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This wintry sc-
ene was captur-
ed by staff pho-
. tographer Mel-
anie Richards
. near Dr. Tran’s
office Friday.
sub-freezing
temperatures
guranteed Sun-
3 day's snow fall
- staying on the
+ ground at least
through Wedne-
, sday.

/

School board holds routine meeting,

makes 6th grade change next year

he Merkel school board held
a short, routine meeting Tues-
day morning in the homemaking
room at Merkel High.

The board did make a decision
on where to teach 6th grade
students at Merkel Middle Sch-
o0l next year and made the
move to help alleviate, tem-
porarily, the shortage of space
in the middle school building.

The 6th grade next year will
attend classes in the portable
buildings between the miadle
school gym and the high school
building.

In other action, the board also
decided to follow a state man-
date that says students residing
in certain zones must attend the
school that includes them in
their boundary. The move will

have some impact on people
living in Mulberry Creek near
Tye in that their children will be
required to attend Tye Elemen-
tary. An official from the State
Transportation Office audited
bus routes last week and asked
MISD superintendent Bill Eve-
rett to see that the changes are
made.

During the report by campus
principals Elementary school
principal David Casey said he
thought there would be enough
money around to purchase a
computer per grade for elemen-
tary students through funds
raised by the PTO. Middle
school principal Eddie Lang also
had computers on his mind as he
told the board he hoped to have
computers in the middle school

by the start of the 1985 school
year.

The board also approved
members of the textbook com-
mittee and adopted new state-
wide policy guidelines.

The superintendent told the
board he had no news con-
cerning the proposed bond issue
and said the architects were
busy obtaining figures to make
growth projections and looking
at types of construction that
may be more cost efficient than
others.

Everett added that students
would” make up school today
(Thursday) but schoo! would be
dismissed at 12:10 to make up
for the lost day Monday when
schools were closed because of
weather conditions.

Merkel Livestock Association
holds Saturday stock show

The Merkel Livestock Asso-
ciation held their annual live-
stock show this weekend here
under ‘‘ideal'’ livestock sho\
weather conditions as Merkel
FFA students repaed the bene-
fits of a year of work and effort.

Denise Pack was named the
recipient of the Taylor Electric
Showmanship award and took
several honors with her Brah-
man cattle.

The judge for this year's show
was Roy Shackelford of Winters.
Association officers and officials
included President Jerry Gib-
son, Vice President Robert

Lebanon’s night before Christmas, WTU,

cleaners closed, frozen pipes...more

by Cloy A. Richaras

This Christmas, | hope that
you and your family will stop
and remember those that have
recently lost their lives in
foreign places while defending
and preserving basic rights of
freedom, without which, we
wouldn’'t be celebrating this
time of the year. But also,
remember those still in places
like Grenada and Lebanon.

If it helps, imagine the
following:
(Beirut) ‘Twas the night before
Christmas, | was guarding my
hole,

Not a creature was stirring,
not even a mole.

My familys' picture was hung
by the entrance with care,

My thoughts were at home
and to soon join them there.

When out on the compound
there rose such a clatter,

| sprang from my outpost to
see what was the matter.

Through my tired eyes, |
couldn’'t believe what | was
seeing,

The commander was saying
we would soon be leaving.

To Houston, to Boston, To
Pittsburgh and Dover,

The Marines came home, just
glad it was over.

As we headed to the airport to
board the planes,

| had to pause to remember
the pain.

We had left more than 240
Marines at last count,

Those that survived, we were
just glad to be out.

| then pinched myself to see if
it was a dream,

And. unfortunately it was, |
was still part or the team.

The team that was sent to

keep peace In a place,
That seemed hell-bent on

destroying half the human race.

To those that say we should
not be here,

Pause for a second and lend
me an ear.

Part of your freedom is
opening those gayly wrapped
presents,

Those freedoms are some of
the reasons for our presence.

Although it was our wish to be
gone from this place,

At the time of the year when
we all share our good grace.

Our job is not done and so we
will stay,

And all that we ask is that you
remember us when you pray.

As | settled back on my knees
in that dark, cold hole,

| though of the reasons we
were here and of my role.

| called to another as he
shivered in the night,

Peace on Earth, and to my
fellow Marines, Good Night.

WTU got quite a bit less than
it asked for when the Public
Utility Commission finished it's
hearings on rate increase re-
quests, and that is both good and
bad news.

The good news is that your
immediate elelctricity bills wo-
n't be going up, but future bills
surely will.

The rate increases will pro-
duce about $12 million in
additional revenues. The com-
pany had asked for $25.6 million.
The overall rate increase now
will be 5.1 per cent, as opposed
to the 11 per cent the company
had previously requested.

Since the Merkel City Council
denied the rate increase, Merkel
customers will not be eligible for
refunds that will be payed to
customers that live in cities that
approved the interim rate. Then
again, Merkel customers were
not paying that higher interim
rate, so it all works out in the
wash.

| just didn’t want people here
to start asking ‘“Where is my
refund?’’ when they start hear-
ing about Abilene WTU custo-
mers recelving one.

Adcock Cleaners closed last
Friday after 45 years of service
to the Merkel area.

They began their business
across from Merkel Drug (whe-
re Things in General is located
now( and were there for one
yoar.

Their current facility has been
traded to the Merkel Develop-
ment Corporation and will be
demolished in the near future.

Waymon and Johnnie wanted

us to thank all of thuse that nave
patronized their cleaning busi-
ness all of these years.

| guess we will all have to be a
little more careful with those
clothes that say ''‘Dry Clean
Only'' on the label in the future.

| am sure you all have a
couple of stories to tell about the
weather we have been ‘enjoying’
over the past week. |t was a lot
of fun trying to process photos
for this weeks paper with a
darkroom sink frozen shut.

The nearly 1.8 million vete-
rans in Texas have received a
Christmas present from the
state when It announced last
week the interest on $20,000
loans that will go toward the
purchase of a home will be
under 10 per cent.

On a normal 30 year note, that
interest rate will save veterans
$18,000 over the life of a 30 year
note when compared to other
current conventional rates, ac-
cording to Richard Keahey, the
investment director for the
Veterans Land Board.

Thr program was made pos-
sible by a constitutional am-
mendment approved by voters
in November

Merry
Christmas

Harris, Secretary-Treasurer Vi-
cki Hays, Announcer Jerry
Gibson. The Superintendents
included Benny Melton-General
Superintendent; Cattle; Steers:
Terry Wade, Breeding: Ray
Pack and Bill Munden, Rabbits-
Dale Hammond, Sheep- Buzz
Peterman and Woozer Boyd,
Swine: Kenneth Hays, Robert
Harris, Bill Whisenhunt and
Jerry Gibson.

The following are the com-
plete results of the show:

(all listings are in the order of
their place in each category)
F ine Wool

Becky Middleton, Giny Boyd,
Becky Middleton. Breed Cha-
mpion Becky Middieton, Re-
serve Champion Jenny Boyd.

Medium Wool

Chuck Peterman, Lance Pe-
rry, Perry, Jenny Boyd, Peter-
man. Breed Champion Chuck
Peterman and Reserve Cham-
pion Lance Perry.

Southdown

Kris Harris, Harris, Chuck
Peterman, John Bright, Jenny
Boyd, Johnny Boyd, Bright.
Breed Champion Kris Harris,
Reserve Champion Harris, Gra-
nd Champion Lamb Chuck
Peterman, Reserve Grand Ch-
ampion Lance Perry, Lamb
Showmanship Chuck Peterman,
Second Place Lamb Showman-
ship Jenny Boyd.

Rabbit Division
Bucks

Susan Hammond (Champion),
Joshua Mashburn (Reserve),
Mashburn, Mashburn, Mike
Myers, Hammond.

Does

Shayla Hardy (Champion)
Susan Hammond (Reserve),
Chery! Schucknecht, Mike My-
ers, Myers.

Grand Champion Breeding
Rabbit, Reserve Grand Cham-
pion Breeding Rabbit Shayla
Hardy, Reserve Champion Bre-
eding Rabbit Susan Hammond,
Rabbit Showmanship Mike My-
ers, Second Place Showmanship
Susan Hammond.

Cattle Division
Steers

Wade Toombs, Christi To-

ombs, Joshua Mashburn.
Heavy weight
Roy Manahand, Randy To-

ombs, Ken Hogan.

Grand Champion Steer Roy
Manahand, Reserve Champion
Steer Randy Toombs, Steer
Showmanship Ken Hogan Sec-
ond Place Showmanship Randy
Toombs.

Breeding Cattle
Bulls

Denise Pack, Pack, Keith
Munden. Grand Champion Bull
Denise Pack, Reserve Cham-
pion Bull Denise Pack.

Breeding Cattle
Heifers '

Linda Munden, Denise Pack

Keith Munden, Kevin Coker.

Class Two
Denise Pack, th Munden,
Linda Munden, Denlse Pack.
Grand Champion Heifer Denise
Pack, Reserve Champ Keith
Munden, Breeding Cattie Show-
manship Denise Pack, second
Linda Munden.
Swine Division
Berkshire-Light
Chris Cutler (First 5 places),
Marty Windham.
Heavy
Clay Hammond, Chris Cutler,
Cassey Townsend (Next 4 pla-
ces) Breed Champion Chris
Cutler, Reserve Clay Hammond.
Chesterwhite-L ight
Destry Pack, Billy Ray Riley,
Dusty Farmer, Billy Ray Riley,
Parker Wilson, Ricky Riley.
Medium
Jason McCarty, Russell Mor-
gan, John McCarty, Billy Ray
Riley, Zack Bauer, Russel!
Morgan, Ricky Riley.
Heavy
Tommy Hays, Dusty Farmer,
Russell Morgan, Farmer, Far-
mer, Farmer, David Ray. Breed
Champion Tommy Hays, Re-
serve Jason McCarty.
Durocs- Light
Kevin Mitchell, Jason Castille,
Jerry Miller, Mitchell, Mitchel!,
Mitchell, Melissa Harris, MHar-
ris, Harris, Chris Cutler, Steve
Farthing.
Medium
Randy Dudley, John Paul
Dudley, Robyn Dudley, Natilie
Schucknect, Pam Ely, Kevin
Mitchell, Mandy Pack, Melissa
Harris, Cary Miller, Shane

Please see page 2

Mail office will be closed

until 1 pm Monday

The Malil offices will be closed
until 1 p.m. Monday for a short
Christmas break.

Deadline for the Dec. 29 issue
will be, as always, Noon Tues-
day.

We hope that each of you have

a Merry Christmas ano rewm: -
ind everyone to observe the
holidays in the Christmas spirit.
From our gang to yours,
Happy Holidays.
Cloy, Melanie, Kim and Joey
Richards

-
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Stock show results continued

Continues from Page 1

Spotted Poland

White Brooks Boyd, Lyle Baker
Heavy Baker, Jay Gibson, Baker
Tommy Hays, Melinda Riney Baker Stacy Caulder. Breed
Russell Morgan, Lynn Hays Champion Brooks Boyd, Re-
Sherri Riney, Allan Windham serve Lyle Baker
Russell Morgan, Robyn Dudley Yorkshire-L ight
John Paul Dudley, Lynn Hays Jay Gibson, Criswell Whi-
Jimmy Collier, Tim Brandon senhunt, Melissa Harris, Harris
Breed Champion Tommy Hays, Heavy
Raserve Melinda R"\.y Amber Whisenhunt DUS'Y
Hampshires-L ight Farmer, Jay Gibson, Farmer,
Amber Whisenhunt, Criswel Farmer. Tim Brandon. Breed
Whisenhunt, John Paul Dudley Champion Amber Whisenhunt,
Melinda Riney, Sherri Riney Reserve Dusty Farmer.
reavy Crossbreed-L ight
Amber Whisenhunt, Robyn Amber Whisenhunt, Criswell
Dualey, Amber Whisenhunt, Cr Whisenhunt, Shane White, Jay
swell Whisenhunt, Justin Har Williams, Kevin Mitchell, Pam
ris Breed Champion and Re- Ely. Judy Williams
serve Amber Whisenhunt Middleweight
Poland Chinas Twyla Williams, Jay Wil-
Tommy Hays, Jay Gibson lams, Ricky Doan, Jay Wil-
Lynn Hays, Chris Cutler, Cutler ams, Lorena Pack, Danny
Gibson, Cutler, Cutler, Lyle Britton, Parker Wilson
Baker Breed Champion Tommy Heavy
Hays, Reserve Jay Gibson bert Braddock, Tommy

Hays, Jay Gibson, Lynn Hays
Braddock. Breed Champion Hu-
ber Braddock, Reserve Amber
Whisenhunt.
§ The Overall Grand Champion
Market Hog was shown Dby
Tommy Hays and Reserve was
Hubert Braddock. The Division
Showmanship award went to
Melinda Riney with second to
Chris Cutler.
Breeding Gilts-L ight

Criswell Whisenhunt, Amber
Whisenhunt, John Paul Dudley,
Chris Cutler, Amber Whisenhunt
Robyn Dudley

Medium

Lynn Hays, John Paul Dudley,
Hays, Hays, Chris Cutler, Robyn
Dudley, Gary Miller

Heavy

Tommy Hays, Dusty Farmer,
Farmer, Russell Morgan, Mor-
gan, Linny Neath. Champion
and Reserve Breeding Glilt
Amber Whisenhunt. Breeding
Gm Showmanship Dusty Farm-

, second Amber Whisenhunt.

Denise Pack of the Merkel FFA
accepts the Taylor Electric trophy for
being the best over-all showman at

AN

Saturday's Merkel Stock Show.
by Connie Harris)
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Hightower questioned

Dear Editor

What type of grain
inspection do you ex-
pect agri-
cultural commissioner
who knows nothing a-
bout Agriculture? A
shoddy one at best

Earlier this fall, Jim
Hightocwer executed a
grain inspection of 23
million bushels
corn stored at a Plain-
view elevator. His re-
sults and the U. S
Agriculture Departm-
ent’'s results of the
same grain show an
overall difference of 85
per cent

Hightower found 53
per cent of the grain to
be of the poorest grade
and 87 per cent to be of
grades 4, 5 and sam-
ple. USDA, on the
other hand, found only
10 per cent of the grain
to be of the poorest
grade and only 45 per
cent to be of grades 4,
5 and sample

This great discre-
pancy exists because
Hightower used an un-
representative 86 sa-
mples to test the corn
USDA used nearly 100
times that number

Mail thanked

The Merkel Mall

Dear Friends;

Pioneer Memorial
Church wishes to na-
nk you for helping
make the 1983 Lord's
Acre Program a big
UCCEes.

It is truly a blessing
to have so many fri-
ends come together
‘0 enjoy the fellowship

from an
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Hightower
those
mbers, based on in-
adequate samples, kn-
owing full well he was
deceiving the public
and the farm commu-
nity. For a state offic-
ial to present his case
in this way is the REVED
lowest form of deceit '

put out
inaccurate nu-

The worthless inspe- d1a =i
ction came about when 10N = K e Rel
Hightower tried to get tat Revenue
USDA to release the Federa m Re %
grain without congre-
ssional approval which Tota 0 enues
they are prohibited
from doing under three S e L
statutes. In order to CAFEHULTUR
back up his claim that Instructic
most of the corn was Instructional Resources & Media
rotting and should thus School Administration
be released, he put Guidance & Counseling Services
W 90 Sweey Pupil Transportation-Regular
poor inspection of the A P S a .
Plainview facllity ~O-Lurricular Activities

Jim Hightower's cr- r00d Jervices
edibility on agricultu- seneral Administration
ral matters has shown Debt Services
to have seriously sli- Plant Maintenance & Operations
pped Facilities Acauisition & Constru

Sincerely ota xpenditures

George W. Strake

State Chairman OTHER RESOURCES & SES
The Republican Party ther Resources
Of Texas
Tota ther Kesources &

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES & (
RESOURCES NVER EXPENDITURES & OTHER

and at the same tme = &L

contribute to the chu- aa Los s

rch cause. vailance enptember 1, 198¢

It was 80 good to see
you there taking pic- BALANCC ., AUGUST 9813

tures and | hope that
you ate supper.
Thanks again for the
two subscriptions, Th-
ey always sell good.
Sincerely
Marry Russom

£

1NANC
.fpv &

c-nuhm enr
-3

eneral Special Debt
nerating Revenue Service
Fund Fund Fund Total
S 459,34 S 42,136 S 501,483
232,607 232,607
19,605 S 843 o 20,448
S 711,559 $ 343 $ 42,136 $ 754,538
5 30n0,533 $ 843 $ 301,376
ervices 1,522 1,522
1:773 1.7
316 316
41,636 41,636
12,601 12,601
34,566 34,566
96,119 96,119
41,905 41,905
99,129 99,129
on 107,226 CUBE L DB W b L 107,226
5 695,421 § 843 S 41,905 $ 738,169
TR . $ 3,181
53,151 $ 3,18
SES > 19,289 S __¢33 $ 19,520
§ 210,020 $ 18,726 S 228,746
S 229,309 $ 18,957 $ 248,266

Independent School

Weldon Beasleyv,

1983,

President Board of Trustees

ial statement referred to above presents fairly the financial position of
District as of Auqust 31,
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Catholic
Church

Confessions

Here is the schedule
for confessions during
this last week before
Christmas:
Wednesday, following
the Holy Hour
Thursday from 7 until

8 p.m.

Friday from 7 until 8
p.m

Saturday from 6:30

until 8 p.m. Please try
to pick one of the
earlier days during the
week and not wait until
Christmas eve.
Mass Schedule

There will be no 5:30
p.m. mass on Christ-
mas eve. The Midnight
Mass will begin at 9
p.m. Before the mass
there will be the cus-
tomary singing of Ch-
ristmas Carols and
also a short program
starting at 8:30. De-
acon PFaul Klein win
give the homily again
this year. There will be
a Mass at 11 a.m.
Christmas morning.

.
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For some people, prayer,
attending church and read-
ing the RBible are not the
only ways .. showing their
love and devotion to God.

They need t«¢ share hope
and comfort with their
fellow human beings, help-
ing them to build better
lives for themselves, both
physically and spiritually.

One group of people who
make service to others very
much a part of their religion
are the Salvationists—

Chaplain’s Award

(1= ¢
L.

Wivl‘liams

[
|
|

Pearson

Major General John A
Collins, Air Force Chiel of
Chaplains, has set in motion
the process of selecting the
1983 recipient of the
Witherspoon Chaplain's
Award, presented each year
to a United States Armed
Forces chaplain who has
shown special interest or
ability in helping those to
whom he or she ministers to

Calvary
Baptist

Calvary Baptist Ch-
urch wishes everyone
a happy and blessed
Christmas! We hope
the love God expresses
by sending Jesus, His
Son, to earth will be
real in each one's
heart.

Christmas Sunday,
CBC will hold services
at regular times tr
especially honor t =
Lord on the day wo
remember. He was
born to be our Saviour.
Sunday school 10 a.m.
morning worship 11
a.m. Evening 6 p.m.
service.

The icy weather did-

n't hamper the spirit of
our children's prog-
ram, “Christmas Gifts
and Wishes," Sunday
night. The boys and
giris all did a fine job

in their presentations
and in the play. We all
ought to be able to give
the Lord something
this season like those

at Jesus' birth time
membhers of The Salvation
Army. The group’s strong
religious beliefs—its credo is
““heart to God and hand to
man’’—make it distinctly
different from any other
charity, while its dedicated
worldwide service to the
communities of man set it
apart from many religious
groups.

The most visible examples
of The Salvation Army’s
full-time service to both
God and man are its Corps
Community Centers, centers

for alcoholics and drug
addicts, hospitals and
clinics, residences and

camps for senior citizens,
group homes for troubled
children, handicapped
youngsters and year-round
children’s camps.

More important than the
buildings, however, are the
people who work there—the
thousands of Salvation
Army soldiers, and the
hundreds of thousands more
who work as volunteers.

You may visit a Corps
Community Center at any
time. Or you can write for a
free leaflet to: The Salva-
tion Army, National Head-
quarters, 799 Bloomfield
Avenue, Verona, NJ 07044,

To USAF This Year

become more interested in
the Bihle

The winning Air Force
chaplain will be announced
at the National Bible Week
Luncheon, held by the
Laymen's National Bible
Committee, at the Plaza
Hotel in New York City,
November 18, 1983

The first awardee, in
1981, Cdr. Carl J. Pearson,
was from the Navy, which
Capt. Maurice M. Wither
spoon, a long-time leader of
LNBC, served during World
War [ and II. In 1982, Major
John C. Williams, US Army,
was given the honor

Season's Greetings

FROM

LAMBDA BETA

3 et us rejoice at Ehristma

ED'S FEED & SEED
Ed, Glenn & Grant

8!

did

Don't forget the Ch-
ristmas Fellowship
Dinner and gift ex-
change Dec. 21 at 7: 30.

Merkel
Methodist

Christmas this year
falls on Sunday and
what better day to be
inchurch and welcome
the spirit of the Christ
child. We will only
have one service on
Christmas day and it
will begin at 10 a.m
There will be no Chu-
rch School or Evening
Worship.

Obituaries

Everett
Jones

Everett Jones, 87, of
4500 Nolan in Fort
Worth, passed away
Monday. He was a
former Merkel resi-
dent and had lived
here from 1920 to 1929
He had retired from
Montgomery Wards a-
fter 36 years.

He is survived by
nephews Pat Jones of
Arlington, Estes Jones
of New York City,
Robert Stanford of Lu-
bbock and a neice Ada
Fry of Abilene.

Graveside services
were held at 2 p.m.
Wednesday at Eme-
rald Cemetery in Ke-
nnedale.

Nora Taylor

Nora Lee Taylor,
age 70 of Trent, died at
Hendrick Medical Ce-
nter at 7:10 p.m. Dec.
13 following a lengthy
iliness.

Services were held
Dec. 15at 2 p.m. at the
Trent Baptist Church
with the Rev, Carl Rea
officiating. Burial fol-
lowed in Trent Ceme-
tery under the direc-
tion of the Starbuck
Funeral Home.

She had married Fl-
oyd Taylor Nov. 24,
1935 in Sweetwater.

She is survived by

Thursday

her husband, one dau-
ghter Mickey Johnson
of Seminole; four sis-
ters Nancy Kreidel of
Roby, Frankie Reeves
of Bronte, Pearline
Crow of Camden, Ark.,
and Margeory Peter-
sen of Tucoma, Wash,
and three grandchild-
ren.

Bertha
Ensminger

Bertha Blair Ens-
minger, 95, of Merkel
died Dec. 14 at Starr
Nursing Home. Ser-
vices were held Dec. 16
at 2 p.m. at the Star-
buck Chapel under the
direction of Rev. John
Wagoner of the First
United Methodist Chu-
rch here. Burial follo-
wed at Rose Hill.

She had married Jo-
hn Ensminger in 1934,
He had died in 1945,
She was a member of
the Methodist Church
here and is survived
by several neices and
nephews

Minnie
Kelso

Minnie Alice Kelso,
104 of 641 Victoria in
Abilene, an Abilene
resident since 1944,
died at 1:15 Dec. 15 at
Shady Oaks Lodge.

Services were held
at 10 a.m. Saturday at
Elliott-Hamill funeral
home in Abilene. Bu-
rial followed at the
Stith Cemetery.

She was born April
21, 1879 in Tennesse.
She married Edgar
Lee Kelso Oct. 15, 1899
in Coryell County. Th-
ey farmed in the Guion
community for several
years before moving to
Stith in the early 1900s.
She had been the old-
est person to attend
the West Texas Fair
for the past four years
and also regularly at-
tended the TCRA Rod-
eo in Coleman and the
Texas Cowboy Reun-
ion in Stamford, as
well as the Old Set-
tler's Reunion in Buf-
falo Gap. She had kept
her own home and
handled her personal
business until she was

Peace on Earth
Good Wil
TCoward men. ..

Let us renew tto

Christmas at this season.

HICKS AUTO
SUPPLY

138 EDWARDS

message of

-928-5166

December 22 1983

100. She was a mem ber
of the Stith Baptist
Church for 70 years
She was preceeded
n death by four gra-
ndsons, a granddaugh-

ter, two sisters, two
brothers

She is survived by a
son and daughter in
law, Herbert Kelso of
San Antonio and dau-

FOR HELPING MAKE
1983 A PROSPEROUS

ghter in law Mrs. R. C.
Kelso of 3002 S. 10th in
Abilene;, and six gra-
ndchildren Margaret

Sandusky, Mary Lou
Hicks and Babe Tar-
pley, all of Merkel,

YEAR & MAY GOD BLESS

YOU IN THE COMING NEW YEAR

GAIL’S

BEAUTY & STYLE SHOP

Page 3

Church new S ———————

Massey Seleca of Al-
tus, Okla, Weldon Ke-
Iso of Lubbock and
Tiny Dean of San An-
tonio, 19 great-grand-
children and 16 great-
great grandchildren.

to all our friends, old and mew!

WE WILL BE CLOSED DEC 24-26
LUNCHES MONDAY - FRIDAY

TAKE OUT ORDERS WELCOMED
WE CARRY Gand¥s Q@ icecres®

MIKE’'S PLACE

1035 N 2ND

928-5484

out holiday greetings

to you and pour familp

“\

as pou gather

in celebration.
Thank pou for

MERKEL
DRUG
CO.

121 EDWARDS

928-5012
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For Sale

We make hydraulic
hoses
P &L Auto Parts
135 Edwarde
928-5871

We turn disc brakes
and drums
P &L Auto Parts
135 Edwards
928-5671
ror Sale: AKC Dub-
lin Pups excellent ma-
rkings, long legged,
sharp noses, good blo-
od l!ine, 3 weeks old
will hold for Christ-
mas Call 877-6858
3[3-tfc
For sale: 2 quilt tops
1 hand painted and one
large colonial girl. 1
queen size and one
king size. Call S28-5033.
443-1tc
Firewoa tor sale.
Wil deliver $80 per
cord. Call 9285645 or
928-5062 after 6: 0 p.m.
41-2tp
Misc.

KID'S KORNER
DAY CARE CENTER
2nd and Oak Open Mon
thru Friday, 6: 30 a.m.
thru 8 p.m., Call %8
a8
12tfc
Germania |nsurance
Company, for your
insurance needs. Lo-
cally represented by
Donna Carter . 558348
TFC
Granny s Playhouse
Child Care open from
830 am. till 8 p.m.
Call S28-4804 or come
by 17 Ovange.
TFC
Rellable electrical
work done. Patrick
Galloway S28-5388.

tfc
Need part time LVN
and full time alids.

Please apply In person
at Stapr Nursing Home
2TFC

Plano Tunming Call
284808, ask for Pee
Wee Pack.

34-tfc

Obtain a major cre-
ditcars (M-C or VISA)
guaranteed, even |f
you have bad credit,
no credit, bankrupt or
divorced. For free
brochure send SASE to
1st Capitol Credit, P.
O. Box 9820, No. 217,
Fort Worth, Tex. 78107.
or call 1-817-457-5581
Anytime.

L£-41c

| will not be re-
sponsible for any debts
other than my own.

Allen Higgins Jr.

Q-2TP

Puppies, 601 Edw-
ardss, never outside,
Born Halloween, need
warm home for Chri-
stmas.

Hi-Val will ofter one
day holiday gift wra-
pping to the public at
reasonable rates. 604
Kent. "

Hi-Val Farm and Ho-
me Supply.

3B-4tc
NEED CREDIT?

+GUARANTEED!

Receive Master-Card-
Visa with no credit
check. Bad-no credit
OK. For free brochure
send self-addressed st-
amped envelope to Ca-

pitol, Box 821428, Da-

llas, Texas 75382 or

call 214-234.3728.
BTFC

Holicays and party s
coming! Do you need
something to wear? Do
your clothes not fit
right, need new zip-
pers or just need men-
ding? Call Alyene 828-
4483 or ?&a

: <]

Does someone you
love have a drinking
problem? Is it aff-
ecting you life? If so,
AL-ANNON FAMILY
groups can heip! Mer-
kel group now meeting
weekly in the a.m. Call
284844 or 928-5087.

k 2. 1)

opecial holiday rates
housecleaning. Let us
help you get your
house clean before the
holidays .anz
cted guests. Also,
your orde rin for ho-
memade ples and ca-
kes. 928-4800 or 928-

BL
©-Xp
Real Estate

Lawn
Properties,
Inc. s

12

Pleasant Valley

3-2-2 plus office, fi-
replace, bullt-ins on 2
acres.

Merke!

14 X 65 Mobile, fe-
nced, garden spot, well
carport, Sun water line
paved on 2 sides re-
duced, owner carry
with small down.

25.98 Subdivision- 2
acre tracts, city uti-
lities plus cable, all or
part Call Betty

3-1-1 brick fenced,
close to school on
Avondale.

3-1-1- on Sunset, bri-
ck, fenced, nice yard

Avondale 31-1 fire-
place, storage, 2 car
carport, storage shed,
fenced yard, reduced.

Yucca Street, 3-3-2
fireplace, fenced 3 Ii-
ving areas, large home
reduced

Yucca street, nice
yard 2 bedroom home
could be four bedroom
If upstairs was finished
well, fenced.

Double wide mobile
home on 1.30 acres 3
miles North of Tye off
707.

New L isting Country
Club Drive, 2 story
3-2-2 plus balcony and
game room on golf
course, appraisal In
hand.

695-1880

Trent

Relisted and reduced
3.2-2 on 2 lots, central
heat. Could be sweat
equity

2 Story 4 Bedroom 2
baths, small equity
and assume, possible
lease option. Call Betty

Great sweat equity,
work for down 2-1-1 on
corner should be 3
bedroom .

Three bedroom large
home, shop, storage
shed on 2 lots, cash or
new loan.

3-bedroom, stucco
home plus 7 lots, ow-
ner anxious.

Call us. We have
listings in Abilene, Po-
tosi, Tuscola, Buffalo
Gap and Acreages.
After 5 call
Betty Stautzenberger
8826320
Mike Wheeler 678-1320

40-TFC

For sale 21 acre
tract, which can be
divided into 2 parts,
eligible for VA loan.

9.% acre tract §
miles South East of
town. Water and ele-
ctric available. Nice
place for a building

site. Cyrus Pee, Agent
928-5613

37-TFC

House for sale 3
bedroom house on Ta-
ylor after 6. Call 928
5380.

41-2tp

Land for sale one
half acre tracts, one
half mile South on FM
1235. After 6 call Ray
Pack 98,404

For Rent

SHANNUNSIDE
APARTMENTS
1, 2, 3 Bedroom
apartments, shag car-
pet, all electric, dish
wahser, grabage dis-
posal, central cooling
and heating. For more
information, call 928
S008.
TFC
Unfurnished apart-
ments for rent. 2 bed-
room $250 per month
$150 deposit. Call 928
4512 after S p.m.
BTFC
For rent: 3 bedroom
1 bath house for $236
per month. $150 de-
posit. See at 401 Man-
chester. Bryant Real-
tors. Abilene, 688-1638
0TFC
1, ¢ ur 3 Dearoom
mobile home for rent
in Merkel S28-4973.
77-TFC
MuoiLe HOME
SPACES FOR RENT
+In Merkel $50 per
month, VA and FHA
approved. Pat McAI-
ister, B48-4715 or 848
4808
TFC

ror Rent: 1 bedroom
garage apartment,
small 1 bedroom house
and 2 bedroom house.
Call after 6 528-4916.
41-2c

For Rent. 3 bedroom
house, $275 a month
plus deposit. Call 928
4501 after 6

42-TFC

For rent.clean brick
house, 2 bedroom, cen-
tral heat, refrigerator,
stove, big yard, ava-
ilable now. Call 928
5194,

42TFC

Garage sales

THINGS IN GEN-
ERAL will be closed
till Friday, January 13.
Have Credit Problems

We want to express
our deep appreciation
for our friends and
neighbors for the ex-
pressions of love and
sympathy during the
recent loss of our loved
one. For the beautiful
flowers, cards, and
food, they will always
be remembered.

The Homer Beaird

Family
The Lonnie Beaird
Family
The Imogene Williams
Family

NOTICE TOALL
PERSONS HAVING
CLAIMS AGAINST
THE ESTATE OF
DAVID O.JOLLY
DECEASED
+Notice Is hereby gi-
ven that original Let-
ters Testamentary for
the Estate of David O.
Jolly were issued on
November 17, 1983, In
Cause No. 16,028, pen-
ding in the County
Court of Taylor Co-
unty, Texas to:
ROSE JOLLY
The residence of su-
ch Executor is Taylor
County, Texas. The
post oftice aodress is:
c-0 George A. Gonzales
P.O. Box 5273

Abilene, Texas 79608
All persons having
claims against this
Estate which is cur-
rentiy being admini-
stered are required to
present them within
the time and in the
manner prescribed by
law.

DATED this the 1st

day of December, 1983.

George A. Gonzales

Attorney for the

Estate
40-4tc

THE STATE OF
TEXAS

TO: J. R. EDWARDS,
ANNIE L. STEVENS®
MRS. EULA SAND-
ERSON, MRS. WOO-
TEN STONE, J. P.
SHARP, A . E. LEWS,
SUSIE MOORE AND
ANNIE MOORE, De-
fendants Whereabouts
of such Defendants
Unknown, Defendants,
Greeting:

You are hereby co-
mmanded to appear by
filing a written answer
to the Plantiff's Pe-
tition at or before ten
o'clock A. M. of the
first Monday after the
expiration of forty-two
days from the date of
the issuance of this
citation, same being
Monday the 30th day of
January, 1984, at or
before ten o'clock A.
M. before the Hon-
orable 42nd District
Court of Taylor Co-
unty, Texas, at the
Court House of said
County in Abilen~, Te-
xas.

Said Plantiff's Pe-

Thursday

tition was filed in said
court, on the 7th day of
November, A D. 1983,
in this cause, num-
bered 38,512-A on the
docket of said court,
and styled, C. E. Cle-
mmer, ET UX Plan-
tiff, vs. J. R. Edwards,
Annie L. Stevens, Mrs.
Eula Sanderson, Mrs.
Wooten Stone, J. P.
Sharp, A. E. Lewis,
Susie Moore and Annie
Moore defendants.

The names of the
parties to the cause
are as followsy :

C. E. Clemmer and
Louise Marie Clemmer
are Plantiffs and J. R.
Edwards, Annie L. St-
evens, Mrs. Eula Sa-
nderson, Mrs. Wooten
Stone, J. P. Sharp, A.
E. Lewis, Susie Moore
and Annie Moore are
Defendants.

A brief statement of
the nature of this suit
is as follows, to wit:
Plantiff's claim own-
ership of certain real
property more fully
described below, and
ask for Judgement for
the title and posession
of the described pre-
mises, and for such
other relief as may be
entitied to Plantiffs.

Lots 1and 2, block A,
Martin Addition to the
City of Merkel, Taylor
County, Tex.

Lots 5 and 6, Block
D, Martin Addition to
the City of Merkel,
Taylor County, Tex.

Lots1,2 3,10, 11 and
12, Block G, Martin
Addition to the City of
Merkel, Taylor Coun-
ty, Texas

Lots 4, 5 6, 7, and 9,
Block G, Martin Ad-
dition to the City of
Merkel, Taylor Coun-
ty, Tex.
as Is more fully shown
by Plantiff's Petition
on file in this suit.

If this citation is not
served within ninety
days after the date of
it's issuance it shall be
returned unserved.

The officer execut-
ing this process shall
promptly execute the
same according to law,
and make due return
as the law directs.

Issued and given un-
der my hand and the
Seal of said Court, at
office in Abilene, Te-
xas, this the 16th day
of December A. D.
1983.

Attest:
Rilla Mahoney Clerk
42nd Dist. Court Tay-

lor County, Texas
by JoAnn Lackey De-
puty.
42-4tc
NOTICE BY
PUBLICATION
STATE OF TEXAS
+TO Whom it may
concern,
GREETINGS:
YOU ARE HEREBY

:

secscecde

December 22

The Classifie

ll.‘ww..........'

AR AR AR AR AR AAKAK
MERKEL DAIRY QUEEN

NOW SERVING BREAKFAST
FROM 6 AM TO 10 AM

HOMEMADE
BISCUITS & GRAVY
HOTCAKES
HAM EGGS SAUSAGE

120
ok

9285314

)¢

1983

COMMANDED to ap-
pear and answer be-
fore the honorable
326th District Court,
Taylor County, Texas,
at the Courthouse of
said county in Abilene,
Texas, at or before
10:00 o'clock a.m. of
the Monday next after
the expiration of 20
days from the date of
service of this citation
then and there to
answer the petition of
JAMES W. POOR and
wife, DEBRA GAIL
POOR, Petitioners, fi-
led in said Court on the
28th day of November,
1983 against the un-
known father, and sald
suit being numbered
9805-C on the docket of
said Court, and entitl-
ed “In the Interest of
CHRISTINE DAWN
LOFTON, an infant,"”
the nature of which
suit is a request to
terminate the parent-
child relationship-ado-
pt the infant. Said
infant was born the
28th day of July, 1983,

The banana does not grow
on a tree. It grows on an
herb—the largest known of
all plants without a woody
stem or solid trunk.

Call in your
Classifieds
928-5712

BISHOP PLUMBING

Service Heating Units
Small Repairs
and Remodel

Licensed & Bonded

Free Estimates
For Service Call

928-5712
928-5875

in Abilene, Texas. s ——T

The Court has au- ‘
thority in this suit to Mex’s Keweseki &
enter any judgement Konda
or decree in the in- is now Abllens’s
fant's interest which New Meads Desler.
will be binding upon 's4 Honda 3-Wheelers
you, including, but not in stock
necessarily limited to,
the termination of the MIN. w‘
parent<child relations- Abllene, Toxas
hip, the determination 673-4636
of paternity, and the
appointment of a con- L——-——-—-J
servator with author- —
ity to consent to the ROOF'NG
infant’'s adoption.

Issued and given un- AND ROOF
der my hand and seal
of said Court at Abi- REPAIR ALL
lene, Texas, this the
12th day of December, TYPES
1983.
Rilla Mahoney
Clerk of the District ANGEL LERMA
Court of Taylor Coun-
ty, Texas e
by Kelly Gandy, De- 928-5419

puty.

An olepham may consume
500 pounds of hay and 60
gallons of water in a single
day.

928-5872

202 CHERRY

e e e A o o e o ok ke 2 kK

weo— FISH NIGHT

SERVED 5-9:30 PM
DELICIOUS FARM RAISED
FRESH CATFISH DINNER
REGULAR DINNER—33 99

LARGE DINNER 3499

928-5314
I-20
s ok 24 o e 2 o ok o S 34 o ok e o o e e ae A ok ok e ok

The Merkel Mail

Cloy A. Richards—Editor-Co-P ublisher
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Published at 916 N. 2nd, Merkel, Texas and
entered as Second Class Mail at the U. S. Post
Office, Merkel, Texas 79536
Subscription rates are $9.50 per year in county
$11 in Texas and $12.50 out of state.
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NATIONAL NEWS PHOTOGRAPHERS
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NOTICE

Typographical or other errors must be
brought to our attention before the second
insertion or claims for refund will not be
recognized.

CLASSIFIED RATES

Classifieds are $2 for the first 18 words

and 10 cents for each additional word

paid in advance. A 75 cent bllling fee Is

added to all charged ads.

LEGAL RATES
Legal notices are 55 cents per line for the
first irseriion and 45 cents per line for
each 2. 'litlonal insertion.

.....

Merkel's Oldest Business
Publishing Week |y since 1889

Congress Shall Make No Law Abridging the
F 1wedom of the Press

The U.S.A. contains 204,696 miles of railroad track!

TATS  OTHER BRAND TIRES.
. FIXED AVAILABLE
‘ F& W TIRE CO. |
| 102 KENT i
$ 928-5627 «
{

GOODYEAR TIRES & TUBES |

1 Gal Antl Freeze With Purchase
00 zor Muo New Tires

1202 PINE

S AL 1S LS LSNP OO & P L A7 S

677-2413 ¢

s

’Ag .‘."...."“..’ggitl‘N’év"
&
iREPAIRS & PATCHING
A ’
: DICKERSON :
: 846-4361 :
- ©28-4116 *
* INSPECTED SEPTIC SYSTEMS &
$ COMPLETE BACKHOE SERVICE
b&t;;&;!;.;;;;.;;;vttsttttttt
ML Y Al e s 2R 2 “ET ~ 4l 7l AN
N LESTER HUMPHREY N
N N
& TERMITE AND PEST CONTROL ©
\ Q
3

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
SEYMORE INSURANCES

.Auto, Property, General Liability
Crop. Health, Life, Disability, Tax-shelters,
retirement, Educational plans

102 EDWARDS 928-5379
FARMERS UNION SERVICE POINT

MRRRRNRAE AR RRA AR AAAAERAATIIRRY

s Dozers A s »
% Graders Drives & Pods 3
* »
* L4
+ RIGGAN DIRT CONSTRUCTION 2
s Night 848-3211 Day 8384084 2

»
» -
g Du:!p :.:::n Olitield :

ac Residential

T Septics Conservatien v

L 284 Qggittitttntﬁtt“tiﬁtﬁﬁt’

NGO OO

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

ALL TYPES
PLUMBING SUPPLY

CONSOLIDATED PLUMBING

Radio Dispatched Trucks
For Fast Dependable Service
102 KENT
828-5627 or $28-5263 v
OLD & NEWWORK
BACKHOE & TRENCHER

WATTS/MOORE

D!RT CONSTRUCTION
SEPTIC SYSTEMS

WATER LINES
ROADS-DRIVES-PADS

:SAND-GRAVEL-CALICHE
FREE ESTIMATES 928-5534

SERVICE }

SALES

STANFORD’S
FISHING HUNTING

STEREO
123 KENT

o

MERKEL
928-5762

" CAL TEX FEED YARD INC. |
TRENT, TEX.

Now buying Cattle.
and Hay

R. L. or Rex Blana

862-6111

862-6179

PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
CEMETERY

HEADSTONES
BURIAL INSURANCE

LIFE INSURANCE
STARBUCK FUNERAL HOME|
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§ The playground equipment at Merkel
Elementary didn’t look too inviting last

Friday as the Merkel area

about two inches of snow. [Staff photo by
Melanie Richards)
received

Nine employees at Walls Manufacturing
here recelved their five year service pins
Dec. 14. Those employees are Donna

Bauer,
Thongbai Hayes,
Shirley DuPont,

Mary Sparks,

Rhonda Atkinson,
Elfida Dela Cruz,
Carolyn Russell and Connie Aldrete.

§ Presenting the awards were Ron Istre,
vice president of manufacturing; Pete
Devaney, personnel director and Wayne
Palmer, Merkel plant manager.

Rose Cubriel,

Preceptor Eta
Omega meets

Preceptor Eta Om-
ega chapter ot Beta
Sigma Phi met Tues-
day for their regular
meeting in the home of
Opal Garner

Mamie Steck, pre-
sident called the meet-
ing to order and a
report of all standing
committees were gi-
ven.

A program was qi-
ven on art and scul-
pture by Opal Garner
and Betty Satterwhite.

Each member bro-
ught a candle to ex-
change and also de-
sserts were exchanged
along with the recipe.

Refreshments were
served to Betty Con-
ley, Louise DuBose,
Liz Eager, Kathy Le-
verich, Betty Satter-
white, Mamie Steck,
Ruth Tipton, Jane Ca-
rson and Opal Garner.

Writer says
DWI laws
getting tough

Dear Editor;

During the 1983 reg-
ular session of the
Texas Legislature, a
.new Driving While In-
toxicated law was pa-
ssed. It will have a
dramatic effect on dri-
vers who are arrested
on DWI charges and
those convicted of
DwW.

The new law goes
into effect on January
1, 1984. As author of
this bill in the Texas
Senate | feel a respon-
sibility to make sure
that as many Texans
as possible know about
the new law.

This Is the Holiday
Season, and we may be
able to save lives
during this peak travel
and celebration period.

Best wishes for a
safe Holiday Season.

Sincerely
Bill Sarpalius
State Senator

Dirstict 31

Fe

* WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

* SELF SERV GAS

* OPEN 24 HOURS FOR YOUR
CONVEMIENCE

* PRICES EFFECTIVE

DECEMBER 22-24. 1983

8IX PACK
8249

s 99°

PN | .--r_'.'.x

4

CRISPY REG. *1.38

= Tostitos

LARGE
BAG

3109

COOKED FOOD SPECIAL AS FEATURED ON TV.

~”.CORN DOGS ++" 2

89°

DIPS

BRAWNY ASST. PAPER |NORTHERN BATHROOM ASST.

« TOWELS | « TISSUE

¢ 50"

BORDEN'S WHIPPING

JUMBO 590 4 RoLL 890
Ty

PO ITT TAT INEINE T JNE P e

Special
Holiday
Discounts

General Electric Refrigerators
Top Mount oj Side-by-Side

Mode! TBF220
22 Cu. Fi. of Storage
Convenience, Flexibility
e 7.05cu. ft freezer, 2 ice trays
removable bin
e One full-width and two adjust-

Adjustable sheives,

convertible meat keeper

e 1968 cu ft no-frost refrigerator

e 68 cu N freezer with adjus!-
able shelves

able split-level steel shelfves * Moist ‘N Fresh sealed high-
e Controlled climates help keep humidity pan
food fresh up to 15 days * Meat keeper with adjustable

e Two high-humidity jJumbo temperature control. convert
pans for moisture-'oving to vegetable storage
vegetables ‘ e Automatic Energy saver system

¢ One lower-humidity pan for helps cut operating cost

fruits, berries e Only 30" wide

$86 900

Your Choice
for Only

DUAL WAVE™ Microwave

Model JET20RD

« Spacious | 4 ou R oven * Convenient Recipe Guide
|VILY On conLrul panal provides
+ Dual Wave™ microwave quick reference of
SyStem designed for good oOKINg Lmes and power
ooKing results leveis of often prepared

odel DDES | 00D Blsctric

« Large capacity dryer « Removable up front lint

o Four cycles— regular filter o Time Cooking with e
permanent press, dam; e Separale start switch 680 minute timer witt * Double Duty™ shalf
dry and dewrinkle o Three exhaust direction first 10 minutes * “Microwave Guide and

axpandsd for added
Oexibuigy

Cookbook™ inciuded
* | Year Pull Warranty —
In Home Servios Pars &

« Three drying selections—
normal, low and no-heat

« Durable poroelain enamel

options

379

« Varabie Power Level

Control for added versa Lahor ) | See Warranty for
finish on clothes drum ity in cooking and Detalls
dafrosting

,____

|
25" Diagonal | onwoou‘m‘

COLOR ,
CONSOLE

19"

Diagonal |
- ~'.===- COLORTV

e in-Line Black Ma(r ix Picture Tube -Sharonm
Control @ Digitai Channel Numbers

®@ Mediterranean Styling .. Cabinet Constructed of
Pecan¥inish Genuine Hardwood Solids, Wood
Composition Board and Simulated Wood Accents

NCIuIng 42 UNSCramDIed cabie channels

oAy nowonwy 795

25PC4844P

®in-Line Black Matrix Picture Tube ® Sharpness
Control m Digital Channel Numbers a Wainut
Finish on High-impact Plastic

INCIUAING 40 UNSCTAMBISd Cable - hannel

Mode!

19pC37e2w  NOW ONLY ‘589

OUR QUALITY PROMISE

WE SELL

BACKS UP EVERY GE VIDEO PRODUCT

A financing program for
General Electric major

WE FINANCE
24 MONTHS  Smisrsas

PALMER PONTIAC
GMC & GE

928-5113
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THE MERKEL MAIL

Christmas poems by

Merkel Elementary authors

The following Christmas tho-
ughts were written by the
students of Jane Roberts at
Merkel Elementary

Christmas Poem

People think Christmas is just
giving and getting presents. But
it's really the time of the year
that there should be peace on
earth and goodwil!l towards man
and celebrating Jesus Christ's
birthday

Michael Moreno
My Christmas

We hund mistietoe
And watched it snow
| hung my stocking
While Granny was rocking
We had lots of decorations
For our Christmas celebration
On the tree we put a star
Then we heard a car
The guests walked through
snowdirfts
While carrying our gifts
| ate a peppermint stick
While | waited for St. Nick

Travis Williams

Christmas is fun
Christmas is good
Christmas is a time to give

And everybody should
John Boswell
Santa's brig. .\
Santa’'s full of delight
Santa’'s merry
With a nose like cherry
Santa’'s sleigh is usually full of
SNOw
He comes down the chimney
with a ho-ho-ho
Christine Campbell
Christmas time is very near,
Toys and gifts are almost here
So let's give a big, big ‘“‘cheer"
For ‘ol Santa's eight tiny
aindeer
Oh listen, is that Santa | hear?
Amber Backley
Baby Jesus was a beautiful
baby when he was born
Heaven was excited and the
angel blew her horn
Everyone celebrated with rice
and corn
Angie Leverich
Santa Claus gets mad
when his children are bad
Santa says, ‘‘Mind Mom and
Dad,”
And you'll make Santa very
glad
Betsy Hellums

The wooden tloor was cold on

my feet

| could smell Christmas dinner
cooking

Boy, | love to eat

| can see the tree with red and
green lights
Santa had been there, much to
my delight
He left me a new bike
Tony Weaver

On Christmas eve we always
meet
To sing carols on our street
We sing three or four
In front of each neighbor’'s door.

Jennifer Huffman

| can not wait for Christmas
night
When all the lights are shining
bright
Down the chimney comes Santa
Claus
To fill the stockings without a
pause
Mary gets a small baby doll
Tommy gets a big red doll.
He leaves us then with a
ho-ho-ho
And disappers in the falling
SNOW

Melanie Baker

Riggan’'s have

new daughter

Mr. and Mrs. Donnie |
Riggan are proud to
announce the birth of a
daughter, Sunny Bro-
oke, born Nov. 9 at
6:45 p.m. at Hendrick
Medical Center

She weighed 7 po
unds, 6 ounces and wa
20 and a half inche |
xor\g ‘

Grandparents inclu-
de Mr. and Mrs. Bill
Bob Neff and Do
nggah and the
Jimmy Riggan a
Merkel and Mr. an
Mrs. Ray Martin of
Abilene. Great-grand- i
parents are Mrs. Ford
Butman of Merkel and
Mrs. E. H. Martin of
Claude
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HOPING THAT GIFTS OF
JOY WILL COME TO EVERYONE!
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TO ALL A

Old St. Nick will soon be coming down
your chimney and we’d like to “present”
you with our best wishes tor a joyful holiday

FARMERS & MERCHANTS

At st ot S ey

NATIONAL BANK FDIC

Merke! Elementary student put on
thelir annual Christmas musical last
Tuesday and this aroup performed ‘‘The

Mer kel -Middle School students had a
chance last week to show their patrio-
tism at an assembly last week. Different

A cold spot — Mount Washington in New Hampshire
clocked winds at 231 miles per hour one April day in 1934

.= OLD-TASHIONED
HOLIDAY CHEIZR

ilere’s hoping that you and yours will

know every happiness of this season.

BRAGGS

213 EDWARDS 928-5811

?%#ﬁ#ﬁ%#ﬁ%#ﬂ#ﬂ

}
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4
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a wreath of best wishes to all
our wonderful loyal friends.

HAROLD
& REBA

WALKER
SR A DG D AT ITID IS

Olu'ia’rmae Blogeinge

We thank you for your patron‘;ge.

TJd &TTIRE CO.
R

i2 Days of Christmas’ complete with
visual aids. [Staft photo by Cioy A.
Richards|

groups recited e Fladge of Alleglapce
and the wimmers were freated to a Coke
Party. [Staftf photo by Melanie RI-

chards
Chnistmaos
Meviments
4 BILLY E.
- CPA
112 EDWARDS 928-5663

Our
Christmas
Blessings

Pl.l«( on aril

Iou l’(/ nmen

WILSON'S JEWELERS

141 EDWARDS 928-5621

=
;
§ .

Peare
A
Larth

, | /may all the blessings of

this Holy Day be yours.

SEYMORE INSURANCE

MACK, IDA, STACY, & TEE)]

|
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Merkelites send Christmas wishes

Dear Santa,

We would like your help this
Christmas.

Sandra would like to get a big
doll and some dishes, clothes -
tops size 8-10, dresses 10, hat
and gloves and shoe size one and
a half- two.

Nicholas would like to get a
wagon, some trucks, clothes
shirts size 7, pants size 7, shoes
size twelve and a half to one, hat
and gloves and a good winter
coat.

Luckie Don would like to get a
bicycle, some trucks, some
clothes shirt size 10-12, pants
size 10-12 slim, shoes size 5, hat
and gloves, and a good winter
coat.

We would like some games,
and food also. | would like a
good camera and some film. We
would appreciate any help we
can get.

Thank you
Williams Family

Dear Santa Claus:

My name is Lillie White. This
is what | want for Christmas. 1
coat Size M, long, black; 1 pair
boots size 7, 1 camera, 6 pairs of
leg warmers.

Lillie N. White
Dear Santa Claus:
My letter starts like this.

Xi Nu Eta meets

Every year when | think it Is
time for Christmas, | would put
up my Christmas tree, then on
the table | would leave a plate of
cookies and a glass of milk for
you. Here is my Christmas
list,

| want this things for Christ-
mas. | want 2 pairs of pants,
Wranglers, blue jeans size 7
(that will be 28 X 24), 4 shirts
size M dress shirts, 1 pair of
Nike high tops men’'s 6 and a
half, 1 am-fm 8 track and
cassette player a big one with a
record players on it, 1 apir of
Cowboy boots size 7 and a half. 1
coat size M black and grey. That
is what | want for Christmas
this year.

Love You
Sheila White

My name is Bena White. This
is what | want for Christmas
this year. 1 pair of skates size 8
and a half, 1 coat size M black
and white, 1 tv set Iin my

bedroom, 2 pairs of blue jeans
Wrangler size 7 that will be 28 X
34, 3dress shirts size M 1 pair of
Nike's high tops size 6 and a ha!f
mens.
Bena White

Dear Santa Claus

My name is Tommy White and
here is my Christmas list. |
want a dirt bike, 3 pairs of blue
jean pants size 28 X 36, 4 dress
shirts size 14, 1 pair of Nike's the
ankle ones, one coat size 14,
That's all | want for Christmas.

Tommy White

Dear Santa Claus

Hi. My name is Nancy White
and | am 7 yearsold and | am in
the 1st grade and | like going to
school. This is what | want for
Christmas.

| want a black Cabbage Patch
Doll, 4 pairs of pants size 7 small
kids, 2 dresses size 6, 3 dress
shirts size 6 for small kids, 1
pair of dress shoes size 12 small
kids, 1 coat size small in little

kids, 1 huff bike

That is all |

Christmas this year
Nancy Liegh White Age 7

Dear Santa Claus
How are you? We hope you are
doing OK.

We would like to tell you what
we would like for Christmas. We
have been very good this year.

For Tamara some new boots,
a Crayola Caddy, some Garfield
Houseshoes, and a set of

want for

Lock-Blocks

For Jenna some new boots, a
cobbler's bench and hammer
set, some new earrings, and
some new houseshoes.

And Santa Claus, please bring
something good for our Grand-
ma's and our Granddad, be-
cause they have been very good
this year too.

We love you and we will see
you at Christmas

Tamra and Jenna

Dear Santa
| haven't been a very good boy
this year but I'll try harder to
behave. Please remember me
this Christmas. Here's a list of
toys 1'd like to have. 1 Knight
Rider Car, 2 He-Man and Skull
Castle, 3 Golf Clubs, 4 Building
blocks, 5 Star Wars set.
That's it. Thank you Santa.
P.S. | like your beard.
Best Wishes
Chris Guest

A car that shifts manually
has been estimated to get an
average of two miles more
per gallon of gas than a car
with automatic shift.

The Xi Nu Eta cha-
pter of Beta Sigma Phi
held their December
meeting in the home of
Jana Nelson, Rt. 3
View.

All members were
present and after a
business meeting was
adjourned, Mrs. Nel-
son gave her two pro-
grams on ‘‘The Art of
Decorating: Principles
of Art in the Home,"
and ‘‘Textiles: Prac-
tical and Decorative
Uses in the Home.'' A
Christmas poem was
read to the chapter to
get everyone in the
Christmas Spirit for

social and Santa Claus.
Santa passed out gifts
to each of the mem-
bers from their Secret
Sisters. After the Clo-
sing Ritual and the
Mitzpah, refreshments
were served and the
semi-annual drawing
for the mini-badge was
held.

The next meeting
will be held in the
home of Kathy Dacy,
4834 Circle 20 in Abi-
lene. Anyone wishing
to attend or desiring
membership into the
chapter should contact
membership chairman
Jana Nelson at 682-0111
or Marilyn Tittle at

We're taking this opportunity
our best Christmas wishes to all of you.

BEN FRANKLIN

‘ [

Time again to say, have
a very Merry Christmas
and a Hoppy New Year!

PRECEPTOR

to extend
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It’s such a pleasure to say

thank you to our many friends
and customers at Christmas.

CONSOLIDATED

PLUMBING

F & W TIRE CO.
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the cookie exchange

201 KENT 928-4933

Glad Tidings
To You And Yours.
May the joy and
happiness felt at

Christmas be with you
all year long.

P&L
AUTO PARTS-

135EDWARDS 928-5671 /49"
R R - .- \‘i'

May Santa pre- 4
sent you with the
gayest Holiday

Season!

DUBOSE TEXACO

1-20 928-5822

& T AUTOMOTIVE

D

924 N 1ST 928-4954
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Robert Harris of Merkel received an
honorary Chapter Farmer degree at the
FFA District Banquet held at the
Abilene Civic Center Dec. 12. Lyle
Baker. a FFA student was also elected
District Reporter. [Photo by Connie

Harris|

¥ris Harris had the Grand Champion
and Reserve Champion Socuthdown la-
mbs at the Merkel Stock Show this
past Saturday. [Photo by Connie Harris]
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By: Billy E. Clark,
CPA
112 Edwards
Mer kel
9285663

§ Charitable contributions provide an
opportunity for doing good to others
while receiving a break on your income
taxes.

§ Most people think in terms of cash
donations, but should consider contribu-
tions of usable items to charitable
organizations.

§ In our consumer-oriented society, we
tend to throw away items when you are
finished with them: You may be
throwing away valuable tax dollars.

§ Before year's end, look into finding
those items you are finished with. Many
organizations will pick these items up
| and provide a receipt to help support
l your tax deduction.

. § Maintain a list of what you donate with
falr market values. Why not help
someone and let your government pay
~ you with reduced taxes.

§ Good luck!

Thursday, December 22 1983

2 (losc friends, happy families, warm
fires, good health . . . wishing you

every happiness this season!

CHRIS YOUNG
INSURANCE 4

All of us wish all
, of you a very
Merry Christmas
and Happy New
Year. We wish to
thank all of our
new and old
friends for their
patronage.

NeTeNeIss

- s
eNoNeloReNeNo

| II%S
| CIRCLE A

WESTERN HOUSE & |
ADCOCKS CLEANERS
WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL i

THEIR DEAR FRIENDS FOR /

|
% THEIR CONTINUED ////
| _PATRONAGE /' /" |

& We would like to thank you, our loyal
;3 friends, for your patronage this year.
It has been a real pleasure serving all of you.

1510 N 18T LFREDO’S 928-5137
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B VULETIDE GREETINGS
* From Old St. Nick

2" From all of us to all of
you, a sleigh-full of
wishes — Have a
very merry Christmas
and may your heart
be light . . . Enjoy this
season of happiness
with childhood
delight. Meny
Christmas to
everyone!

y CARSONS
" SUPER

217 EDWARDS
928-5231

Wishing you health
and happiness
during this joyous

season and in the
coming year.

HIGGINBOTHAM
- BARTLETT CO.

I KRAUSE

ABILENE FARM
SUPPLY

3526 S TREADAWAY 692-2255

COMPARE CLOSELY...and you’ll invest
in Krause Tillage iImplements!

on good used farm equipment:

MF -1150 Diesel, V-8 JU 4440 Diesel,
AC 5030 Diesel PFWD stat

JD-7720 24’ Hydro-

JD 4430 Diesel JD-7700 24' Hydro-
JD 4820 Diesel stat

JD 7520 Diesel, 4WD | JD-106 19’ LP

JD 4020 LP

JD 4010 LP

JD 730 LP

IHC 1206 Diesel &
Cab

IHC 706 LP

IHC 660 Diesel
IHC 560 Diesel
IHC 460 Gas

Case 1030 Diesel

4
¥
1“
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Helping others

by Russell McAnally

The Upper Room, a dally
devotional, last week gave an
account of a 12 year old boy
giving away the few dollars he
had saved to buy his Mom a
Christmas present. He saw a
poor man in a meat market
looking at different pieces of
meat and then counting his
money to see if he could pay for
it. The boy handed his few
dollars to the man and rushed
out before the gift could be
refused. Going home, the boy
reported to his mother what had
happened to the money that was

Huoy Hammona was hostess
to members of the Fortnightly
Study Club for a Christmas
party in her home Dec. 13.
Christmas decorations in the
entertaining room and long
dresses worn by the guests
added to the atmosphere of the
occaslon.

Club president Alwyne San-
dusky welcomed members and
guests and reminded members
to answer roll call by telling
where they plan to spend Christ-
mas. Program Chairman Alice

to buy her a present. Her reply
was '‘What you have done is the
best present you could give
me."

A few days ago, another
writer urged everyone to do
something good for someone at
Christmas time. And then |
remembered my thoughts about
doing something good for some-
one this Christmas.

| would really like to go to a
service station on the Interstate
and wait for a family to come
along who really needed some-
thing special for Christmas. |
could bring them home with me

King announced the program,
which included group singing of
Christmas songs and a talk by
the guest speaker, Rev. John
Wagoner, pastor of the First
United Methodist Church.

She said that Christmas Iis
best described as seen through
the eyes of a child. She also read
a poem relating to this belief.

Kathryn Rister accompanied
by Jan McCoy at the piano, led
the group in singing several
Christmas songs. She then play-
ed the Harp and sang ‘‘What

Thursday

December 22, 1983

rage v

have a good Christmas

and give them a good dinner.
There would be enough left over
from my own Christmas dinner
for another family. Someone
might pick up a hitchhiker and
take them out to Christmas
dinner. Or, it would be good to
take a Turkey to someone who
who would like to have one for
Christmas.

Something like this would be
fine, but the family we had for
dinner might take the silver-
ware with them, The hitchhiker
might leave you bv the side of
the road without your money or
your car, but with a bullet in

Fortnightly Club holds

Child is This."

Rev. Wagoner began his talk
on Christmas by giving a brief
Bible quiz about the Christmas
story. Members answered ques-
tions about the different people,
places and things concerning the
Christmas story and named the
books in the Bible where the
answers are found.

In discussing genealogy found
in the Bible, he said that Jesus
came to earth as a human being
just like us and lived on earth in
order to show us how to live. His

His family. He read a

your body. The family you took
the turkey to might find the
head of the house Iin a sad
condition. You might see that
there would have been money
for a turkey of he had not spent
it for drink. It might not be this
way at all- but can you take a
chance?

It is such a tragedy that just a
few people make it difficult to
help people real'y in need.

There is another thing we
need to keep In mind as we seek
to help someone this Christmas.
People in need must have help,
but. we should remember that

we have been created with a
need to help people. Our need to
help people is as great as the
need to be helped. Most people
have known the joy and sati-
sfaction of being able to help
someone. People may die phy-
sically or spiritually if we do not
help them. Many people do die
physically or ¢)iritually because
they never desire to help
anyone

Helping people in need is a
necessity, but being helpful is
just as important to our well

being. There are many ways you
can find to help someone, and If

you will look around, before you
know it, YOU will see an

opportunity to do something for

someone who really needs the

help, and it will be such a

blessing to you and will make

for a meaningful Christmas.

As you make a better Christ-
mas for someone else, s0 will
your Christmas be for you.

A real Christmas means ‘‘For
God so loved the worl that he
gave.."

Christmas dinner

work is carried on through us as
Christians, and we are part of
letter
written by a little girl in Syria at
Christmas time, giving her
message to Jesus. A prayer
concluded his talk. )

After members exchanged
gifts from the Christmas tree,
refreshments were served to
Miss Mary Colling, Miss Avis
Deavers, Mrs. S. C. Dixon, Mrs.
Mack Fisher, Miss Mildred
Hamm, Mrs. J. W. Hammond,
Mrs. Comer Haynes, Mrs. Orvel

Hill, Mrs. Buster Horton, Mrs.
Allen King, Mrs. C. B. Knight,
Mrs. Burl McCoy, Mrs. Curtis
Rister, Mrs. Perry Rogers, Mrs.
Phillip Pursley, Mrs. Ed San-
dusky, Mrs. C. M. Seymore,
Mrs. Andy Shouse, Mrs. Alf

The Big Country Jistrict FFA

Banquet was held Dec. 12 at the
Abilene Civic Center and the
Trent Chapter was awarded the
Superior Chapter award.

Attending from Trent were

Walla, Miss Maurine White,
Mrs. Ray Wilson, Mrs. Billy Bob
Neff, and Mrs. Dent Gibson...
members and three guests, Mrs.
Morris Snyder and Lorene Mid-
kiff of Moran and Rev. John
Wagoner .

Trent well represented at district FFA confab

Casey Johnson, Joey McGloth-
lin, Patrick Penton, Doyle Bre-
nem; members Billy Williams
as a voting delegate, Mike Ray,
advisor and wife Donna, Lisa
Slaton, sweetheart and her
parents Wayne and Lora Slaton.

We won’t change our minds

about wishing you and yours

a Merry

" 4
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Christmas!
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Cloy, Melanie, Kim, & Joey Richards & Dale Hammond
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PRICES GOOD

DEC 21 thru 29

STORE HOURS | SUPER FOAM

7230 AM -6:30PM ‘

MON thru SAT } 11 OZ $139 3 LB $ 29
CLOSED SUNDAY J CAN ] CAN

-
SHAVING CREAM

RISE

CREAMY

CRISCO

CINCH 15 OZ CANDY

cornsread | CANES
MIX 59 25 79¢

FARM FRESH

12 CT

| BROWN & SERVE
PDINNERROLLS 899 AIRWICK $1¢°

WITH *10 IN TRADE OR MORE
EXCLUSIVE OF CIGARETTES

2 FOR| CARPET FRESH 14 OZ CAN

DEL MONTE 15 OZ ASST

TREE TOP
GAL JUG

JA ¢; | DIPS
éﬁiptiprHOLCE 201 89 $029

T FOREMOST

IN JUICE OR SUGAR ¢’ Fa’g,@\g“ - WHIPPING
PINEAPPLE =« O95% milk SL2W

CREAM
& 43¢

_/FROZEN FOODS

| DUNCAN HINES

BIRDSEYE

HERSHEYS

C RANBERRY SAUCECAN53¢‘ ]

DEL MONTE 303 CS WHOLE LOWFAT

Green BEANS 270 @Q¢

DEL MONTE 303

' CHOCOLATE

MILK | CHIPS

SARA LEE

COOL TOPPING
WHIP &0z s

GREEN GIANT 10 OZ BOX
,BROCCOLI OR CAULIFLOWER

NCHEESE SAUCE 89
POUND CAKE:$159

CAKE

MIXES

79¢

DUNCAN HINES

FROSTING

69°

18 OZ

o 69¢ & 89 2::69°

F ¢ & | n b i R.T.S. CREAM

Goony CORN x99 cone .57 5o SIRAWBERRIES x69°| or $119
SWEET PEAS 2 FOR 99¢ 2 BAG ] IMPERIAL CAN
IBBYS 303 BAKERS | KRAFTS ——
EHMOE'S/!N CAN 5 3 ¢ ANGEL FLAKE MéRSHEMELLOW SUG AR e A0
Goom CORN 2v0x 7Q¢ COCONUTCREAM 5.~ gy 79 | CHEESE
T / 10 OZ
BISCUITS 1 rer 59‘1: 02 6Q%| e B3| w0 ave crmore | s $149

EZZ? | E)E;ST | x:gzg: Y MARYLAND CLUB INSTANT TEA REG DIET SUGAR FREE
MINTS NoG  BROTH COFFEE LIPTON COCA

You'll Rememben With Pleasune . _
covT. \ / - L 4 |AUNT JEMIMA
INSPECTED e, W

PLUMP, TENDER
FLAVORFUL

ROADBREASTED

HORMEL
SMOKED

HAMS

PHILADELPHIA

cream CHEESE

DRY BUTT IN
CURED OR SHANK LB slI 49 EARLY

riee OLIVES

{(PLATES socrexe

118 30z
 ARMOUR STAR BASTED CAN $ ] Lz\?l JAR $ .I 69 QB(L)ITT:fE 89 ¢
THEWRKE' ' ~ o RED DELICIOUS

$'|98

MEAL YELLOW 5 1BS $] 19

KRAFT JET OR MINIAUTURE 10 OZ BAG

MARSHMALLOWS 43 ¢

8 OZ PKG 89¢
300 CAN 89¢

COLA

COUNTRY STYLE

BACON SLAB SLICED BtJBLK

ang ng‘&gsos 3 LB CAN $7390EL MONTE 22 07 $ 149
coct st pomn w1 89| VELPICKLES  «e ¥1
ROAST ormmin ' ¥} PV S0 wor $7129
FRES BEEF STEW ‘cax
pork CHOPS ENL%ACr:” B s] 49 LIQUID
CHOICE BEEF PACKER TRIMMED $] 69 DETERGENT SUNLIGHT
LEAN POUND LEMON
?HOR'JE?E'E(FET CENTER CUT $ 89 OXYDOL B2C2)TCT)LZEM;] 09
GPOOOCRHKBRCHOPS e 4 1 K'NG SIZE BOUNTY
FRANKS fGohe  99F¢ TOWELS

3 ROLL $229

PACK

The JUICY. CRISPY Kind

You LIKE BEST

WASH

POUND 4 9 ¢

29¢

GOLDEN

BANANAS '®

FRESH

CELERY

SUNKIST

ORANGES

LG STALK

59°
FRESH

LB 39¢
BROCCOLI 1+ 59"

CRANBERRY 120z 7Q¢

TEXAS RUBY RED
LB 25¢

GRAPEFRUIT
39°¢

GOLDEN
sweer YAMS 8
$ 'l 29

RUSSE!

SPUDS

10 LB BAG

PARADE
PEANUT

SMUCKERS WISE

STRAWBERRY | COTTAGE FRIES
BUTTER| PrReservEs| CHIPS
18 OZ JAR

93¢ | 18189 1293

DOUBLE COUPONS

ON WEDNESDAY
EACHWEEK
Will double your savings
This offer excludes retalil,
Get one free, Cigarette or tobacco
coupons and Refund Certificates
Coupon valye cannot
exceed value of the item
Limit rights reserved
Offer good for limited
time only

WE WELCOME FOOD STAMPS
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