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A house being moved

. ————

RO

made for an
unusual traffic hazard for this pick-up
here Friday. The house was towed down
Old Highway 80 and turned North on
Lamar to give the folks at City Hall a
close look
Staff photo

Badger boys down 2 4A schools to
open sea basketball season

The Merkel Badgers bovs bas-
ketha team 1s off to a 2-0 start
with a couple of wins over 4A
schools and the girls are 1-1 as

they

defeated Roscoe and fell to
Sweetwater

Last Tuesday. the giris hosted
Roscoe. who made 1t tg the final
four in Class A last year. The
jirls, led by Carolyn Lally's 19
[ and Teresa Lucas' nine
fowned Roscoe 4543 The Lady
Badgers shot 42 percent from the
field while Roscoe shot 58 percent

On Friday, the qirls traveled to
Sweetwater and were downed
4526 Lucas and Lally each had
f points while Amber Whisen-
hunt led the way with 11. Merkel
shot 38 percent while Sweetwater
hit 66 percent of thier shots

Girls coach Jan Whisenhunt told
The Mail Monday The big
jitterence n the two games was

our post play. In the Roscoe game
we moved well to get open
blocked out on defense and had
the rebounds. In the Sweetwater
game, we didn't."”" She also said
the outside shooting from Sweet-
water. especially in the 2nd and
3rd quarters, was outstanding

She added "'If we play like we
did against Roscoe, we will do fire
this year

The qirls start district play next
Tuesday as they host the defend
ing district champion Wylie girls
here at s p.m

Coach Johnny Hampton's boys
are 2-0 with two wins over 4A
school last week The boys started

the season beating Stephenville
55-50 behind an impressive 35
point performance from Lynn
Hays while Monty Griffin added
16

The boys then traveled to San
Angelo Friday and beat Lakeview

Cotton, parade, thanks,

38-36 as Wade Toombs and Griffin
ed with 7 while Ted Seymore and
Brit Pursley each contributed six
points

Hampton told The Mail Monday
| was pleased with the Stephen-
ville game because we played
hard and it's good to beat a 4A
school. The Lakeview game was
close all the way and that helped
the gquys to learn to deal! with
pressure. | am glad we won the
Lakeview game but we didn’t play
well at all

The boys played Breckenridge
Tuesday night (details were not
available at press time) and will
host Sweetwater here Dec. 1st at
6:30 pm

Both the varsity and junior
varsity teams will be in action
next Tue‘Sday here. The JV games
will be played in the Middle School

gym

big game, corrections ... more

by Cloy A. Richards

Besides a house that was moved
through portion of town and a
couple of grass fires, along with

“annual tradition Thanksgiving ac-

tivities, the biggest news around
town i1s the local cotton harvest.

And it's a ''good-un’’

Both local gins had already
ginned over 2,000 bales Monday
afternoon and both are working
around the clock

It's going to be a good season for
local and area cotton farmers and
you don’'t have to be an expert to
see why

We all see from recent fashion
changes that denim and cotton
products are as popular as they
ever were Government programs
have reduced the surplus for
harvests past and, although pro-
duction is up, the CRP land
reserve program will also reduce
some acreage for the next ten
years.

|'m not saying the cotton farmer
has it made by any means. But
even the most pessimistic cotton
farmer will say the '87 season was
the best for a few years here,
quality, quantity and price.

The Chamber of Commerce's
annual Christmas parade will be
held Dec. 12th

There will be cash prizes
awarded for floats, marchers,
bicycles, horses and Santa will be
on hand to toss goodies. |

Details will be announced later

The Merkel School board re-

ceived their annual audit report
last week and there was a fact
reported that | found amazing

We all know what local property
values have done in the past Six
years and we all know what
happened to our tak bites. But,
thank goodness for state school
funding

The state payed 65 percent of
MISD’s budget last year, while the
local taxpayer payed around 35
percent. The remaining income
came from the federal govern-
ment and fees from school related
activities

| get a little confused each year
on the fourth Thursday of No-
vember, but if you grew up in
College Station or Austin, chances
are you would to

This year, | have a lot to be
personally thankful for My family
is healthy and together, the
community, although depressed
by a statewide economic depres-
sion is holding its own and there is
good prospects for the future

| think Thanksgiving i1s a great
idea and a great tradition. WE
need to all take time at least once
a year and reflect on the things we
have to give thanks for. It's a

healthy thing to do, helps keep
things in a good, balanced pros-
pective

Consider the things that you are
happy with this week, and let
someone you love know about
them

discuss my
with Thanks-

Now's where |
annual ‘confhict’

giving. They always play a
football game in Austin or College
Station each year and it's played
on ‘turkey' day. | have seen,
either in person or through tv. just
about every A&M- t.u. game since
| was old enough to watch. Some
were experiences | will never
forget, for different reasons.

We won't be in College Station
this year, but my heart will be
there. After the turkey digests, at
around seven, if you hear loud
noises coming from Yucca Street,

it will probably be either my
family or the Starbuck's from
down the street. It's another

tradition | am thankful for

| made a couple of mistakes in
the story about the all-district
team that | need to correct

First of all, Tony Roberts was
not mention honorably as a
running back, Ramon Moreno
was. Roberts was mentioned
honorably as a senior

And as local sports sports
expert Connie Mack Seymore
pointed out to me, Badger quar-
terback Kenneth Jowers did not
just miss two and a half district
games this year, he missed three
and a half

The VFW is again sponsoring a
‘Toys For Tots' program. Toys
and canned goods are being
accepted and will be given to local
needy families Jf you have
donations, you may drop them by
he Tittle's residence at 904
Orange or you can call 928-5555 for
more information

The Merkel I1SD board of
trustees met Thursday night and
approved the annual audit report
of the Condley and Company of
the school's books for the 1986-87
sc! year Board members also
arl nted texthook commitee
menpers at that mr eeting

JOrry Crisp of Condley and
Company made the audit report
presentation to the board. The

b 1et spent for the 1(% 87 school
year was $4 656 388

teresting aspects from the
audit report! include delingqune!
sh taxes which jumped from
arcund $3.500 a year prior to 1980
i 1St year's total of $163.374
MISD owed a total of $740.982 in
pas' due taxes
In a breakdown of income
MISD taxpayers funded 35
percent of the school budget in
198t The state government

fu 1 604 percent of the buuget
w! the federal government
fur percent of the budget

MISD also has a cash reserve of
at } and a half months of
Ope€ 'ing expenses

| ther action the board
voted for Stanley Whisenhunt for a
position on the Central Tax
Appraisal Board

Named to the textbook commit-
tee sere (Tye Elementary) Kathy
Barxs, Jerrie Cargile, Gloria

Hoover, Margaret Sims, Shirley
Williams, (Merkel Elementary)
Lillie Braune, Kaye Lynn Dear-

ing, Suzanne Goza, Carolyn Kelso
Jane Wade Jeanie West, (Merkel
Middle Schoo!) Donna Bryan
Donna Dunn, Karen Riley, Chuck
Roach, Sandra Townsend; and

Merkel High School) Gayle Bak-
er Jocille Brady, Robbie Hicks
Beth Laurence, Kellie Melson and
Luke Taylor)

MISD maintenance director
Hayden Reeves reported the
must still face further
regulations regarding asbestos
removal from MISD Last year
ining from a furnace in
ye and a roof at the Tye School
Gym were removed but now a
licensed consultant must inspect
those facilities, as well as all other
MISD buildings, to check for
asbestos in building materials

Reeves also reported to the
board his crew had completed
repairs to the Scout Hut and
showed a letter received from

cal Scouts thanking the district
for the work

MISD curriculum director Da-

d Laman reported he has
performed about 65 teacher eval-
Jations and liked what he has seen
n the classrooms so far

Merkel High School principal
Robert Damron reported that
drug sniffing dogs came through

schoo

asbes'os

*r

- Board receives audit report

recently and no contraband (out-
side of shotgun shells) was found
In stuydent lockers or cars. He also
reported the high school had hired
Janie Lanford as a counselor's aid
in the high school. He also
reported the in school suspension
for students who have violated
discipline rules s working well

Merkel Miadlie School principal
Gaylon Brnovak reported he was
trying to get the Middie Schoo! in
a UlL district to compete in
Literary. Science and number
sense compeititons this spring

Tye Elementary principal Har-
ry Taylor said his school's
Christmas party will be held Dec
7th

MISD superintendent James
Logan said that all MISD teachers
eligible for the career ladder
woul!d be chosen and the commit-
tee for that selection group 1's
made up of himself and the
campus principals. He also re-
ported MISD had an average daily
attendance of 1,427 students dur-
ng the October attendance check-
ing per.od, amiost the same as
last year's

Following an executive session,
board members approved addit-
ional substitute teachers including
Mary Smith, Linda Williams,
Debbie Locke, Rhonda Campbel!
and David Isaacs

Trent has
10 players
mentioned for

All-District

football honors

The zone champion Trent Gor-

Lynn Hays [21] puts up to of his 35
points here last week against Ste-
phenville. Waiting for a possible rebound

is Ted Seymore

Newberry [25]. The

far on the season.
Staft photo

(33]

and Shayne
Badgers are 2-0 so

School's out early Wednesday

MISD students will be dismissed
from sch early Wednesday for
the Th(‘v\h \G|V|n_Q Ho'ldays

A Tye Elementary, town stu-
fan's will be released at 12:45 and
the busses will also run at 12: 45.

A' Merkel Elementary, students
n Kindergarten and 1st grade will

-

be released at 12:45 2nd and 3rd
grade students at 12:50 and 4th
and 5'h grade students at 12:55
Busses will run at 1:05

Middie school and high school
students will be released at 12:55
and busses will run at 1:10 for
middie school students and 1:15
for high school studen‘s

illas cleaned up this year on the
all-district team for District 4
East Every starter and one part
time player made at least hon-
orable mention all-district with
Brian Massey picked to play in the
6-ManAll Star game next summer
in Stephenville The all-district
Rillas are as follows:

1st Team Offense: quarterback
Dock Carriker, running back
Lewis Knapp. center Scott O'Kelly
and kicker O'Kelly

1st team defensive lineman
Brian Massey and linebacker
Lewis Knapp
2nd team offense
Massey

2nd team defense: lineman
Chris Jones, linebacker Mike
Payne and punter Brian Massey

Honorable mention offense run-
ning back Mike Payne, running
back Noe Falcon, end Lee Hunt
and center Jason Massey.

Honorable mention defense:
linebacker Jason Massey and
safety Keith Oden

Both O'Kelly and Lewis Knapp
were 1st team all district at two
positions, O'Kelly at center and
kicker and Knapp at running back
and linebacker while All-Star
Brian Massey made the team at
three positions, 2nd team offen-
sive end., 1st team defensive
lineman and 2nd team punter.

Even though the ‘Rillas lose
O'Kelly and Brian Massey, and
they will miss them dearly, it's
clear to everyone why the ‘Rillas
will be rated high on next year's
football list. With 10 all-district
starters returning plus all-district
super sub Noe Falcon, Coach
Doug Gore's outfit should do well
in next year's Six-Man battles.

8y W. E. Dulaney

end Br.an




AARP happy with

Senate medicaid bill Stamper-Phillips plans told

Mr & Mrs Donald L. Stamper eimnipioyed at Timg Abilene
ed the engagement The prospective bridegr sa
jaughter, Renee Denise, graduate of Whitehouse High
ry Philhis. sonof Mr & Mrs School in Whitehouse He serves in
Aldredge the United States !
bride-elect is a graduate of A December 5th 1987 wedding is
Merkel High School. She is planned at the First United

Methodist Church here

Sr. Citizens share Thanksgiving meal

N vy

't
1ssage of the The Merkel Senior Citizens of were Ruth Cox. Mary Click and
; stra Edwards Street enjoyed a Rosemary Barnhar!
) ) inksqiving Dinner last T'\U'S‘ Several tables Of lames were
) 4 ind also paid tribute to W. A set uf aind all enjoyed the fun
. "N hic Q1et birthday A h(lQQ’ food and te whnsi{ A ( irry ou!t
vellow birthday cake dinner was delivered to Mrs. Rex
S served to 54 people in Martin who was unable to attend
fance The qr YU wanted to0 thank
honored on their birthdays Danny Woodall at Merkel Drug
X 0“‘, c,(,\.v],!u“ ice for the event
5 John'’s football picks
wing are John S' T (Coach Joe Patern rushed for
foothall picks E\t the week 214 yards on 35 carries 9'\L1(8UQhY
Auburn 21, Alabama 20 (The a pass for B yards in his team s
Tide meets the Tigers of win over Notre Dame 21-20
J (Thomas is a good runner)
as 24 Texas A & M 21 (The Don McPherson of Syracuse
. 3 nnual showdown between the (Coach Dick McPherson) had 10
S Aggies and the ‘Horns: winner carries for -3yards and completed
takes a ) 15 of 28 passes for a total of 246
Florida State 28 Florida 25 yards in his team s win over
h Bobby Bowden's Semi- West Virginia 32-31. (Don s a
AR i JO up against premier quarterback who has done a good
LA an running back Emmitt job leading the Orangemen
ind the Gators of coach through an undefeated reqular
3 ~Na season)
Al ! Mian ) Notre Dame 27 (Tim Gaston Green of UCLA (Coach
~1t- ‘ i Brow et his yardage and Terry Donahus rushed for 138
Renee Stamper and Terry Phillips ot ot . ol e BBt sty g By B .
' A% QO K ' ¥ ’ e ) e
. . ¢ 13-17 cc 3 POr g ne of
Thanksgiving poems TP RS LA R .oy gy
Compere group meets oo cnks & i Sre . 5 oo e 7o
15t week D wins, 4 losses and Heisman)
For the season: 32 wins 23 Truman Thomas of Oklahoma
: ‘ ties State ych Pat Jones) Rushed
v 1
g wish everyone a safe for a tota t 293 yard n 30
A ‘¢ . » "y Than ~ 1 rrine P “ht ¢ - fr E
. Thank iving is Comina . R ot whran VY anksgiving arries ana 1ug 1 Pa or
sQ ng LoOmMing Soor The Run for the 1987 Heisman vards in his tean 48-27 win over
Thanksgiving Trohy [Second in a Series) lowa State Thurman 1s explos-
! : rica’s Blair Thomas of Penn State ive)
1 47 A
raw 1 net 7§ vt ’
$5 Club mem b «  Merkelite has new grandson
ng 1S at An y
yar Cor 4 ) Felec Mcintyre . 3 n srancdmaothar ¢ 2y
v ser v € Tzam; wdi de Bradiey Jerod Berry was born M:v; al grand ‘~ Gerrie
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i G b Berry at Rhein-Main Air Force 9'3ndfather is Jetf Dunlap of
Amie Price t ' : Base German Lamesa Paternal grandparents
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Firemen are

T
I N Merkel

Volunteer Fire

Department has been fairly busy
luring the month on November

On Nov 11 firemen answered a

allat 10 05a m for a butane leak
napck-up Nowater was used in
the incident

Alsq n Noy 11*th, fireman
inswered a call of a combine on
fir

eat e Red Dickerson farm_ A
ittle minor damage was reported
n " [,.1‘.',.

Als n Nov 11th, firemen were
alled to a grass fire at the
Shannonside Apartments. No wa-
ter was used in that fire

On Nov 13th firemen put out a
fire across from the Farmers
Co-Op Gin as cotton burrs were
burning Firemen used 250 gallons
of water in that fire
On Nov. 14th, firemen fought a

t fire on Dink Whis-
enhunt's farm and used 1,755
jalions of water They also fought
acotton burr truck fire and a burr
fire 1n a burr hopper at the gin.
Also on Nov 14th, firement fough
a grass fire south of the Compere

n burr

busy

L t powoa wawu AW gallons in
that blaze

On Nov 15th. firemen mugm a
qgrass fire on the Edwin Read
place and used 7500 gallons of
wa'er

On Nov 17th, firemen fought a
fire in a double wide trailer home
on FM 1235 North on the Charles
Bells place The mobil home was a
total loss and firemen used 5.800
gallons of water

On Nov 17th, firemen exten-
quished a grass fire near the Rest
inn and used 200 gallons of water

On Nov 18th, firemen fought a
house fire at # 6 Carson Circle
The kitchen was a total loss and
the rest of the house has smoke
damage. rFiremen used 150 gallons
of water in that fire

The Merkel Fire Department
wanted to thank the Trent Volun-
teer Fire Department for helping
them with a grass fire Nov. 15th
on the Edwin Read place

Also, firemen fought a grass fire
at S 5th and West Street and used
50 gallons of water in that fire

Whisenhunt’s services held

Alice Odessa Whisenhunt, 77 of
View. died at her home Nov. 17th

Funeral Services were held
Nov. 19th at the Starbuck Chapel
with the Rev. Jimmy Wall of-
ficiating. Burial followed at Rose
Hill Cemetery here under the
direction of the Starbuck Funeral
Home

Born July 25, 1910 in Taylor
County, she was the daughter of
Charles Isom and Mary C
(Montgomery) Isom. She had
married H A Bill" Whisenhunt
March 12. 1932 in View He

Farmers may be eligible for IRS refund on PIK payments

The new rule says is if a
farmer uses the PIK and Roll
procedure, he does not necessarily
have to treat it as a taxable
event says MHayenga, an agri-
cultural economist with the Texas
Agricultural Extension Service,
the Texas A & M University
System

It a farmer pays his loan to the
Commodity Credit Corporation

preceeded her in death June 27,
1983 She was a dressmaker and a
seamstress

She 1s survived by two sons;
Stanley Whisenhunt of View and
Bobby Whisenhunt of Austin; two
sisters, Mary Wright of Fort
Wor th and Imogene Smith of Lake
Abilene, and two grandchildren

She was preceeded in death by a
brother Marvin Isom and a sister
Merle Burns

Pallbearers were Eddie Krieg-
er Joe Plowman, James Brooks,
Jimmy Ashby, El!don Martin
and Morris Lindsey, Jr.

of the lopan as income ftor that
year,K Hayenga says

When the CCC loan is repaid,
there is no gain or loss unless the
commodity was sold for a greater
value than the amount of the
certificates

If the loan is not included as
income and the farmer uses the
commodity certificates to repay
the loan, he will file the income In
the loan is repaid,
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Social Security application is a phone call away

People who wish to apply for will help assure that benefits will These documents must be origina The rea it the mosel recent
Social SQCU'IYY retirement bene- start for the month of retirement records or copies certified by the renorts f earnings may not yet
fits but who find it difficult to visit Certain dicuments are essential agency that issued therm have beer edited on the apo
a Social Security office can apply '0r establishing eligibility for n the event that rigina ant’'s Social Security record
by telephone retirement benefits. They include records or certified opies are not A SDOUSE i applies for

a Social Security card or a record available, the best possible ev benefits w have provide

fthe number and proof of date of dence of date f birth she d be 2 v 4 mentatior . and

J “
An appllcahon for retirement nirth. such as birth certificates or submitted These include among Sine 2 marriage ertificate may
benshts schould be made at least 3.religious record of birth or opthers schools and church re be required The birth certificates
two or three months before the naptism that was recorded before rds a marriage ense a and Social Security numbers of
person plans to stop working This 1he person was five years old passport. and employment 4 eligible unmarried children should
' 4 Ar Y 36 ’1:‘5"( f‘
37\0‘ frvr etirerm ant .'"""‘ A Lo TR na nt rma ~r 4:(‘“'
s should also submit their Wage applying for Social Security re
and Tax Statement form (W-2) for tirement benefits can be obtained
"“The amount of income the They may be able to receive a the preceding year, and self by 3lling the Abilene Social
farmer includes that year is the refund on their 1986 taxes he emploved individuals should sut Security office at 698-1360
amount the face of the loan 5ays mit a copy of their Schedule SE

exceeds the amount of the certif-
icates'’ HMayenga says. ‘When the
commodity is sold, the farmer
recognizes the gain for the full
amount received on the sale.”’
Farmers who used the older
ruling when they filed their 1986
taxes probably will want to file an
amendment to their return using
the new ruling, Hayenga says

MERKEL VFW POST 5683
& LADIES AUXILLARY

ARE NOW COLLECTING

with PIK Certificates, he may the year
choose to include the face amount KHayenga says
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Trent basketball
Wins openers
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by W. E Dulaney

Local, area veterans

now have transportation

to VA medical centers

Merke
about transportation t
the Veterans Administration (VA

etarans nead not NOrry

medical center 'n Waco
That hospital w be one of 19

VA medica! facilities o receive a
van from the nonprofit Disabled

American Veterans (DAV) re-
cently The donation was made
possible through a cooperative

effort of the DAV's nationa
organization and its Department
of Texas

The vans will be driven by
volunteers from local DAV Chap-
ters and DAV auxillary units
These volunteers will be par-
ticipating in a nationwide DAV
National Transportation Network
Overseeing the program at the VA
Medical facility in Waco will be
DAV Hospital Service Coordinator
Donald W. Phillips

The number of DAV-donated
vans across the country will
increase to 24 by the end of the
year. The one million members of
the organization hope to fully
meet the transportation needs of
veterans at all of the VA's 172
medical centers before the end of
1988, donating vans wherever
NECessary
'* “The DAVTumoonatnon Net-

work was established last spring
~when budget nstraints f
the VA to terminate beneficiary
trave! benefits for early
veterans using VA facilities f
treatment said DAV
National Director of Voluntary
Services Bruce Nitsche
nenefits were paid to vet
l-e 3 thrv- :r‘ ,e' 'h‘: ,‘—/505
gettin to and from the VA
ws;va or clinic

Among those affected by the
benefit cut were most veterans
seeking treatment for service-
oriented disapilities, as well as
indigent veterans who have vir
tually no other source of health
care, Nitsche said

The DAV simply could not
stand aside and watch hundreds of
thousands of veterans being left
without health care simply be-
cause they live some distance
from a VA hospital and had no
means of transportation Thanks
to contribution from grateful
Americans, many of them right
here in Merkel, we were able 10
respond to this great need

Contributions to the program
can be made at the local VFW
Post or by sending a check to the
DAV. B07 Maine Ave S W
Washington D C 20024

medica
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} We are now buying
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Handle that holiday turkey with care ¢4 Options for Health
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rop ginned by the Christmas holidays,
ut & month of dry weather is needed for
that goal to be reached
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Local glns over 4 OOO bales NO COMPARISON
o 280 s . . » to newspapers

hristmas Eve it the gin Newspapers Remain
““The Public’s Choice”
. By A Wide Country Mile
As | TRENT CHURCH OF CHRIST o i . tad Fade?” |
s | SCHEDULE OF SERVICES ompetition and new "‘ad lads’” come-and-go -
Amel'lcan : SUNDAY - - but nothing ever comes close to threatening
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| Worship...11:00 AM information. The newspaper formula is just as
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front lawn?)

st S The newspaper is required (by federal law) to
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American consumers ask TIRE produce a certain amount of NEWS

(?‘N'vr = g BUT EVERY NEWSPAPER PRODUCES MUCII,
e MUCH MORE NEWS THAN IS REQUIRED.
puts together this helpful (Ever hear of a circular producing news, or
-atalog quarterly containing performing a public service?)

more than 200 federa
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figures about its circulation, lfacts proven by the
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rour free Catalog
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Information Center
Department AP

Pueblo, Colorado 81009
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Flexibility is key

for tillage systems

Conservation titlage should pay
IS own way That's the meesage
Deere & Company soil scientists
are getting from farmers these
days. Simple enough, but reaching
that economic goal is a little
tougher, farmers have found

“The first step in making a
judgement is to know your current
tillage costs,'” says Dr. Lyle
Stephans of the Deere Technical
Center in Moline, I1l. “Then you
can compare costs point-by-point
You might be surprised

“There's a tendency to believe
that conventional tillage costs
more than it really does.,'' Ste-
phens says. ''In both reduced and
conventional systems, tillage
usually costs less than 25 percent
of the overall expense of owning
and operating farm machinery
Conventional tillage on a mid-
western corn/ soybean farm typ-
ically runs between $10 and 316

per acre
Conventional tillage today re-
quires fewer passes than in the

past. It 1s not uncommon in some
areas to see farmers follow right
behind the combine a high-
clearance moldboard plow. then
use oni, one secondary tillage
pass in the spring before planting
Twenty years ago, working the
soil to @ similar condition took up
to five passes

To tigure your real tillage costs
Stephens says, start by compiling
an accurate listing of all expenses
involved in getting the soil ready
for planting, including weed and
insect contral, fertilization and
seedbed preparation "All of these
expenses are interrelated; they
can go up down when you
change tillage practices

‘Some costs associated with
changing tillage systems aren't
readily apparent,”” Stephens ex-
plains. “"What you might save with
fewer tillage trips can quickly be
offset by an increase in chemicals
needed for weed control, or lost
profits because of inefficient
fertilizer utilization

“If you're strict about no-till,
you won't shank in anhydrous
ammonia before planting. But
since other forms of nitrogen are
more xpensive, this can add $13 to
$19 per acre to the cost of a crop,
using 150 pounds of nitrogen per
acre.

Dr. Richard Johnson, a Deere &
Company agronomist, adds
““Most farmers know their costs of
purchased inputs, but are less
sure about the costs of individual
tillage operations. Herbicide costs
for clean and reduced tillage
systems are often similar. No-till
systems generally involve more
expensive herbicides. Tradeoffs

or

exist among chemicals For ex-
ample, some herbicides that
require incorporation are less
costly than those that don't
Johnson recommends figuring
total costs on a per-acre basis, not
just cash costs per acre. 'Cash
cost comparisons can be mis-
leading.”" he warns Total cost per

acre would include associated

operations such as pest control
One way to start, if you don't

have detailed records of your own

operation, 1S by using machinery
cost estima‘es made by state
universities or local farm man-

agement groups

But don't accept their
information t says John-
son. "'Find out the exact basis and
formulas used to calculate their
published cost estimates. Methods
can vary tremendously and so can

_-a)'
indly

the applicability of the informa-
tion. Costs for a given machine
operation will vary '1‘1;)0'13*."\(; on
factors such as annual hours of
machine use, tillage speed and

depth, soil conditions, or filed size

| see too many illage ma-
chinery cost estimates that have
not kept pace with changes in
technology. Today's farm ma-
chinery lasts longer, covers more
acres between repairs and get
more done per hour. |'ve seen
some published tillage budgets
that overestimate fuel, lubrica-
tion, repair and maintenance
costs by as much as 100 percent,”’
Johnson says

There's more potential for pest
and plant disease prohiems when
more residue is left on the soil
surface, so Johnson says it is
important to consider the costs of
controlhing those problems when
exploring tillage tech-
niques

If a greatly
system or no-till
double crop. or profitably farm
land that would otherwise be
erosion-prone, it probably pays.
Otherwise, be cautious. Do your
own cost calculations carefully
There is more to changing tillage
systems than simply eliminating a
trip or two across your fields,''
Johnson says

“Don’t get locked in on a system
that requires you to do things only
one way. Flexibility in tillage
helps reduce risks by allowing you
to adjust to weather changes, soil
conditions between fields, or
future cropping patterns. If you
can a more efticient tiliage
system that has the capability to
produce high yields while keeping
costs within range of conventional
tillage, you've probably got a
winner

,‘:',4 "lin‘

reduced tillage
permits you to

TEXAS FARMERS’'RETURN

. FENAS AVERAGE FENAS T ARMIERS
TURKEY DINNER 198 RETALL PRICE ' NELRETURN

::':z' o $0.53) -$0.01)

ftulﬂnn - $0.198 $0.003
01, sery
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~
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OR. sety
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+

:a Cream $0.1% $0.001
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I TOTAL $1.517 $0.077.

Buresw of |.0bor Statistics, Tevas Ag Stathtics, Teros ALM
Tenos Deporiment of Agriculture graphie

s e

The Merkel Mail Nov. 26. 1987- Page 7

Farm News

Cost isn’t only tillage system question

Farmers who reduce tillage
practices frequently mention two
problems. First, it's difficult to
get fertilizer down into the crop
0ot zone and not disturb residue
needed on the soil surface to
control erosion. Second. the cool,
moist soil conditions with con-
servation tillage can Iimit fer-
tilizer utilization, particularly dur-
ing early stages of crop growth.

Getting full value from fertilizer
dollar 1s a major challenge for
cons: ation tillage, which is
defineu as any tillage system that
leaves at least 30 percent of the
old crop residue on the soil
surface at planting. (No-till is an
extreme form of conservation
tillage)

“Conservation farming requires
better fertilizer management,’’
says Dr. Richard Johnson, senior
scientist at the Deere & Company
Technical Center in Moline, III.
No-till or severely limited tillage
can cut crop yields if soil fertility
programs are not adjusted to fit
the new conditions.”’

The new conservation tillage
farmer who hasn't done his
homework can get some unpleas-
ant surprises

As Johnson puts i1s, “"There are
many good reasons for consider-
ing conservation tillage, but sav-
ing money isn't always one of
them. Too many farmers think
conservation tillage will increase
their net profits. After harvest,
they often discover their yields
have dropped or their fertilizer
costs have increased

Johnson stresses that a farmer
should examine all the economics
involved before deciding to
change tillage practices. In fact,
on most farms, tillage isn't the
biggest expense. Total tillage
costs for corn in the Midwest can
range from $10 to $16 per acre

"To determine tillage costs on
your farm, 6 break out current
machinery expenses into tillage,
planting, harvesting, grain haul-
ing, and chemical application,”
Johnson ‘says. “‘Per acre, tillage
should total roughly 25 per cent of
the cost

‘Next. compare tillage costs
with fertilizer and pesticide costs
These costs are closely related
Reduced tillage often means
increased fertilizer and herbicide
costs. More insecticides may also
be needed

‘““And remember that every
farm, and often every field, s
ditfferent. No one tillage system
works best in all situations
Tillage practices are always site-
specific. Fertilizer requirements
and application methods can also
vary considerably

Johnson says soil testing iIs a
necessary step with conservation
tillage: ‘"‘Knowing the nutrient
availability in your soil 1s essent-
ial and regular soil testing is the
only way to find out. It's also
helpful to supplement this with
crop tissue testing during the
growing season. Conservation til-
lage is usually easiest where the
soils are not low In major
nutrients.”’

How do conservation tillage soil
conditions differ from those of
conventional tillage? Johnson ex-
plains: ‘“‘Soil is mixed less tho-
roughly, and most crop residues
are not incorporated. Residues
that are mixed into the soil are
layered in the top two to four
inches. Heavy surface residue
cover promotes cooler, more
moist soils. Nitrate nitrogen s
more subject to loss by denitrifi-
cation, or leaching. Plant nutrient
distribution can become stratified
Also, the upper two inches of soil
tend to become more acid if
nitrogen is surface applied.”

Conservation tillage changes
nitrogen availability. Increased
surface residue reflects solar
radiation and shades the soil, so
soil temperature is lower; and
more water is held in the soil
during early spring-- there's less
runoff. The result is that soil
remains cooler and wetter later
into the growing season, affecting
seed germination and growth rate.

““To maintain crop yield po-
tential under high residue con-
ditions, more nitrogen fertilizer is
often required. This increases
production costs,’’ he says.

It's also more difficult to apply
nitrogen fertilizers effectively be-
cause too many fertilizer particles
tall on crop residues instead of the
soil surface. Without rainfall or
mechanical incorporation into the
soil, the fertilizer volatizes and
nitrogen is lost. .

No-till elminates any sort of
separate operation to inject amon-
ia fertilizer down into the crop
root zone before planting. This

ften forces a switch to alternate
nitrogen fertilizers which are
more expensive

Many things change under con-
servation tillage 'Good fertilizer
management 1s essential says
Johnson

His suggestions for making the
most of a conservation tillage
program also includes periodic
ise of tillage practices to tho-
roughly mix the upper 8 to 10
nches of soil, using injected
nitrogen, if possible; and watch-
ng expenses carefully Do
spend more than you save

not

For small grains residue man
agement remains crucial for
reducing soil erosion, but prob-
lems differ in small grains areas
from those of the Cornbeilt

In the Plains, protecting soil
from wind erosion is often more
important than preventing water
erosion. Moisture conservation
becomes increasingly important
as inches of annual rainfall
decrease. On the steep hillsides of
the Pacific Northwest, stopping
sheet erosion and gullying 1s
essential

Farming techniques and equip-
ment to tackle these problems
vary. Despite these differences
small grains farmers share the
same overall tillage goals with
other farmers: (1) retain soil In
place, (2) keep soil and ground-
~vater free ot chemical pollution

3) make fertilizers available to
crop roots, (4) maximize use of
soil moisture for grain production,

5) integrate tillage with other
inputs to develop a low-cost
system

Severe soil erosion occurs on
less than half the cropland in the
United States. On problerh fields
conservation tillage (that is
tillage that leaves at least 30
percent of the old crop residue on
the soil surface at planting) can
help reduce soil losses

Surface residue at planting time
not only can cut water-caused soil
erosion but can also effectively
limit wind erosion. |If residue Is
insufficient to control erosion,
roughness created by tillage can
help reduce it

There are many ways small
grains farmers can maintain crop
residue on the soil surface.
However, there are situations
when maintaining heavy residues
on the surface is not a good idea,
according to Glenn M. Olson,
manager of cultivation and, plant-
ing equipment planning at Deere
& Company. Moline, |llinois

‘In fields with no real erosion
problems, switching to conserva-
tion tillage may be an economic
mistake. Research in the Plains
states and Canadian prairies
suggests that increased surface
cover and soil roughness can be
counter-productive to meeting ag-
ronomic and profitability goals,
he says

““Maintaining previous crop res-
idue on the soil surface can
increase crop disease susceptibil-
ity and lead to more losses from
larger populations of insect
pests, ' Olson says. In many
situations, he adds, conservation
tillage also contributes to slower
crop growth in early spring
because of cooler, more moist soil
conditions

Also, annual grasses such as
downy brome (cheatgrass) can
easily get out of control in fall
seeded small grains grown under
conservation tillage, Olson warns
“Entire wheat fields can be wiped
out by infestations of these
hard-to-eliminate weeds when re-
duced or shallow tillage is used
exclusively

““Chemical control of annual
grasses in small grains can be
expensive and risky because
grassy weeds such as downy
brome share many genetic char-
acteristics with small grains
Chemicals that kill the grasses
can also easily damage wheat or
barley, especially if application
conditions are less than ideal, "
Olson says

““Clean tillage is a safer way to
eliminate grassy weeds in small
grain fields. Downy brome, for
example, germinates only when it
is close to the soil surface.
Moldboard plowing, along with
crop rotations that allow spring
tillage, will control most annual
grasses that plague small grain
fields. Chisel plowing, one-way
disking or sweep plowing do not
seem to be as effective as
moldboard plowing, since all of
these methods leave at least some
weed seeds close to the soil
surface.”

One controversy surrounding
conservation tillage and small

grains production is soil me

Nsture
management: storing and retain-
iIng water in the crop root zone

Plan B marketing loan program
will be used, he adds. The world
price has been well above the loan
level, however in 1987

Should the world price
below the loan rate, loan deficien-
Cy payments may made

nliuinne
pPIUNIGe

ve

generic commodity certificates on
a bale-by-bale basis. There will be
no paid land diversion program

nor inventory reduction program
he notes

The lower acreage
program suggests more
and more cotton in 1988

reduction
acreage
provided

’

0 tillage system choices. All are

important
3 The constant measuring stick

Olson says ~You often hear the for choosing a tillage system is
statement that each lillage pass economic. Always ask, “Will a
will cause the loss of one-halt inch change increase profitability?"
of soil moisture. Without really Generally, any tillage system that
investigating to find out if the ¢ antly reduces crop yields
statement s true, some people probably cut profits, regard-
mistakenly use this argument 10 |ess of input cost savings
justify chemical fallow place of As we move to the future,'
tillage operations, particularly ir Olson says I think well Qet
SUW‘Bm‘f' fallow areas me of this conflicting data

ut in recent years, research- cleaned up throuah use of i i
ers have been finding that the ¢ r age 1o« ko?:a'fe‘ ;.'zpégfn
situation 1s much more complicat- hetter o 7,‘,,»”,, and reduced
ed than previously supposed sis per acre
many cases, tilled fields actually Electronics will play a central
retain equal or more soil moisture e There will be significant
than non-tilled fields t al applications for elec-

Sorting through all the conflict onic control of tillage and
ing, data. Olison has found a few planting equipment Linked moni-
universal rules to follow in tors and controls will be able to
choosing tillage systems for small measure factors such as tillage
grains. Here they are depth and flow rate of applied
1 Any tillage decision must be aierials Tool adiustments will
site-specific. Soil types weather pe made automatically
patterns, cropping rotations, ero- In small grains. increased use
sion problems all vary from field of sem -dwarf varieties will make
to field. Don't assume that tillage eiectronic control of seeding depth
data from other places apply t0 ever more important. Differences
your farm. Only on-site tillage of soil firmness, residue levels,
trials can supply valia answers and soil type all have 10 be taken
2 Concentrate on how tillage n:; consideration If the planting
techniques affect c.up yield, not qepin c automatically adjusted
on how they affect soil moisture. ¢or the changing conditions. signi-
Many factors other than soil ficantly higher crop yields could
moisture contribute to the success resy
or failure of a age program These developments will in-
Broadleaf weed populations, in- crease farm profitability while
sect infestations. annual grasses, answering public ncerns about
crop emergence, seedling vigor. gpil erosion and potential ground-
winter-kill of fall-seeded grains, yater pollution from farm chem-
fertilizer utilization, scheduling of cals ' Olson predicts
farming operations are all related
Cotton supply might
go up next year

yields are average or above
re:c;::ﬂ : “S::,:Wd ”ﬁ::::‘r;ip S"»'inf‘. C ‘mrs‘.'vot.nn “:u the 1988
the supply will like ncrease ‘ ‘ 5‘ ."f,r:”r-nmg ’V“L‘ve question-

able A potentiai economic re-
according to an E«xte ~@8Sion the second half of 1988
marketing econom st Texas A may irtail demand Anderson
& M University Says

The 1988 upland cotton progr T kely result. he adds. is

will include a *': 5 per { acrea .; more cotton supplies, less usage,
raet opric 4
O sond s s ove 4100 anding locks i 4 waake
518 cents per pound for base .. factors in 1988 price
quality. average location, says Dr. o oment are possible changes in
Carl G. Anderson, economist g ited ending stocks. A clear
cotton marketing for he Texas signal 1n the first half of 1988 that
Agricultural Extension Service, ;5 cotton growers are likely o
the Texas A & M University produce enough cotton to exceed
System market demands may be bearish,
While the target price and ANGerson savs
rates are slightly wer, the Favorable October weather in-
acreage reduction program creased the U. S. crop forecast to

(ARP) 1s half the 25 percent for 139 n on bales and expected
the 1987 crop,”’ Anderson says 1987 ending stocks to above the

If the adjusted world price , ... .00 haje mark. A 1988 crop
drops below the loan level. the . .er than usage would increase

stocks by the end of that season,

Anderson says
The kely result 1s lower
prices Growers should have a

1988 marketing plan prepared that

takes into account forward pricing
alternatives he recommends

When cotton stocks are dropping
rapidly. as in 1987, the market
tends to overreact during price
rallies. Estimates of variable,
fixed and total production costs
per pound from past records are
useful in setting pricing guide-
lines, Anderson says

Farm vehicles may be exempt
from insurance rules

The Railroad Commission has
published for public comment
rules amendments that.would
exempt certain farm and ranch
vehicles from RRC registration
and lLiability insurance require-
ments

Under the proposed rule change,
a motor vehicle controlled and
operated by a farmer or rancher
and transporting the farmer’s or
rancher’'s agricultural or horti-
cultural commodities would not
have to be registered with the
Commission or be insured with
$500.000 single limit liability in-
surance coverage Vehicles used
to transport supplies to the farm
and ranch of the farmer would
receive the same exemption.

The rule change has been
published in the Texas Register
for a 30 day public comment
period, after which the Commis-
sion will consider permanently
adopting the change.

Earlier this year, the Commis-
sion adopted rules requiring any

s -

indivioual or company which uses
any motor vehicle weighing 10,000
pounds or more to ‘‘Transport
property in furtherance of any
commercial enterprise’’ to regis-
ter the vehicle with the Commis-
sion and show proof of at least
$500.000 in single limit liability
insurance. The Commission char
ges a $1 registration fee per
vehicle and a $25 insurance filing
fee when insurance companies
register commercial vehicle cov-
erage for their clients.

The registration and insurance
requirements apply to commer-
cial vehicles weighing 10,000
pounds or more by themselves, as
well as to vehicles weighing 10,000
pounds or more when loaded or
when pulling a trailer or towed
vehicle

The Commission drafted the
registration and insurance re-
quirements to implement Senate
Bill 595 and House Bill 908 passed
by the legislature this year.

—
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1983 Chevrolet Custom
Van 43000 miles

8500

1983 GMC 1/ 2ton pick-up

local one owner 5500 20 Tnghs  Miators © Crime

1982 QOlds 98 loagea

5500

1984 Pontiac Parisenne

Broghum  loaded
1984 Buick Le Sabre

Custom 4 door loaded

7500

1978 Buick Le Sabre 4

door clean 1800

1984 Chevrolet 1/2 ton
pickup Silverado all op-

tons 6500

1973 Pontiac Bonneville

4 door runs good §50
DUANE
SHUGART

MOTORS

928-5139
N 6th & Kent
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Healthtax ey Lee
Camp,. Beverly Hills, St
Michels Chaus '
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senesis. For
enza, Organically
Growr Over Q’m oth
ers ’)r ‘S‘ 3 p one price
ti-tier pri
cing store discount or
family store Retail pri
ces unbelievable for qu
ality shoes normally
priced from 119 Top $80
Over 450 brands. 4600
styles, $14 800 to $26 900
Inventory, training fix-
tures, grand opening
airfare etc. Can open in
15 days Mr. Loughlin
(612) B8B-6555

42-TFP

We make hydraulic
hoses. P & L Auto Parts
135 Edwards 928-4738

42-TFC
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- For All Your Plumbing Needs 2
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THE BIGGEST HITTER f Free Estimates Busted Pipss 3
: Sewer Lines Remodels .
e . ~ARDS OF THANKS . Water Lines New Fixtures .
. + Gas Lines General Repairs 4
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MERKEL

VET CLINIC
LARGE & SMALL ANIMALS

RANCH & HOUSE CALLS
BY APPOINTMENT
FM 126 NORTH
OPEN MONDAY- FRIDAY
8:30 - 5:30 (CLOSED 12-1)
SATURDAY 8 UNTIL NOON
CALL 928-5235

9284176 AFTER HOURS

YT s s A A A

Funeral

Pre-arrangement
The last and most loving

bequest for your family. 3
Let us help

STARBUCK
FUNERAL HOME

SESPBBIIBIIENIIIIINIINININIIIINIIIIIIINISN

>

201 Edwards__ _93847“H

that are charged and not paid within 30
days will be charged $1.50 for each
additional billing.
PUBLIC NOTICE RATES
Legal notices are 55 cents per line for the
first insertion and 45 cents per line
for each additional insertion

Business Phone |915) 928-5712
Recorder on after hours or when out
. ofoffice
Plerse Correspond to Box 428. Merke!

Merkel's Oldest ‘Busir'uu
Publishing weekly since 1889
““Congress slhlo‘ll. Mako No Law
Abridging The Freedom of the Press

Publisher Rcuv;u'th.o Right to Cancel
Any advartisement al any time )
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