and many aunts, uncles, cousins and other extend-
ed family. 

She is survived by her husband, Jimmy Thomas 
of Groesbeck; children, Dawn Higgins, Deb and 
Philip Howell, and Brad Thomas; daughter-in-law, 
Dale McMichael; grandchildren, Misty and Dennis 
Sprouse, Meredith and Ryan Jones, Wyatt Turk, 
Claire Higgins, Clayton Turk; great-grandchil-
dren, Keegan and MaKenna Sprouse, Cooper and 
Bennett Jones; sisters-in-law, JoAnne Thomas and 
Glynda Underwood; and numerous extended fam-
ily members. 

Please continue to honor Noma Nell through 
making a contribution to the local Caritas or 
church,  ALSA.org,  CureALZ.org, Safe Haven 
Equine Rescue, “paying it backwards” at the cash 
register, or joining a local service organization; no 
flowers please. 

A memorial service will be held at 1:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, Jan. 11, 2020, at First Methodist Church 
in Groesbeck. Visitation will be held in the church 
prior to the memorial service beginning at 11 a.m. 
until 1:30. Honorary Pallbearers (Mullet sons) are 
Rusty Parker, Lenny Loyd, Rick Dykes, Kevin 
Crousen, Scotty Pugh, Clay Miller, Jay Pugh, Son-
ny Dykes, Monty Miller, and J.J. Griffin.

Condolences may be posted on the obituary 
guestbook at www.groesbeckfuneralhome.com.

Paid Obituary
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Cynthia Francese Anderson 
Boadle

Cynthia Francese Anderson 
Boadle passed away  at 6 p.m. 
Dec. 30, 2019, in Boonville, Mis-
souri. Graveside services will be at 
11 a.m., Saturday, Jan. 11, 2020, at 
Mt. Olive Memorial Park.

The family will receive friends 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., Friday, Jan. 
10, 2020, at Nalley-Pickle & Welch 
funeral home.

She is survived by three daughters, Martha Ann 
Nichols and husband, Jerry, Mona Louise, and 
Marie Cynthia Sanders and husband, Walter; six 
grandchildren; six great-grandchildren;  step-chil-
dren, Danny and wife, Ramona, and Dana Tilley; 
several step-grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren; numerous nieces and nephews; sister, San-
dra Smith of Queensbury, New York; brother Ro-
land O. Anderson, of Brattleboro, Vermont; and 
one step-sister, Diane Woods. 

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home and Crematory. On-
line condolences may be made at  www.npwelch.
com.

The Big Spring Police Depart-
ment reported the following ac-
tivity:

• THOMAS DEL BOLTON, 
37, of 114 Colorado, was arrested 
on warrants for expired regis-
tration, driving with invalid li-
cense, and two counts of failure 
to appear.

• ORALIA KIMBERLY RAY 
OCHOA, 21, of  2008 N. Birdwell 
Ln., was arrested on a charge of 
possession of marijuana (less 
than two ounces).

• MATTHEW LUIS ALMA-
ZAN, 33, of 302 N. E. 10th St., was 

arrested on an outstanding war-
rant from another agency.

• NATHAN HILARIO, 18, of 
1313 Colby Ave., was arrested on 
a warrant for robbery.

• JACOB RYAN HILARIO, 18, 
of 5010 Wasson Rd., was arrested 
on a warrant for robbery.

• STOLEN VEHICLE was re-
ported in the 4500 block of E. FM 
846.

• FOUND PROPERTY was 
reported in the 1400 block of S. 
Gregg St.

• ACCIDENT MINOR was re-
ported at 11th and Birdwell, the 

2000 block of Rickabaugh Dr., 
and at 3rd and Owens.

• THEFT was reported in the 
100 block of S. Main St., 2500 
block of S. Gregg st., 700 block of 
W. FM 700, and at CR 50 and Hwy 
87.

• ASSAULT was reported in 
the 3600 block of W. Hwy 80.

• RUNAWAY was reported in 
the 1900 block of Martin Luther 
King Rd.

• DOMESTIC DISTUR-
BANCE was reported in the 800 
block of S. Runnels St., and in 
the 800 block of S. Owens St.

The Howard County Sheriff's Department report-
ed the following activity:

Note – Officials with the Howard County Jail re-
ported having 84 inmates at the time of this report.

• MICHAEL SHANE ALLEN, 45, was arrested 
by DPS on a warrant for failure to appear-theft of 
a firearm.

• MATTHEW LUIS ALMAZAN, 33, was arrest-
ed by BSPD on a warrant for theft of property ($100 
to $750).

• THOMAS DEL BOLTON, 37, was arrested by 
BSPD on warrants for expired registration, driv-
ing with invalid license, and two counts of violat-
ing promise to appear.

• MARCUS DELEON, 30, was arrested by HCSO 
on a warrant for motion to revoke-driving while in-
toxicated, second offense.

• AGAPITO GUTIERREZ, 56, was arrested by 
HCSO on a warrant for driving while intoxicated-
third or more offense.

• JACOB RYAN HILARIO, 18, was arrested by 
BSPD on a warrant for robbery.

• NATHAN HILARIO, 18, was arrested by BSPD 
on a warrant for robbery.

• ORALIA KIMBERY RAY OCHOA, 21, was ar-
rested by BSPD on a charge of possession of mari-
juana (less than two ounces).

Big Spring Fire Department/
EMS reported the following ac-
tivity:

• MEDICAL CALL was report-
ed in the 2500 block of Hunter. No 
transport was required.

• MEDICAL CALL was report-
ed in the 2500 block of Hunter. 
One person was transported to 
Scenic Mountain Medical Cen-
ter.

• MEDICAL CALL was re-
ported in the 500 block of 
Donley. No transport was 
required.

• MEDICAL CALL was 
reported in the 4200 block 
of W. Hwy 80. One person 
was transported to Sce-
nic Mountain Medical 
Center.

• MEDICAL CALL was 
reported in the 300 block 
of Veterans Blvd. One 
person was transported 

to Scenic Mountain Medical Cen-
ter.

• MEDICAL CALL was report-
ed in the 1800 block of Hearn. One 
person was transported to Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center.

• MEDICAL CALL was report-
ed in the 1700 block of Lancaster. 
No transport was required.

• MEDICAL CALL was report-
ed in the 1800 block of N. Hwy 87. 
One person was transported to 

Scenic Mountain Medical Cen-
ter.

• MEDICAL CALL was report-
ed in the 1300 block of Madison. 
One person was transported to 
Scenic Mountain Medical Cen-
ter.

• MEDICAL CALL was report-
ed in the 1500 block of Sycamore. 
One person was transported to 
Scenic Mountain Medical Cen-
ter.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy) a chron-

ic pain disease, a support and informative group, 
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at 432-517-9207 for 
more information.

• Celebrate Recovery meets at First United Meth-
odist Church Youth Hall, 400 Scurry, from 6-8 p.m. 
Hurts, habits and hang-ups. Leave message for 
Joyce Webb at 325-212-860

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, open dis-

cussion noon to 1 p.m.; women’s meeting 6:30 until 
7:30 p.m. Newcomers' meeting 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

• Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. at St. Paul Lu-
theran Church. Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. Weigh-in is 
confidential and you don’t have to talk if you don’t 
want to. Flexible payment options.

• Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder support group 
meeting is at 6:30 p.m. at the VA Medical Center 
Veteran’s Healing Center.

• Bring Everyone Into The Zone, or BEITZ Sup-
port Group, is a veteran-based peer group. The pur-
pose of the group is to provide peer-to-peer support 
to service members, veterans and families, espe-
cially those suffering from post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD), traumatic brain injury (TBI), 
military sexual trauma (MST) and other traumatic 
events in their lives. BEITZ meets every Thursday 
at 6 p.m. at 501 Birdwell Lane. For more informa-
tion, email francisco.garza@wtcmhmr.org, or call 
432-268-3003.

• GriefShare is a biblical support group that fo-
cuses on helping people who are dealing with a 
loved one's death. Each DVD session features na-
tionally respected grief experts and real-life sto-
ries, followed by small group discussion about the 
topics presented (with workbook support); there 
is no charge for attendance. 13-week seminars are 
held three times per year on Thursday evenings, 6 
to 8 p.m., at Trinity Baptist Church in Big Spring. 
Visit the GriefShare Ministry of TBC Facebook 
page. You can also call Vivian Gordon at 432-466-
3583 for information on seminar dates and how you 
can register to attend.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 

p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

Velda Hamilton
Velda Hamilton, 77, of Schertz, formerly of Big 

Spring, died Sunday, Jan. 5, 2020.  The family will 
receive friends from 5:30 p.m. until 7 p.m. Friday at 
Myers & Smith Funeral Home. Funeral service will 
be at 1:30 p.m. Saturday at Myers & Smith Chapel.
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“We are excited about this change 
so our parents and students can begin 
a relationship with staff and adminis-
trators on the first day they arrive,” 
he said. 

For more information and updates 

visit the school website at bsisd.
esc18.net or follow the Facebook pag-
es for the respective campuses. 

Amanda Duforat is the managing 
editor at the Big Spring Herald. To 
contact her, email editor@bigspring-
herald.com or call 432-263-7331. 

Today: Sunny, with a high near 
64. South wind 15 to 25 mph, 
with gusts as high as 35 mph.
Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 49. South wind 20 to 
25 mph, with gusts as high as 35 
mph.

Thursday: Mostly cloudy, then 
gradually becoming sunny, with a 
high near 72. Southwest wind 10 
to 15 mph.
Thursday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 47. South wind 
around 10 mph.

Friday:  Sunny, with a high near 
65. West wind 10 to 15 mph 
increasing to 20 to 25 mph in the 
morning. Winds could gust as 
high as 35 mph.
Friday Night:  Partly cloudy, with 
a low around 32.

Saturday:  Sunny, with a high 
near 55.
Saturday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 37.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 66.
Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 38.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 69.
Monday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 40.

(Weather courtesy National Weather Service via 
forecast.weather.gov)

Weather
By KEITH RIDLER 
Associated Press

BOISE, Idaho (AP) — U.S. offi-
cials said Tuesday they're plan-
ning to send at least another 100 
firefighters to Australia to join 
159 already in the country bat-
tling wildfires that have killed 
25 people and destroyed 2,000 
homes.

The National Interagency Fire 
Center in Boise, Idaho, said that 
90 firefighters including on-the-
ground hand crews left in re-
cent days to fight fires that have 
scorched an area twice the size of 
the U.S. state of Maryland.

Another 100 American fire-
fighters are expected to fly to 
Australia next week, said center 
spokeswoman Carrie Bilbao. It's 
the largest ever deployment of 
U.S. firefighters abroad, she said. 

The Australian Fire and Emer-
gency Service Authorities Coun-
cil requested the firefighters as 
part of a reciprocal deal that sent 
138 Australians to fight U.S. wild-
fires in 2018. The U.S. has similar 
agreements with Canada, Mexi-
co and New Zealand. 

Officials are working to send 
the additional firefighters to 
Australia quickly so they can as-
sume wildfire management and 
aviation management roles. The 
most recent contingent of fire-
fighters dispatched to Australia 
included crews that fight fires on 
the ground, based in the U.S. For-
est Service's Angeles National 
Forest in California. 

Bilbao said the next group will 
also include more ground crews 
and that they are receiving train-
ing about poisonous snakes and 
insects they might encounter 
while fighting wildfires in Aus-
tralia.

"They're there to work with 
Australia in any capacity need-
ed," Bilbao said.

The National Interagency Fire 
Center directs the U.S.'s wild-
land firefighting forces, which 
include thousands of firefight-
ers who work for the Forest Ser-
vice and the U.S. Department 
of the Interior and hundreds 
of aircraft. Their ranks can be 
stretched thin during the sum-
mer wildfire season, but officials 

can free them up during the win-
ter to fight fires elsewhere.

It is summer in Australia, 
where the wildfires have been 
raging since September, fueled 
by drought and the country's hot-
test and driest year on record. 
Australia's fires started months 
earlier than normal.

"We are proud to provide per-
sonnel from the United States 
and will continue to support Aus-
tralia with the resources needed 
during this unprecedented fire 
situation," said U.S. Forest Ser-
vice Fire Director Shawna Le-
garza.

The U.S., Australia and New 
Zealand have been exchang-
ing firefighters for more than 15 
years. The last time the U.S. sent 
firefighters to Australia was in 
2010.

"As the extreme fire danger 
continues across Australia, the 
Department of the Interior will 
continue to do all that we can to 
support requests for assistance," 
said Craig Leff, the Interior De-
partment's Wildland Fire deputy 
director.

US sends more firefighters to help battle Australia blazes

Take Note
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responded to the poll 
that was posted, with 52 
percent saying they will 
be attendance.

Mayor Shannon 
Thomason confirmed 
this morning that the 
meeting will be moved 
to the Municipal Audi-
torium.

No other agenda items 

have been presented at 
press time, but more 
information will be 
reported on as it is re-
leased for next week’s 
meeting. 

To contact the Big 

Spring Herald, call 432-
263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.
com. 

• VFW Post 2013 meets the first Tuesday of every 
month at 7 p.m. New members are being sought. 
The Post is located at 500 Driver Rd. Qualified vet-
erans, those who have served in a foreign war, who 
are interested in joining the VFW are encouraged 
to attend a meeting to find out more information.

• DivorceCare is a biblical support group for 
those facing divorce or separation. Each DVD ses-
sion features nationally respected experts, such as 
Christian Counselors and Pastors. Small group dis-
cussions and workbook exercises help participants 
apply the information to their own situations. We 
cover pertinent issues like:

 • Will I survive? • How to get out of debt. • How 
do you know when you are ready for a new relation-
ship? • How to lessen the impact of divorce on your 
children. • Is reconciliation possible? There is no 
charge for attendance. 13-week seminars are held 
two times per year on Tuesday evenings from 6 to 8 
p.m. at Trinity Baptist Church in Big Spring. Visit 

the DivorceCare Ministry of TBC Facebook page 
for information. You can also call Donna Burcham 
at 267-6344 for information on seminar dates and 
how you can register to attend.

• O’Neal-Kunkle, Chapter #47 of the Disabled 
American Vets (D.A.V.), meets the third Monday 
of every month at 6:30 p.m. at 2204 Runnels Street. 

For more information, please contact Norman 
Witcher at 432-413-6663.

• Senior and/or mature adults are invited to come 
to a dance every first and third Friday each month 
at the Dora Roberts Community Center, located at 
100 Whipkey Drive. 

Come two-step the evening away, or just mingle 
with old friends and make new friends. Dances are 
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. with live entertainment. 

No alcohol or smoking permitted. Cost is $5 per 
person.
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PONCE, Puerto Rico (AP) — A 6.4-magnitude 
earthquake struck Puerto Rico before dawn on 
Tuesday, killing one man, injuring at least eight 
other people and collapsing buildings. 

The quake was followed by a series of strong after-
shocks, part of a 10-day series of temblors spawned 
by the grinding of tectonic plates along three faults 
beneath southern Puerto Rico. Seismologists say 
it's impossible to predict when the quakes will stop 
or whether they will get stronger.

The 6.4-magnitude quake cut power to the island 
as power plants shut down to protect themselves. 
Authorities said two plants suffered light damage 
and they expected power to be restored later Tues-
day. Puerto Rico's main airport was operating nor-
mally, using generator power. 

"I've never been so scared in my life," said Nelson 
Rivera, a 70-year-old resident who fled his home in 
the city of Ponce, near the epicenter of the quake. 
" I didn't think we would get out. I said: 'We'll be 
buried here.'" 

Teacher Rey González told The Associated Press 
that his uncle was killed when a wall collapsed 
on him at the home they shared in Ponce. He said 
73-year-old Nelson Martínez was disabled and that 
he and his father cared for him. 

Eight people were injured in Ponce, Mayor May-
ita Meléndez told WAPA television. Hundreds of 
people sat in the streets of the city, some cooking 
food on barbeque grills, afraid to return home for 
fear of structural damage and aftershocks. 

The U.S. Geological Survey said the quake hit 
at 4:24 a.m. just south of the island at a shallow 

depth of six miles (10 kilometers). It initially gave 
the magnitude as 6.6 but later adjusted it. At 7:18 
a.m., a magnitude-6.0 aftershock hit the same area. 
People reported strong shaking and staff at a local 
radio station said live on air that they were leaving 
their building

A tsunami alert was issued for Puerto Rico and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands after the initial quake, but 
was later canceled. 

In the historic district of Ponce, authorities evac-
uated more than 150 people fromtwo buildings they 
said are in danger of collapsing. 

Among them were more than two dozen elderly 
patients from a nursing home who sat in their 
wheelchairs in silence as the earth continued to 
tremble.

Amir Señeriz leaned against the cracked wall of 
his Freemason Lodge in Ponce and wailed.

The roof of the 1915 building was partially col-
lapsed and dust and debris lay around him.

Outside, he had already carefully placed 10 large 
historic paintings. The earth continued trembling 
as he went back into the building to recover more 
artifacts.

Helping him was artist Nelson Figueroa, 44, who 
said he slept in his street clothes.

"It was chaos," he said, adding that there was a 
traffic jam in his coastal neighborhood as terrified 
people fled.

Albert Rodríguez, who is from the southwest 
town of Guánica, said the tsunami sirens went off 
before officials canceled the alert. He said there is 
widespread damage in his neighborhood.

"The road is cracked in the middle and it lifted 
up," he said.

The mayor in the southwest town of Guayanilla, 
Nelson Torres, told NotiUno radio station that the 
church in the public plaza of his town collapsed.

Puerto Rico's governor, Wanda Vasquez, ordered 
government offices closed for the day and urged 
citizens to remain calm and not check damage to 
their homes until daylight. 

A 5.8-magnitude quake that struck early Monday 
morning collapsed five homes in Guánica and heav-
ily damaged dozens of others. It also caused small 
landslides and power outages. The quake was fol-
lowed by a string of smaller temblors.

The shake collapsed a coastal rock formation that 
had formed a sort of rounded window, Punta Ven-
tana, that was a popular tourist draw in Guayanil-
la.

Residents in the south of the island have been ter-
rified to go into their homes for fear that another 
quake will bring buildings down.

The flurry of quakes in Puerto Rico's southern re-
gion began the night of Dec. 28. Seismologists say 
that shallow quakes were occurring along three 
faults in Puerto Rico's southwest region: Lajas Val-
ley, Montalva Point and the Guayanilla Canyon, as 
the North American plate and the Caribbean plate 
squeeze Puerto Rico.

One of the largest and most damaging earth-
quakes to hit Puerto Rico occurred in October 1918, 
when a magnitude 7.3 quake struck near the is-
land's northwest coast, unleashing a tsunami and 
killing 116 people.

6.4 quake strikes Puerto Rico amid heavy seismic activity

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. offi-
cials braced for Iran to respond to the 
killing of its most powerful general, 
noting heightened military readiness 
in the country and preparing for a 
possible "tit-for-tat" attempt on the life 
of an American military commander. 
They warned ships across Mideast 
waterways crucial to global energy 
supplies about the "possibility of Ira-
nian action" against U.S. maritime 
interests in the region.

President Donald Trump ordered 
the Jan. 2 strike against Gen. Qas-
sem Soleimani, the head of Iran's 
elite Quds Force, after the death of 
an American contractor in Iraq. 
Now, amid massive demonstrations 
of Iran's public mourning period for 
Soleimani and a state TV report of a 
deadly stampede at his funeral, offi-
cials believe the next steps by Amer-
ica's longtime foe will determine the 
ultimate course of the latest crisis.

While officials say American intel-
ligence isn't clear on whether Iran's 
latest military moves are designed to 
bolster Tehran's defenses or prepare 
for an offensive strike, the U.S. is con-
tinuing to reinforce its own positions 
in the region, including repositioning 
some forces. One official said the U.S. 
anticipated a "major" attack of some 
type within the next day or two.

On Monday, Defense Secretary 
Mark Esper said no decision had 
been made about withdrawing troops 
from Iraq. Pro-Iranian factions in 
the Iraqi Parliament have pushed to 
oust American troops  following So-
leimani's killing on Iraqi soil. Esper 
spoke to reporters after a letter from 
a U.S. Marine general circulated that 
seemed to suggest a withdrawal had 
been ordered in response to a vote by 
the Iraqi Parliament over the week-
end. "There's been no decision what-
soever to leave Iraq," Esper said.

On Tuesday, the U.S. Maritime Ad-
ministration put out the warning for 
ships, citing the rising threats after 
Soleimani's killing. Oil tankers were 
targeted last year in mine attacks the 

U.S. blamed on Iran. Tehran denied 
being responsible though it did seize 
oil tankers around the crucial Strait 
of Hormuz, the narrow mouth of the 
Persian Gulf through which 20% of 
the world's crude oil travels.

Soleimani's death, which has 
sparked major protests, further nu-
clear development and new threats 
of violence, has raised the prospect 
of a wide and unpredictable conflict 
in the Middle East and escalated ten-
sions between Iran and the U.S.

Meanwhile, the U.S. said it would 
not issue a visa to Iranian foreign 
minister Mohammed Javad Zarif to 
attend a U.N. meeting this week. The 
U.S., which has severely restricted 
the movements of Iranian diplomats 
in New York in the past, contends 
there was not enough time to process 
the visa request.

The two nations have careened from 
one flare-up to another since Trump 
began his "maximum pressure" cam-
paign against Iran shortly after tak-
ing office. He abrogated the 2015 nu-
clear deal and reimposed crushing 
economic sanctions, both steps aimed 
at preventing Iran from getting a nu-
clear weapon and deterring the sort 
of regional aggression spearheaded 
by Soleimani.

Two U.S. officials, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity to discuss inter-
nal discussions, said targeting So-
leimani was not representative of a 
wholesale shift in American policy to-
ward Iran, despite Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo's comments on Sunday 
that the U.S. was targeting Iran's "ac-
tual decision-makers" rather than its 
network of proxy allies. Trump has 
repeatedly contended that he is not 
seeking "regime change" in Iran, as 
has been pushed by some of his more 
hawkish advisers.

Still, Trump's strike against Solei-
mani, a revered figure in Iran whose 
death sparked large displays of anger 
and grief, was a risky decision his Re-
publican and Democratic predeces-
sors opted not to take out of concern 

it would draw the U.S. and Iran closer 
to conflict. 

U.S. officials are also aware that Iran 
could try to strike a high-level Ameri-
can leader in a "tit-for-tat" move, po-
tentially a military commander. 

One official said some Iranian ships 
have spread out, and while the intent 
isn't immediately clear, they could 
move rapidly to attack. 

The U.S. military has increased 
protection of its forces, particularly 
in Iraq. Officials said a number of 
the recently deployed soldiers from 
the 1st Brigade of the 82nd Airborne 
Division had moved into Iraq from 
Kuwait in order to increase security 
for Americans there. The U.S. mili-
tary has stopped all training of Iraqi 
forces to focus on force protection, of-
ficials said.

As of Monday, officials said, there 
had not been a broadly distributed 
order or recommendation to increase 
security at military installations 
worldwide. Instead, decisions were 
being left up to the commanders.

The U.S. military's concern about 
its vulnerability to Iranian attack in 
the Persian Gulf region has been at 
a heightened state since about May, 
when the administration reported it 
was getting intelligence indications 
that Iran was planning attacks on U.S. 
interests in Iraq and elsewhere in the 
region. The Pentagon 
sent additional forces 
to the Gulf at that point, 
and in July it worked 
out an arrangement with 
the government of Saudi 
Arabia to send U.S. forc-
es to a large base deep in 
the Saudi desert, in less 
obvious range of Iranian 
missiles.

The main hub for 
American military air 
operations throughout 
the Middle East is locat-
ed at al-Udeid air base 
in Qatar – within easy 
range of Iranian mis-

siles. American forces also are sta-
tioned in the United Arab Emirates 
and Kuwait. The Navy's 5th Fleet, 
which operates throughout the re-
gion, is based at Bahrain.

Meanwhile on Capitol Hill in the 
U.S., Democrats prepared largely 
symbolic resolutions under the War 
Powers Act to limit the president's 
military actions regarding Iran. In a 
letter to House Democrats, Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi called the airstrike on 
Soleimani "provocative and dispro-
portionate" and said it had "endan-
gered our servicemembers, diplo-
mats and others by risking a serious 
escalation of tensions with Iran." 

Congress, which has the sole pow-
er to declare war, has complained 
that Trump did not provide advance 
notice of his airstrike in Baghdad. 
Trump did meet the 48-hour deadline 
required by the War Powers Act to no-
tify Congress after the deadly drone 
strike. The document was classified, 
and no public version was released. 

Senators will receive a briefing 
Wednesday on the situation, accord-
ing to a person familiar with the 
meeting. Pompeo, Esper, CIA Direc-
tor Gina Haspel and Army Gen. Mark 
Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, are expected to speak. The 
House is also expected to be briefed 
this week.

US prepares for possible Iranian reprisal after drone strike



HERALDBIG
SPRING

Do you have an interesting sports item or 
story  idea? Call at 263-7331, Ext. 237. 
Email results to: 
sports@bigspringherald.comSports Page 5

Wednesday, January 8, 2020

Seymore scores 1,000th career point as 
Steers fall 46-44 to the Levelland Lobos

HERALD Photos/Shawn Moran

Pictured above left: Steers guard Zephaniah Nelson shoots a free throw during Tuesday night’s road loss to Levelland. Pictured 
above right: Head Coach Kris Hise speaks to his team in the huddle during a fourth quarter timeout. 

By SHAWN MORAN
Herald Sportswriter

LEVELLAND — The Showtime Steers (15-7) lost in heartbreaking fashion to 
the Levelland Lobos on Tuesday night by a score of 46-44. On the night that Big 
Spring junior guard Kyler Seymore scored his 1,000th career varsity point, a 
defensive breakdown allowed Lobos guard #3 to drive the lane for a layup in 
the final second of the game.

“It was a tough loss,” Steers Head Coach Kris Hise said. “We played great. I 
was proud of our guys. Just couldn’t really ever get going offensively but we 
did a good job tonight and I was proud of them. Tough way to lose at the end 
like that.”

The game started out slowly, with both teams combining for 30 points in the 
first half. Both teams were playing great defense and pressuring the other into 
bad shots as the game went into halftime tied at 15.

In that first half, with a little more than five minutes played in the game, Sey-
more scored his first basket of the night. The shot put Seymore at 1,000 points  
for his career but the high-scoring junior seemed more interested in his team 
winning than his own personal achievements.

“It’s a big accomplishment,” Seymore said. “It’s something I never really 
thought about. Got to move past it, though... I just need to continue to get in 
the lab and work on my shots. I know district is going to be tough so I just 
need to focus on adding new things to my game and find new opportunities to 
score.”

Seymore led the Steers with 11 points in the game. While most of the offen-
sive production came from the five starters, guard Gavin Greathouse came off 
the bench to give Big Spring a spark with four clutch shots that got his team 
back in the game.

“He was good off of the bench,” Hise said. “He’s starting to put the ball in the 
net a little bit and that helps us.”

In the third quarter, both teams scored more than they had in the entire first 
half as the Steers took a minuscule 33-32 lead into the fourth. Throughout the 
second half, the Lobos were able to drive the lane and that is ultimately how 
they won the game.

After several lead changes in the final quarter, the game was tied at 44 with 
under one minute to play and Levelland had the ball. After a quick timeout to 
discuss their strategy, the Lobos #3 was able to drive past a group of Steers de-
fenders and laid the winning shot off the glass with only one second remaining 
in the game. With one last chance to win the game, Seymore put up a prayer 
from half-court that came up empty.

After losing to the Lobos at the Denver City Tournament last month, the 
Steers once again came up just short in an intense battle between two very 
evenly-matched squads.

The Steers have still won five of their last seven games and look to be coming 
together as a force to be reckoned with. As the district games begin, the Steers 
will look to keep yo their hot start to the season and find a way to win close, 
competitive games like they played on Tuesday night.

“We’re playing good and we get a major piece back on Friday,” Hise said. 
“I’m proud of them. They’re playing good basketball and we’re rolling into 
district the right way right now.”

UP NEXT: The Steers will host Monahans on Friday night at home. The 
game will start at 8:00 p.m.

Shawn Moran is the sports editor at the Big Spring Herald. To contact him, 
email sports@bigspringherald.com or call 432-263-7331.

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — After a 2019 Bassmaster 
Elite Series season that was widely regarded as one 
of the best ever, the entire field has decided to come 
back for an encore.

B.A.S.S. announced the field for the 2020 Elite Se-
ries today, and all 75 anglers from the 2019 roster 
are returning, along with 10 qualifiers from the 
Basspro.com Bassmaster Opens, two veteran an-
glers, who returned to the trail through Legends 
Exemptions, and the TNT Fireworks B.A.S.S. Na-
tion champion.

“To have all 75 guys back from last year — plus 
100% of the anglers who were invited — says a lot 
about the positive momentum we have with the 
Bassmaster Elite Series,” said B.A.S.S. CEO Bruce 
Akin. “The reaction to last season was overwhelm-
ingly positive from sponsors and fans, and it’s great 
that everyone wants to continue with us on what 
will be another exciting journey in 2020.”

The list of returnees will include Scott Canter-
bury who fished a brilliant season to secure his 
first Bassmaster Angler of the Year title. Longtime 
Elite Series veterans like Drew Benton, Hank Cher-
ry, John Crews, Micah Frazier, Matt Herren, Bill 
Lowen and Chris Zaldain will also be back.

A talented 2019 rookie field of anglers that includ-
ed Rookie of the Year Drew Cook, Lee Livesay and 
Patrick Walters will now enter their sophomore 
campaigns with the Elites.

They will be joined by a new talented crop of rook-
ies that includes Eastern Opens qualifiers Bryan 
Schmitt of Deale, Md., Destin DeMarion of Grove 
City, Pa., Buddy Gross of Chickamauga, Ga., Aus-

tin Felix of Eden Prairie, Minn., and Kyle Welcher 
of Opelika, Ala. The anglers who qualified through 
the Central Opens are Wes Logan of Springville, 
Ala., Caleb Kuphall of Mukwonago, Wis., Taku Ito 
of Chiba, Japan and Bob Downey of Hudson, Wis.

Cody Hollen of Beaverton, Ore., will also join 
the rookie class after winning the TNT Fireworks 
B.A.S.S. Nation Championship on Lake Hartwell 
in November.

“Last year’s class of newcomers was obviously 
the biggest we’ve had since the start of the Elite 
Series,” said B.A.S.S. Tournament Director Trip 
Weldon. “That was one of things that made the sea-
son so exciting — watching all of those young guys 
grow into pro fishing stars.

“They put on a great show, and I know the guys 
who are joining us this year will do the same. I 
imagine that is why every one of the anglers who 
were invited to join the Elite Series accepted their 
invitation.”

John Cox of DeBary, Fla., actually earned an 
Elite Series invitation through both Opens divi-
sions, finishing second in the Central Opens and 
fourth in the Eastern Opens points. This will be his 
first season on the Elite Series, but he will not be 
eligible for the 2020 Rookie of the Year race due to 
career earnings with B.A.S.S. and FLW.

Any angler who has a combined earnings of at 
least $500,000 with B.A.S.S. and FLW is not con-
sidered a rookie. Schmitt will also be ineligible for 
Rookie of the Year honors. 

Instead, Cox and Schmitt will join Brandon Pala-
niuk and Gerald Swindle as established anglers 

competing on the Elite Series. Palaniuk and Swin-
dle, who left briefly to fish another pro circuit in 
2019, are returning on Legends Exemptions that 
are sometimes offered to anglers who have accu-
mulated points through winning Bassmaster Clas-
sic and Angler of the Year titles.

“My reason for wanting to return to the Elites Se-
ries was simple — it’s home,” Swindle said when 
he made the announcement he had accepted the 
Legends Exemption. “It’s all I know, it’s what I’m 
comfortable with, the format, the weigh-ins, the 
tournament schedule, etc.”

Other industry giants like Rick Clunn, David 
Fritts and Jay Yelas — three former Classic cham-
pions with 26 wins between them — will also be 
back, along with Brandon Cobb and Jamie Hart-
man — a pair of two-time winners last season.

The 2020 Elite Series schedule will begin Feb. 6-9 
with the AFTCO Bassmaster Elite at St. Johns Riv-
er in Palatka, Fla. From there, it will wind through 
eight states for nine events as anglers compete for 
cash and prizes and attempt to qualify for the 2021 
Academy Sports + Outdoors Bassmaster Classic 
presented by Huk.

Each tournament will begin with 88 anglers on 
Days 1 and 2 before the field is cut to 40 for the semi-
final round on Day 3. Only the Top 10 remaining 
anglers will fish the final day of each event with a 
$100,000 first-place prize on the line.

“Momentum is a powerful thing in any business 
or sport,” Akin said. “We built a lot of momentum 
last season, and we have a field of anglers who will 
help us keep it going this year.”

B.A.S.S. Officially Announces 2020 Bassmaster Elite Series Field

By STEVE REED 
AP Sports Writer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — David Tepper is entrusting Baylor's Matt Rhule 
to lead the Carolina Panthers out of what he views as a cycle of "long-term 
mediocrity."

The Panthers owner hired the 44-year-old Rhule on Tuesday to become the 
team's next head coach. He replaces Ron Rivera, who was fired with four 
games remaining in the 2019 season.

The deal is worth $62 million over seven seasons, with incentives to make 
even more for winning. said a person familiar with the situation. The person 
spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity because the team 

has not released contract details. The NFL Network was first to report the con-
tract terms.

The deal makes Rhule the sixth-highest-paid coach in the NFL, according 
to Forbes. The five coaches ahead of him — New England's Bill Belichick, Se-
attle's Pete Carroll, Oakland's Jon Gruden, New Orleans' Sean Payton and Bal-
timore's John Harbaugh — have all won Super Bowls.

The Panthers met with Rhule at his home in Waco, Texas, on Monday, and 
Tepper liked what he heard and moved swiftly to make a hire. Rhule, who 
is from New York City, had been scheduled to visit with his hometown New 
York Giants later in the week and Tepper didn't want to lose him.

See RHULE, Page 10

Baylor's Matt Rhule agrees to become Panthers' next coach 
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CONTACT US TODAY BY PHONE OR EMAIL:

Rayne Austin
432-755-7065

rayne.austin@expeditionroyalty.com

Matt Scott 
432-755-7065

matt.scott@expeditionroyalty.com

Expedition Royalty Co. is excited to expand our presence  

in Howard County by opening an office in Big Spring this Fall!

 Expedition will continue to invest in the community and to deliver big 
benefits to our clients by acquiring oil and gas minerals and leases in the area.

 We are available 24/7, so call at your convenience for a free evaluation of 
your assets or to discuss current activity and area-specific value ranges.

You’ll see we’re not your typical Permian mineral company.  
We are forming strong partnerships and making prudent deals,  

because we are here to stay – just ask a neighbor!

A BIG COMMITMENT  TO  
BIG  SPRING.

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2017 Toyota Highlander
Limited Platinum V6 AWD

25K Miles

2014 GMC Seirra 3500 HD 4WD
Crew Cab Denali Duramax Dually

52K Miles.

2019 GMC Yukon XL
SLT 2WD
17K Miles.

2017 GMC Sierra
Denali 4X4

28,500 Miles.

GMC
www.shroyermotorcompany.com

424 E. 3RD  •  BIG SPRING, TEXAS 
  263-7625     432-770-1212    888-263-0017

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

$35,995

$49,995$49,995

$44,995

308985

2020 GMC Sierra 2500 Denali Duramax 4X4
2200 Miles!

$74,995

Special
Pricing

Announcements

Help Wanted
All positions for Kitchen Ex-
haust Cleaning Crew Lead-
ers, Techs, and Shop/Ware-
house Personnel. Pay DOE,
but will train. Bonus Plans,
Vacation and Holiday Pay.
Must be able to pass Drug
Screen. Apply @ Blast
Masters 1711 E Hwy 350.

BIG SPRING
STATE HOSPITAL

Are you ready to be
professionally challenged?
Are you looking to be part of
a dynamic team of engaged
and committed profession-
als? Then the State Hospital
System (SHS) may be just
the place for you! Whether
in a direct-care or support
role, your contribution will
make a difference in the life
of a Texan.

ANNOUNCING
INCREASED SALARIES
LVNʼs up to $4072.01 per

month DOE
RNʼs up to $5755 per month

DOE
PNAʼs starting at $2312.85

per month

PART TIME POSITIONS
NOW AVAILABLE

For more information on jobs
and salaries:
CALL Paula at
(432) 268-7464 or
Submit a resume to
jennifer.patton@hhsc.state.tx.us
for initial screening; applica-
tion process will be initiated
at a later time.

or visit us at:
Big Spring State Hospital
1901 N. Hwy 87 Big Spring,
TX 79720

Now hiring! Elite Pipeline
Services, located in Ira,
Texas is looking for experi-
enced roustabout laborers for
pipeline, lease and plant
work. Experience in poly &
steel pipelines and oil & gas
facility construction & main-
tenance is a must. Competit-
ive Pay, Company paid bene-
fits, Paid vacation, advance-
ment opportunities & safety
training offered. Must have a
valid DL & pass a DOT drug
screen. Please email resume
to info@elitepipeline.net or
pick up an application at
1922 Austin Street
Colorado City, TX

Now hiring! Elite Pipeline
Services, located in Ira,
Texas is looking for an
experienced heavy equip-
ment operator for pipeline,
lease and plant work. Must
have a current and valid
CDL. Competitive Pay,
Company paid benefits, Paid
vacation. Must pass a DOT
drug screen. Please email
resume to
info@elitepipeline.net or pick
up an application at
1922 Austin Street
Colorado City, TX

Help Wanted
Fuel Tanker Driver Needed.
Requires Class A CDL
w/Hazmat. 2 years
tanker/fuel preferred. Local
hauling. No overnights.
432-683-2868 or
432-260-0606.

Parkview Skilled Care and
Rehabilitation is seeking an
Admission/Case Manager
R.N. to join our team.

Mostly Monday –Friday
10am-6pm and approxim-
ately one weekend per
month. (Must be somewhat
flexible due to the nature of
the business).

Must be a fast learner and be
able to multi-task. Long Term
care experience preferred.

•Great Family Working
environment

•Competitive Pay

•Health, Vision, and Dental

•401K

•Life and Supplemental
Insurance

•Paid Vacation time

You can apply on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at 3200 Parkway
Road.

Landscaping Help Needed
Please call 432-213-0031

Needing an experienced
Maintenance Person/make
ready person with valid DL &
a means of communication.
For job info call Mike Munoz
with Maple Properties LLC
(432) 264-6337

Now Hiring
CDL Driver, Mechanics &
Dispatcher Full-Time
Call (432) 664-0652

Parkview Skilled Care and
Rehab is currently accepting
applications for a 2pm-10pm
Charge Nurse who is motiv-
ated, caring and that loves
the elderly. We offer Compet-
itive Pay, Benefits and a
Great Family working
environment!
You can apply on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at 3200 Parkway.

Help Wanted
The Colorado River
Municipal Water District is
accepting applications for
following positions.

Central Control Operator –
Responsible for monitoring
water flows, pressures, and
tank levels using SCADA
system. Perform administrat-
ive support including record-
ing readings, monitoring
phones and basic data entry.
Basic computer skills includ-
ing Excel needed. This posi-
tion involves shift work.

Water Resources
Technician – Position is
responsible for monitoring
and managing the Districtʼs
Groundwater Monitoring Pro-
gram and monitoring water
quantities throughout the Dis-
trictʼs water supply systems.
The ideal candidate will have
progressive experience in
data acquisition and project
management. Prior hydro-
logy experience preferred.

Electrician – Responsible for
maintaining the Districtʼs con-
trol panels, motors, electric
substations and power lines.
Intermediate level position,
good understanding of elec-
tricity required.

Electronics Technician –
Responsible for installing, re-
pairing, and maintaining com-
munication equipment includ-
ing mobile radios and mi-
crowave communication
equipment, supporting the
Districtʼs SCADA system. In-
termediate level position, pri-
or experience with PLCs and
programming preferred.

Applications are required and
are available at the Districtʼs
office, 400 E. 24TH Street,
Big Spring, Texas or by
calling (432) 267-6341.

The Wood Group is hiring
Mental Health Aides for
Residential facility. Weekend
position (8am to 8pm) and
PRN shifts available. No
certifications required for this
position. A high school
diploma or equivalent is
required. To apply visit our
website
www.thewoodgroup.us
and fax your application to
432-264-2773. For questions
call 432-264-2752.

Tire Tech Needed. Apply at
Tire Time 507 E 3rd St., Big
Spring, TX . starting pay
$12.00 hr and higher DOE.
40 hours weekly. Sundays
off. Drug test required. Con-
tact Mike or Sarah.

We are looking for an
ambitious, creative, self-
starter, to fill a staff writer role
at the Big Spring Herald. Do
you have a heart to share
others stories and the desire
to be involved in your com-
munity? We want to hear
from you!

Responsibilities and Duties:
This individual would provide
news coverage, build pages,
and update social media ac-
counts/website.

Qualifications and Skills;
Indesign and Photoshop are
a plus, but will train the right
person. We are looking for a
creative, outgoing individual
familiar with social media.
Must be a self-starter, and be
able to meet deadlines.

Individual will be responsible
for several areas of cover-
age, from feature stories to
hard news. Must have a flex-
ible schedule.

Contact Amanda Duforat
432-263-7331 Ext. 230
or email
editor@bigspringherald.com
for questions or to submit
your resume.

Job Type: Full Time

Help Wanted

We are looking for an
ambitious, creative, self-
starter, to fill a staff writer role
at the Big Spring Herald. Do
you have a heart to share
others stories and the desire
to be involved in your com-
munity? We want to hear
from you!

Responsibilities and Duties:
This individual would provide
news coverage, build pages,
and update social media ac-
counts/website.

Qualifications and Skills;
Indesign and Photoshop are
a plus, but will train the right
person. We are looking for a
creative, outgoing individual
familiar with social media.
Must be a self-starter, and be
able to meet deadlines.

Individual will be responsible
for several areas of cover-
age, from feature stories to
hard news. Must have a flex-
ible schedule.

Contact Amanda Duforat
432-263-7331 Ext. 230
or email
editor@bigspringherald.com
for questions or to submit
your resume.

Job Type: Full Time

We are looking for an
outgoing, ambitious

individual to fill a role at
the Big Spring Herald!

Are you eager to increase
your income?

Do you like to socialize and
meet new people?

We want to hear from you!

Responsibilities and Duties:
This individual will be

responsible for contacting
businesses and selling
newspaper advertising.

Qualifications and Skills:
Knowledge of Microsoft

programs is preferred, but will
train the right person.

Organization, creativity and
strong people skills is a plus.

Must have reliable
transportation and a valid

driver's license.

Bring resume to
Big Spring Herald

at 710 Scurry or email
publisher@

bigspringherald.com

Job Type: Full Time

Help Wanted

We are looking for an
outgoing, ambitious

individual to fill a role at
the Big Spring Herald!

Are you eager to increase
your income?

Do you like to socialize and
meet new people?

We want to hear from you!

Responsibilities and Duties:
This individual will be

responsible for contacting
businesses and selling
newspaper advertising.

Qualifications and Skills:
Knowledge of Microsoft

programs is preferred, but will
train the right person.

Organization, creativity and
strong people skills is a plus.

Must have reliable
transportation and a valid

driver's license.

Bring resume to
Big Spring Herald

at 710 Scurry or email
publisher@

bigspringherald.com

Job Type: Full Time

Items for Sale
Seasoned Oak Firewood.
$425/full cord, & $240/half
cord. Delivered & Stacked.
Call 512-913-7406 or
512-913-8297

Public Notice
AAA Mini Storage
3301 E. FM 700

Big Spring, TX 79720
432-263-0732

Auction Sale Notice

Vickie M. Green Unit #25
Rebecca Hotz Unit #171
Tammy T. Torres Burgos
Unit #180
Darrell L. Pollock Unit #208
Buster S. Casey Unit #214
James Baum Unit #284
Linda R. Torres Unit #321
Jeffrey L. Frame Unit #268
Firio Valdez Unit # OP19

AAA Mini Storage, 3301 E.
FM 700, Big Spring, TX
79720, has possessory lien
on all of the goods stored in
the prospective units above.
All these items of personal
property are being sold pur-
suant to the assertion of the
lien on Jan. 18, 2020 at
11:00 A.M in order to collect
the amounts due from you.
The sale will take place at
3301 E. FM 700, Big Spring,
TX 79720.

Real Estate for Rent
1 & 3 Bedroom
Houses for Rent.
References Required.
Central Air & Heat.
Call Richard 432-201-0539
107 East 25th St. 3 bdrm/1
bath. All appliances included.
$1000/month, $1000/deposit.
1-2 Adults maximum. No
Smoking/Pets. References
required. Call 432-213-2319
1311 Tuscon, 2 BDR, 1 Bath,
Garage, CH/CA. Rent 895,
Deposit 750. Application
Required. 432.816.1255
1800 Laurie St. 3 bedroom
1 & 1/2 Bath
Call 432-270-8525
2615 Fairchild, Large 2
Bedroom, 1 Bath. Appli-
ances included. Wood and
tile floors. Fenced front and
back yard. $950/Month,
$400/Dep. Call Richard
432-599-0096
410 Father Delaney St.
2 Bed (possible 3) 1 Bath
No Utilities Included
1200/month all Bills Paid or
1000 plus Bills 1000/Deposit
No Inside Pets
Contact 510-415-5113 or
432-816-4470
Affordable Country Living-
OASIS RV Park has Spaces
& Travel Trailers for Rent.
Call 432-517-0062 or
264-9907.

BIG
SPRING 

HERALD
710 Scurry 
PO Box 1431
Big Spring, TX 

Phone 432-263-7331
Fax 432-264-7205
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By Holiday Mathis

By Steve Becker

Full Moon
Roofing
Insured & Bonded

H FREE Real Estate Roof Inspections
H 26 Gauge Metal

We build pitched roofs

432-267-5478
FREE ESTIMATES 288373

FREE UPGRADES

ROOFING

Accepting
Visa-Mastercard-Discover

Credit Cards
JUST IN!

(5) Semi Trucks Of
30 Year Shingles!

LOWEST PRICE IN TOWN

2008, 2009 &
2010 Winner

Abilene’s Favorite 
House Leveler

 in ARN Readers’ 
Choice Award

B&B House Leveling
& Foundation Repair

• Repairs on Solid Slab, 
   Pier & Beam Foundations
• Void Filling & Mud Jacking
• Landscape Friendly

The Big Country’s only provider 
for non-corrosive Steel Piers

LOCALLY OWNED & FAMILY OPERATED FOR 67 Years

325-675-6613 • Abilene, TX •800-335-4037
Owner: Rick Burrow

Licensed & Bonded for Home Owner's Protection
Insurance Claims Welcome • Free Inspections • Senior Citizens & Military Discounts22

20
46

If it’s not a deep driven steel pier,
it’s not a steel pier.

Capable of 90 ft. in depth!
BBB

A+ RATING

LIFETIME TRANSFERABLE 
GUARANTEE

Foundation Repair is Our Specialty & Only Work Our Company Does!

Cosmic Self-Appreciation 
Day 

      ARIES (March 21-April 
19). Every time you act 
from your inner authority, 
you grow in confidence 
and charisma. Check in 
with yourself to make sure 
you're making decisions 
that are not just right for the 
eyes of society but are right 
for you. 

      TAURUS (April 20-
May 20). With children or 
those who can't care for 
themselves, it's appropriate 
to participate unselfishly. 
But in relationships with 
capable adults, if only one 
person is doing the caring 
and compromising, it's a 
problem. 

      GEMINI (May 21-
June 21). You have a fully 
formed identity beyond the 
time you spend with loved 
ones, and this is part of 
what makes it so exciting 
to spend time together. 
Everyone brings unique 
attributes to the table.  

      CANCER (June 22-
July 22). People change 
when they want to and are 
ready to and know how to. 
You may want to change, 
or you may want someone 
else to. Staying out of one 
another's process and still 
being supportive will be 

tricky 
and yet 
doable. 

      LEO 
(July 
23-Aug. 
22). 
Love 
is not 
blind. 
It is 
actually 
love's 
de-
ceiving 
doppel-
ganger, 
infatua-
tion, that 
chemi-
cally al-
ters the 
mind, affecting perception 
in numerous ways. Account 
for this phenomenon with 
today's fixations. 

      VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). You will ponder what 
you are and what you 
might be. The insights 
available to you await in a 
quiet space outside of the 
day's events and responsi-
bilities.  

      LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). You've tried things 
that worked and things that 
didn't. As you experiment, 
watch out for a rebound sit-
uation. Opposite energies 
can be equally harmful. 

Often the 
best route 

out of 
harm's 
way is 
a side 
step. 

      
SCOR-
PIO 
(Oct. 
24-Nov. 
21). If 
you feel 
an over-
whelm-
ing urge 
toward 
the 
energies 
of pity or 
rescue, 

this is a red flag to heed. It 
points to a tendency to take 
responsibility for more than 
you should in the deal.

      SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). You are a role 
model to people. You forget 
this but will be reminded 
of it today with the flattery 
of copycats. It really is the 
biggest compliment, though 
it also makes you think 
twice about what you're 
modeling.   

      CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Multitasking isn't 
usually the best way to get 
things done, but today you 
have a knack for working 

on 10 things at once. As 
long as two of the 10 things 
aren't driving and texting, 
the day will be a winner.

      AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). You'll meet some-
one in a position to accept 
your gifts and help you go 
places -- that is if you know 
where you want to go. If 
you can't show it on a map, 
then try and relay as vivid a 
picture of it as possible.

      PISCES (Feb. 
19-March 20). What do you 
think would happen if you 
were to raise your expecta-
tions of love? You might be 
disappointed or delighted 
by the way people rise to 
the occasion. It's a risk that 
could be worth it.

      TODAY'S BIRTHDAY 
(Jan. 8). People depend 
on you, and this puts the 
fire in your belly to make 
something happen. You'll 
learn tips and tricks that 
turn into money and rela-
tionships. You'll experience 
closeness, fun and a great 
sense of safety inside of 
love. Libra and Virgo adore 
you. Your lucky numbers 
are: 5, 20, 44, 18 and 9. 

Write Holiday Mathis at 
HolidayMathis.com.

COPYRIGHT 2020 
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New Year's Resolutions 
Redux

      Dear Annie: New Year's 
Day is approaching, and it's 
time for new resolutions. I'm 
ashamed to say that mine 
will be the same it is every 
year. My goal is to get into 
shape. Each year, I start 
with a few workouts but 
quickly fall back into my old 
lazy routine and let my diet 
slip. I've tried joining a gym, 
fitness classes, running and 
walking. Nothing will stick. I 
really want to keep it up this 
year, but I'm already afraid 
I'll fail. How do people stick 
with it? -- Out of Shape

      Dear Shape: First of all, 
don't wait for New Year's 
Day. Start today, especially 
because it seems that you 
are motivated. Procras-
tinating makes it more 
difficult to begin and to stick 
to a routine. Second, my 
favorite wellness advice 
is that the best workout is 
the one you'll do. That can 
vary from person to person. 
For some, it may be group 
fitness classes. For others, 
it may be outdoor running. 
And still others may find a 
stationary fitness machine is 
their workout of choice. All 
of these are great options. 
   Set clear and achievable 
objectives. Perhaps it's 
around a number of work-
outs per week or a duration. 
Keep yourself accountable. 
Find a friend with the same 
goals. Also try hiring a per-
sonal trainer who can tailor 
a workout to your needs 
or what you like best. For 
tighter budgets, consider 
using a fitness app, many 

of which have accountability 
and progress programs built 
in. Watching your progress 
will keep you motivated and 
on track. Good luck!

      Dear Annie: My sister-
in-law hosted Thanksgiving 
for our large family one 
year, even accommodating 
out-of-town family mem-
bers. After cooking and 
prepping and setting the ta-
ble, she said that we could 
sit wherever we'd like. The 
kids had their own separate 
table. The meal was deli-
cious, and we enjoyed each 
other's company.
   After everyone ate, my 
sister-in-law announced 
for all of us to reach under 
our chairs. Earlier that day, 
she had put sticky notes 
under each chair with a task 
written on the note. They 
included "clear the table," 
"dry the dishes" and "box 
up leftovers" -- you get the 
picture. One of them (hers) 
read, "play with the grand-
kids," which we considered 
a well-deserved break for 
her after all that meal prep!
   There was no arguing or 
pouting or trading of tasks. 
Everyone did his or her job, 
and the cleanup was very 
fast.
   In a short time, we were 
all able to go for a walk 
and watch football without 
worrying about how the 
seemingly arduous task of 
clearing and cleaning was 
going to be shared.
   Now, whenever I have a 
large sit-down dinner for 
ANY occasion that involves 
oblivious (read: lazy) family 
members, I implement my 
very wise sister-in-law's 

idea. -- Everyone Chips In

      Dear Everyone Chips 
In: What a clever idea. 
I love it! Thank you for 
sharing.

      Dear Annie: I just read 
the letter from a reader who 
was put off by businesses 
such as Starbucks that have 
a habit of asking for a name 
with each order. Please al-
low me to share a trick I've 
been using for years.
   Because I have a name 
that is often mispronounced, 
I give a fake name when 
asked. And to make it 
easier for me to remember, 
I always use the same one 
-- one of my favorite tennis 
players from yesteryear. 
So when I hear "Connors" 
called, I know that my cof-
fee or my table is ready.
   This both protects my pri-
vacy and spares the server 
or hostess the difficulty of 
trying to figure out how to 
say my name. -- Old What-
shisname

      Dear Old Whatshis-
name: I'm printing your 
letter because I received a 
lot of letter with the same 
suggestion -- to use a 
fake name. Your tip about 
repeating the same fake 
name is a good one, though 
I'm not sure Jimmy Con-
nors, one of the greatest 
tennis players of all time, 
would be crazy about it.

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to 

dearannie@creators.com.
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RHULE
Continued from Page 5

"You have a new owner who is committed to doing things the best way. He's 
a very much a process-oriented person," Rhule told ESPN Central Texas radio 
on Tuesday. “That is really all I wanted. I wanted to go to a place that isn’t go-
ing to flail in the wind, that is going to be rooted and has a process they believe 
in. As we talked last night it was clear their process and my process could be 
one and the same.”

Rhule said it was difficult to leave Baylor, but that “I felt like my work was 
done and it was time to try and turn around another program.”

Rhule has a history of rebuilding college teams.
He was named Baylor’s coach on Dec. 6, 2016, after an investigation found 

the private Baptist university had not responded adequately to allegations of 
sexual assault by players, resulting in the firing of Art Briles. The Bears went 
1-11 in their first season under Rhule in 2017 with a depleted roster, but the 
team improved to 7-6 in 2018 and won a bowl game. Baylor went 11-1 in the 
regular season in 2019 before losing to Oklahoma in the Big 12 championship 
game and Georgia in the Sugar Bowl.

Prior to Baylor, Rhule also helped rebuild Temple’s program, leading the 
Owls to back-to-back 10-win seasons in 2015 and 2016 after going 2-10 in his 
first season. 

The Panthers are also in need of a major rebuild.
Carolina suffered seven-game losing streaks in the second half of the 2018 

and 2019 seasons, and failed to reach the playoffs. The Panthers haven’t won a 
playoff game since 2015, when they went 15-1 in the regular season and lost to 
the Denver Broncos in the Super Bowl.

This marks the first time the Panthers have dipped into the collegiate ranks 
to hire a head coach. Previous coaches were Dom Capers, George Seifert, John 

Fox and Rivera. Perry Fewell was the interim coach after Rivera was fired, 
going 0-4.

The decision represents a bit of gamble for Tepper considering Rhule has 
only spent one season working in the NFL, that coming as an assistant offen-
sive line coach for the Giants in 2012.

Shortly after Tepper fired Rivera, he seemed to downplay the possibility of 
hiring a college coach, saying, “I do understand the difficulty of the transition 
(from college) though. ... Anybody who’s been around football understands the 
difficulty of that transition.”

Tepper also said at the time he wanted a coach with an offensive background 
who would bring a “modern and innovative approach” to the game.

The team interviewed former Packers coach Mike McCarthy and Chiefs of-
fensive coordinator Eric Bieniemy, and had planned to talk with Patriots of-
fensive coordinator Josh McDaniels and Vikings offensive coordinator Kevin 
Stefanski later in the week.

But Tepper made the decision that Rhule was his guy.
Rhule was a walk-on linebacker at Penn State, winning three bowl games.
The son of a preacher, he has coached on both offense and defense during his 

coaching career, which began in 1998 at Albright College.
Tepper stressed in December it will take time to build the Panthers into a 

consistent winner — but he’s willing to be patient.
“If you don’t think it takes time to build something great, if you think some-

thing great gets built in one second, then that’s wrong,” he said. “You shouldn’t 
expect it, fans shouldn’t expect it. I’m not talking about one year, I’m talking 
of a standard that will be built and sustained, OK?”

Rhule now must hire a coaching staff.
He is close with Detroit Lions quarterbacks coach Sean Ryan, who could be 

a potential candidate as offensive coordinator. Baylor defensive coordinator 
Phil Snow could be a candidate to fill that same role with Carolina.

By TOM CANAVAN 
AP Sports Writer

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. (AP) — New England 
Patriots assistant Joe Judge probably is going to 
have to wait another day before finalizing a con-
tract to become the somewhat surprising choice as 
head coach of the four-time champion New York 
Giants.

The team and representatives for Judge worked 
most of Tuesday on a deal to bring the 38-year-old 
to the Meadowlands in New Jersey to revive a fran-
chise that tumbled to the bottom of the NFL in re-
cent years, a person familiar with the negotiations 
told The Associated Press.

The person spoke to the AP on condition of ano-
nymity Tuesday because the deal is not done. The 
person did not expect the contract to be finalized 
until Wednesday at the earliest.

Mentored by Bill Belichick and Nick Saban in a 
15-year career, Judge would become a head coach 
for the first time. He would be one of the youngest 
NFL coaches, but still five years older than Sean 
McVay of the Los Angeles Rams, who at 33 is the 
league's youngest.

Judge has won three Super Bowls with New Eng-
land in eight years as an assistant on Belichick's 
staff. He was the fifth candidate the Giants inter-
viewed since firing Pat Shurmur on Dec. 30, but he 
was not considered among the front-runners until 
having an impressive interview on Monday.

The early leading candidates were Baylor coach 
Matt Rhule and former Packers coach Mike McCar-
thy.

McCarthy was interviewed on Friday, but he 
agreed Monday to become the Dallas Cowboys' new 
coach. Rhule, who was supposed to interview with 

New York on Tuesday, signed a seven-year, $62 mil-
lion contract with the Carolina Panthers on Tues-
day, a person familiar with that deal told AP.

The third new coach tabbed for the NFC East in 
a week — Ron Rivera was hired by the Washington 
Redskins on Wednesday — Judge would take over 
a team that went 4-12 and 5-11 in Shurmur's two 
seasons and has been to the playoffs just once since 
winning the Super Bowl after the 2011 season. He 
would be the Giants' fourth head coach since Tom 
Coughlin was let go after the 2015 season. Ben McA-
doo, hired in 2016, didn't last two seasons. Steve 
Spagnuolo, currently Kansas City's defensive coor-
dinator, served as interim coach after McAdoo was 
fired in '17.

Judge, the Patriots' special teams coordinator 
and wide receivers coach, would inherit a team 
with a talented young quarterback in Daniel Jones 
and former rookie of the year running back Sa-
quon Barkley. The Giants have the fourth pick in 
this year's draft and approximately $85 million in 
salary-cap money to spend.

The Patriots lost to the Tennessee Titans on Sat-
urday night in the wild-card round.

Judge joined the Patriots as a special teams assis-
tant in 2012 and helped guide them to Super Bowls 
titles in the 2014, '16 and '18 seasons.

Before joining New England, he spent three years 
in the same role under Saban at Alabama. He won 
titles with the Crimson Tide in 2009 and '11. He 
also coached at Mississippi State and Birmingham-
Southern.

With Judge as special teams coordinator since 
2015, New England consistently ranked as one of 
the NFL's top units. He added receivers to his re-
sponsibilities in 2019. He coached kicker Stephen 
Gostkowski to the All-Pro team in 2015 and special 

teams captain Matt Slater to the same honors in 
2016 and this season.

Belichick called Judge "an excellent coach" and 
said he excelled in his added duties this season.

"Joe's done a great job. He's done a great job with 
the kicking game," Belichick said. "He's expanded 
the role a little bit and that's kind of had a little bit 
of a ripple effect in the way we've organized the 
kicking game, but that's all worked out pretty effi-
ciently. Joe's done a good job of organizing that, as 
well as taking care on some other things with the 
offense and particularly receivers."

Judge met with Giants co-owner John Mara, gen-
eral manager Dave Gettleman and vice president 
of football operations Kevin Abrams at the team's 
New Jersey headquarters on Monday.

The Giants had been expected to interview Pa-
triots offensive coordinator Josh McDaniels this 
week along with Baylor's Rhule. But Rhule did not 
interview with them, the person familiar with the 
coaching situation said.

New York also had been given permission by Dal-
las to speak with former Cowboys coach Jason Gar-
rett about the head coaching job. An interview was 
planned later this week, the person said.

Garrett's contract with the Cowboys does not ex-
pire until next week.

There have been reports the Giants are consider-
ing Garrett for a job as a coordinator or quarter-
backs coach, but the person said the new coach will 
determine his staff.

Others interviewed were Kris Richard, the Dallas 
defensive assistant coach and former Seattle defen-
sive coordinator; Chiefs offensive coordinator Eric 
Bieniemy; and Ravens defensive coordinator Don 
Martindale.

AP source: Giants nearing deal with Pats’ Judge to be coach

By KRISTIE RIEKEN 
AP Sports Writer

HOUSTON (AP) — The Houston Texans over-
came a 16-point deficit to get a 22-19 overtime win 
against the Buffalo Bills in the first round of the 
playoffs.

Now they move on to face Kansas City, where 
they'll look for a win to reach the AFC champion-
ship game for the first time in franchise history. 
Sunday will be Houston's fourth trip to the divi-
sional round and second under coach Bill O'Brien.

They last reached this round in the 2016 season 
when they were eliminated by the New England 
Patriots in a 34-16 loss. The Texans were also de-
feated by the Patriots in the second round in the 
2012 season and lost to the Ravens in their first trip 
to that round in the 2011 season.

"These guys understand the opportunity in front 
of them and they understand what it's going to take 
in Arrowhead Stadium against a great football 
team," O'Brien said. "They're very appreciative of 
the opportunity and they're going to do everything 
they can to try to take advantage of it."

Houston trailed 16-0 in the third quarter before 
scoring 19 straight points to take the lead in the 
fourth quarter on Saturday. The Bills tied it with a 
late field goal to force overtime.

Deshaun Watson avoided two sacks to make a 
remarkable play that resulted in a 34-yard comple-
tion that set up the winning field goal in overtime.

That Houdini-like escape was just the latest in a 
career where Watson has shown a knack for mak-
ing highlight-reel plays. But as good as that one 
was, O'Brien believes a play Watson made against 
Oakland earlier this season when he took a cleat 
to the face before throwing a touchdown pass was 

better.
"I'm very lucky," O'Brien said. "I've seen some in-

credible plays and that was an incredible play. But 
I think that when you get kicked in the eye and you 
still are able to complete a touchdown pass, I'm not 
sure that you can surpass that."

WHAT'S WORKING
Watson's play on Saturday was the catalyst in 

Houston's comeback. The third-year quarterback 
threw for 247 yards and a touchdown and ran for 
55 yards and another score in the win. Most impor-
tantly, Watson didn't turn the ball over after throw-
ing five interceptions combined in his previous 
three games.

WHAT NEEDS HELP
Houston must improve its pass protection after 

Watson was sacked seven times and hit 12 other 
times against Buffalo.

"We've got to do a better job at that," O'Brien said.
But O'Brien was quick to point out that the prob-

lems are not just the fault of the offensive line.
"There's a lot of keys to that," O'Brien said. "At the 

end of the day it comes down to communication, 
everybody being on the same page, how they see 
the defense ... everybody's involved, Deshaun's in-
volved, the line's involved, the receivers, the tight 
ends, the backs."

STOCK UP
Outside linebacker Jacob Martin had his best 

game of the season on Saturday. Martin, who was 
part of the trade that sent 2014 top overall pick Jade-
veon Clowney to Seattle, had a sack, two quarter-
back hits and recovered a fumble against the Bills.

STOCK DOWN
WR Keke Coutee was active on Saturday but was 

the only player aside from backup quarterback 
A.J. McCarron who didn't play. Coutee, who had 

110 yards receiving with a touchdown in Houston's 
playoff game last season, has fallen out of favor 
this season and his playing time has diminished 
despite receiver Will Fuller dealing with injuries. 

Texans up for challenge of facing Chiefs in divisional round


