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Prairie Acres wants to say 
‘Thank You’ to all the local First 
Responders with an Appreciation 
Luncheon on Wednesday, July 26 
at noon. All local first responders 
are invited to come out for lunch.

First 
Responders 
Luncheon 

Squaw Basketball Camp will 
be held July 24-26 from 9 a.m. to 
11:45 a.m. at the FHS gym. Reg-
istration will be held Monday, 
July 24 at 8:45 a.m. 

Squaw Volleyball Camp will 
be held July 26-28. Camp reg-
istration will be on Wednesday, 
July 26 at 1:15 p.m. with camp 
being held from 1:30-4:30 p.m. 
but will return to the 9-11:45 
a.m. schedule for Thursday and 
Friday.

Both camps are open to 3rd 
through 8th graders. Cost per 
session is $40 with discounts for 
school personnel, sisters or going 
to both camps. Campers will re-
ceive a camp t-shirt.

Sessions are conducted by the 
FHS coaching staff. Proceeds 
from the camps go to FHS Girls’ 
Athletics. For more information, 
call (575) 749-2880. 

*****
The Friona Football Camp 

will be held at July 24-26 for 3rd 
through 8th grade boys. The cost 
is $20. Please make checks out to 
Friona Football.

Friona 
Sports 
Camps

dana jameson photos
Cargill Meat Solutions created the No. 1 Cheeseburger at the 12th Annual Cheeseburger 
Festival. Members of the team are, l-r, Keeston Ford, Andrew Livingston, Schuyler Mullins, 
Micah Ford, Casey Balak, Clay Maynard, Preston Lawrence, Samantha Judd, Lalo Her-
mosilla, Thomas Long, and Julian Cereceres(squatting).

”Big Red” FISD Football Coaches took 
home 2nd place honors. Members of the 
team are, l-r, David Towner, Luis Puga, 
Tommy Deleon, Daniel Rosales, Nancy 
Rosales, Jake Ebeling, Jimmy Arias, 
Carrie Arias, and Adam Nix

Whiteface Ford “Patty 
Daddies” grabbed 
People’s Choice honors. 
Representing the team 
were John Gallard and 
Jose Morales.

Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion Service will host “Sew 
Much Fun” on Monday, July 31, 
2017 at the Bovina XIT Recre-
ation Center, 205 North Street 
in Bovina from 6-7:30 p.m. The 
cost for the event is $10 and par-
ticipants must RSVP by July 25 
to (806) 251-5120.

Join this fun Youth Summer 
Sewing Workshop and learn how 
to make a clutch or a pillowcase. 
No prior experience necessary. 
Space is limited to 10 and you 
must call to reserve your spot.

Sew 
Much 
Fun

The 12th Annual Cheese-
burger Festival is now in the 
history books and bragging 
rights belong to Cargill for their 
first place win with a jalapeño 
popper dip cheeseburger, the 
FISD Football coaches (and 
spouses) “Big Red” for their 
2nd place grilled cheese topped 
cheeseburger, and Whiteface 
Ford “Patty Daddies” for their 
People’s Choice old-fashioned 
cheeseburger. Cargill donated 
their $1,000 prize to the Action 
for an Ambulance Fund.

Additional teams compet-
ing this year were Street Auto 
Group, Xcel Energy, First Na-
tional Bank, Southwest Cheese 
“The Bolds”, TB Square (Three 
Brothers Squared), and High 
Plains Farms.

Judges for the event were 
Lauren Heinrich from Con-
gressman Jodey Arrington’s 
Lubbock Office, Clovis City 
Commissioner Tom Martin, 
Amarillo Globe News writer 
Jon Mark Beilue and Veteran 
Cheeseburger Judge Scott Hay-
ward. 

Approximately 3,000 festi-
valgoers were not disappointed 
by the cheeseburger offerings. 

Cargill named 2017 #1 Cheeseburger team

Original creation cheese-
burgers and new flavors were 
served up from 11:30 a.m. to 

well past 2 p.m. Eager and hun-
gry cheeseburger connoisseurs 
were still lining up well past 2 

dana jameson photo
Scarlet Benavides was one of approximately 3,000 
cheeseburger lovers that enjoyed the 12th Annual 
Cheeseburger Festival on Saturday, July 15 at the 
Friona City Park. Scarlet is the daughter of Cyla and 
Jaime Benavides and granddaughter of Jaime and 
Lourdes Benavides. 

Service projects are needed 
for Friona Youth Dayz Saturday, 
August 5.  If you need something 
done at your home—tree limbs 
removed, light bulbs replaced, 
something hauled to the roll-off, 
etc.--please contact Teena Hughs 
at 250-2377.  There will be stu-
dents willing to work, so please 
don’t hesitate to call.  

Service 
projects 
needed

p.m. to get a taste. 
 DJ Jack Light kept the park 

jumping with a wide variety of 
music. 

There were 30 vendors offer-
ing everything from face paint-
ing, homemade ice cream and 
cool water games. Kids and 
adults alike enjoyed the day 
filled with food, friends and 
fun.

The Friona Noon Lions did 
not disappoint with their World 
Famous fries to compliment 
the cheeseburgers.

The winner of Cow Patty 
Bingo was Austin Boyles who 
took home the $400 prize. Del 
Rio Dairy donated the services 
of Buttercup, a Swiss cow, for 
the game. The funds raised from 
the sale of squares were donated 
to the Action for an Ambulance 
Fund.  

The Friona Chamber of Com-
merce & Agriculture hosts the 
Cheeseburger Festival each 
year with the help of donations, 
volunteers and supporters.  This 
year’s donations, volunteers, 
and supporters were:  Cargill 
Meat Solutions of Friona, Dairy 
Max, Lowe’s Marketplace #3, 
Bruce Lee – ATM, KTQM, Leg-

acy Pump & Irrigation, Ben E. 
Keith, the Judges, Friona Star, 
Miller Paper, Southwest Cheese, 
W.T. Services, Inc., Chisum, 
Brent Loflin, Friona ISD Ath-
letic Department, Texas Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Hilmar 
Cheese, Parmer Medical Cen-
ter, Bi-Wize, Affiliated Foods, 
Texas Beef Council, Atmos En-
ergy, Republic Services, Parmer 
County Agri-Life Extension, 
Vet Industries, Hi-Pro Feeds, 
City of Friona, Texas Youth As-
sociation, KNNK, Xcel Energy, 
Del Rio Dairy, Interior Expres-
sions, Kingdom Keys Network, 
Randy Geries, Susie Springs, 
Jayn Looper, Amarillo Globe 
News, Whiteface Ford, TB², 
High Plains Farms, Street Auto, 
First National Bank, all of the 
vendors, and KENW.

“Thank you for supporting 
Friona’s 12th Annual Cheese-
burger Festival and Cook-Off!” 
said Friona Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Vice President 
Chris Alexander and the entire 
board of directors. 

Start making plans to attend, 
and possibly compete at the 
13th Annual Cheeseburger Fes-
tival on July 21, 2018.
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  San Antonio 
      picante sauce
  5  TXism: “brains in
      _  ___” (computer)
  6  TXism: “Is the ____
      Catholic? (yes)
  7  TXism: “sharp as
      a ____ tooth”
  8  TXism: “___ some
      gravel” (fell)
  9  in 1835, the Austin  
      community was       
      known as Water___
12  TX Phyllis Davis was  
      Beatrice in this TV  
      crime drama series
17  muscle pulls
19  Mama Cass
21  TX Guy Clark LP
      “_____  __ Build”
22  ready to drive the 
      golf ball (2 wds.)
23  this Hedy was in  
      “Boom Town” with 
      TX Chill Wills
28  troops of ____        
      Thornton were        
      ambushed in TX to 
      start Mexican War
29  TX Lefty Frizzell
      tune: “The Long
      Black ____”
30  TX B.J. Thomas’
      1st gospel record:
      “Home _____  _   
      Belong”
31  TXism: “wipe the 
      slate clean”
35  red vegetables
36  TXism: “happy __
      _  ___  __  ___”
42  TXism: “_____  __
      _ jaybird”

  1  Houston eatery was
      first called: “______ 
      _______ House”
  2  Travis Tritt’s “It’s All
      _____  __ Change”
  3  ________ Cove, TX
  4  TX Strait’s “All My
      ____ Live in Texas”
  9  enumerate
10  TXism: “opossum  
       __  ___  ____
      _____” (armadillo)
11  “bear” south of
      the border

44  TXism: “hot as 
      road ___  __ July”
46  TX or IA town
47  TXism: “____boose” (jail)
49  one-name actor in 
      TX-filmed “Necessary  
      Roughness”
50  TXism: “bath day” (abbr.)
51  once a Wichita Falls AM
52  TXism: “___  __ a
      fish in water”
53  dir. to Tyler from Dallas

54  brandin’ 
      or shootin’
55  TXism: “_____ 
      the unvarnished
      truth”
57  “those” south of
      the border
58  novelist Deighton
59  TX Lynda of     
      TV’s “Mission
      Impossible” (init.)

12  horse doc.
13  Dallas’ 150th birth-
      day party had
      ______-____ cake
14  “Eyes of TX” song
      began as prank by 
      UT ____ Club
15  TX Willie’s 1985
      concert in Illinois: 
      Farm ___  _
16  TXism: “nary a
      ____” (no one)
18  TXism: “table
      grazed”
20  singer Petty (init.)
23  TX resident pro
      golfer Lanny (init.)
24  founder of TX
      Belo company (init.)

25  say Lamesa:        
      “luh-___-suh”
26  bldgs. for Mavs,
      Rockets & Spurs
27  horse park near
      San Antonio
32  TX Orbison (init.)
33  Paxton’s TX title
34  “yes” south of
      the border

36  newspaper income
37  TXism: “hit the        
      ____” (go to bed)
38  TXism: “mad __  _
      ___ hen”
39  TXism: “a ___  __
      ride the river with”
40  “_____ Cowboy”
41  “buenas ____”
43  TXism: “me casa
      __ su casa”
45  “Fightin’ Irish”
48  TXism: “mad as _
      ______ snake”
49  Alpine, TX is named  
      for the ____  Alps
56  snake catcher
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U.S. Government
President: Donald J. Trump, The White House, 1600 Pennsyl-

vania Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20500. 202-456-1111, fax 
202-456-2461, email comments@whitehouse.gov.

Senator: John Cornyn, 517 Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510 202-224-2934, fax 202-228-2856.

Senator: Ted Cruz B40B Dirksen Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510 202-224-5922. 

Representative: Jodey Arrington, 2019 Longworth, House 
Office Building, 202-225-4005. Lubbock District Office, 1312 
Texsas Ave. #219, Lubbock, TX 79401. Abilene District Office, 
500 Chestnut St. #819, Abilene, TX 79602

State
Governor: Greg Abbott, Office of the Governor, P.O. Box 

12428, Austin, Tx 78711-2428, 512-463-2000.
Senator: Kel Seliger, P.O. Box 12068, Capitol Station, Austin, 

Tx 78711. 512-463-0131. Amarillo office; P.O. Box 9155, Ama-
rillo, 79105. 806-374-8994.

Representative: John T. Smithee, Room CAP1W.10, Capitol 
P.O. Box 2910, Austin, Tx 78768. 512-463-0702. fax 512-476-
7016. Amarillo office; 320 So. Polk, 1st Floor, Lobby box 28, 
Amarillo 79101. 806-372-3327, fax 806-342-0327.
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THE FRIONA STAR (USPS 200-800) is published 
each Thursday at 916 Main St. in Friona Texas, 79035. 
Postmaster: send address changes to Friona Star, P.O. 
Box 789, Friona, Texas 79035. Periodicals postage paid 
at Friona, Texas.
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2009Annual subscriptions:
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Send Calendar information to: 
frionastar@wtrt.net,  

call (806) 250-2211 or fax  (806) 250-5127

Thursday, July 20, 2017  

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
ACTION FOR AN AMBULANCE SAYS THANK YOU!
Because of the tireless efforts of Executive Director, Chris Al-

exander,  and the Chamber of Commerce Board members at both 
the July 4th Celebration and the Cheeseburger Festival, $4,190 was 
added to the ACTION FOR AN AMBULANCE fund.  

Thanks to the July 4th vendors and participants in the 5K run 
whose entry fees were given to the ambulance fund.   

A special thank you goes to the Cargill team, which contributed 
its first place prize of $1,000 to the fund.  

Another special thank you goes to everyone who purchased Cow 
Patty Bingo squares and to Del Rio Dairy’s Buttercup whose “de-
posit” decided the winner of the Cow Patty Bingo.  

And a big thank you to those who voted for the People’s Choice 
at the Cheeseburger Festival.    

Most of all, we are grateful to the Friona Chamber of Commerce 
for the hard work and generosity given to help Friona get a new 
ambulance.

Kitty Gallman, Kathryn Gurley & Sharon White

July 18-22
Kidz Building Camp 5-9 p.m. at 

Friona Community Center

July 20
PMC Senior Health Fair 11 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. at Friona Senior Citizen’s 
Building

July 21
Aging and Wellness Workshop 

at Heritage Estates 11 a.m.

July 22
Miss Friona Workshop at the 

Depot at 10 a.m. Brunch will be 
served.

July 24-26
Squaw Basketball Camp at FHS 

gym 9-11:45 a.m.
Friona Football Camp 9-11 a.m.

July 25-29
Youth Camp 2017 at Glorieta, NM

July 26
Prairie Acres First Responders 

Appreciation Luncheon at noon
Squaw Volleyball Camp at FHS 

Gym 1:30-4:30 p.m.

July 27-28
Squaw Volleyball Camp at FHS 

Gym 9-11:45 a.m.

July 28
Shelia Barton at Prairie Acres at 

3 p.m.

July 29
Farwell Border Town Days

July 30
St. Ann’s Annual Jamaica in Bovina

July 31
“Sew Much Fun” sewing work-

shop from 6-7:30 p.m. at Bovina 
XIT Recreation Center

August 4
Caregivers Coffee Break at First 

National Bank Community Room 
9:30 a.m.

Friona Youth Dayz Pool & Piz-
za party at the Friona Swimming 
Pool at 6 p.m. At 8 p.m. music by 
Daniel Hutchins and speaker Shel-
by Hutson Mata.

August 5
Bovina Bull Town Days
Friona Youth Dayz service proj-

ects at Friona Middle School at 4 
p.m. Hamburgers and fries at 7 p.m. 
Lifeless 2 Life concert at 8 p.m.

August 6
St. Teresa of Jesus Church An-

nual Jamaica in Friona
Friona Youth Dayz watermelon 

feed at 6 p.m. Music by Victory 
Family Worship Center followed 
by speaker Turok Tarango

Governor Greg Abbott and 
Texas Education Commissioner 
Mike Morath announced a com-
prehensive reading initiative – 
Texas Readers – to strengthen 
the reading skills of students 
across the state.

“While Texas has some of the 
best public schools in the coun-
try, there is still more we can 
do to provide our children with 
the best education possible,” 
said Governor Abbott.  “Texas 
Readers tackles the important is-
sue of student literacy and will 
give parents, teachers, and stu-
dents invaluable tools to make 
reading and literacy one of the 
highest education priorities.  I 

am proud that this initiative is 
providing students in our public 
elementary schools the best pos-
sible chance to succeed and to 
continue making Texas great for 
generations to come.”

“Reading will always be the 
foundation that determines suc-
cess in the classroom for every 
child at every grade level,” said 
Commissioner Morath. “The 
Texas Readers initiative pro-
vides our teachers with needed 
educational supports to ensure 
our children will be equipped 
to read from the earliest grades 
through high school graduation 
and beyond.”

Texas Readers is designed to 

Governor Greg Abbott announces Texas Public Elementary School Reading Initiative
assist public elementary schools 
enhance their reading instruction 
by providing enriched teacher-
development opportunities and 
additional innovative classroom 
tools. In addition, the initiative 
will include a public awareness 
campaign, called Raising Texas 
Readers, which will focus on 
ways to build our children’s lit-
eracy and reading skills at home.

The Texas Readers initia-
tive is composed of three ma-
jor components – Parental and 
Public Awareness, High-Qual-
ity Professional Development 
Opportunities, and Innovative 
Classroom Tools. Each compo-
nent will include the following 
resources:

Parental and Public Aware-
ness

Raising Texas Readers – a 
new collaborative effort between 
TEA, PBS, the United Way, and 
Univision – will provide public 
service announcements and ad-
vertisements that will be broad-
cast in 11 media markets cover-
ing the state. In addition to the 
PSA campaign, Raising Texas 
Readers includes local family 
events, free online apps, a text 
messaging campaign and com-
prehensive website.

Earlier this year, TEA 
launched the new STAAR Re-
port Card to drastically improve 
communication and transparen-
cy with educators and families 

on how students are performing 
on the STAAR exam. TEA is 
currently working on additional 
literacy resources and helpful 
tips for working with children 
at home.

High-Quality Professional 
Development Opportunities

The updated Texas Literacy 
Academies will provide new 
systematic instruction through 
ready-to-use materials paired 
with a series of ongoing, year-
round continuing education 
opportunities, such as a lesson 
study, micro-credentials, and 
live coaching, as well as fo-
cused instruction targeted to-
ward special education students 
and English Language Learn-
ers.

Striving Readers – a brand 
new tool – will build directly 
upon the Texas Literacy Acade-
my experiences and provide lit-
eracy coaches, professional de-
velopment, strategic planning, 
sustainability support and the 
ability for districts to pilot pro-
grams and models that can be 
disseminated across the state.

Texas’ second phase of the 
Reading Excellence Teams will 
continue to focus on improving 
educator practices in reading 
by providing teams of coaches 
around the state to support our 
teachers while enhancing the 
overall effectiveness for educa-
tors and students and maximiz-

ing the efficiency of resources.
Innovative Classroom Tools
Teaching the TEKS will pro-

vide educators with a clear and 
concise break down of state’s 
instructional expectations of the 
Texas Essential Knowledge and 
Skills (TEKS) and will provide 
sample lessons, differentiation 
strategies and sample State of 
Texas Assessments of Aca-
demic Readiness (STAAR) test 
questions. Teaching the TEKS 
will also help educators and 
families understand the student 
expectation and what all chil-
dren should know and be able 
to do at the end of each school 
year. 

TEA is developing a set of 
free online instructional materi-
als to assist elementary school 
English-Language Arts teachers 
with improving reading instruc-
tion, including intensive sup-
ports, technology, and adaptive 
programs.

A new collection of option-
al content mastery tools will 
provide school districts with 
optional, free classroom tools 
to regularly monitor students’ 
reading comprehension and 
skills throughout the school 
year to assist teachers in their 
decision-making about future 
instruction and provide imme-
diate feedback to students to 
steadily improve their class-
room performance.

I had a “City Slickers” mo-
ment this past weekend. I love 
that movie but never dreamed I 
would actually get to drive cattle 
like Billy Crystal and his bud-
dies. 

The cattle drive was not a two-
week affair filled with raging 
rivers and crazy trail bosses but 
it was a cattle drive. 

We drove about 150 cows 
from one pasture to another pas-
ture about a mile or so away on 
a dirt road. There were three of 
us. One driver in the front of 
cattle with a pickup loaded with 
hay and two of us at the back on 
four-wheelers. 

When Crystal made the com-
ment that they were following a 
big stink for the next 200 miles, 
he was not kidding. Between the 
dirt blowing and the cow smell, 
he was right. 

I actually said “Moo cow” to 
get them moving because rea-
soning with them was not work-
ing.

As I followed up the rear, I 
got to thinking about how much 
cows are like people. 

There are BIG cows and little 
cows. There are smart cows and 

dumb cows. There are those that 
follow the leader and do not get 
outside the lines. Then there are 
those that have no idea which 
way to go but they do not want 
to follow the herd.

They have personalities too. 
There is the bossy bull that saun-
ters along at his own pace eating 
the weeds and savoring every 
bite. He has no desire to hurry 
along to the next pasture and do 
not try to rush him.

Of course, the bull has his 
devoted cows that will at-
tempt to saunter along. They 
are a bit more cautious and will 
move along when they hear the 
4-wheeler and “Moo Cow!”

There are always the young 
bull calves that believe that the 
pasture opposite to the one they 
are going to is more appealing. 
That is when the race is on to 
keep them out of the neighbor’s 
field and fences are a non-exis-
tent thing to them. In fact, they 
just run through them without 
looking back and making more 
work for us.

As I watched from the back, 
I noticed that the leaders of the 
herd were the ones that figured 

out that the hay was really good 
and kept moving. They just nib-
bled their way from the old pas-
ture to the new pasture without 
ever looking at the weeds and 
grass on either side of the road.

There were those that weaved 
drunkenly from one side of the 
road to the other tasting all the 
new weeds and grass that the 
fence had kept them from. It 
was just one big buffet for them. 
They actually looked like they 
were smiling as they savored the 
taste. 

Some of the female calves de-
cided they really did not like the 
fences and proceeded to jump 
in and out of the fences. I think 
they were trying to prove they 
could do anything they wanted 
and we were not going to stop 
them. (We did!)

About an hour later, we had 
the strays rounded up and in the 
new pasture. I think it would 
have gone quicker if they had 
not had such a green-horn fol-
lowing up the herd. That is just 
my thought. 

The day continued with 
checking fences, filling water 
troughs and fixing the neighbors 

Moo-cow!
fence. Believe me, that is a full 
time job.

On a normal day, I do not come 
anywhere near the workout I got 
on the ranch. I sit in front of a 
computer and take pictures but 
on Sunday I was a cowboy (well, 
sort of).

Although I did not just turn 
40, like Crystal in the movie, and 
I did not go 200 miles behind a 
big, rolling stink, it was a mo-
ment in life that I will look back 
on and smile. 

It was an experience that 
made me smile even when I was 
got frustrated with the strays. It 

made me think how much of the 
time we all have a little bit of 
cow personality show up in our 
lives. We can be hard-headed, 
unmoving, turned around and 
following the leader without re-
sistance. We can move from one 
thing to another thing without 
thought. Then we get a wild hair 
and go against the grain, making 
our own way.

If you ever get to step out of 
your normal, every day life…do 
it! It is worth it, if only to make 
you appreciate the life you have. 
Remember: “Your life is a do 
over. You’ve got a clean slate.” 
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Friona Flashbacks
News from the week of July 21, 1966

Past issues of the Friona Star are 
archived at 

Texas Tech University 

www.swco.ttu.edu

*Cecil Maddox of White-
face has been employed as 
head boys basketball coach in 
Friona, replacing James An-
glin, who has held the position 
the past two years.

Maddox was approved for 
employment at the regular 
July meeting of the Friona 
Independent School District’s 
board of trustees.

*Janet Rushing becomes 
the eighth player from Friona 
High School and fourth in as 

many years to play in the An-
nual Texas High School Girls 
Basketball all-star game. She 
will play for the “North” team 
against a group of hand-picked 
players from the south part of 
the state.

*Contrary to rumors you 
might have heard, Billy Gra-
ham Foods, Inc. has not “shut 
down” nor is it going to leave 
Friona.

*Members of the 1966 Frio-
na Star and Hurst Department 

Store Intermediate League are 
Gary Phipps, Jerry Mabry, 
Conrad Renner, Jodean Har-
relson, Mike Martin, Don-
nie Meason, Rodney Murphy, 
Mickey Saiz, and Frankie Saiz. 
Coaches are Danny Kendrick 
and Ronald Smiley. Mitchell 
Smiley is the batboy.

*John R. Cook, principal of 
the Friona High School, Mrs. 
Fay Reeve, teacher at Friona 
Junior High School, and Miss 
Joy Morton, teacher at Friona 
High School, attended the third 
annual Living Textbook Con-
ference July 10-13 at West Tex-
as State University in Canyon.

*J.G. McFarland, Friona, 
recently purchased two Aber-
deen-Angus bulls from W. P. 
McMinn and son, Summer-
field.

The third in a series of 
Miss Friona Workshops will 
be held on Saturday, July 22 
at 10 a.m. at the Depot in the 
City Park. Kathryn Rector’s 
daughter, Kaci Blagrave, will 
be discussing pageant makeup 
and hair for presenting your-
self on stage. Kaci has worked 
with Miss Texas and Texas 
Outstanding Teen candidates 
at the state pageant. The girls 
are asked to bring your shoes 
so you can practice walking.

The Miss Friona committee 
is asking for anyone that has 
prom dresses or formals just 
hanging in the closet to loan 
them for the pageant. 

Brunch will be served. To 
RSVP or for more information 
contact Raquel at the Cham-
ber office (806) 250-3491.

*****
The Farwell Police Depart-

ment is sponsoring a “License 

to Carry” course on Saturday, 
August 12 from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at the Farwell Communi-
ty Center/Firing Range. Cost 
of the class is $90. The course 
will cover open carry and con-
cealed carry.

Participants must have a 
valid Texas Driver’s license, a 
weapon no smaller than a 32 
caliber and 50-100 rounds of 
ammunition.

If you are interested in at-
tending this course, come by 
the Farwell Police Depart-
ment to place your name and 
contact number on the list. For 
more information, call (806) 
481-3600.

*****
Friona Primary School reg-

istration for any new student 
will be July 31 and August 1. 
Parents are reminded that if 
your child was registered in 
April 2016 or your child is a 

returning student there is no 
need to register again. Please 
bring the child’s social se-
curity card, birth certificate, 
shot record, parent or guard-
ian identification, proof of 
address and if registering for 
Pre-K last years W-2 or proof 
of income.

***** 
Anniversaries this week: 
Happy 52nd Anniversary to 

Connie and Dee Willard! 
Happy 40th Anniversary to 

Danny and Holly Campbell!
Happy 38th Anniversary to 

Joe and Anita Lafuente!
Happy 3rd Anniversary to 

Pete and Felicia Lafuente-
Cortez!

*****
Service projects are needed 

for the 2017 Friona Youth 
Dayz beginning on Saturday, 
August 5. If you need some-
thing done at your home—tree 

Governor Greg Abbott an-
nounced that his call for mean-
ingful property tax reform is 
generating growing support 
across Texas. Property tax re-
form is part of the Governor’s 
20-item agenda for the ongoing 
special legislative session.

“Texas now ranks among the 
top five states in the nation with 
the highest property tax rates on 
industrial property.  Our exces-
sive property taxes stand out 
when compared to our competi-
tor states. Texas businesses and 
industries pay 62% of all state 
and local taxes – more than 
40% above the national aver-
age, according to the Council on 
State Taxation (COST). This is 
a threat to job growth and eco-
nomic sustainability. We must 
begin to turn this around.  And 
Governor Abbott’s call to revisit 
this issue in the special session 
is an important step in that direc-
tion.” - Tony Bennett, Presi-
dent & CEO, Texas Associa-
tion of Manufacturers

“The Texas Apartment As-
sociation (TAA) applauds Gov-
ernor Greg Abbott’s leadership 
to ensure the accountability, 
consistency and transparency of 
our property tax system.  Prop-
erty tax rates, appraisals and the 
dispute resolution process are all 
elements that impact the cost of 
housing in Texas.  Because rental 
properties do not have valuation 
limits or homestead exemptions 
to deflect some of the impact of 
increasing property valuations 
and tax rates, these increasing 
costs have a direct impact upon 
rental rates and in turn effect 
housing affordability across the 
state of Texas.  Our association 
looks forward to working with 
Governor Abbott, members of 
the Texas Legislature and other 
stakeholders during the upcom-
ing special session to address 
these issues and help secure the 
long-term economic growth of 
our state.” - Chris Newton, Ex-
ecutive Vice President, Texas 
Apartment Association

“On behalf of the residential 
construction and development 
industry in Texas, the Texas As-
sociation of Builders (TAB) will 
continue to work with the Gov-
ernor and Legislature to protect 
private property rights from 
overly burdensome governmen-
tal regulations, taxes and fees. 
Easing the load of skyrocketing 
property taxes, expediting the 
permitting process, and pro-
tecting property owners from 

egregious regulation changes 
on existing property and oner-
ous tree ordinances are issues 
TAB has regularly advanced 
over its 70 years of existence. 
TAB applauds Governor Abbott 
for his steadfast commitment 
to reducing onerous and costly 
regulations, taxes and fees on 
private individuals and busi-
nesses across the state. Though 
the residential construction in-
dustry maintains its status as 
an economic driver in Texas, 
regulatory decisions by state and 
local governments can and will 
have an impact on the cost and 
availability of housing.” - Rick 
McGuire, President, Texas As-
sociation of Builders

“As both a Realtor and a City 
Council Member, I have seen 
skyrocketing property taxes 
force heartbroken families to 
sell their long-time homes and 
deflated buyers to continually 
postpone their dream of home-
ownership. My clients work hard 
to live within their means, and 
we should expect the same from 
our local politicians. It is imper-
ative that the Legislature pass 
meaningful property tax reform 
that brings our tax code into the 
21st century and restores true lo-
cal control: accountability to the 
voters. Meaningful reform must 
include an updated rollback rate, 
asking the voters for approval to 
exceed that rate, and increased 
transparency in a currently con-
voluted process. I thank Gover-
nor Abbott for working to ensure 
that the low tax environment that 
has led to so much prosperity for 
the people of this state is not 
undermined by an affordability 
crisis brought on by local gov-
ernments.” - Ellen Troxclair, 
Austin City Council Member, 
District 8

“By adding property tax reform 
to the call this special session, the 
Governor has given lawmakers 
a chance to address the needs of 
our small business job creators in 
Texas. We’re hopeful the legisla-
ture will answer the Governor’s 
call for meaningful property tax 
reform.” - Will Newton, Execu-
tive Director, NFIB/Texas

“Cities like Houston, Austin, 
Dallas, and San Antonio benefit 
from Texas’ burdensome prop-
erty tax code. While businesses, 
particularly commercial property 
owners, have watched their prop-
erty valuations skyrocket over 
the past few years, municipalities 
are cashing in on the record high 
taxes being collected on Texas 

properties. Members of the Texas 
Business Owners and Manag-
ers Association are thankful for 
Governor Abbott’s commitment 
to provide relief to Texas’ over-
burdened taxpayers by making 
this issue a priority in the special 
session.” - Brett D. Williams, 
CPM, President, Texas BOMA

“Texans needs property tax 
reform that will give them mean-
ingful new tools so they can bet-
ter tackle their rising property tax 
bills. Lower rollback thresholds 
and better visibility in the local 
tax rate setting process are criti-
cal steps lawmakers can take this 
session. Voter empowerment is 
the ultimate local control.” - Dale 
Craymer, President, Texas Tax-
payers and Research Associa-
tion

“As some of the biggest job 
creators in the state and na-
tion, we know that Texas’ heavy 
property tax burden is a major 
impediment to growth. We hope 
lawmakers use this special ses-
sion to stem the overall growth 
of this tax burden in a way that 
makes Texas more competitive.” 
- Todd Staples, President, Texas 
Oil and Gas Association

“The freedom to buy and own 
private property has been a cor-
nerstone of the Texas identity for 
two centuries. We are excited to 
work alongside Governor Abbott 
to deliver meaningful property 
tax reforms that safeguard this 
right and stop Texans from be-
ing taxed out of their house and 
home.” - Jerome Greener, State 
Director, Americans for Pros-
perity – TX  

“Property Tax Reform must 
be done with expediency and 
purpose. Although we prefer 
property taxes to be abolished, 
a meaningful interim solution is 
to use the buyer’s original price 
of the property as the assessed 
value that is taxable.   So, come 
on all you conservative, princi-
pled lawmakers, ‘Get ‘er done!’” 
- Trayce Bradford, President, 
Texas Eagle Forum

“Texas families are being 
taxed out of their homes. Since 
2000, property taxes have soared 
by more than 130 percent while 
traditional economic measures 
like population and inflation 
grew just 82 percent, according 
to the Foundation’s research. 
Struggling homeowners and 
businesses urgently need strong, 
meaningful tax reform to fix this 
deeply broken system.” - James 
Quintero, Director of TPPF’s 
Center for Local Governance

Governor announces growing support 
for Property Tax Reform Legislation

limbs removed, light bulbs re-
placed, something hauled off 
to the roll-off box, etc.--please 
contact Teena Hughs at 250-
2377. There will be students 
willing to work, so don’t hesi-
tate to call.

*****
The King’s Manor Founders 

Barbecue was last Saturday 
in Hereford. Larry Gatlin put 
on a great show featuring his 
music and comedy. The auc-
tion held before the concert 
was conducted by 15-year-
old Brooklyn Golden of Pla-
inview. She started at the age 
of 10 and has raised money all 
over the state of Texas. The 
auction brought in approxi-
mately $22,000 to benefit 
King’s Manor residents.

*****
The Parmer County Sher-

iff’s Office National Night Out 
2016 is coming up Tuesday, 
October 3. The event will be 
held in Farwell at the Sheriff’s 
Office from 6-8 p.m. and will 
draw in all the communities of 
Parmer County. If you are in-
terested in participating, con-
tact Tanya Hunn at the Sher-
iff’s Office (806) 481-3303.

*****
Two-a-day practices for 

FHS Volleyball start on Tues-
day, August 1. FHS Football 
two-a-day practices will begin 
on Monday, August 7.

*****
The Back-to-School Sales 

Tax Holiday is set for August 

11-13. Make plans to save 
money.

*****
Speaking of school…Bo-

vina will be losing Steve Arias 
and Hector Guevara. Steve 
will be leaving his position as 
principal to teach 7th grade 
History in Dimmitt. Guevara 
will be moving to San Angelo 
Lake View to be the new Cam-
pus Athletics Coordinator/
Head Football Coach. Con-
gratulations to Steve and Hec-
tor. You will be missed.

*****
Rumor has it that the local 

funeral home will have new 
owners by winter. Dusty and 
Melodee Hansard are work-
ing on purchasing the busi-
ness from owners Mike and 
Eva Mullins. Congratulations 
Dusty and Melodee.

*****
Basketball and football 

camps start Monday, July 
24 and Volleyball starts on 
Wednesday, July 26. 

*****
Prairie Acres will honor 

local First Responders on 
Wednesday, July 26 with an 
Appreciation Luncheon. All 
First Responders are invited.

*****
There are many activities 

planned in surrounding com-
munities. Farwell will be cel-
ebrating Border Town Days 
on Saturday, July 29. St. Ann’s 
in Bovina will be holding their 
Annual Jamaica on Sunday, 

July 30. Bovina celebrates 
Bull Town Days on Saturday, 
August 5. Back in Friona, St. 
Teresa’s will hold their Annual 
Jamaica on Sunday, August 6. 
Two big weekends filled with 
fun and food. Sounds good to 
me!

*****
Friona teachers will be back 

in school starting August 9 at-
tending in-service and ready-
ing their classroom for the 
first day of school on Thurs-
day, August 17. 

*****
Don’t forget the “Sew Much 

Fun” sewing workshop on 
Monday, July 31 at the Bovina 
XIT Recreation Center from 
6-7:30 p.m. 

*****
The next Caregivers Coffee 

Break is set for Friday, Au-
gust 4 at First National Bank 
Community Room. The break 
starts with coffee and donuts at 
9:30 a.m. followed by a meet-
ing at 10 a.m. All caregivers 
are invited to take a break and 
stop by.

*****
The first FHS Varsity Vol-

leyball game will be Monday, 
August 7 with WT/Holy Cross 
in Amarillo at 10 a.m. and 12 
p.m.

*****
“When summer gathers 

up her robes of glory, And, 
like a dream, glides away.” ~ 
Sarah Helen Whitman

photo by Jim Steiert
The 39th Annual King’s Manor Founders Day barbecue on Saturday, July 15 fea-
tured Larry Gatlin, left,  15-year old auctioneering sensation Brooklyn Golden, 
center, and event host Steve Hodges, right. The event raised money for the King’s 
Manor Benevolence Fund with a live and silent auction. 
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Reported by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office:
July 11, 2017

David Merrill, 57, of Clovis, NM, was arrested by the Sher-
iff’s Office on a motion to revoke (possession of a controlled 
substance PG1 more than one gram and less than four grams). 
The case is pending in District Court.
July 15, 2017

Vannessa Rosa, 24, of Muleshoe, was arrested by the Depart-
ment of Public Safety on a Floyd County warrant. Rosa is pend-
ing transport.

Leslie Casas, 25, of Amarillo, was arrested by the Friona Po-
lice Department on a charge of assault. The case is pending in 
County Court.

Delia Chico, 46, of Friona, was arrested by the Friona Po-
lice Department on a charge of assault. The case is pending in 
County Court.

Warranty deeds are reported by the County Clerk’s Office from 
the week of July 6  through July 12, 2017:

Mickey Merriott and Gary Merriott-Laramie Brown Fulcher and 
Megan Elaine Fulcher, SW/4 S15 Doud and Keefer.

Robert E. Edwards and Delores J. Edwards-Octavio Saucedo, 
L3-4 B104 OT Bovina.

City of Farwell-Allan Flores and Josefina Flores, All GL26 N 
181.0’ E/2 GL27 S31 T9S CSS.

Paul Alan Patranella and Joy Leona Patranella-David Saucedo, All 
SE 110’ L4 B82 OT Bovina.

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced he will send cit-
ies, counties, transit systems and special purpose taxing districts 
$679.9 million in local sales tax allocations for July, 9 percent 
more than in July 2016. These allocations are based on sales 
made in May by businesses that report tax monthly.

The payments to Parmer County are broken down as follows:
Bovina has a current sales tax rate of 2.000 percent and re-

ceived a July 2017 payment of $11,763.62, which is an increase 
of 14.76 percent higher than the 2016 payment of $10,250.50. 
To date Bovina has received $88,277.69, which is a 11.01 per-
cent increase over the 2016 payments of $79,519.08.

Farwell has a current sales tax rate of 1.500 percent and re-
ceived a July 2017 payment of $10,260.98, which is a -1.84 per-
cent decrease from the 2016 payment of $10,453.79. To date 
Farwell has received sale tax of $98,980.61, which is a decrease 
of -7.00 percent from the 2016 payments of $74,179.29.

Friona has a current sales tax rate of 2.000 percent and re-
ceived a July 2017 payment of $28,434.97, which is an increase 
of 0.81 percent over the 2016 payment of $28,203.89. To date 
Friona has received $214,846.75, which is a decrease of -5.54 
percent over the 2016 payments of $227,462.61.

For details on July sales tax allocations to individual cities, 
counties, transit systems and special purpose districts, visit the 
Comptroller’s Monthly Sales Tax Allocation Comparison Sum-
mary Reports.

Sales tax receipts show improvement

The Amarillo Area Foundation has awarded 312 scholarships 
totaling $479,400 to Panhandle area students for the 2017-2018 
school year. 

Of the 312 scholarship awarded, 180 are for new scholarship 
recipients and 132 are for recipients that are continuing to receive 
previously awarded scholarships.  The Foundation received 3,136 
applications from high school students and 108 applications from 
college students.  The scholarship recipients represent 23 Pan-
handle counties and will attend 32 different universities.  

The Foundation administers 101 scholarship funds in addition 
to the Achievement through Commitment to Education (ACE) 
Scholarship program.  The Foundation’s Scholarship Selection 
Committee recommends recipients for 58 of the 101 non-ACE 
funds and local selection committees outside the Foundation 
recommend recipients for the remaining funds.  The Foundation 
manages many unique scholarships that are not only for gradu-
ating high school seniors but are also for individuals who are 
already college students.

”Now that the application is online, more students from the 
Panhandle area are accessing and applying for scholarships that 
are managed by the Foundation. We are proud to be investing in 
the future of many young Panhandle residents, both local and 
rural,” said Amarillo Area Foundation Vice President of Com-
munity Investment, Katharyn Wiegand. 

For more information on Amarillo Area Foundation Scholar-
ships contact scholarships@aaf-hf.org or 806-376-4521. You 
can also visit amarilloareafoundation.org/scholarships.

To donate or to establish a scholarship fund contact Amy 
Lovell, Director of Development at amy@aaf-hf.org or 806-
376-4521.

The Amarillo Area Foundation is a community foundation that 
serves the northernmost 26 counties of the Texas Panhandle.  
The mission of the Foundation is to improve the quality of life 
for Texas Panhandle residents.  Since its inception in 1957, the 
Foundation has provided grants and a variety of other services to 
strengthen nonprofit organizations and the services they deliver.

Amarillo Area Foundation awards 
over $475,000 in Scholarships

The deadline is extended through July 31 for Texas families to 
enroll their newborns in the Texas Tuition Promise FundSM and 
pay this year’s rates for all or some future tuition and school-
wide required fees at Texas public colleges and universities. 
Newborns are children younger than one year at the time of en-
rollment.

Under the Texas Tuition Promise Fund, the state’s prepaid col-
lege tuition program, participants can purchase tuition units and 
lock in costs based on today’s prices.

“It is never too early for Texas families to consider enrolling 
their newborns in this program,” Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar 
said. “Purchasing tuition units today allows families to lay the 
foundation for their children’s future educational opportunities.”

Enrollment at 2016-17 prices closed February 28 for children 
older than one. The next annual enrollment period begins on 
Sept. 1 and is based on Texas public college and university tu-
ition and school-wide required fees for the 2017-18 school year.

Complete plan information, including plan description and 
agreement, current prices, enrollment forms and more is avail-
able online at TuitionPromise.org, or by calling 1-800-445-
GRAD (4723), Option 5.

Purchasers should carefully consider the risks, administrative 
fees, service and other charges and expenses associated with the 
contracts, including plan termination and decreased transfer or 
refund value. Purchasers should read these documents carefully 
before purchasing a contract. Participation in the plan does not 
guarantee admission to or graduation from any college or uni-
versity.

Texas Prepaid Tuition Program’s 
Newborn deadline approaches

Friona Youth Dayz will be held Friday, August 4-Sunday, August 
6.  All middle school and high school students are welcome to attend 
any or all activities.  Admission is free for all activities.

Friday kicks off at 6 p.m. at the city pool with a See You at the Pool 
Swimming and Pizza Party.  At 8 p.m., the group will go to the first 
tee of the golf course and hear music by Daniel Hutchins. Featured 
speaker is Shelby Hutson Mata.

Saturday, everyone is asked to meet at 4 p.m. at Friona Middle 
School to perform community service projects.  Circle of Love ham-
burgers and Lion’s Club fries will be served at 7 p.m.  A concert 
featuring Lifeless 2 Life, a Christian band from Amarillo, will start 
at 8 p.m.  

Sunday, activities will kick off at 6 p.m. at the Friona Middle 
School with watermelon.  At 7 p.m., music will be provided by Vic-
tory Church, followed by a message from Turok Tarango, a student 
and leader at the WT Wesley Foundation.

For any further information, please contact Teena Hughs at 250-
2377.  

Friona Youth Dayz August 4-6
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101 North Third 251-1442

250-3913
1205 Hwy. 60 West
Friona Texas

Phone 250-5000
“Where People 

Come First”

1105 N. Cleveland
www.interbankus.com

P.O. Box 956
Friona, Texas 79035
(806) 265-3433
(806) 265-3281

First Bank Bovina
Member, FDIC

Equal Housing Lender

Cargill
Cattle Feeders
806-225-4400
A Cargill Company
PO BOX 150  Bovina, Texas

East Highway 60 
Box 519
Phone: 250-2791
Friona TX 79035

1010 Columbia at Hwy 60, Friona
Hours: 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Monday-Friday
250-5555

251-1324
800 Hwy. 86    Bovina, Texas

We are here to serve you with Old Values 
and New Visions. Come by and see us and 
let us help you with your banking needs

Member FDIC- Equal Housing Lender

301 W. 3rd
Hereford TX
806-363-2265

710 W. 11th
Friona TX
806-250-2900

Phone 806-364-3331
Hereford, Texas 79045

THIS DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE  BY THESE  BUSINESSES WHO ENCOURAGE  ALL OF US TO ATTEND WORSHIP SERVICES.

Area Church Directory BovinaFriona

Prairie Acres
Heritage Estates

Quality Care
Assisted Living
806-250-3922

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
15th & Cleveland • 806-250-3000

Pastor Bobby Broughton
CHILDREN’S CHURCH • 3 yrs-6th grade

www.calvaryfriona.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
6th & Summitt • 806-250-3933

Pastor Brett Hoyle
Email-firstbc@wtrt.net

Website-www.fbcfriona.com

FRIONA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8th & Pierce • 806-250-3045

Rev. Skip Hodges
Email-frionoaum@wtrt.net

Website-www.frionaumc.com

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
North end of  Congregational Church

1601 Euclid • 575-693-6381

IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
NUEVA JERUSALEN

1517 Main St. • 806-346-9725
Pastor Benito Mejia

benitomejia@live.com

QUALITY OF LIFE BIBLE 
STUDY CHURCH

301 Grand Ave. • 806-240-0826
Pastors Mark & Mary Goff

SIXTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 W. 6th • 806-250-2769

Jeff Procter, Minister

ST. TERESA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
16th & Cleveland • 806-250-2871
Father Anthony Swamy Aakula

TEMPLO BAUTISTA
403 Woodland • 575-693-6381

Pastor Ruben Rivera

TEMPLO DE ADORACION
620 Washington • 806-250-5929

Pastor Roy Dominguez

TENTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
10th & Euclid • 806-250-5236

Gerall Wyly

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Union Congregational Church

1601 Euclid • 806-250-3635
Rev. Joe Schulte

VICTORY FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER
9th & Washington

806-250-2207
Pastor Robert Kerby

Website-www.thevictory.tv

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH

308 3rd Street
806-251-1632

Pastor Brian Mullins

CHURCH OF CHRIST
500 Ave. E

806-251-1334
Mike Prather, Minister

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST 

CHURCH
205 4th Street
806-251-1124

Pastor Larry Mitchell

ST. ANN’S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

401 3rd Street
806-251-1511

Father Anthony Swamy 
Aakula

LA IGLESIA DE DIOS 
DEL PRIMOGENITO
The Church of God of 

the Firstborn
102 2nd Street

IGLESIA BAUTISTA 
HISPANA

103 1st Street
806-251-5232

Pastor Rafael Marin

By TEENA HUGHS

Thinking About 
Grace

~Psalm 42-43~
Battling the Blues

BRETT HOYLE, Pastor, First Baptist Church

 Whatever is true, whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable 
--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy 

-- think about such things.
Philippians 4:8

OBITUARy

By JEFF PROCTER, Minister, 6th Street Church of Christ

Panhandle Parables
Choppin’ Cotton

Depression and despair are two themes that crop up occasionally in 
the scriptures, especially in the book of Psalms.  Thankfully, though, 
one is not left without recourse, but in scripture the difficult realities 
of life are painted clearly, and one is given guidance, especially in 
battling the blues.  

Three times in the short and connected Psalms 42 and 43, the 
psalmists says, “Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are 
you in turmoil within me?”  What a powerful assessment of one’s 
condition!  Maybe you are there currently, or you can look back at 
a time when circumstances, relationships or other trials caused your 
soul to be cast down and in turmoil.  When you, or someone you 
know is at a low point, don’t deny the reality and difficulty of it, but 
acknowledge it, just as scripture does.  From there, though, don’t 
simmer in the despair, but do what the psalmist does in calling his 
soul to “Hope in God; for I shall again praise Him, my salvation and 
my God.”  Each of the three times the psalmist declared his despair 
and turmoil mentioned above, then he followed with this powerful 
statement that battled the blues of his emotions and feelings, call-
ing him to look to the Lord, who is our strength.  It is not a sin to be 
tempted to be depressed, but it is a sin to surrender to hopelessness.  
Jesus Christ is the greatest hope and help through battling the blues!  
May you drink from His Word daily, and rely on His Spirit each mo-
ment as you allow Christ to strengthen your soul.

I watched the last 30 minutes of War Room Sunday night.  Yes, 
it is a movie about the power of prayer, but it is also a movie about 
grace--forgiveness, repentance, second chances.

A couple of years ago, three Texas Tech football players were in-
volved in a robbery.  They were kicked off the team, “with no hopes 
of returning” to the program.  One of the players, Dakota Allen, is 
returning to the team.  

If you watched the Big XII Media Days, you know two of the main 
topics were Texas Tech’s terrible defense and Coach Kliff Kings-
bury’s job being on the line.  Some might believe Allen was allowed 
to come back because he was needed to help the defense, and in some 
way help save Kingsbury’s job.

I listened to Kingsbury’s comments, and I believe Allen’s is a sto-
ry of grace.  Yes, he made a terrible mistake, but apparently he has 
repented, been forgiven, and is now being given a second chance.  
Reports say he was a model student at the junior college he attended 
after being kicked out of Tech, and he has been a leader in the Tech 
locker room since his return.  Only God truly knows what is in Al-
len’s heart, but I hope he takes advantage of his mistake and the grace 
he has been shown to do good, and to help others avoid making the 
mistake he did.

I am spending this weekend with people I don’t have much in com-
mon with.  We don’t live our lives anywhere nearly alike, and my 
thoughts on politics and spiritual issues don’t line up with hardly 
anyone in this group.  Usually, things like this don’t bother me, but 
for some reason, this has bothered me.  Before I went to sleep last 
night, God told me to show them grace.  

Jesus is grace, and He has shown me grace more times than I 
know.  I am praying I can say and do the things Jesus would have me 
say and do this weekend; I am praying that I will treat them like Jesus 
would treat them; and, I am praying that His grace makes a difference 
in their lives.  

James Wright “Jim” Dixon, 81 
of Friona, died Monday, July 17, 
2017. Graveside services with 
Masonic Rites will be held 10:00 
a.m. Thursday, July 20, 2017 at 
the Rhea Cemetery with Rev. 
Brett Hoyle, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church in Friona, offici-
ating. Burial following by Black-
well-Mullins Funeral Home of 
Friona

Jim was born March 23, 1936 
in Hereford, Texas to Clar-
ence Wright and Mary McLean 
Dixon. He married Jane Latrell 
Collier June 1, 1958 in Friona. 
After graduating from Texas 
A&M University, he entered 
the United States Air Force as a 
commissioned officer. He served 
in Landshut, Germany as a radar 
intercept operator and was hon-
orably discharged in 1961. He 
returned to Friona to farm and 
ranch. 

He was a member of the Ma-
sonic Lodge and served as Wor-
shipful Master, was a long time 
member of the First Baptist 
Church of Friona and founder of 
the Dixon Six Run held each year 
during the Maize Days Celebra-
tion.

He is preceded in death by his 
parents; one brother, Buck Dix-
on; and one sister, Rosella Lan-
drum.

Survivors include his wife of 
Friona; two daughters, Melodi 
Jane Woosley and husband Tom-
my of Amarillo, and Milli Janell 
Watson and husband Doug of 

James Wright “Jim” Dixon

Frederick, OK: two sons, Milon 
James Dixon and wife Karla of 
Lubbock, and Mendan Jack Dix-
on of Weatherford, Texas; nine 
grandchildren, Dallas Dixon, 
Mollijane Woosley, Sage Watson, 
Sasha Medchill, Tanner Woosley, 
Trapper Dixon, Summer Watson, 
Shelby Dixon and Sara Dixon; 
seven great-grandchildren, Sae-
lin Gunn, Kyson Gray, Romy 
Beau Medchill, Kix Atticus Hol-
lingworth, Poppie Ainsley Hol-
lingworth, Riggs Gannon Dixon, 
and Rowan Landri Dixon.

Donations can be made to Cal 
Farley’s ( no longer called Boy’s 
Ranch), P.O. Box 1890, Amaril-
lo, Texas  79174-0001.

You may sign the online reg-
ister book at www.blackwellmul-
lins.com.

Long before the days of “Roundup Ready” cotton there was an-
other weed eradication program that was much more labor intensive. 
It was called “choppin’ cotton.” 

One of the first rules I learned in 5th or 6th grade about choppin’ 
cotton was that you didn’t actually chop the cotton just the weeds in 
the cotton. Important first rule. 

The second rule was also very valuable: sharpen your hoe daily. 
Beyond that it was learn the difference between a young weed and 

cotton, chop the weed, and walk on down the row. 
I learned a lot hoeing cotton. Here is a short list of lessons.
1. Pay attention, it matters what the hoe hits.
2. Keep walking and moving forward.
3. Of course, sharpen your hoe.
4. When you hit a little patch of weeds, get them all.
5. Get you a quick drink each round.
So what are the spiritual lessons here? 
If we are talking spiritually, then the field equals your life. The na-

ture of our fallible human existence means we will have weeds (sin) 
from time to time. Left uncheck the harvest becomes near impossible 
if the weeds take over. So how do I chop some cotton spiritually?

1. Pay attention, when dealing with sin it matters the impact that it 
has not only on you but those around you. Deal with the sin.

2. Keep moving forward in your walk with the Lord. You can’t 
finish a field going backwards nor can you live your spiritual life 
moving away from God. Keep Going!

3. Sharpen your mind, feed on the Word of God, invest in oth-
ers who do the same, you are much more effective when you have 
knowledge. Read the Bible!

4. When you struggle don’t leave things undone, deal with it all, 
take every thought captive, leave it alone and it will grow and be 
harder to deal with later.

5. Rest and refresh. It is ok to set the sword down and crawl into 
the lap of God time and again. He needs you as a soldier, but also 
knows you as His child. Drink deeply from the well of life. This 
journey is not a sprint.   

You got this, now go chop some cotton!

For the LORD watches over the 
way of the righteous, but the way of 

the wicked leads to destruction.
Psalm 1:6

The Texas Department of Public 
Safety is warning Texas residents to be 
prepared for summertime temperatures, 
and to take precautions to stay safe as 
temperatures and heat indices hit 100 
degrees and above in many parts of the 
state this time of year. Extreme temper-
atures increase the risk of heat-related 
injuries or deaths.

“Summertime heat is a fact of life in 
Texas, but the dangers from high temper-
atures are real and should not be taken 
lightly,” said DPS Director Steven Mc-
Craw. “Heat-related deaths and injuries 
are often preventable if residents take 
the necessary steps to educate and pro-
tect themselves – and their loved ones.”

Warmer weather places children at 
greater risk of injury or death if left un-
attended in a vehicle. Every year chil-
dren die from heat-related injuries after 
being left in a vehicle or by entering a 
vehicle unnoticed. A child should never 
be left unattended in a vehicle.

Temperatures inside a car can rise 
more than 20 degrees in only 10 minutes; 
and even with an outside temperature of 
60 degrees, the temperature inside a car 
can reach 110 degrees, according to the 

National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration. Leaving windows partially 
rolled down does not help. Young chil-
dren are particularly at risk since their 
bodies heat up faster than an adult.

According to the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), extreme 
heat events or heat waves are one of the 
leading causes of extreme weather-relat-
ed deaths in the United States. Periods 
of severe heat and high humidity tax 
the body’s ability to cool itself and can 
lead to heat exhaustion and heat stroke, 
which can be fatal.  

DPS offers the following tips for stay-
ing safe and managing the heat:

Check on the elderly, sick or very 
young, especially if they don’t have air 
conditioning.

Drink plenty of water and avoid caf-
feine and alcohol during prolonged out-
door exposure. Start consuming water 
before you head outdoors; you may not 
realize you’re dehydrated until it’s too 
late.

Pay attention to your body. Heat ex-
haustion and heat stroke can develop 
quickly. If you start feeling ill, imme-
diately find a shaded or cooler area and 

slowly drink fluids. Seek medical atten-
tion if necessary.

Monitor weather radios and newscasts 
for information on current conditions 
and weather alerts in your area.

Stay indoors as much as possible, and 
limit exposure to the sun. Consider in-
door activities this summer at places 
like shopping malls, the library or other 
community facilities.

Light-colored, loose-fitting clothing 
and a hat are recommended during out-
door exposure.

If possible, avoid strenuous outdoor 
activity during the hottest part of the 
day.  

Be extra careful when cooking out-
doors, building campfires or driving off 
road to avoid igniting dry vegetation. 
Also, stay aware of burn bans in your 
area and always abide by restrictions on 
outside burning.

Don’t forget pet safety. Animals are 
also susceptible to heat-related injury or 
death – don’t put your pets in these dan-
gerous conditions. 

For additional tips, visit http://dps.
texas.gov/dem/Preparedness/tips/hot-
WeatherSafetyTips.htm.

DPS Urges Texans to Use Caution in Summer Heat
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For best 
results, 

advertise
in the Star 
Classifieds

Call
806-250-2211

or
email

frionastar@wtrt.net

FRIONA
NEW: 3/3/2 Brick w/central heat & air, two living 
areas, workshop in garage, corner lot, close to 
hospital, sprinkler system front & back, fenced 
backyard....................................................Cont Pend

REDUCED: 3/2 Brick Country Home w/2 acres, 
double carport, metal roof, converted garage, septic 
system, on pavement......................................$135,000

3/2/2 Brick w/central h&a, fp, basement, original 
hardwood floors, large utility room, 8.66 acres on 
pavement, metal horse shed w/tack room, large yard
......................................................................$132,500

BOVINA
NEW: 3/3 Stucco w/attached carport, metal roof, 
central heat & air, basement, studio room, fenced 
yard, corner lot plus 2/1 Stucco rent house w/central 
heat................................................................$129,900

COMMERCIAL
REDUCED Great Income Producing Business 
in Bovina. Includes inventroy, equipment and 
assets, possible owner finance w/down payment, 
4 city lots, additional opportunity for lots and 
property.........................................................$299,900

 
SOLD

4/2/2 Brick w/double carport, two-story w/balcony, 
central heat, wood burning stove, basement, fenced 
yard w/storage building....................................SOLD

STAR CLASSIFIEDS 250-2211
Deadline: Tuesday @ 5 p.m.

806-250-2745
102 E. 11th Friona

Holly Campbell 
Broker/Owner

frionarealestate.com

Sales 
Associates:Property

Associates
Realtors

Let us sell your property!

Mike Chaney
806-265-7605

George Rushing
806-265-7037

Kevin Cooper
806-240-5468

Help Wanted

frionaonline.com

is on the Web!

The 
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tfnc

Risinger 
Plumbing

Serving Friona
272-6772

Cell: 523-2222
Master License #16066

tfnc

2BD 2 Bath, Central Heat and Air, Basement, 
Fireplace, Big corner lot, Second Property: 2 Bed 
2 Bath Rental on property...............................$89,000

Commercial Property, Over 4,000 sqft, built in 2008, 
office area, great loc. on Hwy. 60.Call for Price • Reduced!

4BD 2Bath, very spacious, basement, new metal roof, 
2 car garage, great neighborhood..................$175,000

New Listing

2 BD 2 Bath 2 Car garage remodeled top to bottom, 
fireplace, new roof, Corner Lot. A must see..$121,000

3 BD 2 Bath 2 Car Garage remodeled throughout. 
Fireplace, new Windows, New Roof, Sprinkler system 
in front and back..........................................$119,000

Farms/Ranches For Sale
FLOYD CO., TX – east of Lockney 1.5 mi., 405.64 ac. +/- dryland & 
grass, excellent 5 strand fence & cattle working facilities.
PECOS CO., TX.  – 640 ac. +/-, tremendous irrigation potential, 
excellent soil, not farmed in many years.
CASTRO CO. - DIMMITT, TX. -  960 ac. +/- of excellent land 
TABLE TOP with deep Pullman “A” soil!  240 ac. +/- CRP, bal. in 
improved & native grasses, good irr. potential with four existing irr. wells 
not presently in use. 
LAMB CO. – 880 ac. +/- sprinkler irrigated, 5 contiguous quarters & 80 
ac. +/- 1.75 mi. east, highly improved farm!
CASTRO CO., TX – Commercial property southeast of Dimmitt, Texas, 
nice shop/office combo, other out buildings, all weather parking & access 
to Hwy. 194.
CASTRO, CO. – Dimmitt Prime - Commercial Location - corner of 
Hwy 385 and FM 3215, city limits, warehouse space/remodeled office 
space/storage, scales, perimeter fencing.
BANKRUPTCY COURT SALE - DVR RANCH - Quay/Harding Co., 
NM – Located on both north & south shores of the Ute Lake reservoir – 
Logan, NM is a 22,429.44 ac. +/- ranch (10,444.44 deeded – 12,385.5 
State Lease) watered not only by wells & pipeline but also the lake itself 
on both shores. Excellent location on all weather roads & pvmt. 
UTE LAKE SUBDIVISION – beautiful, new custom built home, over 
5,000 sq. ft. on 3.230 ac. +/-, 4 bdrm., 3 ½ bath, 3 fireplaces  immaculate 
w/view from every room.
Please view our websites for details on these properties, choice NM, CO 
& TX  ranches (large & small), choice ranches in the high rainfall areas 
of OK, irr./dryland/CRP & commercial properties. We need your listings 
on any types of ag properties in TX., NM, OK & CO.

www.scottlandcompany.com
www.texascrp.com 

 Ben G. Scott – Broker
Krystal M. Nelson – NM Qualifying Broker

800-933-9698

CDL drivers,
mechanics, welders. 

Please come by
1782 Highway 214
Friona TX, or call
Peter 806-341-5036

tfn.2.16

Now Hiring
Full Time

Triticale and Wheat Seed
Beardless Wheat, Tam 204 and SY Razor 
Grain Wheat, WB Winterhawk, WB Grainfield, 
SY Grit, Tam 111, WB 4721.  Triticale, Trical 
348, Trical 813, Texan, Forerunner, and Graze 
All 1. Barley, Pennbar 66 and  Tambar 500.

www.gaylandwardseed.com

Gayland Ward Seed
4395 US Hwy 60
Hereford, Texas 79045
806-258-7394
800-299-9273

Call and place your order today!
50# bags, 2500 # totes, and bulk.

Delivery Available!

Bar G Trucking is taking applications 
for truck drivers with CDLs. Most of 
the hauling will be done in the state 
of Texas. For more information, call 

Kevin Bunch at (806) 357-2241
tfn:7.13
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Store #217
312 E 11th 

Friona TX
806-247-8010

Store #225 
1411 W. Hwy 60

Friona TX
806-247-8009

With summer crop production 
in full swing, pesticide spray drift 
can cause damage to neighboring 
property owners, but they aren’t 
without recourse, according to a 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service specialist.

“‘Tis the season for application 
of pesticides to increase through-
out Texas,” said Tiffany Dowell 
Lashmet, agricultural law special-
ist in Amarillo. “It is important 
for landowners to understand the 
rules and to know what to do be-
fore applying pesticides or in the 
event they suffer damages due to 
spray drift.

“Farmers on both sides of the 
issue—those applying pesticides 
and those neighboring landown-
ers—should take care to under-

stand the rules and responsibilities 
involved with pesticide applica-
tion,” Lashmet said. “In almost 
every instance, both farmers and 
neighbors have the same goal: 
avoiding drift issues and ensuring 
that everyone can harvest a good 
crop.”

As with every legal issue, it is 
always a good idea to try dealing 
with neighbor issues over a cup of 
coffee instead of in a courtroom, 
she said.

“Talking to your neighbor about 
these issues is a good place to start 
and can sometimes resolve prob-
lems without ever needing to get 
the legal process involved.”

Ideally, she said, this type of 
conversation would occur before 
pesticides are ever applied. Dis-

cussing when and where applica-
tion may occur, particularly near 
sensitive crops, can help avoid 
damage altogether. Making sure 
neighboring landowners know 
what crops may be growing near-
by is also important.

For farmers preparing to apply 
pesticides, following the rules is 
key, Lashmet said.

“The label is the law, and it is 
critical that applicators strictly fol-
low label requirements.”

Additionally, applicators 
should be familiar with all Texas 
Department of Agriculture rules 
for spraying in their location, she 
said. Keeping accurate logs and 
records is extremely important for 
all applicators.

Unfortunately, sometimes drift 

does occur, Lashmet said. In that 
event, the damage should be care-
fully documented.

This should include taking pho-
tographs or samples of damaged 
crops or foliage, documenting 
wind speed, direction, tempera-
ture, and getting statements from 
any witnesses who might have 
seen the application.

“The more documentation an 
injured farmer has, the better his 
chances of recovery will be,” she 
said.

Lashmet said application of 
pesticides is governed by the Tex-
as Department of Agriculture. In 
the event that someone is illegally 
applying the product—mean-
ing an application in violation of 
the label requirements or TDA 

Spray drift damage: What landowners need to know
By Kay Ledbetter

rules—the TDA has the authority 
to levy a fine and/or impose re-
strictions against that person.

Upon receipt of a complaint, 
the TDA will send someone to 
investigate the alleged drift inci-
dent, conduct interviews, inspect 
records and collect evidence, she 
said. If TDA finds a violation has 
occurred, it may fine the violator 
and impose restrictions on his or 
her ability to continue applying 
pesticides.

“It is important to note any fines 
imposed by TDA are paid to the 
TDA, rather than serving as pay-
ment for damages to the neighbor-
ing landowner,” Lashmet said.

She also noted that before call-
ing TDA, it is important that the 
injured landowner insure his or 
her own records are complete 
and accurate, as TDA will likely 
inspect them during their investi-
gation.

“Unfortunately, TDA’s inves-
tigation and determination may 
take an extended period of time 
to complete, which can lead to 
frustration for the injured farmer,” 

Lashmet said.
The injured landowner might 

want to consider a civil lawsuit 
against the applicator, she said. 
Unlike a TDA fine, a judgment 
in a lawsuit between the injured 
landowner and applicator will go 
to the landowner to compensate 
for damages.

“There are a number of poten-
tial claims that may be considered 
depending on the factual situa-
tion, including nuisance, trespass, 
negligence and others,” Lashmet 
said. “In the event that a lawsuit 
is filed, having the documentation 
and evidence discussed will be ex-
tremely useful for the landowner.”

Landowners should not wait to 
seek legal advice, as statutes of 
limitations apply to these claims 
and generally begin running at the 
time the damage occurs, she said.

“With consideration for other 
landowners, careful preparation 
and ensuring that rules are fol-
lowed, farmers should have no 
problems with pesticide applica-
tion to crops in Texas,” Lashmet 
said.

courtesy photo
The 1997 20-year reunion was a huge success! They had close to half of the class attend a portion of the re-
union festivities. Pictured are: back row,l-r, Greg Lewellen, Jenny (Ahrhart) Eisenhauer, Lucy (Aronce) Her-
nandez, Monica (Davis) Garcia, Leander Davila, Terry (Galicia) Ceballos, LaCretia (Padilla) Carranza, Omar 
Garza, Cornelio Perez, Hugo Santiago, Wade Reeb, and Scott Terry; front row, l-r, Leslie Fangman, Heather 
(Martin) Storey, Sherri (Jubay) Couch, Candi (Baca) Geske, Jennifer (McDonald) Tenley, Sheila (Wiseman) 
Giddens, Amber (Martin) Drake, Claudia (Castillo) Serna, and Alma (Correa) Rivera; not pictured but also 
attending the reunion festivities were Rachel (Mejia) Ramirez, Misty Chesher, Shane Blackburn, Paulino 
Balli, and Blaire (Jones) Herring.

Three days of beekeeping in-
formation will be offered July 
24-26 at workshops hosted by 
the Texas A&M AgriLife Ex-
tension Service in Ochiltree 
County.

 “With a growing number of 
people interested in becoming 
beekeepers at a small, hobby 
level, we wanted to offer this se-
ries of introductory beekeeping 
workshops,” said Scott Strawn, 
AgriLife Extension agriculture 
and natural resources agent in 
Ochiltree County.

The workshops will be from 
8:30 a.m. to noon each day at the 
Ochiltree County Expo Center, 
402 Expo Drive, Perryton. The 
cost is $10 per person to attend 
one, two or all three sessions. 
No preregistration is required.

Beekeeper researchers from 
the Texas Invasive Species In-
stitute at Sam Houston State 
University will be the speakers. 
They have a grant to teach new 

audiences about the benefits of 
bees to the environment and ag-
riculture, and are encouraging 
residents to become beekeepers, 
Strawn said.

The agenda July 24 will 
cover Benefits of Bees in Our 
Environment, Benefits of Bees 
to Farmers, Roles of Different 
Bees in Hives, Bee Life Cycles, 
Bee Research and U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Ser-
vice Beekeeping Enhancement 
Programs.

July 25 topics will be Intro 
to Beekeeping, Hive Assembly 
and Identification, Bee Anatomy 
and Life Cycle, Where to Buy 
Bees and How to Place Them, 
Using Various Tools to Check 
Hives and Pest Management.

The final day will include a 
site visit, and discuss hive setup 
and splitting hives.

For more information, contact 
Strawn at 806-435-4501.

Beekeeping workshops offered July 24-26 
By Kay Ledbetter



Thursday, July 20, 2017                                                                                         frionaonline.com                                                                                         Friona Star, Page 9

Patients soon will have an 
easier time dealing with health 
insurance-related problems, 
thanks to new laws. Two bills 
backed by the Texas Medical 
Association (TMA) this legis-
lative session — each of which 
passed and earned Gov. Greg 
Abbott’s signature into law 
— should give patients some 
relief from the headaches of 
surprise medical bills and 
unwarranted changes to their 
prescribed medication. The 
issues — surprise bills and 
“step-therapy protocol” — are 
just two of the ways in which 
health insurers make life diffi-
cult for Texas patients and the 
physicians who care for them.

Under Senate Bill 507 by 
Sen. Kelly Hancock (R-North 
Richland Hills), more patients 
can seek mediation after they 
receive balance bills for health 
care they thought their insur-
ance covers but does not. The 
law broadens the scenarios 
for which patients can seek 
mediation, giving them much-
needed recourse while pre-
serving a physician’s right to 
be paid for his or her services. 
The other measure signed into 
law, Senate Bill 680 — also 
by Senator Hancock — gives 
physicians greater authority 
to judge whether prescribed 
medication is working, and 
more quickly override a health 
plan’s efforts to change the 
medication.

Both measures, which take 
effect Sept. 1, are good ex-
amples of successful legisla-
tive changes to Texas’ health 
insurance policy, according 
to Beaumont anesthesiologist 
Ray Callas, MD, a member of 
TMA’s Board of Trustees. Dr. 
Callas gave medicine a high 
grade for its legislative work 
on insurance. “If you were 
going to score it [on] a zero-
to-10 scoring system, I would 
give it probably an 8.5,” said 
Dr. Callas, the immediate 
past chair of TMA’s Council 
on Legislation. “I think we 
moved the needle forward in 
order to protect patients and to 
hold insurance companies ac-
countable.”

Expanded Mediation
SB 507 maintains the cur-

rent $500 threshold, mean-
ing a patient can seek media-
tion to settle bills higher than 
$500 after he or she has paid 
deductibles, copays, and out-
of-pocket costs for treatment. 
This applies to care received 
at certain in-network facilities 
— namely, hospitals, birthing 
centers, ambulatory surgi-
cal centers, and freestanding 
emergency departments. The 
bill also expands mediation 
to all emergency care situa-
tions and requires health plans 
and practitioners who send a 
bill for out-of-network care to 
include a “conspicuous plain-
language explanation of the 
mediation process.”

Dr. Callas said SB 507 pro-
tects patients from surprise 
billing and expands parts of 
the process that are successful. 
“Because mediation is work-
ing, we are happy to see the 
mediation process protected, 
as the initial informal [media-
tion] conference call is where 
95 percent of disputes are re-
solved,” Dr. Callas said. “We 
feel maintaining this process 
is in the best interest of the pa-
tient to have a timely resolu-
tion of an out-of-network bal-
ance bill.”

Narrow or small insurance 
networks with too few physi-
cians from which to choose 
pose problems for patients. 
Often confused by their health 
insurance coverage, patients 
sometimes seek care from a 
physician who is not in their 
plan’s insurance network. 
When that happens, insurance 
pays a fraction of the patient’s 
health care bill, and patients 
receive a bill for the unpaid 
balance. Mediation can help 
them resolve those financial 
circumstances.  

Step-Therapy Override
The second insurance-re-

vision law improves patient 
care, particularly for some pa-
tients such as cancer patients. 
The step-therapy override, 
authorized by SB 680, says 
a health plan’s protocols are 
no reason to switch a patient 

to another drug if a physician 
believes the initial medication 
is working. Currently, health 
plans institute step therapy to 
save costs; essentially man-
dating physicians first try pre-
scribing a different, cheaper 
medication regardless of the 
doctor’s clinical preference. 
Instead, the bill shortens how 
quickly a physician can over-
ride an insurer’s step-therapy 
plan from the current 53 days 
to just three days, and it pre-
vents patients from having to 
go through the step therapy 
process a second time if their 
coverage changes. Austin he-
matologist-oncologist Sylvia 
Jaramillo, MD, testified in 
support of SB 680 on TMA’s 
behalf at a Texas Senate Busi-
ness and Commerce Commit-
tee hearing in March. She told 
lawmakers step therapy “can 
increase risk and expose pa-
tients to potentially ineffec-
tive treatments. This can cause 
delay in access to appropriate 
care, which ultimately affects 
patient outcomes.” Dr. Jara-
millo also told the committee, 
“While sometimes step ther-
apy sounds reasonable, it can 
be very dangerous.”

Dr. Callas said both bills 
are a victory for patient safety 
and transparency. “If patients 
are happy with the legislation 
and what it does for them, then 
physicians will be in a better 
position to build a tighter bond 
with their patients, without 
fear of some insurance-related 
process taking over.”

In the end, he said, physi-
cians want to focus on where 
their attention should lie — 
providing the best care pos-
sible for patients. These bills 
help improve the health care 
system for patients and the 
doctors who treat them.

TMA is the largest state 
medical society in the na-
tion, representing more than 
50,000 physician and medical 
student members. It is located 
in Austin and has 110 compo-
nent county medical societies 
around the state. TMA’s key 
objective since 1853 is to im-
prove the health of all Texans.

New insurance laws will benefit Texas patients

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that PARMER COUNTY SSA intends to destroy records of students who 
received special education services ending during the 2009-2010 school year.  These records in-
clude only those located in the Parmer County SSA office located at 618 Main Street, Friona, Texas.  
Records herein described include students receiving special education services in the following 
school districts:  Bovina ISD, Farwell ISD, Friona ISD and Lazbuddie ISD.  Legal parent/guardian 
or adult student with disabilities may request copies of these records by contacting Jo Ann Belcher, 
Director of Special Education, at the PARMER COUNTY SSA office at 618 Main Street, Friona, 
Texas 79035, phone number (806) 250-2740 by July 30, 2017.  REMEMBER THAT THESE RE-
CORDS MAY BE NEEDED FOR SOCIAL SECURITY PURPOSES.

AVISO

Se está avisando que PARMER COUNTY SSA  tiene intención de destruir documentos de estu-
diantes que recibieron servicios de Educación Especial antes y durante el Aňo 2009-10.  Los únicos 
documentos que van a ser destruidos son los que están en la oficina de PARMER COUNTY SSA lo-
calizada en la calle Main Número 618, en Friona, Texas.  Documentos en esta oficina son de estudi-
antes que recibieron servicio en los siguientes distritos:  Bovina ISD, Farwell ISD, Friona ISD and 
Lazbuddie ISD.  Padres/guardianes legales  o estudiantes adultos con incapacidades fisicas/men-
tales pueden pedir copias de sus documentos.  Pueden llamar o escribir a Jo Ann Belcher,  Directora 
de Educación Especial, en la oficina de PARMER COUNTY SSA, 618 Main Street, Friona Texas 
79035, Número de teléfono es (806) 250-2740,  antes del 30 de Julio del 2017. RECUERDEN QUE 
ESTOS DOCUMENTOS PUEDEN SER NECESARIOS PARA EL SEGURO SOCIAL.

Electricity, and the company that provides it, de-
livers more than just cool comfort on hot summer 
days across the towns and cities of Xcel Energy’s 
Texas and New Mexico service area.

Committed to doing more than just keeping the 
lights on, Xcel Energy focuses on spending locally 
and supporting neighbors with hundreds of skilled 
employees who give back to their home communi-
ties. 

Recently compiled data show that Xcel Energy 
spent more than $103 million in area towns and 
cities during 2016 as it continued a historic capital 
investment initiative that will position the region-
al power grid for years of growth and upgrades. 
That’s money spent on anything from steel and 
concrete for new high-voltage power lines down to 
food, fuel and lodging for linemen and substation 
workers building new power facilities and work-
ing to restore power after storms.

Xcel Energy employs approximately 1,700 men 
and women in Texas and New Mexico to serve 
more than 370,000 customers. The company oper-
ates more than 22,000 miles of power lines, eight 
generating plants and 490 substations in the com-
pany’s 52,000 square mile Texas-New Mexico ser-
vice area. These valuable facilities benefit  local 
cities, counties and school districts in the form of 
sales and property taxes. Total taxes paid by Xcel 
Energy, including franchise fees paid to area cities, 
amounted to more than $29 million in 2016.

“Our roots in the southwest go back to 1904, 
and we grew up with the towns and cities in our 
service area,” said David Hudson, president, Xcel 
Energy – New Mexico, Texas. “We live and work 
here, and the hours employees spend volunteering 
are just as valuable to Xcel Energy as the time they 
spend ensuring the company delivers safe, afford-
able and reliable electric service.  We understand 
the responsibility we have to invest in our region 
and help it prosper.”

Xcel Energy employees and retirees, with help 
from Xcel Energy Foundation matching dollars, 
supported their hometowns with more than $1 mil-
lion in donations to nonprofits in 2016, a figure 
that includes more than $800,000 to area United 

Way organizations. Employees also donated close 
to 2,000 volunteer hours assisting dozens of area 
nonprofits, and these hours were matched with 
Dollars for Doing gifts from the Xcel Energy 
Foundation.

As older workers move toward retirement in in-
creasing numbers, Xcel Energy hopes to replenish 
its regional workforce with men and women who 
grew up in the area and wish to remain here to start 
families and advance their careers. The company 
recruits potential new employees not only from 
regional universities, but also from high schools. 
Beginning apprentice salaries for craft positions 
start at close to $50,000 a year, before overtime, 
and all employees are encouraged to continue their 
educations by utilizing tuition reimbursement pro-
grams that cover up to 80 percent of degree pro-
gram costs.

“If we can attract more home-grown talent, we 
know these young people will likely remain with 
us for many years,” Hudson said. “This is not only 
good for us, but also for the towns where these em-
ployees live and work because our employees are 
very generous with their time and talents.” 

Looking ahead, Hudson expects the company’s 
impact on the regional economy to grow larger 
as it lays plans for additional investment in the 
power lines and generating equipment that will 
drive the regional economy for years to come. 
In March, Xcel Energy announced plans for $1.6 
billion in new wind energy facilities that will add 
1,230 megawatts of low-cost wind energy to the 
regional generation mix. The largest of the new 
wind farms, Sagamore Wind, will be built south 
of Portales, N.M., with another large project, Hale 
Wind, planned in Hale County northeast of Lub-
bock. Energy from these new company-owned 
facilities, when combined with the energy from a 
new wind contract signed with an outside devel-
oper, will generate savings of $2.8 billion for re-
gional electricity customers over 30 years.

More information about Xcel Energy’s wind 
proposal and other investments in the regional 
power system can be found at www.xcelenergy.
com/ourenergyfuturesw.

Xcel Energy has large impact across region
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