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, \ Indian Fight at Las Moras Spring in J840.

Description of a Battle Between Whites and Indians in the 
Early Days When Kinney County was the Hunting 

Ground of the Comanches and Lipans*

BY A. J. SOWELL.

The main incidents leading up | 
to the fight with the Indians at 
the famous spring in Kinney 
county was first the treaty made 
with the Comanches in the spring 
of 1840, and the burning of Linn- 
ville and battle of Plum Creek in 
t h e  following summer. T h e  
treaty was held in San Antonio 
and one of the stipulations, and 
a very important one too, was 
the delivery of all white captives 
then in the hands of the Coman­
ches. At the time designated 
about thirty of the principal 
chiefs and warriors with their 
squaws and children assembled 
and the red men went into coun­
cil with the treaty commissioners 
of the whites. Soon a heated 
discussion arose. The Indians 
had failed to comply with the 
terms. Only one white captive, 
Matilda Lockhart, was produced. 
They claimed she was all they 
had, but the girl herself denied 
this, stating that many others 
were held under a large band 
back in the mountains. In the 
end the white men attemp­
ted to hold the Indians in captiv­
ity until all the white prisoners | 
held by them were delivered.' 
The Comanches would not sub-1 
mit to this and attacked the white | 
men with great fury in the coun-  ̂
cil house. As a precautionary] 
measure Captain Tom Howard! 
with a company of rangers had* 
been stationed on the outside and ' 
but for these none of the peace ’

commissioners would have es­
caped as they were unarmed. 
During the short but desperate 
fight several of the rangers were 
killed or wounded and among the 
killed was the gallant Lieutenant 
Dunnington, A b o u t  fourteen 
other whites were killed and in 
this list were Judge Hood and 
the sheriff of Bexar county. The 
Indian chiefs and warriors were 
all killed.

On the following day Mrs. Web­
ster came to town in an almost 
nude condition, her flesh badly 
torn and scratched by thorn and 
bramble. She had been captured 
on the San Gabriel after a des­
perate battle in which her hus­
band and thirteen other men 
were killed. Mrs. Webster con­
firmed the statement of Matilda 
Lockhart as to the other captives 
included in which were the Put­
nam children, taken at the same 
time with the Lockhart girl on 
the Guadalupe river in DeWitt 
colony.

In retaliation for the slaughter 
of the chiefs in San Antonio a 
large body of Indians invaded the 
settled portions of Texas and rav­
aged the country to the coast, in­
cluding Victoria and wound up at 
the little sea coast town of Linn- 
ville which they sacked a n d  
burned. From here they com­
menced their retreat back to the 
mountains and so strong was 
their force,' about 600 warriorsT 
they well' nigh escaped before

settlers enough could be collected 
to make a successful fight with 
them. At Plum Creek, however, 
where the town of Lockhart now 
is, in Caldwell county, 200 white 
men overtook them. In t h i s  
force was a company of rangers 
from the Colorado under Captain 
Ed. Burleson and the noted fron­
tiersmen, Caldwell, McCulloch 
and Hays from the Guadalupe 
with their followers. It was a 
long drawn and running battle of 
fifteen miles winding up at the 
foot of the Blanco Mountains near 
where the town of Kyle is now. 
The Indians suffered great loss 
without inflicting much damage 
on their enemies.

In the fall of this same year 
the whites in retaliation for the 
great Indian raid planned two 
expeditions into the Comanche 
strongholds of the West, the 
plan being to find and fight the 
Indians wherever they might be 
if they sould locate them. Jack 
Hays had already been commis­
sioned by Gen. Sam Houston to 
raise a company of rangers and 
at this time was operating in the 
Guadalupe and Nueces Mountains | 
and having some desperate en­
gagements. These bands, how-1 
ever, which Hays fought were| 
marauders and their trails eithei 
led northwest, southwest or west 
indicating strong camps some-| 
where.

When the complement of men I 
for the two expeditions were col-| 
lected and organized, Col. Join 
H. Moore of the Colorado, wai 
placed in command of the one tc 
operate to the northwest anc 
Capt, Tom Howard led the expe­
dition west of San Antonio. Th( 
men under Howard numberec 
170. These included his owi 
company of rangers and that oi 
Captain Matthew Caldwell. Th(
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balance of the force were volun­
teer settlers but all under the 
command of Howard who held 
the rank of Colonel. Captain 
Caldwell was one of the peace 
commissioners at the time of the 
council house flight in San Antonio 
and narrowly escaped t h e r e .  
Two chiefs attacked him and he 
was about to sink under their 
blows with knife and tomahawk 
when they were killed by some 
of Howards rangers who had 
forced their way into the house.

Scouts were kept at all times 
ahead of the expedition and when 
it crossed the Nueces river many 
signs of Indians were seen until 
their main camp was discovered 
at the Las Moras Spring. The 
scouts informed Colonel Howard 
that the country was very open, 
no brush or timber through which 
the camp could be approached 
except along the banks of Las 
Moras creek which ran south to­
ward the Rio Grande. The scouts 
also stated that near a thousand 
head of horses and mules were 
under herd in the valley above 
camp. As the Indians were rest­
ing in fancied security the whites 
never having penetrated this far 
west in force before Howard con­
cluded he could surprise them and 
advanced rapidly, his men being 
mounted. The advance of the 
whites was made through low 
fiats and nothing could be seen 
as to the Indians until the crest 
of a high ridge was reached east 
of the camp, or village, for many 
tepees were there. Half a mile 
to the right, in the valley near 
the foot of the hills, the horses 
a n d mules grazed. Howard’s 
men advanced rapidly but now 
nothing obstructed the view to 
the carnjj of the hostiles about a 
mile away and the white men 
were discovered. To say the In­
dians were surprised puts it mild­
ly; they were panic stricken and

fled in great crowds to the west 
and down Las Moras creek, many 
of these being women and chil­
dren. A strong bodj" of warriors 
made a stand on the west side of 
the creek along the foot of the 
ridge on which Fort Clark is built 
but soon gave way before the 
fatal fire of the rifles. A great 
deal of noise and confusion pre­
vailed. Settlers and Indians cov­
ered a mile or more of country— 
Indian warriors yelling, squaws 
and papooses screaming, white 
men yelled also and to add to the 
terror of the scene the great herd 
of mules and horses up the valley 
stampeded a n d  their running 
made a noise like the near ap­
proach of a cyclone. In less than 
an hour not an Indian was in 
sight except the dead warriors 20 
of whom were found. S o m e  
squaws and children were acci­
dently killed but hundreds of 
them made their escape. Among 
the white men many were hurt 
but not one lost his iife. Horses 
fell with some and others bogged 
in the creek trying to cut the In­
dians off from below. Most of 
the men hurt by Indians was with 
arrows and generally in personal 
combats.!

After the battle men were de­
tailed to follow’ and gather the 
stampeded horses and mules and 
700 were collected and returned 
to their owners in the settlements 
east. Among the men in Capt. 
Caldwell’s company from the 
Guadalupe w ere^mjia.m Tunilin- 
sQn. Dan Grady, Calvin Turner, 
C ^e^  Taylor and John Gattes. 
The facts herein stated w’ere told 
by men in the battle. Calvin 
Turner was an uncle of the 
w’riter but long since deceased, 
and the main facts were told the 
W’riter by Creed Taylor w’ho is 
still living at a very advanced 
age.

Col. Moore had a battle later in

the upper San Saba in which 50 
Indians were killed and many 
horses captured.

A nnouncem ents,
Congressional district - - - $15.00
Judicial district - - - - -  10.00 
County offices - - -  - -  - - 5 , 0 0  
Precinct offices - - - - - - 2.50

Cash must accompany copy for an­
nouncement to insure insertion.

FOR CONGRESS:
The Mail is authorized to announce 

Hon. John N. Garner as a candidate 
for re-election from the 15th Congres­
sional District, subject to the action of 
the Democratic party.

DR. J ,R  GILSON .
P yh sic ia n  and  Surgeon.

Hours: 10 to 12 a.m. 2 to 5 p.m. 
Sundays by appointment. 

Calls promptly answ’ered day or 
night. Office opposite Holmes’ 
Drug Store.

Phone No. 19.

U rip is dc (Uo,
Wholesale Fruit 
and Produce....

414 Military Plaza.
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS.

Salesman, Joe Tripis.

PEDRO GOMEZ

Painter, 
Paperhanger, 

and Tinner.
All work promptl.v attended to.
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THE BRACKETT MAIL.
Subscription Price $L00 Per Year*

PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY.

Application made for admission as second-class mail matter

CHARLES KARTES, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR. 
ROBERT PAUL, CORRESPONDENT, FORT CLARK.

^  EDITORIAL COM MENT*

Fort Clark is not abandoned yet, and there is 
very good reason to believe that it will not be,

S? j! «

Some of the people who are loudest in crying 
‘woe unto Brackett if we lose Clark, ’ would have 
the novel experience of hunting a job.

First Cavalry to Trisco.
Six troops and the band, under command of 

Colonel Hughes, left Wednesday for -San Fran­
cisco. C of the Twenty-sixth Infantry arrived 
at Fort Clark Tuesday and will be stationed here 
temporarily. This move of ' the troops, coming 
so soon after the talk of abandoning the post, 
has led many people to believe it is a fact, but 
Congress has not approved General Humphries 
recommendation, and is not likely to do so.

** ** 3?
The Daily Express, in conjunction with Con- 

"gressman Slayden and the meV;chants of San 
Antonio, has been working for tile enlargement 
of Fort Sam Houston, and to attain this end is 
fighting, and has fought Brackett for years in 
every attempt she has made towards the reten­
tion of troops or the upbuilding of Fort Clark. 
The Express says “that the removal of the 1st 
Cavalry is prophetic of the abandonment of Ft. 
Clark.” The Express has posed as a prophet 
for long years, and its prophecies have always 
portended evil to this vvestern section of the 
State. San Antonio derives an immense trade 
from this western country that she is going to 
lose. The merchants are getting tired of pay­
ing her tribute and having their throats cut at 
will. It is time for us to take up the fight and 
let it be to a finish. Let the watchword be “ On 
to Houston!”
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THE
MAIL OFFICE

Is thoroughly equipped 
with new and up-to-date 

job type and stationerj%

PR O M PTLY
DONE

Let us have your next order 
and we will give you first- 
•cl ass  w o r k  at reasonable 
prices. We know how to do 
job printing of all kinds and 
have the material to do nice 
work. All work guaranteed.

THE MAIL 
ONE YEAR

mi •

FOR $1.00.

Office next to Holmes’. 
BRACKETTVILLE, TEXAS.
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