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The little forage cap was raised witk cour

teous grace,
was an unusual
matinee the following morning.
Capt. Ray relieved Capt. Gregg as officer
of the day, and the two were visiting

scene at the
When

There

the guard house and turning over pris-
oners, they came upon the last mame on
the list—Clancy—and Gregg turned to
his regimental comrade and said:

“No charges are preferred agninst
Clancy, at least none as yet, Capt. Ray;
but his company commander requests
that he be held here until he can talk
over his case with the colonel.”

“What's he in for?” demanded Capt.
Ray.

“Getting drunk and raising a row and !

beating his wife,” answered
whereat there was a titter among the
soldicrs.

“I never sthruck a woman in me life,
gir,” said poor Clancy.
“Silence, Clancy!”

geant of the guard.

“No, I'm blessed if T believe that part
of it, Clancy, drunk or no drunk,” said
the new officer of the day. ‘*‘Take charere
of him for the present, sergeant.”
away they went to the oflice.

Capt. Rayner was in conversation
with the commanding officer as they en-
tered, and the colonel was saying:

“It is not the proper way to handle
the case, captain. If he has been guilty
of drunkenness and disorderly conduct
he should be brought to trial at once.”

“I admit that, sir; but the case is pe-
culiar, It was Mrs. Clancy that made
all the noise. I feel sure that after he
is perfectly sober I can give him such a

ordered the ser-

Gregg, |

And |

talking to as will put a stop to this trou- |

ble.”

®Very well, sir. I am willing to let
company commanders experiment at
lea®¢ once or twice on their theories, so

you can try the scheme; but we of the,

—th have had some years of experience
with the Clancys, and were not a little
amused when they turned up again in
our midst as accredited members of your
company.”

“Then, as I understand you, colonel, |

Clancy is not to be brought to trial for
this affair,” suddenly spoke the post sur-
geon.

Everybody looked up in surprise.
“Pills” was the last man, ordinarily, to
take a hand in the *‘shop talk” at the
morning meetings.

“No, doctor. His captain thinksit un-
necessary to prefer charges.”

“So do I, sir; and, as 1 saw the man
both before and after his confinement
last night, I do not think it was necessary
to confine him.”

“The officer of the dav says there was
great’ disorder," said the colonel, in sur-
prise.

“Ay, sir, so there was; and the thing
reminds me of thé stories they used to
tell on the New York police. It looked
to me as though all the row was raised
b rs. Clancy, as Capt. Rayner says;

the man was arrested. That being

case 1 would ask the captain for

t specific offense he ordered Clancy

he guard house.”

avner again was pale as death. He
glared at the doctor in amaze and in-
erédulity, while all the officers noted his
agitation and were silent in surprise. It
was the colonel that came to the rescue.

“Capt. Rayner had abundant reason,
doctor. It was after taps, though only
just after, and, whether causing the
trouble or not, the man is the responsible
party, not the woman. The captain was
right in causing his arrest.”

Rayner looked up gratefully,

“] submit to your decision, sir,” said
the surgeon, “and 1 apologize for any-
thing I may have asked that was beyond
my province., Now Il wish to ask a ques-
tion for my own guidance.”

“Go on, doctor.”

“In case an enlisted man of this com-
mand desire to see an officer of his com-
pany—or any other officer, for that mat-
ter—is it a violation of any wilitary
regulation for him to goto his quarters
for that purpose?”

Again was Rayner fearfully white and
aged looking. His lips moved as though
he would interrupt: but discipline pre-
vailed,

“No, doctor, and yet we have certain
customs of service (o prevent the men
going at all manner of hours and on friv
olouserrands. A soldicr asks his firsteer-
geant's permission first, and if denied by
him, and he have what he considers good
reason, he can report the whole case ™

“But suppose a man is not on com
pany duty, must he hunt up his first ser-
geant and ask permission to go and see
some oftficer with whom he has busi-
ness?”

“Well, hardly, in that case.”

“That's all, sir.” And the doctor sub-
gided.

Among all the officers, as the mecting
adjourned, the question was, *“\V
you sappose ‘Pills’ was driving .U

There were two or three who knew,

Capt. Rayner went first to his uarters,
where he bad a few moments Lurried
consultation with his wife: then they

left the house togetier; he to have a

|

it do |

low toned and very stern talk to rather
than with the abashed Clancy, who lis-
tened, cap in hand and with hanging
head; she to visit the sick child of Mrs.
Flanigan, of Company K, whose quar-
ters adjoined those to which the Clancys
had recently been assigned. When that
Hibernian culprit returned to his roaf
tree,p leased from durance vile, he was
surprised to receive a kindly and sym-
pathetic welcome from his captain's wife,
who wilg her own hand had mixed him
some comforng drink and was plan-
ning with Mrs. Clancy for their greater
comfort. *If Clancy wilt only promise
to quit entirely!" interjected the partner
of his joys and sorrows.

Later that day, when the doctor had
a little talk with Clancy, the ex-dragoon
declared he was going to reform for all
he was worth., Ile wasonly a distress to
everybody when he drank.

“All right, Clancy. And when you
are perfectly yourself, you can come
and see Lieut, Hayne assoonas you like.”

“Loot'nant Hayne is i, sir? Shure I'd
be beggin’ his pardon for the vexation I
gave him last night.”

“But you have something you wanted
to gpeak with him about. You said so
last night, Clancy,” saidthe doctor, look-
ing him squarely in the eye.

“Shure I was dhrunk, sir. Ididn’t
mane it,” he answered; but he shrank
and cowered.

The doctor turned and left him,

“If it's only when he's drunk that con-
science pricks him and the truth will
out, then must have him drunk
again,” quoth this unprincipied practi-
tioner,

That same afternoon Miss Travers
found that a headache was the result of

we

confinement to an atmosphere somewhat |

heavily charged with electricity. Mus.
Rayner seemed to bristle every time she
approached her sister. Possibly it was
the heart, more than the head, that
ached, but in either case she nceded re-
lief from the exposed position she had

oceupied ever since Kate's return from |

the Clancys'in the morning. She had
been too long under fire, and was wearied.

Even the cheery visits of the garrison |

gallants had proved of little avail, rfor
Mrs. Rayner was in very ill temper, and
made snappish remarks tothem which
two of them resented and speedily took
themselves off, Later Miss Travers went
to her room and wrote a letter, and then
the sunset gun shook the window, and
twilight settled down upon the still
frozen earth, She bathed her heated
forehead and flushed cheeks, threw a
warm cloak over her shoulders, and
came slowly down the stairs, Mrs, Ray-
ner met her at the parlor door.

“Kate, I am going for a walk and shali
stop and see Mrs. Waldron.”

“Quite an unnecessary piece of infor-
ation. 1 sew him as well as you. He
has just gone there.”

Miss Travers flushed hot with indigna-
tion.

“I have seen no one; and if you mean

that Mr. Ilayne has gone to Maj. Wal-

dron’s, I shall not.”

“No; I'd meet him on the walk; it
would only be a trifle more public.”
“You have no right to accuse me of

the faintest expectation of meeting him
anywhere. [ repeat, I had not thought
of such a thing."

“You might just as well doit. You
cannot make your amtagonism to my
husband much more pointed than you
have already. And as for meeting Mr,
Hayne, the only advice I presume to give
now is that for your own sake you keep
your blushes under better control than
you did the last time you met—that I
know of.” And, with this triumphant
insult as a parting shot, Mrs. Rayner
wheeled and marched off through the
parlor.

What was a girl todo? Nellie Travers
was not of the crying kind, and was de-
nied a vast amount of comfort in conse-
quence. She stood a few moments quiv-
ering under the lash of injustice and in-
sult to which she had been subjected.
She longed for a breath of pure fresh
air; but there would be no enjoyment
even in that now. She needed sympathy
and help if evera girl did, but where
was she to find it? The women who
most attracted her and who would have
warmly welcomed her at any time—the
women whom she would eagerly have
gone to in her trouble—were practically
denied to her. Mrs. Ravner in her gquar-
rel had declared war against the caval-
ry, and Mrs. Stannard and Mrs. Ray,who
bad shown a disposition to welcome
Nellie warmly, were no longer callers at
the house, Mrs. Waldron, who was
kind and motherly to the girl and loved
to have her with her,was so emubarrassed
by Mrs. Rayner's determined snubs that
she hardly knew how to treat the mat-
ter., She would no longer visit Mrs.
Rayner informally, as had been her cus-
tom, yet she wanted the girl to come {0
her, o

If she went, Miss Travers well knew
that on her return to the house she
would be received by a volley of sar-
casms about her preference for the
society of people who were the avowed
enemies of her benefactors. If she re-
mained in the house, it was to become in
person the target for her sister's unde-
served sneers and censure. The situa-
tion was becowing simply unbearable.
I'wice she began and twice she tore to
fragments the letter for which Mr. Van
Antwerp was daily imploring, and this
ev g she once more turned and
slowly sought her room, threw off her
wraps, and took up ber writing desk, It
was not yvet dark. There was still light
enouch for her purpose, if went
close to the window, Every nerve was
tingling with the sense of wrong and
ignominy; every throb of her heart but
intensified the longing for rélief from
the thralldom of her positic She saw
only one path to lead her from such
crushing dependence. There was his
last letter, received only that day, urg-
Ing, fmploring her to leave Warrener
forthwith., Mrs. Rayner had declared to
him her readiness to bring her east pro-
vided she would fix an early date for the
wedding. Was it nota future many a
girl might envy? Was he not tender,
faithful, patient,devoted as man could be?
Had he not social position and compe-
tence? Was he not hizh beed, courteous,
refined, a gentleman in all his acts and
words? Why could she not love him and

she

be content:

There on the desk lay a little scrap of
note paper: there lay her pen; a dozen
words only were necessary. One mo-
ment she gazed longingly, wistfully, at
the far away, darkening heights of the
Rockies, watching the last rose tinted
gleams on the snowy peaks; then with
sudden impulse she seized her pen and
drew the portfolio to the window seat,
As she did so, a soldierly figure camne
briskly down the walk; a pale, clear cut
face glanced up at ler casement; a
4nivlni;\m()f recognition and pleasure
flashed in his eyes; the little forage cap
was raised with courteous girace, though
the step never slackened, and Miss Trav-
ers felt that her cheek, too, was flushing
again, as Mr. Hayne strode rapidly by.
She stood there another moment, and
then—it had grown too dark to write.

When Mrs. Rayner, after calling twice
from the bottom of the stairs, finally
went up into her room and impaticntly
pushed open the door, all was darkness
except the glimmer from the hearth:

“Nellie, where are you?”

“Here,” answered Miss Travers, start-
ing up from the sofa, “Ithink I must
have been asleep.”

“Your head is hot as fire,” said her
gister, laying her firm white hand upoa
the burning forehead. “I suppose yon
are going to be downright ill, by way of
diversion. Just understand one thing,

Nellie, that doctor does not come into
my house,”

*What doctor?—not that 1 want one,”
asked Miss Travers, wearily.

“Dr. Pease, the post surgeon, I mean.
Of course you have heard how heis mix-
ing himself in my husband’s affairs and
making trouble with various people.”

“I have heard nothing, Kate.”

“I don't your friends
ashamed to tell you. Things have co

wonder are

ne
g
around holding private meetings with
enlisted men!”

“I hardly know the doctor atall, Kate,
and can't imagzine what affairs of your
husband’s he can interfere with.”

“It was he that put up Clancy to mak- |
ing the disturbance at Hayne's last night :
and getting into the guard house, and
tried to prove that he had a right to go
sand that the captain had no right
rest him.”

“Was Clancy trying to see Mr. Hayne?"
asked Miss Travers, quickly.
should 1 said her sis-
ter, pettishly, ‘‘He was drunk, and prob-
ably didn't know what he was doing.”

“And Capt. Rayner arrested him for—
for trying to see Mr. Hayne?"

“Capt. Rayner arrested him for being
drunk and creating a distarbance, as it
was his duty to arrest any soldier under
such circumstances.” replied her sister,
with majestic wrath, “and I will not tol- |
erate it that you should criticise his con-
duct.”

to a pretty pass. when oflicers are goi:

[ow know?"

“I have made no criticism, Kate. 1
have simply made inquiry: but I have|
learned what no one else could h.nﬁ’

made me believe.” |
wreful what you|
What do|

“*Nellie Travers, be «

say, or what you insinuate.
you mean?"”

“I mean, Kate, that it is my belief that
there is something at the bottom of those
stories of Clancy’s strange talk when in
he hospital. I he thinks he
knows something which would turn all
suspicion from Mr. [layne to a totally
different man. I Lelieve that, for reasons
which I cannot fathom, you are deter
mined Mr. Hayne shall not see him or
hear of it. It was you that sent Capt
Rayner over there last night. Mrs.
Clancy came here at tattoo, and, from the
time she left, you were at the front door
or window. You were the first
her eries and came running in to tell the
captain togo at once,

believe

to hear

Kate, why did you
stand there listening from the time she
left the kitchen unless you expected to
hear just what happened ox
hind the company barracks?"

Mrs. Rayner would give no answer.
Anger, rage, retaliation, all in turn were
pictured on her furious face, but died
away before the calm and unconquera-
ble gaze in her sister's syes. For the
first time in her life Kate Rayner real-

r there be

ized that her *“baby Nell” had the
stronger will of the two. For one in-
stant she contemplated vengeance, A

torrent of invective leaped readily to
her lips. “Outrage,” *‘ingrate,” *“insult,”
were the firs' three distinguishable epi-
thets applied to her sister or her sister’s
words: then, **See if Mr. Van Antwerp
will tolerate such conduect. Tl write
this very day,” was the impotent threat |
that followed: and finally, utterly de
feated. thoroughly convineed that
was powerless agvainst her sister's reck-
less love of ‘*fair play at any price,” she
felt that her wrath was giving way to
dismay, and turned and fled, lest Nellie
should see the flag of surrender on he:
paling cheeks.

she

>

CHAPTER XIIL

I shovld say it

woman.”

CWell,

r, Was @ Yyoung

Two nighte after this, as Capt. Buxton
was sulkily going the rounds of the sen
tries, he made a discovery which greatly
enlivened an otheprwise uneventful tour
as officer of the day., It had hi
gencral cunstom 1 oceasions to tal
.

ross the parade to the

beon

on st o

wa ehartost wav ag

guard house, wake brief and perfunctory
inspeetion there, then go on down the
hill to the ereek valley and successively
visit the sentries around the stables, If
the nizht were wet or cold, he went back
the same way, ignoring the sentries at
the coal and store sheds along Prairie
avenue, This was a sharply cold night
and very dark, but equally still. It was
between 12 and 1 o'clock—nearer 1 than
12—aus he climbed the hill on his home-
ward way, and, instead of taking the
short cut, turned northward and struck
for the gloomy mass of sheds dimly dis-
cernible some forty yards from the crest.
He had heard other officers speak of the
fact that Mr. Hayne's lights were burn-
ing until long after midnight, and that
dropping in there, they had found him
seated at his desk with a green shade
over his eyes, studying by the aid of two
student lumps: ‘“boning to be a general
probably,” was the comment of captains
of Buxton's caliber, who, having grown
old in the service and in their own igno-
rance, were fiercely inlolerant of lien-
tenants who strove to improve in pro
sional reading instead of spending
their time making out the coupany mus-
ter rolls and clothing accounts, as they
should do.

Buxton wanted tosee for himself what,
the night lizhts meant, and was plunging
beavily albead through the darkness,

B
1S

when suddenly brought to a stand by
the sharp challenge of the sentry at the
coal He whispered the mystic
countersign over the leveled bayonet of
the infantryman, swearing to himselfl at
the regulation which puts an oificer in

shed.

such a “stand-and-deliver” attitude for
the time being, and then, by way of get
ting square with the soldier for the

sharply military way in which his duty
as sentry had been perforined, the cap

tain praceeded to catechise him as to his
orders, The soldicr had been well
tauzght, and knew all his *‘responses” by
rote—far better than DBuxton, for that

as the latter was anything but an
exemplar of perfection in tactics or sen
try duty: but this did not prevent Bux-
ton’s snappishly telling him he
wrong in several points and contemptu
ously inquiring where he had learned
such trash. The promptly but
respectfully responded that those wer
the exact instructions he had received ai
the adjutant’s school, and DBuxton Lnew
from experience that he was getting
dangerous ground., He would have stuck
fo his point, however, in default of soun

wus

soldier

on

thing else to find fault with, but that the
crack of a whip, the crun
and a rattleof wheels out in the darknes:
quickly diverted his attention,

“What's that, sentyy
quired.

hing of hoof

he sharply in

**A carriage, sir. Leastwise, I think
it must be.”
“Why don't you know, sir? It mus

have been on your post.™
“*No, sir; it was 'way off my post. L
drove up to Lieat. Hayne's about half a:

hour ago.”

“Where'd it come from from?" askec
captain, eagerly.

“From town, sir, I suppose.” And
leaving the sentry to his own redlections

which, on the whole, were not cowpli
mentary to his superior ofiicer, Capi
Buxton strode rapidly through the dark
ness to Lieut. Hayne's quarters.  Brigh

; within, both o1

'4

lights were still burning
the ground floor and in a room
The sentries were just beginning the cal
of 1 o'clock reached the gat
and halted, gazing inquisitively at thx
bouse front. Then he turned and listened
to the rattle of wheels faint i
he distance the team drove awa)
towards the prairie town. If Hayne hac
gone to town at that hour of the night1
was a wost unusual proceeding, and e
had not the colonel's permission to ab
sent himself from the post; of that the
officer of the day was certain. Then
again, he would not have gone and lefi
all his lights burning. No; that vehicle
whateverit was, had brought somebody

above

when he

growing

as

out to see him—somebody who proposed
to remain hours; otherwie the
carriage would not have driven away.

In confirmation of this theory he heard
voices, cheery voices, in laughing talk
and one of them made him prick up his
ears. He heard the piano crisply trilling
a response to light, skillful fingers. He
longed for a peep within, and regretted
that he had dropped Mr. [layne from the
list of his acquaintance. lle recognized
Hayne's shadow presently thrown by
the lamp upon the curtained window,
and wished that his visitor
similarly into view. He heard the clink
of glasses and saw the shadow raise a
wine glass to the lips, and Sam’s Mon-
golian shape tlitted across the screen,
bearing a tray with similar suggestive
objects. What meant this unheard of
conviviality on the part of the ascetic,
the hermit, the midnight oil burner, the
scholarly recluse of the garrison? Bux
ton stared with all his eyes and listened
with all his ears, starting guiltily when
he heard a wmartial
quickly up the path, and faced the in
truder rather unsteadily. It was only
the corporal of the guard, and he glanced
at his superior, brought his fur gauntlet-
ed band in salute to the rifle on his shoul
der and passed on.

The next moment Buxton fairly gasped
with amaze; he stured an instant at the
window as though transfixed, then ran
after the corporal, called to him in low,
stealthy tone to come back noiselessly,
drew him by the s » to the front of

several

would comi

footstep coming

i

Hayne's quarters, pointed to the
parlor window. sh V8 were
there now—one eas recognizable us
that of the young ofiicer in Lis snugly
fitting undress uniform, the other slen

der, graceful, feminine.

“What do y« other shadow
to be, corporal?” he whispered, hoarscly
and huwrriedly. “Look!”™ Andwith that
exclamation a shadowed arm seemed to
encircle the slender forim, the mustached
image to bend low and mingle with the
outlined luxuriance of tress that decked
the other's head. and then, tozether, with
clasping arms, the shitsdows moved fyom
view.

“What was the other, corporal? he
repeated,

*Well, gir, I should say it was a yorng
woman."”

Buxton could hardly wait until morn-
ing to see Rayner. \When he passed the
latter’s quarters half an hour later all

't

1

was ‘l,ll'!;lll'r.:, thongh, had he but known
it, Rayner was not asleep. He was at
the house before guard mwounting and
had a contidential and evidently exciting
talk with the captain; and when he went
just as the trumpets were sounding.
these words were heard at the front door

“She never left until after daylight,
when the same rig drove her back to
town.
then.”

That morning both Rayner and Buxton
tooked hard at Mr. Hayne when he came
in to the matinee; but he was just as
calm and quiet as ever, and having sa
luted the commanding «fficer tock a seat
by Capt. Gregg and was seon cecupied
in conversation with him. Nota word
was said by the officer of the day about
the nuysterious visitor to the garrison the
previous nigl With Capt. Rayner,

There was a stranger with her

1

nt.
however, he was again in conversation
much of the day, and to him, not to hi

officer of the day, did h

communicate all the details of the pre
vious night’s adventure and his theories
thereanent.

Late that night, having occasion to
step to his front door, convinced that he
heard stealthy footsteps on his piazza,
Mr. Hayne could see nobody in the dark
ness, but found his front gate open. 17e
walked around his little bouse, but nut

SUCCEessor Aas

a man was visihle, Ilis heart was fuli
of a new and strange excitement that
night, and, as before, he threw on his
avercoat and furs and took a rapid walk
wround the garvison, gazing up into the

ftarry heavens and drinking in great
draughts of the puare, bracing air. Re

tarning, he came down along the front
of officers’ row, and as he approached

Rayner’s quarters his eyes rested long-
ingly upon the window he knew to be
hers now; but all was darkness. As he

rapidly neared the house, however, he
became aware of two bulky figures at
the gate, and, as he walked briskly past.
recoy »d the overcoats as those of offi
One man was doubtless Rayner,
the other he could not tell; for both, the
instant they recognized his step, seemed

to avert their heads. Once home again

cers.

he soon sought his room and pillow:
but, long before he could sleep, again
and again a sweet vision seemed to

come to him: he could not shut out the
thought of Nellie Travers—of how she
looked and what she said that very after-
noon.

He had gone to call at Mrs. Waldron's
soon after dark. He was at the piano,
playing for her, when he became con-

ious that another lady had entered the
room, and, turning, saw Nellie Travers.
He rose and bowed to her, extending his
hand as he did so, &nd knowing that his
heart was thumping and his color rising
as he felt the soft, warm touch of her
slender (ingers in his grasp. She, too,
had flushed—any one could sec it, though
the lamps were not turned high, nor was
the firglight strong.

*Miss Travers has come to take
very quietly with me, Mr. Hayne—she is
80 soon to return to the east—and now |
I want you to stay and join us. No one|

will be here but the major; and we will |

tea

bave alovely time with our music. You
will, won't you?"

*So soon to return to the east!” How |

‘

harsh, how strange and unwelcome the |
words sounded! How they seemed toop- |
press him and prevent his reply! lIa‘[
stood a moment dazed and vaguely wor-
ried; he could not explain it. He looked |
from Mrs. Waldron’s kind face to the
sweet, flushed, lovely features there 80|
near him, and something told him that |
he could never let them go and find even |
hopeor content in lifeagain. How, why
had she so strangely come into his lonely |
life, radiant, beautiful, bewildering as
somesuddenly blazing star in the darkest
corner of the heavens? Whence had
come this strange power that enthralled
him? He gazed into her sweet face, with
its downcast, troubled eyes, and then, in
bewilderment, turned to Mrs. Waldron:

*I—I had no idea Miss Travers was go-
ing east again just now. It seemsonly a
few days since she came.”

“It is over a month: but all the same
this is a sudden decision. I knew noth-
ing of it until yesterday. You said Mrs. |
Rayner was better tod Nellie?"

*Yes, a little: but she is far from well.
I think the captain will go, too, just as
soon as he can arrange for leave of ab-
sence,” was the low toned answer. He
had released, or rather she had with-
drawn, her hand, and he still stood there,
fascinated. Hiseyescould not quit their |
gaze. She going away?—She? Obh, it
could not bel What—what would life |
become without the sight of that radiant
face. that slender, graceful, girlish form?

“Is not this very unexpected?’ he
struggeled to say. ‘1 thought—I heard
you were to spend several aonths here." |

“It was so intended, Mr. Hayne: but
my sister's health requires speedy changa. |
She has been growing worse ever since |
we came, and she will not get well here,”

“And when do you go?” he asked,
blankly

“Just as soon as we can pack: though
we may wait two or three days for a—
for a telegram.”

There was a complete break in the con-
versation for a full quarter of a minute
—not such a long time 1n itself, but un-

e

cul!s me a matchmaker,”

But with Mrs. Waldron away the twe
appeared to have made but halting pro-
gress towards friendship, With all her
outspoken pluck at school and at home,
Miss Travers was strangely ill at ease
and embarrassed now. Mr, Hayne was
the first to gain self control and to en-
deavor to bring the conversation back to
a natural channel. It was a struggle;
but he had grown accustomed to strug-
gles. He could not imagine that a girl
whom he had met only once or twice
ghould have for him anything more than
the vaguest and most casual interest.
He well knew by this time how deep
and vehement was the interest she had
aroused in his heart; but it would never
do to betray himself so soon, He strove
to interest her in reference to the music
she would hear, and to learn from her
where they were going. This she

3

an-
swered. They would go no further
east than St. Louis or Chicago. They

might go south as far as Nashville until
mid-May. As for the summer it would
depend on the captain and lds leave of
absence. It was all vague and unset-
tled. Mrs Rayner was go wretched that
her husband was counvinced that she
ouzht to leave for the states as soon as
possible, and of course ‘‘she” must go

with her. All the gladdess, brightness.
vivacity he had seen and heard of as her
marked characteristics gcemsed gone:
und yet she wanted to speak with him—
vanted to be with him. What could be
vrong? he asked himself. It was not
antil Mrs. Waldron's step was heard re-
turning that she nerved herself to sud-
Jen, almost desperate effort. She start-
led him with her vehemence:

“Mr. IHayne, there is something T must
tell you before I go. 1f no opportunity
oceur, I'll write it.,”

And those were the words that had
been hauntingz him all the evening, for
they were not again alone, and he had
no chance to ask a question. What could
she mean? For years he had been living
a life of stern self denial: butlong before
his promotion the last penny of the obh
gation that, justly or otherwise, had
been laid upon his shoulders was paid
with interest. He was a man free and
self respecting, strong, resolute, and pos-
of an independence that never
would have been his had his life run on

sessed

in the same easy, trusting, happy-go-
jucky style in which he had spent the
first two years of his army career. DBut
isolation he had allowed himself
no thought of anything that could for a
moment distract him from the stern pur
to which he had devoted every
energy. He wounld win back,

in his

’.)"h"
command,
compel, the respect of his comrades—
would bring to confusion those who had
sought to pull him down: and until that
stood accomplished he would know no
In the exile of the moun
tain station he saw no women but the
of his officers: and lhv_y
merely bowed when they happened to
meet him; some did not even do that.
Now at last he had met and yielded to
the first of two conquerors before whom
and the strongest go
down infallibly—Love and Death.
Suddenly, but irresistibly, the sweet
face and thrilling tones of that young
girl had seized and filled his heart, to
the utter exclusion of every other pas-

other claim.

wives senior

even the bravest

sion: and just in proportion to the empti-
ness and yearning of his life before their
meeting was the intensity of the loveand
It was
3 to try and analyze the suddenness
and subtilty of its approach; the power
of love had overmastered him. Hecould
only realize that it was here and he must
obey. Late into the morning hours he
lay there, his brain whirling with its
varied and bewildering emotions. Win
her he must, or the blackness and deso-
lation of the past five years would be as

longing that possessed him now.,

use e

nothing compared with the misery of
the years to come. Woo her he would,
and not without hope, if ever woman's
eyes gave proof of sympathy and trust
But now at last he realized that the time
had come when for her sake—not for his
—he must adopt a new course, Hitherto
he had scorned and repelled all overtures
that were not prefaced by an expression
of belief in his utter innocence in the
past. Hitherto he had chosen to live the
life of an anchorite, and had abjured the
society of women. Hitherto he had re-
fused the half extended proffers of com-
rades who had sought to continue the in-
vestigation of a chain of circumstances
that, complete, might have proved him a
wronged and defrauded man,

The missing links were not beyond re-
covery in skillful hands; butin the shock
and horror which he felt on realizing
that it was not only possible but certain
that a jury of his comrade officers could
deem him guilty of a low crime, he hid
his face and turned from all. Now the
time had come to reopen the case. He
well knew that a revulsion of feeling had
set in which nothing but his own stub-
bornness held in cheek. He knew that
he had friends and sympathizers among
officers high in rank. [e had only a
few days before heard from Maj. Wal-
dron's lips a strong intimation that it
was his duty to “‘come out of his shell”
and reassert himself. **You must re-
member this, Hayne,” said he, **vou had
been only two yearsin service when tried

conventionally long under such circum-
stancea. Then Mrs. Waldron suddenly |
and remarkably arose:

“T1 leave you to entertain Mr. Hayne
a few moments, Nellie. [ am the slave
of k, and she knows not
Mr. [Tayne's being here to tea with us;
I must tell her and avert disaster.”
And with this b f ment on
her lips and conscience, where it rested |

my coo ing of

1

a0 t

arefacced suat
with equal lightness, that exemplary lady
quitted the room. In the sanctity of the
connubial chamber that evening,
liours later, she thus explained ber ac-
tion to her silent gpouse:

“Right or wrong, I meant that those

two young people should have a chance

to know each other. 1 hiave been con
vineoed for three weeks that she is being
forced into this New York match, and
for tho last week that she is wretchedly
unhappy. You say you believe him a
wironged and injured mun, only you
can’t prove it and you have 1 that
nothi otld be too good for him in this
lifo #s a vaward for all Lis bravesy and
foptitude under fearful trinls & Tien |
Nellie Truvers isn't too good for him

iweet as #he i, and | dou't care who

some |

| tenderness

by court martial. You were an utter
stranger to every member of that court.
There was nothing but the evidence to go
upon, and that was all against you.
court was made up of officers from other
regiments, and was at least impartial.
The gvidence was almost all from your
own, and was presumably well founded.
You would call no witnesses for defense,
Youmade your almost defiant statement;
refused counsel: refused advice; and
what could the court do but convict and
sentence? Had I been a member of the

court I woéuld have voted just as was

done by the court: and yet I believe you'

now an utterly innocent man."

So, apparently, did the colonel regard
him. 8o, too, didl several of the officers
of the cavalry. 8o, too, would most of
the youngsters of his own regiment if he
would only give them half a chance. In
any event, the score was wiped out now:
he could afford to take a wife if a woman
learned to love him, and what wealth of
and devotion was he not
ready to lavish on one who would! But
he would offer no one a tarnished name.

First and foremost he must now stand |

wnand fight that calumny—*‘come out

The |

—

of his ehell,” as Waldron had said, and
give people a chance to see what manner
of man he was. ‘God helping him, he
would, and that without delay.

THE VERY BEGINNING.

Something About the Formation of This
World as It “Whirled in Space.”

In the burning mass that composed
our earth at first, there existed copper,
sulphur and all the other substances
that are on and in our earch now, only
all were in a gaseous state, The cold
had not yet hurdened them intosolids.
They tell us that this collection of
burning material belonged oviginally
to the sun, and was thrown off from 1t
in consequence of a natural law, and
sent “‘whirling in space.” Do you un-
derstand what that word ‘‘space”
means? This globe of oursis wrap-
ped up in a huge cloak, some forty
miles thick, called the atmosphere.
Beyond this thick envelope stretches
far away that unknown region called
“gpace.” What are its boundaries, no
one can tell us. Whether it holds
other worlds than ours we can only

uess. But one thing about it is known
or certain, which is that it is very
cold. Its temperature is about 200
degs. below zero; so we have need of
our thick, warm atmosphere,

What effect did this intense dold
bhave upon the mass of flery gas, sent
spinning out through its (l-‘{mlsi Just
the same effect that the cold mouutain

eaks have upon the vapor of water.

t cooled the gases upon the outside,
hardened them, and in the course of
time formed a thim crust. This was
God’s first day of creation, and some
men think it was equal to thousands
and thousands of our years—maybe
millions—because this forming of the

J

crust must have been slow work.
First, little patches of gas became
solid. Then these floated together and

srhaps succeeded in making one crust

]umm} all over—and a hot, rumpled
crust it was! Then the boiling, seeth-
ing mass inside broke through, and
the work had to be done all over
again.

When the xapor of water was con-
densed, rain began to fall.

Then came another struggle. As
quickly as the rain fell on the hot
crust, 3t was changed into vapor again,
and sent up into the air to repeat its
work. Whata boiling, steaming, hot
ball this world must have been!

During all this time there were ter-
rific peals of thunder and flashes of
lightuing. Whenever any liquid is
changing into B vapor, electricity is
produced ; and when so vast a quan-
tity of water was changing into steam,
the intensity and frequency of the
lichtning must have been immeasura-
bly beyond anything we can imagine.
If only we could have been at a safe
distance above this steaming world and
looked down v on it, what a sight we
should have seen, and what deafening
pealsof thunder we should have heard!

Even though the rain was almost
immediately chauged into vapor, it
must have cooled the earth’s crusta
little, coming directly from the icy
realms of space. And atlast came a
day whea thie cold conguered the heat,
and the crust Lecame cool enough for
the water to stay down, It filled up
all the cracks and erannies, and there
was so much of it that only a httle bit
of the earth’s crust could peep above
its surface. Of our own countinent,
only a narrow strip «of land, extend
inz from what is now Nova Sootia to
where the great lakes were to be, and

1

thence westward te the region now
called Alaska, remaining above the
waters. In the place now occupied

by Europe, there were many little
patches, but no land so extensive as

the strip iu the western hemisphere.

Thick, dark vapors brooded over the
earth and shut out the light of the sun.
And these gloomy vapors, the little
pieces of dry, hot erust and the surg-
ing, boiling waters, were the begiu-
nings out of which God was to make
our beautiful world, with its pure air,
its blue sky and snowy clouds, its dense
woods and fertile fields, its hills and
valleys, its lakes and rivers.

There could have been no life n/
those days—neither plant life nor anit
mal life. In the first place thie crust
was too hot; neither animal nor plant
could live on it, nor in the waters that
touched it. In the second place, ani-
mals and plants cannot live without
sunlight; and no sunlight could
pierce those masses of heavy vapor.—
Teresa C, Crofton in S5t. Nicholas.

"A Tame lA‘,op.utl.ﬁ

Rev. J. G. Wood, the naturalist, in
his new book on animals, says: “An-
other fact almost as astonishing as
this is that wild animals are complete-
Iy fascinated and can be tamed by per-
fumes. There was a Mrs. Lee in
[odia who had a tame leopard that
vlayed in the house with her children.
le was very inquisitive, as all of the
cat tribe are, and loved to stand on
his hind legs and with his fore paws
on the window sjll look out at the
passers by. When the children want-
ed the place for themselves the
would all take hold of his tail and puﬂ
him down by that.

“He was generally very amiable,
but sometimes, his claws being ver
tharp, the children were scrate 6
So Mrs. Lei taught Sal to keep his
claws sheathed by giving him when
he did so a little paper tray on which
lavender water had been dropped.
This would throw him into transports
of delight. He would tear the paper
into bits and roll over with them on
the floor.” Mr, Wood says that with
nothing but a bottle of lavender water
he himself has become the best of
friends with a leopard, a tigress and a
lioness in the menagerie.

#A Curlous Custom.

The curious custom at Queen's col-
lege, Oxford, of presenting a necedle
and thread to each of the guests ata
banquet is a pious memorial of the
founder, Robert Eagleaﬁeld. on whose
name “‘aiguille et fils,” forms a kind of
rebus. The story goes that Henry [V
(whose son, afterwards Ienry V, was
a somewhat riotous member of the in-
stitution), complained to the authori-
ties of the expeuse and wastefulness of
the college, whereupon the youthful
orinee made Lis nextappearanee be-
}n»re his voyal father with needles
havging from the eyelet holes of his
doublet, in order to bear tes'i~ony to
his newly resolved thrift.- <™,
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pleased with it,
ial from Tin after the road
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| CATCHING THR
STEER.,

test w take place, a steer

He,

the

| was run into this smaller p
|

of course dashed furi wusly to

| end, and finding it closed turned to |
[rush back as he came. Here he
met a mounted man with a e¢lub or/|

‘\\l,ip, who fought him back while

| another finished putting up the bars
X
| He lvi f‘wl"ll,

haled about and cl

)
inges back and

with sticks ubs

! l):lL‘k.

l
|
|
|
|

L
and is |

’
|

yellsand whoops until perfectly mad-

mdened, \\iwn the outer bars are sud-
denly thdrawn, and he
finto the -’:"Iri!l‘_; The coutestant

whose turn it is, is stationed close to

and 1safter him like a shot.

| one side,

| The first steer was a big, lean,

correl with horns

olored one, about

and

ross at the points,
The

keen-

f the be

like a deer. cowboy

handsome, I:Hk:m_r

his pony one

|
\

leaps ou t | this time the pony, to our

V
|

|

|
|
|
i

|
|

| dents alter
|

yw ponies in the country—a litllw:
white fellow Ir-":\r'n" tho name of|
| Possum, with his big, bright, black |
‘v-_\ '8, quick as a cat, a "r"gn]nr?
trump.”  They got a fair start with |

i

steer, the throw was made succes-

| fully, and then eame the moment of

suspense, when the pony was strain-

ing every nerve 1o km-p up with the

[ steer, while the rider watched every
}lm’n to catch and throw him by an
SQ'quiw' jerk. This he sncceeded
E in doing, then leaped from the

ltn tie him d
!
{

hold him. Ile had but touched the
ground when the steer made a sul
sive effort,

Bat Possum’s

den, convul and rose to

his feat eye was on
he instantly ran backward and
J'-)'
reachod t!

tied his

Ness Was r‘nmplf'tmlA

him;
jerked him flut this time
s st

\ cowb Yy

Iun an foot, and the busi-

|
the

and whooping, and a big white steer
o

Now recommenced velling

.

the
!

eer, jlnlxlpc'(l"

|

{falling in a prairie dog hole,

1

saddle land

own, leaving Possum (u!k;,,(l of

{

‘1l||iwL’\' as po iblea

striking on the top and bhack of his
seemed
He
to sink
vith

head. The pony and steer

to be all around and over him.
his feet
We
Attendants y;\iiwp-ul out as
nd br »11_41.: him
was found r\:l]y to have
the fall and

by the scufile afterward.

vthed 1d

astonish

strugygled to only

| back again. all groaned

horror.

.when he

been stunned by un

touched

Wee bre (*:\\ie‘r, ar about

ment and no doubt to the steer’s.
succeeded in lu["“““" the latter,
and now in our relief from the re-

cent strain, we laugrhed andappland-

|
HORNED | tears into the pen and is half across tlll |

lllm bars before he ean be beaten |

looked to hear his neck erack.

|then hopped out of his saddle like a

J
|

ed to our heart’s content for the|
game little fellow—as though to
make assurance double sure, and
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beetle bug of a pony just caught up
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stage. |
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with a
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artesian wells will afford

strate tl
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at
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there is
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future will continue

congress
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before any practical benelits can be
from

asked for, it is quite probable that
1o

derived the appropriations
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for.
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One of the

BEST Tel-

escopes in

the world. Our facllities are
unequalvd, and to introduce owr
superior goods we will send¥REE
1o ONE PERSOX in ench looality,
5 asabove. Only those who wilte
$o us ad once san make sure of
* the chance. All you have to do in
retarn i 10 show oar goods %o
& those whn call—your neighbors
and those around you. The he-
gmning of this adverisement
shiows the small end of the tele-
scope. The following cut gives the appenrance of it reduced to

BOUE NEW
8545 Solld FnEE
S Grold Watch ]

Worth S 1 00 . e, vesi 355
swatch in the worid. Perfect
timekoeper. Warranted heavy,
SOLID GOLD hunting cases
Both ladics’ and gent's si
with works and cases of
equal vilue. OXE PERSON im
each locality can secure one
free, ogether with our large
and valwable e of B avne hokd
« Theso samples, as wel
Pas the watch, ure free,  All the work you
need do §s to show what we send you te those who eall—your
friends and neighbors and those aboot you—that niways resulte
o valuuble trade for us, which holds for years when ones started,
and thus we are repaid. We pay all expross, freight, ste. After
you know all, if yeu would ke te o to work for us. you can

about the fiftieth part of its bulk. Iy nd, double size tele.
scope. s larwe a8 18 easy to carry We willnisoshow you haw you

- e & ke 1) W3 te B 1O a day at least, from the start, wishe
PR UES CHEMICALS, @ from SO to HOO per woek and uywards.  Address, et o% poriomee; Metine yOUAS S Sors We Pl exprevs changes
- Stinson & Co., Box 8189, Portland, Malne.  ,diresn, i HALLETT & CO,, Boz 880, PoRILANK, MAKES
 ; -;_FUMER‘{ and T —_— 2 - R A ——
TOILET GOODS.
& s Jarofally’ Compounded.
We pey apecial attention to mafl ceders, and
poumnloe ot vice w all customers.

PRUDENT

Stere-keopers of Ameriea, we appeal $o your inselligens
eye and eomprehensive judgment as careful buyers, to
try us with one sample order for READY- B
CLOTHING. We wouldlike to have you compare our
goods with any you have in your store from other man-
wfacturers. If the reader is not a merchant, please ask
yourdealer for garments bearing this well-known label:

ES  Wearewilling to ship out Clothing on approval, and
DAy return charges on any goods you do not like after

they are recelved. If our goods are mot better made,
botter trimmed, better fitting, and from fifteen to forty
per cent. cheaper than any other firm in America will
sell for, we will retarn your money. We turn our stock
eight times every year, and are satisfled with 5% profit.

s TERMS, WHOLESALE ONLY, no discounts; net eash.

ED. L HUNTLEY & CO., Wholesale Tailors,
129 & 194 Market 81, CHICAGO, ILL.
REFERENCES. — First National Baak of Chi-
eage, capital #3.000,000; Continental National Bank
of Chisago, eapital $2,000,000.
Bend for our Illustrated Price List.

@M,M &

G & o cnrttey

.

WASHER

We will gesrantes the “BOVELY" WASHER to do better work
hland do it easior and in lees time than any other machine
W the workl, Warranted five years, and if it don’t wash the
elothes clean without rubbing, we will refind tuc morey,

1 A in gvery county. We
GEMTS gUANTED can show prect
i toat agents are making fram 875 0 § 156 per mont :

S meke $200 to $500 d er. Ladier have gr

*relbng this Wa . Retail nrice, only $6, Sample tot
dosiring an sgevey $2.  Also the Celebrated EEYSTONR
WRINGRES at manufacturers’ lowest prices, Wa tuvite (19
strictest investigation. Send your address on a poctal card for
further particulars,

LOVELL WASHER CO,, Erie; Pa.

ringthe v

. 8 DEUHIRINT TN

ALL MAKES OF

Pianos and Organs

| SOLD ON EASY PAYMENTS.
1 Choice Holiday Goods

For young and old. Be sare and call before buying elsewhere, Orders by mai) for m.i-(hing promptly

attended to.

School Bupplies und Gymnasium Goods.

Importers and dealers in all

kinds of Musical Merchandise, Btationery and 8panish and English Books

SRIDGE STREET.

v

LAS VEGAS NEW MEXICO,

e

JULIAN %

JOHNSON,

WHOLESALE

Liguor Dealers

ElL PASO, TEXAS.

Special Attention paid to Mail Orders and Prices Cheerfully Furnished, —

HUMANE TRANSEFORTATION.

PUBLIC BEEALTH.

CHICAGO STOCK CAR CO.

ALACE LIVE STO

CK CAR.

A PERFECT CAR FOR FEEDING, RESTING AND WATERING LIVE
STOCK WHILE IN TRANSIT.

SAVES SHRINKAGE.

D. W. RIORDAN, Gen. Manager,

GENERAL OFFICE, PHENIX BUILDING, Chicago? [llinois

J. H. FERG USON, Manager of Lines South and West of Missouri River, Denver, Colorade.

FOR LADIES’

GO OR WRITE T

I3 R e D N BN

SIXTH STREET, EAST LAS VEGAS,

FURNISHING GOODS,

T3 E

| AND MATERIAL FORR FANCY WORK.

| A Full Line of Sporting Goods.

Balls, Bats, Hammocks, Crognet, Fishing Tackle,

Goods.

Ete. Toys, Dolls, Baby Carriages. and Rattan

Queensware, China, Tin and Granite Ware, and all kinds of Household Goods.

L.B. FREUDENTHAL % CO.

WHOLESALE

Groceries and

Ory Goods

HAS ALWAYS ON HAND A FULL LINE OF

CARPETS AND HOUSE FURNISHING GOODS.

=1 Paso, Texzas.

REE

100 Good Reasons
NAY S e

YOU SHOULD TAKE

THE LINCOLN
| INDEPENDENT.

1
Because

It is published at the county seat af the
largest county in the world, and is the
only paper published at said county seat.

2
Because

It is the official paper of the county, and
to keep posted n everything pertaining
to county matters you must tuke it.

3

Because

It is the largest paperin the county, and
publishes more genuine jfresh reading
matter than any other two papers in the
county combined.

4
Because

It may save you many dollars by keeping
you posted on all legal and land adver-
| tisemeuts.

4]

Because

[t is the only paper in which will be
published all the county estray notices
required by law to be publishied in a paper
it the county seat.

o
Because
It is neatly printea and you therefore
are not obliged to puton a pair of shees
to read part of it and guess &t the rcat

: |
Because

| It is a wide-awake, progressive, inde-
pendent couuty newspaper, and will be
| worth many times its price every year
you take it

®
Because

| If you live in Lincola esunty,er ewn

| property in the cpunty, or have any inter-
ests in the county, it 1s necessary for you

to take a good 1ncal paper, published at the
county seat. Especially if that paper is
i live, wide-uwake, interesting sheet, all
or §2 a year.

PLAZA HOTEL

G 1O, 7. MILES, Proprietor,

The only First-Class Hotel in the City,

RATE EASONABLE,

LAS VEGAS, NEW MEXICO

ACORN
POULTRY
YARDS.

PERRY GALL, PROPRIETOR.
8an Maroran, - - - New Mexico.

Breeds Silver Liaced Wyandottes,

They are very attractive in appearance
and the best of egg producers,

They are the favorite of the Fanciers,
he Farmers, the Raochmen and the
\arket-Poultrymen.

Eges $3.00 por setting of 13 egge,

Please mention Tug INDEPENDENT,

.

THE ANGUS VV RANCH.
Postoffice, Fort Stanton, N. M. Range, Balado, Rio Bomito, Little:Creek, Regle Creek, Rio Ruidoso
Crop and under-

left side and t‘hlgh.
Hy A Undesslape each oar.
bit right ear.
tt on right side, Zw 0n the Mt side.

Cattle brandetl YV on lofty
M side and hip, VVV on left
S~ side, or Wl{ﬂi on left ‘b‘om

Horses branded V on left | ::;:mlrk, usderbit in
shoulder or WHE on left hip o

on cither side.

left side.

THE LEA CATTLE CO.
Address, J. C. Lea, Roswell, N, M.

Brand on left side, but sometimes on right side.
Far marks sometimes reversed. _E side, and also
some on side and hir. W side, JB on hip or loin.
L E A. Cross on side or hip. Cattle branded with
varions other ear marks and old brands.
branded sometimes without A on hip.

Horses

WILLIAM

Postoffice, Roswell, N. M.

ROBERT.

HERNANDEZ

Sumner.

Postoffice, Fort Sumner, N. M. Range, east
side of Pecos river, thirty-five miles below

BROTHERS.

THE CARRIZOZO CATTLE
COMPANY (Limited).
Address, J. A. Alcock, White Oaks, N. AL

Mules branded same as horses.

J0B PRINTING

SPANISH AND ENGLISH.

Having just added a large quan-
tity of first-class

NEW MATERIAL

To the already well equipped job
department of Tue INDEPENDENT
effice, we are now prepared to do

All Kinds of Prining

GuLORGE G. GANS.

“Postoffice, Mescalero, N. M. Range, Plu‘“
Valley, nine miles north of Upper Penasco.
Also cattle branded G on beth sides. Horses

branded the same on the laft shoulder.

L W. NEATHERLIN.

Postoffice, Lowew
Penasco. Range, tem
miles south of me.
Penasco

Cattle branded LIN
on left side. Ear mark,
erop and underbit &
bothears. Hogse b
SAmMe s ent,

P oo, Leok.
out, N. M. Range,
head of Blaek yre.

Pestoffic Reven
Rivers, N.ﬁ‘ Ronga,
Y| om the Peoos, neer

A Bv}'{m R.iv;u, a

o loeehouidoe, MWL
i Rddy Brothere, Man.
V agers.

¥

T.C. TILLOTSON.

Postoffice a
range, lnwcp'::-
pr N.'i “%‘u

rangd, )
}ag -itlle and \% -
oft shouldes,
on left mide and
on left mp; sw:
lowfork ench ear.

And will guarantee to do the same
promptly and satisfactorily as te
style and material and at

REASONABLE PRICES.

We solicit a trial from merchants
of the eounty, and will be pleased
furnish estimates om all kinds of
work.

If You Want

The best paper published in Southern
New Mexico, subscribe for

Zne Lineoln Independens.

Mkflan?‘b
»
m saln, N. M.
Azul, o
Horse
on loft
or thigh,

If You Want

A live wide-awake, progressive, indepen.
dent paper, one that will give you all the
County, Territorial snd General News,
take

The Lincoln Independsus,

A




