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The Friona Noon Lions Club is sponsoring a Frio-
na Community Blood Drive today from Noon until 
7:00 p.m. in the Calvary Baptist Church Fellowship 
Hall at 1500 Cleveland. All donors will receive a t-
shirt and another gift. To schedule an appointment,  
call 1-877-340-8777 or visit yourbloodinstitute.org.  

NOTE: You will be able to stay in your car until it is 
your turn to donate. Also, the Noon Lions Club will 
be cooking hamburgers and french fries and will 
bring the food to your car or deliver it to your home. 
Blood drives are essential services and social dis-
tancing guidelines will be followed.

Friona Blood Drive is today

Months ago we were out-
side, in school, at our jobs, 
being together. Now, we 
live in a world where hand-
shakes, hugs, and holding 
hands are in desperate need. 
But to every dark story, there 
is light at the end of the tun-
nel. At the end of the tunnel 
there is graduation for the 
seniors, there are mall trips 
with family that we took for 
granted, there are family 
cookouts where your grand-
ma is giving huge hugs to 
all her grandkids, not wor-
rying that she might catch a 
virus she can’t fight off. But 

in time, everything will go 
back to normal. The future 
is bright as long as we as citi-
zens do our part.

At this moment we all 

need social distancing from 
people other than those in 
our house hold. It is highly 
recommended not to con-
gregate to keep other people 
safe. Only for essential ser-
vices should you be out and 
about. If you are out in pub-
lic, it is recommended that 
you do wear a mask. Any 
kind of fabric or bandana 
around your mouth and nose 
area will work. Make your 
own masks; be creative. It 
could be fun project for kids 
after they complete their 
school work. Make some for 
other people, you could save 

someone’s life just by doing 
your part.

We appreciate the efforts 
of each and every church 
choosing to have online/
remote services. You are 
choosing to protect your 
congregations while still giv-
ing our community a means 
of worship. We have to flatten 
the curve to help reduce the 
number of people getting in-
fected with this deadly virus. 
At this Easter time, I ask that 
you all count your blessings, 
and help each other out. It 
does not cost anything to be 
kind and to be grateful.

Ricky White

A message from the mayor

Food service workers are shown distributing Breakfast/Lunch packages for the day. Meals are served 
Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. till 1:00 p.m. in front of the Friona Jr. High Cafeteria. Meals are 
available to all children 18 years of age & under.

Keys, cellphone, and a protective mask are the new essen-
tials for living in our COVID-19 world. Don’t leave home 
without them!

Everyone Stay Safe!!!

Good rains last fall filled 
soil moisture profiles for 
much of the state and set 
up a good yield potential for 
Texas farmers, according to 
a Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion Service expert.

 Calvin Trostle, Ph.D., 
AgriLife Extension agrono-
mist, Lubbock, said lines 
between areas with plenty 
of good soil moisture and 
those dealing with drought 
were distinct. Big rains in 
the fall delivered deep soil 
moisture throughout the 
“root zone” for most areas, 
while much of South Texas 
and along the Gulf Coast 
continue to struggle with 
drought.

The difference in good soil 
moisture – 4-5 feet down – 
can make a big impact on 
harvest yields, he said. 

 “The place you want to 
be is to have your soil hold-
ing as much moisture as 
it can hold going into the 
cropping season,” he said. 

“Deep soil moisture and 
regular rains through sum-
mer could bump yields of 
corn, sorghum and cotton 
up 10%-20%, and even more 
if you’re a West Texas dry-
land farmer. That moisture 
makes a huge difference.”

 
Soil moisture makes the 
crop

The High Plains and Roll-
ing Plains from Midland to 
Big Spring up to the top of 
the Panhandle and along 
Interstate 20 from Abilene 
to Wichita Falls received 
good fall and winter mois-
ture. Those rains brought 
much of those areas out of 
drought and created a deep 
soil moisture profile.

“The difference between 
soil holding 5 inches of rain 
compared to 2 inches of rain 
at 5 feet deep is big,” he said. 
“That 3 inches of moisture 
translates into 1,000 pounds 
per acre for a sorghum pro-
ducer. It’s around 150-200 

Producers with deep soil moisture see potential for boom year
pounds of lint per acre for 
cotton producers. That’s 
huge.”

Trostle said dryland farm-
ers in the High Plains who 
receive average summer 
rain could see up to 480 
pound lint yields, or 1 bale, 

per acre with the combina-
tion of moisture and im-
proved cotton varieties. A 
typical year yields around 
250 to 300 pounds of lint per 
acre.

“Farmers are eager to 
plant this season,” he said. 

“They see a nice opportu-
nity to maximize their per-
acre yields.”

 
Little to no rain

In the southern half of the 
state, rains have been scat-
tered at best. Josh McGinty, 

Ph.D., AgriLife Extension 
agronomist, Corpus Christi, 
said most of the region was 
in D2 stage drought, or se-
vere drought, according to 
the U.S. drought monitor. 

Continued on Page 2

The Friona ISD Construction Project provides for new security entrances for the four schools. For some 
readers of the Star, this includes a new concrete walk at the entrance of the Junior High building. For 
other readers, it means a new walk at the entrance of the old High School building.
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  1  in McLennan
      County on I-35
  5  TXism: “hotter than
      _  ___-dollar pistol”
  6  horse stride
  7  Gen. Houston (init.)
  8  TX Charisse was a
      guest on a 1985 
      “Murder ___ Wrote”
  9  printed fabric for
      cowgirl shirt
15  meaty dish
16  TX “Red” Adair
      _________ nitro
      over oil well fires
19  TXism: “he keeps
      his powder dry”
21  seat of Jim Wells
      County
22  TX-born Sly Stone
      wrote “Everybody
      __  _  ____”
27  “____ we forget”
28  this Tommy was
      one of TX Holly’s
      “touring” Crickets
29  TX leads the _____
      in cotton production
30  TXism for “leave it
      alone” (3 wds.)
32  famous Houston BB
      center, before he
      spelled first name
      with an “H” (init.)
33  TXism for “deterio-
      rated” (3 wds.)
36  young horse
37  TX “___ Baird’s”
      was sold to Bimbo
      Bakeries in 1998
38  “___  __  __ my tab”
39  USS Texas sub is
      34 ____  ____

  1  TXism: “if he was a
      dog, he wouldn’t ___
      his own tail” (lazy)
  2  arrival guess at
      Love Field
  3  Tulia is the seat
      of this county
  4  TXism: “went __ 
      ___  ____  ____ too
      often” (overused)
  8  Lone ____ State
  9  “Houston ______ 
      ________ and
      Highland Games”
10  Austin band: “Asleep
      __ the Wheel”

41  TX George Jones’
      “___ Thinks I Still Care”
42  TXism: “fits like ______
      on a fish”
45  TX Waylon sang 
      “Mammas Don’t Let
      Your Babies Grow __ 
      __ Be Cowboys”  
46  “mi casa __ su casa”
47  _____ Tech Red Raiders
48  TXism: “fat as a board-
      inghouse ___”

49  “__  _____
      two to tango”
52  walkin’ pole
53  “___ fallen, and I
      can’t get up!”
54  agcy. before 
      the FAA  
55  pixie 11  “J-__” definitely

      ain’t from Texas
12  TXism: “so green he
      could hide __  _
      _______ patch”
13  TXism: “____ off the
      dogs” (stop)
14  this Thorpe helped
      the Rockets win  
      the title in 1994
15  TXism for
      “underwear”
16  TXism: “cut the
      ____” (drink)
17  “Edward,” south
      of the border
18  overthrow
20  dog’s paws
22  “dig __” (eat up)

23  droop
24  TX Nat Stuckey
      wrote “Pop _  ___”
25  TXism: “_____
      medicine” (hot chili)
26  “___  ___ line”
      (conform behavior)
28  capable of
31  “it’s enough to 
      make my ____ curl”

34  used to break a tie
      in a Dallas Stars
      game (abbr.)
35  seat of Garza
      County
37  Astro Maldonado’s
      catcher’s ____
40  projects of a “New
      Deal” agcy?
43  Allies enemy in
      World War II
44  trellis
50  TXism: “shaking
      like _  ____”
51  Kathleen of “House
      of Cards” with TX
      Tommy Lee (init.)
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Census News
The Friona community 

has outdone itself yet again! 
Our 2020 Census num-
bers are looking great at a 
40.9% response rate, almost 
matching Texas’ state-wide 
response rate number of 
41.1%. However, the Census 
is far from over, and you still 
have time to take the sur-
vey. 

If you are filling out the 
census for your household, 
you should count every-
one who is living there as of 
April 1, 2020. This includes 
anyone related or unrelat-
ed to you — who lives and 
sleeps at your home most 
of the time. Count room-
mates, college students, 
young children, newborns, 
and anyone who is renting 
a space in your home. If 
someone is staying in your 
home on April 1st and has 
no usual home elsewhere, 
you should count them in 

your response to the 2020 
Census. Please count ev-
eryone living in your home. 
Where there are more peo-
ple, there are more needs.

As we mentioned before, 
census takers will not be 
traveling door to door for 
your safety and theirs. But 
you can still complete your 
survey online even if you do 
not have access to the inter-
net. Thanks to WT Services, 
there is a free Wi-Fi hotspot 
located at the City Park at 
Main and 7th Street that 
you can use. Thank you WT!

You should be proud of 
our community. We have 
risen to the challenge and 
are showing everyone 
why Friona is the Biggest 
Small Town in Texas! Re-
member that the Census 
is SAFE, EASY, and IM-
PORTANT! For additional 
information please visit 
www.2020census.gov.  

2020 Census Self-Response Rate Information – April 8, 2020

National Response Rate                                    	 46.2%
Texas Self-Response Rate                                 	 41.6%
Parmer County Self-Response Rate	 25.7%
          Friona Self-Response Rate                      	41.2%
          Bovina Self-Response Rate                      	3.5%
          Farwell Self-Response Rate                     	9.3%

Texas Panhandle: 144 cases
Hemphill County: 1
Gray County: 11
Moore County: 9
Swisher County: 2
Potter County: 47
Randall County: 40
Castro County: 11
Deaf Smith County: 7
Oldham County: 3
Donley County: 9
Dallam County: 1
Hutchinson County: 2
Hansford County: 1
 
Eastern New Mexico: 9 cases
Curry County 8
Roosevelt County: 1
 
Oklahoma Panhandle: 4 cases
Beaver County: 1
Texas County: 3 

Coronavirus cases confirmed

COVID-19 News

Stay-at-home directives
Potter County
Deaf Smith County
Gray County
Randall County
Hansford County
Castro County
Donley County
Wheeler County
Swisher County
Ochiltree County
Armstrong County
 
City of Amarillo
City of Canyon
City of Pampa
City of Ledford
City of Hereford
City of Gruver
City of Spearman
City of McLean
City of Perryton
City of Tulia
City of Claude

“A week ago, much-
needed rains fell across 
some of the more inland 
counties but missed those 
of us along the coast,” he 
said. “Corn and grain sor-
ghum fields have emerged 
to good stands in most ar-
eas but there are some in-
consistent skimpy stands 
where soil moisture was 
marginal.” 

McGinty said timely rains 
would have helped even 
those fields but have not 
developed so far. Most pro-

ducers were finishing cot-
ton planting and were hop-
ing chances of rain in the 
forecast will materialize. 

AgriLife Extension agent 
reports from other south-
ern parts of the state re-
ported spotty crop emer-
gence, failed germination 
and delayed plantings 
due to severe to extreme 
drought.

 
AgriLife Extension district 
reporters compiled the 
following summaries: 

SOUTH PLAINS
Subsoil and topsoil mois-

ture levels were good. Winter 
wheat and rangeland were in 
fair condition. Some farmers 
were planting oats and oth-
ers were spraying wheat to 
get ready for cotton planting. 
Pastures were in good con-
dition with the recent rains. 
Cattle were reported to be in 
good condition. 

PANHANDLE
Subsoil and topsoil mois-

ture levels were adequate. 

Pastures and rangelands 
were fair and slowly be-
ginning to green up with 
warmer temperatures. Win-
ter wheat conditions were 
fair to excellent. Some wheat 
streak mosaic and rust were 
reported in various fields. 
Stocker cattle were being 
moved from wheat-for-grain 
fields to graze out wheat. The 
central Panhandle reported 
adequate topsoil moisture 
and adequate subsoil mois-
ture. Pastures and range-
lands were poor to fair.

Continued from page 1

Producers with deep soil moisture see potential for boom year

A big thanks to WT Services for providing FREE WiFi hotspots for Friona students. The hotspot locations 
are the Friona City Park, the Friona High School parking lot, and the Cottonwood apartments. The City 
Park hotspot is also available for anyone who needs to complete the 2020 Census and does not have in-
ternet access at home.
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“Hoppy” Easter!

                                         1. The Easter Bunny is a young ________ .
             2. No one is sure how the Easter Bunny started his 
                 work, but it is thought that he “hopped” across the 
ocean with the people who came to America from ________.
3. It is believed that the first bunny-shaped treats 
    were made out of pastry and _______.
4. Today, milk, dark or white ________ bunnies are a favorite treat at Easter.
5. Many families hard-boil, dye and decorate ________ to eat or to hunt at Easter.
6. The Easter Bunny delivers ________ full of treats to children for Easter morning.
7. Easter baskets began with children leaving their hats or 
    ________ to be filled with treats by the Easter Bunny.
8. The Easter Bunny hides colored eggs for ________ to hunt!
9. Another popular Easter animal is  
    the soft, yellow, peeping ________.
10. On ______ they are often shown popping 
      out of eggs or sitting in baskets.
11. A woolly, soft, white baby ________ 
      or kid is often shown as a cake. 
12. Baby animals are signs of new ________ in the springtime.

     I enjoy delivering Easter baskets. People 
say that I am as quick as....well...a bunny! I 
have strong back legs that allow me to jump 
as high as three feet and as far as nine feet.
     See if you can read the clues below to fill  
in this week’s puzzle about me and a couple  
of other favorite “Easter” animals. Hop to it!

1 2
3

4

5
6

7
8

9

10

11

12

Whew!

  Gosh!  I don’t like
to complain, but
shouldn’t we be the
ones who get to
deliver the eggs?

     There are four           
sets of eggs that are 
exactly the same. 
Can you find and 
circle the 2 identical 
eggs in each set?

rabbit

sugar

Germany

baskets

eggs

children
chocolate

bonnetscards
chick

life

lamb

     Yay! I get 
to help with the 
eggs this year.

A Magical Job! Alphabet key for secret message:     Uh-oh, what is Bunny worried about? After Easter, his magician  
friend wants Bunny to join his magic show. Bunny knows that the 
magician’s favorite trick is to:   
          Gee, I delivered 

all the baskets and 
hid all the eggs! 
I’m pretty tired... 

  Follow the 
alphabet 
code to “see.” 

1        2         3        4        5        6       7 
         H         I         J        K        L        M      N        __        __      __       __      __       __     __

        __      __       __       __      __      __      __

__       __      __       __       __       __              O        P       Q       R         S        T        

 A       B        C         D      E        F       G 

15       16      17      18       19      20       
__       __      __       __       __       __        U        V       W       X         Y        Z
 21      22      23      24       25      26

8         9       1 0      11     12       13     14
__ __ __ __        __        __ __ __ __ __ __        __ __ __

__ __        __ __ __        __ __ __ !

16 21 211 1

1

2 2 20

206 8 9 19 8
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15
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A Basket Full of Fun and Surprises!Have You Ever Seen?

    Find and 
circle these 
favorite 
Easter candies 
in the basket:

     

1. malted eggs
2. cream-filled eggs
3. marshmallow chick
4. chocolate bunny
5. jellybeans 

M A R S H M A L L O W C H I C K 
C R E A M F I L L E D E G G S M
V C Y N N U B E T A L O C O H C 
  B C V O D S P O I Q W E N F R
  L A P W O Q R U G F U S I E   
  O I E J E L L Y B E A N S O 
    W O I N F D S U I B R Q I 
    Z I U N O R G N J I O W
      F S G G E D E T L A M  

1. __ __ __ __ __ __ __ and coloring book

2. small toy car or __ __ __ __ __

3. __ __ __ __ __ tickets

4. __ __ __ __ __ book

5. story __ __ __ __

6. box of __ __ __ __ __

7. stuffed __ __ __ __ __ __

8. rubber __ __ __ __

9. jump __ __ __ __

m

m
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     What kinds of treats might the Easter Bunny put  
in baskets to delight children on Easter morning?
Unscramble the letters to fill in the blanks.

Quack!

Look what
 I can do!

     What on Earth 
is that? Hey, it’s 
me in chocolate!

     In Australia, some families are
choosing this chocolate animal for
Easter celebrations rather than a
chocolate rabbit. This animal is native 
to Australia whereas the rabbit is not.
Wild rabbits were brought to Australia 
by settlers for food. Rabbits have 
grown in large numbers and compete
with this animal for food. About the
size of a rabbit, this animl carries
its young in its pouch. What is it?

__ __ __ __ __
l i b y b
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Newspaper Fun!
 

www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: color
  stuff in!

Annimills LLC © 2020 V16-14

We’re really excited about having... ...Easter egg hunts in our back yards!

Phone: 806-250-2211 • Fax: 806-250-5127 
Email: frionastar@wtrt.net

Friona Flashbacks
THE BIG THREE: The 

Chieftains hit three home 

runs Monday on the way 

to an 18-8 win over Sanford 

Fritch. Josh Barnett (12) 

is congratulated by team-

mates after he hit a three 

run homer over the center-

field fence. Hunter Sundre 

and Brayden Pope also had 

home runs. Ron Carr photo 

(Friona Star, May 1, 2014)

The Resident of the Month for April at Prairie Acres is Amy Wy-
lie. The Employee of the Month is Natalie Correa. She works in the 
nursing department and has been at Prairie Acres since July 2019.

«««
Casey Tiffany is the new interim Administrator at Prairie Acres. 

She is a graduate of Howard Payne University and earned a Master 
of Science in Gerontology from Baylor University. She obtained a 
LNHA and started working as an Administrator in long term care. 
She has also served as an Executive Director in assisted living.

«««
Cindy Holley is the new Housing Manager at Heritage Estates. 

She has been working in the medical field since she was 16 years 
old. She started working as a CNA in a nursing home close to her 
hometown of Olive, Oklahoma. She is new to Friona and Texas. 
The entire family is eager to learn about and love everything that 
is Texas.

«««
The terms “distance learning” and “social distancing” have re-

cently become ubiquitous. However, these terms are not really 
new. Back in the late 1970s B.C. (before coronavirus), we practiced 
those same skills. Most of the students I knew tried to stay as far 
away from any textbook as they possibly could. Now that is true 
distance learning. Also, one Saturday night a group of ten of us 
guys decided to go bowling in Clovis. Names have been left out to 
protect the guilty and I only heard this story second hand from an 
unnamed whistleblower. Anyway, after we struck out at the lanes 
we ventured over to the McDonalds just off of the south end of the 
drag. For reasons unknown, as we got our trays the first two guys 
sat at different tables and then the next two at different tables and 
then, you guessed it, ten guys at ten tables. Social distancing at its 
finest. It’s sweet when an unplanned plan comes together. Fortu-
nately for the other customers, it only took us about a minute to 
eat our happy meals and hit the road for other adventures. Now, go 
look up the meaning of ubiquitous and call it a day. Livin’ La Vida 
Locarona!!!

«««
City Manager Lee Davila said that the roll-off box for waste items 

was filled up in record time last week. He wanted to thank every-
one for doing their part in keeping Friona clean. Call the City office 
at 806-250-2761 to schedule a time to unload waste items at the 
box.

«««
The Cemetery Meeting scheduled for April 16, 2020 has been 

cancelled.
«««

The 2020 Cheeseburger Festival has been cancelled.
«««

Call us at 250-2211 or send email to frionastar@wtrt.net to in-
form us of information that the public needs to know about. Can-
cellations and postponements will also be listed on our website at 
www.frionaonline.com. 

«««
National Days

April 9 — Cherish an Antique Day
April 10 — Farm Animals Day

April 11 — Submarine Day
April 12 — Easter

April 13 — Peach Cobbler Day
April 14 — Gardening Day

April 15 — Tax Day

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1474

       W E S T
       A T W O
       G A I T
         S H
        S H E   C A L I C O
       S T E W  D E T O N A T E D
       C A R E F U L   A L I C E
  I S A S T A R  L E S T  A L L S U P
  N A T I O N   L E T I T B E   A O
   G O N E T O P O T  C O L T  M R S
    P U T I T O N   F E E T W I D E
     S H E  S C A L E S  U P T O
      E S  T E X A S `  C A T
           I T T A K E S
           S T I L T
            I V E
            C A A
            E L F       



Happy Birthday Friona Folks!
April 9

Kinsley Wiseman
Dale Williams

Isabel Martinez
Amy Wylie

April 10
Louise Walker
Mitchell Reeve
Brittany Reeve

Julie Echevarria
Victor Gonzales

Evan Rapp
Byron Boyd

Jose Carranza
Juana Baldwin

April 11
Audra King
Jared Boyd

Heather Lewellen
Lisa Alaniz

Lindsey Gurley
Sloane Neill

April 12
Stormi Choate
Richie Herring
Michael Wren
Briggs Barnett

To have your birthdays listed in 
the newspaper, email them to

frionastar@wtrt.net
or call @806.250.2211

April 13
Mike Neill

Reagan Schueler
Sami White
Kyle Barnett

Sharolyn Cline

April 14
Melvin Smith

Erin (Anthony) Busch
Morgan (Anthony) Tanner

Charlie Pope
Greg Stowers
Patti Widner
Butch Barker
Bennett Neill

Jaguelin Guevara

April 15
Bruce Gipson

Jay Potts
Christian (Hanes) Lee

Anna Murphree
Justin Bridges

Kevin Veggeberg
Kelsey Davis

Maddox Reeves
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Reported by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office:
Randy Geries, Sheriff

LTC CLASSES HELD
MONTHLY IN FRIONA

CONTACT BRENDA TYLER
(806) 293-4400

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Warranty Deeds recorded at the Parmer County Clerk’s 
Office from March 26, 2020 to April 2, 2020

Susie Spring, County Clerk

www.fnbhereford.com • Online Banking • TeleBank (806) 364-8300

• Free Checking
• Premier + Senior Accounts

• Reward Checking 
• Savings/ Real Saver

“The bank designed with YOU in mind.”
Three LocaTions To serve You

301 W. 3rd
Hereford, Texas
(806) 363-2265

Open Monday Through Friday 
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Drive thru open Friday until 6 p.m.

 403 N. 25 Mile Ave.
Hereford, Texas
(806) 360-2100

Open Monday Through Friday 
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Drive thru open until 6 p.m.

710 W. 11th
Friona, Texas
(806) 250-2900

Open Monday Through Friday 
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

Drive thru open Friday until 6 p.m.

• Certificate of Deposits

ATM, DRIVE-THRU, ON-LINE BANKING AVAILABLE
As of March 20 we have closed our lobby.  The health and well being of our 

customers, employees, and our community is first and foremost in our actions, 
thoughts, and prayers. All bank services are still available. We urge our 

customers to utilize our on-line banking services and ATM’s as much as possible. 
Our drive up banking services are available during our normal business hours. If 
you need any services and are unable to use on line banking or drive up facilities, 

please call our locations. We will meet your banking needs during this time. 

• Free Checking
• Premier + Senior Accounts

• Reward Checking
• Savings/ Real Saver

• Certificate of Deposits
• Money Market Accounts

• 18 Month “Raise Your Rate” CDs
• IRAs • Direct Deposit

• Safe Deposit Box Rentals
• FDIC Insured

• Convenient ATMs
• ATM/ CheckCards/ Business Debit Cards

• Free Internet Banking 
with Free Bill Pay • Mobile App

• Telebank-24 Hr Telephone Banking
• Bank Cashiers Checks

• VISA Money Cards
• Commercial Loans

• Mortgage Loans
• Home Equity Loans 

• Consumer Loans

(4-1-20) — Manuel Carrizales, 31, of Amarillo was arrested by 
the DPS on a Taylor County warrant, bond and released. 

(4-3-20) — Scott Smith, 44, of Texico, New Mexico was arrest-
ed by the Parmer County SO on a charge of possession CS Pg1 < 
1 gram, pending District Court. 

(4-5-20) — Jose Robledo, 23, of Bovina was arrested by the 
Bovina PD on a charge of 3 counts of aggravated assault w/
deadly weapon, pending Grand Jury and Criminal Mischief > 
$750 < $2,500, pending County Court.

Xcel Energy Texas bills to drop with lower fuel costs
Low natural gas prices, new wind farms help slash fuel costs in half since 2017

The cost of electricity for 
thousands of customers in 
the Texas

Panhandle and South 
Plains will drop April 1 when 
Xcel Energy lowers its month-
ly fuel cost factor to reflect 
historically low natural gas 
prices and the increased use 
of low-cost wind energy.

Fuel costs across all cus-
tomer classes are being re-
duced. For Texas residential 
customers using 1,000 kilo-
watt-hours a month, the total 
bill will decrease by $4.35, or 
4.3%. The lower fuel costs are 
being implemented on an 
interim basis pending final 
approval by the Public Utility 
Commission of Texas.

“Natural gas is as cheap as 
it has been in decades, and 
this is good for our custom-
ers because it fuels about half 
our annual supply of electric-
ity,” said David Hudson, pres-
ident, Xcel Energy – Texas. 
“And the new Hale Wind Proj-
ect near Plainview uses the 
power of the free and abun-
dant wind to make electricity, 
further driving these savings.”

In addition to the lower fuel 
costs, Xcel Energy is moving 
ahead with its plan to refund 
$39.4 million to Texas cus-
tomers in June – the third time 
Xcel Energy has refunded fuel 
costs since January 2019.

The fuel cost factor collects 
the pass-through costs of coal 
and natural gas that fuel area 
power plants, as well as the 
cost of electricity imported 
into the area from other sup-
pliers. The factor was last 
changed in July 2019, result-
ing in a 5% drop in typical 
residential bills.

The 2019 fuel cost reduction 
was put in place after the Hale 
Wind Project began supply-
ing electricity from its 239 tur-
bines in Hale County. Since 

(3/26/2020) Jesus Cantu Ibarra, Jesse Cantu Jr, & Son OK 
Cantu - Francisco Javier Cantu - All of lots 7 and 8 inclusive 
block no 34 original town of Farwell in Parmer County.

(3/26/2020) Juanita Campos - Johnny Alvarez - All of lot 4 
block 5 Drake addition to the city of Friona.

(3/26/2020) Robert Hurst, Roxanne Hurst - Jeremy Hart, 
Marla Hart - Tract 5 block 1 Western addition city of Friona 
in Parmer.

(3/26/2020) Brookie L Johnson, Billy Robert Johnson - Bil-
ly Scott Johnson, Patrice Dawn Johnson - A tract of land out 
of tract commonly referred to as the state line strip city of 
Farwell Parmer County in S 75FT of N 275 FT of tract of land 
described by Metes and Bounds.

(3/26/2020) South Plains Ag Enterprises CR23 LLC - Jerry 
Brian Glover, Shanna Deanne Glover.

(3/30/2020) Child Support Office - Tena Daniel Elberto Jr 
- Child Support Division MC 102 office of the Attorney Gen-
eral 6302 Iola Ave ste 400 Lubbock TX

(3/30/2020) Michael Miller, Gail Rex Miller, Malyna Miller 
- Frank Martins Penner - All of sec 78 B H Thomas Kelly sub-
div. in Parmer.

(4/02/2020) Pennymac Loan Services LLC - Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs - A tract of land out of part of sec 1 T3S R3E 
of capitol syndicate subdiv. S part of tract 9 and all of tract 
10 West Loop drive addition to the town of Friona and all of 
the S part of L 5 and all of L 6 B 1 Hillside Addition to Friona.

then, construction started on 
Xcel Energy’s Sagamore Wind 
Project near Portales, New 
Mexico, in Roosevelt County. 
Wind energy from Sagamore 
will benefit both New Mexico 
and Texas customers and re-
duce fuel costs even further 
in 2021.

New transmission lines 
are also helping to lower fuel 
costs by building efficiencies 
into the regional grid and cre-
ating additional pathways for 
the import of less expensive 
energy from the wider power 
market outside the area.

Additional Detail:
• Fuel costs currently make 

up about 17% of a typical resi-
dential bill and are passed 
through dollarfor-dollar to 
customers with no profit to 
Xcel Energy. Base rate charg-

es account for the remaining 
share of a monthly bill, and a 
separate proposal to increase 
base rates to cover grid en-
hancements is pending with 
the Public Utility Commis-
sion of Texas.

• From 2017 through 2019, 
the Texas average residential 
rate per kilowatt-hour de-
clined 7.6% because of lower 
fuel costs.

• Xcel Energy’s business 
and industrial customers in 
Texas also will see lower bills 
related to the April 1 change 
in fuel cost factors.

• The fuel cost factor in 
Texas can be adjusted up to 
three times per year to reflect 
changing market conditions.

• Fuel costs for New Mexi-
co customers and wholesale 
customers such as electric 
cooperatives and municipal 

utilities are adjusted month-
ly, and already reflect the sav-
ings that will reduce Texas 
bills.

• Xcel Energy passes along 
100 percent of the wind en-
ergy federal production tax 
credits generated by the Hale 
Wind Project to customers 
through the fuel cost factor, 
further enhancing savings 
from using more wind en-
ergy.

• Both the Hale and Saga-
more wind energy plants will 
play large roles in helping 
Xcel Energy reduce carbon 
emissions by 80 percent by 
2030.

• Preliminary analysis 
shows that Xcel Energy’s Tex-
as-New Mexico generating 
mix in 2019 was 47% natural 
gas, 25% coal, 26% wind and 
2% solar.

Courtesy Photo

A two-vehicle accident 
around 9:46 a.m. last Friday 
just west of Bovina claimed 
the life of one person and se-
riously injured another. 

According to the Texas DPS 
report, Antonio Gallardo-Lo-

Fatal accident west of Bovina
mas was driving east on US 
60 in a 1996 Peterbilt Tractor 
with a semi-trailer and was 
approaching the intersection 
of FM 1381 approximately 1.3 
miles west of Bovina. A 2014 
Chevrolet Silverado Pickup 
driven by Bessy Estrada Lai-
nez was stopped at the stop 
sign on FM 1381 south of US 
60. 

The pickup then traveled 
from FM 1381 into the east-
bound lanes of US 60 where 
it was struck by the tractor-
trailer. Upon being struck, 
the pickup traveled across 
the westbound lanes of US 60 
before coming to rest on FM 

1381 north of the intersec-
tion. The tractor-trailer came 
to rest in the center median 
of US 60. 

Bessy Estrada Lainez, 33, 
of Fort Worth, Texas was pro-
nounced deceased on scene 
by Parmer County Judge 
Trey Ellis. A passenger in the 
pickup, Vincente Oropeza-
Diaz, 33, of Fort Worth, Texas 
was transported to Parmer 
Medical Center with serious 
injuries. Antonio Gallardo-
Lomas 42, of Clovis, New 
Mexico was not injured. All 
three individuals were wear-
ing seat belts. The crash re-
mains under investigation.
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101 North Third 251-1442

250-3913
1205 Hwy. 60 West
Friona Texas

Phone 250-5000
“Where People 

Come First”

1105 N. Cleveland
www.interbank.com

P.O. Box 956
Friona, Texas 79035

(806) 265-3433
(806) 265-3281

First Bank Bovina
Member, FDIC

Equal Housing Lender

E. Hwy. 60 • Friona TX • 806-250-2791

1010 Columbia at Hwy 60, Friona
Hours: 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Monday-Friday
250-5555

251-1324
800 Hwy. 86    Bovina, Texas

Phone 806-364-3331
Hereford, Texas 79045

THIS DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE  BY THESE  BUSINESSES WHO ENCOURAGE  ALL OF US TO ATTEND WORSHIP SERVICES.

Area Church Directory BovinaFriona

Prairie Acres
Heritage Estates

Quality Care
Assisted Living
806-250-3922

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
15th & Cleveland • 806-250-3000

CHILDREN’S CHURCH • 3 yrs-6th grade
www.calvaryfriona.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
6th & Summitt • 806-250-3933

Pastor Brett Hoyle
Email-firstbc@wtrt.net

Website-www.fbcfriona.com

FRIONA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8th & Pierce • 806-250-3045

Rev. Skip Hodges
Email-frionoaum@wtrt.net

Website-www.frionaumc.com

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
North end of  Congregational Church

1601 Euclid

IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
NUEVA JERUSALEN

701 E. 11th • P.O. Box 655 • 806-346-9725
Pastor Benito Mejia

benitomejia@live.com

QUALITY OF LIFE BIBLE 
STUDY CHURCH

301 Grand Ave. • 806-240-0826
Pastors Mark & Mary Goff

SIXTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 W. 6th • 806-250-2769

Jeff Procter, Minister

ST. TERESA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
401 West 17th St. • 806-250-2871

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

TEMPLO BAUTISTA DAMASCO
403 Woodland • 806-250-3472

Pastor William Tapias

TEMPLO DE ADORACION
620 Washington • 806-250-5929

Pastor Roy Dominguez

TENTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
10th & Euclid • 806-250-5236

Gerall Wyly

UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
1601 Euclid • 806-250-3635

VICTORY FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER
9th & Washington • 806-250-2207

Pastor Robert Kerby
Website-www.thevictory.tv

FRIONA PARA CRISTO  
LLAMADOS A CONOCERLE

1007 w. 11th • 806-247-2217
Pastor Aurelio & Cynthia Silva

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
308 3rd Street
806-251-1632

Pastor Brian Mullins

CHURCH OF CHRIST
500 Ave. E

806-251-1334
Mike Prather, Minister

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

205 4th Street
806-251-1124

Pastor Larry Mitchell

ST. ANN’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

401 3rd Street
806-251-1511

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

LA IGLESIA DE DIOS 
DEL PRIMOGENITO

The Church of God 
of the Firstborn

102 2nd Street

IGLESIA BAUTISTA 
HISPANA
103 1st Street

806-251-5232
Pastor Rafael Marin

“We Live by Faith, Not by Sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7

1380 Hwy. 214 • 265-3425

By Pastors Aurelio & Cynthia Silva

Llamados a Conocerle Friona Para Cristo

By Jeff Procter, Minister, 6th Street Church of Christ

Panhandle Parables

A Prayer For Our Nation

By Teena Hughs

We Can Change

By Brett Hoyle, Pastor, First Baptist Church

Empty Tomb, Full Joy

Do you believe people can 
change? I mean a person 
who goes from being pretty 
sorry to one who is respected 
and upstanding?   We studied 
Genesis 43-44 today in Com-
munity Bible Study, and I was 
interested in Judah’s changed 
life.

Judah was Jacob’s fourth 
son, and it was Judah who 
suggested that he and his 
brothers sell their brother Jo-
seph to the Ishmaelites rather 
than kill him.  

Judah had three sons. Tam-
ar married the first two, but 
God killed them.  Based on 
tradition and culture, she was 
supposed to marry the third 
son.  Judah said he was too 
young for Tamar to marry, 
but when he was old enough, 
he would send for her.  When 
that didn’t happen, she pre-
tended to be a prostitute and 
became pregnant by Judah.  
Nothing is said about his re-
lationship with his twin sons 
she bore him.

All in all, Judah and his 
brothers had no use for their 

brother Joseph.  They knew 
he was their father’s favor-
ite; they didn’t like him tell-
ing them their dreams; they 
didn’t like his attitude. They 
also never got over the guilt 
of what they did to him.  

Later on, a famine hits the 
lands, and thanks to Joseph, 
there was grain for everyone, 
including Jacob and his fam-
ily.  When Joseph wanted 
to see his younger brother 
Benjamin, he found out that 
Judah had indeed changed. 
After testing the brothers, 
Judah was the brother who 
was willing to change places 
with Benjamin so he could go 
home and be with his father.  
He went from selling a broth-
er to exchanging himself for a 
brother.

Now, that is the “Cliffs-
Notes” version of one of the 
greatest stories in the Bible, 
and much can be learned.  

Time, maturity, experi-
ence, and wisdom all help 
us grow up and become the 
person God created us to be.  
So does a man who gave His 

life for each and every one 
of us, Jesus Christ.  Without 
His sacrifice, His forgiveness, 
His love, His Word, and His 
salvation, we would be ab-
solutely lost.  Some days we 
all wonder why He doesn’t 
come back when we look at 
the world, but just imagine 
how terrible things really 
would be if He hadn’t died on 
a cross for us.

Jesus wants us to be like 
Him. Do you have the desire 
to be like Jesus? Are you will-
ing to let Him do what He 
needs to do so that you can 
become the person He de-
sires you to be? Are you will-
ing to sacrifice some of the 
things you have, or do, or say 
to become more like Jesus?

Jesus made the greatest 
sacrifice for you and me...He 
gave His life.  He is not ask-
ing us to sacrifice our lives for 
Him, just be willing to listen 
to Him and make the changes 
He says we need to make!  It is 
our choice, but hopefully you 
do want to be more like Jesus. 
Happy Easter!!! He is Risen!!!

What a time to be alive. 
Who could have imagined 
a virus so small could make 
a world practically stop for 
any period of time much less 
the amount of time it has 
been and likely the amount 
of time left to overcome this 
great trial and struggle for 
all of us. It is important that 
believers remain steadfast in 
hope and seek opportunities 
in love during such times 
and especially pray for each 
other.

Father God, Creator and 
Master of all we thank you 
for today. Like many days of 
recent Lord, we beseech You 
asking for safety, wisdom 
and guidance as we navigate 
these uncharted waters in 
our time.

God, we pray for our na-
tion and all those within its 
borders that we would seek 
what is common and over-
come what divides us that 

we may find purpose in our 
common plight. We ask 
that You would be with our 
leaders, the President, Vice-
President, the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate. 
Give them wisdom to make 
decisions that will help in 
protecting us all during this 
time. We ask, Lord, for you to 
be with our state governors 
and governments too as they 
make decisions that impact 
each of us that they will seek 
Your counsel in guiding us.

Father, there has been 
much life lost not just in this 
pandemic, but for many rea-
sons and we pray that we see 
how precious and fragile life 
truly is today knowing there 
are no guarantees living in 
the world tomorrow. 

Lord, we thank you that al-
though thousands have died 
millions have survived. For 
those who have lost loved 
ones we pray for comfort as 

their normal processes of 
mourning have been dis-
rupted during this time of 
quarantine.

We ask, God, for strength 
for the road ahead that we 
may keep our eyes on Jesus 
and do His will in this time in 
history that others may find 
hope. We do thank you for 
Jesus who DOES give us the 
victory even over death, may 
we cling to this as our jour-
ney unfolds before us. Help 
us to help those You put be-
fore us that their lives may 
be eased in someway of the 
burden they carry. We ask 
for Your forgiveness where 
we have failed that we may 
be renewed in our efforts 
to serve You and our fellow 
man.

Thank you for this com-
munity and help us to use 
this time well and to know 
that this too will pass. It is in 
Christ Jesus we pray, Amen

 Beloved it has been a while. But with all 
that has been and is going on I just have 
to declare what 2 Chronicles 7:13-15 says. 
Sometimes we just focus on the forgiving 
of our sins and healing our lands. But there 
is so much more at stake than what we can 
see on the surface. We are in Holy week 
right now. When we celebrate the death 
and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Je-
sus Christ, what better time for us to real-
ize the times we are living in. We are seeing 
prophecy fulfilled right before our eyes.  Let 
us therefore truly HUMBLE ourselves, PRAY 
and SEEK HIS FACE, and TURN FROM OUR 
EVIL WAYS and REPENT. Then GOD will 
hear from heaven, forgive our sins and heal 
our Lands. Let us remember the reason we 
Celebrate. Because JESUS CHRIST HAS RIS-
EN. GOD BLESS.!!!!

Amados a cido un largo tiempo. Con todo lo 
que ah pasado y lo que esta pasando tengo que 
declarer lo que dice la biblia en 2 de Cronicas 7: 
13-15. Hay veces que en focamos en el perdon de 
nuestros pecados y la sanidad de nuestra tierra. 
Pero ay mucho mas que eso de lo que esta pasan-
do. Estamos en la semana Santa. Donde celebra-
mos la muerte y Resurecion de Nuestro Salvador 
y Senor Jesucristo.  Que major tiempo de saber 
los tiempos que estamos viviendo. Estamos 
siendo testigos del cumplimiento de lo profe-
tico.  Entonces dejanos HUMILLARNOS,ORAR, 
BUSCAR SU ROSTRO,Y CONVERTIRNOS DE 
NUESTROS MALOS CAMINOS Y AREPENTIR-
NOS.. para que entonces Dios oira de los cielos 
y perdonare nuestros pecados y sanara nuestra 
tierra. Y recordamos la razon por lo cual que Cel-
ebramos!!!! QUE JESUSCRISTO  A RESUCITA-
DO!!!! Bendiciones a todos.!!

Jesus’ reminder throughout 
his ministry was crystal clear. 
He would be betrayed, tried, 
crucified and he would rise 
again.  Matthew 26:31-32 was 
the most recent reminder just 
hours after the Last Supper, yet 
when Christ was crucified and 
his body was dead in the tomb, 
the grief of the tragic events 
induced a plague of amnesia 
in Jesus’ followers, where they 
forgot that the cross and the 
occupied tomb were not the 
end.  

Although Jesus’ devotees 
were forgetful, they were dedi-

cated, especially the women 
disciples who were closest to 
him.  They were the last ones 
to leave the cross, they en-
sured his body was buried 
as properly as possible along 
with Nicodemus and Joseph 
of Arimathea, and they were 
the ones first to the tomb three 
days after Jesus was crucified.  
Their plans to grieve over his 
body and anoint it with more 
spices were upended when 
the stone was rolled away and 
fearsome angels greeted them.  
The angel of the Lord gave 
comfort, not condemnation, 

as he called them to see that 
Jesus had risen indeed.  The 
next directive was to share the 
wonderful news with the other 
disciples, and in the process of 
leaving the tomb, Matthew 28:8 
says they were filled with “fear 
and great joy.”  Imagine that, 
an empty tomb led to full joy, 
because Jesus did what he said 
he would do!  In fact, in their 
exciting errand to relay the 
news, they met the risen Lord 
himself.  Worship was their 
immediate response, ador-
ing their king who conquered 
death, hell and the grave.
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State Capital Highlights
By Ed Sterling

Check Your Mirrors
By Sue Jane Sullivan

Sue Jane Sullivan is a freelance writer residing in Austin, Texas.  She retired after teaching 41 
years, all in the same public school district in Borden County (Gail, Texas). Abbott calls on Texans to help limit spread 

of coronavirus
AUSTIN — Gov. Greg Abbott on April 1 

posted an online video message seeking Tex-
ans’ individual and collective help to reduce 
the spread of the deadly new coronavirus, 
COVID-19.

In the message, Abbott requires all Texans 
to stay home unless they are participating in 
an essential service or activity, such as go-
ing to a grocery store. “Now I know this is a 
great sacrifice and we must respond to this 
challenge with strength and with resolve. By 
following social distancing practices, we will 
slow the spread of COVID-19. We will save 
lives. And we will make it through this chal-
lenge together. Thank you and God bless you 
all,” he said. 

On April 3, Abbott joined other high-rank-
ing state officials in a news conference, say-
ing that hospital bed availability in Texas had 
increased by more than 140% since March 18. 
Every Texan who needs a hospital bed will 
have access to one, Abbott said.

On April 4, Abbott called Dr. Anthony Fauci 
of the White House Coronavirus Task Force 
and discussed the importance of adhering to 
federal guidelines to mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19. Abbott talked about “a uniform 
standard among Texans” to stay home unless 
performing an essential service or activity as 
well as other actions the state of Texas has 
taken to combat the virus. The two also dis-
cussed the trajectory of COVID-19 in Texas, 
the importance of continued social distanc-
ing through April 30 and the expansion of 
COVID-19 testing in Texas. 

Abbott issued earlier executive orders to:
—Expand hospital bed capacity, direct-

ing all licensed health care professionals and 
facilities to postpone all surgeries and pro-
cedures that are not immediately, medically 
necessary to correct a serious medical condi-
tion or to preserve the life of a patient;

—Suspend regulations to allow for in-
creased occupancy of hospital rooms;

—Suspend regulations to increase the 
number of emergency medical services per-
sonnel;

—Require hospitals to submit daily reports 
of hospital bed capacity to the Texas Depart-
ment of State Health Services; and

—Waive certain hospital licensing rules.
On March 29, Abbott announced a joint 

effort of the state, the Texas Military Depart-
ment and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
to identify and equip additional locations to 
serve as health care facilities if hospital ca-
pacity is exhausted. Abbott announced the 
Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Center in 
Dallas as the first of such sites.

According to figures posted by the state 
health department at noon on April 5, some 
6,182 people in Texas had been diagnosed 
with COVID-19 and 127 deaths resulting from 
the disease had been confirmed.

Revenue increases in March
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar on April 

2 announced state sales tax revenue totaled 

$2.69 billion in March, 2.9% more than the 
amount reported in March 2019.

The modest growth in state sales tax rev-
enue was led by collections from the retail 
trade sector, while collections from oil- and 
gas-related sectors declined from a year ago, 
Hegar said.

“While some businesses may have begun 
to experience slowing traffic in late Febru-
ary, formal social distancing measures in re-
sponse to the coronavirus pandemic were not 
adopted until well into March and the impact 
of those measures would not be reflected in 
this month’s sales tax collections based on 
February sales,” he said.

Hegar added that he expects future sales 
tax revenue would be “drastically affected 
because much of the economy has been shut 
down to combat the coronavirus pandemic 
and because of the negative impact of a global 
oil price war.”

Worshippers get consideration
Gov. Abbott and Attorney General Ken Pax-

ton on April 1 issued joint guidance regarding 
the effect of Abbott’s Executive Order GA-14 
on religious services.  

Under the order, houses of worship must, 
whenever possible, conduct their activities 
from

home or through remote audio or video 
services. 

“For example,” according to the official 
guidance, “a church may hold Easter services 
in its parking lot, with attendees remaining in 
their cars (windows down), parked in every 
other parking spot, with the minister using 
amplification to preach. Or because Execu-
tive Order GA 14 permits drive-thrus to oper-
ate, then a house of worship may, according to 
their faith practices, provide communion or a 
blessing through a similar drive-up service. 
Or pastors with smaller congregations may 
consider conducting multiple services of 10 
people or fewer in their sanctuaries, so long 
as they maintain appropriate social distanc-
ing, properly sanitize the building between 
each service, and provide hand sanitizer.”

“All Texans must work together to stop 
the spread of COVID-19 and houses of wor-
ship face a particular challenge as we work 
to combat this pandemic,” said Paxton. “This 
guidance provides clear direction for houses 
of worship to protect the health and safety of 
Texans as they continue to hold religious ser-
vices, exercise their religious liberty and serve 
their faith communities.”  

Unemployment ‘bot’ debuts
The Texas Workforce Commission on April 1 

announced its launch of an automated virtual 
assistant to help answer Texans’ questions on 
the unemployment insurance process and 
relieve pressure on the agency relating to the 
steep increase in unemployment claims as 
the COVID-19 crisis accelerates.

The artificial intelligence-enabled chatbot 
named “Larry” can instantly answer many of 
the most common questions about the pro-
cess, the agency said.

“I have written this to tell you my worrying secret. Now don’t cry when you read it 
because it is neither yours nor my fault. I suppose I will have to tell it now without any 
nonsense. To begin with, I was not meant to be an athlete. I was meant to be a compos-
er and will be I’m sure. I’ll ask you one more thing. --Don’t ask me to try to forget this 
unpleasant thing and go play football.” Letters of Note, composer Samuel Barber at 
the age of nine, writing to his mother in 1919

Barber wrote his first piece at age seven and attempted his first opera at age 10.  
Adagio for Strings has become “one of the most recognizable and beloved composi-
tions” both in concerts and films (Platoon, The Elephant Man, Outlander). This classi-
cal composition could be considered our country’s unofficial mourning song, played 
at services after the death of President Franklin Roosevelt and the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy.

The gifted.
They are our reminders 

on earth that God can in-
deed do remarkable things 
with mere humans.  How 
else can a boy write a com-
position at age seven or at-
tempt to compose at opera 
at 10?  Samuel Barber is our 
country’s version of Mozart.  
The letter he wrote to his 
mother reveals that Barber 
knew his talent lay in some-
thing he must do whether 
he wanted to or not—be-
cause Barber saw himself as 
a steward of his gift.

His church of choice or 
his faith I do not know.  I 
do know that music such as 
his can only come from the 
Giver of the gifts.

Your endowment may 
not be as pronounced.  We 
may not profit financially 
or become famous for our 
talents; nonetheless, some-
thing has been placed in-
side all of us to use wisely.

The word “gifted” is not 
an adjective to describe a 
person. It is a verb--an ac-
tion verb, no less--that re-
veals what the Almighty has 

done for us and to us.  And 
in turn, it is an instructive 
word on what we can do for 
others.

We have been gifted with 
the ability to be genuinely 
kind, to smile at just the 
right time, to sew, to cook, 
to play sports, to love pure-
ly, to be sensitive, to write, 
to draw, to comfort, to laugh 
and make others laugh, to 
take photographs and cap-
ture moments, to organize, 
to paint, to use technology, 
to teach toddlers or teenag-
ers, to be devoted to those 
we love, to be patient, to 

empathize, to sing, to listen 
without gossiping, to write 
letters, to visit the sick, to 
search for knowledge and 
dispense it thoughtfully, to 
make a phone call, to pray 
earnestly, to love those 
hard to love, to be nice to 
telemarketers, to care for 
the elderly, or to simply 
care.

You may not compose a 
beautiful adagio, but you 
can share your best quali-
ties so that the people with 
whom you come in contact 
will be left humming a mel-
ody they won’t soon forget.

John C. “Dusty” and Melodee Hansard 
815 Main Friona, Texas  79035 

806-247-2729
www.hansardfamily.com 

Email:  hansardfamily@wtrt.net 
Like Us On Facebook! 

OBITUARies

David Jerome Smiser, 75, 
entered the gates of heaven 
with joy and thanksgiving on 
Saturday, March 28th, 2020.    
David was born on September 
16th, 1944 to Jerome Stand-
ley Smiser and Lucile Yeager 
Smiser in Houston, TX. 

He graduated high school 
from San Marcos Baptist 
Academy, attended TCU and 
graduated from North Texas 
State University with a BBA 
in Banking & Finance. He 
proudly served his country in 
the Air Force Reserves for six 
years. 

His career included bank-
ing and small business own-
ership; he was also a ranch 
real estate broker but his fa-
vorite endeavor was being 
a white-tailed trophy deer 
rancher at his ranch in Blanco 
TX.   David enjoyed all things 
in the great outdoors, espe-
cially golfing, hunting and 
fishing. 

He loved his family and 
friends unconditionally, 
brought immense joy to 
all who knew him and was 
known for his quick wit and 

sense of humor. David will be 
missed by so many but is at 
peace knowing he had a life 
well-lived. 

He is preceded in death 
by his parents; brother, John 
Smiser, his precious son, 
Brian Clayton Smiser and his 
mother-in-law, Jean Mur-
phree. 

David is survived by his wife 
Virginia (Ginger) Murphree 
Smiser. They were married on 
March 7th, 1981 in San Anto-
nio, TX and were able to re-
cently and joyously celebrate 

David Jerome Smiser

Wilma Louise King Shad-
ix, 86 of Lubbock, former-
ly of Texico, N.M. passed 
away April 5, 2020 In Lub-
bock. Private family burial 
will be held in the Hollene 
Cemetery Hollene, N.M. by 
HANSARD FAMILY Funeral 
Home of Friona.  

Mrs. Shadix was born Au-
gust 14, 1933 in Bellview, 
N.M. to Charles Wesley and 
Jennie May Wilson King. 

She later married Willie 
Clyde Shadix October 13, 
1950 in Portales, N.M.  They 
lived in Texico for many 
years before moving to 
Lubbock. She was a home-
maker that loved garden-
ing, and was a  member of 
the Central Baptist Church 
in Clovis.  

Wilma is preceded in 
death by her parents. 2 
daughters-Thelma Land-
sperg and Wanda Allmand, 
1 son-Willie Shadix, 3 
brothers and 5 sisters. 

Those to carry on her 

Wilma Louise King Shadix

39 years of marriage.   He is 
also survived by his sons and 
their wives; Tim Smiser & 
Jennifer Augustine and Mi-
chael & Madison Smiser; five 
grandchildren; Owen, Ayla & 
Jonah Smiser-Augustine and 
Braxton & Wesley Smiser; 
father-in-law, Ray Murphree; 
brothers and sisters-in-law, 
Ray Lynn & Cheryl Murphree 
and Gary & Phyllis Mur-
phree; and special nieces and 
nephews and their families; 
Marsha & Boe Burrus, Jason 
& Paige Murphree, Jennifer 
Murphree and Lacey & Kenny 
Caswell; and brother, James 
Smiser. 

    A private family Celebra-
tion of Life memorial service 
was held at the Smiser’s ranch 
home on Sunday, March 29th. 

   In lieu of flowers the family 
suggests a memorial may be 
made to the Cherokee Home 
for Children, Cherokee, TX. 

Expressions of sympathy 
may be sent at www.schaet-
ter.com

Funeral arrangements 
under the direction of the 
Schaetter Funeral Home

legacy include 2 daughters-
Pamela Williams and hus-
band Dennis of Lubbock, 
and Billie Shadix of Clovis, 
1 sister-Geneva Coleman 
and husband Wilburn of 
Richland, Washington, 2 
grandsons-Kevin Land-
sperg of Muleshoe, and 
Dustin Allmand of Max-
well, N.M., 2 granddaugh-
ters-Belinda Allmand, and 
Priscilla Landsperg both of  
Clovis, and 6 great-grand-
children.

You may send condolenc-
es to the family and sign 
the online register book at 
www.hansardfamily.com

At the direction of Gov. 
Greg Abbott, Texas State 
Parks will be closed to the 
public effective at the close 
of business Tuesday, April 
7 in order to maintain the 
safest environment for visi-
tors, volunteers and staff. 
The Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department (TPWD) 
will continue to stay cur-
rent with the latest public 
health recommendations 
and will announce when a 
definite reopening date has 
been determined. 

“Given the myriad of 
challenges and heightened 
risks of operating the parks 
at this time, we believe this 
is the best course of action 
right now in order to meet 
the health and safety ex-
pectations the state has set 
out for the citizens of Tex-
as,” said Carter Smith, Ex-
ecutive Director of TPWD. 
“All state parks will remain 
temporarily closed until 
public health and safety 
conditions improve. Dur-
ing the closure, staff will 
continue to steward and 
care for the parks to ensure 
they can be immediately 
reopened to visitors at the 
appropriate time.” 

Outdoor recreational op-
portunities such as hunt-
ing, fishing, biking, jogging, 
walking, hiking, wildlife 
viewing, and the like are 

essential activities for Texas 
citizens. TPWD will contin-
ue to do its part to actively 
encourage and promote 
these opportunities in ways 
that are safe and close to 
home, said Smith. 

Through this trying time, 
TPWD has worked diligent-
ly to facilitate access to the 
outdoors across the state, 
including in the state park 
system, which hosted near-
ly 740,000 day and over-
night visitors throughout 
the month of March. 

Despite the implementa-
tion of increasingly restric-
tive visitor use measures to 
help minimize the trans-
mission of COVID-19 at 
parks, TPWD has reached 
a point where public safety 
considerations of those in 
the parks, and in the sur-
rounding communities, 
must take precedence over 
continued operations.  Dif-
ficulty in ensuring compli-
ance with social distancing, 
problems in maintaining 
adequate supplies and 
keeping park facilities suf-
ficiently sanitized are only 
a few of the challenges en-
countered by state park 
staff.

While parks are closed 
to the public, staff will be 
working to help maintain 
the standard upkeep, main-
tenance, stewardship, and 

continued regular cleaning 
of site facilities. 

The Texas State Parks 
Customer Service Center is 
currently working toward 
contacting customers with 
upcoming overnight reser-
vations to reimburse stays 
booked through the reser-
vation system. Group and 
facility reservations have 
been cancelled until April 
30. Cancelled reservations 
will not be charged normal 
administrative fees. 

Day passes purchased 
through the reservation 
system, not associated to 
the Texas State Parks Pass, 
will also be refunded with-
out penalties. The Texas 
State Parks Customer Ser-
vice Center will automati-
cally process cancellations 
of both overnight and day-
use reservations. If your 
reservation is impacted by 
a facility or park closure, a 
Customer Service Center 
agent will contact you – you 
do not need to contact us. 
We are contacting custom-
ers in order of arrival date 
and appreciate your pa-
tience.

 Questions regarding 
state park reservations can 
be emailed to customer.
ser vice@tpwd.texas.gov 
and general park informa-
tion can be found at Texas-
StateParks.org. 

Texas State Parks Temporarily Close to the Public



Let us sell your property!

FRIONA
4/5/3 Brick w/cent. h&a, basement, fp, close to high school, 
$25,000 cash allowance at closing..........................$291,775

NEW: 3/2/2 Brick w/cent. heat, 2 living areas, basement, 
sprinkler f&b, shop with electricity, large lot......Cont Pend

4/2/1 Siding w/central heat & air, new carpet, new granite 
counter tops, fenced backyard, corner lot............Cont Pend

BOVINA
NEW: 3/2/2 Brick w/cent. h&a, fp, 2 living areas, open 
floor plan, stone coated metal roof, large yard.. Cont Pend

Commercial Building in Bovina: Brick w/cent. h&a, 7 
offices, large waiting room, extra lot..................... $79,000

SOLD
4/4/3 Brick Two story w/central heat & air, Western Addition, 
two fireplaces, large fenced  backyard................... Cont Pend

102 E. 11th Friona
806-250-2745

frionarealestate.com

Property
Associates

Realtors

Sales  Associates:
Kevin Cooper 806-240-5468
Karla Rector 806-382-7465
George Rushing 806-265-7037

Help Wanted

Broker/Owner:
Holly Campbell 

Kevin Cooper
806-240-5468

Karla Rector
806-382-7465

Sales
Agents

Advertise
in the Star 
Classifieds

Call
806-250-2211

or email
frionastar@wtrt.net

Subscribe to the
Friona Star Today!
806-250-2211 • frionastar@wtrt.net

STAR CLASSIFIEDS 250-2211
Deadline: Tuesday @ 5 p.m.

Risinger 
Plumbing

Serving Friona
272-6772

Cell: 523-2222
Master License #16066
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Drivers
 License

Office
Schedule

Tuesday-Wednesday
9:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

Located at 
Friona Police 
Department

Building

Business

The Nutrition Spot
Phone: (575) 219-9436

Smoothie & Juice Bar • 613 Main, Friona TX

Don’t throw away 
your empty alumi-
num cans. Please 
place any cans you 
have in the trailer lo-
cated on the north 
side of the Friona Fire 
Department building 
on Main Street. Pro-
ceeds from the sale of 
the cans will go to the 
FHS Senior Class and 
help fund the gradua-
tion party.

You CAN do it!

806-250-2745

NOW HIRING
Friona ISD is looking for a substitute custodian that 
could possibly turn into full time.   Hours are based 
on need each day.  Interested applications may call 
Friona ISD 806-250-2747 or Martha Moreno 806-
346-2091.  

Friona ISD está buscando una persona de limpieza 
sustituto que posiblemente pueda convertirse en 
timpo completo. Las horas se basan en la necesidad 
de cada día.  Las personas interesadas pueden lla-
mar a Friona ISD 806-250-2747 o Martha Moreno 
806-346-2091.

Friona Interbank is seeking individuals 
to fill a teller position. To apply online, 

please go to interbank.com. Thank You.
www.frionainn.com

frionainn@gmail.com

Owner/Operator Company Drivers Needed

Reefer experience needed
Different Lanes

Schedule your own time off
Bonus Pay

Paid Vacation
Company Driver pay $.47 per actual mile

Owner/Operator Pay
77% Trailer Provided

Contact Tom Randolph: 806-282-5531

A 501(c)3 non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to the prevention 
of cruelty to animals, the relief of 
suffering among animals, and the 
extension of humane education.

Volunteer opportunity. You have 
skills? Parmer Paws needs you. 
Bring your talents, whatever they 
may be, and join us. 806-240-2211 
or ParmerPaws @yahoo.com     

HELP WANTED
Tractor Driver — Farm Worker

Hub & Friona Area
$12 per hour

Call 806-922-4853

A Magical Job!
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Whew!

    There are three sets of painted eggs that are exactly the 
  same.  Did you find and circle the 3 identical sets?
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 A Basket Full of Fun 
and Surprises!
1. __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
2. small toy car or __ __ __ __ __
 
3. __ __ __ __ __ tickets

4. __ __ __ __ __ book

5. story __ __ __ __  

6. box of __ __ __ __ __

7. stuffed __ __ __ __ __ __

8. rubber __ __ __ __

9. jump __ __ __ __

m  o   v   i   e

 b  o   o  k

 c   r   a   y  o   n  s

 c   o  m  i   c

 t    r   u  c   k

 c   h  a   l   k

a   n    i  m  a   l

 b  a    l   l

 r   o   p  e

__ __ __ __        __        __ __ __ __ __ __        __ __ __

__ __        __ __ __        __ __ __ !

16 21 211 1

1

2 2 20

206 8 9 19 8

2015

15

91812 12
P   U    L    L           A            R   A    B   B    I    T            O   U   T

O   F            H    I    S            H   A   T

“Hoppy” Easter!Look what
 I can do!

__ __ __ __ __

M A R S H M A L L O W C H I C K 
C R E A M F I L L E D E G G S M
V C Y N N U B E T A L O C O H C 
  B C V O D S P O I Q W E N F R
  L A P W O Q R U G F U S I E   
  O I E J E L L Y B E A N S O 
    W O I N F D S U I B R Q I 
    Z I U N O R G N J I O W
      F S G G E D E T L A M  

Quack!

b    i    l    b   y

   What is that? 
Hey, it’s me in 
chocolate!

Australian
 Where is
everyone?

Annimills LLC © 2020             

In an effort to keep EVERYONE 
safe from COVID-19 our lobby 

is closed.  We are asking 
you to call and make an 
appointment for listings  

and/or showings at this time.

106 W. 9th St.
24 Hour Accessibility (Tan ANYTIME)  

Office # 806-250-8267
Two 15 minute tanning beds available! 

Packages:
1 Month Unlimited $35.95

100 Minutes $42.95
Single Session $7.00

Now Open!
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Parmer County Appraisal District
305 3rd Street/PO Box 56
Bovina, Texas 79009
(806) 251-1405

Parmer County Appraisal District
305 3rd Street/PO Box 56
Bovina, Texas 79009
(806) 251-1405

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar said state sales tax revenue 
totaled $2.69 billion in March, 2.9 percent more than in March 
2019. “The modest growth in state sales tax revenue was led by 
collections from the retail trade sector, while collections from 
oil- and gas-related sectors declined from a year ago,” Hegar 
said. 

Hegar continued, “While some businesses may have begun 
to experience slowing traffic in late February, formal social 
distancing measures in response to the coronavirus pandemic 
were not adopted until well into March, and the impact of those 
measures would not be reflected in this month’s sales tax col-
lections based on February sales.” 

The majority of March sales tax revenue is based on sales 
made in February and remitted to the agency in March. Total 
sales tax revenue in fiscal year 2020 through March 2020 was up 
5 percent compared to the same period a year ago. The Comp-
troller’s Certification Revenue Estimate released last October 
had projected a 4.8 percent increase in sales tax revenue in fis-
cal year 2020. 

“We expect that future sales tax revenue will be drastically af-
fected because much of the economy has been shut down to 
combat the coronavirus pandemic and because of the negative 
impact of a global oil price war,” Hegar said. 

Sales tax is the largest source of state funding for the state 
budget, accounting for 57 percent of all tax collections. In 
March 2020, Texas collected the following revenue from other 
major taxes: (1) motor vehicle sales and rental taxes — $388.5 
million, down 2.6 percent from March 2019; (2) motor fuel tax-
es — $293 million, up 2.6 percent from March 2019; (3) natural 
gas production taxes — $101.6 million, down 30.1 percent from 
March 2019; and (4) oil production taxes — $305.5 million, up 
10.5 percent from March 2019.

State Sales Tax Revenue 
Totaled $2.7 Billion in March

Texas WIC Expands Eligible 
Foods, Launches Updated App

AUSTIN – Texas Health and Human Services announces Tex-
as WIC, the special supplemental nutrition program for women, 
infants, and children, is expanding the number of food items 
eligible for purchase through the program. It is also updating 
the MyTexasWIC app to ensure Texans who need access to nu-
tritious food will be able to find it in their local grocery stores.

“Grocers assure us they can meet this increased demand and 
have supply chains ready to respond,” said Dee Budgewater, 
HHS deputy executive commissioner for Health Developmen-
tal and Independence Services. “The Texas WIC team is working 
around the clock to ensure families have access to healthy food, 
which is one of the best ways to support mothers and growing 
children and help them achieve a greater sense of health and 
well-being.”

Effective immediately, there are additional options for cer-
tain food items WIC participants can buy. These food items 
include more options for milk, bread, rice, pasta and eggs.  In 
addition, Texas WIC is permanently adding canned fruits and 
vegetables to the food package. Items at the grocery store with a 
pink sticker that says “WIC Approved” are products eligible for 
shoppers to purchase using WIC.

WIC participants can find detailed information on the Texas 
WIC website. WIC participants can also download the latest 
version of the MyTexasWIC shopping app on the Google Play 
Store or Apple App Store, which informs families what the al-
lowable food items are on their benefit package.

Texas WIC is operating under modified services throughout 
the state to help keep clients and staff safe. Families may call 
their local WIC clinics to learn more about how they can receive 
services. Visit the Texas WIC website or call 800-942-3678 to 
find how your local clinic is handling local services.

Many have modified their services and applicants are encour-
aged to start their applications online to protect office workers 
and practice social distancing precautions.

About WIC
WIC, or the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Wom-
en, Infants, and Children, is a U.S. Department of Agriculture 
program that is available to qualified pregnant women, new 
moms, and children younger than 5. Administered in Texas by 
HHSC, the program provides nutrition education, breastfeed-
ing promotion and support, referrals and nutritious foods. Texas 
WIC helps approximately 678,000 clients on average each month 
with infant, child and prenatal nutrition and breastfeeding sup-
port.

Teachers from the Junior High, Elementary, and Primary 
schools are shown passing out homework assignments for the 
week. Stay safe!!!

Drive-by Education
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Small Town Cookin’ By Jeri Lynn White

Friona Restaurants

Bovina Restaurants

916 Main • (806)250-2207 
www.412coffeeshop.com • Hours vary 
Like 4:12 Coffee Shop on Facebook for updates 

and to place orders. Curbside pickup/walk-in

108 W. 11th
(806)250-5522

Call In & Drive Thru Orders Only

104 E. 11th St • (806)250-5015
Monday-Saturday 8am-9pm 

Drive-Thru Only 

1505 W. 5th St • (806)250-3301
Tuesday-Friday 11am-2pm
Call-in order • Curbside pickup

order online at www.thefarmwifekitchen.com

703 W. 11th • (806)250-3060
Monday-Sunday 8am- 9pm

Call-in order/ drive thru

1502 W. 11th St • (806)250-2300
Monday -Saturday 11am-9pm
Call In order/ walk-in pickup

Drive Thru Coming Monday April 6th

806 W. 11th • (806)250-2727
Mon.-Fri. 9am-8pm, Sat. & Sun. 10am-8pm

Call-in orders/ order with the Subway App
Curbside pickup/ drive thru 

204 Gardner Ave Bovina
(806)251-2205

Monday-Saturday 11am-7pm
Call-In Orders/Curbside Pickup/Delivery 

506 E. 11th • (806)250-2010
Monday- Friday 5:30am-2pm

Saturday- 5:30am - 1pm 
Call- in orders/drive thru order & pickup

604 W. 11th • (806)250-3254
Monday- Sunday 6am-7pm 

New orders are not accepted after 6pm 
Call In Order/ walk-in order/regular pickup

512 W. 12th St • (806)250-2409
Mon. - Sat. 8am-9pm, Sunday- 8am-3pm
Call in Order/ Curbside Pickup/ Walk-in Pickup

House Delivery 

613 Main • (575)219-9436
Monday-Friday 7:30am-2pm and 5pm-7pm

Call in Order/ Curbside pickup/ Delivery 
Like The Nutrition Spot on Facebook for updates

1102 W. US Hwy 60 • (806)247-0916
Monday- Sunday 10am- 
(9/10pm) hours may vary 

Drive Thru Only

622 Main St • (806)250-5627
Monday-Sunday 9am- 2pm 

Call-in orders/Curbside pickup
Saturday & Sunday- house delivery

1306 W. 9th St • (806)250-3303
Monday- Saturday 11am-9pm

Curbside pickup/regular pickup

101 E. Gardner Ave Bovina  • (806)251-7437
Sun.-Th. 11am-9pm, Fri.-Sat. 11am-10 pm

Online order at www.simplesimonspizza.com 
choose Bovina Location 

Call-In order/ Drive Thru/ Curbside Pickup

412 Coffee Shop

Friona Donuts

La Casita Restaurant(formerly Tasty Cream) 

The Farmwife Kitchen

Carniceria Hernandez

Hunan’s

Subway

Highway 60 Burgers

Becky’s Burritos 

Hop-In Grill/Chester’s Chicken

Los Arcos

The Nutrition Spot

Dairy Queen

Joe’s Restaurant

Thai Sky

Simple Simon’s Pizza

Jams and Jelly
Last week we celebrated peanut butter and 

jelly day with a look at peanut butter.  But the 
combination isn’t complete without the jelly.  
So this week let’s explore the history of jelly.  

Jams and jelly evolved from man’s quest to 
find a way to make fresh food last longer.  His-
torically food has been preserved by drying, 
smoking, salting, cooking with sugar, or stor-
ing vegetables and grain in dark, dry cellars.  
However, the modernization of preserving 
food began in 1785 when Napoleon Bonaparte 
wanted a way to feed his armies that was safe 
and reliable.  After much experimenting, chef 
Nicolas Appert developed a method of heating 
food and sealing it in air-tight containers that 
revolutionized food preservation.  He went on 
to discover that different foods must be pro-
cessed at different temperatures depending on 
their acid content.  

Recipes exist from the early first century 
showing how to make fruit preserves.  One 
method involves using honey, but the best 
methods involve sugar.  However, Europeans 
did not discover sugar until after the crusades 
in the 11th Century when soldiers brought it 
back home with them along with a process to 
preserve fruit.  Since sugar was hard to come 
by and a luxury for the wealthy, preserved fruit 
was also a food for the rich, especially royalty.   
Marmalade is said to have been created by a 
physician in 1561 for Mary, Queen of Scots to 
keep her from being seasick.  

From there the process of making gelatin 
was developed and was added to the fruit and 
sugar for preservation and texture.  Gelatin 
was made by boiling animal and fish bones 
and connective tissues.  This was added to the 
fruit for a “jelly” like texture.  Aspic, made from 
meat and fish stock, was one of the first recipes 
to use the gelatin with fruit.  It was first seen 
in Egyptian paintings but fell out of use until 
the 1400’s in France where it gained popularity 
again.  Powdered gelatin was invented in 1682 
by Denis Pepin, a French physicist, mathema-
tician, and inventor.  From there a variety of 
fruit-based spreads were created.  

Jelly in the United States began in the early 
1800’s when Jerome Smucker and his wife be-

gan to make apple butter and sell it in individ-
ual jars.  Then around 1869, Dr. Thomas Bran-
well Welch used the newly developed Concord 
grape to launch his grape juice company, and 
continued on to make his first jam product, 
Grapelade.  In 1918, the U.S. army bought the 
entire inventory of the jam for the soldiers 
battling in WWI.  When the soldiers returned 
home, they were hungry for Welch’s grape jam.  
After WWII, food scientists developed a meth-
od of canning that heated the food and the jar 
separately.  This led to the many varieties of 
jams and jellies we see on the market today.  

Have you ever wondered about the differ-
ence between jam and jelly?  Below is a quick 
summary of the different types of fruit spreads.  

Jam – made from crushed or chopped fruit 
cooked with sugar, pectin, and lemon juice; 
does not contain chunks of fruit

Jelly – sweetened and jelled fruit juice made 
by cooking fruit juice, and sugar with pectin; 
usually contains no pieces of fruit

Preserves – large or whole pieces of fruit are 
cooked with sugar to the point that the fruit 
is suspended in a syrup base

Chutney – a spiced condiment made of fruit 
or vegetable; usually served as accompani-
ment, not a spread; can range from mild to 
hot, and have the consistency from a fine 
relish to a preserve or conserve

Conserve – a mixture of more than one fruit 
often with nuts and raisins that is cooked 
until it becomes thick

Curd – a creamy spread made with sugar, eggs, 
butter and flavored with citrus juice and zest

Fruit butter – Fruit puree or pulp combined 
with sugar, lemon juice and spices slowly 
cooked down to a soft smooth consistency; 
the “butter” refers its smooth, spreadable 
texture.  

Marmalade – soft jelly, often citrus based that 
contains the flesh and often the peel of the 
fruit

For more information on the history of jelly 
and jam, you can search lunagrown.com or 
blog.thenibble.com.

Easy Instant Pot Blueberry Jam {just 2 ingredients!}
By Haniya Cherry

Ingredients
2 pounds blueberries fresh or frozen 
1 pound raw honey local 

Instructions
Add blueberries to inner pot of pressure 

cooker.  Pour in honey.  Put pressure cooker 
on low heat (Keep Warm function if using In-
stant Pot or other electric cooker) until honey 
melts. If using frozen berries, this part may 
take a while, but don’t worry. It’s worth it!  Stir 
occasionally.  When melted, turn pressure 
cooker to high heat (Sauté function on Instant 
Pot) until honey boils. There will be white-pink 
bubbles all around the blueberries.  When 
it boils, quickly put on the lid of your cooker, 
checking that the seals and all components are 
in good shape, including being in the sealing 
position.  If using an electric cooker, hit the 
Cancel button, then set to high for 2 minutes.  
If using a stovetop cooker, bring to high pres-
sure and maintain pressure for a cook time of 
2 minutes.  When cooking time is over, if us-
ing an electric cooker, hit the Cancel button to 
turn off the heat, and unplug.  With a stovetop 
cooker, remove from heat.  Let depressurize 
naturally.  When depressurized, remove lid 
and turn pressure cooker back on to high heat 

(Sauté function on Instant Pot).  Let boil un-
til some of the water has evaporated off, and 
the jam is nice and gelled when dripped off 
a spoon. Make sure to scrape the bottom fre-
quently to ensure even gelling.  Pour jam into 
clean half-pint jars.  Store in the refrigerator.  
Servings: 3 half pint jars 

Recipe Notes
*If adapting this recipe to another fruit, keep 

in mind whether it will need to be cut into 
smaller pieces, de-stemmed, or peeled.

*If freezing fruit to use for jam later on, make 
sure to freeze it ready-for-use, or else it’ll be a 
hassle later on!

*If fruit has been frozen into bigger chunks 
(such as peaches), simply pressure cook for 
3 minutes instead of 2, and then mash with a 
potato masher to get a smoother consistency.

*Also, feel free to play with the timing of the 
final boiling step. If your fruit is more watery 
(such as peaches), let the liquid reduce for 
longer.  

*The beauty of this recipe is its versatility! 
Tweak the type of fruit, the size of your fruit 
chunks/slices, or how long you boil the jam at 
the end. Combine fruits for a unique jam com-
bo. The possibilities are endless. Enjoy!

Homemade Apple Butter
www.foodnetwork.com

4 pounds assorted apples, peeled and chopped
2 cups apple cider
1 cup packed light brown sugar
Kosher salt

1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
Pinch of ground cloves

Ingredients

Directions 
1. Preheat the oven to 250 degrees F. Combine the apples, apple cider, brown sugar and 1/2 tea-

spoon salt in a large ovenproof pot or Dutch oven over medium heat. Bring to a simmer, partially 
cover and cook until the apples are soft, about 20 minutes. 

2. Remove from the heat and stir in the lemon juice, cinnamon, vanilla and cloves. Puree the 
mixture in a blender in batches until smooth (or use an immersion blender). 

3. Return the mixture to the pot and bake, uncovered, stirring every 30 minutes, until thickened 
and deep amber, 2 1/2 to 3 1/2 hours (the timing will depend on the kind of apples you use). Re-
move from the oven and let cool completely, then transfer to an airtight container and refrigerate 
up to 5 days.

Strawberry Jam
www.tasteofhome.com

2 quarts fresh strawberries
5-1/2 cups sugar
1 cup light corn syrup

1/4 cup lemon juice
3/4 cup water
1 package (1-3/4 ounces) powdered fruit pectin

Ingredients

Directions
Wash and mash berries, measuring out enough mashed berries to make 4 cups; place in a large 

bowl. Stir in sugar, corn syrup and lemon juice. Let stand 10 minutes.
In a Dutch oven, combine strawberry mixture and water. Stir in pectin. Bring to a full rolling boil 

over high heat, stirring constantly. Boil 1 minute, stirring constantly. Remove from heat; skim off 
foam.

Pour into jars or freezer containers, leaving 1/2 in. headspace. Cover and let stand overnight or 
until set, but not longer than 24 hours. Refrigerate up to 3 weeks or freeze up to 12 months.

On February 19, 2020, the Llano Estacado Regional Water Planning Group (LERWPG) ap-
proved the 2021 Initially Prepared Plan (IPP) for the Llano Estacado Regional Water Plan-
ning Area, also referred to as Region O. The LERWPG submitted the IPP to the Texas Water 
Development Board for review and comment on March 3, 2020. 

Notice is hereby given that the LERWPG will conduct a public hearing at 5:30 p.m. on May 
14, 2020 to receive comments on the Region O IPP related to the development of the 2021 
Regional Water Plan. The comments will be used to develop an approved Regional Water 
Plan for Region O. On March 13, 2020, the Governor of Texas issued a Proclamation certify-
ing that the COVID-19 pandemic poses an imminent threat of disaster and declaring a state 
of disaster for all counties in Texas. Thereafter pursuant to such Proclamation and in ac-
cordance with the Texas Disaster Act of 1975, the Governor of Texas temporarily suspended 
various provisions of Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code, as amended, regarding 
the conduct of meetings of governmental entities effective as of March 16, 2020. Pursuant to 
such Proclamation and temporary suspension, the public hearing will be conducted by toll-
free telephone conference call. All members of the public may participate by calling (408) 
418-9388, access code 267-044-456.

SPAG is the designated political subdivision approved by the LERWPG and encompasses the 
following counties: Bailey, Briscoe, Castro, Cochran, Crosby, Dawson, Deaf Smith, Dickens, 
Floyd, Gaines, Garza, Hale, Hockley, Lamb, Lubbock, Lynn, Motley, Parmer, Swisher, Terry, 
and Yoakum.

The LERWPG will be accepting written and oral comments at the public hearing. Oral com-
ments at the public hearing are limited to 3 minutes per speaker. The public can submit 
written comments to Kelly Davila, Director of Regional Services, South Plains Association of 
Governments, P.O. Box 3730, Lubbock, Texas 79452 until July 13, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. The LER-
WPG will consider all comments received prior to taking any action.

A digital copy of the IPP is available for public viewing on https://www.llanoplan.org/view-
plan/. A paper or digital copy of the IPP will be available for viewing on April 14, 2020, at 
the County Clerk’s Office in the following counties: Bailey County, Briscoe County, Castro 
County, Cochran County, Crosby County, Dawson County, Deaf Smith County, Dickens 
County, Floyd County, Gaines County, Garza County, Hale County, Hockley County, Lamb 
County, Lubbock County, Lynn County, Motley County, Parmer County, Swisher County, 
Terry County, and Yoakum County. 
A paper or digital copy will also be available for viewing at the following libraries: Muleshoe 
Public Library, Silverton Public Library, Rhoads Memorial Library (Dimmitt, TX), Cochran 
County Library (Morton, TX), Crosby County Library (Crosbyton, TX), Dawson County Pub-
lic Library (Lamesa, TX), Deaf Smith County Library (Hereford, TX), Dickens Co-Spur Public 
Library (Spur, TX), Floyd County Library (Floydada, TX), Gaines County Library (Seminole, 
TX), Post Public Library, Unger Memorial Library (Plainview, TX), Hockley County Memo-
rial Library (Levelland, TX), Lamb County Library (Littlefield, TX), George & Helen Mahon 
Public Library (Lubbock, TX), Tahoka City County Library, Motley County Library (Matador, 
TX), Friona Public Library, Swisher County Library (Tulia, TX), Kendrick Memorial Library 
(Brownfield, TX), Yoakum County Library (Plains, TX). 

For additional information, please contact Gyn Samples, gsamples@spag.org, (806) 762-
8721 / fax (806) 765-9544.

PUBLIC NOTICE
LLANO ESTACADO REGIONAL WATER PLANNING GROUP - REGION O

In Parmer County:  $30 per year
Out of Parmer County:  $40 per year

eStar (emailed):  $24 per year
Call 806-250-2211 for more information

Friona Star Subscriptions
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Water Weekly
For the week of 04/06/20

Water conditions
The latest drought map for conditions as of  
March 31 shows little change from the previous  
week. The area of the state impacted by 
moderate or worse drought remains at 
20 percent. Extreme or worse drought is 
up one percentage point and now covers 
5 percent of the state.

Drought conditions
 S 20% now
 S 20% a week ago
 S 36% three months ago
 S 12% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of 
the U.S. Drought 

Monitor

Key

5 Class Degradation
4 Class Degradation
3 Class Degradation
2 Class Degradation
1 Class Degradation
No Change
1 Class Improvement
2 Class Improvement
3 Class Improvement
4 Class Improvement
5 Class ImprovementMap courtesy of the U.S. Drought Monitor

Drought change in 
the last month
In the last four weeks, drought 
has improved across Central 
Texas, with some areas having 
as much as three classes of 
improvement. 
Meanwhile, areas 
along the coast 
have experienced as 
much as three classes 
of degradation.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.

Bryan McMath, Governmental Relations  |  bryan.mcmath@twdb.texas.gov  |  512-463-7850 
Sarah Haney, Media Relations  |  sarah.haney@twdb.texas.gov  |  512-463-5129

www.twdb.texas.gov Stay connected:

	 2017 	 2018	 2019	 10 year avg	 2020

January	 1.63	 0.00	 0.13	 0.60	 0.57
February	 0.00	 0.12	 0.42	 0.58	 0.67
March	 1.61	 0.18	 1.85	 0.62	 2.10

Total	 3.24	 0.30	 2.40	 1.80	 3.34

Friona Rainfall Data
1st Quarter 2020

Friona ISD Construction Project

Pre-Construction
Steel Fabrication
 

New Primary School
Building Pad
Concrete Footings 
& Grade Beams
 

High School Remodel
New Concrete Entry
 

New High School Band Hall
Building Pad
Concrete Piers & Grade Beams
Underground MEP Rough In
 

Junior High Remodel
New Concrete Entry
 

Elementary Remodel
Begins in June

April 2020 Overview
(projections only)

Parmer County Extension News
Texas 4-H Roundup has 

been held on the Texas A&M 
campus since 1946. Texas 4-H 
has more than 46,000 mem-
bers. Due to ongoing con-
cerns with COVID-19 across 
Texas and the uncertainties 
this situation has created 
with regards to programming, 

Texas 4-H Roundup will be 
cancelled this year. A&M is 
working hard to provide more 
virtual offerings to our 4-H 
members at this time. 

Steer Tags orders are due to 
your Ag Teacher or 4-H agent 
no later than April 15th. The 
price is $17.00 per tag and 

these will be for the 2020-2021 
show season. Summer Lamb 
and Goat tag orders are due 
at the same time and for the 
same price. This will be for the 
State Fair of Texas

In the photo above, Bermea Construction, Inc. employees are installing 
a new concrete driveway at the Friona ISD administration building. The 
entrance was also widened to allow for easier access to the facility. In the 
photos below, construction has begun at the various school campuses. 

Marla Hart is the proud owner of Friona H&R Block and her newly remodeled 
office at 904 W. 11th (the old Sonic building). She reminds everyone that April 
15th is Tax Day (sort of). The IRS has moved the required filing date back to 
July 15th. Call her at 806-250-3638 for more information.

Construction around town

April through June is normally the wettest season for much of Texas, but the National 
Weather Service (NWS) does not expect much drought relief for Texas in that time period 
for this year.


