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Dr. S. H. WINDHAM
Physician and Sur&eon
Office over Tahoka Drug Store

I'AHOKA —  —  —  —  T E X A S

RANDOLPH and WILLIAMS

L A W Y E R S
PLAINVIEW ....................TEXAS

W ill practice in the District and 
Appellate Courts.

Read This to Your Boy. COME ONE AND ALL
[Published by request.]

judge Wofford of Kansas City in f°r ever> l * Vou need, or come and we will show you that you need 
a recent address to hoys gave 'a d - , something that we have in stock. All we ask ts, Come One And All

vice which if heeded, would soon v i rIV. H. Hampton & Son.
■ ■ ■  ”  ■ .. .i ■ ■■ i.. .......  . . . .  m . i .

L. T. L E S T E R , Pres. < > L. SL A T O N . V. I*. W . S. POSHV. Cashier

The First National Bank of Lubbock
No. 6195

revolutionize the country. It 
should he read to every boy in the 
United States.

“ I have been on the bench four­
teen years, and during that time, 
thousands of boys have been • 
brought before me, but not one of j
them was a constant attendant at C a p j { a l  S tQ c k

t n  t  t  j  Ĉ urch or Sunday school, or obe- Surplus O Undivided Profits
UT♦ J# rl#  M C L U  Y dient to his father or mother. Individual Responsibility

“ I have inquired of many boys
to get into

$ 4 0 , O t > 0 .0 0  
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P H Y S IC IA N  A N D  SU R G EO N

CHRONIC DISEASES A SPECIALTY

T  ahoka,

$ 2 5 0 ,0'0 0 .0 < >
what caused them to get into , 4 . , . . .* i \\ e extend to our customers every accomad.ition consistent with

j trouble, and in most instances have good Banking. If you have no bank adcount, open one, and begin to
1 C X 3.S* I f° UI,d that staying away from build up a credit for yourself. You mav not need credit now. but the

I\ M. BARTLEY\

_school, playing pool, hanging a-
i round saloons and cigarette smok­
ing are responsible.

law yer  AND co n yeyan cer . j “ Start right, boys. To he any- 
Practice only in District and higher body, to accomplish anything for 

Courts. Office in Court house. yourself or the community, you
T A H O K A , T E X A S ,  cannot In: idle. Don’t drink —

-.............—  ■ ---------- ■ ----  liquor destroyes the mind and hod v.
■ gentlemen do not.

It i> low and vulgar. Don’t read 
’ trashy literature— it leads to evil.

G IV Perryman Don’t swear

Lawyer, Notary, Land Agent
and Conveyancer. Complete Ab- j ” ~ , ......  / 7 “ ....... •**•

, _ f , , : Don t hang around saloons— good
^tract of Lynn county lands to date. __  . , , .

Tahoka, Lynn County, Texas
that way. 
hanging a-

W. R. SPENCER
Attorney at Law

Brownfield, Texas.
W ill practice in all the Courts of the state 
of Texas, and in the Eederal Courts.
special attention given to matters in 
bankruptcy.

men are not madei
. When you see a man 
j round a saloons, the devil is after 
♦ Dim and will get him sooner or la- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Iter. Benjamin Franklin would Thc fced crops in I.vnn countv 
; never have accomplished anything j  a r e  ^  h e a v y  t l l i s  v e a r  t h a t  the
! if he had been guilty of any of rTj— %  k . hard win<j cf t;;e seventh 
j these practices. Be honest * ^ J & r 9fC b 2B b sideraUe dau.agc to 
! above 3,1 th,,,«s - 1>oor m*y>  " > nianv crops flat’ and

time will come when you will.
L u b b o c k , ..................................................................................................................... T e x a s .

Cosmopolitan Hotel.
The Very Best Hotel

is w h a t  t h e  drum m ers aSS s a y ,  
and they k n o w  w h a t  is best.
Grain Store and W agon Yard in connection. 

AV K  1H > R T K R F I K I J >  P R O P
Ca h

The preacher in the pul; it and

the best citizens.m i
“ To be a good man, you must 

; be a good boy. So start off right. 
The graveyaids are filled with 

Tahoka Drug Store those who started wrong. Let me
E. G IL M O R E , Proprietor, j impress upon you the only road to

| success is bv living a right life. 
Prescriptions carefully compounded. Be honest, industrious, frugal. It

PURE D RUGS

M.

’•̂ 3: .^ i t a r  ^Kdow and expensive y»l 
t ^ h e m .V j \ -

We sell only the purest drugs at 
Taylor’s.

Mr. J. A. Hancock, of near La- 
mesa was in Tahoka Wednesday.

men ev<i-ryu here
\Yh o have to 1t arn tl leir •*v '.tiles' an

rayi!tien t that th y w ear
Are 1 truestly d eck.ring. as 11leu

sinee A lam 's fall,
Tha t the r ich are f:tr fnm» h; ippy

ti:at m<nicy wasn’t all;
O. tlietr h vgic is deli ghtfu : and thei

m in K Vr« »foui id—
Put cash i-» st 111 a ra ther handy thi

havt • a round.

The profi cSv *rs keep explalining that

W 1-

! tli

ha\

ami

NoRTII. .SI D E .. .PUBLIC..SQUARE; is not necessary to wear a long face at

Tahoka Texas.

Plant Home
Grown Trees!

or be sanctimonious. Keep laugh 
ing. Have a good time as you go

You know that you should plant trees, 
but perhaps you do not realize the im-1 need them, 
portance of planting home grown trees; 
by that wfe mean trees grown on the 
Plains. Such are tbe trees for sale by 
the Llano Estacado Nursery, of Locknev.
Pet us sell you some Plains grown trees.
Si. C. CRIE, Agent for Lynn Goun­
ty, Texas. Let me figure with you now’.

W. D. Robison, post master 
Arney, Texas, and his brother, J. 
O. Robison of eight mile* south <•! 

j through life, but let it be the right j Canyon City, were prospering :r* 
sort of a time.— E x. i Tahoka, last week.

—  —  - j Tim grass on the Plains ;s stih
Coffins at Gilmore's when you as green as a wheat field in eaih

spring.

Rev. I). B. Koen a Primitive B ars M usic in Church.
If an organ or a m usical instrum ent 

Baptist, of Montague county will of any kind is ever brought iu«> the
likely preach at Tahoka th e  fo r th  Christian church at Hart wick. Ia.. thc

building and site will r< vert to theSunday of this month.

School Shoes! School Shoes!! 
Best Line for sale at Hampton’s.

members of the coRgregsfiou who op­
pose their installation. T! i? is accord­
ing to the term s of a deed to t he property 
given the church by H. 13. Smith.

New Stock of
Furniture 

Just received at 
J.H . Conway’s

Last Thursday the wind blew a 
iox20 unfinished barn and seme 
stalls about 30 yards on M. M. 
Red wine’s farm.

If you want dry goods, go 
Conways and get them cheap.

One on the Old Gent.
Before going to battle with the Jap­

anese fleet R ojestven sky sent his pay 
chest to Chefoo, where it was placed 
in charge o f the Russian consul. This 
seems to thoroughly dispose o f the 

to  claim  that R ojestvensky was taken by 
surprise.

tie
richest im n art- those 

\\ h«> p<»ssess the deepest knoledge and 
art* free from petty woes;

Much we hear of tainted monev an d tlu  
heartaches that it brings 

I o i l 's  jr .i.iii ] •< ssessors, the ]voTturl*d 
financial king;

W 1 are cons'.antly remim.K d of "th e l;et 
six feet of ground'* —

1'nt cash is still a rather liandv thing 
to have around.

lit  that worl s from early morning liil 
ill shadows fall at nig! t.

She i'u  1 sews with aching fingers while 
her cheeks are thin and white.

May be heaping future treasures where 
the saints in glorv dwell.

H t the rich mans auto pa-ses, h avin g 
trails of dust and smell! - 

He is freed from toils exactions end lie 
] robaly has found

That cash is still a rather haudv tiling 
to have around.

— S. E. Kiser in Chicago

lio to Taylor's for
t ciiK s and pure drugs

»r». 11 era 0 J.

] >. tent modi-
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Application has been made for en­
trance in the postoffice as second class 
matter.

Not Dead, But Sleeping.
La^t week a State Bank was or­

ganized at Emma with L. T. Lester 
as preside, t. E. B. Covington vice- 
president and W, W. Gunn cashier. 
There are eight stock holders, all 
local men except L. T . Lester of 
this place and J. B. Posey of Floy- 
dada. The capital stock is set at 
S i0,00.— Canyon City News.

The Dawson county bank begin 
business Aug. 24th. says the Daw­
son County News.

It begins to look like Tahoka is 
to be the last town in Texas, which 
boasts a court house, to have a 
bank: Let> organize a commer­
cial club, village improvement so­
ciety, a business mens league, or 
something, anything, to build up 
Tahoka and Lynn county. We 
have the best county on the Plains 
all conditions considered; fuel, soil, 
grass, and stock: Tahoka is as
nice a little town as any one could 
wish to live in. Why don’ t we 
wake up and do something 
a wav.

right

Lynn County Agent
—  F  O R  —

A K Itattkes—Eye GIas$e«,
Warranted to t>e the best Lenses 

on the market. Pedlers are not 
allowed to handle them: Sold only
by agents. I am sole agent for 
Lynn County— M. E. GILM O RE, 
north side of square, Tahoka. Tex.

When is Tahoka going to have a 
bank?

Ladies nice ready-made, under 
and over skirts, try them, at W ells 
cc Welcher’s department store.

The court yard looks bare ruu 
lonesome without the big tent.

Conway's prices are right. It 
you need dry goods see him.

Noah Cade came home from the 
T  —  ranch, Sunday, with a case of 
fever that is keeping him in bed.

W. G. Phillips, of near Angelo, 
bought five sections of Lynn coun­
ty land, this week.

no D A Y S .
If >011 know that your account 

at Conway’s has run over 3 0  days 
please call ami settle, as the profits 
aie so small it takes prompt settle­
ments to run the business.

“Nothin* Doing.”
Mr. E. A. Boles, of Light, pre- 

seuted a telephone proposition to a | 
small mass meeting of our citizens j 
at the court house Wednesday 
night last. About all the meeting 

* resulted in, was to develope the 
j fact, as one of the citizens aptly re- 
I marked, that, “ united we fall, or 
j divided we stand.”  In fact all the 
'report of the meeting is, “ nothing 
; doiug.”

Two, “ O ld K c l i« b l « » .M

’Tis now tile “ old m ans" anxious 
thought.

Turns to the school shoes soon to be 
1m night:

! And lie fingers and squezes his pocket- 
book,

As through many a line he takes a 
look—

“ l guess u e ’ ll try H am ilton’s line once
m ore;’*

“ Do they keep them here?”  “ Yes, at 
Ham pton’s store.”

Mr. I. \V. Meyer passed through 
Tahoka Thursday morning on his 
waj home from a 15 day trip to 

| Big Springs.

More room, more drugs, more
customers at Taylor’s drug store.

j
M. B. Merrill of 20 miles north 

of Plain view, and K. C. Sterret, 
also of Hale county, passed through 
Tahoka last Saturday on their way 
home from Sherwood.

Satisfaction Clothing is the 
j cheapest line of good readv-in.ide 
i clothing on the market. For sale 
I by Wells & Welcher.

Rev. W. L. Lovelady. a local 
preacher from Gomez, was here at­
tending the holiness meeting.

H O N E S T Y !

Yes, honesty, just common honesty, business honesty, 
that is what we want to talk about. W e believe in 
honesty, don’t you? W e try to get honest goods, and 
we sell them at honest prices. It is easy to be honest 
in business, for old fashioned honesty pays, don’ t it?

J.  H.  C O N  W  A  Y .

J. IV. STEVENSON. G. F. PATTERSON.

B L A C K S M I T H I N  G
of all kinds done quickly and well. Horse 
shoeing and drill sharpening a speciality. 

S T E V E N S O N  &  P A T T E
T IN  W O R K. F A IR  C H A R G E S

f * '

L A N D
H Doak Shcii J  and T ax Collector C E Brown Deput

DOAK 8 BROWN

LAND AGENCY

• y

V.
$1.50 TO $3.50 

Choice Plains Land
TAHOKA LYNN COUNTY TEXAS

L A N D j

POPE A GREAT FAVORITE.

Notice
The public are l u r ^  Bparln_ 

that persons turning s 
pasture without my co«8hoMai,'* 
prosecuted to tnc full cxber 
law.— A. L. Lockwood.** her>*

Has Beta  s  Pulpit Orator of Benown 
from Vary Outsat of His 

Priestly Career.

Vne recalls, writes W illiam J. 
>oke, in Century, those mov­

ing speeches which, as car­
dinal, he delivered weeping in the 
conclave, setting forth all his im­
perfections (his sins, even), and 
the disadvantages of his career 
from barefooted boyhood up, but

n:g an extra smile.

A bouncing baby lx>y arrived at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. J. II.
Brown, last Sunday morning the j whic*li really secured him the 
10th. We met Jess in town Tucs- ; throne, and the stories of hiui 
day, and we thought he was wear-' which every one knows in Lom­

bardy and Venetia. F o rn o e e d e  
siastic can have boon more widely 
known than he. A pulpit orator 
of renown from the very outset 
of his priestly career, the sought 
after panegyrist of great ooca- 

... .... , . . sions when bishop and patriarch,
U eo Phiiups. surprized their many no wonder that he was hailed by a
friends la i Sunday tne loth, by voice in Koine when he took pos 
quietly getting married. It seams, session of his title as cardinal: 
the coupie \ cut to Sunday school, j “ No one has spoken so well as this 
and irom there to the home of Rev. j cardinal! 1 A s country assistant,

\Ye arc always receiving, and 
selling, fresh, pure drug* at T ay­
lor’s, west side square.

Mr. John Etheridge and Miss

Metcalf whcic the cirimnuy was 
performed, after which Mr Ethe­
ridge took his bride to their future 
home.

School Shoo Sale*
Just in, a full line of Hamilton 

Brown School Shoes, a big order j A fnU new Hne 
but soon gone, you better hurry to C iothill2 for IIien 
Hampton’s and buy now. Wells &  Welcher’s.

then parish priest, then professor 
in the seminary of Treviso, canon, 
chancellor of the diocese, great 
hierarch of Mantua, the successor 
of St. Mark, everyone seems to 
know him, and no one haa anv 
memory that it not pleasant.

JA M E S  C H A M B E R S 

has a complete stock of

LE AT H E R  GOODS
and does ail kinds of Saddle, Har­
ness and Shoe repair work at 
reasonable prices. T ry his work 

N orth Sid** Publh* Squar**,
TAHOiA. T KX AS.

Groceries & Grain.
When you want to buy fresh

GROCERIES
the only place to go for them is to .1

Grocery Store
where all kinds of good cheap

GROCERIES
are sold while they are fresh 

R. D. M O R RI S .
Tahoka* Texas-

Tahoka Barber Shop.
C. H. P e t e r s , Prop.

Work done in a neat and up- 
to-date style. Confections. 
Cigars. Tobacco, sundries. 
A gt. Weatherford Laundry.

North Side Square.

of Satisfaction 
and boys, at

Mr. Virgil Hunt, of Fannin 
county, airived in Tahoka Satur 
day f or a  \i>it with his uncle, J 
II. Comvav.



I “ Brother,”  said h e  o f th e  b lack  robe,
' %8 ho laid  his hand upon th e head of the 

novice, “ the God of your Good Fortune 
j has sm iled upon you in perm itting you

to en ter the eternal c ity  of y\y and 
pleniitude. L et us sing the song of 
praise.”

T en  men, attired  in robes sim ilar to 
that worn by the speaker, then advanced 

, and raised up th eir voices in a wierd 
' chant.

T h e  words were:
Drink thou the cup of eternal life ana friend­

ship now,
Thou art the hero of all heroes now alive,
Thou hast arrived this day to drink eternal

wine.
Wherever you go you will And your faithful

brother.
Before the chant had ended a sil ver cup 

| filled with orange wine was held to Sho 
j M ai's lips, and she drank of it. When 
! the singers had finished th ey a ll sipped 
j in turn of the liquid  rem aining. Then 

two young men, in garm ents garnished 
w ith gold and armed w ith swords, laid 
the heavy, cruel-looking blades upon 
the bared head of the g ir l, who shud­
dered.

“ Sw ear,”  said a voice from the black 
; robe, “ swear on the p irate’s cross to be 

true as the steel to the brothers of the 
K w an Dah Clan. Sw ear to the north,I

! sw ear to the south, sw ear to the east 
j and to the west. Sw ear.”  
t “ I sw ear,” whispered the g ir l, and her 

voice sounded to her as though i t  had 
! come from another being.

T hen  three men formed* a trian gle  
w ith Sho Mai and the two j*oung men in 
the center, and as th ey w alked  she 
crept on her knees over the tiled  floor,

I w ith the swords s till restin g th eir fear- 
I ful w eight on her head, into the next 

chamber. T ho swords were removed 
and sho was coinm anaea to look up 
Before her stood a red-robed figure 

1 Again a voice broke the d eath-like stilt 
aess of the cham ber.

“ Brother, w ill you swear by the iuf 
w hich g ives you lig h t by day, by th 
moon w hich illum in ates the heavens a 
n ight, and by the stars to be a true sain 
son of the kingdom  of jo y a n d p lo n t  
tude; to enrich only the clan of Kw a: 
Dah; to prott*ct on ly  the men of 
clan, and to declare eternal war agaiai 
the Han Choirs?”  /

A gain  she uttered that w M ijf * «£. 
distinct, but with a sound at i h e  - j'V  
w ere born of a sepulcher: , i

“ I sw ear.”  ^
“ You hear,”  cam e from him ^

i-od robes. “ L e t us sing tha «t» v #» 
the fa ith fu l,” and once more j*
vore lifted  up in the strain o» 
o a new member of the on!e» *  

the last echo had found death I* 
the head of the candidate w
♦ owed, and four swonl9 rest«*<! the
veigh t upon her head. Then the 'o  
nen formed a square and again th* gi 

'^opt pace on her knees with th* 
censured steps of the men a bo** *
'he third  cham ber was reached •* •£ 

darker than the other two. anJ a# 
)rocession cam e to a halt an.5 \
>f the human fence broke a; T

.n robes o f royal yellow  iw  i >  C.
As he waved his hand tht iwtv J Z  
were removed liuib the head y  w i  
didatc. T hen he spoke: *

“ Brother T oyh ai, 1 ha** y  , „ 
sword,*’ su itin g  ♦ he action t. th#* ^ 
“ T h is  is the only emblem «.* • 
o f the saints of jo y and plen; *.■ ». *
it  a ll broth* rs conquer. !*. i *,

HE MANDARIN’S 

DAUGHTER.”/ WELLS G WELCHER
/ CONT Nl'Et) FROM LAST WHKK

■ Suddenly she heard a great noise, as 
P a  thousand men had a ll a t once broker 
p t o  cheers; and, as i f  i t  w ere a signal, 

^Be bandage was removed from her eyes, 
f t  blase of lig h t succeeded th e gloom in 
which she had w alked, and she stood 
dazzled by the rays of a thousand lamps 
which filled the n»om w ith th e g lo ry  of 
the mid-day sun. S tra igh t before hei 
rose a throne g litte rin g  w ith  gold and 
g^uis. and tow ering alm ost to the ce il­
ing of the lo fty  apartm ent. Flanked 
about th e throne were soldiers of extra­
ordinary size, w earing blouses of steel 
m ail. A ll th is the g irl saw at a glance, 
and then the C h ief led  her before the 
throne.

“ K neel, s la v e .”  he whispered, and 
boro her to the earth w ith the w eight 
of his hand till her forehead was pressed 
against the cold m arble tiles.

“ Oh, K in g, most noble Kwan Dah, 
m ighty ru ler over hum ble servants,” 
-♦ aid the C hief, “ I bring good news from 
the sea to this, th y throne. Of mer­
chandise plenty, and of teal also 
plenty. Not one of th y  warriors lias

For the cel­
ebrated SELZ 
SHOES, and 
the STETSON 
HATS, you 
know the kind, 
the very Beet.

The beet 
quality oT DRY 
GOODS are
b e l  ig  sol

ROYAL
BLUE
$3.50

I r  vot t o  i ot. ai:d are je x ir g  rent, yen ‘ to id d  co irc to the F fco s  V a l l e y .

\m i  i:i:<kr irrigation is to be bad at reasonable figures.
a t the pirate k in g, the .terror of 
a brave nation. She saw a man, stout 
alm ost to obesity, whose s ix ty  years sat 
lig h tly  upon his m assive head. A 
blouse of gold links, cunningly inter­
woven, covered h i- chest nr.d arms, and 
a long, grayish  m ustache drooped down 
on e ith er side of a sen*uai mouth. His 
face was painted in stripes ot as man v
colors as the rainbow, b ut he did not 
need th is  savage decoration to m ake his 
aspect terrib le. B u t Sho M ai had 
learned not to shrink from th e face of 
ianger, and she fixed her eyes upon tho 
fearful b ein g steadily. He looked 
stra igh t into her eyes for a moment, 
and then said to tho C hief: “ Your
words are true and I commend your 
udgm ent for sparing so prom ising a 
routh. He w ill m ake an acceptable ad­
dition to our com m unity.”

T h en , tu rn in g to an officer who stood 
n ext the throne upon the r ig h t side, he 
continued: “ Y e e C h a n , g iv e  the young 
1 Ian Chow the uniform  of the T oyh ai,

and an apartm ent suitable to the rank
*»f an officer.”

“ 1 thank you, most m ighty Kwan 
Dah,”  said Sho Mai, “ and i f  I do not 
prove my courage le t  me die by tho 
sword!”

W h y  should you pay rent when land ccn be hed at a minimum cost 

the nearest railroad agent for reduced rates ai d if he car ro t give them

A L. Co n k  j> TiafTc

N o 'M o n ey  R e q u ir e d
until you receive and approve of your bkjelo.

i anyone on Ten Days Free
| Finest guaranteed £  Swu

\\ IB \11905 Models ID  ^
QSa Iff '' V l l  **th Coaster - Brakes and Punctureless Tire.*.

M m  BRfflR!.SS!!S $7 to $12
M n t t r M  -dny make or model you itanl dt one-third tt"u«4 

ymce. Choice of any standard tires  and U -tJ 
equipment on all our bicycles. JStronycet gaurunitt.

I P V f t ; u * f t  W e SH IP QN APPROVAL C. O. D. to
tftlr W  r flfl one unf/umf a cent deposit and allow IO DAYG  
K V l y V F R E E  T R I A L  \ >efore purchase is bindiug.
rtSBan B * 500 Second Hand Wheels #4 . eo
in  Yciacf t f t  taken In trade by our'Chicago retail stores, 10iia itjua* w a  *n makes and models, good as new..........  ^

A  A  II A T  D IIV  * bicycle until you have written for our FACTORY 
U tl n i l  I D U I PRtOEM Amo FREE TRIAL OFFER. Tires, 

equipment sundries and sporting goods of all kinds, at half regular price. in our 
big free Sundry Catalogue. Contains a world of useful Information. Wiim .‘jr it.

PUNCTURE-PROOF TIRES *4
Regular p r ic e  $8sSO per pair. ££& *
To Introduce $ 1  7  C  &7<m 
:/» will Sell / I  ■ ■ ^  I L -j, 
You a  Sample £ L norls’ eusl V S  
i 'z ; : *  for Only outnthe a!r 
NO MORE TROUBLE from PUNCTURES

H esult o f 15 v e a rs  experien ce in tire  makini
No danger from  THORNS,
PINS, H

ire  m ak in g . I U  EAST RIDING, STRONG,

I f  DURABLE>SELF keauk3
punctures, like  in ten tion al kn ife  cu ts, ca n  be FULLY COVERED by PATENTS 
vu lcan ized  lik e  an y oth er tire . II BEWARE OF UK! TAT JON S

Send for Catalogue MT.** showing all kinds and makes of tires at $2.00 per pair and uj*-- 
al>o Coaster-Brakes. Built-up Wheels and Bicycles—Sundries at Hal f  th o  u s u a l »*r/c«r.

Notice the tliick rubber tread “ A ” and puncture strips ”B ” and This Ure wj.l
outlast any other make—Soft. Elastic and Easy Riding. We will ship C. 0. D. 0$ APPROVAL 
AND EXAMINATION without a emt dr posit.
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“ THE MANDARIN’S 
DAUGHTER,”/’

CONTINUED FROM THIRD PACK.

Suddenly m e caan t began. I f  sp 
taken up b y men in the second eha/ 
her, repeated by those in the first char 
bf r and parsed along until it  seemed f  
though the stones of the floor, the reed 
of the roof and even the very sword 
♦ hemselves gave tongue to the strain 
It was echoed and re-echoed; i t  swelled 
out into tho open air, and came back re 
informed. liven  when the voices had 
hushed it seemed to the kn eelin g  gir 
as though the spirits of the air wore 
w afting it  up to the g«>ds. T h e words 
told her she was a hero, but the music 
so wild and unearthly, k illed  in its  con 
cep*ion the thought of praise.

Ilo of the yellow robes then advanced 
with a cup.

“ D rink,” ho said, ‘ ‘and may the cow 
ard blood of the Ilan Chow m ake you 
stronger and more ven geful against our 
law ful prey!”

T h e liquor was one-half wine and one
half blood! Could she drink it? Invol 
u n tan ly  she turned her hoed to look be­
hind, hoping to see the facoof the Chief.

“ You are 1 n>king beyond the earth. 
T here is death behind you,” came the 
voice from the yellow  robe. “ D rink!” 
and the dreadful cup came ju st a trifle 
nearer.

I>outh! and there w’as so much to live 
for— L i K h i; the com petition, her pa 
rents. I f  she died there, no one would 
ever know her fate. T h e compresses 
lips part«il just a trifle and the sm all 
sh ap ely  head leaned forward w ith  at 
alm ost im perceptible m ovem ent. The 
cup came closer. 8he hesitated to think

“ Death!” said a voice behind her.
“ D rink!”  came from the robe.
T h e  words were a ll th at broke the 

tom b-like stilln ess of the cnam oer save 
the breathing of the g irl. She would 
drink, then perhaps the aw ful cerem ony 
would be ended.

T h e fu ll, round lips kissed the cold 
edge of the cup. T h e hand which held it  
tilted  it  just a litt le , and the blood of tho 
dead and the lips of the liv in g  met. T h e 
liquid  stained the crimson lips w ith a 
sham eless red, the stain crept into tho 
w hite teeth  -and trick led  down her 
throat. She shuddered and fe lt  as if 
the blood of the dead had palsied her 
limbs. She choked, gasped and strug­
gled for air.

Suddenly the cup was removed, a mur­
mur w ent through the throng, ligh ts  
blazed up, the hoods of the assem blage 
were thrown back and the faces of the 
band w'ere revealed.

T h e figure in the robe of yellow  ad­
vanced, and, exten d in g his hand, lifted  
Sho to her feet. She s till  held  the 
sw’ord which had been given her.

“ B rother,” said the man, “ there is but 
one th in g more for you to do. M any 
have lacked the necessary courage to 
face th is last ordeal, and so have lost
their lives. W hen I have finished no 
word of encouragem ent w ill be given 
you. Y ou  must do as you are instructed, 
or— ”

“ Death by the sword o f the pirate 
clan ,”  chanted the assem blage.

“ You b ear,”  continued the speaker. 
“ Now act, and may you prove yourself 
worthy tho nam e and sword o f a 
T o yh ai.”  T h en  addressing tw’o men 
w ho 8to< d on the opposite side o f the 
cham ber: “ You know your d u ty.”

A t th is tho two pulled back the folds 
of a double curtain , which concealed an 
alcove in the w all w hich was lighted  
even mere b rig h tly  than the cham ber 
itself. A gain st the rear w all of the a l­
cove stood a man p erfectly  erect. A 
thin band of stee l held his head in posi­
tion, and bands of lik e  m etal encircled 
his neck, w aist, an kles and wrists. His 
hands were stretched w ell out and his 
f-^et wore w ell apart. Such a look of 
agony upon a hum an face the g irl 
bad never dreamed of. T h e  eye-balls 
rolled round and round in th eir sockets 
as i f  th ey bad never known resto r quiet; 
the lip s tw itched and trem bled, and a 
spot of blood on the nether lip  m arked 
the place w here a tooth had penetrated

the flesh, w hile m e nanas a ltern ate ly  I 
clenched them selves and unfolded.

“ There is a  traitrous heart, i f  ever one i 
beat in the bosom of a man. He is not 
fit to live. My brother, do you find out 
his v ita l spot w ith th at true and thrice- ! 
blessed blade and show how a Toyhai 
treats the enem ies of K w an D ah.”

T h e m ixture of the wine and blood 
the g ir l had drank seemed to have filled 
her w ith fire, and her blood w ent cours­
ing so q u ick ly  through the veins that 
when the speaker had finished she

could alm ost hear i t  surging to and fro. 
Her checks were aflame, and her heart 
beat w’ith painful violence. She knew  
what was required of her. She m ust 
take a human life , but such was tho 
wild excitem en t which now controlled 
her th at she had less horror in  contem ­
plating th is act than she had before in 
drin kin g the blood and wine.
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___ J t i g g y Z r

T ill BLADE TOUCT1ED TILE BARED BREAST 
OF THE TRAITOR. ^

She stepped forward, w ith the weapon 
pointed toward tho trem bling w retch. 
It was w ithin an inch of Mis breast. T h e 
blood surging to her brain dazed her. 
Sho wavered backward and forward, 
and as the condemned traitor saw 
her thus, as if  summoning energy for a 
fatal stroke, he sen t forth such a cry of 
arjony as rung through the whole city . 
To Sho Mai it  sounded lik e  the voice of 
a thousand demons h ailin g  the new 
murderer in the lis t of blood-stained 
souls. She staggered, and the blade in 
her hand, w ithout her volition , touched 
the bared breast of the traitor.^Thc* 
steel was keen as a razor, am
the touch was lig h t blood ----- “
bright red stream. Sho >1̂  sparing 
a voice seenunl to thunder 
in hc'r ears. Her brain re Sho M ai,” 
the m ercy of tho gods, shower name 
floor unconscious! '■* to her

How long she hud la in  thutTbne did 
not know’, biit when n igh t came to her 
eyes sho found herself alone, ly in g  upon 
the tiles  just as she had fallen . W ith  a 
shudder she turned her head toward the 
spot where a corpse should have hung 
suspended by the bands of steel, but the 
curtains had been drawn, and no sound 
came from behind them. She would 
have given  much to li f t  that drapery 
and learn w hether sho had really  taken 
a life , but h~r resolution failed  her, and 
she turned toward the second apartm ent. 
W ith feeble steps she staggered toward 
the curtain, but as she placed her hand 
upon it some force which she could not 
trace drew it  back suddenly, and she en­
tered, wondering.

There she saw’ seated about the apart­
m ent the members of the clan who had 
assisted at her in itiation . She was im­
m ediately conducted to a seat before a 
raised dais, upon which was the man 
who wore the royal yellow’ robe and who 
acted as orator. An attendant brought 
her a glass of sweet wine, and when she 
had drank she fe lt refreshed.

“ I t  is considered by your brethren of 
the T oyh ai th at you have earned your 
robe,”  said the orator. “ Rem em bering, 
as we do, that you are b a t a boy, and 
th at you have succeeded where more than 
one man has failed, we are inclined to 
look len ien tly  upon your w eakness and 
in vest you w ith tho black robe of a Toy- 
b a i.”  T hen  w ithout further form ality 
her robe of office was conferred upon her.

“ Hear the word of the m igh ty Kwan 
D ah,”  said the orator, and a t the name
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^ E h ead s were bowed. “ T h e most hi,; 
J aqt grants tho new T oyh ai hia choice,

. e ith er to remain and serve the great 
Kwan Dah in his c ity  or to sail under t he 
flag of the w hite creseeut in the chip of 

i the F irst Chief, which snail presently 
sa il.”

A great hope swept tLroug’h Sho Mai. 
Once free of this inland could she not 

, escape altogether from the sway of 
Kwan Dah? T h e  thought w ell-n igh Le- 

: re ft her of speech, but gathering hei 
courage she said at length:

" L e t  me sail the sea under the banner 
j of the groat Kwan Dah.”
I
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