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Parmer County 
COVID-19 stats

as of October 20

Location:
Parmer County

Courthouse
401 3rd Street

Farwell, Texas 79325
Hours:

Monday-Thursday
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Friday
8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Reminder:
Bring photo I.D. when

returning absentee
ballots to the courthouse

Ask an expert: A climatologist explains La Niña’s impact on Texas

The presence of La Niña conditions means little chance of drought relief in the form of rainfall through 
winter or early spring.

According to the National 
Weather Service, La Niña 
conditions are currently in 
place, favoring a warmer and 
drier pattern across the Lone 
Star State through the winter 
and spring. To explore what 
a La Niña weather pattern 
means for Texas, we asked 
Dr. Nelun Fernando with 
the Texas Water Develop-
ment Board (TWDB) to de-
scribe anticipated weather 
conditions for the next few 
months.

What effect does a La Niña 
pattern typically have on 
our state?

The influences of El Niño 
or La Niña events are most 
pronounced during the win-
ter and spring seasons over 

Texas. During a La Niña 
event, the Pacific jet stream 
(a band of strong winds in 
the upper atmosphere with 
associated storm systems) 
is north of where it typically 
traverses our state. As a re-
sult, we will likely not get the 
storm systems that we would 
get if the jet stream was lo-
cated farther south. There-
fore, it is likely that this win-
ter and spring will be drier 
and warmer than normally 
expected.

La Niña is also associ-
ated with a more active At-
lantic hurricane season. 
This increased activity is 
because the vertical wind 
shear (the change in wind 
speed and direction with 
height) is weaker during a La 

Niña year, enabling tropical 
storms to develop vertically 
without impediment. We 
still have more than a month 
to go in what has been one of 
the most active Atlantic hur-
ricane seasons on record. So, 
we may see more hurricanes 
impacting Texans along the 
coast through November.

How could La Niña condi-

tions impact drought con-
ditions in Texas?

The western part of the 
state is currently in the throes 
of serious drought, with 18 
counties in West Texas and 
the Panhandle experiencing 
exceptional drought. While 
La Niña may not necessarily 
be the culprit for the onset 
of drought in these regions, 
its presence means little 

chance of relief in the form 
of rainfall through winter or 
early spring.

Warmer temperatures, 
combined with lower rain-
fall, in the winter and spring 
seasons could potentially 
provide the right mix of in-
gredients to set the stage for 
drought persistence, spring 
drought intensification, and 
summer heatwaves, as was 

experienced in the winter–
spring of 2010–2011. How-
ever, La Niña is not the only 
factor affecting rainfall be-
tween now and next sum-
mer. We can say with some 
certainty, though, that the 
die is loaded toward drought 
persistence over West Texas 
through the winter and pos-
sibly through spring.

Continued on Page 10

• A La Niña event can last approximately 9 to 
12 months.

• A La Niña (or El Niño) pattern starts develop-
ing in the spring/summer and tends to peak 
in the fall or early spring. Depending on when 
an event peaks, the timeline of the associated 
impacts to temperature and rainfall over a giv-
en location could vary.

•	The onset of numerous extreme Texas 
droughts has been associated with a La Niña 
event, including the 1950s, 2006, and 2011 
droughts.

Quick Facts

The FISD Board of Trustees honored district em-
ployees with a luncheon last Monday at the Friona 
Community Center. The Board wanted to show its 
appreciation for all the hard work that has been done 
to keep the school functioning during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Also, adapting to ongoing construction 
work has been another variable to solve this year. The 
Board would like to thank everyone for their dedica-
tion to the students!!!

Cargill supplied the hamburgers

Kendrick Oil supplied water and sodas

Amigos of Hereford supplied buns, lettuce, 

tomatoes, onions, pickles, and chips

Optima Dairy supplied the cheese

City of Friona supplied the Community Center

Thank You!

 — Special thanks to —

School board members (left) Jamie Lewllen, (right) Jeri Lynn White, and Su-
perintendent Jimmy Burns dish out the fixins.

School board members (l-r) Wade Schueler, Antonio Rocha, Jason Rector, 
and Andy Montana serve up the hamburgers.

Early Voting
October 13-30, 2020
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  1  TXism: “bellered like
      _  ___ bull” (yelled)
  5  wander
  6  Gulf mollusk
  7  TX Kris Kristofferson
      wrote & sang “____
      Me Make It Through
      the Night”
  8  “__  ____  ___  ___
      count” (lost the fight)
17  Korean martial art:
      __ Kwon Do
18  progenitors for us
      kids (2 wds.)
21  Rangers sports-
      caster, Nadel (init.)
22  this Bob opened 1st
      TX cafeteria in1947
23  TX Meat Loaf
      starred in this 1980
      rock ‘n roll film
24  DFW runway, e.g.
29  GMC Savannas or
      Chrysler Pacificas
30  TXism: “he’d charge
      ____ with a bucket
      of water” (brave)
31  Cowboy or Texan     
      6-point play (abbr.)
32  “careful, __  ____
      ____ for yet”
34  highway charge
35  British boy
36  “South Plains ___
      _____” nurtured art
      in NW TX area
37  TXism: “just two
      whoops and a
      holler ____” (near)
38  teenage “kissing
      disease,” for short  
39  TXism for “coffin”
      (2 wds.)

  1  Texas Capitol is an
      _________ beauty
  2  Ronnie Dunn of
      Brooks & Dunn was
      born in this TX city
  3  Matthew
      McConaughey was
      born in this TX city
  4  speed of music
  9  TXism: “he’s _____
      tighter than an 
      8-day clock” (tense)
10  central points

41  Darren Mc_____ was in
      “Bullet for a Badman”
      with TX Audie Murphy
42  TX Tejano band: “Little
     Joe _  __ Familia”
43  TXism: “got as much to
      __  __  _ hibernating bear”
44  UT player Mo Bamba’s
      NBA Orlando team
45  this TX Dexter wrote
      “Pistol Packin’ Mama”  
46  Santa’s word

47  band
      “Van 
      _____” was
      at Farm Aid I 
48  this Moody won
      U.S. Open in
      Houston in 1969
50  very fat
51  self-esteem
52  TXism: “tough as
      ___hide”
53  nat’l identifier

11  Denton once had
      “___ Street Fair”
12  this Otto directed
      TX Tierney in 1944
      film “Laura” (init.)
13  not often
14  goblin or gnome
15  TXism: “saddle sores
      eventually ____”
16  TXism: “blister ___”
      (handle)
19  1997 blockbuster
      with TX Bill Paxton
20  former NASA
      astronaut, Margaret
22  “____  __ rest”
24  TX electronics co.
25  TX Tanya’s “One
      Love __  _ Time”

26  steak order
27  TX Florence Bates
      was in 1947 film
      “The Secret Life
      of Walter _____”
28  Ms. Lansbury
29  legitimate
30  Clifford Irving’s 
      “autobiography” of
      TX Howard Hughes    

33  “neat as a ___”
34  Quanah H.S. class
      (2 wds.)
35  “_____’ Molly” was
      filmed in Bastrop
37  shock _________
38  TX-born John who
      was a guard for the
      Philadelphia Eagles
40  yippee!
41  impudent behavior
44  TX Strait was
      ACM’s Top ____
      Vocalist in 1985
47  TXism: “stewing in
      ___  ___ juice”
49  “Sin City,” for short
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THE FRIONA STAR (USPS 200-800) is published 
each Thursday at 208 E. 11th in Friona Texas, 79035. 
Postmaster: send address changes to Friona Star, P.O. 
Box 789, Friona, Texas 79035. Periodicals postage paid 
at Friona, Texas.
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2009Annual subscriptions:
$30 in Parmer County
$40 out of County
$24 e-Star Online

	  COMMUNICATION:
	 806-250-2211-office
	 806-250-5127-fax
	 frionastar@wtrt.net-email
	 frionaonline.com-website

solution on page 3

STAFF:
Clint Mears • Executive Editor
Holly Campbell • Associate Editor
Nathan Parson • Production Editor/IT
Evelyn Romero • Accounting

Community Calendar
Send Calendar information to:  frionastar@wtrt.net

call (806) 250-2211 or fax  (806) 250-5127

October 23
• FHS Band Booster brisket sandwich carry-out dinner 
from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. at Veterinary Industries

October 31
• Halloween Trunk or Treat @ PMC parking lot

November 1
• St. Ann’s Turkey Dinner in Bovina 
from 11:30 a.m. till 2:00 p.m.

November 2
• Friona Noon Lions Club Meeting at The Farmwife Kitchen

November 3
• Snack Pak 4 Kids at 3:00 p.m. north entrance 
of Friona United Methodist Church

November 11
• Veteran’s Day

November 16
• Friona Noon Lions Club Meeting at The Farmwife Kitchen

November 17
• Snack Pak 4 Kids at 3:00 p.m. north entrance 
of Friona United Methodist Church

November 26
• Thanksgiving

U.S. Government
President: Donald J. Trump, The White House, 1600 Penn-

sylvania Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20500. 202-456-1111, 
fax 202-456-2461, email comments@whitehouse.gov.

Senator: John Cornyn, 517 Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510 202-224-2934, fax 202-228-2856.

Senator: Ted Cruz B40B Dirksen Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510 202-224-5922. 

Representative: Jodey Arrington, 2019 Longworth, House 
Office Building, 202-225-4005. Lubbock District Office, 1312 
Texsas Ave. #219, Lubbock, TX 79401. Abilene District Office, 
500 Chestnut St. #819, Abilene, TX 79602

State
Governor: Greg Abbott, Office of the Governor, P.O. Box 

12428, Austin, Tx 78711-2428, 512-463-2000.
Senator: Kel Seliger, P.O. Box 12068, Capitol Station, Austin, 

Tx 78711. 512-463-0131. Amarillo office; P.O. Box 9155, Ama-
rillo, 79105. 806-374-8994.

Representative: John T. Smithee, Room CAP1W.10, Capi-
tol P.O. Box 2910, Austin, Tx 78768. 512-463-0702. fax 512-476-
7016. Amarillo office; 320 So. Polk, 1st Floor, Lobby box 28, 
Amarillo 79101. 806-372-3327, fax 806-342-0327.
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Texas:
879,000 cases
17,644 deaths

United States:
8,320,000 cases 
221,000 deaths

Worldwide:
40,900,000 cases 
1,130,000 deaths
28,000,000 recoveries

Coronavirus cases confirmed

COVID-19 News

Wash your hands
Stay 6 feet away
Wear your mask

Stay at home if sick

As of October 21, 2020

PAGE 2

You can listen to Friona 
football and volleyball on 
KGRW 94.7 Kickin’ Coun-
try and online at network-
1sports.com/station/
kgrw. 

Brian Fortner is the 
voice of Friona ISD sports. 
He will provide full game 
coverage for all football 
games and the home vol-
leyball games. Coverage 
will also include any play-
off games.

Friona sports are on the Air!!!

Opening
Soon!

Pam Kendrick was the 
guest speaker at last 
week’s Friona Noon Li-
ons Club meeting. She 
gave the club a progress 
report on construc-
tion and renovations at 
the new Parmer Paws 
building. Club mem-
bers were also given a 
tour of the facility. The 
Grand Opening is ex-
pected to be near the 
first of November. Fred 
Cook presented a check 
from the Lions Club to 
Pam for Parmer Paws. 
Kaci Morris, represen-
tative for U.S. congress-
man Jodey Arrington, 
was also a guest at the 
meeting.
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From the Friona Star Archives

Elections – A Party of Parties!      Have you and your family been 
talking about the elections this year?
Have you asked your parents if 
they belong to a political party?
     Political parties are made up of 
different groups of people who 
organize to point out the way they
think the government should work.  
                                   

                                                                                

VOT
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VOTE1 2
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9. a Presidential __________ is held every 4 years
10. Tuesday in November set aside for voting
11. planned activities to help people win an office 
12. discuss or argue an issue; sides present their ideas
13. information gathered by asking voters questions
14. sitting President whom may be replaced after election
15. to register a choice in the election
16. money given by people to help their candidate win
17. problems in the world that voters worry about
18. compartment where a person votes secretly

      Political parties choose their 
candidates to run for government 
offices. They run campaigns and 
ask people to vote their candidates 
into office. When they win, they will 
surely “party” to celebrate their 
victory!

candidate Election Day

campaign

party

President
platform

incumbent

issues

donation

landslide

convention

primary

polls

vote

political

election

debate

booth

1. having to do with government affairs
2. election where one candidate wins by a large majority
3. in a _________ election, parties vote for the people 
    who will represent them in the general election
4. a person who is running for President
5. a political party’s largest gathering
6. highest political office in the United States
7. group of people joining together to make
    government work the way they want it to
8. a political party’s official stance on the issues

Read the clues to fill in the puzzle:
     I’m an independent 
voter. I don’t belong to  
any political party.

   Which party do you like?

VOTE

SMITH
FOR

PRESID
ENT

VOT
E

VOTE

     The two major political parties in the United States are the Republican and 
Democratic parties. They often go “head-to-head," especially during the debates, 
when candidates use their heads to think and answer questions quickly!
     Other, smaller political parties have their own points of view and 
their own candidates running for office.

                     Find and 
                     circle the 
     names of these 
     political parties:

  Some voters 
back this horse...
er...donkey!

     Can you 
find and 
circle
all 
the
words on 
this page 
that begin 
with the 
letter “p”?  
My favorite 
“p” word is 
‘peanuts’!

Head
 -to-
Head!

C O K T N K D O N D A I S D G Z
J N B O L I B E R T A R I A N A
C E G O C A L I M A L K Q S U G
K N S T O U L T R O E I L K V C
E V O H N N O I T H C N B C X Y Z A K U E
T E C B S D W   S L O R E H O R G S L V S
M R K R T         I T S A H Y U I W D
R E S U I             G B T E W Y H
A P I S T B             G R I H E W S
T U N H U A V             P G C S C Y
Y B D S T G                   
J L E T I G 
D I P A O S     A R
Y C E M N W T O O H 
P A D P M E O A L S 
L N E S A A L P N U  
Q L N S G T C S A R       A S W H C 
D E T T L E R H T B       V R T E W A
H N S R L R E E N R       G R E E N W
A K E I A T D E U I       X V C S E    S
T I N H M C N T S         S F T W A    A

Constitution
Democratic
Green
Libertarian
Republican
 and the large group of 

people who are
independents

     Would you believe 
that I am the animal 
symbol for the 
Libertarian Party?

  The symbol of the 
Democratic Party 
is the __________.

   The symbol of the 
Republican Party
 is the __________.

Campaign Communications! A. families sit together and watch
    debates and ads on this
B. we use this to search for
     and read information
C. this lets people call or text 
     a message to us to ask how
     we feel about candidates
D. this lets us listen to the 
     political news in our cars
E. these are put on lawns
F. these are put on shirts 

3 4

FM106

VOTE NOVEMBER 

2  Call FromThePolls

You Have New Mail!
To: voter@email.com

VOTE!!!

     People running for office need votes 
to win the positions they want. They 
have to explain their ideas and plans 
to help our towns, cities, states and 
country. After we hear what they have 
to say, we have to think about and 
decide who might help the most. How 
do candidates get their messages out?
     Look at the pictures. Match each 
to a phrase that tells how it helps us 
learn about people running for office.

1
5

6
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The one with the best food!

Reported by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office:
Randy Geries, Sheriff

Warranty Deeds recorded at the Parmer County Clerk’s 
Office from October 8, 2020 to October 15, 2020

Susie Spring, County Clerk

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1502

       A C U T
       R O V E
       C L A M
       H E L P
       I M D O W N F O R T H E
       T A E  O U R P A R E N T S
       E N  L U B Y  R O A D I E
  T A R M A C  V A N S  H E L L  T D
  I T A I N T P A I D  T O L L  L A D
   A R T G U I L D  A W A Y  M O N O
    E T E R N I T Y B O X  G A V I N
     Y L A  D O A S A  M A G I C
      A L    H O  H A L E N
           O R V I L L E
           O B E S E
            E G O
            R A W
            S S N

(10/8/20) James Ray Harper, Malinda Kaye Padgett, Estate of 
William G. Harper — 1031 Services Corporation, Michael Rieth-
mayer FBO — All of NW 1/4 of Sec Num 4 in Roberts Subdiv 
of Capitol League No 488 and 106 ac out of Capital Leagues in 
Parmer County 

(10/8/20) Ricardo Diaz — Patricia Highsmith — All of L 12 B 
2 of the McMillen Ferguson Addition to the Town of Friona in 
Parmer County Vol 15 Pg 112 in Parmer County 

(10/9/20) Santiago Lucio — Rebecca Lucio — A tract of land 
in the City of Farwell tract out of garden L 15 and 16 of Sec 31 
Township 9 S R 1 E Parmer County and a tract of land 124 x 142 
out of Garden L 16 Sec 31 Township 9 S R 1 E of a Capitol Syn-
dicate Subdiv in Parmer County and a tract of land measuring 8 
ft by 124 ft out of L 15 and 16 of Sec Township 9 S R 1 E Capitol 
Syndicate Subdiv in Parmer County

(10/13/20) Natalie Dill, 18, of Bentonville, Arkansas was ar-
rested by the Department of Public Safety on a charge of Pos-
session of Marijuana < 2 oz., pending County Court. 

(10/13/20) Charity Kelley, 33, of Clayton was arrested by the 
Parmer County Sheriff’s Office on a charge of Criminal Tres-
pass, pending County Court. 

(10/13/20) Gabriel Badilla-Montana, 20, of Clovis, New Mex-
ico was arrested by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office on a 
charge of Possession CS PG2 < 1g, pending Grand Jury. 

(10/14/20) Nazary Barron, 44, of Hart was arrested by the Par-
mer County Sheriff’s Office on a charge of DWI (2nd), pending 
County Court.

To have your 
birthdays listed 

in the newspaper, 
email them to

frionastar@wtrt.net
or call @806.250.2211

Happy Birthday Friona Folks!

Oct. 22
Doug Carthel
Delbert Davis

Tiffany Vazquez
Darla Sealey

Norma Thompson
Carrie Schueler Landrum

Juan Samarron
Mary Beth Wyly

Carla Boyd

Oct. 23
Pamela Kendrick

Jessie Kube
Jett Jarecki

Oct. 24
Patsy Bandy

Winfield Davenport
Diane Mowery
Ben Santiago
Corina Ortiz

Oct. 25
Tommy Hefner

Jeff Moser
Philip G. Martinez

Jodie Denton
Mike Roberts

Shayla (Weatherly) 
Shelburne

Tammy Odell
Chuck Mills

Oct. 26
Mary Maddox
Ethan Tongate
Susan Bailey
Dawn Henry

Oct. 27
Dr. Felipe Jubay

Carolyn Lane
Jared Buske

Colby Whitten
Amanda Maricle

Jayn Looper

Oct. 28
Lunell Horton

Kirk Wright
Billy Williams

Sawyer Osborn
Zachary Barrett

FLAG PRESENTED….Friona Superintendent Hal Ratcliff, and Junior High 
Principal Tommy Hancock hold the flag that was presented to the local junior 
high by Governor Clements in Austin last weekend, signifying that the local 
campus is “exemplary.” This was in addition to the $13,700 cash award. The 
flag was unveiled at Thursday morning’s assembly program. (Friona Star, Oc-
tober 27, 1990)

Friona FCCLA members 
will be selling Pink Ribbon 
Cookies at Friday’s football 
game. Each cookie will be 
$2.00. All proceeds will go to 
the Parmer County Cancer 
Coalition. Come out and sup-
port this FCCLA project and 
your Parmer County Cancer 
Coalition. 

 «««
This year’s “Trunk or Treat” 

event hosted by the Parmer 
County Sheriff’s Office will 
take place in the Parmer 
Medical Center’s parking 
lot. There will be a “Best CO-
VID-19 Mask” contest and a 
helicopter landing. More de-
tails next week. If you would 
like to donate, volunteer, or 
just have questions, call the 
Sheriff’s Office.

 «««

Parents are encouraged 
not to take kids door-to-door 
this year to gather Halloween 
treats because of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

 «««
Prairie Acres & Friona Her-

itage Estates will be handing 
out candy on the lawn begin-
ning at 5:00 p.m. on Hallow-
een day.

 «««

St. Ann’s Catholic Church 
of Bovina, Texas will host 
their annual Turkey Dinner 
on Sunday, November 1st 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
the St. Ann’s Parish Hall on 
3rd Street in Bovina. They will 
be serving turkey & dressing, 
creamed potatoes & gravy, 
green beans, homemade 
bread, cranberry sauce, rel-
ish plate, desserts, and tea & 
coffee. Donations will be $12 
for adults and $6 for children 
under 6 years of age. Take-
out plates will be available at 
no additional charge. A quilt 
made by St. Ann’s Society will 
be raffled off at the dinner.

 «««
All Parmer County first re-

sponders (city/county/state 
law enforcement, fire, EMS, 
etc.) and a guest are invited 
to a special meal on Thurs-
day, October 29th starting at 
7:00 p.m. at the Friona Fire 
Department just north of 
the city park. The meal is be-
ing provided by the T2-1 Li-
ons Club District Governor 
Henry Wyckoff of Amarillo. 
The Friona Noon Lions will 
help with the serving. Please 
rsvp to frionastar@wtrt.net 
or send text to 806-265-5200 
if you plan to attend. Thank 
you!

 «««
Election reminders. The 

Precinct 402 polling location 
is at the City of Friona Coun-
cil Chambers at 619 Main 
in Friona. Also, due to the 
Texas Legislature, there is no 
“straight line party voting” 
this year.

«««

National Days
October 22 — Make a Dog’s Day

October 23 — TV Talk Show Host Day
October 24 — Bologna Day

October 25 — Mother-in-Law Day
October 26 — Pumpkin Day

October 27 — American Beer Day
October 28 — Chocolate Day
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www.fnbhereford.com • Online Banking • TeleBank (806) 364-8300

• Free Checking
• Premier + Senior Accounts

• Reward Checking 
• Savings/ Real Saver

“The bank designed with YOU in mind.”
Three LocaTions To serve You

301 W. 3rd
Hereford, Texas
(806) 363-2265

403 N. 25 Mile Ave.
Hereford, Texas
(806) 360-2100

710 W. 11th
Friona, Texas
(806) 250-2900

• Certificate of Deposits
•Money Market Accounts

• 18 Month “Raise Your Rate” CDs
• IRAs

• Direct Deposit
• Safe Deposit Box Rentals

• FDIC Insured
• Convenient ATMs

• ATM Cards/ CheckCards/ Business Debit Cards
• Free Internet Banking with Free Bill Pay

• Mobile App
• Telebank-24 Hr Telephone Banking

• Bank Cashiers Checks
• VISA Money Cards
• Commercial Loans

• Mortgage Loans
• Home Equity Loans 

• Consumer Loans

NEED TO CHANGE YOUR PIN NUMBER?
Use your mobile app to 
update your ATM pin 

number! 

NMLS#631662

Each October, National Principals Month recognizes the essential role that principals play in making a school great. Principals set the academic tone for their 
schools, and it is their vision, dedication, and determination that provide the mobilizing force for achieving student success.

National Principals Month

Deidre Osborn
Principal

Friona Primary School
Pre-K, Kindergarten, 1st Grade

Daniel Rosales
Principal

Friona Junior High School
6th-8th Grade

M’Kell Jeter
Principal

Friona Elementary School
2nd-5th Grade

Erika Montana
Principal

Friona High School
9th-12th Grade

FFA and 4-H high school seniors 
in the Friona area are complet-
ing their nomination applications 
for the 6th Annual AgYouth of 
the Month scholarship program, 
which has already awarded over 
$100,000 in scholarships. The on-
line nominations are due Friday, 
October 23.

AgTexas Farm Credit Services es-
tablished the program in 2015 as a 
way to call positive attention to the 
outstanding work that high school 
students are investing themselves 
in to benefit agriculture, their 
schools and their communities. 
Even during the virtual learning 
caused by the coronavirus, stu-
dents are still raising and groom-
ing their livestock.

They look forward to joining 
this past spring’s honorees from 
the Friona area, who were Adaline 

White (Friona FFA) and Marcos 
Juarez (Friona FFA), Logan Paet-
zold (Deaf Smith County 4-H), Hei-
di Gruhlkey (Adrian 4-H), Jackson 
Neelley (Vega FFA) and Emily Jack-
son (Vega FFA). Also, Avery Timms 
(Lazbuddie FFA), Payton Tolbert 
(Sudan FFA), Emma Rich (Sudan 
FFA), Ivonne Gonzalez (Farwell 
FFA), Erica Williams (Farwell FFA) 
and Sloan Osborn (Farwell FFA).

Of these, Avery Timms, Emma 
Rich, Ivonne Gonzalez and Logan 
Paetzold each received a $1,000 
scholarship check.

This spring’s award ceremony 
took place on Facebook Live due to 
social gathering restrictions.

“The pandemic reveals that we 
live in a changing world, and it 
also shows that we will find inno-
vative solutions to our challenges 
by becoming more resourceful and 

imaginative,” says AgTexas Farm 
Credit CEO Tim McDonald.

He adds, “The purpose of the 
AgYouth program is to recognize 
and support our young Ag leaders 
while building relationships with-
in the communities that we serve. 
These students represent some of 
the best and brightest minds of the 
next generation of agriculture in 
Texas and the United States. It’s our 
privilege to once again pay tribute 
to their achievements thus far and 
encourage them for the future.”

Students involved in both 4-H 
and FFA benefit from their orga-
nizations’ emphasis on leadership 
development and public speaking, 
both of which help these emerging 
leaders grow their confidence and 
presentation skills.

Through the AgYouth program, 
students submit their applications 

until Friday, October 23. All senior 
students in good standing with 
their local FFA or 4-H program 
and high school within counties in 
which AgTexas serves, are eligible 
for nomination by going online to 
www.agtexas.com/news/ag-youth.

A total of 78 students will be se-
lected as Ag Youths of the Month. 
Each honoree will receive a $100 
gift card, a certificate of achieve-
ment and will be featured in their 
local newspaper and on social me-
dia.

The highlight of the program is 
the spring banquet, which intro-
duces the Friona area honorees to 
fellow students from the Panhan-
dle region. Past keynote speakers 
at the banquet have included Hall 
of Fame Rodeo Announcer and 
AgTexas spokesman Bob Tallman, 
former Texas FFA Vice President 

John Smithwick from Idalou, 2017 
scholarship recipient Jacey Snapp 
and then-2018-19 Texas FFA Presi-
dent and AgTexas AgYouth schol-
arship recipient Cory Sinkule.

“We are very pleased to have 
created the AgYouth of the Month 
program because it brings positive 
attention to young people who are 
investing in our state and nation 
as well as their own futures,” says 
McDonald. AgTexas created the 
program as the result of an internal 
brainstorming session about how 
to encourage and reward excel-
lence in youth Ag achievement in 
high school. 

Friona Area Ag Students Aim for $1,000 AgYouth Scholarships
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250-3913
1205 Hwy. 60 West
Friona Texas

Phone 250-5000
“Where People 

Come First”

1105 N. Cleveland
www.interbank.com

P.O. Box 956
Friona, Texas 79035

(806) 265-3433
(806) 265-3281

E. Hwy. 60 • Friona TX • 806-250-2791

1010 Columbia at Hwy 60, Friona
Hours: 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Monday-Friday
250-5555

251-1324
800 Hwy. 86    Bovina, Texas

Phone 806-364-3331
Hereford, Texas 79045

THIS DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE  BY THESE  BUSINESSES WHO ENCOURAGE  ALL OF US TO ATTEND WORSHIP SERVICES.

Area Church Directory BovinaFriona

Prairie Acres
Quality Care
806-250-3922

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

Friona Heritage Estates
Assisted Living
806-250-5599

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
15th & Cleveland • 806-250-3000

CHILDREN’S CHURCH • 3 yrs-6th grade
www.calvaryfriona.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
6th & Summitt • 806-250-3933

Pastor Brett Hoyle
Email-firstbc@wtrt.net

Website-www.fbcfriona.com

FRIONA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8th & Pierce • 806-250-3045

Rev. Skip Hodges
Email-frionoaum@wtrt.net

Website-www.frionaumc.com

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
North end of  Congregational Church

1601 Euclid

IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
NUEVA JERUSALEN

701 E. 11th • P.O. Box 655 • 806-346-9725
Pastor Benito Mejia

benitomejia@live.com

QUALITY OF LIFE BIBLE 
STUDY CHURCH

301 Grand Ave. • 806-240-0826
Pastors Mark & Mary Goff

SIXTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 W. 6th • 806-250-2769

Jeff Procter, Minister

ST. TERESA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
401 West 17th St. • 806-250-2871

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

TEMPLO BAUTISTA DAMASCO
403 Woodland • 806-250-3472

Pastor William Tapias

TEMPLO DE ADORACION
620 Washington • 806-250-5929

Pastor Roy Dominguez

TENTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
10th & Euclid • 806-250-5236

Gerall Wyly

UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
1601 Euclid • 806-250-3635

VICTORY FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER
9th & Washington • 806-250-2207

Pastor Robert Kerby
Website-www.thevictory.tv

FRIONA PARA CRISTO  
LLAMADOS A CONOCERLE

1007 w. 11th • 806-247-2217
Pastor Aurelio & Cynthia Silva

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
308 3rd Street
806-251-1632

Pastor Brian Mullins

CHURCH OF CHRIST
500 Ave. E

806-251-1334
Mike Prather, Minister

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

205 4th Street
806-251-1124

Pastor Larry Mitchell

ST. ANN’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

401 3rd Street
806-251-1511

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

LA IGLESIA DE DIOS 
DEL PRIMOGENITO

The Church of God 
of the Firstborn

102 2nd Street

IGLESIA BAUTISTA 
HISPANA
103 1st Street

806-251-5232
Pastor Rafael Marin

“We Live by Faith, Not by Sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7

1380 Hwy. 214 • 265-3425

By Jeff Procter, Minister, 6th Street Church of Christ

Panhandle Parables

Seeds The Series (Grow With A Purpose!) pt. 3
By Teena Hughs

Our Greatest Blessing
Last Thursday, during my 

prayer time, God remind-
ed me that the contractor 
on our house at the ranch, 
Ray Ross, told me about six 
weeks ago that he was about 
to start “putting our house 
back together.” While I won-
dered why God brought 
that to mind, I found myself 
quickly thinking about how 
God puts our lives back to-
gether, just like Ray is put-
ting our house back togeth-
er.

I daresay that each of us 
has experienced some hard-
ship, some tragedy, some 
terrible event that just shat-
tered our world. We don’t 
have hope; we don’t see any 
way life will ever be “nor-
mal” again; we don’t think 
we can survive. We want our 
lives put back together, but 
we don’t know how it can 
or will happen.  But, we do 
know how our lives can be 
put back together again...
with God’s help!!!

When we find ourselves 
feeling like our lives are 
shattered, we want God to 
“fix it” as quickly as possible. 
But, as my friend Kitty Gall-
man said in Sunday School 
yesterday, God is slow, pre-
cise, and steady; and, He is. 

He knows what we need, and 
He is willing to wait for all of 
the pieces to fall into place 
to put our lives back togeth-
er. In doing so, time doesn’t 
matter to God. He just wants 
the very best for us.  

I would never say Ray Ross 
is slow, but he is steady and 
precise, and our house is 
reaping the benefits of his 
quality work, just like we 
reap the benefits of God’s 
slow, steady, and precise 
work. When I saw the new 
windows in the house, they 
looked good to me, but he 
said he still had a lot more 
work to do on them. That is 
the way it is with God. We 
feel like everything is good, 
but He is continually work-
ing to make us into the per-
son He desires us to be, and 
He always has more work to 
do to make us into the like-
ness of His Son Jesus. 

The house at the ranch is 
70+ years old, and it, and 
the area around the house, 
needed A LOT of cleaning, 
re-modeling, and it needed 
more room. Sometimes, we 
need to surrender to God; 
we need to spend time with 
Him and let Him re-model 
us into the person He cre-
ated us to be. We also need 

to let Him clean out the trash 
and junk in our lives, and 
then add things like more 
love, kindness, compassion 
so that we can treat others 
the way we want to be treat-
ed.

Ray told me one time that 
he loves our house. By the 
way he is taking care of it, I 
believe He does. Feller told 
me a few weeks ago that he 
feels like Ray is doing things 
to the house that he doesn’t 
have to do, but they are 
things that make the house 
even better.

God loves us. He knows 
we make crazy mistakes; He 
knows we find ourselves in 
messy situations; He knows 
when we hurt and when we 
feel hopeless. Yet, He always 
goes above and beyond 
to help us, even when He 
doesn’t have to. I don’t know 
about you but I have done so 
many sinful things and had 
so many sinful thoughts that 
I can’t believe God contin-
ues to bless me in any way, 
but He does, all because 
He wants me to be a better, 
more Christ-like person. 
He loves me, and He treats 
me like He loves me. What 
greater blessing is there than 
that???!!!

- Pregnancy Tests
- Ultrasounds (Coming Soon)
- Peer Mentoring
- Accurate Education about 

abortion Procedures and Risks
- Prenatal & Parenting Classes
- Breastfeeding & Labor & Delivery Classes
- Abortion Recovery Services
- Community Referrals

- Miscarriage & Infant Loss 
- Co-Parenting Classes
- Life Skills Classes
- Fatherhood Classes
- Relationship Classes
- Bible Study Classes

Created With Purpose Does Not 
Conduct or Refer for Abortions.

All Services are Free and Confidential. Services Offered:

By Brett Hoyle, Pastor, First Baptist Church

The Pathway of Healing
Let’s pretend you are des-

perately sick and you want to 
leave no stone uncovered to 
pursue the gift of the Lord’s 
healing.  This is not to deny 
the effectiveness or use of 
modern medicine, but it is 
to seek the Lord’s pathway 
to divine healing from Him.  
How would you go about 
seeking the Lord’s healing in 
your life?  Thankfully, James 
5:14-16 provides a New Tes-
tament pathway of healing.

James 5:14-16 dives into 
a section of James regard-
ing patience in suffering and 
seeking the Lord in prayer.  
The focus on healing begins 
with the person who is sick to 
recognize they are sick, and 

from there they are to call 
the elders of their church.  
Those church leaders move 
into action through faith-
filled praying over the per-
son, anointing them with oil, 
and giving them opportunity 
to confess their sin.  Some 
scholars suggest the sickness 
mentioned in the passage is 
a result of sin in the life of the 
sick person, but that is not 
crystal clear.  What is clear, 
is that those who are sick 
can seek the Lord’s healing 
from their infirmities, and 
their local church has an im-
portant part in this.  Inviting 
church leaders to gather and 
pray over the sick is a power-
ful act that has potential to 

unleash the healing power of 
God in the life of those who 
are sick.  

The pathway of healing 
that God lays out in his word 
is clear and simple, but it is 
not a formula for automatic 
healing.  In fact, the “prayer 
of faith” that is prayed over 
the sick, is not a prayer de-
manding God heal, but it is 
a prayer of faith that God is 
in complete control, that he 
is fully capable of healing the 
sick, and that we will trust 
his will and direction in each 
situation.  Sometimes God 
heals, sometimes he doesn’t, 
yet in both scenarios, our full 
trust is in him, and not in a 
gift he may gift.

The garden saga continues 
as each little plant begins its 
life above the ground. They 
are amazed at how they are 
growing so quickly, purpose-
fully, if you will. Our little 
friend the corn seed/plant 
has really hit a growth spirt 
and is taller than many oth-
er plants. He notices a man 
around the garden each day. 
This man seems to be doing 
all he can to help the garden 
plants grow. He even pulls 
other plants that are selfish. 
They are the weeds. They are 
the bullies armed with dis-
couraging words that show 
up and do their best to make 
life miserable. “Now I know 
why those weeds are called 
“careless,” they don’t care 

about anybody but them-
selves,” says the pumpkin 
plant with a low voice. The 
tomato plant chimes in and 
adds, “Yes they are care-
less and that is why we must 
stick together and encourage 
each other to keep going. The 
weeds can make us lose sight 
of our focus.” 

“Hey everybody, trust the 
guy with the hoe. He is for us 
and if he is for us the weeds 
don’t stand a chance,” says 
the towering corn plant. 

All is well in the garden and 
the plants learn to trust the 
gardener who waters and fer-
tilizes and best of all gets rid 
of the weeds. They are grow-
ing with a purpose and with 
the help of each other they 

begin to see the fruit of their 
labor.

It is true for the young be-
liever in Christ. The more 
they learn of God’s plan for 
their life the better equipped 
they are to deal with the ad-
versity in life. There will al-
ways be naysayers looking to 
judge and demean their faith, 
but with trust in God who wa-
ters and fertilizes through the 
use of other Christians there 
is hope and as long as there 
is hope there is life. So as you 
start your walk engage in the 
lives of other Christians, es-
pecially those a little further 
down the road. Learn from 
them, study God’s Word, trust 
God knows what He is doing 
and grow with a purpose.
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State Capital Highlights
By Chris Cobler

 State resumes requiring job searches to get 
benefits

Texans receiving unemployment benefits 
will need to show an active effort to find a job 
starting Nov. 1.

The Texas Workforce Commission suspend-
ed the requirement in March as the pandemic 
started. More than 3.6 million have filed for 
unemployment relief since then, according to 
Texas Tribune research. 

Workforce Executive Director Ed Serna said 
the state continues to suffer from the pan-
demic, “but we’re seeing employment oppor-
tunities begin to bounce back in Texas as our 
economy restarts. There are opportunities out 
there, and getting Texans back to work and 
businesses up and running again will create 
even more.”

Abhi Rahman, Texas Democratic Party com-
munications director, called the action “wrong 
and emblematic of Republicans who will do 
the most cruel thing imaginable every chance 
they get.”

“These are Texans who are struggling to put 
food on the table or fighting off evictions,” 
Rahman said. “These are Texans who have lost 
everything due to no fault of their own.” 

Workforce officials report 695,000 jobs are 
available at WorkInTexas.com, the state’s on-
line portal. Texas Workforce also reported the 
state’s unemployment rate jumped to 8.3% in 
September, up from 7% in August.

Big-time advocate in small town
A small-town Texas librarian is making big 

waves as an advocate for universal broadband 
access.

Dianne Connery, director of the Pottsboro 
Area Library, is spotlighted in Arizona State 
University’s ShapingEDU’s blog for her ef-
forts to make high-speed internet available in 
her town of 2,000. Pottsboro is about 75 miles 
north of Dallas.

The article notes she helps library users with 
their online medical appointments, works to 
create wifi hotspots around Pottsboro for stu-
dents during the pandemic, and teaches peo-
ple how to use Google Drive. She also drives 
around town testing to show where broad-
band coverage has been exaggerated by ser-
vice providers.

“Working in a rural library, I talk to people 
every day who struggle with not having access 
to broadband,” Connery said. “Their stories 
inspired me to work to improve conditions. In 
particular, I saw how young people do not have 
the same experiences and opportunities as 
kids in the suburbs and urban environments.”

Burning like a heat wave
La Niña conditions threaten to make this a 

dangerously dry and warm winter and spring 
in much of Texas. 

A La Niña event could lead to a drought and 
a summer heat wave similar to the weather 

pattern that smacked the state in 2010-11, ac-
cording to Nelun Fernando with the Texas Wa-
ter Development Board. Other factors might 
affect the amount of rainfall between now and 
the summer, he said, but already 18 counties 
in West Texas and the Panhandle are experi-
encing exceptional drought.

“We can say with some certainty, though, 
that the die is loaded toward drought persis-
tence over West Texas through the winter and 
possibly through spring,” Fernando said.

Giving Texas the business
The Aggies and the Longhorns aren’t likely 

to finish No. 1 in football this season, but Texas 
can celebrate a national championship in eco-
nomic development.

The state ranked No. 1 for the eighth con-
secutive time in a survey of U.S. corporate ex-
ecutives. The survey was announced at the In-
ternational Economic Development Council’s 
annual conference, which was held virtually in 
Dallas.

Executives preferred Texas over No. 2 Geor-
gia by a wide margin. North Carolina, Florida 
and Tennessee round out the top five. Factors 
cited in the ranking: overall business climate, a 
favorable tax climate, a pro-business environ-
ment, and access to talent.

Carve out Halloween fun with care
Halloween activities will need to be more 

thoughtful this year to be safe during the pan-
demic, the Texas Department of Health Ser-
vice advises.

Trick-or-treating from door to door is con-
sidered a high-risk activity for spreading COV-
ID-19 and should be avoided, according to the 
state health department and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. People also 
should avoid attending crowded indoor cos-
tume parties and going to an indoor haunted 
house or on a hayride with those who are not 
part of their household.

Instead, the state and federal health agen-
cies recommend lower-risk holiday activities 
such as carving pumpkins, decorating at home 
and having a virtual costume party. Moderate-
risk activities include participating in one-way 
trick-or-treating where goodies are left at the 
end of the driveway; having a small group, out-
door, open-air costume parade where people 
are 6 feet apart and wear protective masks; 
and visiting pumpkin patches where people 
use hand sanitizer, wearing masks is encour-
aged or enforced, and people are able to main-
tain social distance.

Costumes with facial coverings are not suf-
ficient replacements for proper cloth face 
masks, officials said. 

“Do not wear a costume mask over a protec-
tive cloth mask because it can be dangerous if 
the costume mask makes it hard to breathe,” 
the CDC advises. “Instead, consider using a 
Halloween-themed cloth mask.”

Small Town Cookin’ By Jeri Lynn White

It’s October, so we need pumpkin recipes

I can’t help it.  I have to in-
clude a couple of pumpkin 
recipes for October.  The 

bread recipe is common, 
but the second recipe is 
from the Olton Home-

maker’s 1976 Cookbook.  
It sounds like it would be 
tasty.

Pumpkin Bread
Kathy Childress

From the Cathedral of the Plains cookbook

3 c. sugar
3 ½ c. flour
1 ½ tsp. salt
1 tsp. cinnamon
1 tsp. nutmeg
2 sp. baking soda

1 c. oil
2 c. canned pumpkin
4 eggs
2/3 c. water
1 c. nuts, chopped
½ c. raisins (opt.)

Directions:
Put all ingredients into a large 
bowl and beat well.  Add nuts 
and raisins.  Divide into 3 
greased loaf pans.  Bake for 1 
hour at 350oF.  Yield: 3 loaves

Frozen Pumpkin Pie
Louise Martin

From the Olton Homemaker’s 1976 Cookbook

2 c. canned pumpkin
½ pint whipping cream, whipped
1 tsp. nutmeg
1 tsp. cinnamon
½ tsp. salt
1 ½ c. sugar
2 c. graham cracker crumbs
1 pint of vanilla ice cream, softened

Mix the pumpkin, nutmeg, cinnamon, salt, 
and sugar together.  Then fold into whipped 
cream.  Put in freezer and leave.  Sprinkle gra-
ham cracker crumbs over long baking dish ½” 
deep.  Spread softened vanilla ice cream over 
crumbs about 1 ½” thick.  Pour the pumpkin 
mixture over this.  You can keep this in the 
freezer until all gone.

Obituaries

W. L. “Dub” Cleveland, 86 
of Mesquite, formerly of Fri-
ona entered the Kingdom of 
Heaven on October 16, 2020. 
In his death, he continues to 
be a very giving person by do-
nating his body for research 
in hopes to help others in 
medical ways. There was a 
Celebration of Life on Sun-
day, Oct. 18, 2020 at 3:00P.M., 
at Casa View Baptist Church, 
Garland, Texas where he 
served as a deacon.

Dub was born in Slaton, 
TX, on October 20, 1933.

He was a natural athlete 
and graduated from Friona 
High School. His athleticism 
awarded him a position on 
the West Texas State College 
“Buffs” football team where 
he was co-captain, earned 
“All Conference” honors and 
was invited to play in the Se-
nior Bowl. After graduation, 
he pursued his love of sports 
and history by coaching/
teaching in Tulia, Amarillo, 
Vernon, Hart, Panhandle and 
Friona. After thirty-four years 
in education he retired to en-
joy participating in church 
mission trips to Mexico, Ger-
many, Brazil and here in the 
states. He was part of the Lay 
Witness Mission for Christ at 
the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta, 
GA, Samaritan’s Purse Op-
eration Christmas Child in 

W. L. “Dub” Cleveland

Denver, CO, and Coppell, TX, 
and Samaritan’s Purse Di-
saster Relief Team in Joplin, 
MO. He lived his life sharing 
the good news of Jesus wher-
ever he lived and wherever 
he traveled. He and Virginia, 
enjoyed years of mission 
work, fishing, camping, trav-
eling with friends, and most 
importantly, spending time 
with family. If you know Dub, 
you know his love for family 
was second only to his love 
of Christ. He and Virginia 
moved to Mesquite in 2012 
to be close to their children 
and families. He continued 
to be involved in his new 
church and community just 
as he had in Friona for 43 
years. He was employed by 
Whataburger of Mesquite as 
a courier. There, he shared 
kindness and compassion to 
those in which he had con-

tact. Everyone was excited to 
see Mr. Dub drive up to their 
restaurant.

He is preceded in death 
by his father, Clifford Cleve-
land, his mother, Lillian 
Crow Jones, step-father, W. 
H. “Shorty” Jones, and broth-
ers DeWayne Cleveland and 
Charles Jones.

Dub is survived by his col-
lege sweetheart and wife 
of 65 years, Virginia Naylor 
Cleveland, his children, Dale 
(Kathy) Cleveland of Spring-
town, TX and Cindy (John) 
Heiman of Mesquite, TX. 
He also leaves behind two 
grandsons, Jarrod (Claire) 
Cleveland of Ft. Worth, TX, 
and Colton (Shae) Cleveland 
of Tomball, TX, three pre-
cious great-grandchildren: 
Espen, Scarlet, and Dalton 
Cleveland, his brother, Roy 
Lee Jones of Branson, MO, 
sister, Raye Jean London 
Daniels of Friona, TX, and a 
host of cousins, nieces and 
nephews.

Memorials may be made to 
Friona ISD scholarship fund, 
Casa View Baptist Church, 
Samaritan’s Purse or an orga-
nization of your choice.

Mary Sue Fowler, age 93, a 
longtime resident of Bovina, 
Texas, passed peacefully into 
the loving arms of Jesus on 
October 19, 2020. From her 
birth on July 22, 1927, to her 
death on Monday, she nour-
ished people around her with 
warmth, love, faith, and gen-
erosity.

Viewing will be held Tues-
day, October 27, 2020 from 
9:00 A.M. until 8:00 P.M. 
at HANSARD FAMILY Fu-
neral Home in Friona with 
Celebration of Life Servic-
es scheduled for 2:00 P.M. 
Wednesday, October 28, 2020 
at the Bovina United Meth-
odist Church with Rev. Larry 
Mitchell, pastor, officiating. 
Arrangements by HANSARD 
FAMILY Funeral Home of 
Friona.

She was born on a farm in 
Hale County, Texas, to Fred 
and Eula Mae Gross, and was 
the oldest of seven children. 
Later, the family moved to the 
community of Sand Hill near 
Floydada, Texas. After gradu-
ation, she attended Lippert’s 
Business School in Plainview, 
Texas, and worked as a nurse’s 
aide at the Plainview Hos-
pital. It was during this time 
that she met the love of her 
life, Lonnie Joe Fowler. They 
were married in Carlsbad, 
NM on December 7, 1946, 
and enjoyed 47 wonderful 
years together ---- Lonnie Joe 
as a lifelong farmer, and Mary 
Sue as a homemaker, mother, 
and gardener.

They made their first home 
in Floyd County, Texas. By 
1951, the family expanded 
when their daughter, Nancy, 
and son, Robert, came into 
the world. Now a family of 
four, they moved to Silver-
ton, Texas. Mary Sue’s love 
and faith continued to touch 
friends and strangers alike 
as she served tirelessly in 
her church and community 

spreading joy everywhere she 
went.

In 1964, the family moved 
to Bovina, Texas. Mary Sue 
continued to be a bright light 
of service and generosity as 
she gave her heart and time 
to her church and communi-
ty. One of her favorite things 
to do was arrange flowers 
from her own garden to dec-
orate the church sanctuary 
and deliver them to home-
bound neighbors. She was 
often found humming hymns 
as she watered the beloved 
plants in her greenhouse.

She treated everyone like 
a neighbor and was truly a 
vessel of God’s love. Wheth-
er it was helping sew quilts 
for an orphanage in Brazil 
or sharing a home-cooked 
meal with a grieving family, 
Mary Sue was always ready 
to reach out with the love of 
Christ to anyone in need. It 
wasn’t always an easy life, 
but no matter what the cir-
cumstances, she always kept 
a positive attitude, and her 
family members remember 
her frequently reciting one of 
her favorite verses and mot-
tos: “This is the day that the 
Lord has made. Let us rejoice 
and be glad in it!”

For her leadership and 
service, the Bovina com-
munity elected her Woman 
of the Year in 1976, and she 
received the Heritage Award 

in 2001. She lived in Bovina 
for 53 years before moving 
to Farwell, Texas, where she 
has resided for the past three 
years.

She was preceded in death 
by her loving husband, Lon-
nie Joe, and their infant baby, 
Mary Elsie; her parents, Fred 
and Eula Mae; sister Olive 
Hinton and her husband 
Henry; three brothers, Dan, 
Dave, and Allan; sisters-in-
law Gloria and Alice; and 
nephew Ray.

Left to honor Mary Sue’s 
legacy and remember her 
love and her two children, 
Nancy (Bert) Harden and 
Robert (Kay) Fowler; three 
grandchildren, Ashley, Alli-
son, and Hayley; three broth-
ers, Jerry (JoAnn), CT (Joan), 
and Lonnie (Peggy); sister-
in-law Barbara; 14 nieces and 
nephews; many grand nieces 
and nephews, and close fam-
ily members and friends.

Let us all continue to spread 
the light and joy that lives on 
through Mary Sue’s legacy by 
memorial contributions in 
Mary Sue’s name to the Mat-
thew 25 Fund at The Bovina 
United Methodist Church 
at P.O. Box 127 Bovina, TX, 
79009. Mary Sue established 
the fund many years ago as 
a way to provide for those in 
need. She was inspired by 
these words from Matthew 
25:35 “For I was hungry and 
you gave me something to 
eat; I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink; I was 
a stranger and you invited me 
in.”

You may send condolences 
to the family and sign the on-
line greeting book at:  www.
hansardfamily.com

Mary Sue Fowler

Texas gas prices have fallen 0.8 cents 
in the past week, averaging $1.86 per gal-
lon, according to GasBuddy’s daily sur-
vey of 13,114 stations. Gas prices in Tex-
as are 0.7 cents per gallon higher than a 
month ago and stand 42.8 cents per gal-
lon lower than a year ago.

According to GasBuddy price reports, 
the cheapest station in Texas is priced at 
$1.44 while the most expensive is $2.69 
per gallon. The national average price of 
gasoline has fallen 2.9 cents in the last 
week, averaging $2.15 per gallon. The 
national average is down 1.7 cents per 

gallon from a month ago and stands 50.0 
cents per gallon lower than a year ago. 

“Gas prices have continued to remain 
subdued in large part due to the stale-
mate in Washington that’s holding back 
another round of stimulus for Ameri-
cans, which could boost the economy 
and oil demand and help Americans 
get back to work,” said Patrick De Haan, 
head of petroleum analysis for GasBud-
dy. “Absent some resolve from lawmak-
ers to boost the economy, we’re likely in 
store for another week of sideways price 
movements, keeping average gas prices 

near current levels for the fourth straight 
month. We may continue to see us stuck 
in this territory until there’s meaningful 
change in our COVID-19 outlook.” 

GasBuddy is the authoritative voice 
for gas prices and the only source for 
station-level data spanning nearly two 
decades. GasBuddy’s survey updates 288 
times every day from the most diverse 
list of sources covering nearly 150,000 
stations nationwide, the most compre-
hensive and up-to-date in the country. 
GasBuddy data is accessible at http://
FuelInsights.GasBuddy.com.

Gas prices edge lower
By GasBuddy

State Senator Kel Seliger

invites the citizens of Parmer County to a 

Virtual Town Hall Meeting
Wednesday, October 28, 2020

2:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Register at www.kelseliger.com

by Monday, October 26 

If you have any questions, please contact my 

Amarillo District Office at (806) 374-8994.



Let us sell your property!

Friona
4/5/3 Brick w/cent h&a, basement, fp, close to High School, 
$25,000 cash allowance at closing.............................$291,775

3/2/2 w/cent. h&a, close to hs, (2) fireplaces, roof (1 yr.), large 
living area/game room, fenced backyard............... Cont Pend

3/2/2 Brick w/cent. h&a, 2 living areas, storage building, 
basement, wood stove, 9 acres.............................Cont Pend
 
3/2 Country Mobile Home 4 acres, fenced back and side 
yards, new well, cellar, horse stall..........................$125,000

3/2/1 Siding w/central heat & air, original oak floors, 
backyard fence, close to schools..........................Cont Pend
                                  

Sold
5/2 Brick w/cent. h&a, fp, close to H.S., corner lot, (2) 
carports, open floor plan, new roof/gutters....................SOLD

102 E. 11th Friona
806-250-2745

frionarealestate.com

Property
Associates

Realtors

Sales  Associates:
Karla Rector 806-382-7465
George Rushing 806-265-7037

Broker/Owner:
Kevin Cooper 

Risinger 
Plumbing

Serving Friona
272-6772

Cell: 523-2222
Master License #16066
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Drivers
 License

Office
Schedule

Tuesday-Wednesday

9:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

Located at 

Friona Police 

Department

Building

public.txdpsscheduler.com

By appointment only.

Business

Classes

Don’t throw away 
your empty alumi-
num cans. Please 
place any cans you 
have in the trailer lo-
cated on the north 
side of the Friona Fire 
Department building 
on Main Street. Pro-
ceeds from the sale of 
the cans will go to the 
FHS Senior Class and 
help fund the gradua-
tion party.

You CAN do it!

806-250-2745

www.frionainn.com
frionainn@gmail.com

Homes For Sale

2171 FM 214-FRIONA, TEXAS-South of Friona - 3/3/2 
brick home, 1.285+/- acres, Easy access to Friona-Clovis-
Hereford. 2 living areas, fireplace, large office/utility/
storage, two wells, septic system, storage/workshop.

PRICE REDUCED! $260,000.00 19 RIDGEVIEW AVE-
FARWELL, TEXAS-FARWELL COUNTRY CLUB ADDI-
TION - 3/3/2 brick home, 1.033+/- acres, Farwell school 
district. Easy access to Clovis. Open floor plan with fire-
place. Many recent upgrades. Room for shop or addition-
al garage. Possible Lease/Purchase.

Please view our website for details on these properties, 
choice NM ranches (large & small), irr./dryland/CRP 
& commercial properties. We need your listings on any 
types of ag properties in TX., NM, OK & CO.

www.scottlandcompany.com
Ben G. Scott - Broker

Krystal M. Nelson – NM QB
800-933-9698 5:00 a.m./10:00 p.m.

Business

Seed

Charity

Help Wanted

NOW HIRING
Friona ISD is looking for a substitute custodian that 
could possibly turn into full time.   Hours are based 
on need each day.  Interested applications may call 
Friona ISD 806-250-2747 or Martha Moreno 806-
346-2091.  

Friona ISD está buscando una persona de limpieza 
sustituto que posiblemente pueda convertirse en 
timpo completo. Las horas se basan en la necesidad 
de cada día.  Las personas interesadas pueden lla-
mar a Friona ISD 806-250-2747 o Martha Moreno 
806-346-2091.

Holly Campbell

Sales Agent Broker

Karla Rector
806-382-7465

The Nutrition Spot
Phone: (575) 219-9436

Smoothie & Juice Bar • 613 Main, Friona TX

STAR CLASSIFIEDS 250-2211
Deadline: Tuesday @ 5 p.m.

A 501(c)3 non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to the prevention 
of cruelty to animals, the relief of 
suffering among animals, and the 
extension of humane education.

Volunteer opportunity. You have 
skills? Parmer Paws needs you. 
Bring your talents, whatever they 
may be, and join us. 806-240-2211 
or ParmerPaws @yahoo.com     

 
 

HELP WANTED
Furniture sales person

Bi-Wize
902 Main • 247-2210

Drop by store and pick up application.

is online at frionaonline.com

Monday 26
Breakfast: Breakfast Taquito, Yogurt
Cereal &/or Toast, Fruit, Juice, Milk
Lunch: Chicken Nuggets, Potatoes, Normandy Veg,
Rolls, Fruit, Juice, Milk

Tuesday 27
Breakfast: Sunrise Sandwich, Cereal &/or Toast, Fruit, 
Juice, Milk
Lunch: Hot Dog, Sweet Potato Fries, Chips,
Fruit, Juice, Milk

Wednesday 28
Breakfast: Biscuit, Sausage, Gravy, Cereal &/or Toast, Fruit, 
Juice, Milk
Lunch: Hamburgers, Fries, Garnish, Carrots, Snowball Sal-
ad, Fruit,  Juice, Milk

Thursday 29
Breakfast: Cheese Toast & Sausage, Cereal &/or Toast, 
Fruit, Juice, Milk
Lunch: Tacos, Rice, Beans, Garnish, Cucumber Dippers, 
Fruit, Juice, Milk

Friday 30
Breakfast: Pancake Wrap & Yogurt, Cereal &/or Toast, 
Fruit, Juice, Milk
Lunch: Chicken Parmesan, Breadsticks, Green Beans,
Salad, Fruit, Juice, Milk

Lazbuddie School Menu for Oct. 26-30

Local Feedyard looking for feed truck drivers

Great benefits and competitive pay.

Please call 806-946-3321

It’s that time again! Prairie Acres is excited to be hosting 
another CNA class this month! You can apply through our 
Facebook page, by calling Jane at (806) 250-3922 or come by 
and see us at 201 E 15th in Friona for a paper application! 

CNA Class Available



Friona Star | Page 8	 frionaonline.com	 Thursday | October 22, 2020

Division II - District 3-3A Football
Team	 District	 Overall
Canadian	 3-0	 6-1
Childress	 3-1	 6-1
Friona	 2-1	 5-2
Spearman	 2-1	 6-1
Tulia	 1-2	 4-3
Highland Park	 1-3	 1-7
Dimmitt	 0-4	 0-7

District 1-3A Volleyball
Team	 District	 Overall
Brownfield	 8-1	 20-2
Denver City	 7-1	 16-6
Littlefield	 4-2	 8-7
Friona	 4-4	 6-11
Lamesa	 1-7	 2-19
Dimmitt	 0-9	 1-21

Friona 26 Childress 50

		  Rushing Stats	 Carries	 Yards	 TDs	 Avg
	 1	 Jacob Bautista	 15	 79	 0	 5.3
	 4	 Mario Bautista	 6	 31	 1	 5.2
	16	 Bryan Chavira	 25	 159	 2	 6.4
	24	 Malachi Torres	 6	 8	 0	 1.3
		  Rushing Totals:	 52	 277	 3	 5.3

		  Receiving Stats	 Receptions	 Yards	 TDs	 Avg
	 1	 Jacob Bautista	 1	 2	 0	 2.0
	24	 Malachi Torres	 5	 53	 1	 10.6	
	 	 Receiving Totals:	 6	 55	 1	 9.2

		  Passing Stats	 Comp	 Att	 Yards	 TDs	 INTs
	16	 Bryan Chavira	 6	 9	 55	 1	 1

		  Kicking	 Extra Pt	 Att	 Field Goal
	 2	 Tim Ally	 0	 2	 0	

		  Defensive Stats	 UN	AST.	 TOT	 TFL	 FR	 FC	 INT	SACK	
	 1	 Jacob Bautista	 6	 4	 10	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
	 4	 Mario Bautista	 3	 -	 3	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
	 7	 Moises Pina	 -	 2	 2	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
	 8	 Juan Salinas	 3	 8	 11	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
	10	 Adrian Legaretta	 1	 5	 6	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
	12	 Angel Carranza	 1	 3	 4	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
	14	 Isaias Olmos	 2	 3	 5	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
	20	 Josiah Dominguez	 2	 5	 8	 1	 -	 -	 -	 -
	24	 Malachi Torres	 -	 1	 1	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
	28	 Tony Rodriguez	 5	 4	 9	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
	30	 Alberth Arguelles	 2	 7	 9	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
	50	 Jake Padilla	 2	 1	 3	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
	51	 Juan Lara	 -	 2	 2	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
	72	 Andrew Husted	 -	 2	 2	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
	76	 David Martinez	 3	 3	 6	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -

SPORTS

Yards allowed; Rushing 259, Passing 368, Total 619

Scoring Summary 
1st Quarter
C – Dareen Mathis 18 yd run (Ceasar Rojas PAT, no good) 
F – Mario Bautista 6 yd run (Tim Ally PAT, no good) 
C – Childress, Dareen Mathis 14 yd run (2 point conversion, 

good) 
C – Collin Bishop 1 yd run (Ceasar Rojas PAT, no good) 
2nd Quarter
C – Devron Sim 64 yd pass from Collin Bishop (2 point 

conversion, good)
3rd Quarter
F – Bryan Chavira 60 yd run (Tim Ally PAT, no good)
C – Lamont Nickleberry 18 yd pass from Collin Bishop (2 point 

conversion, good)
C – Collin Bishop 7 yd run (Ceasar Rojas PAT, good)
4th Quarter
F – Malachi Torres 41 yd pass from Bryan Chavira (2 point 

conversion, no good) 
C – Lane Foster 1 yd run (Ceasar Rojas PAT, good) 
F – Bryan Chavria 2 yd run (2 point conversion, good)

Varsity Football
The Friona Chieftains fell to the Childress Bobcats 50-26 last 

Friday night in Childress. The Bobcats are currently the #9 ranked 
team in the state. Mario Bautista scored Friona’s first touchdown 
on a 6 yard run. Bryan Chavira ran for two touchdowns and con-
nected with Malachi Torres on a 41 yard pass play for another 
touchdown. On defense, the leading tacklers for the Chiefs were 
Juan Salinas (11), Jacob Bautista (10) and Tony Rodriquez (9). The 
Chieftains (2-1, 5-2) host the #1 ranked Canadian Wildcats Friday 
night at Chieftain Field.

 
Freshman Football

The Freshman team defeated the Dalhart Golden Wolves 8-6 in 
a defensive battle last Thursday at Chieftain Field. Friona scored on 
a 8 yd Run by Abisai Torres. Adian Trevino made the 2 point con-
version on a 3 yard run. Defensive standouts were Michael Bautis-
ta with a fumble recovery, Johnny Gonzalez with an interception, 
Adian Trevino with an interception, and Kenneth Vielmann with 5 
tackles for a loss. Jarrett White lead the team with 12 total tackles.

 
Junior High Football

The 7th grade Braves lost to Childress 44-6. Rafael Rocha scored 
the touchdown for the Braves. They are now 2-3 overall and 2-1 in 
district. 

The 8th grade Braves lost to Childress 40-0. They are now 1-4 
overall and 1-2 in district.

 
Varsity Volleyball

The Squaws are in the playoffs! They defeated Lamesa 3-1 last 
Saturday night at Lamesa. The Squaws (4-4, 6-11) are on the road 
for their final two games which are at Denver City on October 24th 
and at Littlefield on October 27th. The Squaws are competing with 
Littlefield for the 3rd and 4th seed for the playoffs.

 
Cross Country

The cross country teams competed at the District Meet in Lub-
bock on Wednesday. Adrian Legarreta (1st), Dieter Ally (3rd), and 
Yvonne Legarreta (1st) are advancing to Regionals! The boys team 
finished in 3rd place. Full results next week.

The Week in Sports

JV JV
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2. The symbol of the 
    Democratic Party 
    is the __________.

elephant

donkey

 A Vote 
For The 
 Future!

  On Election Day
we vote for our 
new leaders.

Wee eeee!
  I'm 
soaring
in the 
polls!

 Hey, 
look 
at me!

1. The symbol of the 
    Republican Party 
    is the __________.

Campaign Communications!

A Party of Parties!

1. television  -  A
2. cell phone  - C
3. signs - E

  Some voters 
back this horse...
er...donkey!

 Wow! That’s 

    so cool.

4. pins - F
5. car radio - D
6. computer - B
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VOTE

VOT
E

VOTE

FHS Band Booster Club 
Brisket Sandwich 
Carryout Dinner 

 
Friday, October 23, 2020 

5:00 - 7:00pm 
Veterinary Industries 

**Brisket is being smoked by Friona 
VoAg Association!!  Don’t cook supper, 

come get a carry out plate which 
includes brisket sandwich, chips and 

water for $8.00 

Precincts 101 and 202
Senior Citizen’s Center

1410 Washington, Friona,  TX

Precinct 402
City of Friona, Council Chambers

619 Main St. Friona, TX

Precincts 201 and 303
EMS Building

109 3rd St., Bovina, TX

Precinct 401
Lazbuddie Methodist Church
665 FM 1172, Lazbuddie, TX

Precinct 301
Farwell Community Center

209 9th St., Farwell, TX

Precinct 203
Rhea Community Center, Rhea Community

Hwy FM 2013, 24 Miles NW of Bovina, TX

Precinct 302
Oklahoma Lane Methodist Church

646 FM 1731, Farwell, TX

October 13 - October 30, 2020
Mon-Thur 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Friday 8:30 - 3:00 p.m.
Parmer County Courthouse
401 3rd St, Farwell, TX 79325

On Election Day, November 3, voters must vote in their precinct where registered to vote:

Early Voting:

Check Your Mirrors
By Sue Jane Sullivan

As I have written about in 
previous columns, the five 
Sullivan siblings are pretty 
tight.  We have shared tastes in 
music, movies, reading, histo-
ry, art, and sports (excluding 
Shane, although I did convert 
him to PGA golf after the 2015 
U.S. Open at Chambers Bay). 
But it is Sabrina, the youngest 
at 54, who decided years ago 
to shake up the wide world of 
sports in our family.

The Dallas Cowboys were 
a relatively young franchise 
when Scotty, Sara, and I were 
kids.  Maybe that’s what hap-
pened to Sabrina.  She fell for 
the Houston Oilers when she 
was in cloth diapers. Then, 
when Ted Turner and WTBS 
introduced nightly base-
ball games, Sabrina jumped 
ship from the Yankees to the 
Braves.  To this day, she tells 
me she changed football and 
baseball loyalties because she 
wanted to cheer for the under-
dogs. I have other theories as 
to why the baby of the family 
abdicated.

First, phonetics: a quarter-
back with the name [Warren] 
Moon was much easier to 
pronounce than [Roger] Stau-
bach. 

Second, color schemes: 
the Cowboys combination of 
blue/silver just did not pop 
like the Columbia Blue of the 
Oilers.  Add red and white--
the trio of colors must have 
must have hypnotized our 
sister.

Third, white shoes: tod-
dlers in the 60s and 70s did 
not wear cute baby Converse, 
Nike, or Walmart knockoffs.  
As with her siblings, Sabrina 
wore those hard-soled white 
high-top shoes so we could 
balance ourselves and not 
sprain our ankles, I guess. The 
Oilers had a star kickoff/punt 
returner named Billy “White 
Shoes” Johnson.  Think about 
little Brina standing in front 
of the tv set and seeing a guy 
wearing shoes like hers. Be-
sides, “shoes” and “Moooon” 
have that goo-goo sound.  The 

Cowboys forfeited our little 
sister to Houston because 
of sounds, colors, and foot-
wear—I just know it.  

Until the late 70s, most 
baseball coverage was limited 
to regional exposure or the 
network coverage of the major 
league Game of the Week tele-
vised on Saturday afternoons. 
Then came Channel 17.

Ted Turner, the Southern 
media mogul who eventually 
purchased the Atlanta team, 
got in on the satellite boom 
and began nation-wide syn-
dicated coverage on what 
was then WTBS.  The Braves 
became known as America’s 
Team, and Sabrina fell for 
them curve, slider, and sink-
er. While the rest of us in the 
household were cheering on 
the Yankees, Sabrina turned to 
Dale Murphy and Bobby Cox.

Her Oilers are now the Ten-
nessee Titans.  Once Bum Phil-

lips and Earl Campbell left the 
Oilers, she never felt the same 
anyway.  As for the Braves, 
they have been happily mar-
ried to Sabrina now for over 
40 years.  She has planned 
vacations around their visits 
to Texas ballparks, traveled to 
Atlanta to catch playoff games, 
and she and her husband 
went to Cooperstown, New 
York, for Chipper Jones Hall of 
Fame induction in 2018.  

Today, the old Oilers de-
feated today’s Houston Texans 
in overtime.  And as I type this, 
Sabrina is glued to Fox Sports 
watching Game 7 of the Na-
tional League Championship 
Series.  The Braves and Dodg-
ers are tied 3-3 in the bottom 
of the seventh inning. If the 
Braves win, they go to the 
World Series for the first time 
since 1999. For the record, 
they lost that Series to…..the 
Yankees.  

Parmer County Sheriff Randy Geries went back to 
school last week. Sheriff Geries conducted semi-
nars with each of Mr. Gonzales’ junior high class-
es. Discussion topics included interactions with 
law enforcement, current events, and procedures 
to follow when calling 911 to report an emergency.

Texas remained sixth in the nation for 
honey production in 2019, and is home 
to thousands of overwintering hives that 
contribute to the nation’s agricultural 
economy each growing season, according 
to Texas A&M AgriLife Research and Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Service experts. 

Molly Keck, AgriLife Extension ento-
mologist, Bexar County, said Texas bee-
keeping falls into three categories – hob-
byists, sideliners and commercial. 

Hobbyists are backyard beekeepers who 
keep bees, typically less than 10 hives, 
to meet Texas’ agriculture exemption for 
property taxes and/or to produce honey 
for their household, to share and/or sell 
locally. Sideliners typically have 50-250 
hives but also maintain a full-time job. 

“The plight of the honeybee and bee-
keeping to protect populations is a part 
of the increasing trend of hobbyist bee-
keepers,” Keck said. “But around 75% of 
the residents who participate in our Bee-
keeping 101 course are doing it to get that 
ag exemption with the bonus being honey 
for themselves and to share with family 
and friends and maybe sell at local farm-
ers markets.” 

Commercial beekeepers are those who 
keep 500 colonies or more. Their liveli-
hood depends on bee husbandry and by 
moving large numbers of hives around the 
state and nation to pollinate crops and/or 
produce honey. 

In Texas for instance, a commercial 
beekeeper may deliver hives in the Rio 
Grande Valley to pollinate watermelon 
fields and move those same hives to the 
Texas Plains to pollinate cotton later in 
the growing season. Then in the summer 
they may move their colonies to South 
Dakota or North Dakota for clover honey 
production. 

 
Honey production and home base

Juliana Rangel, Ph.D, AgriLife Research 
honey bee scientist in the Department of 
Entomology, Bryan-College Station, said 
Texas is home to many beekeepers be-
cause they hold bees here in winter and 
then take them to other states for pollina-
tion services in February and throughout 
the year. 

Rangel said as Texas is not among the 
states that require apiary permitting or 
registration, it is difficult to keep an accu-
rate tally of beehives, activities like queen 
and bee sales and honey production. 

The annual U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture honey report in March 2019 showed 
132,000 honey-producing colonies in Tex-
as. By comparison, North Dakota, the No. 
1 honey-producing state, reported 550,000 
colonies. Texas colonies produced 7.4 
million pounds of honey in 2019, accord-
ing to the USDA report. Total U.S. honey 
production topped 154 million pounds. 

Even though the top honey-producing 
states are North Dakota and South Da-
kota, California, Florida and Minnesota, 
Rangel said thousands of those hives are 
based, or at least overwinter, in Texas as 
the state offers a mild winter climate for 
bees. 

“A lot of these major producers who 
provide pollinator services and produce 
honey have a residence in Texas, but trav-
el throughout the year before returning 
their bees to the state in preparation for 
winter,” she said. 

Honey production requires nectar 
sources from wildflowers like bluebon-
nets, Indian paintbrush and almond ver-

bena, Keck said. East Texas’ climate pro-
vides the best conditions for a long honey 
“flow” that typically starts in February or 
March and can continue until the end of 
the year, depending on temperatures. 

“Honey bees produce throughout Texas, 
but there’s less production in West Texas 
because it’s dry and there’s fewer nectar 
sources,” she said. “Central Texas typi-
cally gets a sizeable flow in the spring and 
a tiny one in the fall. Freezes in the Pan-
handle limit production there, but there’s 
also an abundance of agricultural settings 
that they benefit.” 

Honey bees prefer monocrops, or large 
swaths of a particular nectar source, 
whether it’s bluebonnets, cucumbers, 
fruit trees, watermelons or clover, Keck 
said. Native bees, on the other hand, pre-
fer to pick and choose nectar sources. 

The Dakotas are top honey-producing 
states because of massive fields of clover 
that provide a good nectar source for hon-
ey production, Rangel said. Bees are taken 
there in late spring and early summer for 
honey production.

Nectar harvest in Texas coincides with 
major wildflower blooms in early spring, 
Rangel said. 

“Nectar harvest in Texas is short but 
abundant and spikes in mid-to-late 
spring. By early summer there’s not much, 
but then there’s a fall bloom that produc-
es some honey as well,” she said. “During 
summer and after that bloom, those hon-
ey-producing hives are fed sugar syrup.”

 
Trends in beekeeping

Rangel and Keck said interest in hon-
eybees and beekeeping is on the rise, but 
that the number of active beekeepers in 
Texas is difficult to nail down. Rangel be-
lieves the number of hobbyists likely stays 
steady due to attrition and addition each 
year. Keck said participation in AgriL-
ife Extension’s Beekeeping 101 program, 
which is designed for beginners, suggests 
beekeeping is on the rise, especially in 
South and Central Texas.

 
“The number is at least staying steady,” 

Rangel said. “The problem when you’re a 
beginner is that you may be discouraged 
by a colony’s death in winter and wash 
out within three years, but you have new 
hobbyists starting. And over the last 10 
years, because of pollinator awareness, 
the numbers have definitely gone up.” 

Rangel said controlling Varroa mites is 
the biggest challenge for beekeepers. This 
pest can introduce dozens of viral patho-
gens that cause colonies to collapse if un-
treated.  

In Texas, Rangel said there are fewer 
crops that require foliar pesticide applica-
tions, which are detrimental to honeybee 
populations. The landscape is also popu-
lated with diverse plants that pollinators, 
including native bees and honeybees, can 
feed from year-round. 

But urbanization is impacting that land-
scape, she said. 

“People should be aware of the impor-
tance of pollinators,” Rangel said. “Bees 
provide pollination services that represent 
over $16 billion to the U.S. economy every 
year, and one-third of the food we eat is 
pollinated by honey bees. They just need 
to be aware that avoiding harsh chemicals 
to control weeds and planting pollinator-
friendly areas on their properties can go a 
long way in protecting pollinators, includ-
ing the honey bee.”

Texas honey production tops 7.4 million pounds
By Adam Russell
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CONFUSED
About Your  
Medicare Options? 
IF you are considering joining or switch-
ing to Medicare Advantage Plan during 
the Medicare open enrollment period, 
please BE AWARE: 

Medicare Advantage Plans  
ARE NOT Traditional Medicare.   

If you have a Medicare Advantage Plan:   

You CANNOT be sold a Medicare supplemental plan.   
Lower premiums may be offset by HIGHER out-of-pocket costs.
You MAY NOT be able to use local physicians and healthcare ser-
vices, or these services could COST MORE.   
Other services may be LIMITED. 

BE CAREFUL...when changing your prescription drug program to make 
sure you have not switched to a Medicare Advantage plan by mistake. 

Parmer Medical Center and Friona Rural Health Clinic 
encourage you to carefully evaluate any Medicare 
Advantage Plan before you give up traditional Medicare. 
Check with Rhonda Wilkins, Director of Senior Services, 
at 806.250.2754 if you have any questions about your 
Medicare coverage. 

Note: TRS retirees should confirm their Medicare eligibility 
before making any changes to their health care coverage.

Amelia Taylor sent these pictures to the Friona Star showcasing the family pumpkin harvest. Her daugh-
ter, Amanda had sent her the seeds from “Floydada” pumpkins bought last year and asked that they be 
added to the garden for this year. The results are in and the total weight of the pumpkins was nearly 600 
pounds with the heaviest being 96 pounds. That is Pumpkin Strong.

It’s the Great Pumpkin Charlie Brown!!!

La Niña conditions are currently in place, favoring 
a warmer and drier pattern across Texas through 
the winter and spring. Photo credit: National 
Weather Service

Water Weekly
For the week of 10/19/20

Water conditions
The latest drought map shows slow expansion of 
drought for the third straight week. Extreme or worse 
drought is now impacting 14 percent  
of the state, similar to early September 
2020 when it covered its largest area 
since August 2018.

Drought conditions
 S 36% now
 S 33% a week ago
 S 32% three months ago
 S 50% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of 
the U.S. Drought 

Monitor

Key

Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely

Map courtesy of 
NOAA

U.S. seasonal 
drought outlook
La Niña conditions (below 
average sea surface 
temperatures in the 
eastern equatorial Pacific) 
are in place and bringing 
hotter and drier-than-
average conditions to the 
southern U.S. By the end 
of January, the National 
Weather Service expects 
drought to expand to 
cover most of Texas and 13 
other western states.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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What does a La Niña pat-
tern mean for our state’s 
water supply?

The majority of our 
state’s major water supply 
reservoirs are located in 
the eastern half of the state 
and, at the end of Septem-
ber 2020, these were in 
pretty good shape due to 
the recent rains. However, 
storage at Elephant Butte 
Reservoir, which serves 
El Paso, and in other res-

ervoirs in the Panhandle, 
West Texas, and Central 
Texas are even lower than 
usual for this time of year.

Warmer temperatures 
and less rainfall in the win-
ter through spring seasons 
could result in declining 
reservoir storage due to 
increased evaporative loss 
and reduced river flow to 
all water supply reservoirs 
in the state. Inevitably, 
such an impact would be 
more detrimental to com-
munities relying on water 

supply from reservoirs al-
ready low in storage. 

What’s the connection 
between El Niño and La 
Niña?

You can think of El Niño 
and La Niña as two faces 
of the same coin, where 
the coin is a phenome-
non known as the El Niño 
Southern Oscillation (also 
referred to as ENSO). Dur-
ing an El Niño event, the 
tropical Pacific Ocean off 
South America’s western 

coast is warmer than the 
long-term average. Dur-
ing a La Niña event, or the 
other side of the coin, that 
same region is cooler than 
the long-term average. 
Temperature changes in 
the Pacific have huge im-
pacts on weather systems 
globally.

If sea surfaces are cooler 
during a La Niña phase, 
why do we expect warmer 
temperatures?

Remember how the jet 
stream and associated 
storm systems are farther 
north of their climatologi-
cal or typically expected 
positions? This change in 
the jet stream means that 
there could be less cloud 
cover over Texas, and more 
solar radiation can reach 
the land surface leading 
to sensible heating and 
warmer temperatures.

About Dr. Nelun Fernan-
do

As the Manager of the 
Water Availability Program 

at the TWDB, Dr. Fernando 
is in charge of providing 
programmatic direction 
and oversight for the tech-
nical assistance provided 
to the regional water plan-
ning process and the com-
pilation of reservoir evapo-
ration data used for water 

rights permitting and re-
gional water planning. Dr. 
Fernando has expertise in 
drought diagnostics and 
early warning, coastal run-
off modeling, and devel-
oping actionable climate 
information for water re-
source applications.

Ask an expert: A climatologist explains La Niña’s impact on Texas


