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Parmer County COVID-19 stats as of February 2, 2021

Depot receives needed repairs
By Jeri Lynn White

Without the usual functions 
in the city park, it would be 
easy to miss the exciting im-
provements happening at the 
Depot. Hopefully by summer 
or early fall, community activ-
ities will resume and everyone 
can again enjoy and appreci-
ate the new renovations at the 
historical building.  

The Depot was first moved 
and restored in 1985. Around 
2015, the windows were re-
placed and new trim was 
added. However, age and 
weather have taken their tole. 
So once again improvements 
are needed. Over the last sev-

eral weeks, a new door has 
been added as well as repair-
ing and painting the ceiling, 
walls, and window trim in-
side. Soon the wood floors will 
be refurbished as well. Fol-
lowing these indoor repairs, 
as we move into spring and 
the weather improves, rotting 
trim will be replaced and the 
outside will get a much need-
ed paint job.  

Over the years the Depot 
has held many events in-
cluding fundraising teas and 
special guest speakers. More 
recently the Depot is used 
during Maize Days for quilt or 

photography shows, during 
Christmas in the park, and to 
hold meetings from our state 
and federal leaders.  

This year due to COVID 
concerns, the annual meeting 
of the Friona Heritage Society 
will not take place. Rather, the 
organization would like to up-
date the public with the reno-
vation information and a cur-
rent financial statement. As of 
January 1, 2021, the checking 
account holds $1,538.74 and 
a CD worth $2,418.89. These 
funds will be used to support 
the renovation efforts and the 
ongoing upkeep of the Depot.

Friona High School senior 
Juan Diego Salinas was se-
lected as a member of the 
Padilla Poll Coaches 2020 
All-State Team for Class 3A, 
Division II. Juan was hon-
ored as a 1st Team All-State 
defensive back. The Chief-
tain standout was the lead-
ing tackler for the team with 
a total of 107, of which 44 
were unassisted. Friona’s #8 
also had three interceptions 
and a fumble recovery.

In December, Juan was 
named 1st team Academic 
All-State by the Texas Army 

Juan Salinas

Salinas selected to coaches all-state team

National Guard and Texas 
High School Coaches Asso-

ciation. 
The Padilla Poll knows 

football. Carl Padilla is Texas 
high school football’s most 
highly-respected rankings 
expert. “The Godfather of 
Texas High School Football” 
works closely with Dave 
Campbell’s Texas Football 
to predict Top 25’s and 
district finishes for its 
annual publication. Carl is 
also an acclaimed pundit 
and prognosticator. Check 
out the website at www.
padillapoll.com to learn 
more.

City Manager Lee Da-
vila has been accepted 
into Texas Tech’s Certified 
Public Manager (CPM) 
program.  The CPM pro-
gram focuses on practical 
management skills, taught 
primarily through exam-
ple and group exercises. 
The program draws on 
local and national faculty 
resources for training. The 
entire program consists of 
21 total sessions spread 
over a year’s period. In 
addition, a final written 
project designed to tie 
together the principal el-
ements of the training is 
required. 

The program is admin-
istered by the Center for 
Public Service at Texas 
Tech University. Upon 
successful completion of 
the CPM program, par-

Davila Accepted into Certified 
Public Manager Program

ticipants are entitled to 
use nationally recognized 
Certified Public Manager 
designation in recogni-
tion of their achievement 
and are eligible to become 
Fellows of the Ameri-
can Academy of Certified 
Public Managers. A state-
wide graduation ceremo-
ny is also held in Austin.

David Martinez and Kambree Kimbrough were crowned Basketball King and 
Queen Tuesday night at the 2021 Basketball Senior Recognition Night cere-
mony. Complete coverage of the event can be found on page 6.

Miss Friona contestants (l-r) Kambree Kimbrough, Esperanza Santiago, Anahi Gonzalez, Rebecca 
Schlenker, and Emma Schueler are preparing for the Miss Friona Pageant which will be broadcast from 
Milk House Market at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 9th via a live feed from the Friona Chamber of 
Commerce Facebook page. See more details on page 10.

Johnny Alvarez, and crew. have been refurbishing the Depot the past few 
weeks. Birds had found their way in but could not get out and therefore caused 
quite a bit a damage. The outside of the Depot will also get a facelift as soon as 
the inside repairs are finished and warmer weather arrives. Courtesy photo. 
If you would like to make a donation to help with repairs you can contact Jeri 
Lynn White.
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DOWN

  1  TXism: “_  ___
      hombre” (mean)
  5  lawn implement
  6  TXism: “stuffed
      shirt”
  7  TXism: “It’ll __ in
      a pinch”  
  8  TX Coburn won
      1978 Pulitzer for
      “The ___ Game”
  9  this Mickey hit first
      Astrodome homer
15  Mavericks zealots
16  TX “Operation Game  
      Thief” targets
18  TX “Babe’s” status
      as an Olympian
20  Texas among 
      the states 
22  rifle failure
27  TEA tries to lower
      the dropout ____
28  teeth corrections
      for TX teens
29  not finished
30  TXism: “smart __
      _  ___ full of owls”
32  TXism: “got a mind
      __” (inclined)
33  LBJ proposed on
      the _____  ____
      with Lady Bird
36  Hawaiian two-step?
37  Biblical transport
38  tropical tune by
      TX Jim Reeves
39  former Houston oil
      fire business: 
      “Red ____  __”
41  Crowell H.S. class
42  TX Toomay’s “__
      ___ Given Sunday”
45  it can be proper

  1  in Smith County
      on highway135
  2  TXism: “beer shed”
  3  TXism: “happy as
      _  ___  __  _ candy  
      store”
  4  political protests
  8  TXism: “that’s the
      ball ____” (over)
  9  TXism: “don’t bite
      off ____  ____  
      ___  ___ chew”
10  Ozona H.S. class  
11  former TX First 
      Lady Connally (init.)  
12  TXism: “if it ain’t
      true, _____  ____
      _ liar in Texas”
13  mother-in-law of 
      11-down
14  Rangers sports-
      caster Nadel

46  TXism: “I ___ like
      death warmed over”
47  Staubach’s military branch
48  former country network
49  TXism: “______  __  _
      baby’s bottom”
52  TXism: “take the ____”
      (quit drinking)
53  TXism: “fits like
      sardines in _  ___”
54  discoverer of the East TX
      oil field: C.M. “___” Joiner

55  TXism: “___-
      horse town”

15  TXism: “suits
      me to a
      ____-____-well”
16  TXism: “___  _ 
      pencil to it”
      (calculate)
17  cowboy hat brand
19  “___ on down the
      road”
21  TX Vikki Carr 1989
      release: “___
      Hombres”
22  TXism: “__chacha”
      (girl)
23  treaty that led to 
      destruction of TX
      missiles
24  former missile 
      defense prog.

25  in Goliad: Presidio
      La Bahia
      (____  __ the Bay)
26  Dallas founder
      John Neely Bryan  
      died in the State   
      ______ Asylym 
28  ____ Karolyi 
      trained gymnasts
      in Houston

31  a TX Gatlin brother
34  make a phone call
35  TXism: “up and __
      ’em juice” (coffee)
37  across the border  
      from Del Rio:   
      Ciudad _____
40  TX Ely, et al.
43  film “Viet___, Texas”
44  guacamole source
50  George H.W.
      supported the North
      American Free 
      ____ Agreement
51  TXism: “couldn’t find  
      an egg under a
      sitting ___” (stupid)
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Clint Mears • Executive Editor
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Nathan Parson • Production Editor/IT
Evelyn Romero • Accounting

Community Calendar
Send Calendar information to:  frionastar@wtrt.net

call (806) 250-2211 or fax  (806) 250-5127

February 12
• Deadline at 5 p.m. for candidates 
to file for May 1st election

February 14
• Valentine’s Day

February 15
• President’s Day
• Friona Noon Lions Club meeting at The Farmwife Kitchen
• Senior Citizens meal at noon in the Senior Citizens Center

February 16
• Snack Pak for Kids at Friona United Methodist 
Church at 3 p.m. (volunteers welcome)

February 17
• Ash Wednesday

February 18
• Senior Citizens meal at noon in the Senior Citizens Center

U.S. Government
President: Donald J. Trump, The White House, 1600 Penn-

sylvania Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20500. 202-456-1111, 
fax 202-456-2461, email comments@whitehouse.gov.

Senator: John Cornyn, 517 Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510 202-224-2934, fax 202-228-2856.

Senator: Ted Cruz B40B Dirksen Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510 202-224-5922. 

Representative: Jodey Arrington, 2019 Longworth, House 
Office Building, 202-225-4005. Lubbock District Office, 1312 
Texsas Ave. #219, Lubbock, TX 79401. Abilene District Office, 
500 Chestnut St. #819, Abilene, TX 79602

State
Governor: Greg Abbott, Office of the Governor, P.O. Box 

12428, Austin, Tx 78711-2428, 512-463-2000.
Senator: Kel Seliger, P.O. Box 12068, Capitol Station, Austin, 

Tx 78711. 512-463-0131. Amarillo office; P.O. Box 9155, Ama-
rillo, 79105. 806-374-8994.

Representative: John T. Smithee, Room CAP1W.10, Capi-
tol P.O. Box 2910, Austin, Tx 78768. 512-463-0702. fax 512-476-
7016. Amarillo office; 320 So. Polk, 1st Floor, Lobby box 28, 
Amarillo 79101. 806-372-3327, fax 806-342-0327.

ON YOUR PAYROLL
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Wash your hands
Stay 6 feet away
Wear your mask

Stay at home if sick

PAGE 2

Bruce and Jo Beth Gipson enjoyed an 
eventful farewell party last Sunday. 
Sheriff Randy Geries made an “honor-
ary arrest” (upper righty) and Santa 
Claus made a drive-by delivery (right). 
John and Kathryn Gurley hosted the 
event and Sherry Alger took the photos. 
Best Wishes to Bruce & Jo Beth.
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Chinese New Year Celebration

Festivals, Food and Fun

Good Wishes and Gifts

stiltwalkers

singers

lion dancers

crowds
dragon dancers

lanterns

fireworks
dinners

red

dumplings

fish

long noodles

oranges

rice cakes

     The Chinese New Year is the longest holiday in 
China. Family, friends, fireworks and lots of fun – like 
stiltwalkers above the crowds – are all part of the 
festivities of the holiday. Can you find and circle all 
these things that are important to families during 
this holiday?

ancestors

prayers

family friends

calendarzodiac animals

cleaning

visiting

shopping

good wishes

gifts

     What gift is given for the New Year in little red packets or envelopes? It is called Tao 
Hongbao or Lai See and is given for good luck. Use the color key to see what it is:

Y = Yellow
R = Red

  I love
surprises,
don’t you?
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                                                           The Chinese New Year celebration begins with 
                                                      New Year’s Day and lasts for 15 days, ending with the 
                                                  Lantern Festival. The Chinese Calendar has a 12-year cycle 
with an animal representing each year. This year it is the ox. Each day of this festival has its 
own traditional customs and events, and more modern ones too, depending upon where 
people live. Join in the fun – make decorations or a dinner to celebrate the Chinese New Year.  

flowers

1. This year, is the Year of the ________.
2. The ox is the second animal in the Chinese ________.
3. In one story, the ox didn’t follow the ________ Emperor’s instructions. He was punished 
    by being forced to help farmers on the Earth. But, the people loved the hard-working ox.
4. People born in the Year of the Ox are said to be ________, hardworking, and active.
5. Their careful planning and strength help to make them great ________ or carpenters.
6. The ox has a hard time talking to people and can be ________ and set in their ways.
7. An ox can be friends with a ________ or a  “rooster,” but won’t get along with a “dragon” or a “tiger”.
8. The ox’s ________ numbers are 1, 4 and 9. But, watch out for 5 and 6 – they’re unlucky!
9. An ox should wear – and decorate with – white, yellow, green or red ________. They can bring good luck.
10. ________ is a popular food in China. More beef is being eaten than ever 
      before, but still not as much as pork. Beef is very expensive.
11. Chinese ________ has a character called Gozu, an ox-headed 
      creature, similar to the famous minotaur from Greek mythology.
12. The ancient art of paper ________  - shaping red paper into an ox or 
      other Zodiac animals - is a popular activity during the New Year.
13. People wear red ________ necklaces and bracelets for good luck; 
      in the year of the Ox, a small metal ox will be dangling from jewelry. 
14. Temple ________ are events where people pray, eat, dance and buy 
      crafts. This is all to honor the Zodiac, the gods and the New Year.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
8

9

10
11

14

12

13

ox
Zodiac

Jade

strong

farmers
stubborn

snake

lucky

colors

meat

mythology

cutting

charm

festivals

Read the clues to fill in the crossword puzzle:

Stiltwalker 
roaming 
above the 
crowds.

1. White
2. Yellow
3. Green
4. Red
5. Black

A. river of flowing water (news will flow or move fast)
B. spring, trees, being creative, jade jewelry is good
C. may bring fame, power, royalty, prosperity
D. powerful color for luck, success and good fortune
E. metal, purity, innocence, death 

Lucky Colors  for an “Ox”
     The person born in the year of the ox may 
wish to wear special colors. Can you match
the colors to what they stand for?
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Newspaper Fun!
 

www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: color
  stuff in!

We’re going to make a Chinese... ...dinner and try many new dishes.

Reported by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office:
Randy Geries, Sheriff

Warranty Deeds recorded at the Parmer County Clerk’s 
Office from January 21, 2020 to January 28, 2021

Susie Spring, County Clerk

From the Friona Star Archives

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1518

       A B A D
       R A K E
       P R I M
         D O
        G I N   M A N T L E
       F A N S  P O A C H E R S
       A M A T E U R   E L I T E
  M I S F I R E  R A T E  B R A C E S
  U N D O N E   A S A T R E E   T O
   F I R S T D A T E  H U L A  A S S
     T A H I T I   A D A I R C O
     O N E A  O N A N Y  N O U N
     F E E L  N A V Y   T N N
          S M O O T H A S A
            C U R E
            A C A N
            D A D
            O N E       

(1/21/21) Julian Cereceres III, Omelas Estefany Rodriguez — 
Patricia Yanez, Gabriel Villarreal — A 7.61 Ac Tract of Parcel in 
the SW Quarter of Sec 12 Township 6 S R 3 E of a Capitol Syndi-
cate in Parmer County and Plat thereof of record in Vol 3 Pg 558 
a 7.61 Ac in Parmer County 

(1/21/21) Tonya Kaye Berndt, Tonya Kaye Schwertner — Kris-
topher Mark Schwertner — All of Garden Lots 9, 10, 15, and 16 
being the SE 1/4 of Sec 8 Township 16 S R 1 E of a Capitol Syn-
dicate Subdiv in Parmer County, All of garden Lots 1, 2, 7, and 
8A Township 16 S R 1 E of a Capitol Syndicate Subdiv and All of 
garden L 9, 10, 15, and 16 of Sec 5 Township 16 S R 1 E Capitol 
Subdiv in Parmer County

 (1/21/21) Tonya Kaye Berndt, Tonya Schwertner — Kris 
Schwertner — A Tract of Land in the SE 1/4 of Sec 21 T9S R1E 
Capitol Syndicate Subdiv in Parmer County 

(1/22/21) Javier Arpero — Manuel Humberto Alvidrez, Ra-
mona Munoz Alvidrez — A Tract of Land in the S 1/2 of NW 1/4 
of Sec 19 T4S R4E in Parmer County 

(1/22/21) Javier Arpero — Jose Luis Castandeda, Maximina 
Munoz Alvidrez — A Tract of Land in the S 1/2 of NW 1/4 of Sec 
19 T4S R4E in Parmer County

 (1/25/21) Amelia Soltero, Epifanio Soltero — Juana Gabriel 
Ralios, Mateo Gutierrez Perez — All of L 2 of Blk 5 of Drake Re-
vised Subdiv in addition to the City of Friona in Parmer County

 (1/25/21) Joe Schilling — Jason Schilling, Tamara Schilling, 
Eunice Schilling, Schilling Living Trust — All of the E/2 of Sec 19 
Township 11 S R 3 E Capitol Syndicate Subdiv in Parmer County

(1/27/21) Andres Bermea, Noeomi Juana Bermea — Alfredo 
Bermea Sr — Lots 21-24 Blk 40 Original Town of Farwell in Par-
mer County

(1/26/21) Tuyisenge Belitele, 23, of Amarillo was arrested by 
the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office on charges of Failing to ID 
and Resisting Arrest, pending County Court.

 (1/27/21) Robyn Kincaid, 35, of Clovis, New Mexico was ar-
rested by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office on charges of Pos-
session of Marijuana < 2 oz, Fine, Court Cost, and 180 days in 
jail; and DWLI, Fine, Court Cost, and 180 days in jail. 

(1/27/21) Alberto Ponce Flores, 31, of Friona was arrested 
by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office on a MTR (Possession of 
Marijuana < 2 oz), pending County Court. 

(1/29/21) Arturo Rodriguez, 30, of Friona was arrested by the 
Friona Police Department on a charge of Assault w/previous, 
pending Grand Jury. 

(1/30/21) Hipolito Dominguez, 31, of Hereford was arrested 
by the Parmer County Sheriff’s office on a charge of DWLI w/
previous, pending County Court. 

(1/30/21) Rogelio Palacios, 48, of Friona was arrested by the 
Parmer County Sheriff’s Office on a charge of Possession CS Pg 
1 < 1 g in Drug Free Zone, pending Grand Jury. 

(1/31/21) Juan Guerrero, 45, of Haltom City, was arrested 
by the Department of Public Safety on a charge of DWI (2nd), 
pending County Court.

GROUND-BROKEN…Participating in the groundbreaking for the new High 
Plains Dairy last Saturday were (l-r) parents of the owner, Mr. and Mrs. De-
Wit of The Netherlands, Harry and Margret DeWit, the owners, with children, 
Ryan and Jake doing their part, Bill Stovell, Robert Neelley and County Judge 
Bonnie Clayton. Photo by Carol Ellis. (Friona Star, Friday, February 1, 2002)

The Parmer County Hos-
pital Auxiliary announced 
this week that their 2020 
Project Christmas Card col-
lected $2,867.78 in dona-
tions. The proceeds will be 
used to enhance and up-
grade the “COVID-19 Wing” 
at the hospital. 

 «««
Happy 21st Anniversary 

to Wayne and Tammy Odell. 
They will celebrate 21 years 

of marriage on Friday, Feb-
ruary 12th. Congratula-
tions!!!

 «««
The Prairie Acres “Resi-

dent of Month” for February 
is Walter Glass. The February 
“Employee of the Month” is 
Elvira Carrasco. Elvira works 
at Friona Heritage Estates 
and has been there since 
December of 2019. Congrat-
ulations to both!

 «««
Senior Citizens lunches 

will restart on Monday, Feb-
ruary 15th. Meals are served 
on Monday and Thursday of 
each week. Please call Susie 
at 806-626-8602 or 250-2713 
a day or so in advance so 
she will know how many to 
cook for. Curbside pick-up is 
available. Masks are recom-
mended but not mandatory 
except around the food cen-
ter.

 «««
Thursday is “Thank a Mail 

Carrier Day” and the Friona 
Star would like to thank our 
local “Pony Express”. Frio-
na mail carriers are; Joann 
McDonald, Dee Sifuentes, 
Jan Box, Jeremy Hart, and 
Vickie Vasquez. The motto 
of the Pony Express riders, 
who were the most famous 
early American mailmen, 
was “Neither rain, or snow, 
nor death of night, can keep 
us from our duty.”  The most 
popular variation of this 
motto is “Through rain or 
snow, or sleet or hail, we’ll 
carry the mail. We will not 
fail.”

 «««
National Wear Red Day, 

on Tuesday, February 5th, is 
an annual campaign to raise 
awareness about heart dis-
ease in women. Heart dis-
ease and strokes kill one in 
three women. These diseas-
es are 80 percent prevent-
able according to Go Red for 
Women’s official website. 
Go to www.goredforwomen.
org for more information.

  «««

National Days
February 4: Thank a Mail Carrier Day

February 5: Wear Red Day
February 6: Frozen Yogurt Day
February 7: Periodic Table Day

February 8: Clean Out Your Computer Day
February 9: Pizza Day

February 10: Umbrella Day

Weather Highlights
January 2021

 
Warmest high temperature: 66º on the 22nd

Coolest high temperature: 31º on the 11th
 

Warmest low temperature: 33º on the 19th
Coolest low temperature: 11º on the 1st

 
Precipitation total: 0.33 inches

Days with precipitation: 3
Snow total: 2.5 inches

Most snow in a day: 2 inches on the 10th

There are changes for our 
local radio station. KGRW 
94.7 is now “Positive Radio” 
and is a simulcast with their 
sister station KNNK 100.5 
in Hereford. They will con-
tinue to cover Friona sports 
events. Catch “Good Morn-
ing Texas” Monday-Friday 
with host Jeri Wells to stay 
updated on local events. 
Both radio stations are part 
of the HPRN radio network.
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is online at frionaonline.com

To have your birthdays listed in the 
newspaper, email them to

frionastar@wtrt.net
or call @806.250.2211

Happy Birthday Friona Folks!

Feb. 4
Casey Carr
J.T. Heyden

Keeley Dunnam
Sherri Whitten

Roger Gee

Feb. 5
Margret DeWit

Monica Bermea
Jena (Grimsley) Massie

Kevin Sifford
Otto Alexander

 
Feb. 6

Leander Davila
Sandra Gonzalez
Robyn Rhoades

Jarrett Butler

Feb. 7
Jeff Stowers

Linda Malouf
Wade Hinkle
Nathan Haile
Rhylee Levins

Rumalda Ruzicka

Feb. 8
Nancy Roden

Micah London
Sandra Rainey

Roger Almonrode
Erica Boeckman
Taryn Banfield

Feb. 9
Diane White
Joel Osborn

Renae Barnett
Randa Copley

Vanette (White) Barnett

Feb. 10
Hayes Jones

Cindy Mitchell

State sales tax revenue totaled $3.1 billion in January
On Monday, Texas Comptroller Glenn 

Hegar announced that state sales tax 
revenue totaled $3.07 billion in January, 
0.3 percent less than in January 2020. 
The majority of January sales tax reve-
nue is based on sales made in December 
and remitted to the agency in January. 

“The slight decline in total sales tax 
revenue masks starkly contrasting re-
sults among economic sectors, with 
strong gains in collections from retail 
trade offset by continued deep declines 
in collections from recreational services 
and the oil- and gas-related sectors,” 
Hegar said. “Stay-at-home spending 
trends that emerged in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic continued through 
the Christmas shopping season, with el-
evated receipts coming from online ven-
dors, electronics and appliance stores, 
building materials and home furnish-

ings stores, big box general merchandis-
ers and sporting goods stores. 

“While oil and gas well drilling activ-
ity has risen from lows reached earlier 
in the pandemic, the December active 
rotary rig count for Texas was still more 
than 60 percent lower than a year ago, 
depressing sales tax receipts from min-
ing, construction, manufacturing and 
equipment rental and leasing business-
es. 

“Receipts from restaurants also re-
mained below levels seen a year ago, 
while receipts from recreational services 
— such as live music venues, amuse-
ment parks, bowling centers and fitness 
clubs — remained severely depressed.” 

Total sales tax revenue for the three 
months ending in January 2020 was 
down 3.9 percent compared to the same 
period a year ago. Sales tax is the largest 

source of state funding for the state bud-
get, accounting for 59 percent of all tax 
collections. The effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic continued to be evident in 
some sources of revenue in January 
2020. 

Texas collected the following rev-
enue from other major taxes: (1) motor 
vehicle sales and rental taxes — $408 
million, down 13.4 percent from Janu-
ary 2020; (2) motor fuel taxes — $294 
million, down 4.7 percent from January 
2020; (3) oil production tax — $255 mil-
lion, down 35.7 percent from January 
2020; (4) natural gas production tax — 
$103 million, down 21.6 percent from 
January 2020; (5) hotel occupancy tax 
— $27 million, down 35.1 percent from 
January 2020; and (6) alcoholic beverage 
taxes — $94 million, down 27.6 percent 
from January 2020.

 LARGE AUCTION
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2021 – SALE TIME 9:30 AM

LOCATED: FROM FRIONA, TEXAS: 3 MILES SOUTH ON HIGHWAY. 214

FRIONA AREA FARMERS-OWNERS
FOR INFO TELEPHONE: FIVE STAR AUCTIONEERS: CRIS INGRAM (806) 265-7646,

JIM SUMNERS (806) 292-2149, JIMMY REEVES  (806) 774-2684
LOG ONTO OUR WEBSITE FOR COMPLETE LISTING: www.5starauctioneers.com

NOTE: TO CONSIGN PLEASE CALL FIRST.  NO SMALL ITEMS.
WE WILL BE RUNNING 2 RINGS STARTING AT 9:30 AM

28 TRACTORS, FRONT END LOAD
ERS, COMBINES, HEADERS, GRAIN
CARTS, SEED CARTS, SWATHERS, 
BALERS, RAKES, GRINDERS, WHEEL
LOADERS, FORKLIFTS, SKID
STEERS, COTTON EQUIPMENT, MOD

ULE  TRUCKS, AIR COMPRESSOR, 
COMPOST & MANURE SPREADERS, 
TRUCKS, TRAILERS, FUEL TANKS,
FARM EQUIPMENT, SPRAY EQUIP
MENT, NURSE TRAILERS, PICKUPS,
ANTIQUE CARS, UTV’S, ATV’S, TRAV

EL TRAILER, BOAT, STOCK TRAIL
ERS,FEED TRUCKS, LIVESTOCK
EQUIPMENT, IRRIGATION, INJEC
TOR PUMPS, TRACTOR & TOOLBAR
 MAKE-UP, NON-CLASSIFIEDS

JIM SUMNERS.........................(806) 292-2149 
(10006)
JIMMY REEVES.......................806) 774-2684 
(Clerk) - 
 DONNA TODD..........................(806) 292-1990
 (Secretary)

Five Star Auctioneers 
PO  BOX 1030 —PLAINVIEW, TEXAS 79073-1030 WEB SITE: WWW.5STARAUC-

TIONEERS.COM 

Terms of Sale: Cash, Personal or Business Check - No 
Debit or Credit Cards -  All Accounts Settled Day Of Sale

 
NOTE: Please Bring Your Own Check Book 

 WINCH TRUCK AVAILABLE ON SALE DAY  ONLY

You have showered us with God’s 
love and we have been blessed. “The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you.” 1 Corinthians 16:23
 
The Family of Robert Neelley

Thank You

The Friona Snack Pak Team 
is: (l-r) Sharon White, Connie 
Jimenez, Felicia Cillie, Debbie 
Wium, Angelica Marquez, De-
lynda Wium, Loy McLellan, Jo 
Beth Gipson, Madelyn Wium, 
Elizabeth McClellan. Other 
team members not in photo 
are Anita Lafuente and Linda 
Smith.  

Friona Feed Yard delivers 
the packaged snacks to the 
Primary, Elementary, and Ju-

nior High schools. When large 
shipments of supplies arrive 
from Snack Pak headquarters, 
Coach Jimmy Arias brings over 
volunteers to help move the 
heavy boxes. 

Debbie Wium and Sharon 
White are the new coordinators 
for Friona. The team meets ev-
ery other Tuesday at 3:00 p.m. 
at the north end of the Friona 
United Methodist Church. 

Visit the website at SP4K.org 

if you wish to make a dona-
tion. Make sure to check spe-
cific school/community box 
and type in Friona as the place 
to send the donation.

Snack Pak Rolls On
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250-3913
1205 Hwy. 60 West
Friona Texas

Phone 250-5000
“Where People 

Come First”

1105 N. Cleveland
www.interbank.com

P.O. Box 956
Friona, Texas 79035

(806) 265-3433
(806) 265-3281

E. Hwy. 60 • Friona TX • 806-250-2791

1010 Columbia at Hwy 60, Friona
Hours: 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Monday-Friday
250-5555

Phone 806-364-3331
Hereford, Texas 79045

THIS DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE  BY THESE  BUSINESSES WHO ENCOURAGE  ALL OF US TO ATTEND WORSHIP SERVICES.

Area Church Directory BovinaFriona

Prairie Acres
Quality Care
806-250-3922

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

Friona Heritage Estates
Assisted Living
806-250-5599

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
15th & Cleveland • 806-250-3000

CHILDREN’S CHURCH • 3 yrs-6th grade
www.calvaryfriona.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
6th & Summitt • 806-250-3933

Pastor Brett Hoyle
Email-firstbc@wtrt.net

Website-www.fbcfriona.com

FRIONA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8th & Pierce • 806-250-3045

Rev. Skip Hodges
Email-frionoaum@wtrt.net

Website-www.frionaumc.com

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
North end of  Congregational Church

1601 Euclid

IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
NUEVA JERUSALEN

701 E. 11th • P.O. Box 655 • 806-346-9725
Pastor Benito Mejia

benitomejia@live.com

QUALITY OF LIFE BIBLE 
STUDY CHURCH

301 Grand Ave. • 806-240-0826
Pastors Mark & Mary Goff

SIXTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 W. 6th • 806-250-2769

Jeff Procter, Minister

ST. TERESA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
401 West 17th St. • 806-250-2871

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

TEMPLO BAUTISTA DAMASCO
403 Woodland • 806-250-3472

Pastor William Tapias

TEMPLO DE ADORACION
620 Washington • 806-250-5929

Pastor Roy Dominguez

TENTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
10th & Euclid • 806-250-5236

Gerall Wyly

UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
1601 Euclid • 806-250-3635

VICTORY FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER
9th & Washington • 806-250-2207

Pastor Robert Kerby
Website-www.thevictory.tv

FRIONA PARA CRISTO  
LLAMADOS A CONOCERLE

1007 w. 11th • 806-247-2217
Pastor Aurelio & Cynthia Silva

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
308 3rd Street
806-251-1632

Pastor Brian Mullins

CHURCH OF CHRIST
500 Ave. E

806-251-1334
Mike Prather, Minister

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

205 4th Street
806-251-1124

Pastor Larry Mitchell

ST. ANN’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

401 3rd Street
806-251-1511

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

LA IGLESIA DE DIOS 
DEL PRIMOGENITO

The Church of God 
of the Firstborn

102 2nd Street

IGLESIA BAUTISTA 
HISPANA
103 1st Street

806-251-5232
Pastor Rafael Marin

“We Live by Faith, Not by Sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7

frionastar@wtrt.net

Send your church news to the

1380 Hwy. 214 • 265-3425

By Jeff Procter, Minister, 6th Street Church of Christ

Panhandle Parables

Brake Lights and Blinkers

By Teena Hughs

Worship God in your Hour of Need
By Brett Hoyle, Pastor, First Baptist Church

Book Blessings
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1. white
2. yellow
3. green
4. red
5. blue (black)

A. river of flowing water (news will flow)
B. spring, trees, being creative, jade jewelry is good
C. may bring fame, power, royalty, prosperity
D. powerful color for luck, success, good fortune
E. metal, purity, innocence, death 

Chinese New Year!

Good Wishes 
   and Gifts

Year of the Ox

  Lucky Colors in 
the Year of the Ox

     What gift is given 
for the New Year in little 
red packets or envelopes? 

YYMONE

S D C F V G T R F D G G C L P P R A Y E R S W I S
A     N V D E W S I J Z I H L X H A L A N S S E T  
G     B C X W Q I Y S K H F X F O T D R E G K E L
        F V   V N B Q H X R T Q U N E P N A X M I
                G T U T Z D U S E T U I C V S D O
                E I T I O N S L N S L E N R Y N N
      A         R L S G D D A A I P C Y E R L U D
      L         S M E H I C L Y M I J C D B G O A
      O         U A O Q A M B U R P N X P X I F N
      N         Q P E N C L D F B A W Q J F I I C
      G         A Z M K A R Y K D K R Y R Q K Y E 
      N         D P Q G N L A N G N H S A L E S R
      O Q   D   O F C D I H O F L O W E R S O V S
      O D W F P R A R I M G F I R E W O R K S I D
      D B D I W A M O M A T G O O D W I S H E S I
      L E U V L N I W R L Z L S H O P P I N G I N
      E I K V W G L D D S E Y L F R I E N D S T N
      S V D C I E Y S Q H N M C N G C K R M A I E
      A E I O E S T I L T W A L K E R S F D A N R
      R P Q A X U F F C M X N N C L E A N I N G S
      K I E I A C P X A N C E S T O R S L R Q D U
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On December 31st, I fin-
ished reading my i worship 
Daily Devotional Bible. I still 
wasn’t sure  what I wanted to 
do this year; I thought I was 
just going to read some books. 
That lasted until I got sick. 
When I started feeling better, I 
realized I missed the peace of 
reading the Bible every day.

Former Friona residents, 
Kim Hofferichter and Deirdre 
Ferguson had a conversation 
on facebook about The Bible 
Recap:  A One-Year Guide to 
Reading and Understanding 
the Entire Bible. Based on their 
recommendations, I ordered 
it.

It is a daily study and com-
mentary about the Bible as it 
is read in chronological order. 
They primarily use the ESV 
(English Standard Version) 
rather than the NIV or NLT. The 
ESV is a word-for-word trans-
lation while the NIV and NLT 
are phrase-by-phrase transla-
tions. The ESV isn’t as easy to 
read for me, so I use the NLT 
while I am reading the ESV.

On day four, we got into Job.  
In Job 1:15, Job’s servants were 
struck down; in Job 1:16, fire 
from God fell from Heaven 
and burned up the sheep and 
servants; in Job 1:17, the Chal-
deans made a raid on Job’s 
camels and took them and 
struck down Job’s servants; 
and in Job 1:18, Job’s sons and 
daughters were killed by a 
great wind. What really got me 
was verse 20: “Then Job arose 
and tore his robe and shaved 
his head and fell on the ground 
and worshiped.” 

“Dr. Livingstone, I pre-
sume,” were the famous 
words Henry Stanley uttered 
in 1871 when he was able to 
finally locate African explor-
er, David Livingstone after a 
long, perilous journey into 
the interior of the African 
continent.  At 59 years of age, 
Livingstone’s determination 
to find a water passage to the 
interior of Africa for trade, 
Christian missions and to end 
the slave trade caused him to 
explore thousands of miles of 
unmapped territory, discover 
Victoria Falls, survive a lion 
attack, and bouts with ma-
laria.  In spite of the countless 
difficulties and disappoint-

ments he faced, his life was 
one of peril, persistence and 
perseverance for God and 
country, that garnered Liv-
ingstone with national fame 
because of his explorations, 
and very precise maps of un-
explored portions of Africa.  

“David Livingstone:  Afri-
ca’s Trailblazer,” by Janet and 
Geoff Benge is a fast moving, 
exciting and well written ac-
count of this missionary ex-
plorer’s life.  His life began in 
Scotland, and as a child he 
worked 14 hour days, six days 
a week in a cotton mill, as well 
as studying intently outside 
of work to become educated.  
His grit and determination 

were something the Lord 
used all through David’s life 
to carry the gospel to African 
tribes and map unexplored 
areas.  His life is a reminder of 
Colossians 1:29, which says, 
“For this I toil, struggling with 
all his energy that he power-
fully works within me.”  God’s 
call on your life takes hard, 
strenuous effort and work, 
not for him, but with him as 
he works through you.  The 
reality is that following Christ 
is not always easy, but it is al-
ways worth it, in this life and 
in the next.  Therefore, may 
you be faithful and diligent to 
labor in the Lord’s field that 
he has placed you in.

The City will open up the 
roll-off box this Saturday, 
February 6, from 10:00 a.m. – 
3:00 p.m. Please come by to 
dump those items that don’t 
belong in your dumpster and 
do your part to help Keep 
Friona Clean!

The roll-off box is located 
at East 8th and South Jack-
son Ave. It is a free service 
provided to Friona resi-
dents. Examples of items 
not allowed in dumpsters 
includes: steel and metal, 
mattresses and furniture, 
refrigerators/AC units, paint 

Roll-off box to open 
up for waste items

Keep Friona Clean

Yard Parking 
 

Alleys 
 

Keep Friona Clean 

cans (with or without liq-
uids), electronics and appli-
ances, drums/barrels, brick, 
wood and concrete, railroad 
ties. Items not accepted in 
the roll-off box are tires, 
oil and tree limbs. To dis-
pose of these items, please 
contact the City office at  
806-250-2761. 

That is amazing!!! Job had 
just lost nearly everything, and 
he “fell on the ground and wor-
shiped” God. How many of us 
would do that? I think I would 
have been asking questions 
like, “What did I do to deserve 
this?”, “Why is this happening 
to me?”, “What am I going to 
do?”

All too often, when we have 
hardships, we look inward to 
ourselves rather than looking 
upwards to God. It is “normal” 
to look inward rather than up-
wards to God. In our tough 
times, we tend to focus on self 
at first, and then later on we 
focus on God; at least that is 
what I usually do. 

So, I am working on this 
idea of worshiping God when 
I face trials and difficult times. 
Worshiping God didn’t change 
Job’s situation or having to deal 
with his friends. But, worship-
ing God did acknowledge who 
Job needed to go to in his hour 
of need. The Scripture didn’t 
say exactly how Job worshiped 
God, but praising God, praying 
to Him, acknowledging Him in 
any positive way is taking the 
focus off of self and putting it 
on the One who knows all and 
can help us through any situ-
ation. Worship God the next 
time you face a difficulty and 
see how much better things go 
for you.

It was time for my an-
nual inspection of the old 
pickup. Of course, all four 
corners were checked to 
make sure all lights were 
functioning properly. To 
my relief, they were shining 
their little filaments out. I 
did have an issue with the 
brake light on the back of 
the cab, but I hadn’t ever 
noticed it was out.

I know we live in a small 
community where you al-
most don’t need blinkers 
because everyone already 
knows where you are go-
ing. But let us NOT test that 
theory, I don’t want Chief 
Jimenez to knock on my 
door needing to talk to me 
about the blinker rebellion 
I had incited through this 
article.

Brake lights and blinkers 
serve as indicators of the in-
tentions of the driver. Other 

drivers rely on their proper 
use. We have all seen the 
vehicle going down the 
highway with a blinker left 
on causing a little anxiety 
as to whether you should 
pass or not. Blinkers indi-
cate a change in direction. 
Posted at the four corners 
they tell those in front of 
you and those behind that 
you plan to make a change 
in direction. It is reckless of 
any driver not to use them 
because others are trusting 
that you will. Brake lights 
on the other hand, indicate 
a reduction in speed or that 
you are stopped.

Why do we need them? 
Well for those who use 
them are concerned on 
some level about safety in 
traveling down the road 
and simply It is the law. 
You are welcome for the 
Driver’s Ed lesson.

Now to the point. In our 
spiritual lives our brake 
lights and blinkers show up 
in our faith. They indicate 
our direction. Sometimes 
because of good choices 
they indicate a good direc-
tion, but they, by the same 
token, indicate bad choices 
as well. It is important to 
remember that my choices 
impact others. Others can 
be enlightened by my jour-
ney or devastated. Make 
good choices because 
whether you realize it or 
not others are watching 
and may even be modeling 
your walk with the Lord. So, 
when you see a brake light 
or a blinker be reminded, 
your kids may be follow-
ing your choices, others are 
watching to see how you 
handle things in faith. Lead 
them to the Lord, not to the 
lost.
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Sports Page

Chiefs Basketball 
David Martinez

Raudel & Elizabeth Martinez

Chiefs Basketball Manager 
Alex Guerra

Carmela Hernandez

Squaws Basketball
Emily Amaya

Joyce & Rodrigo Amaya

Squaws Basketball
Kambree Kimbrough

Cody & Kim Kimbrough

Squaws Basketball
Sharlene Maldonado

Omar & Erika Maldonado

Cheerleader
Nohemi Castillo

Esmeralda Castillo

Cheerleader
Rebecca Schlenker

Karen Hansard

Basketball Senior Night

Varsity Girls
Basketball
Friona 24 Littlefield 52
Record: 2-15 
District: 0-11 

Photos by Eric Gonzalez

Varsity Boys
Basketball
Friona 40 Dimmitt 67
Chavira (8 pts)
Rivera (8 pts)

Friona 20 Littlefield 41
Rejino (5 pts)
Martinez (5 pts)
Record: 1-15 
District 0-11



Let us sell your property!

Friona
3/3/2 w/cent. h&a, close to H.S., corner lot, fireplace, 2 living 
areas, fenced backyard, sprinkler system f&b..... Cont. Pend.

3/2 Country Mobile Home  4 acres, fenced back and side 
yards, new well, cellar, horse stall..............................$125,000

102 E. 11th Friona
806-250-2745

frionarealestate.com

Property
Associates

Realtors

Sales  Associates:
Karla Rector 806-382-7465
George Rushing 806-265-7037

Broker/Owner:
Kevin Cooper 

Advertise in the Star 
Classifieds

Call 806-250-2211 or email frionastar@wtrt.net

Risinger 
Plumbing

Serving Friona
272-6772

Cell: 523-2222
Master License #16066
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Drivers
 License

Office
Schedule

Tuesday-Wednesday
9:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

Located at 
Friona Police 
Department

Building
public.txdpsscheduler.com

By appointment only.

Business

**Sign-On Bonuses Offered** Due to growth, 
Prairie Acres is seeking to fill multiple positions 
including CNA’s (both shifts), nurses, dietary 
and housekeeping employees! We are pleased 
to offer great health, dental, vision and life in-
surances, paid time off and sign-on bonuses for 
those that qualify! Interested? Come by and see 
us at 201 East 15th St. today!

Don’t throw away your empty aluminum cans. 
Please place any cans you have in the trailer lo-
cated on the north side of the Friona Fire Depart-
ment building on Main Street. Proceeds from the 
sale of the cans will go to the FHS Senior Class 
and help fund the graduation party.

You CAN do it!

806-250-2745

www.frionainn.com
frionainn@gmail.com

Homes For Sale

2171 FM 214-FRIONA, TEXAS-South of Friona - 3/3/2 
brick home, 1.285+/- acres, Easy access to Friona-Clovis-
Hereford. 2 living areas, fireplace, large office/utility/
storage, two wells, septic system, storage/workshop.

Please view our website for details on these properties, 
choice NM ranches (large & small), irr./dryland/CRP 
& commercial properties. We need your listings on any 
types of ag properties in TX., NM, OK & CO.

www.scottlandcompany.com
Ben G. Scott - Broker

Krystal M. Nelson – NM QB
800-933-9698 5:00 a.m./10:00 p.m.

Charity
Notice

Help Wanted

NOW HIRING
Friona ISD is looking for a full time custodian.   
Hours are 7 am -6 pm with a 2 hour lunch and a 30 
minute break in the morning and afternoon.  Inter-
ested applicants may call Friona ISD 806-250-2747 
or Martha Moreno 806-346-2091.  

Friona ISD está buscando una persona que ayude 
a limpiar la escuela a tiempo completo. El horario 
es de 7 am a 6 pm con un almuerzo de 2 horas y 
un descanso de 30 minutos por la mañana y por 
la tarde. Las personas interesadas pueden llamar 
a Friona ISD 806-250-2747 o Martha Moreno 806-
346-2091.

Holly Campbell

Sales Agent Broker

Karla Rector
806-382-7465

STAR CLASSIFIEDS 250-2211
Deadline: Tuesday @ 5 p.m.

A 501(c)3 non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to the prevention 
of cruelty to animals, the relief of 
suffering among animals, and the 
extension of humane education.

Volunteer opportunity. You have 
skills? Parmer Paws needs you. 
Bring your talents, whatever they 
may be, and join us. 806-240-2211 
or ParmerPaws @yahoo.com     

is on the Web at frionaonline.com

HELP WANTED

Contact Friona Inn at
(806) 250-2784

House keeping needed. 
Must be able to work weekends.

The City of Friona will accept applications 
for the Public Works Department:

UTILITY MAINTENANCE WORKER I (1 position)
Full-Time, 40 hours a week
Salary: starting at $10/hr.

Candidates will perform construction, repair, and 
maintenance work on water/sewer lines; operate light 
equipment and perform extensive manual labor. Can-
didates may have other duties assigned to them by the 
Public Works Director. The applicant chosen for this 
position shall be required to submit to a pre-employ-
ment drug test at the cost to the individual.

Job descriptions and application forms may be 
picked up at the Friona City Hall, 623 Main Street, Fri-
ona. If you would like an application emailed to you, 
please email cityinfo@frionatx.us. Applications will be 
accepted until job is filled.

Grain Truck drivers needed. CDL Required. 
All local hauls. Good pay and work conditions. 

Apply at Bar G Feedyard. 
Call at 357-2241 and ask for Kevin Bunch.

608 Ashland 
1 bedroom & 1 bath + garage
2 bedroom & 2 bath + garage 

Application and Background Check will be re-
quired. Text 806-680-2676 for a link to the applica-
tion. Ready to Move in

New Apartments for Rent

The Nutrition Spot
Phone: (575) 219-9436

Smoothie & Juice Bar • 613 Main, Friona TX

Bring this coupon for
$1 off of a combo!

This is to give notice of intent to introduce in the 
87th Legislature, Regular Session, a bill relating 
to the Sunset Commission’s recommendations 
for the Brazos River Authority.

Friona Interbank has an opening for a 
full-time teller. To apply online, please 

go to interbank.com. Thank You.

Need work? 
Friona Hop-In 
is hiring now!

Pay DOE. Apply inside.

Thinking of selling your home?
We have buyers!
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State Capital Highlights
By Gary Borders

It’s an honor to take over writing 
“Capital Highlights” from two ca-
pable predecessors, Chris Cobler 
and Ed Sterling. They are tough 
acts to follow, but I’ll do my best. 

Chris has accepted another 
challenge, so Mike Hodges, ex-
ecutive director of the Texas Press 
Association, asked if I wanted to 
take on this task. I echo what Chris 
wrote in his first piece last July. The 
need for providing reliable and ac-
curate information is greater than 
ever, especially as we continue to 
fight a pandemic that reaches into 
all corners of Texas and has up-
ended our lives. If there is a Texas 
topic you think I should cover, 
please email me at gborders@tex-
aspress.com. 

Capital Highlights appears in 
more than 100 newspapers across 
the state. My focus is searching 
through the activities of state agen-
cies, the Legislature and elsewhere 
for news that affects the readers of 
these newspapers. Your input is 
welcomed and appreciated.

 
Vaccine pace picks up slowly

The rate of COVID-19 vaccine 
administration is slowly increas-
ing in Texas as we enter the sec-
ond full month of shots going into 
arms. The Texas Department of 
State Health Services last weekend 
reported that about 1.6 million 
Texans — overwhelmingly front-
line health workers, people over 
65 or those with chronic health 
conditions — have received the 
first dose. Just over 400,000 are 
fully vaccinated. The state has re-
ceived 3.16 million doses so far; 
nearly half remain to be adminis-
tered. Texas ranks near the bottom 
in per-capita doses administered 
when compared to other states, 
according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control.

Meanwhile, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense sent 80 medical 
military personnel last week to 
Abilene, Lufkin and Eagle Pass to 
assist in administering the vaccine 
in those cities. “The medical per-

sonnel deployed to our commu-
nities will provide much-needed 
support to our front-line health-
care workers,” Gov. Greg Abbott 
said in a news release.

The state surpassed two mil-
lion COVID-19 cases with nearly 
36,000 fatalities as January came to 
a close. A total of 11,473 COVID-19 
patients are in Texas hospitals as 
of Jan. 31, according to TDSHS. 
Across the state, there are only 
753 intensive-care beds available. 
Even as vaccines are being admin-
istered, health officials across the 
state are urging Texans to wear 
marks and follow other safety 
protocols that have been in place 
since last March.

 
Grants available for special 
needs students affected by CO-
VID-19

Abbott and the Texas Education 
Agency late last week announced 
the rollout of a grant program for 
eligible families of children with 
“significant cognitive disabilities 
and complex educational needs.” 
The $1,500 grants can be used to 
purchase educational resources 
and services through the TEA’s 
supplemental special education 
services program.

A total of $30 million was allo-
cated, which could provide help 
for up to 20,000 students. To find 
out if your child is eligible, email 
the agency at ssesinfor@tea.texas.
gov or call 855-772-3839. 

 
Texas Lyceum poll measures im-
pact of the pandemic

The Texas Lyceum, a nonparti-
san group of movers and shakers 
based in Austin, released its an-
nual survey last week. It painted a 
fairly negative picture of the state’s 
economy as a result of the pan-
demic and illustrated the wide-
spread impact of the coronavirus 
on Texans. Responding to the pan-
demic is the most important issue 
facing the state, according to 37 
percent of respondents. Political 
corruption and leadership ran a 

distant second at 10 percent.
The 2021 poll presented the 

most negative views of the state’s 
and nation’s economies since the 
Great Recession of 2008. Addition-
ally, four in five respondents said 
they knew someone who had con-
tracted COVID-19, while half knew 
someone who had died from it. On 
the somewhat brighter side, nearly 
three-fourths were either “very 
hopeful” or “somewhat hopeful” 
that the nation would get the pan-
demic under control in the next 
six months. But just 45 percent of 
Texans say they plan to get vacci-
nated when it becomes available 
to them.

The complete poll results can be 
found at texaslyceum.org.

Score one for the chiropractors
In a decade-long battle between 

the Texas Medical Association 
and the group that represents the 
state’s chiropractors, the Texas Su-
preme Court ruled late last week 
that the lawful scope of practice 
for chiropractors includes nerves 
and related testing as it pertains to 
the musculoskeletal system. TMA 
originally sued the Texas Board of 
Chiropractor Examiners in 2011, 
arguing that such diagnoses ex-
ceeded what chiropractors were 
licensed to do.

In a split decision, the high court 
overturned a ruling from the Aus-
tin Court of Appeals that had sided 
with TMA. Matt Webb, attorney for 
the chiropractic board, said in an 
email: “Today’s decision was not 
only legally sound but a victory for 
common sense and patient care. 
A different outcome could have 
drastically curtailed access to crit-
ical chiropractic care for patients 
across the State of Texas.”

 Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community 
newspapers in Texas during a 30-
year span, including in Longview, 
Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches and 
Cedar Park. Email: gborders@tex-
aspress.com.

Gas prices inch upward
By GasBuddy

Texas gas prices have risen 2.2 
cents in the past week, averaging 
$2.11 per gallon, according to Gas-
Buddy’s daily survey of 13,114 sta-
tions in Texas. Gas prices in Texas 
are 18.6 cents per gallon higher than 
a month ago and stand 2.8 cents per 
gallon lower than a year ago. 

According to GasBuddy price re-
ports, the cheapest station in Texas 
is priced at $0.99 while the most ex-
pensive is $2.83 per gallon. The na-
tional average price of gasoline has 
risen 1.9 cents in the last week, aver-
aging $2.42 per gallon. The national 
average is up 17.4 cents per gallon 
from a month ago and stands 5.5 
cents per gallon lower than a year 
ago. 

“Gas price increases continue to 
slow down as oil prices fail to con-
tinue moving upward, even as gaso-
line demand continues to show new 
signs of improving recovery,” said 
Patrick De Haan, head of petroleum 
analysis for GasBuddy. “According 

to Pay with GasBuddy data, Friday 
gasoline demand was the highest 
since November, while Saturday 
gasoline demand was the strongest 
of any Saturday since the pandemic 
began. The rise in gasoline demand 
has certainly been behind oil’s rally 
in the last few months, as COVID re-
strictions continue to ease and the 
economy slowly continues recov-
ery. While the next few weeks may 
see gas prices rising slightly, the 
real pinch could come in March and 
lasting through summer, should de-
mand continue on this path.” 

GasBuddy is the authoritative 
voice for gas prices and the only 
source for station-level data span-
ning nearly two decades. GasBud-
dy’s survey updates 288 times every 
day from the most diverse list of 
sources covering nearly 150,000 sta-
tions nationwide, the most compre-
hensive and up-to-date in the coun-
try. GasBuddy data is accessible at 
http://FuelInsights.GasBuddy.com.

Governor Greg Abbott announced 
that the Texas Health and Human 
Services Commission (HHSC) will 
provide approximately $300 million 
in emergency Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program (SNAP) 
food benefits for the month of Feb-
ruary as the state continues its re-
sponse to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“We are grateful for this addition-
al extension of emergency SNAP 
benefits for the month of February,” 
said Governor Abbott. “We will 
continue to provide Texas families 
with the resources they need to put 
food on the table and provide for 
their loved ones.”  

“These emergency food benefits 
will provide additional support for 
Texans to purchase nutritious foods 
for their families during the ongo-
ing pandemic,” said Texas HHS Ac-
cess and Eligibility Services Deputy 
Executive Commissioner Wayne 
Salter. 

HHSC received federal approval 

from the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture to extend the maximum, al-
lowable amount of SNAP benefits to 
recipients based on family size. The 
emergency February allotments are 
in addition to the more than $2 bil-
lion in benefits previously provided 
to Texans since April 2020.   

Recipients will also continue to 
receive a 15 percent increase in 
their total benefits, which will con-
tinue monthly until June 2021. This 
additional 15 percent increase and 
the emergency allotment amount 
should appear in recipients’ ac-
counts by Feb. 28. 

Administered by HHSC, SNAP 
is a federal program that provides 
food assistance to approximately 
1.6 million eligible low-income 
families and individuals in Texas. 

Texans in need can apply for ben-
efits, including SNAP and Medic-
aid, at YourTexasBenefits.com or 
use the Your Texas Benefits mobile 
app to manage their benefits.

SNAP benefits extended
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Obituaries
Thelma Agnes (Mayo) Watkins

Thelma Agnes (Mayo) 
Watkins of Rio Communi-
ties, New Mexico passed 
away in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico on January 27, 2021 
after a long battle with 
COPD. 

She was born on February 
5, 1932 in Santa Cruz, Cali-
fornia. Thelma was 88 years 
old. 

 She married Kenneth 
Watkins on November 7, 
1952 and lived MANY years 
in Friona, Texas. 

She worked for many years 
at PCA (Production Credit 
Association) and also at Fri-
ona Industries for a number 
of years. 

She was preceded in death 
by her Mom and Dad, Su-
sie and William H. Mayo, of 
Santa Cruz, California; and 
one brother, Billy Mayo of 
Santa Cruz, California. 

She is survived by her 

husband, Kenneth Ray Wat-
kins of Rio Communities, 
New Mexico; 2 sons, Harry 
(Butch) Watkins of Los Lu-
nas, New Mexico and John 
Meyers Pate of Atlanta, 
Georgia; 2 brothers, Harry 
Mayo of Santa Cruz, Califor-
nia and “Chet” Mayo of East 
Falmouth, Massachusetts. 

No services are scheduled 
at this time. She is to be cre-
mated and her ashes will be 
buried alongside her hus-
band’s ashes, upon his pass-
ing, in the Santa Fe Memo-
rial Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
donate to a charity of your 
choosing.

Carol Gilley (born Carol 
Morgan on June 28, 1955) 
passed peacefully in the 
company of loved ones on 
January 28, 2021 after a 
year’s long battle with ill-
nesses. Beloved mother, 
grandmother, sister, daugh-
ter, and friend to many, she 
will be greatly missed. 

Carol grew up in Friona, 
Texas with parents Bill and 
Betty Morgan, sister Tonna 
Broyles, and brother Den-
nis Morgan. She later mar-
ried and settled in Azle, 
Texas where she raised three 
daughters. Carol is survived 
by her children, Leslie But-
ler and spouse Daniel But-

Carol Gilley

ler, of Lubbock Texas; Jen-
nifer Cobb and spouse Chris 
Cobb, of Fort Worth, Texas; 
and Kelsey Ford and spouse 
Zach Ford of Lubbock, Tex-

as. She was also blessed with 
(and unconditionally loved 
by) eight grandchildren and 
three great grandchildren. 
Her grandchildren are Victo-
ria, Christopher, Micah, Ry-
lan, Peyton, Avery, Raegan, 
and Bax. Great grandchil-
dren are Haygen, Hennessy, 
and Leeland. Carol was pre-
ceded in death by her par-
ents Bill and Betty Morgan. 

A memorial service will be 
held at 10:00 a.m., Saturday, 
February 6, 2021 at Sanders 
Memorial Chapel in Lub-
bock. Services will be web-
cast from her tribute page at 
www.sandersfuneralhome.
com.

Check Your Mirrors
By Sue Jane Sullivan

Small communities are 
blessed with larger-than-life 
personalities.  Gail, Texas, re-
cently lost two such people, 
and the void created will be 
even greater because Carol 
and R.D. Lewis were long-
time foundations in Borden 
County.

When I began this column 
a week ago, I was only going 
to be writing about Carol.  
As a Borden County retired 
teacher, current school board 
member, and lifelong county 
resident, Carol was a daily 
presence in the area. Her 
death was keenly felt, as a 
mountain of tributes poured 
in from former students and 
many friends.

Four days later, her hus-
band of almost sixty years 
was reunited with his be-
loved wife. 

The little town of Gail is 
mourning; their extended 
community consisting of 
family, former students, 
church members, county 
sheriffs, and a wealth of those 
who loved them as friends 
have spent the past week re-
calling Carol and R.D.’s im-
pact.

The newspaper and web-
site obituaries will include 
more information and sto-
ries and observations.  Even 
though readers in Rotan and 
Friona who get this weekly 
column may not know the 
Lewis family, you have lived 
among your own giants.  Eu-
logizing Carol and R.D. is 
my gift to their three adult 
children.  Shelly, Amy, and 
Shawn will be our reminders 
of just how much their par-
ents got right.

R.D. came from another 
small community, Ackerly, 
where he attended school 
at Sands High School. He 
married Carol in Gail in the 
Church of Christ in 1962; four 
years later he was 9,000 miles 
away serving two tours of 
duty as a U.S. Marine in Viet-
nam.  Upon his safe return 
stateside and honorable dis-
charge a few years later, he 
and Carol and their growing 
family moved to Fluvanna, 
Texas, to farm.  The next few 
years found R.D. entering 
the law enforcement arena 
as a deputy sheriff in Scurry 
County and then as the Bor-
den County sheriff for three 
terms. Standing 6’4”, R.D. was 
my stereotype of the long, tall 
Texan—being a sheriff just 
completed the image.

R.D. was the perfect foil to 
his wife.  A big man physical-
ly, he did not impose himself 
on others like LBJ enjoyed 
doing to those with whom he 
worked. Nope—our county 
sheriff and neighbor carried 
his wisdom on his holster 
and on his tractor. Worship-
ping with R.D. and a few oth-
ers on Sunday mornings will 
be the image, however, that 
forever comforts.  Sitting on 
the second pew of only a row 
of eight in the small church, 
R.D. led us often in thought-

ful words.  Without fail, he 
would petition blessings and 
guidance for the congre-
gants’ children—and name 
them.  Most of our children in 
the small congregation were 
already grown, but that pre-
cious man prayed for my Ju-
lie and Emily just as he would 
have had they been three and 
eight years of age. His quiet 
resolve to lead by example 
and kindness, as a sheriff and 
then as a senior citizen of the 
community, was easy to take 
for granted.  Now that R.D. is 
gone, his legacy speaks loud-
er than ever.

“Mrs.Lewis” was the quint-
essential old-school teach-
er, a Borden County High 
School graduate herself. Af-
ter retirement, she ran for 
school board and became 
the first woman to ever serve 
on the BCISD board.  She 
was heard at athletic events, 
not just seen.  She spoke her 
mind, held her standards 
high, and expected others 
to do the same.  Her lifelong 
residency in Borden County 
qualified her to voice her 
opinions about school tradi-
tions and local history—and 
she did.  

Carol always spoke her 
mind:  to anyone about any-
thing, no matter who they 
were or thought they were. 
Being my nauseatingly dip-
lomatic self, I was taken 
aback by her bluntness at 
first, bothered next, and then 
encouraged to find my own 
voice in my way—which was 
writing.  She reacted, and 
I processed.  But we both 
knew we had things to say 
that needed hearing even if 
people did not like what we 
had to say or write.  That is 
the greatest lesson she taught 
me. 

We spent many years 
working together with UIL 
academic students and 
laughing at other coaches 
who inflated their talents in-
stead of the students’.  Carol 
may have been business in 
the classroom, but she was 
darn fun on our school trips.  
While on a field trip with 
our English students to the 
Globe Theater in Odessa to 
see a community theater 
production of Macbeth, Car-
ol and I behaved worse than 
the students.  We had given 
them the cursory remember-
you-are-representing-your-
school speech. But she and 
I both struggled to muzzle 
getting tickled while watch-
ing a West Texas local play 
Macbeth. We had to get up 
and go into the lobby to try 
and compose ourselves, 
leaving our students alone 
with Banquo’s ghost. 

Carol was a joy to prank, 
and several times students 
came to me to participate 
in pulling her leg. One such 
moment occurred in Abilene 
where I feigned sleep, leaving 
Carol to deal with a student 
who had supposedly rented 
an adult movie in her room.  

Of course, the student—the 
quietest, nicest, sweetest 
kid ever born—did no such 
thing, but Carol fell for it 
thanks to some great acting 
by Becky Copeland and Letty 
Lozano.  I came to Carol’s res-
cue, though, when the Super-
intendent from Post emerged 
from his room nearby, in a 
flying rage telling us to keep 
in down in the hall because 
“some of us are trying to get 
our rest for tomorrow’s com-
petition.”  I did not like his 
tone with my friend and told 
him so.  And besides, it was 
only 9 p.m.  Neither Carol 
nor I, who loved to win, for-
got that students enjoying the 
UIL experience was as im-
portant as competing.

Carol and I could not have 
been more different. Think 
Phyllis Schlafly and Glo-
ria Steinhem, Betty Crocker 
and Erma Bombeck, or Mar-
tha and Mary. She sewed, 
cooked, managed her home 
front and money and obsta-
cles.  I struggled with all.  Our 
teaching styles magnified fur-
ther differences as Carol was 
adamant about the challenge 
while I leaned towards cre-
ativity.  But as I told her one 
time when she bemoaned 
that difference, I reminded 
her that our students de-
served both of us. We made 
a good team, learning from 
each other and respecting the 
strengths the other brought 
to the classroom.

******************

In our rural areas, we are all 
neighbors.  We are more than 
just a name on the obituary 
page.  Our lives intermingle 
at schools, churches, busi-
nesses, ballgames, coffee 
shops, and—if we are lucky—
the supper table.  Carol and 
R.D. did that for me, too, dur-
ing some hard times.  The 
table was spread with won-
derful food and even better 
company that welcomed me 
and my girls.  

Carol was an avid reader, 
so my daughters and I are 
going to donate two books 
to the Borden County School 
library in her memory.  True 
to form, I will pick one that 
reflects her love of fiction 
(What Momma Left Behind 
by Cindy K. Sproles) and one 
that says a bit more about 
her paving a path for women 
(The Truths We Hold by Ka-
mala Harris, honoring Carol 
being the first woman school 
board member). 

I can hear Carol now, “Ka-
mala Harris? Couldn’t you 
have picked someone else?”

And I would say, “No. You 
both made history for wom-
en!”

And Carol would smile, re-
plying, “Well, when you put it 
that way, thank you!”

Grieve this pandemic. 
Honor those we have lost by 
mirroring their best qualities. 
Carol and R.D. left us with 
many from which to choose.

Fans Don’t Let Fans Drive Drunk
Super Bowl LV is right 

around the corner, falling 
on Sunday, Feb. 7, 2021. 
This year, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation’s 
National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) is teaming up 
with Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service to re-
mind football fans and Su-
per Bowl partygoers that 
designated drivers are the 
best defense against the 
dangers of drunk driving. 

When Super Bowl cel-
ebrations involve alcohol, 
plan for a ride home with 
a sober driver. NHTSA 
and AgriLife Extension 
want to remind everyone: 
Fans Don’t Let Fans Drive 
Drunk. 

If hosting a Super Bowl 
LV party, prepare plenty of 
snacks and non-alcoholic 
beverages for guests and 
the designated drivers. 
Additionally, do not serve 
alcohol to minors. If an 
underage person drinks 
and drives, the person 
who provided the alcohol 
can be held liable for any 
damage, injury, or death 
caused by the underage 
driver. In fact, the alcohol 
contributor can face jail 
time if they host a party 

where alcohol is served to 
people under 21.

“Everyone wants to have 
a good time on Super Bowl 
night, so we want our 
community folks to plan 
safe rides home if they 
plan to be out at a party,” 
said AgriLife Extension 
Family and Community 
Health Agent Wendy Case, 
Parmer County. “Even one 
drink can impair judge-
ment. You should never 
put yourself, or others, at 
risk because you made the 
choice to drink and drive. 
Even one drink can be one 
too many.”

When heading out for a 
night of Super Bowl fun, 
make a game plan and fol-
low these simple tips for a 
safe and happy evening:

• Remember: It is never 
OK to drive drunk. Desig-
nate a sober driver or plan 
to use public transporta-
tion or a ride service to get 
home safely after drinking. 

• Use the community’s 
sober ride program if 
available. 

• If a drunk driver is seen 
on the road, contact local 
law enforcement immedi-
ately.

• Have a friend who is 
about to drink and drive? 

Take their keys away and 
make arrangements to get 
them home safely.

• Try to social distance 
and wear a mask to pre-
vent the spread of COV-
ID-19.

 
Remember: Choosing to 

drive drunk may result in 
legal and financial hard-
ships, diminished repu-
tation, vehicle loss, and 
even loss of life. Everyone 
should know by now that it 
is illegal to drive impaired. 
Even still, thousands die 
each year in drunk-driv-
ing-related crashes. In 
2018, a sobering 10,511 
people were killed in 
drunk-driving crashes. 
Punishment for being 
caught drinking and driv-
ing will result in jail time, 
loss of driver’s license, loss 
of vehicle, and pay up to 
$10,000 in attorney’s fees, 
fines, car towing, higher 
insurance rates, and lost 
wages.

Texas A&M AgriLife Ex-
tension Service’s Watch 
UR BAC program is a free, 
statewide program to pro-
mote alcohol awareness, 
the dangers of impaired 
driving, and friends watch-
ing out for friends.

Funeral services for Clara 
E. Trowbridge, 97, a long-
time Hereford resident was 
held at 2:00 p.m. Friday, Jan-
uary 29, 2021 at First Method-
ist Church with the Reverend 
Robert Zavattieri, a sib-in-
law, and pastor of New Fel-
lowship Baptist Church of 
Luttrell, Tennessee, officiat-
ing, interment will follow at 
West Park Cemetery under 
the direction of Parkside Cha-
pel Funeral Directors.  Mrs. 
Trowbridge passed through 
Heaven’s gate on Monday, 
January 25, 2021.

Clara Elizabeth Rector was 
born in Chaney, Oklahoma 
to Foister and Nancy Olive 
(Griffith) Rector.  She attend-
ed school in Friona, gradu-
ating in 1941 from Friona 
High School.  She was saved 
at Wesley Methodist Church, 

where she had perfect atten-
dance in both Sunday School 
and Church.   Her religion 
and Church were of the up-
most importance in her life 
and the life of her family.  
Clara was a member of the 
American Legion Auxiliary 
and served as secretary for 

over twenty-five years.  Clara 
loved to travel and had driven 
to all forty-eight of the lower 
United States.  She loved to 
travel, sew, crochet, quilt, 
read, and work all kinds of 
puzzles.

Clara is survived by two 
sons; Willard Murl May of 
Hereford, and David May 
and wife Sandy of Amarillo; 
one daughter Teena Zavat-
tieri and husband Robert of 
Powder Springs, Tennessee; 
one brother Floyd Rector of 
Dallas; seven grandchildren, 
eleven great-grandchildren 
and three great-great grand-
children.

Mrs. Trowbridge was pre-
ceded in death by her parents, 
one son, Kenneth, one grand-
daughter and one grandson 
and all of her siblings besides 
Floyd.

Clara E. Trowbridge

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS AGAINST
THE ESTATE OF ROBERT LEE NEELLEY

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
ROBERT LEE NEELLEY, Deceased, were issued on January 26, 2021, in Cause No.
3243 pending in the County Court of Parmer County, Texas, to JANICE CONNIE
NEELLEY, as Independent Executor of the estate.

Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for the estate, addressed as
follows:

JANICE CONNIE NEELLEY
Estate of ROBERT LEE NEELLEY, Deceased

c/o Kacey Stevens
Baker, Brown & Thompson, P.C.
5010 University Ave., Ste. 433

Lubbock, TX 79413

All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.

DATED January 26, 2021

BAKERBROWN & THOMPSON, P.C.
Attorneys for the Estate
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John C. “Dusty” and Melodee Hansard 
815 Main Friona, Texas  79035 

806-247-2729
www.hansardfamily.com 

Email:  hansardfamily@wtrt.net 
Like Us On Facebook! 

Kambree Lanae Kimbrough, is 
the 17-year-old Senior daughter 
of Kody and Kim Kimbrough. Her 
interests include cooking, baking, 
playing sports (especially volley-
ball), volunteering at the local 
dog center and hiking with her 
sister. She has been active in vol-
leyball 4 years, basketball 4 years, 
golf 3 years, theater 2 years, and 
band 2 years. She is also an FFA 
officer of 4 years, FFA president 
2 years, and has participated in 
dairy and livestock CDE judging 
4 years and LDE events 4 years. 
She is involved with the Method-
ist Church youth group and has 
helped with Kids Building Camp 
for 3 years. Some of her accom-
plishments thus far include All A’s 
Honor Roll, Dairy Honors Certifi-
cation, National Honors Society, 
1st Team All District Volleyball 
Player, 1st Team Academic All 
State Volleyball Player, Current 
FFA President, State Dairy Judg-
ing Team and Student Council 
Officer. She plans to achieve a 
master’s degree in accounting af-
ter graduation. Kambree is spon-
sored by Hi-Pro Feeds.  

Emma Grace Schueler, is the 
16-year-old, Sophomore daugh-
ter of Wade and Candice Schuel-
er. Her interests are working 
with show animals, driving the 
tractor, playing volleyball and 
spending time with family. She 
has been active in FFA chapter 
for 2 years, FFA officer 1 year and 
Varsity Volleyball 2 years. She en-
joys volunteering at First Baptist 
Church, her church of 16 years. 
She was also part of a voluntary 
clean-up effort around Reeve 
Lake and the Parmer County Me-
morial Park Cemetery with 4-H. 
She has been heavily involved in 
4-H for 7 years, FFA 7 years, and 
student council 3 years. She ac-
complished All A Honor Roll her 
freshman year and All A/B Honor 
Roll her sophomore year. Emma 
is sponsored by West Texas Stor-
age.

Rebecca Schlenker, is the 18-year-
old daughter of Karen and Dusty 
Hansard and John Schlenker. Her 
interest include art, baking, writ-
ing and video games. She has 
been active in track for 4 years, 
art 4 years, varsity cheerleader 2 
years and theatre 2 years. She en-
joys volunteering at her church, 
Victory Family Worship Center 
and is involved in the 4:12 youth 
group. She has been able to be 
a part of their Coats for Kids 
outreach, Back to School Give-
away, and helped with Convoy of 
Hope’s food box outreach. Some 
of her accomplishments include 
90 and above for 3 years, 2019 
Triple Jump District Champion, 
State qualifier in 1600M Relay, 
and she was name Amarillo 
Globe News’ Athlete of the Week. 
After graduation she plans to 
major in coaching and business. 
Rebecca is sponsored by Hansard 
Family Funeral Home.  

Anahi Seleste Gonzalez is the 
17-year-old Junior daughter of 
Mirna and David Gonzalez. Her 
interests include piano, sports, 
reading, learning more about God 
and helping others in need. She 
has been involved in FCCLA for 
2 years, theatre 3 years, athletics 
3 years and UIL 3 years. She has 
been a member of the National 
Honors Society for 3 years, Texas 
Tech Club Corp for 2 months. She 
volunteers at Snack Pak 4 Kids 
and The Friona Cemetery. Some 
of her high school accomplish-
ments include taking several dual 
credit courses through South 
Plains College, placing 1st at FC-
CLA Regionals and advancing to 
State, beating a personal record 
at area track to advance to region-
als, and being a State alternate 
in track all while maintaining a 
90’s and above average. Anahi is 
sponsored by LoneStar Ag.

Esperanza Iszela Santiago is the 
17-year-old Junior daughter of 
Efrain and Griselda Santiago. 
Her interests include drawing, 
painting, crafting, cross-stitching, 
and most of all, spending time 
with family and friends. During 
her high school years, she has 
been involved in cross-country, 
band, and choir. She was the co-
captain for the Color Guard this 
year. She has volunteered with 
her church, St. Teresa’s Catholic 
Church, helping with Vacation 
Bible School. She has achieved all 
A’s and B’s in her academic stud-
ies. After graduation her plans 
are to attend college to become a 
pediatric oncologist. Esperanza is 
sponsored by H & R Block.

Anahi Gonzalez Kambree Kimbrough Esperanza Santiago Rebecca Schlenker Emma Schueler

2020 Miss Friona Pageant & Scholarship  Program 

Friona, You’re My Hero

Miss Friona Contestants, (l-r) Esperanza Santiago, Emma Schueler, Rebecca Ann Schlenker, Kambree 
Kimbrough, and Anahi Gonzalez.

Organizers of the upcoming Miss Fri-
ona Pageant and Scholarship Program, 
after seeing other pageants cancelled this 
year, decided the virtual show must go 
on and will present the event online after 
three months of workshops and competi-
tion.

This year’s theme is “Friona, You’re My 
Hero” and will help showcase all the local 
heroes we have in Friona. Due to the cur-
rent COVID pandemic, this year’s event 
will have a different format with winners 
being announced in a virtual platform 

beginning at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 9th at Milk House Market via a live 
feed from the Friona Chamber of Com-
merce’s Facebook page. Each contestant 
will be allowed to invite up to six guests to 
join them at the event.

The Miss Friona Pageant and Scholar-
ship Program will have tested the con-
testants’ creative and oral presentation 
skills in three separate categories: (1) 
constructing an essay on a local hero they 
admire, (2) completing a community ser-
vice project and articulating why com-

munity service is important, and (3) com-
pleting an online interview with judges.

Each contestant will receive a $100 
scholarship for participating in the pro-
gram. The Essay winner will receive a $200 
scholarship and the contestant with the 
best interview will receive a $200 scholar-
ship. The 3rd Runner-up and 4th Runner-
up will each receive $200 scholarships. 
The 2nd Runner-up will receive a $500 
scholarship and the 1st Runner-up will 
receive a $700 scholarship. The new Miss 
Friona 2020 will receive a $1000 scholar-

ship. Scholarship checks are issued at the 
time of enrollment and made to the col-
lege/university of choice.

Miss Friona 2019
The reigning Miss Friona is Carly Drake. 

Carly is the 19-year-old daughter of Wes 
and Amber Drake. She is studying Me-
chanical Engineering at West Texas A&M 
University. Her extracurricular activities 
include throwing the shot put, discus, 
and weight & hammer for her university. 
She has been an amazing representative 
of Friona and has worn her crown well.

Miss Friona Pageant
5:00 p.m.

Tuesday, February 9th

Milk House Market

Live feed from Friona Chamber 

of Commerce Facebook page

Not open to public

The Show Must Go On!
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AGENCY: USDA Rural Development (RD)

ACTION: Notice of Availability of an Environmental Assessment (EA) 
 
SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that RD, as required by the National Environmental Policy 
Act, is issuing an EA in connection with possible impacts related to the project proposed Del Rio 
Dairy, of Friona, Texas.  The proposal is for construction of an anaerobic digestion facility in 
Parmer County. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: To obtain copies of the EA, or for further information, contact:  
Terry Czerwien, State Environmental Coordinator, 101 South Main Street, Temple, Texas 76501, 
at 254-742-9789 or terry.czerwien@tx.usda.gov.  The EA is also available for public review at 
Amarillo Area Office, 6565 Amarillo Boulevard West, Suite C, Amarillo, Texas 79106.   
 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Del Rio Dairy proposes to construct an anaerobic digestion 
renewable energy facility to convert cow manure to biogas, on approximately 22 acres of land 
south of Friona.  
 
Analytical Environmental Services, an environmental consultant, prepared an environmental 
assessment for RBS that describes the project, assesses the proposed project’s environmental 
impacts, and summarizes as applicable any mitigation measures used to minimize environmental 
effects.  
 
RD has conducted an independent evaluation of the EA and believes that it accurately assesses 
the impacts of the proposed project.  No significant impacts are expected as a result of the 
construction of the project. 
  
Questions and comments should be sent to RD at the address provided.  RD will accept questions 
and comments on the EA for 14 days from the date of publication of this notice. 
 
Any final action by RD related to the proposed project will be subject to, and contingent upon, 
compliance with all relevant Federal environmental laws and regulations and completion of 
environmental review procedures as prescribed by 7 CFR Part 1970, Environmental Policies and 
Procedures. 
 
A general location map of the proposal is shown below.  
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Green-chopped wheat being directly loaded into a truck. (Texas A&M AgriLife 
photo by Rick Auckerman)

wheat at the soft dough 
stage

An increasing demand for 
wheatlage contracts by dairies 
for ensilage is causing a dilem-
ma for High Plains producers. 

Drought conditions in the 
southwest Panhandle are cre-
ating a potential forage deficit 
in the region, and this is driv-
ing up the demand and price 
for forage silage, said Jourdan 
Bell, Ph.D., Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service agronomist, 
Amarillo. 

This could mean fewer pro-
ducers will be taking their 
wheat crop to grain harvest, 
opting instead to cash in on 
diverse forage options for live-
stock producers, including 

By Kay Ledbetter

Dairy demand for wheatlage increasing amid drought conditions

wheatlage. 
Wheatlage is the process of 

cutting and ensiling wheat as 
a silage crop to preserve for-

age quality, Bell said, and is 
one of the cheapest forages to 
produce. Wheatlage is gener-
ally chopped when wheat is at 
the soft dough stage and forage 
moisture is favorable for fer-
mentation. 

Because wheatlage provides 
an opportunity for producers 
to harvest earlier and possibly 
go back with a second crop or 
even a summer silage such as 
corn or forage sorghum, if they 
have the well capacity, there are 
more people looking at it as an 
alternative to straight grazing 
or grain, said Rick Auckerman, 
AgriLife Extension agriculture 
and natural resources agent for 

Deaf Smith County. Wheatlage 
is typically harvested in April, 
whereas the wheat going to 
grain is harvested in June.  

Auckerman said a producer 
planning to contract wheatlage 
will typically plant higher seed 
populations and plan for po-
tentially more irrigation in drier 
years. 

“We know there are contracts 
out there for our producers, but 
we are cautioning producers to 
investigate before committing, 
as the terms may not be favor-
able,” he said. 

Wheatlage contract concerns
The number of dairies has 

gone up, and there is a greater 
demand to contract silage, 
Auckerman said. If the dairies 
don’t get wheatlage contracts, 
they’ll have to look to more ex-
pensive corn and sorghum si-
lage to make up the difference. 

A major concern is the har-
vest timing, Bell said. The con-
tracts are requesting the wheat 
silage be chopped at the boot 
stage, not the typical soft dough 
stage, and dried to 62% mois-
ture, which is not advantageous 
for the farmer.

Green chop wheat is gener-
ally cut at the boot stage, when 
the head is still enclosed in the 
flag leaf sheath, and the mois-
ture content at this stage is ap-
proximately 80%, she said. It is 
either fed directly or wilted in 
the field prior to ensiling. This 
earlier maturity stage optimizes 
forage quality because crude 
protein and digestibility are 
greater. 

“After studies over the past 
several years, we know quality 
is impacted by environmental 
conditions, specifically water 
stress,” Bell said. “And our re-
sults confirm that the nutritive 
value at boot is greater than the 

nutritive value at soft-dough.” 
Therefore, harvesting at boot 

is desired by the dairy to access 
the higher crude protein and 
get a lower acid detergent fiber, 
ADF, she said. ADF is a mea-
sure of the lignin and cellulose, 
which are the least digestible 
component of forages. 

“This is advantageous for the 
dairy, but not the forage pro-
ducer,” Bell said. 

Auckerman explained that 
the producer would be losing 
a lot of money, because based 
on tonnage, the dairies are not 
offering more money to reflect 
the higher quality of the forage. 
Instead of direct chopping into 
the truck, as it is typically done 
in this region, the dairies want 
the green chopped wheat laid 
down on the field to dry down 
from 80% to 60% moisture be-
fore moving it. 

“That’s an added expense 
and operation for the produc-
er,” he said. “A happy medium 
as far as quality issues and ton-
nage would be to harvest at soft 
dough.” 

Essentially, Bell said, the 
dairies are securing a premium 
forage without compensating 
the farmer for lost yield. If the 
contract is paid on delivered 
weight, the farmer is losing an 
additional 20% due to forage 
dry down.

“Our research in Dallam 
County has shown that for-
age production at boot is only 
about 50% of the production at 
soft-dough,” said Mike Bragg, 
AgriLife Extension agriculture 
and nature resources agent for 
Dallam and Hartley counties. 
Bragg participated in the for-
age trials with Bell the past two 
years. “At soft dough, the early 
grain development as well as 
added biomass contributes to 

higher yields, although quality 
is reduced.”
 Ensilage concerns

Bell said the dairies are look-
ing for forage at about 65% 
moisture because it can be en-
siled. The ideal moisture con-
tent for silage varies depending 
on the ensiling method. In the 
Texas High Plains, most silage 
is in drive-over piles. If mois-
ture content is greater than 
65%, the dry matter is low. High 
moisture/low dry matter silage 
does not ensile properly, and 
clostridia and butyric acid can 
form in the silage. Additionally, 
seepage losses can be an issue 
in the High Plains’ drive-over 
silage piles. 

“Poor quality silage results in 
nutrient losses from the silage 
as well as reduced intake from 
the herd,” she said. “Converse-
ly, we do not want the silage too 
dry. If the silage is less than 60% 
moisture, the dry matter is high. 
Long, dry material is difficult 
to compact and traps oxygen, 
which also results in fermenta-
tion losses.” 

So, when harvesting at boot, 
the solution is either to directly 
feed as green chop because the 
moisture content is too high to 
ensile or dry the forage in the 
field until the moisture content 
is ideal for ensiling. 

“While forage contracts are 
very important for Texas High 
Plains producers, we advise 
producers to consider negoti-
ating a price that accounts for 
the forage nutritive value in 
addition to harvest stage and 
moisture,” Bell said. “Farmers 
should ensure they are fairly 
compensated.” 

Kay Ledbetter is an associate 
editor/senior writer/media re-
lations specialist for Texas A&M 
AgriLife.

Nutella

By Jeri Lynn White

February 7 is World Nutella Day so let’s cel-
ebrate with some delicious Nutella recipes.  
For those of you who are not familiar with 
Nutella, it is a creamy hazelnut and chocolate 
flavored spread with a consistency like pea-
nut butter.  It was invented shortly after World 
War II in Italy when cocoa was in short supply.  
The developer, Pietro Ferrero, made the sweet 
paste from hazelnuts, sugar, and a little cocoa.  
Originally, it was formed into a loaf that could 
be sliced and spread on bread.  It was named 

Gianbdujot after a carnival character.  By 1951, 
the loaf was turned into an easier to spread 
product named Supercrema.  Finally, in 1964, 
the product we know today as Nutella was 
created.  Soon Nutella would spread outside 
of Italy.  In 1965, it was launched in Germany 
and in France in 1966.  Then it made its way to 
Australia in 1978, but it didn’t hit the American 
market until around 1983.   Its popularity has 
continued to grow and now has a cult follow-
ing in the United States. 

Nutella Cinnamon Sugar Pull-Apart Bread 
www.indigoscones.com

Ingredients for dough:
2¾ cups all-purpose flour, plus more as needed
¼ cup granulated sugar
2¼ teaspoons instant yeast
½ teaspoon salt
4 tablespoons unsalted butter
1/3 cup whole milk
¼ cup water
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
2 large eggs, at room temperature
Ingredients for the filling:
4 tablespoons unsalted butter
½ cup Nutella
½ cup sugar
¼ teaspoon ground cinnamon
⅛ teaspoon freshly grated nutmeg

Directions:
To make the dough, combine the flour, sugar, 

yeast, and salt in the bowl of a stand mixer fit-
ted with a dough hook.   Combine the butter 
and milk in a small saucepan and heat just un-
til the butter is melted.   Set aside and let cool 
for a couple minutes, or until the mixture reg-
isters 115-125˚ F.   Add the milk mixture, water, 
vanilla, and eggs to the mixer bowl.  Mix on low 
speed until a cohesive dough forms.  Continue to 
knead until smooth and elastic, about 3-5 min-
utes (mine took a bit longer), adding additional 
flour as needed 1 tablespoon at a time.  Dough 
should clear the sides of the bowl, not stick to 
the bottom, and be tacky, but not sticky.  Trans-
fer the dough to a lightly oiled bowl, turning 
once to coat.   Cover with plastic wrap.   Let rise 
in a warm place until doubled in bulk, about 1 
hour.   (After the dough has doubled, it can be 

wrapped in plastic wrap and refrigerated over-
night.   Let stand at room temperature 30 min-
utes before proceeding.)  While the dough rises, 
place the Nutella in a small bowl.  Add the butter 
to a small saucepan and melt until browned.  Im-
mediately pour the butter over the Nutella and 
stir together until well-combined.  Yeah, you just 
combined brown butter and Nutella.  Combine 
the sugar, cinnamon, and nutmeg in a small 
bowl and mix well.  Transfer the risen dough to 
a lightly floured work surface and gently deflate.  
Roll into a ball, cover with a clean towel, and let 
rest for 5 minutes.  Roll the dough out into an ap-
proximately 12 x 20-inch rectangle.   Spread the 
Nutella/butter mixture onto the dough.  Sprinkle 
the cinnamon-sugar mixture over the dough in 
an even layer. (Use all of it!  Yeah, I’m talking to 
you.)  Cut the dough vertically into 6 even strips 
(Hopefully you’re better at scoring than I am...).  
Stack the strips on top of each other and cut into 
6 equal slices, thus creating six stacks of squares.  
Stack all the squares on top of each other and set 
into the prepared loaf pan.  Cover loosely with a 
kitchen towel and let rise in a warm place, 30-45 
minutes, or until almost doubled in size.  Pre-
heat the oven to 350˚F.  Transfer the loaf to the 
oven and bake 30-35 minutes, until the top is 
very golden brown.  The top may appear lightly 
browned and cooked, but the center may still be 
raw.  A nice, dark golden brown will ensure that 
the center is cooked as well.   Remove from the 
oven and let rest in the pan 20-30 minutes.  Run 
a knife around the edges of the pan to loosen and 
carefully turn the loaf out, transferring to a serv-
ing plate.   Serve warm with additional Nutella 
and/or some powdered sugar, if desired.

Nutella Swirl Cheesecake Bars
www.sallysbakingaddiction.com

Ingredients
Crust
10 full-sheet graham crackers (or 1.5 

cups graham cracker crumbs)
6 Tablespoons (90 grams) unsalted 

butter, melted
1/3 cup (67 grams) granulated sugar
Filling
16 ounces cream cheese (2 standard packages 

or 450g), softened to room temperature
1 large egg
1/4 cup (50g) granulated sugar
2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract
1/3 cup (100g) Nutella, slightly warmed*

Instructions
Preheat oven to 350°F (177°C).  Line a 8×8 

baking pan with aluminum foil with enough 
overhang on the sides. Set aside.  Make the 
crust: Using a food processor or blender, pul-
verize the graham crackers into a fine crumb.  
Pour into a medium bowl and mix with melt-
ed butter and sugar.  Press into the lined pan.  
Bake for 5 minutes.  Allow to cool as you pre-
pare the filling.  Make the filling:  Beat cream 

cheese, egg, sugar, and vanilla extract together 
with a hand or stand mixer until smooth and 
creamy, about 3 full minutes.  Spoon fill-
ing onto the crust.  Drop large spoonfuls of 
Nutella on top of filling and swirl gently with 
a knife.  Bake for 30-35 minutes, or until the 
cheesecake has set up and the edges are lightly 
browned.  The bars will be very puffy but will 
sink slightly down as they cool.  Allow to cool 
for 30 minutes at room temperature on a wire 
rack and then chill in the refrigerator for at 
least three hours.  Lift the foil out of the pan 
and cut into squares.  Store bars in a covered 
container for up to 5 days in the refrigerator.

Notes
1. Nutella: To make the Nutella easy to swirl, 

you may do 1 of two things. (1) Simply mea-
sure 1/3 cup of it into a small bowl and micro-
wave for about 15 seconds. (2) Alternatively, 
you may sit the entire Nutella container into 
a large bowl of warm water for about 15 min-
utes.

2. Double Batch: Recipe can easily be dou-
bled and baked in a 9×13-inch pan, baking 
time will vary – about 45-55 minutes.
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You and your spouse are invited to a romantic 
Valentine’s Date Night.  Cost per couple is $30,
and covers a delicious meal at a table for two, great 
entertainment, a photo of you and your spouse, on-site 
childcare, and biblical encouragement for your marriage.
This is open to married couples of any age, but get 
your ticket soon, as space is limited. Tickets available from 
the FBC Church office, 806-250-3933 or from Ivy Cottage.  

fbcfriona.com

www.fnbhereford.com • Online Banking • TeleBank (806) 364-8300

• Free Checking
• Premier + Senior Accounts

• Reward Checking 
• Savings/ Real Saver

Three LocaTions To serve You
301 W. 3rd

Hereford, Texas
(806) 363-2265

403 N. 25 Mile Ave.
Hereford, Texas
(806) 360-2100

710 W. 11th
Friona, Texas
(806) 250-2900

• Certificate of Deposits
•Money Market Accounts

• 18 Month “Raise Your Rate” CDs
• IRAs

• Direct Deposit
• Safe Deposit Box Rentals

• FDIC Insured
• Convenient ATMs

• ATM Cards/ CheckCards/ Business Debit Cards
• Free Internet Banking with Free Bill Pay

• Mobile App
• Telebank-24 Hr Telephone Banking

• Bank Cashiers Checks
• VISA Money Cards
• Commercial Loans

• Mortgage Loans
• Home Equity Loans 

• Consumer Loans

LOVE YOUR SMART WATCH?
Use your First National Bank 

debit card on your smart watch. 
Just add it to your wallet and 

pay on the go!  
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Texas economy ranked 9th largest in world
Texas entered 2021 as the 

world’s ninth largest econ-
omy, according to the Texas 
Economic Development Cor-
poration, a nonprofit organi-
zation in partnership with the 
Governor’s Office of Econom-
ic Development and Tourism. 

Since 2015, Texas has been 
recognized as the world’s 10th 
largest economy — ahead of 
Canada and South Korea and 
behind Brazil. Texas’ econ-
omy overtook Brazil’s to be-
come the ninth largest econo-
my in the world, according to 
2019 Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) data from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF). 

The U.S. had a GDP of $21.4 
trillion as of 2019, making it 
the world’s largest economy, 
followed by China, Japan, and 
Germany, according to the 
IMF. Texas had a GDP of $1.9 

trillion. Italy, with a GDP of $2 
trillion, is in eighth place, and 
Brazil, with a GDP of $1.8 tril-
lion, is 10th, according to the 
IMF ranking of global econo-
mies. 

Texas is ranked first in the 
nation for its growth pros-
pects that are supported by 

strong employment and in-
come growth forecasts for the 
next five years, stated a recent 
Forbes report. 

Source: Texas Governement 
Insider, a Strategic Partner-
ships, Inc. publication. Visit 
www.spartnerships.com for 
more information.

Thank you for 35 years!!!
Patty & I want to thank Friona, 

Bovina, Farwell & all the Parmer 
County folks for the support & 

friendship for the past 35 years...
I’m not finished yet, just celebrating.
Come by & see me & get a quote on 

your insurance!

1992

1986 1988

1995 Patty & Homer Haile

Homer, Jessica Abarca, 
Irma Elena Armendariz - 2004

2015 Jesus Mendoza, Martin Lopez, Homer
2021

2002

1986
Homer, Irma Elena Armendariz,

Dana Campbell
Homer, Dana Campbell, 
Lucinda Stokes - 1995

Like a good neighbor, State farm is there.

®


