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“ An evil reform ed is an evil streng- 
tened.” — Appeal.

* * * *
“ The advertising bureau o f the 

M ilw aukee Socialist adm inistration is 
doing m ore w ork  than any other de- 
prom inent.

❖  * * *
“ The present day agitation fo r  re ­

striction o f im m igration  is akin to 
the riots against the in troduction  o f 
m ach inery in the early stage o f ca p i­
talism. ” -r-M arxist in Call.

:<c :|c

“ The recogn ition  o f the class strug­
gle is the very foundation  o f the S oc­
ialist Party. Take that aw ay and you 
have taken aw ay the very reason of 
its existence.” — H. J. Denm an In Call. ̂  ̂ 5i:

Strangely pow erfu l is the effect o f 
environm ent w hen a B latch ford  u p ­
holds w ar; a H yndm an advocates in ­
crease in arm am ent and Pacific coast 
revolutionists stand for ‘exclusion ’ as 
scientific.  ̂ ❖  ifs

The Revisionists in G erm any are 
characterized as “ No m ore Social D e­
m ocrats than the average labor m an 
in E ngland” and the M ilw aukee S oc­
ial D em ocrats continue to praise the 
w ork o f the E abor party in England.

“ W hile a Socialist city governm ent 
in M ilwaukee is quibbling with a de­
linquent corporation  over the term s o f 
additional street car franchises, m ere 
labor unions in San Francisco begin 
the w ork o f m unicipal ow nership.

;Ji ¡is 3(f

It should be easily understood w hy 
the English L abor Party is so far re ­
m oved from  w orking class principles 
and tactics. It is a m ach ine o f  co m ­
mittees, politicians and leaders, with 
the selection  o f candidates resting 
entirely in com m ittees.Hs * * *

Speaking o f the Australian L abor 
Party, now in con trol o f the govern ­
ment, but tem porizing with petty re ­
form  measures. the International 
R eview  says: ‘ The trouble seem s to
be: too  m uch  lea d ersh ip ... There
are at the head o f the party a lot o f 
politicians as clever as -any in the 
w orld. The L abor Party can hardly 
expect anything w orth  w hile for  the 
w orking class before  they have been 
sent to the rear.”

Thus it is in large degree with the 
A m erican  Socialist Rarty.

“ Pursuing its p o licy  o f  fairness, the 
Socialist adm inistration  suggested a 
board o f arbitration  to settle the d if­
ficulties betw een the city and John 
I. Eeggs, the Cream  City (M ilw aukee) 
street car m agnate, w ho seeks a new  
Iranchise on a num ber o f streets” 
D aily Socialist. H ow  does that look  
to you, uncom prom ising, class strug­
gle Socialist? * * * *

“ The poverty here is terrible, m uch 
w orse than in A m erica  * * * There 
is no possible chance fo r  the w orkers 
in E ngland to rise.”  So writes 
Luella Tw ining to the A ppeal. Y et 
England, perhaps has advanced fa r th ­
er than any other nation in the line o f 
petty reform s advocated by the Socia l­
ist Party. W h y  waste effort on re ­
form s, when less effort and expense 
will bring revolu tion?* * * *

“ No labor or any other organ iza­
tion be its princinles ever so great 
and noble, be its ideals ever so lofty, 
be its history ever so splendid, but is 
exactly what its m em bersh ip  m akes 
it.”

“ H ow  foolish  it is to im agine that 
any organization  can fare w ell and 
thrive w here the rot o f graft, po liti­
cal or otherwise, and laxity o f  pr in ci­
ples enters into the spirit o f its m em ­
bers.” — Miners M agazine.sic * ♦ *

C om rade Vogt, in the Call, very 
justly  calls down E rnest Unterm an, 
w ho picks up the earnest and soulfu l 
w ords o f Debs, written only fo r  gen ­
eral application , and tries to give 
them  a personal application  to h im self 
fo r  the sake o f getting up a fight and 
draw ing attention to h im self. This 
pam pered pet o f pushed party popu- 
iai'ity and prom inence and pull on 
party purse has been spoiled by so 
m uch prom inence until his pride 
causes him  to drag his coat around 
and dare som e one to tread on the 
tail o f it. In a m addened frenzy 
in the party Congress he rode rough  
shod over rules, order, chairm an and 
Congress in handing out insults to 
T om m y M organ.

H ave you read the last N ational 
Party B ulletin? D are say you  have 
not seen one fo r  m onths. Ask your 
local secretary fo r  it. He should have 
one to hand to each  m em ber. I f  he 
has none, or not enough to go round, 
see that he writes the N ational Secre­
tary fo r  them.
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“ A lderm an F orem an has com e out 
w ith a plan to tunnel under the Illin ­
ois Central tracks and in this w ay 
m ake the lake fron t available to the 
“ cliff dw ellers” o f  the Ghetto and 
other west side slum districts fo r  
bathing-. It is am using how  m any 
schem es are proposed to relieve the 
poor— anyth ing in fact bu t get oif 
their back s.” — D aily Socialist.

And M ilw aukee is interesting itself 
in parks, pavem ents, houses to rent, 
wages, franch ises and lifting jacks.

* * * *

V ictor B erger says “ the franch ise 
o f  the M ilw aukee E lectric R ailw ay & 
L ight C om pany rests on a very flimsy 
basis indeed. It is clearly  im coii- 
stitutional.”  And yet the com pany is 
thousands o f  dollars short o f com p ly ­
ing w ith the term s o f the franchise. 
B erger com pares the com pany to a 
“ b loodsucker telescoped in by another 
b loodsucker, w hich  in turn, is again 
covered by another b loodsu cker and 
again by another b loodsucker, and all 
o f these b loodsuckers sucking at the 
sam e tim e— and then flgure out w hat 
idiots the citizens o f M ilw aukee m ust 
be in order to stand fo r  it in the nam e 
o f “ law and ord er.”  ”

Y et the w ork ing class o f M ilwaukee 
w ho have, a ccord ing  to B ergers ’ flg- 
ures paid fo r  the properties in fares 
over and over again every two years, 
after producing them, instead o f tak­
ing possession o f  their own properties 
in their own interest, are now quibbl­
ing w ith the con tract breaking “ b lo o d ­
suckers”  over the term s on w hich  
additional m aterial, w ith less “ flim sy” 
title, shall be furnished them  on w hich  
to suck.

 ̂ *
A nother illustration o f the super­

fluity o f national executive bodies and 
the id iocy  o f  their attem pts to do 
som ething to ju stify  their existence is 
the election  o f Geo. H. Goebel, and 
Lena Morrow’ Lewis to prepare plans 
fo r  propaganda am ong southern neg­
roes.

These tw o com rades have touched 
the high places in trips through  the 
south, and are now wiser than the 
brains o f  the m ovem ent in the south 
on the negro question, and m ust now 
tell us w^hat to do and how  to do it. 
They have seen enough to locate the 
econ om ic basis o f  the question, w hich  
they could have just as w ell deter­
m ined through their know ledge o f  
econom ics w ithout com ing here, but 
they have no grasp o f the depth o f 
the racial prejud ice  so sk illfu lly  and 
com pletely  im planted in the breasts 
o f the D^pical southener as to be a 
conviction  fo r  wfliich he w ould sacri- 
flce not only all econ om ic interests but 
life itself in support.

“ M ought as well talk o f the rights 
o f  his m ule or his cow^ suh, as the 
rights o f the niggah, suh, to a South­
ern D em ocrat.

“ The dangerous period in the Soc­
ialist m ovem ent is at that tim e w hen 
we m ay be able to elect our can d i­
dates w’ ithout an efficient organ iza­
tion behind them  with w’h ich to con ­
trol the situation. It is not so m uch  
the legislators as it is the powder that 
con trols legislation that counts. O f 
course, the friend ly  legislator goes 
a long w^ay in securing proper legis­
lation, but, a fter all, it’s the pow er 
behind the legislators, the m ach in e 
w’ ith w hich  to secure dem ands, that 
counts.

If  I belonged to the capitalist class 
and desired to continue the capita l­
ist system, I should lend all m y efforts  
tow ard electing the m ajority  o f  the 
Socialist candidates to legislative posi­
tions before they had an efficient o r ­
ganization. * * * I know  o f  no 
cheaper or surere m ethod o f con sign ­
ing to oblivion  the Socialist Party 
m ovem ent.” — W m . Sheffler, in C. D. S.

Hi ❖  * *
TH E  M IL ITA N T has no personal 

grudge to be satisfied against any in ­
dividual w hatever and any personal 
reference in i,ts colum ns are there fo r  
no purpose but to call attention to the 
effects o f  our obsolete form  o f N at­
ional organization  and point the w ay 
out. To do this effectually som e p er­
sonal references are positively neces­
sary.

♦ * Hi *
“ N o Socialist w ill vote  fo r  eitlier 

old  party candidates. * * * The 
Socialist Party voters w ill vote a 
straight ticket in every instance, *
* * and not vote for  either o f the 
old party candidates. W e are not 
interested in their fight. As Socia l­
ists it m akes no difference to us 
wdiich o f them  is elected and no S oc­
ialist w ill cast a vote nor raise a hand 
to benefit one against the other.

All o f the candidates and speakers
* * * should m ake it an especial 
point to see that bur position is m ade 
clear in this m atter and that no Soc­
ialist votes or influence is given in 
any m anner w hatsoever to either o f 
the old party candidates. Let the 
Socialists vote a straight ticket * * * 
and let the D em ocrats and R ep u b li­
cans fight it out am ong them selves, 
fo r  their candidates w ithout in ter­
ference o f any kind from  the S ocia l­
ist P arty .” — Okla. in tri-state.

And yet the W isconsin  delegation  in 
National Congress voted solid to p er­
m it Socialists in som e instances to 
vote fo r  old party candidates.

H: Hi * Hi
There is no w ork  or m atter o f busi­

ness that is o f so m uch  consequence 
to you as your party w ork. I f  you 
do not believe this you have never 
learned the value of Industial D em o­
cracy  as an investm ent for you r 
m oney. ,
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AN N OU N CEM EN T.
W hen a w riter presents a new book  

or a bran ’ new editor or journalist 
presents a new periodical, it is cu sto­
m ary for  such w riter or editor, by 
m eans o f  an elaborate “ P re fa ce ” or 
“ In trod uctory” , to apologize for  thus 
inflicting h im self upon the reader.

TH E  M IL ITA N T has no apology  to 
offer for  its appearance in Socialist lit 
erature, but calls upon those, con d i­
tions and persons that have created 
the necessity fo r  its appearance to 
apologize.

Our party, in its eagerness to gain 
political con trol o f  nation, state and 
city w ithout delay, has m ade ‘im m ed­
iate conquest’ o f governm ent its m ost 
im portant w ork, using alm ost all its 
energy to that end.

Incapacity  o f the party or its m em ­
bers to adm inister political con trol is 
forgotten  in the m ad rush fo r  im m e­
diate suprem acy.

Industrial D em ocracy  contem plates 
that each individual in society shall 
w ork in the branch o f industry for 
w hich  he is specially  pi^epared and 
that he and his fellow s in that parti­
cu lar branch, through their know ledge 
o f such branch o f industry and o f the 
fitness o f  their com rades in such 
branch, shall elect the m ost capable 
com rades fo r  supervision o f the w ork.

Likewise, by their observation  o f the 
capacities o f com rades as accountants 
and supervisors o f distribution in large 
districts and in the nation, they are 
to elect such adm inistrators.

L ocal econ om ic autonom y is thus 
proposed. P olitica l organization  am) 
autonom y m ust con form  thereto.

M ilitancy in econ om ic organization  
will be derived from  experience in in ­
dustry.

M ilitancy in political organization 
m ust obtain before  the capture o f g ov ­
ernm ent in order to intelligently adapt 
the political conquest to the needs of 
econ om ic organization  under the in ­
com ing  dem ocracy.

Any considerable m easure o f success 
in gaining political con trol by a party 
and m em bership lacking in m ilitancy 
will be alm ost fatal to the party.

Increasing our m em bership and voté 
is im portant and necessary, but its im ­
portance and necessity sink into insig­
n ificance in com parison  with the n ec­
essity and im portance o f m aking m ili­
tant m em bers o f them  as fast as they 
com e to us.

Our party pretends to teach popular 
governm ent. It fails to practice it.

• L ack  o f m ilitancy is the cause. The 
principle o f popular governm ent is 
correct but the m any raw recruits in 
the party, having but little know ledge

o f our princip les and how  to apply 
them, create in the m inds o f  a select 
few, w ho have long been in con trol o f 
the party, a distrust against the rank 
and file, and a feeling  that if the party 
affairs, its princip les and declarations 
were left to the initiative and control 
o f  the m em bership we w ould  depart 
from  our basic princip les and disinte­
grate.

Thus we place ourselves in the rid i­
culous position o f v iolating  a princip le 
in the effort to protcet the princip le 
violated.

R esulting from  our departure from  
the princip les o f dem ocracy  and local 
self-governm ent, w’'e have our party 
bosses, as now  broadly  acknow ledged, 
with their political m achines, their
policies, their m anipulations, their
ow nership and control o f  the press, 
their censorship and suppression o f 
opposition , their caucuses, their per­
m anent com m ittes that hold  private 
m eetings, executive (secret) sessions, 
their conclaves, congresses, con ven ­
tions, etc., etc., ad. lib.

The party ’s expression, w hether 
through delegates or through  re feren ­
dum, and the party ’s efficiency, 
through  its executives, can not rise 
above the level o f that o f  the m em ber­
ship, and is likely to be far below  
its m axim um .

The m ission o f TH E  M ILITAN T, 
as its nam e suggests, is to m aka 
m ilitants o f party m em bers and thus 
prepare, the party for  the fulfilm ent 
o f its mission.

It is a scientific axiom  that noth ing 
exists or transpires w ithout a cause, 
and that a rem oval o f the cause w ill 
rem ove the effect.

U pon this basis TH E  M IL ITA N T 
will analyze and discuss m uch  that has 
been done and m uch that has not been 
done; m uch that has transpired and 
m uch that has not transpired in party 
circles, to the end that a m ilitant par­
ty m ay be com petent to accom plish  
the transition into Industrial D em o­
cracy. This w ill be undertaken in the 
sim plest every -day language possible 
to draw from  our vocabulary, so as 
to m ake it possible o f com prehension  
by a real proletariat.

.̂f you believe that the Socialist p ar­
ty is fo llow in g  correct lines in every 
particu lar and is the best that can be 

: m ade o f it you will have no use for 
TH E M ILITAN T. I f  you are con vinc- 

I ed that it needs great im provem ent 
you w ill w ant this paper and w ill do 

j all you can to increase its subscrip- 
I tion list.
j  The price o f subs, leaves no possibil­

ity o f graft. Let us hear from  you.
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CORRESPONDENCE

A trick of journalism is to invite 
discussion of vital questions, and pub­
lish letters that are opposed to the 
position of the editor, thereby m ak­
ing it appear that the editor is giving 
the correspondent an audience equal 
to his own— then the editor immedi­
ately follows in the same issue with 
his ‘say’ on the subject, contradict­
ing the correspondent, who has no 
chance to get back at him until a later 
issue, with the prospect of the same 
treatment being repeated.

The advantage of the editor over 
the correspondent is great enough at 
best. Correspondence in his column 
will not be answered by the editor 
until a later issue, thus giving it a 
chance to ‘SOAK IN ’ the mind of the 
reader before being contradicted.

“ I have been very m uch interested 
in your little paper TH E  M ILITANT, 
and enclose 25 cents fo r  six m onths’ 
subscription .” — W m . E nglish W a ll­
ing, Stam ford, Conn. 9-6-10.

“ Please send m e TH E  M IL ITA N T 
for  one year. R eceived  the sam ple 
copy. I f  I understand the paper a- 
right it is just w hat the Socialist Party 
needs. W e m ust be called down 
occasionally  or we will get to going  a 
little ahead o f ourselves.” — W . T. A l- 
linger. H ale Center, Tex., Aug. 14-10.

“ I received TH E M IL ITA N T and 
like it fine and think its w ork  is for 
the good  o f  he cause and I w ill try 
to speed its circu lation  for  I see that 
we m ust have som e w ay to keep the 
m em bers posted in the party work. 
Now there has just been a state re ­
ferendum  “ C” gone forw ard  over the 
state , o f  w hich  you are aware, to 
abolish the organization  o f Sen. Dist^ 
although those ballots were not hand­
ed out to all locals though those locals 
are in good  standing. But they have 
no chance to vote as som e o f  them  
do not so m uch  as know  that there 
is such a m otion  in existence. Is 
this true Socialism  ? It looks to me 
like old partyism  Vvuth old desire to 
graft. Y ours for  the true em anci­
pation .” W . H. K now lton , Sec. 28th 
Sen. Dist. S. P. Buffalo Gap, Aug. 21.

“ I understand you are publishing a 
paper. I don ’t know  the price o f 
it, and so I enclose a quarter to pay 
as long as that am ount w ill cover, 
beginning with the first issue. I try 
to take them  all. I understand the 
new paper jum ps on the N. E. C.— As 
one o f  them  I say frank ly  that I don ’t 
like being jum ped on, particu larly  
when I am doing m y best— but I have 
learned in the past from  criticism , 
and hope to in the future. It does 
seem to m e som etim es however, that 
it w ould be better if the com rades in ­
stead o f  ju m p ing  on the officers o f the 
party, m ight m ake suggestions as to 
w hat they think the officers should do

w here the law is doubtful, or new 
situations arise.

I m ight say that I agree largely w ith 
you r letter in the Call in re con centra ­
tion, altho not quite sure your sub­
stitute suggestions cou ld  at present 
be carried out with present resources. 
It w ould take a pile o f  m oney, and 
m any w orkers to m ake one real can ­
vass o f  any good  sized town. And to 
get results it w ould have to be rep eat­
ed m any tim es a year.

Som e time, w hen you have time, I 
wish you w ould give m e your im pres­
sion o f  the E ncam pm ents as a m ethod 
o f propaganda, and som e particu lars 
as to how  they are m anaged in Texas. 
It seems alm ost im possible to get an 
idea either as to the num ber o f  them , 
or as to the w ay they are conducted 
and financed. Fraternally, Geo. H. 
LiOebel, Newark, N. J., Aug, 8-10.

Is there a referendum  b efore  y ou ?  
Have ^ou voted on it? I f  not, why 
not? Did you attend the m eeting at 
w hich the referendum  w as brought 
up. W as there no m eeting in tim e? I f  
not, w ho is to b lam e? Find out the 
reason why and m ake every move 
you ca.n to correct it. I f  any difficul­
ty in the way o f holding or attending 
m eetings seem s insurm ountable tell 
the M IL ITA N T w hat it is and w e 
will offer suggestions.

5: H! *

The Texas Program for Social Demo­
cratic Conduct in Party Affairs 

Six Planks.

1—  States and counties shall have 
absolute autonom y or local s e lf-g o v ­
ernm ent in their respective internal 
rffairs.

2—  R e-apportion m en t o f dues, re ­
taining the bulk o f same in the states, 
apportion ing sam e am ong counties fo r  
local w ork .

2— The N ational and National E x- 
exutive com m ittees to adjourn  be­
tween cam paigns.

4—  National and state candidates fo r  
political offices to be elected to. nom in ­
ation by rank and file, using the m ost 
advanced m ethods o f balloting.

5—  All salaried party officers to 
resign a fter two consecutive terms.

6—  No m em ber receiv ing financial 
support from  any Socialist periodica l 
or publication  shall be eligible fo r  
election  to party com m ittees or other 
party offices.


