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Don’t dump that tree — recycle
City offers residents a ‘green’ option in disposing Christmas trees
by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

While the Christmas season 
is a time for friends, family 
and plenty of holiday cheer, 
many area residents will face 
the same perplexing prob-
lem when the gift wrap set-
tles — what to do with their 
Christmas tree.

Luckily, the city of Big 
Spring will once again be 
stepping into the picture 
with its annual Christmas 
tree recycling program, giv-
ing area residents a chance to 

turn a holiday problem into 
something beneficial for the 
environment.

“The tree recycling pro-
gram is going to be oper-
ated mainly out of the City 
Compost Facility this year,” 
said Kenny Davis, code 
enforcement director for the 
city. “If people want to leave 
their trees at the old Wal-Mart 
parking lot like they have 
in years past, we’ll be glad 
to pick them up. However, 
we won’t be able to have a 
container out there to collect 

them, since we have all of our 
containers out right now.”

Davis said the seasonal 
effort is two-fold.

“The compost facility will 
grind the trees up to be used in 
the compost,” he said. “That 
way we’re recycling them and 
not just throwing them in the 
landfill. The other reason we 
do this is to keep people from 
putting the trees in their 
dumpsters. When people put 
them in their dumpsters they 
get stuck and cause a serious 
problem for us.”

For those that choose to dis-
pose of their trees in dump-
sters, Davis said the results 
could get serious — and 
expensive.

“If someone puts their tree 
in a dumpster or next to the 
dumpster, we won’t pick it 
up,” he said. “We’ll simply 
notify code enforcement and 
let them handle it.”

Davis said dropping your 
tree off is free of charge, and 
there are only a few, simple 
guidelines to follow.

“We need people to make 

sure all of the lights and orna-
ments are off the tree,” he 
explained. “We also can’t 
take it if it’s still wrapped 
in plastic or anything like 
that. You also need to make 
sure the tree stand has been 
taken off. Once they drop it 
off, we’ll take it from there.”

For more information, con-
tact Davis at 264-2505.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas 
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 
or by e-mail at citydesk@big-
springherald.com

AP file photo

President-elect barack Obama speaks at a news conference in Chicago. Obama will inherit two 
wars and the worst economic conditions in three generations when he takes the oath of office on 
Jan. 20.

For Obama, 
huge challenges 
vs. big assets 
 by CHARLES bAbINGTON 
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — 
Barack Obama will inherit 
two wars and the worst 
economic conditions in 
three generations when 
he takes the oath of office 
on Jan. 20. Ironically, 
that challenge might be a 
blessing for the president-
elect — unemployment 
is so high and consumer 
confidence so low that even 
modest improvements will 
let him claim progress.

Obama also brings 
extraordinary assets to 
the task.

The president-elect 
enjoys high approval 
ratings, well-regarded 
Cabinet appointees and a 
smooth running transition 
operation that grew 
almost seamlessly from 
his successful campaign 
team. Fellow Democrats 
will hold solid House and 
Senate majorities to help 
move his agenda through 
Congress.

But political veterans 
and presidential scholars 

say Obama can’t waste 
time. He must decide 
which major issues to 
tackle in his first 100 
days in office, when his 
political capital will be at 
its peak. His powers and 
popularity might wane as 
he looks to end the Iraq 
war and enact repairs to 
an economic system that 
has ravaged jobs, home 
ownership, retirement 
accounts and Americans’ 
optimism.

“His goal is to strike 
a sustainable balance 
between the politics 
of sequencing and the 
politics of urgency,” 
said William Galston, a 
domestic policy assistant 
in President Bill Clinton’s 
administration. He said 
Obama must determine 
“what are the risks of 
overreaching versus 
underreaching.”

So far, Obama has given 
few hints about which 
goals might have to wait. 
Asked recently about

See ObAmA, page 3A

Man in Santa suit kills 8, self on Christmas Eve
by CHRISTINA HOAG 
Associated Press Writer

COVINA, Calif. — The blood-
bath began when an 8-year-old girl 
attending a Christmas Eve party 
answered a knock at the door. A 
man dressed as Santa and carry-
ing what appeared to be a pres-
ent pulled out a handgun and shot 
her in the face, then began shoot-
ing indiscriminately as partygoers 
tried to flee.

By the time it was over, at least 
eight people at the party were dead 

and the house was torched. The 
gunman killed himself hours after 
exacting revenge against his ex-
wife by going on a massacre at his 
former in-laws’ home.

Bruce Pardo’s ex-wife and her par-
ents were believed to be among the 
dead. At daybreak Friday, investi-
gators planned to resume search-
ing what was left of their two-story 
home on a cul-de-sac in a quiet 
Covina neighborhood 25 miles east 
of Los Angeles.

Pardo, 45, had no criminal record 
and no history of violence, accord-

ing to police, but he was angry fol-
lowing last week’s settlement of his 
divorce after a marriage that lasted 
barely a year.

“It was not an amicable divorce,” 
police Lt. Pat Buchanan said.

Investigators seeking further 
information about Pardo’s motives 
have begun searching his home in 
the suburban Los Angeles commu-
nity of Montrose.

Police said he showed up at his 

See SLAYINGS, page 3A
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By JAIME ARON
AP Sports Writer

IRVING — The Dallas Cowboys 
have given right tackle Marc Colombo 
a four-year contract extension, guar-
anteeing that nearly all of Tony 
Romo’s blockers will be together 
through 2012.

Colombo’s deal was agreed to weeks 
ago, but wasn’t finalized until 
Wednesday because of some techni-
calities. It’s worth $22 million, with 
$11.5 million guaranteed.

“We had a couple of road bumps 
with some of the new rules,” Colombo 
said Thursday. “We worked through 
it. It is a relief to have this finished. 
Now I can focus completely on foot-
ball.”

The Cowboys (9-6) play Sunday in 

Philadelphia, a game they must win 
to make the playoffs. It also will be 
Colombo’s 48th straight start since 
former coach Bill Parcells gave him a 
chance to revive his career.

Colombo was a first-round pick by 
Chicago in 2002, but hurt his knee 
and never lived up to expectations. 
He was cut in 2005, then signed by 
Dallas. Parcells gave him the rest of 
the season off to rehabilitate the knee 
so he could come back strong in ‘06. 
He made the starting lineup and 
hasn’t come out since.

“I love being a Dallas Cowboy,” said 
Colombo, who would’ve been a free 
agent after this season. “This is where 
I got my second chance and I just love 
being part of this team, being part of 
this offensive line. We’re all connect-
ed together and we’re here for a little 

bit, so it’s a big deal for me.”
Left guard Kyle Kosier is signed 

through 2010, but everyone else on 
the line is signed for several more 
years. Colombo and center Andre 
Gurode are locked up until 2012, while 
Flozell Adams and Leonard Davis are 
through ‘13.

Coach Wade Phillips praised 
Colombo for consistently grading out 
near the top of the line, and for his 
toughness. He said Colombo also is a 
leader in the classroom.

“He’s a guy that helps everybody 
else as far as keeping their focus and 
keeping their concentration,” Phillips 
said. “As far as the cohesiveness of 
the offensive line, he’s a strong leader 
in that area. All of those things com-
bined makes him great to have him 
back.”

Cowboys re-sign Colombo through 2012

By JAIME ARON
AP Sports Writer

IRVING — Stars, stars, stars. 
Everywhere you look, the Dallas 
Cowboys are all about the stars.

There’s the logo on their helmets 
and the giant one in the middle of 
their home turf. Another made of 
diamonds that can always be found 
on the lapel of team owner Jerry 
Jones.

And, of course, they are all over 
the roster.

There’s Tony Romo, the quarter-
back with the aw-shucks demeanor 
and starlet girlfriend.

There’s Terrell Owens playing the 
star-crossed role of “T.O.” — some-
times the hero, sometimes the vil-
lain, always the center of attention.

There’s the player who answers to 
“Pacman,” making more headlines 
for a bathroom brawl and a neck 
injury than for anything he’s done 
at cornerback.

But the stars haven’t exactly 
aligned for the Cowboys this sea-
son.

Despite returning 13 Pro Bowlers 
from last year’s 13-win club, Dallas 
has reached the finale of an up-and-
down season needing to win Sunday 
in Philadelphia just to make the 
playoffs.

Lose and they will have gone as 
far as Detroit. That might sound 
like a cheap shot, except it comes 
from receiver Roy Williams, the lat-
est star added to the Cowboys’ gal-
axy. He arrived in October from the 
woeful, winless Lions and was 
counting on making the playoffs for 
the first time in his career, but now 
he’s bracing for his usual long off-
season.

“(Teammates) joke about me with 
the 0-16 Detroit thing and I just told 
them, ‘If we don’t win this game, 
we’re all in the same boat. We both 
are going to be watching the same 
playoff game next week,’” Williams 
said. “They all understood that. 
That put it in perspective.”

So does this: The Cowboys need 
four straight wins to make the Super 
Bowl, five in a row to win it all. 
Their longest winning streak so far 
is three games.

That’s not to say it can’t be done. 
Just look at the surge the New York 
Giants had last postseason.

See COWBOYS, Page 2B

Star
power
Soap opera provided
best and worst of
2008 Dallas Cowboys

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — The veteran 
Dallas Mavericks gave the Portland Trail 
Blazers a lesson in toughness and disci-
pline.

Dirk Nowitzki scored 24 of his 30 points 
in the first half, and Jason Terry had 19 to 
help surging Dallas beat the Blazers 102-94 
on Thursday night.

Nowitzki was 12-of-18 from the field and 
scored on power moves and jumpers 
despite playing the second half in foul 
trouble. Josh Howard added 15 points for 
Dallas, 15-4 in its last 19 games after open-
ing 2-7.

The Mavericks kept their poise after a 
near-meltdown in the third quarter when 
they had four technical fouls and Howard 
was called for a flagrant foul and later 
ejected.

“You know what? We fought,” coach 
Rick Carlisle said. “We fought the whole 
game. There were some calls we didn’t 
agree with and we may have lost our poise 
a little bit, but it was really about the fight 
tonight.”

Portland’s Brandon Roy had 22 points, 
but went scoreless in the fourth quarter. 
Steve Blake added 14 points and seven 
assists, Travis Outlaw and Rudy Fernandez 
had 13 points each, and LaMarcus Aldridge 
finished with 12.

The Trail Blazers had won 13 straight 
Christmas games.

The Mavericks closed the game with a 
12-2 run, while Roy went 0-for-3 in the final 
3:33 for Portland.

Portland shot 55 percent and Dallas 58 
percent in the first half. Portland led 10-2, 
but Nowitzki scored 12 of Dallas’ next 14

See MAVS, Page 2B

AP photo/Don Ryan

Dallas Mavericks forward Dirk Nowitzki, right, drives on Portland Trail 
Blazers forward LaMarcus Aldridge during the second half of their NBA 
game in Portland, Ore., Thursday. Nowitzki scored 30 points to lead the 
Mavericks in their 102-94 win over the Blazers.

Dirk leads 
Mavs past
Blazers

By JOHN NADEL
AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES — For the 
Los Angeles Lakers, it was a 
bit of payback.

But in the big picture, little 
more.

Kobe Bryant had 27 points, 
nine rebounds and five 
assists, Pau Gasol scored 
seven of his 20 points in the 
final 3 minutes, and the 
Lakers beat Boston 92-83 on 
Thursday, snapping the 
Celtics’ franchise-record 
winning streak at 19.

“It was a good measuring 
stick to show how much we 
have progressed since the 
finals,” Bryant said. “They 
are a team that has been play-
ing so well. But at the same 
time, they did win 19 in a 
row, so they were due.”

The game was the first 
between the teams since the 
Celtics’ 131-92 victory in 
Game 6 of the finals last June 
gave them their first title in 
22 years and a league-high 
17th.

“We definitely wanted to 
do well against a team that is 
doing great,” Lakers forward 
Lamar Odom said. “We won’t 
get them back until we can 
beat them in a series.”

In other NBA games 
Thursday, it was: Cleveland 
93, Washington 89; San 
Antonio 91, Phoenix 90; 
Orlando 88, New Orleans 68; 
and Dallas 102, Portland 94.

The victory was the 1,000th 
for Los Angeles coach Phil 
Jackson. The 63-year-old 
Jackson, the sixth NBA 
coach to reach the mark, is 
1,000-423 in 17-plus seasons 
with Chicago and the Lakers. 
Pat Riley was the previous 
fastest to 1,000, doing it in 
1,434 games.

“I can guarantee you that I 
won’t win 1,000 games 
because I won’t be around 
that long,” Celtics coach Doc 
Rivers said. “It’s just an 
amazing number.”

The Celtics entered with a 
27-2 record — the best ever 
start by a two-loss team. They 

were in position to make it 
28-2 when Kevin Garnett 
dunked off a feed from Rajon 
Rondo to put them ahead 
81-79 with 3:57 left. But the 
Lakers finished with a 13-2 
run.

The Lakers outscored the 
Celtics 21-16 in the fourth 
quarter. Boston shot 8-of-19 
and was 0-for-7 on 3-pointers 
in the final period.

“I’m really happy with 
Pau,” Jackson said. “He 
stepped up in that fourth 
quarter and we really needed 
him.”

Lamar Odom had 10 points 
and seven rebounds, and 
Sasha Vujacic also scored 10 
points for the Lakers (24-5), 
who won their 12th straight 
game at home, where they’re 
15-1. Andrew Bynum had 
nine points and seven 
rebounds.

“They played great, give 
them credit,” Rivers said. 
“For a team that has been

See NBA, Page 2B

AP photo/Jeff Lewis

Boston Celtics forward Kevin Garnett looks to pass the 
ball while being guarded by Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe 
Bryant during the second half of an NBA game on Thursday 
in Los Angeles. The Lakers won 92-83.

Kobe, Lakers win Finals
rematch vs. Celtics, 92-83
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Fran Osburn
Fran Osburn, 76, of Big Spring 

died Tuesday, Dec. 23, 2008, at her 
residence. Funeral services will be 
held at 10 a.m. Saturday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel with the Rev. Doug 
Shelley, pastor of East Side Baptist 
Church, officiating. Burial will be 
at Trinity Memorial Park. The fam-
ily will receive friends from 6 p.m. 
until 8 p.m. Friday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel.

Fran was born Sept. 10, 1932, in 
Westbrook to Ollie and Tommy Davenport. She 
moved to Big Spring in 1970 from Colorado City. 
Fran graduated from Howard College in 1979 as a 
registered nurse and worked at the Veterans 
Administration Medical Center for fifteen years.

Fran married Kennith OsburnJuly 3, 1994 in Big 
Spring. He preceded her in death May 21, 2006. In 
2006, the VAMC presented Fran with the first annu-
al “Hands and Heart” award. Fran was a member of 
the East Side Baptist Church and an active member 
of the Eagles Lodge Auxiliary and was a past 
Madam President.

Fran is survived by two daughters, Sherida 
Tredaway and her husband Mike, and Saletta 
Tilley and her husband Tommy, all of Big Spring; 
one brother, Sonny Davenport of Brazoria; four 
sisters, Betty Justice of Kenly, N.C., Ruby Carter of 
Colorado City, Jo Moore of Midland and Shirley 
Bradbury of Colorado City; four grandchildren, 
Tonya Watson and husband Bryan, Cody Tredaway 
and wife Kelli, and Stephen Tilley and wife Camie, 
all of Big Spring, and Wes Crow and wife Carrie of 
Lubbock; seven great grandchildren, Dylan 
Tredaway, Averi Tredaway, Taelyn Crow, Keeley 
Tilley, Kaidie Saverance, Kolby Watson and Novalee 
Lange.

In addition to her parents and her husband, Fran 
was preceded in death by one brother, Thomas 
Glenn Davenport.

Pallbearers will be Howard Osburn, Roy Williams, 
David Campbell, Gary Gillihan, Art Williams and 
Glen Scott.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary

Joyce Conner
Joyce Conner, 87, of Big Spring 

died Monday, Dec. 22, 2008, in an 
Odessa hospice facility. Funeral 
services will be held at 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 27, 2008, at the 
Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood 
Chapel with the Rev. Sharon Weise, 
pastor of First United Methodist 
Church, officiating. Interment will 
follow at Trinity Memorial Park.

The family will receive friends 
from 6 p.m. until 7 p.m. Friday at 

the funeral home.
She was born Sept. 21, 1921, in Thurber and mar-

ried Homer Conner. Joyce was a member of First 
United Methodist Church and was a housewife.

Survivors include her husband, Homer Conner of 
Big Spring; two sons and daughters-in-law, Lesley 
and Phyllis Conner of Payson, Ariz., and Mike and 
Sharon Conner of Big Spring; two daughters and 
one son-in-law, Sandra and Peter Pegan of Big 
Spring and Teresa Standefer of Midland; one sister 
and brother-in-law, Mary Jo and Bill Tune of Big 
Spring; twelve grandchildren; twenty-two great 
grandchildren and one great great grandchild.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Bonnie 
and Ava Conner; one brother, Robert; one sister, 
June; a daughter, Bonnie Gay; and a son, Robert 
Wayne.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Antonia Marquez
Antonia Davilia Marquez, 98, of Big Spring died 

Thursday, Dec. 25, 2008, at Midland Memorial 
Hospital. Services are pending at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Tuesday and 7 
a.m. today:

• JOE LOUIS SANCHEZ, 49, of 401 S. Young, was 
arrested Tuesday on a charge of assault – family 
violence.

• KENNETH MIKEL MCPHERSON, 17, of 710 E. 
13th St., was arrested Tuesday on charges of posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia and failure to appear.

• EDWARD MORADA GARCIA SR., 51, of 642 
Manor, was arrested Wednesday on charges of pub-
lic intoxication and unlawfully carrying a weap-
on.

• MARY HELEN ESCOBEDO, 44, of 
3620  Hamilton, was arrested Wednesday on a 
charge of public intoxication.

• JAMEY SCOTT JOHNSON, 46, of 2621 Chanute, 
was arrested Wednesday on a charge of solicitation 
by a pedestrian.

• BRANDON MANUEL ONTIVEROS, 18, address 
not provided, was arrested Wednesday on a charge 
of possession of marijuana – two ounces or less in a 
drug free zone.

• MARCUS LANCE HATTENBACH, 36, of 1806 E. 
15th St., was arrested Thursday on a charge of pub-
lic intoxication.

• VIRGINIA HINOJOS MORENO, 44, of 1322 
Madison, was arrested Thursday on a charge of 
public intoxication.

• POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA – TWO OUNCES 
OR LESS was reported in the 600 block of Linda.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported:
in the 1000 block of 15th Street
in the 1700 block of Wasson.
in the 400 block of Young.
in the 1000 block of Howell.
• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported 

in the 2500 block of Albrook.
• BURGLARY OF A BUILDING was reported in 

the 800 block of Third Street.
• ASSAULT CAUSING BODILY INJURY was 

reported in the 1000 block of Main Street.
• ASSAULT BY CONTACT was reported:
in the 2600 block of Wasson.
in the 400 block of Westover Road.
• AGGRAVATED ROBBERY was reported:
in the 300 block of Tulane.
in the 900 block of Willia.
• ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was 

reported:
in the 1800 block of Gregg Street.
in the 400 block of Young.
• THEFT was reported:
in the 1900 block of Gregg Street.
in the 1200 block of 11th Street.
• FORGERY OF A FINANCIAL INSTRUMENT 

was reported in the 400 block of Fourth Street.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 64 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• ARTHUR CALLAWAY, 19, was arrested Tuesday 
by the HCSO on charges of bondsman off bond for 
theft and theft of services.

• GERARDO HERNANDEZ DAVILA, 38, was 
arrested Tuesday by the HCSO on a charge of fail-
ure to appear.

• STEVE ZARATE, 27, was arrested Tuesday by 
DPS on a Collins County warrant for theft, a 
Tarrant County warrant for fraud – insufficient 
funds and a Dallas warrant for theft by check.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3900 block of 
Hamilton. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 2500 block of 
Carlton. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1400 block of 
Johnson. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3700 block of 
Hamilton. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2800 block of 
Crestline. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 200 block of S. 
First Street in Coahoma. One person was trans-
ported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1000 block of 
State. One person was transported to SMMC.

• RUBBISH FIRE was reported in the 2600 block of 
S. Gregg Street.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 

p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-

ing, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speak-
ers meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open 
birthday night, no smoking meeting the last 
Saturday of each month at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to 

noon at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5 p.m. until 6 
p.m.

MONDAY
• Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and 

widowers meets the first and third Monday of the 
month. For more information, call Nancy Hale at 
398-5239.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets 
at 5 p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and 
Goliad for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. Call 213-1342 or 263-6819.

CHANGING DATES
• The local National Alliance on Mental Illness 

group meets every two weeks in the basement of 
the Howard County Library. For dates and times, 
contact Ramona Blassingane at 263-9748.

TUESDAY
• Grief share, sponsored by Home Hospice and the 

First Presbyterian Church, Seventh and Runnels 
(north end door), meets at 6 p.m.. Drop-ins are wel-
come. For more information, contact Sherry 
Hodne3tt at 264-7599.

•The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets 
at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209 
Wright St.

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 
p.m. and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and 
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic 

pain disease), a new support and informative group 
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 517-9207 for 
more information.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 

p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-
smoking closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 
p.m.

  • Donnavan J. Silvas, 1, of Big Spring, died 
Friday, Dec. 5, 2008, in a local hospital. The parents 
are in need of help with burial expenses. All dona-
tions can be made at Nalley-Pickle and Welch 
Funeral Home and Crematory of Big Spring.

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Thursday 
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 7-29-24-15. Bonus Ball: 
10.

Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 
0.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Thursday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 16-5-15-21-36.
Number matching five of five: 0.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Thursday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 7-2-6-7. Sum It 
Up: 22.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Thursday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 0-1-6. Sum It 
Up: 7.

Your Local Weather
Sun

12/28

58/30
Sunny. Highs
in the upper
50s and lows
in the low
30s.

Mon
12/29

65/37
Mainly
sunny. Highs
in the mid
60s and lows
in the upper
30s.

Tue
12/30

73/35
Sunny. Highs
in the low
70s and lows
in the mid
30s.

Wed
12/31

56/32
Mainly
sunny. Highs
in the mid
50s and lows
in the low
30s.

Thu
1/1

62/35
Mainly
sunny. Highs
in the low
60s and lows
in the mid
30s.
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COWBOYS
Continued from Page 1B

Dallas certainly has the talent to 
pull it off, or else it wouldn’t even be 
this close to the postseason after all 
the injuries and infighting. 

In fact, the Cowboys have played 
their best in games they absolutely 
had to win to keep their playoff hopes 
alive.

They knocked off Tampa Bay with-
out Romo, and that would be the dif-
ference in a tiebreaker with the 
Buccaneers. They won at Washington 
in Romo’s return, avoiding a dip to 

5-5. They bounced back from a blown 
late lead in Pittsburgh and a week of 
tabloidesque drama to beat the 
Giants.

A loss to Baltimore last Saturday 
night was supposed to hurt the 
Cowboys’ chances, but the right com-
bination of results Sunday kept a 
playoff seat warm for them. Win and 
they’re in, no scoreboard-watching 
necessary.

Still, the question remains: Even if 
they get it together against the Eagles, 
can they keep it together through 
February?

“It’ll be fun to see how this thing 
shapes out,” Romo said.

If the Cowboys don’t reach the NFC 
championship, they’ll be branded 
underachievers.

If they get that far, or all the way to 
Tampa, the struggles of the last few 
months will go down as character-
building; the adversity that could’ve 
torn them apart instead made them 
stronger.

“Here’s an easy analogy: Joe 
Montana wasn’t Joe Montana before 
he won a Super Bowl,” Romo said. 
“Everybody probably questioned 
them at that time, ‘Do they have the 
quarterback to go win a Super Bowl?’ 
I mean, the Giants, their coach was 
fired at this point last year, maybe. 
Eli (Manning) wasn’t a great leader, I 
heard. It is what it is until you win.

“So, this team, we don’t have any-
thing that you need to win the Super 
Bowl — until you win. Then you have 
everything. The only thing that can 
solve that is to go off and win. To win 

this week and to get in this thing and 
go do it. It’s a cliche thing, but it just 
comes down to doing it. Just win the 
game and that will answer all these 
questions.”

With time running out, all is still 
not right.

Owens stood at his locker Wednesday 
wearing a T-shirt that read “iBelieve” 
on front and “Destination Tampa 
2009” on the back, then talked about 
the team’s passing woes. That could 
be interpreted as code for his num-
bers being way down.

“We just go out there and just play,” 
Owens said. “At this point, late in the 
season — I mean, this is Week 17 — 
you would think at some point we 
would have an identity. But we’re 
still at Week 17 trying to find that.”

Owens started to make a point about 
different people taking a starring role 
each week, then stopped, laughed sar-
castically and said, “Well, I haven’t 
had any games where I’ve had a bunch 
of catches.”

Reminded about his 213-yard per-
formance against San Francisco, 
Owens shot back that he had only 
seven catches that day, practically 
spitting out the number with dis-
gust.

But when a question seemed to infer 
that the Cowboys are done, Owens 
really got fired up.

“That’s not our mind-set right now,” 
he said. “Our mind-set is going to 
Philly and winning the game. ... We’re 
not going up there focusing on what 
if. We’re going up there to win.”
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Pigskin Predictions

Cowboys
Texans
Falcons
Patriots
Bengals
Packers
Titans

Vikings
Panthers

Jets
Steelers

Bucs
Ravens
49ers

Cardinals
Chargers

11-9 .550
263-146 .643

Cowboys at Eagles
Bears at Texans
Rams at Falcons
Patriots at Bills
Chiefs at Bengals
Lions at Packers
Titans at Colts
Giants at Vikings
Panthers at Saints
Dolphins at Jets
Browns at Steelers
Raiders at Buccaneers
Jaguars at Ravens
Redskins at 49ers
Seahawks at Cardinals
Broncos at Chargers

Last week
To date

Jonathan Hull Robert Smith Troy Hyde Brandon HallfordJeff Lane Art Barrera Tim Knox

This 
week's
games

Cowboys
Bears

Falcons
Patriots
Bengals
Packers

Colts
Giants

Panthers
Dolphins
Steelers

Bucs
Ravens
49ers

Cardinals
Chargers

12-8 .600
272-137 .665

Eagles
Bears

Falcons
Patriots
Chiefs

Packers
Colts

Giants
Panthers
Dolphins
Steelers

Bucs
Ravens
49ers

Cardinals
Chargers

11-9 .550
272-137 .665

Cowboys
Texans
Falcons
Patriots
Bengals
Packers
Titans
Giants

Panthers
Dolphins
Steelers

Bucs
Ravens

Redskins
Cardinals
Chargers

10-10 .500
264-145 .645

Eagles
Texans

 Falcons
Patriots 
 Bengals
 Packers

Titans 
Giants 

Panthers 
Dolphins 
 Steelers

 Bucs
Ravens
49ers

Seahawks 
Chargers

11-9 .550
260-149 .636

Cowboys 
Bears 

Falcons
Patriots 
Chiefs 

Packers
Colts

Giants 
Panthers 
Dolphins 
Steelers

Bucs
Ravens

Redskins 
Cardinals
Broncos

11-9 .550
258-151 .631

Eagles
Bears

Falcons
Patriots
Bengals
Packers

Colts
Giants

Panthers
Jets

Steelers
Bucs

Ravens
49ers

Cardinals
Chargers

9-11 .450
286-123 .699 

MAVS
Continued from Page 1B

points and the Mavericks opened 
up a nine-point lead. Dallas’ first-
half advantage crested at 10 at 51-41. 
Fernandez hit a 3-pointer and Blake 
had seven points for Portland, and 
the Mavs led 59-55 at the break.

Nowitzki picked up his fourth 
foul early in the third and left the 
game, picking up a technical foul 
for arguing with official Bob 
Delaney on the way out. With 

Nowitzki out, Portland took a 67-66 
lead on a 12-foot jumper by 
LaMarcus Aldridge.

“I don’t think anybody panicked, 
even with all the Ts,” said Jason 
Kidd, who had six points, 12 
rebounds and 10 assists for Dallas. 
“We kept plugging away, keeping 
it close down the stretch to see if 
we could get a win on the road.”

Howard sent 7-foot-1 Joel Przybilla 
sprawling to the floor, then was hit 
with a technical for jawing with 
Przybilla and got the second tech-
nical seconds later. Portland took 
an 80-77 lead into the final period.

The Blazers’ hopes were quickly 
diminished, though. Terry hit a 3 
for Dallas, and Brandon Bass 
scored twice to put the Mavericks 
up by seven.

“They didn’t let up,” Roy said. 
“We thought we had them down 
and they weren’t down. Coach 
(Nate McMillan) said they outhus-
tled us, and you can’t dispute 
that.”

The Blazers lost a share of the 
Northwest Division lead, which 
they shared with Denver after split-
ting a home-and home-series with 
the Nuggets early in the week.

NBA
Continued from Page 1B

phenomenal down a stretch of games, I 
didn’t think we were very good tonight.”

Garnett shot 11-of-14 in leading the Celtics 
with 22 points and nine rebounds. Paul 
Pierce had 20 points and 10 rebounds, but 
was scoreless in the fourth quarter. Ray 
Allen scored 14 points, but went 2-of-11 after 
making his first three shots.

Gasol made all three of his shots and all 
three of his free throws in the fourth quarter 
for nine of his team’s 21 points.

YEAR IN REVIEW
A special section that reviews the top 

story on Local Events, Sports, Much More 
during the last 12 months.

Includes Spot Color On Every Page!

Limited Advertising Space Available...
Call Your Sales Executive Today!!

432-263-7331

2008

Publishes:
Wed., Dec. 31, 2008

Sales Deadline:
Mon., Dec. 29, 2008

Size & Cost of Ad:
6 col. x 4” - $350.00

15287



SLAYINGS
Continued from page 1A

former in-laws’ home 
around 11:30 p.m. 
Wednesday for their 
annual Christmas 
party.

The gift-wrapped box 
Pardo was carrying 
actually contained a 
pressurized homemade 
device he used to spray a 
liquid that quickly sent 
the house up in flames. 
Police said Pardo had 
recently worked in the 
aerospace industry.

David Salgado, a 
neighbor, said he saw 
the 8-year-old victim 
being escorted to an 
ambulance by four 
SWAT team members as 
flames up to 40 feet high 
consumed the house.

“It was really ugly,” 
Salgado said.

Another neighbor, Jan 
Gregory, said she saw 

a teenage boy flee the 
home, screaming “They 
shot my family!”

A 16-year-old girl was 
shot in the back, and 
a 20-year-old woman 
broke her ankle when 
she escaped by jump-
ing from a second-story 
window. 

Those two, and the 
8-year-old, remained 
hospitalized. All were 
expected to recover.

When the fire was 
extinguished early 
Thursday, officers found 
three charred bodies in 
the living room area.

“They were met with 
a scene that was just 
indescribable,” police 
Chief Kim Raney said. 
Investigators found five 
more bodies amid the 
ashes later in the day 
and planned to return 
Friday to continue look-
ing.

None of the dead or 
missing has been iden-
tified. Authorities were 

unable to immediately 
determine whether the 
victims were killed by 
the flames or the gun-
fire.

Following the shoot-
ings, Pardo quickly got 
out of the Santa suit 
and drove off, witness-
es told police. He went 
to his brother’s home 
about 25 miles away in 
the Sylmar area of Los 
Angeles. No one was 
home, so Pardo let him-
self in, police said.

Police were called 
to the home early 
Thursday, and officers 
found Pardo dead of 
a single bullet to the 
head. Two handguns 
were found at the scene, 
and two more were dis-
covered in the wreckage 
of his former in-laws’ 
house.

A car that Pardo appar-
ently parked near his 
brother’s home exploded 
Thursday evening and 
more ammunition was 

found in it, Los Angeles 
police Sgt. Francisco 
Wheeling said. She had 
no immediate details on 
what set off the explo-
sion. No one was hurt.

Pardo’s next-door 
neighbor, who did not 
want her name pub-
lished to protect her pri-
vacy, said he moved in 
more than a year ago 
with a woman and a 
child. 

She said they kept 
mostly to themselves 
and the woman later 
moved out with the 
child.

Pardo was often seen 
walking a dog around 
the neighborhood and 
working on his lawn, 
the neighbor said.

He also served regu-
larly as an usher at 
evening Mass at Holy 
Redeemer Catholic 
Church in Montrose, 
the Los Angeles Times 
reported.

Jan Detanna, the head 

usher at the church, 
was stunned when told 
about the violence.

“I’m just — this is 
shocking,” Detanna 
told the Times. “He was 
the nicest guy you could 
imagine. Always a plea-
sure to talk to, always a 
big smile.”

Bong Garcia, another 
of Pardo’s next-door 
neighbors, told the 
Times he saw Pardo 
between 9 and 10 p.m. 
Christmas Eve and 
spoke briefly to him. 
Pardo told him he was on 
his way to a Christmas 
party, Garcia said.

OBAMA
Continued from page 1A

tougher regulations 
on auto emissions and 
reinstating an offshore 
drilling ban, for example, 
he said his advisers will 
review them “in the 
weeks to come.” And 
earlier this month, he 
told reporters he had 
not decided “how we’re 
going to deal with the 
rollback of the Bush tax 
cuts for the wealthiest 
Americans.”

Presidential historians 
say Obama will have to 
set priorities soon, even 
if he does it discreetly 
in hopes of avoiding 
confrontations with key 
constituency groups. 
On overhauling health 
care, for example, 
Princeton historian 
Fred I. Greenstein 
said Obama might 
create study groups 
and commissions that 
will push it to the back 
burner without leaving 
the impression it’s being 
ignored.

Greenstein, who has 
written several books 
on the presidency, said 
he gives Obama high 
marks for running his 
transition with the same 
brand of assertive self-
confidence he showed 
during the campaign. 
The transition has been 
characterized, he said, 
by “a very strong sense 
of maintaining control 
and professing to be 
waiting in the wings 
but filling up all the 
presidential space, and 
doing things in textbook 
order.”

Obama’s first high-
stakes policy choices 
will involve a costly 
stimulus plan, which 
might be ready for his 

signature within days 
of his taking office. His 
aides are working with 
congressional leaders 
on a package that could 
spend $850 billion over 
two years, much of it on 
infrastructure, schools 
and other construction-
heavy projects.

He must pick winners 
and losers from scores 
of interest groups 
scrambling for a piece 
of the stimulus pie. 
Some want billions 
of dollars for energy 
programs, including 
ethanol pipelines, 
nuclear power plants 
and “green” projects 
that use renewable 
fuels. Others want 
mass transit help, cell 
telephone towers, travel 
and tourism marketing, 
and countless tax 
breaks.

“The fiscal stimulus 
bill gives him a 
tremendous opportunity 
to work with Congress 
quickly to produce a 
very significant piece of 
legislation” that helps 
the economy and “makes 
a down payment on some 
policies central to his 
agenda,” said Thomas 
E. Mann, a government 
scholar at the Brookings 
Institution.

Meanwhile, Mann 
said, Obama also can 
launch discussions of 
how to revise energy 
and health care policies 
“without setting specific 
dates for completion.”

Issues that cannot 
wait, however, include 
the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

Obama has repeatedly 
said he wants to 
withdraw U.S. troops 
from Iraq within 16 
months, although he has 
left himself some wiggle 
room. Top military 
leaders advocate a 

somewhat slower 
schedule, and the new 
president will have to 
resolve the matter.

Obama wants to 
increase the U.S. 
military presence in 
Afghanistan, which 
might draw more 
public attention and 
controversy if the 
economic news were not 
so dominant.

For now, at least, 
Obama enjoys strong 
public support. Political 
insiders say his Cabinet 
picks are savvy and 
substantial. 

A recent AP-GfK poll 
found that nearly three in 
four Americans approve 
of how Obama has 
handled the transition. 
That’s about the same 
level of support his two 
immediate predecessors 
enjoyed.

But there is no 
guarantee that Obama’s 
actions will reverse 
the dramatic drops in 
employment and the 
stock market, or the 
crises in the financial 
and automaking 
sectors. With billions 
of taxpayer dollars 
pouring in, Americans 
may want results soon, 
and the new president’s 
popularity could rapidly 
diminish if they don’t 
materialize.

“I find it hard to 
believe that, no matter 
how skillful he is, he 
can sustain this level 
of hope and support,” 
said Galston, the former 
Clinton aide. “To govern 
is to choose,” he said, and 
every time a president 
chooses, some groups 
are disappointed.
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What's happening at 

 
3318 E. I-20 S. Service Road 

Big Spring, TX  79720 
Owners and Certified Coaches       John and Diana Dodd 

Bowl    (432) 267–7484      Fax (432) 267–1644   Snack Bar  (432) 267–7485 
 
 

 
 
 

EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT!!!! 
9:00pm til Midnite 

(No Reservations) 

$2.00 for 2 Games of Bowling 
$2.00 for Rental Shoes 
$22.20 for 2 Hours of Bowling 
$2.00 off Tubes of Draft Beer 
$2.00 for 2 Hot Dogs 
 

 
 
 
 

So many people are coming out and having such a good time that we need to 
hire more employees. 

 
We need a full time mechanic (will train) and Assistant Manager. 

 
Applications are available at the front desk. 
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Christmas Eve Regular 
Hours:

We will open Christmas 
Day at 1:00 p.m.

SUNDAY GAME DAY
Come watch the game on our

BIG SCREEN TV’S
while the kids bowl.

Wear your Jersey for 20% Off
All Food, Drink & Bowling

Every Tuesday Night!!!

Book Your 
Lanes 

For
New Year’s 

Eve 
Now!

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column 
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 
with no repeats. That means no number is repeated 
in any row, column or box. 

sudoku

u Bedtime Stories (PG) 
2:40 PM, 4:50 PM, 7:20 PM, 
10:00 PM                      

u Day The Earth
Stool Still, The (PG-13) 
10:10 PM

u Marlye and Me (PG) 
2:00 PM 4:30 PM 7:00 PM 9:40 PM

u Tales of Despereaux  
 2:20 PM  5:00 PM 7:30 PM

u Yes Man  (PG-13) 
2:00 PM  4:40 PM  7:10 PM 9:50 PM

18785

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/30/08
11587

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Alvino Valdez, 74, died 
Sunday.  Funeral Services 
were at 11:00 AM Friday 
at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church with burial at Mt. 
Olive Memorial Park.  
Fran Osburn, 76, died 
Tuesday.  Funeral servic-
es will be at 10:00 AM 
Saturday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel.  Burial will 
be at Trinity Memorial 
Park.  The family will 
receive friends from 6:00 
PM until 8:00 PM Friday 
at Myers & Smith 
Chapel. 

Antonia Davilia 
Marquez, 98, died 
Thursday.  Services are 
pending at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home.

News in brief
Texas leaves 
$1B in fines, fees 
uncollected for 2 
consecutive years

AUSTIN (AP) — Some 
Texas agencies left as 
much as $1 billion in 
uncollected fees, fines 
and penalties for fis-
cal years 2006, 2007, 
according to a survey 
from the Legislative 
Budget Board provided 
to the Fort Worth Star-
Telegram.

More than 95 cents of 
every dollar left uncol-
lected was lost by pub-
licly funded colleges and 
universities and public 
safety/criminal justice 
institutions, the annual 
LBB survey said.

A significant portion 

of the state’s $167.8 bil-
lion budget for 2008-09 
biennium is driven by 
fees, which allow local 
government to keep 
taxes down. For $1 bil-
lion, the state could 
fund five of its Top 15 
funded agencies, or 
Jerry Jones could build 
another football stadi-
um in Arlington.

“If agencies are not 
collecting fees, what 
that means for taxpay-
ers is that they will have 
to pick up the slack,” 
said Michael Sullivan, 
president of the non-
profit Texans for Fiscal 
Responsibility. “A bil-
lion dollars represents 
all sorts of public ser-
vices. It’s a significant 
number, not just the 
quarters you find in 

your couch.
Some of the losses are 

typical for agencies that 
provide services before 
payment is rendered or 
that depend on people 
to pay fines for moving 
violations.

But some of the lost 
revenue comes from 
unlikely sources.

Family of former 
trooper issues 
sympathy statement

DALLAS (AP) — The 
family of a former Utah 
state trooper suspected 
in a deadly shooting 
spree on Dallas-area 
roadways said in a 
statement of sympathy 
Thursday that “it’s hard 
to imagine” the son they 

knew being involved.
“Our hearts are heavy 

and our thoughts and 
prayers go out to those 
who have lost a loved 
one in the incidents that 
may be related,” the 
family of Brian Smith 
said in a statement.

The statement was 
sent by e-mail to several 
media outlets and pub-
lished Thursday on The 
Salt Lake Tribune’s Web 
site. The e-mail credits 
Smith’s father, Benton 
Smith, of Preston, 
Idaho, with drafting the 
statement.

Authorities suspect 
Smith as the gunman in 
a series of shootings on 
a Dallas interstate and 
a street in suburban 
Garland on Monday that 
left two dead. A third 

person was injured.
Smith died Wednesday 

at Parkland Hospital 
in Dallas after being 
removed from life-sup-
port. He suffered a self-
inflicted gunshot wound 
to the head during a 
standoff with police on 
Tuesday.

Southern Okla. 
casino evacuated 
after bomb threat

T H A C K E R V I L L E , 
Okla. (AP) — Authorities 
say they didn’t find 
any explosives in the 
WinStar World Casino 
near the Oklahoma-
Texas state line after 
someone called in a 
bomb threat.

Sgt. Robby Williams 

of the Chickasaw Nation 
Lighthorse Police says 
employees and patrons 
were allowed back 
inside early Friday 
morning. The casino 
is again operating as 
usual.

Bomb dogs were 
brought in to scour 
the premises. No other 
buildings were evacu-
ated.

The casino employs 
more than 2,400 full- 
and part-time workers 
and was working on an 
expansion to become 
Oklahoma’s largest 
casino, according to its 
Web site.
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Business Opportunity
EARN $4800 Monthly in finder 
fees. Easy, part time work. 
Money making facts FREE @ 
Dry Tech, Suite ML 15896, 
8920 Quartz Ave., Northridge, 
CA 91324 1-800-352-5009
www.drytechsystems.com

Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

CEMETERY PLOTS at Trinity 
Memorial for sale. 3 plots in 
Canaan, great location. $1,000. 
o.b.o. Sells for $1,700. 
bugnurse@yahoo.com or 
(806)262-4034.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Educational
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA AT 
HOME. 6-8 weeks. Better op-
portunity for job placement. 
Save Gas-Money. Payment 
Plan. FREE Brochure. 
1-800-264-8330
www.diplomafromhome.com 
Benjamin Franklin High School.

Help Wanted

BIG SPRING Independent 
School District hiring cashiers, 
cooks, and line servers. Please 
apply online at 
www.bsisd.esc.18.net. 
No phone calls please.

BIG SPRING Oil Company, 
needs experienced Tool 
Pusher. Must be able to pass 
drug test. Competitive salary 
and limited benefits. Most work 
within 60 miles of Big Spring or 
Snyder. Please send resume 
to: PO Box 1870, Big Spring, 
TX 79721.

Help Wanted
CARING HEARTS Home 
Health is seeking a full-time RN 
Position. Great hours, friendly 
atmosphere and Benefits. 
Sign-On Bonus $2500.00. Call 
for appointment 
(432)714-4512, 1900 Scurry.

COOKS & CARHOP.  Must be 
Neat in Appearance. Honest & 
Dependable. No experience 
necessary will train. Inquire at 
Wagon Wheel, 2010 Scurry St. 
No phone call Please!

DRIVERS WANTED. We need 
drivers now and get hired on 
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery 
compensation in the business. 
Make cash every day. Great 
part time and full time shifts. 
Health Insurance plan. Great 
starting wage- $7.00 an hour, 
plus delivery compensation, 
plus tips. We more than com-
pensate for high gas prices. 
Got experience? Work for 
Papa or the Hut? Come on 
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and 
stay at home Moms always 
welcome. Apply at Domino’s 
Pizza.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00 
p.m. (432)684-5418.

FIRST BANK of West Texas 
has opening for Teller, and a 
Head Teller. Teller experience 
perferred. Please apply at 1810 
E FM 700 or 607 S. Scurry St., 
Big Spring.

WANTED OIL and Gas Drilling 
Engineer with at least 7 years 
experience and Reservoir En-
gineer experience would be 
helpful in their job application. 
For Sharp Image Energy Inc. 
Please send resumes  to P.O. 
Box 1888, Big Spring, Tx. 
79721.

Help Wanted
GRAPHIC DESIGNER Wanted 
You will work on a variety of 
print related projects from lo-
gos, branding, packaging, 
POS, advertisements, sales 
presentations, large banner 
graphics, magazine design and 
much more? The ideal candi-
date will have at least 2-3 
years of experience in graphic 
design and have a strong com-
mand of Adobe Programs. 
To apply please visit us online 
at www.themediaco.net or 
email your resume to 
brian@themediaco.net or call 
432-599-8018.

MATURE CHRISTIAN person 
interested in substituting for 
Christian childcare enter. Expe-
rience preferred, but will train. 
Must be able to pass Criminal 
History Check and FBI finger-
print check. Apply in person at 
NHCS 118 Cedar Rd.

NEEDING PART-TIME Nanny 
for toddler. Experience a must, 
able to provide 2 previous em-
ployer references. Pay is BOE. 
Please contact Cashea at 
(432)213-4685 or 816-7332.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehabilitation is now seeking a 
full time Charge Nurse. We of-
fer competitive pay, Retire-
ment, Vacation, and a fun, 
friendly atmosphere. Apply in 
person or online at 
www.parkviewnursing.net 
3200 Parkway, Big Spring, Tx. 
(432)263-4041.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

POLLARD CHEVROLET is 
taking applications for Body 
shop repair/ technician. Experi-
ence required. Must have on 
tools. Benefits: Health & Life in-
surance,  401(k).  Apply in per-
son.

Help Wanted
PLANT SUPERVISOR needed 
for Ameri-Tech Building Sys-
tems. Experience required in 
Portable Metal Building Manu-
facturing. Competitive Salary 
and Benefits available. Email to 
kwr_atbs@yahoo.com or fax to 
254-938-2762. EOE

SHELL STAR STOP looking 
for new team members. Full & 
Part time Cashiers. Apply in 
person at any Shell Star Stop 
in Big Spring. Drug Free Envi-
ronment.

TEXAS CAJUN Cafe, now hir-
ing wait staff. Apply in person 
at 802 West I-20 between the 
Exxon & Advantage Inn Motel.

WANTED DRILLING Supervi-
sor with at least 7 years experi-
ence. For Sharp Image Energy 
Inc. Please send resumes  to 
P.O. Box 1888, Big Spring, Tx. 
79721.

Items for Sale
4PC LEATHER Sofa and 
Love brand new, has War-
ranty $650. 432-664-8980.
------------------------------------------
DOUBLE/FULL pillow top mat-
tress and box set. NEW, fac-
tory sealed. $130. 
432-664-8980.

A PILLOW Top Queen Mat-
tress Set. Brand New in Plastic 
with Mfg. warranty $150. 
432-664-8980.
-----------------------------------------
Wrought Iron Queen Bed and 
frame. Brand New. Has sleigh 
bed look. Will take $350. 
432-664-8980.

FIREWOOD FOR Sale. 
$250.00 per cord, $150.00  per 
half cord. Call 432-213-3399.

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $325.00 Full Cord 
& $180.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818 or 
512-913-8297.

FOR SALE: 94 Villager  Van- 
$850, Sofa- $200., Truck tool 
box- $130., Range- $10., mi-
crowave- $10., Recliner- $10. 
Call 432-714-4402.

Items for Sale
KING MATTRESS set, w/war-
ranty, brand new in plastic, 
$220 432-664-8980.
------------------------------------------
Brand New 5pc Micro fiber 
Sofa/Love seat, with War-
ranty. $550. 432-664-8980.

PRESSURE RELIEVING,
Tempur-pedic type Memory 
Foam Mattress set new in plas-
tic. $450 432-664-8980.
------------------------------------------
Twin Cherry sleigh-bed solid 
wood still in box with mattress 
set, both new $348. 
432-664-8980.

Miscellaneous
4 POSTER oak bedroom set. 
NEW from mfg. $875. Can del. 
806-549-3110...........................
Merlot finish bedroom suite. 
Hardwood collection, metal 
glides. BOXED NEW!! $880. 
Can del 806-549-3110.............

ADJUSTABLE BED & queen 
mattress, $990 NEW, warr. 
806-549-3110...........................
Pub table & chairs, heavy! Ex-
presso finish. NEW!!! Can del. 
$399. 806-549-3110.................

BEDROOM SET- 5 pc, black 
uptown style. NEVER USED!! 
$550. Can del. 806-549-3110.

On the Farm

EZELL KEY 
FEED & GRAIN

98 Lancaster
(432)267-8112

Big Spring, Texas 79720
NOW OPEN TILL 4:00PM 

ON SATURDAYS
We have Deer Corn $9.00

We also will be carring
Moormans Pig Feed

We have all your 
Feed Needs

COME SEE US!!!

Pets
2 FREE Female Mixed Heeler 
dogs. One is 1-1/2 yrs old and 
spayed the other is 2 yrs old. 
Both are great w/kids. Call 
432-394-4106.

AKC REGISTERED Miniature 
Dachshund Dapple Puppies. 
On the 25th of December will 
be 6 weeks old. $300.00 each. 
Call (432)816-2479.

RESCUED- KITTEN, male,  3 
month olds, very friendly and 
DOG, female, 8 months old. 
Moving need to find loving 
home. Call 432-263-2974.

Real Estate for Rent
1205 STANFORD Remodeled 
2 bedroom, 1 bath, tile floors, 
CH/A, fenced yard. $550. 
month, $500. deposit. Call 
(432)517-0373.

1601 LEXINGTON- A & B. 
Very Nice 2 bedroom, 1 bath, 
tile floors, CH/A. $450. month, 
$400. deposit. Call 
(432)517-0373.

Real Estate for Rent
2200 SQ. ft. building for lease 
in a high traffic area @ 1307 
Gregg St.  Front & rear parking 
available.  Please contact Lucy 
@ 432-263-5000 for mor infor-
mation.

4104 MUIR. 2 bdr./ 2 bath, two 
living area’s, CH/A.  Refer-
ences required. $700 mo./ 
$400 dep. No HUD. No Pets. 
Call 432-270-3848.

602 1/2 GEORGE- Close to 
College. 1 Bedroom House. 
Carport, CH/A. $550.00 month 
plus deposit. No pets. No HUD. 
Call (432)267-2296.

703 EDWARDS 2 bedroom, 1 
bath house. CH/A, 
washer/dryer connections. One 
Year Lease. No HUD. No Pets. 
No Bills Paid.  $900. month 
plus deposit. (432)267-2296.

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL!!
$100. off 1st month rent!

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
1 Bdrm  $350 month 
2  Bdrm $395 month

!!!!!!! Now Available !!!!!!!

COMPLETELY REMODELED- 
410 Dallas. 2 bedroom, 1 bath, 
tile floors & new carpet, CH/A. 
Washer & dryer connections. 
$575. month, $500. deposit. 
Call (432)517-0373.

LOFT FOR Lease, 123-C 
Main. $1,000. month plus de-
posit. One year lease required. 
No pets. (432)770-5656. or 
(432)517-0038 or office 
(432)263-6514.

SHORT TERM Leases. Fur-
nished houses for rent. All bills 
paid. Call Lesile, 
(432)213-0909.

SOUTH PLAINS APTS.
3304 West Hwy 80

Efficiency 1, 2, & 3 Bdrms.
Now Available
432-714-4840
559-309-1968

THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

VICTORIA HOME, 2101 Run-
nels. 3 bedroom, 1-1/2 bath. 
$1200. month plus deposit. 
References required. Call 
(432)267-2804 or 
(432)816-5797.

Real Estate for Sale
1 ACRE with water well and 
septic. $8,750., 8/10th of acre 
for $5,000..................................
Mobile home Space for rent. 
$150.00 month & up. Call 
(254)643-1145.

OWNER FINANCED 
HOUSES. Easy Terms. Low 
Down Payment. Bad Credit 
OK. Call Lana at TruStar Re-
alty (432)264-8166.
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igottaauction.com igottaauction.com

Spring City Auction
501 BIRDWELL LANE SUITE 1

Sun, Dec. 28 
@ 1:00 P.M.

11 C.R.M. W.D Pickups

Air Compressors, Welders, 
Assorted Tools,

Furniture, Etc.
No Minimum No Reserve

Scott Emerson TAL: 15051
432-263-1831 15

57
1

CITY OF BIG SPRING

For more information go to www.mybigspring.com 
or call (432) 264-2346 

HELP 
WANTED

Police Officer $15.47-$16.25/hr
Jailer  

IT Specialist 
Senior Center Coordinator  
Heavy Equipment Operator 

Mechanic Helper 
Part Time Cook

Code Enforcement Officer 
Utility Service Worker 

Equal  
Opportunity 
Employer 

LEASE OPERATOR

Because of our continued expansion and growth through an aggressive acquisition program, Energen 
Resources, a subsidiary of Energen Corporation, has an immediate opening for 3 Lease Operators at 

Pump as needed monitoring, recording, and optimizing production data
Operating and maintaining production equipment

-

15465

LEASE OPERATOR / TECH ASSISTANT

Energen Resources Corporation, a subsidiary of Energen Corporation has an immediate opening for 
a Lease Operator / Tech Assistant at its North Westbrook Unit located four miles northwest of West-
brook, Texas. Responsibilities include:

Run Dynamometers’ and Shoot Fluid Levels as Needed (Training Available)
Monitoring, recording, and optimizing production data
Connect, Set-up and Monitor Step Rate Test Equipment
Operating and maintaining production equipment
Conducting on-lease activities making minor repairs and adjustments as needed
Assuring that all leases are operating within regulatory compliance
Provide vacation relief for Lease Operators as needed

For immediate consideration please go to: www.energen.com and select Job Opportunities under 
Employment to complete an online application.

An Equal Opportunity Employer
15466
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial 
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Bill McClellan
News Editor

other Views

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

Students see the possibilities

A cure for medicine’s ills

The world has bigger 
problems than the me-
dia’s current miseries, 
so you may have missed 

these reports from two days last 
week: Macmillan 
Publishing elimi-
nating 64 jobs, 
New York maga-
zine announcing 
its first layoffs, 
top-level execs 
getting the ax at 
CBS, a 10 percent 
staff reduction 
at the New York 
financial news-
weekly The Deal, 
Crain Communi-
cations dumping 
6 percent of its workforce, a pay 
freeze at The New York Times, 
eco-themed magazines succumb-
ing to slumping advertising, 
National Public Radio laying off 
64 staffers, Detroit’s two dailies 
cutting home delivery to three 
days a week .

Now, I know what you’re think-
ing: Say, if only I were a young-
ster just starting out. I’d sure 
be giving serious thought to a 
rewarding career in the media!

College students are renowned 
for that kind of shrewd logic. 
So it’s no surprise to learn that 
the latest survey of university 
journalism and mass communi-
cations programs indicates that 
after a modest leveling off in 
2006, enrollments have resumed 
their hearty rise. (Earlier this 
decade enrollments at the coun-
try’s 400-some programs were 
increasing by 4 percent a year 
for undergraduates and 5 per-
cent for post-graduates.)

“I don’t think students see 
the field as narrowly as we do,” 
explains Lee Becker, the Uni-
versity of Georgia professor who 
heads the annual enrollments 
survey, which will be released 
this month. “They’re not as 
focused on turmoil in the indus-
try.”

Instead, they view the society 
as deeply involved with journal-

ism and mass communications. 
“That’s just not going to go 
away,” he says. “There will still 
be journalism and public rela-
tions jobs and positions in adver-
tising.”

Still, as Becker agrees, it’s also 
true that studying journalism 
doesn’t necessarily reflect a ca-
reer choice, any more than ma-
joring in English commits a stu-
dent to becoming a poet. Some 
students simply want to develop 
expressive skills and proficiency 
with advanced communications 
tools.

But many are heading into the 
media. In the program where I 
teach - embedded in a selective, 
Southern liberal arts college - 
some four out of five majors do 
go into media jobs, perhaps one 
in three joining the beleaguered 
world of journalism.

How crazy is that?
To be sure, journalism has nev-

er been an especially rational 
career choice. It’s like theater. 
Both have always been best left 
to people with unruly passions 
who couldn’t imagine them-
selves doing anything else.

That said, and even though 
most of my post-Watergate 
newsroom generation has been 
shooed into premature retire-
ment and virtually none of the 
media companies I worked for 
still exist, it’s just possible that 
there has never been a better 
time to jump into the media.

The richness, velocity and 
imaginative reach of the change 
today’s media are undergoing 
is breathtaking. Entire indus-
tries are emerging to populate 
such technologies as Facebook, 
iPhone and Blackberry with ser-
vices, interactive opportunities 
and smart informational feeds. 
Traditional media are ferreting 
out expansion options: BET, hav-
ing opened up in the Caribbean 
and Britain, will be operating 
in 29 countries of Africa. Vari-
ety, the entertainment industry 
newspaper, last week described 
two new websites gearing up to 

deliver smart coverage of the 
TV, movie and music business; 
one will also enable subscribers 
to set up their evenings out.

The furious pace of innovation 
affects technology, revenue, 
content options, public service 
- a huge range of media opportu-
nity.

True, journalism is a tougher 
nut, partly because news is per-
ishable and doesn’t lend itself 
to multiple resale, which is how 
new media enable other con-
tent creators to cash in on the 
ricochet across exhibition win-
dows. But even for journalism, 
a heads-up new company like 
Politico, which started life as a 
stand-alone originator of top-tier 
political news, has moved into 
the syndication business and is 
selling its feeds to established 
distribution outlets like newspa-
per websites - which, by the way, 
dominate online news. A brand-
new startup called GlobalPost 
has assembled a network of 70 
correspondents in 52 countries 
to fill the vacuum in foreign 
news.

Big, vexing problems remain in 
creating a durable business mod-
el to enable journalism to pros-
per without the lavish advertis-
ing support it has depended on 
for the past century and a half.

But the new media’s offerings 
of fresh information and topical 
commentary have energized vast 
new audiences of people who 
want to hear, to be heard, to be 
fiercely engaged - and that’s just 
the terrain on which journalism 
thrives.

So maybe these students know 
more than we think.

Edward Wasserman is Knight 
professor of journalism ethics at 
Washington and Lee University. 
He wrote this column for The Mi-
ami Herald. Readers may write 
to him at: The Miami Herald, 1 
Herald Plaza, Miami, Fla. 33132, 
or e-mail him at edward_wasser-
man@hotmail.com.

“It can’t be done,” 
said one consultant.

“You’re crazy,” 
said another.

Such was the feedback from 
the management gurus I went to 
when I was gathering informa-
tion on how to open The Village 
Doctor. No one 
believed it could 
succeed in today’s 
toxic medical re-
imbursement en-
vironment.

But after 15 years 
of management 
magazines telling 
me how to fit in 
the one extra pa-
tient a day, I final-
ly read something 
that made sense. 
Dr. Gordon Moore, an innova-
tive physician from New York, 
was using technology to stream-
line processes and cut overhead, 
allowing him to see fewer pa-
tients per day while generating 
the same net revenue.

And by seeing fewer patients 
a day, he spent more time with 
each one, improving their sat-
isfaction but also improving 
his professional satisfaction. 
In other words, by shifting the 
focus from the doctor-patient 
encounter to the doctor-patient 
relationship, everybody won.

In 2003, armed with this theory, 
I began the experiment of The 
Village Doctor.

(I bring up my practice to show 
a way to move forward in prima-
ry care and to encourage other 
doctors to consider a similar 
approach. This practice design 
is not for everyone and does not 
represent the only way to pro-
vide great care. But it shows that 
things can change: Doctors can 
have the freedom to assess how 
to deliver the kind of care they 
long to deliver, and patients can 
expect to receive the kind of care 
they long to receive.)

I found and renovated a small 
home in my neighborhood with 
the intent of inserting the physi-

cian back into the community. 
I hired a wonderful nurse who 
does all the office receptionist 
and nursing duties. I purchased 
a robust electronic health record 
system that not only organizes 
all the information in the office, 
but also allows me to do my own 
billing.

Minimizing costs associated 
with rent and employees re-
duced my overhead to only a 
fraction of a traditional office. 
Although I receive the same 
insurance reimbursements and 
co-pays as most medical practic-
es, by breaking free of the other 
financial shackles, I was able to 
jump off the treadmill of seeing 
30 to 40 patients a day (I average 
12 to 15) and spend more time 
with each patient.

I almost always can see estab-
lished patients the same day 
they call, and I rarely have an 
office wait longer than 10 min-
utes. My patients can call me, 
and I can call them back. I am 
even able to offer home visits to 
homebound patients in my com-
munity. Studies of my patients 
confirm their satisfaction with 
a majority of them stating they 
receive “perfect care.”

But just as important, because I 
am not constantly overwhelmed, 
I have the breathing room to an-
alyze the care I deliver and the 
flexibility to implement changes 
to improve it. I am able to make 
a good living, spend more time 
with my family, and still have 
the time to go to meetings in the 
community to try to improve lo-
cal health, and the time to work 
in national collaborative studies 
to try to improve primary care 
as a whole. I feel in control and 
happy.

And I am not alone. What start-
ed as a fringe idea has now be-
come the Ideal Medical Practices 
movement. Even as primary 
care has begun to show signs 
of constriction, the number of 
IMPs opening has continued to 
explode (www.impmap.com).

There is a very active online 

community where physicians 
share ideas and information 
on how to make these practices 
work. There is a formal cur-
riculum offered where practices 
can begin to understand how to 
implement change and improve 
quality. There is even an annual 
meeting where we get together 
and challenge each other to take 
the next step to continuously im-
prove what we do.

We are driven by the love 
of medicine and the desire to 
provide superior care to our 
patients, and we believe if we 
can prove the cost savings from 
delivering better care, we can 
begin to shape the change in 
reimbursement necessary to 
encourage and allow other like-
minded physicians to follow.

Both doctors and patients fear 
that primary care is entering 
its twilight years. As expenses 
continue to soar and reimburse-
ment continues to stagnate, the 
treadmill of patients the physi-
cian has to see will grow to an 
unsustainable level.

And as the pile of administra-
tive paperwork continues to 
force its way between doctors 
and patients, the resulting frus-
trations sour anyone on choos-
ing this noble profession as a 
career.

What can be done to save it? 
The answer is simple. We must 
refocus on the most important 
thing - our relationship with our 
patients - and fight as hard as 
we can to never lose that focus 
again.

Dr. John Brady owns and oper-
ates an independent solo practice, 
The Village Doctor, in the Hilton 
Village section of Newport News, 
Va. He is an assistant profes-
sor at Eastern Virginia Medical 
School, a faculty member in the 
Ideal Medical Practices move-
ment, president of HealthConnec-
tor, and was honored as the 2008 
Virginia Family Physician of the 
Year.

It’s been 80 long days since Congress au-
thorized the Wall Street bailout, and it’s 
time for taxpayers to assess what they 
have to show for their $700 billion invest-

ment.
Here’s what we know: About half of the mon-

ey has been spent. But no one seems to know 
who got the majority of it or what’s being done 
with it. Asking questions is all the more impor-
tant because the cash doesn’t seem to be doing 
much good.

One final piece of Christmas cheer: While 
very few American workers lucky enough to 
still have jobs will be getting a bonus this year, 
indications are that many of the Wall Street 
bankers who caused this mess will be getting 
their usual millions. So much for congressio-
nal oversight.

Now Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson says 
the Bush administration’s proposed $17 bil-
lion in loans to the auto industry will deplete 
the $350 billion Congress has released so far, 
so he wants the remaining money to be made 
available. No way. Not a single additional dol-
lar should be authorized until it’s certain that 
the money is going toward its intended goals 
- unclogging the credit market and stabilizing 
the economy.

It isn’t only Democrats fretting over how 
Paulson has spent the money. Republicans 
in the Senate and House are calling for a full 
accounting. So far, he has refused. Congress’ 
investigative arm, the Government Account-
ability Office, has further criticized Paulson, 
saying the Treasury Department needs more 
transparency and hasn’t shown that the money 
is being used to benefit taxpayers rather than 
to protect CEOs’ compensation.

The Treasury Department has acknowledged 
that about $100 billion went to American In-
ternational Group and Citigroup to help keep 
them in business. The rest, in theory, went to 
bolster various U.S. banks. There is widespread 
speculation that the banks are hoarding the 
money, using it to buy up healthy banks and 
taking full advantage of a Bush administration 
loophole that is letting CEOs use the money for 
compensation.

Congress has to get the facts and make sure 
any further allocations are used to help Main 
Street rather than Wall Street. Institutions 
that receive federal help have to pass it on in 
the form of credit to help small and large busi-
nesses stay viable and keep people employed.

On its own, the loan package the administra-
tion announced Friday to tide over the auto in-
dustry is a good plan, perhaps even better than 
the more elaborate bailout congressional lead-
ers tried to push through. It will buy General 
Motors and Chrysler time to reorganize and 
show that they can return to profitability, es-
sentially postponing a decision on further help 
until the Obama administration takes over. 
That’s fair.

There’s not much left in the toolbox to com-
bat this economic crisis. Interest rates can’t 
go much lower, yet the unemployment rate 
continues to climb. There is still too little con-
fidence in the American economy. Making 
sure that the Wall Street bailout money is used 
wisely in the months ahead will help to restore 
that confidence. Congress failed to get proper 
assurances the first time around, and it can’t 
make the same mistake again.

the sAn Jose mercury news

Bailout falls 
short on 
oversight — 
and results
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                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

Pro Spa Nail Salon

P e d i c u r e : 
$21.99
Manicure: $11.99
Full Set:   $20.00 & Up

SPECIAL
Solar Nails: $29.00

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

REALTY

HOME IMPROVEMENT

NAIL SALON

PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE FENCES

GUARD & PATROL

ROOFINGRENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Cash Sale
Very Reasonable

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

YOUR AD

111 E. Marcy Dr. Ste 110       (432) 263-6245
(Next To Wal-Mart)

LAWN CARE
FALL CLEANUP

Rake Leaves, Hauling
Tree Trimming, Tilling, Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service

816-6150 or
267-5460

FREE ESTIMATES 18675

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

HOME IMPROVEMENT

11
33
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COSCO
Home Repair

Tile - Sheetrock
Appliance Install
Free Estimates

432-816-6282

HOME IMPROVEMENT

L & R 
Construction

Bathroom, Kitchen, Home 
Remodeling, Repairs, Additions, 

Ceramic Tile, Glass Block, Stone, 
Painting, Counter Tops, Cabinets, 
Drywall, Fencing, we can do it all.

Call 432-213-5540
or E-mail us at

lrconstruction@suddenlink.net 10
83

1

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner

1600  S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

11912

JANITORIAL

BREATHE E-Z
Chimney, Air Duct 

Specials!
We clean everything!

Offices, Homes, 
Carpets, etc.

INSURED

1-866-843-1837 17
95

9

PHONE WIRING
Small Business & Residential

Phone Wiring
Computer & Extension Lines

Stans Phone Lines
Wiring at Affordable Prices

432-213-3910
A.W. Stansel

29 Years Experience

5110 Wasson Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720 17

95
7

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heaters
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heater
Parts and Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

STORAGE
AAA Mini Storage

3301 E. FM 700
Patrolled by 

Fall Creek Security
24 Hr. access

Fenced and lighted
Come see Marc, Amy, Mike & Ashley 

For all your storage needs
LARGE or small we store it all!!

(432) 263-0732 18480

FALL CREEK
SECURITY

• Armed & Unarmed Security
  Offi cers
• Vehicle Patrol
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential - Homeowners
   Association
• Body Guards
• Liability Insurance
• State Licensed By
   Texas DPS

ST. LIC. B13300

CALL
ED HEARNE

1-800-768-7117

18
30

3

FIREWOOD
Seasoned Oak Firewood

1 Cord Delivered - $325.00
1 Cord Pick Up - $275.00

1/2 Cord Delivered - $180.00
1/2 Cord Pick Up - $140.00

Local can pick up in Big Spring
Call Dustin

(432) 557-2897 or
213-3601 18472

HOUSEKEEPING

PROFESSIONAL 
HOUSE 

CLEANING
References Available

Fair Prices &
 Quality Work

CALL
(432) 213-599118477

THIS SPACE COULD  BE YOUR AD
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

CONCRETE

       All types of concrete
                  Bldgs, Slabs,
                Driveways, etc.
Quality And Professionial 

Work.
Call Roman 

(432) 556-390318905

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE

PRODUCTS

12
98

0

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care, 
Home Remedies, Watkins, 

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

Call: Annette (432) 267-3901
(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980

HOME IMPROVEMENT

15
26

5

Drywall, Ceramic & Wood 
Floors, Metal Roofs, Shingle 
Roofs, Carpentry, Additions.

WE DO ALL TYPES OF
CONSTRUCTION!

Call Mike
432-213-0047

SANCHEZ
CONSTRUCTION

RESTAURANT

Texas Cajun Cafe
starting

January 2nd
LUNCH BUFFET

11:00 am - 3:00 pm
802 West I-20

between Exxon & Advantage Inn Motel
15598(432) 264-7686



HOUSTON (AP) — 
Some religious centers 
are closing their doors, 
while others are laying 
off staff as a result of 
the struggling economy 
coupled with the dev-
astation of hurricanes 
Katrina, Rita and Ike.

The centers have 
responded by eliminat-
ing unfilled positions, 
recruiting volunteers 
to take on paid posi-
tions, reducing hours 
of operation to save 
energy costs and post-
poning building con-
struction.

St. John’s Methodist 
Church in Houston 
employs 40 people and 
will see a 20 percent 
staff reduction between 
Christmas and New 
Year’s Day, the Rev. 
Rudy Rasmus said.

Philanthropic gifts at 
St. John’s are down 30 
percent, Rasmus said. 
He’s having to cut ser-
vices and budgets at 
the same time some are 
searching for spiritual 
anchors.

“It’s hard to hear that 
kind of news and feel 
holiday cheer,” Rasmus 
told the Houston 
Chronicle.

The Rev. Ken Gurley 
of First Church in 
Pearland said his con-
gregation has helped 
to pay mortgages for 
three other Pentecostal 
churches.

“The combined 
effects of Katrina, Rita 
and then Ike have real-
ly stretched church 
resources to the max,” 
Gurley said. “In all of 
these crises, churches 

literally emptied their 
pockets.”

Several Evangelical 
Lutheran churches in 
Galveston and Houston 
were struggling even 
before Hurricane Ike, 
which blasted ashore 
near Galveston on Sept. 
13 flattening buildings 
and killing at least 37 
people in Texas.

The Park Place 
Lutheran Church of 
Houston closed in 
November 2007, and 
a for sale sign was 
planted in the front 
lawn. Financial prob-
lems contributed to the 
decision to close, said 
Bishop Mike Rinehart 
of the Texas-Gulf Coast 
Synod, Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of 
America. The property 
was recently sold.

At the Hare Krishna 
temple, a drop in 
donations, not atten-
dance, has temporarily 
stopped construction 
on a new building.

Hansa Medley, the 
temple’s outreach 

director, said dona-
tions are down $200,000 
— or about 22 percent 
from November 2007 
to November 2008. 
She’s hoping construc-
tion will resume in 
February.

George Barna, found-
er of a research firm 
that studies Americans’ 
religious habits and 
behavior, published 
a bleak report earlier 
this month about the 
impact of the economic 
downturn on church-
es. The Barna Group 
found that one out of 
five households had 
decreased its giving 
to churches or other 
religious centers. And 
among that group, 22 
percent had stopped 
giving altogether.

Still, some religious 
leaders are hopeful 
December will again be 
a good month for con-
tributions. Barna esti-
mates that as much as 
one-third of a church’s 
annual revenue comes 
at the end of the year.
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New Year’s Eve
Party

THIS IS THE PARTY YOU’VE BEEN
WAITING FOR!!!

at

KOKOPELLI’S
4007 CHAPARRAL

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 31ST
9:00 pm to 1:00 am

MUSIC AND FUN!!!!
$10.00 per person

BRING YOUR OWN BOTTLE & SET UPS
Feel free to bring your favorite finger foods or snacks!!

NO ONE UNDER 21 15338

 Cordially Invite You to
Attend our Services

TRINITY BAPTIST 
810 11TH PLACE           267-6344

Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Service broadcast

over KBYG 1400 AM

on your dial

Sunday School...........10:00 a.m.

Morning Worship......11:00 a.m.

Evangelistic Service....6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Service......7:00p.m.

Randy Cotton
Pastor

More light than we can learn,
More wealth than we can treasure,

More love than we can earn,
More peace than we can  measure,

Because one Child is born.

8634

Bonnie

Wheat

Jerrie

StockS

Church News▼

Birdwell Lane
Baptist Church

Sunday worship services are at 10:55 a.m. and 5 
p.m. Children’s church is during Sunday morning 
worship for ages 4-12. If you would like to visit, 
come by 1512 Birdwell lane and if you nee a ride 
call 264-9924 or 267-7157.

A nursery is provided. Midweek service is at 7 
p.m. Wednesday.

This Sunday evening service will be at 
Canterbury South at 4 p.m. Come worship with the 
retired of the community and lift them up.

Our night watch service will be Wednesday from 
8 p.m. until midnight with preaching, singing, 
blackeye pea fellowship, games and we will pray 
in the new year.

We wish everyone a very blessed new year. For 
further information, call 267-7157 or 267-8214.

First Presbyterian 
Church, Coahoma

The friendly folks at First Presbyterian Church, 
Coahoma invite anyone to come and worship with 
us. We meet at 11 a.m. Sunday to share the scrip-
tures, sing, pray and worship, led by Commissioned 
Lay Pastor Tom Koger.

The Christmas Eve worship service Dec. 24 was 
a special time of worship to welcome Christmas 

Day.  
The lectionary for the First Sunday after 

Christmas  is Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 
4: 4-7; Luke 2:22-40.

First Presbyterian 
Church, Big Spring

Wednesday activities for next week will be Bible 
study at 5:17 p.m., but there will be no youth group 
or choir practice.

The performance of “Remembering” in the cha-
pel, followed by a chili supper, featuring Max 
Green’s infamous chili, was a memorable Advent 
experience for all those who participated and 
watched last Sunday evening.  

 Dec. 24, we had our traditional Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Communion Service. “God’s Sign of 
Peace,” by Eugene Butler and “Infant Holy, Infant 
Lowly,” a Polish carol, were the choir’s offering 
for the service. The Rev. Bronaugh chose for the 
sermon topic “The Birth,” based on Luke 2:7.

The lectionary for the First Sunday after 
Christmas is Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 
4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40. The choir will offer “See Amid 
the Winter Snow,” by John Goss and “Shout the 
Glad Tidings,” by Paul Lindsey Thomas. Rev. 
Bronaugh’s sermon, “The Message,” is based on 
Isaiah 61:10-11.

All of us at First Presbyterian Church wish 
for everyone, especially in these trying times, a 
blessed new year.

First United 
Methodist Church

Christmas day has come and gone, however for 
those who were part of this miracle in Bethlehem 
many questions remain. In both of our services 
of worship this Sunday Marshall van Pelt, Justin 
Ypina and Tanner Churchwell portray the shep-
herds and their prospective of the blessed event.  
Services are at 8:30 a.m. and 10:50 a.m. with Sunday 
school classes for all ages in between at 9:45.

It is the sincere prayer of our pastor, staff and 
congregation that this continues to be a joyous and 
blessed season for you and your family. If you are 
looking for a church home in the new year we hope 
you will come and visit with us.

And to usher in 2009 the Senior Adult Ministry, 
better known as SAM, invites the congregation to 
a scrumptious breakfast buffet at 9:30 a.m. Jan. 1, 
in Garrett Hall. Bring the family and your appetite 
for breakfast with all the fixins, including those 
blackeyed peas for good luck.

It’s all happening at Fourth and Scurry, First 
United Methodist Church, where families grow in 
Christ.

It’s time — time to 
pick up all those 
plastic Santas that 
have fainted on 

lawns and inflatable 
snowmen that have 
melted in front yards 
all over 
town. 
It’s time 
to throw 
away all 
the torn 
wrapping 
paper 
and sort 
through 
the bows 
worth sav-
ing and 
those to 
be tossed in the trash.  
It’s time to shake the 
last bit of candy out 
the stockings and pack 
them away. It’s time 
to take down the lights 
and bring the wreaths 
inside. It’s time to dis-
mantle Christmas trees 
and stuff the decora-
tions back into the clos-

et for another year.
It is also time to pol-

ish off the last of the 
Christmas fudge and 
resolve to start a new 
diet tomorrow or the 
next day. It’s time to 
start walking again and 
get back to aerobics 
classes. It’s time to dust 
off exercise bikes and 
see whether the wheels 
still turn or if they have 
frozen up from lack of 
use. 

It’s time to lift 
weights and see how 
much heavier they got 
during the holidays. It’s 
time to take the bath-
room scales out of hid-
ing and face reality.

It’s the time of the 
year to buy new weekly 
planners and add 
more folders to those 
crowded file cabinets. 
It’s time to rip up 
expired coupons and 
shred no-longer-needed 
receipts. It’s time to 
read Christmas cards 

one last time and make 
changes in address 
books. It’s time to 
delete email forwards 
and clean out inboxes. 
It’s time to pay bills and 
make budgets. It’s time 
to hang up new calen-
dars and start writing 
2009 on checks.

King Solomon, whom 
many believe was the 
author of the book 
of Ecclesiastes, was 
known for his wisdom. 
He observed: “There 
is an appointed time 
for everything. And 
there is a time for every 
event under heaven 
– “(Ecclesiastes 3: 1 
NASB).

Whether we’re glad 
that 2008 is finally over 
or wish that it could 
have lasted another 
month, the appointed 
time has come. It’s time 
to forget regrets and 
look toward the future. 
It’s time to welcome a 
new year.

Forget regrets; it’s
time to look forward

Worship at the
church of your choice

this Sunday

It’s the day after Christmas
Tis the day after Christmas 

and all through the house, 
Lay crumpled up paper, 

and a fat little mouse. 
The stockings that hung by the 

chimney with care 
Were now limp and 

sagging from the good-
ies once there.

The children were 
playing their new 
video game

As Mom secretly 
stepped on her new 
scale in shame.

Dad sat in dismay 
as he scratched at his 
head.

The budget was 
blown — no shattered 
— and dead.

Soon the jolly old mail man would 
bring in his sack

Enough bills to their door to break 
his poor back.

“It’s Visa, it’s Discover, it’s 

Mastercard, too.
Hey, what’s this new one? I haven’t 

a clue.”
“But the gentleman said it was 

zero percent
As long as I paid it instead of the 

rent.”
So I maxed out the card on those 

thingamabobs
And pray that I’ll soon find a cou-

ple of jobs.
One thing is certain, as sure as I 

stand
This year Christmas got a little out 

of hand.
Dad asks, “Was it worth it?” And 

this I can say,
“The kids were so quiet for at least 

part of the day.”

I hope you had a Merry 
Christmas.

God bless.

Composed by Jerrie Stocks and her 
daughter, June George

Hurricanes, economy
hurt Texas churches
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Tomorrow’s HoroscopeReal Estate for Sale
BY OWNER Ranch style  brick. 
3 bedroom, 3 bath, jetted tub, 
fireplace, sunroom. 3-1/3 
acres, storage, barn. Coahoma 
ISD (Derrick Rd.). Reduced 
$179,900.   (432)264-0330, 
816-9969.

BY OWNER---- 2600 Carelton 
3 Bedroom, 2 bath w/covered 
carport. New A/C unit. New 
carpet and paint. All New Appli-
ances. Remodeled kitchen and 
baths. No Owner Financing. 
Please call 432-213-2681.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our website 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

LARGE 4 Bedroom, 3 bath, 4 
car garage, fireplace in living 
room and basement. Amenity 
Galore. 3 plus acres, 2 large 
shops and Rentals. Coahoma 
School District. Reduced 
$275,000. Owner Finance Call 
(254)643-1145.

OWNER FINANCE, 5 Bed-
room, 2 bath,  2,500 sq. ft.. 
$2,500. Down, $735. per 
month plus taxes and insur-
ance. Call (432)714-4555.

OWNER FINANCE. 1524 East 
17th. Large 2 bedroom, with 
garage. Deserving Buyers. Call 
for information, (325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE. Fixer Up-
per! Low monthly. Low down. 
1300 & 1302 Wright. 
(325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE, Low 
Down, Low Monthly, Easy 
Terms. 1505 Cherokee- 3/2, 
808 Settles- 3/2. Call Trent 
512-426-1850.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Vehicles
2002 NISSAN Pathfinder, su-
per nice. Only 38,000 with sun-
roof. Call (432)264-9897.

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
When the warrior planet

Mars marches his army
into the
power-play-
ing realm of
C a p r i c o r n
he becomes
a strategic
combatant.
It's a cool,
calculating
p l a c e m e n t
that bodes
well for long-
range mis-
sions. Don't
r u s h .
Commanding people are
patient people. Think like
a chess player -- make an
opening move with the
endgame in mind. 

ARIES (March 21-April
19). Connectivity is lack-
ing in the life of a loved
one and you can help. You
are empowered to get this
person networking with
his or her peers. A nearby
senior citizensí center,
play park or gym could be
instrumental in this
effort. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). You are called to an
audition. It looks like this
one might just be the one
you win. Keep trying. You
are perfect for this role.
Whatever happened in the
past, stay optimistic about
the future. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Fulfillment is the
theme. Is it marriage you
want, a long-term busi-
ness contract, perhaps?
Be very careful in all deal-
ings. Whatever you con-
jure up is likely to come
to fruition. Tonight,
remain sober of thought. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Take action. Shake it
up. Go ahead and turn
over that rock. There is

nothing too scary to be
found there -- only the
sign you needed that it's
time to move on. Facing
the truth ultimately
brings happiness.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). A
long-awaited journey will
finally commence.
Whether your initial step
is finding a travel guide
or reserving tickets, you
embark. It's best not to
over-think. Go forward as
though it will all work
out. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). Life seems to center
around food. It's a
metaphor for every kind
of nourishment. Magic is
the main ingredient in the
appetizer, main course
and dessert. Devour and
delight. Yours is an abun-
dant and tasteful exis-
tence. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
Your pedigree helps out.
Strings are pulled in favor
of you. Someone could
even repay an old debt to
your family by helping
you along. Enjoy all the
help you get, for next time
it may not be that easy. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Delve into the realm
of great wealth. Your
reward is not in the same
place where you found it
yesterday. The treasure
that awaits your attention
is on a new road. Find
that road by finally trust-
ing your instincts.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). You have taken
on more than your share
and have succeeded. But
it appears you will
remain an unsung hero
for a small amount of
time. When the singing
starts it will be your
praises that echo through
the choir. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). You feel you
have to be everything to
everyone, which is usual-
ly a bad idea. However,
you might have some luck
in the endeavor now.
Share your knowledge
and your bread with all
who ask. Tomorrow you
will be sharing in their
rewards.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18). Mutual satisfaction is
on the docket. Find the
most likely way to bring
about fulfillment in all
your business dealings.
When in doubt about
whether you should first
give or receive, be the
giver. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). You long ago learned
that everything is not
about you, though today
it's a little harder not to
take things personally.
Find your center amidst
the gale-force winds and
wait out this current
storm. The air is cleared
tonight.

WEEKEND LOVE
FORECAST: ARIES:
You're only interested in
those who can keep up
with your fast pace. TAU-
RUS: You enjoy those who
push you to take on
greater challenges than
you would if left to your
own devices. GEMINI:
The romantic prize goes
to the one who displays
the most patience. CAN-
CER: Don't let external
forces keep you from
pulling off a romantic
move. LEO: Your com-
monsense approach is
sexy to someone who is
equally pragmatic.
VIRGO: You are able to
help someone you adore
out of a minor mess.
LIBRA: After the events of

tonight, you'll realize
anew what and whom you
really want in your life.
SCORPIO: The people you
meet are incredibly love-
ly, attractive and able to
spark your imagination.
SAGITTARIUS: Someone
with a soft touch will
reestablish your faith in
humanity. CAPRICORN:
Economic factors do not
have to get in the way of
romance and, in fact, you
show love more imagina-
tively when your
resources are limited.
AQUARIUS: Reacting to
the unpredictable moods
of your loved ones will
heighten your emotions
and keep you intellectual-
ly on point. PISCES:
Developments in another
corner of the world affect
a key relationship. 

COUPLE OF THE
WEEKEND: Aries and
Capricorn are both affect-
ed by the march of Mars
through Capricorn. Aries

is always guided by the
warrior planet, and
Capricorn feels his force
acutely all next month.
Under other circum-
stances these two might
have a slow and friendly
courtship, but right now
these two signs will pas-
sionately converge, figur-
ing out straight away
what it takes to get under
the other person's skin. 

If you would like to write
to Holiday Mathis, please
go to www.creators.com
and click on "Write the
Author" on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

© 2008 CREATORS SYN-
DICATE, INC.

Dear Annie: I am a 34-
year-old woman and met
"Marc" a year ago. Marc is
45 and divorced with
three kids. We hit it off
from the start and have
been going strong for 10
months. Marc is a terrific
guy who treats me well
and is a wonderful father
to his children. I love him
deeply and want to spend
my life with him.

The problem is, I want
to have a baby. I love
Marc's kids and would
treat them as my own, but
they live with their moth-
er and we see them only
every other weekend and
on certain holidays. I
want to be a full-time
mom, but Marc doesn't
want any more kids and
even had a vasectomy to
make sure. I asked him
about reversing the vasec-
tomy, but he isn't inter-
ested.

I was diagnosed with a
fertility problem several
years ago and was told I
would have difficulty get-
ting pregnant. The doctor
said adoption would be
the best choice, but Marc
doesn't want to raise
another child. Kids are
expensive and he already
pays quite a bit in child
support. But I have want-
ed to be a mother since I
can remember and cannot
imagine being content
otherwise.

I've never met a man
I've cared about more
than Marc, and now my
desire to raise a child
with him is even greater.
But I know marrying him
means I won't have a
child of my own, adopted
or otherwise. I don't know
what to do. -- Perplexed

Dear Perplexed: This is
a deal-breaker. While
many women find fulfill-
ment in mothering other
people's children through
teaching, volunteering,
babysitting, etc., we can-
not promise this will
work for you. If you
believe you will be
increasingly resentful of
Marc's unwillingness to
raise a child, you must
break it off. Sorry.

Dear Annie: I would like
to say a few words about
Christmas newsletters. I
got one yesterday, and it
depressed me so much
that I cried most of the
afternoon.

Please, people, try to be
a bit more sensitive when
you write up these glow-
ing reports of all the won-
derful things you have
accomplished during the
year. Not all of us are as
fortunate as you. The hol-
idays only remind us of
everything we have lost.

All it takes is a down-
turn like a lost job, an
injury, serious illness,
natural disaster or a
death to end everything
you are bragging about.
There are no guarantees
in life. You can lose
everything in the blink of
an eye.

My husband died four

years ago, leaving me
with nothing. Since then I
have endured the death of
my mother and a dear
friend, the loss of a job,
and the near death of my
daughter and grandson in
childbirth. I work two
jobs just to be able to heat
my house and buy food. I
have a college education,
but never expected to sup-
port myself at this age.

In the future, I would
appreciate it if you would
cut me from the mailing
list. Send my copy of your
newsletter to one of the
fancy friends you are try-
ing to impress. It does not
impress me. Be happy,
but please don't rub
everyone else's nose in it.
-- K.

Dear K.: Many people
love Christmas newslet-
ters because it gives them
an opportunity to catch
up on news of family and
friends. But when a
newsletter is simply a
brag sheet, no one enjoys
reading it. We hope our
readers will remember to
temper their enthusiasm
with thoughtfulness.

Dear Annie:
"Embarrassed Daughter-
in-Law" didn't like her
mother-in-law's poor
English. Years ago, when
my son was little, we
depended on an older
neighbor to provide child
care services. I cringed
every time she spoke. But
she gave our son loving,
caring attention. It was
not my job to correct her,
nor would I dare insult
her. Values like integrity,
honesty and fairness are
worth far more than the
correctness of her
English. -- Dis Ol' Cajun
in Easton, Md.

Dear Easton: We could-
n't have said it better.

Annie's Mailbox is writ-
ten by Kathy Mitchell and
Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers
column. Please e-mail your
questions to anniesmail-
box@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie's Mailbox, P.O.
Box 118190, Chicago, IL
60611. To find out more
about Annie's Mailbox,
and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers
and cartoonists, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com.

© 2008 CREATORS SYN-
DICATE, INC.

Annie’s Mailbox ®
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1003 E. FM 700 • Big Spring, TX 79720
Phone: (432) 263-5999

Facsimile: (432) 263-9998
Cell Phone: (432) 967-2124

DPatrick@commpasshospice.com

AIRPORT BAPTIST
1208 Frazier St.         263-7451

BAPTIST TEMPLE
400 11th Place             267-8287

BEREA BAPTIST
4204 Wasson Rd.          267-8438

BIRDWELL LANE BAPTIST
1512 Birdwell Lane

CALVARY BAPTIST
1200 W. 4th.               263-4242

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHUIRCH
5108 Nichols Rd., Big Spring, TX

432-398-5469
(Elbow Community)
COLLEGE BAPTIST

1105 Birdwell Lane        267-7429
Gateway BAPTIST

Gatesville Street  263-4883
EAST FOURTH BAPTIST

401 East 4th                267-2291
EAST SIDE BAPTIST

1108 E. 6th                 267-1915
FIRST BAPTIST

705 W. FM 700            267-8223
FIRST BAPTIST

Knott
FIRST BAPTIST

201 South Ave., Coahoma
FIRST BAPTIST

Sand Springs             393-5565
FIRST MEXICAN

701 N.W. 5th
FORSAN BAPTIST CHURCH

201 W. Main                457-2342
Forsan, TX

HILLCREST BAPTIST
2000 W. FM 700            267-1639

IGLESIA BAUTISTA
CENTRAL

2105 Lancaster S.         267-3396
IGLESIA BAUTISTA LA FE

408 State Street            267-7512
LUTHEN BETHEL BAPTIST

Gail Rt.
MIDWAY BAPTIST

E. I-20                      263-6274
MORNING STAR BAPTIST

403 Trades
MT. BETHEL BAPTIST

630 Sgt. Paredez         263-4069

PRAIRIE VIEW BAPTIST
Farm Mkt. Rd. 2230

PRIMERA BAUTISTA MISSION
701 N.W. 5th               263-1139    

PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
201 East 24th

SALEM BAPTIST
Old Colo. City. Hwy - Salem Rd
Spring Creek Fellowship

432-714-4584
TRINITY BAPTIST

810 11th Place            267-6344

CHRIST COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
1008 Birdwell Lane          263-5683

Bilingual Services ~ 6:00 p.m.
CORNERSTONE/COVENANT
706 E. 12th                  264-0015
TEMPLO BIBLIA ABIERTA

604 E. 13th St.             263-1998
LIFE CHURCH

600 EAST FM 700         263-7714
FAMILY FAITH VICTORY

CENTER, INT.
3401 E. 11th Pl. & FM 700   267-6001
Samuel A. Segundo, Jr., Pastor

SPRING OF LIFE CHURCH
Johnnie Sevey, Pastor
400 E. 21st    267-8658

Iglesia de Cristo
Anderson y Green St.

432-553-5559
CIRCUIT RIDER COWBOY CHURCH
Livestock Sale Barn   500 N. Birdwell Ln. 

HOUSE OF HOPE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Rev. Floyd Green, Jr., Pastor

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

1803 Wasson                 263-4411

KINGDOM HALL JEHOVAH’S
WITNESSES

1500 Wasson Rd.

ALIVE IN CHRIST
LUTHERAN CHURCH, LCMS

2805 Lynn                          267-2594

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
810 Scurry                   267-7163

FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
1400 Lancaster

THE PENTECOSTALS OF
BIG SPRING

Jesus Name UPC
1004 Locust            432-263-0050

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
701 Runnels             263-4211

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
205 N. 1st Coahoma

THE SALVATION ARMY
811 West 5th   267-8239

TOLLETT ALL FAITH CHAPEL
Big Spring State Hospital

FRIENDS OF UNITY
100 A. S. Main (East Boxcar)

TEMPLO CENTRO DE ALABANZA
900 Magnolia

COLLEGE PARK CHURCH OF GOD
603 Tulane   (432) 267-8593

SPRING CREEK FELLOWSHIP
I-20 East to Salem Exit, Go under the overpass take left at 

the Service Rd. right before I-20 Ramp.  714-4584

BAKER’S CHAPEL AME METHODIST
911 North Lancaster      267-7158

COAHOMA UNITED  METHODIST
Main at Central

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
400 Scurry                     267-6394

NORTH BIRDWELL LANE
UNITED METHODIST

2702 N. Birdwell              263-2536

ST. MARY’S EPISCOPAL
1001 Goliad                  267-8201

SPRING TABERNACLE
1209 Wright St.

FIRST CHRISTIAN
911 Goliad                 267-7851

ANDERSON STREET CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

Green & Anderson      263-2075

BIRDWELL LANE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
11th Place

CHURCH OF CHRIST
14th & Main

COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
311 N. 2nd

SAND SPRINGS CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Nine Miles East of B.S. on
Thomas Rd.

WEST HIGHWAY 80
CHURCH OF CHRIST

3900 W. Hwy. 80         267-6483

CHURCH OF GOD OF PROPHECY
15th & Dixie

FIRST CHURCH OF GOD
2009 Main                  267-6607

BAPTIST

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

CHRISTIAN

EPISCOPAL

JEHOVAH WITNESS

LUTHERAN

LUTHERAN

METHODIST

NAZARENE

PENTECOSTAL

PRESBYTERIAN

OTHER

ADVENTIST CATHOLIC

GOSPEL

CHURCH OF  JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

CHURCH OF  GOD IN CHRIST

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
4319 Parkway        267-5381

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
4th & Lancaster           267-7971

TEMPLO BELEN
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

2205 GOLIAD              267-2111

HOLY TRINITY 
CATHOLIC PARISH

610 S. Main       432-714-4930

McGEE MEMORIAL CHURCH OF 
GOD IN CHRIST

1000 N.W. 3rd             267-6605
NEW LIFE

204 NW 10th               264-0771
POWERHOUSE OF GOD IN CHRIST

1311 Goliad

13227

Those who trust God’s action in 
them find that God’s spirit is in 

them - living and breathing God!

Romans 8:6 - The Message

811 W. 5th St.                                                                  267-8239

NURSES’ HOSPICE OF
BIG SPRING

The way hospice should be
1008 East 3rd Street

Big Spring, TX 79720
Phone: (432) 517-4073 31

61
6

Salvation Army

May your roots go down deep into the soil 
of God’s marvelous love. And may you 

have the power to understand, as all God’s 
people should, how wide, how long, how 

high, and how deep his love really is.

Ephesians 3:17-18

Remember this: “God showed his 
great love for us by sending Christ 

to die for us while we were 
still sinners?

Romans 5:8



Today is Friday, Dec. 26, the 
361st day of 2008. There are five 
days left in the year. The seven-
day African-American holiday 
Kwanzaa begins today. This is 
Boxing Day.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

One hundred years ago, on 
Dec. 26, 1908, Jack Johnson 
became the first African-
American boxer to win the 
world heavyweight champion-
ship as he defeated Canadian 
Tommy Burns in Sydney, 
Australia. (Johnson’s victory 
sparked a search for a “great 
white hope” who would reclaim 
the title; Jess Willard accom-
plished the feat in 1915.)

On this date:
In 1776, the British suffered a 

major defeat in the Battle of 
Trenton during the 
Revolutionary War.

In 1799, former President 
George Washington was eulo-
gized by Col. Henry Lee as 
“first in war, first in peace and 
first in the hearts of his coun-

trymen.”
In 1917, during World War I, 

President Woodrow Wilson 
issued a proclamation autho-
rizing the government to take 
over operation of the nation’s 
railroads.

In 1941, Winston Churchill 
became the first British prime 
minister to address a joint 
meeting of the U.S. Congress.

In 1944, during the World 
War II Battle of the Bulge, the 
embattled U.S. 101st Airborne 
Division in Bastogne, Belgium, 
was relieved by units of the 4th 
Armored Division.

In 1947, heavy snow blanket-
ed the Northeast, burying New 
York City under 26.4 inches of 
snow in 16 hours; the severe 
weather was blamed for some 
80 deaths.

In 1972, the 33rd president of 
the United States, Harry S. 
Truman, died in Kansas City, 
Mo., at age 88.

In 1996, 6-year-old beauty 
queen JonBenet Ramsey was 
found beaten and strangled in 
the basement of her family’s 
home in Boulder, Colo. (To 
date, the slaying remains 
unsolved, despite a widely pub-
licized “confession” by John 
Mark Karr.)

In 2004, more than 200,000 
people, mostly in southern 
Asia, were killed by a tsunami 
triggered by a powerful earth-
quake beneath the Indian 
Ocean.

In 2006, former President 
Gerald R. Ford died in Rancho 
Mirage, Calif., at age 93.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor 
Donald Moffat is 78. Actor 
Caroll Spinney (Big Bird on 
TV’s “Sesame Street”) is 75. 
Rhythm-and-blues singer 
Abdul “Duke” Fakir (The Four 
Tops) is 73. Record producer 
Phil Spector is 68. “America’s 
Most Wanted” host John Walsh 
is 63. Country musician Bob 
Carpenter (The Nitty Gritty 
Dirt Band) is 62. 

® 2008 The Associated Press.
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This Date 
In History

 WFAA ^
 Dallas

 KMID #
 Midland

 UNI $
 Spanish

 KPEJ %
 Odessa

 KOSA _
 Odessa

 KTLE (
 Telemundo

 KWES )
 Midland

 WTBS +
 Atlanta

 KMLM ,
 Odessa

 KPBT `
 Odessa

 DISC 4
 Discovery

 AMC 5
 Classics

 SPIKE 6
 Spike TV

 TNT 7
 Atlanta

 BET :
 Black Ent.

 DISN ;
 Disney

 ESPN2 <
 Sports

 ESPN =
 Sports

  :AM
 5 :30

Tree Lighting Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Early Tdy Married... Israel (Off Air) Paid Movie: Two 
for the Road, 
Eleanor Bron 

Paid Angel BET’s 
Weekend 
Inspiration

JoJo Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

News News Married... CCM Paid Paid Sprites

  :AM
 6 :30

Neiman 
Marcus

Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Jamieson Arthur Paid Paid Angel Wiggles SportsCenter 
Life To SavedBell Israel Martha Paid Paid Higgly

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Believers The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious J. Meyer Paid Charmed Einsteins SportsCenter 
Believers SavedBell Sid Detox Movie: Pillow 

Talk, Tony 
Randall 

Paid Mickey

  :AM
 8 :30

Tyra Banks 
Show

Pagado Fresh Pr. Super Made CSI: Crime 
Scn

Charmed Proud Handy SportsCenter 
Pagado Fresh Pr. Clifford Made Proud Tigger

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

Mike & Juliet Regis and 
Kelly

Madre Luna Movie: 
Matilda, 
Rhea Perl-
man 

Dr. Young Sesame 
Street

Cash Cab CSI: Crime 
Scn

ER Proud Movers ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Uri Harel Cash Cab Proud Charlie

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen Show The Price Is 
Right

Hagee Dragon Dirty Jobs Movie: Baby 
Boom, Sam 
Shepard 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Las Vegas Proud Doodle SportsCenter 
Plateados Zola Lev Word Proud Higgly

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Showcase Mujer... 
Casos

Judge Mathis Young-Rest-
less

Sin Senos The People’s 
Court

Home Im Brad Super Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scn

Las Vegas Proud Mickey’s 
Twice Upon

ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
NurseTV Home Im Sala Sid Proud

  :PM
 12 :30

News All My Chil-
dren 

Navidad Sin 
Fin

Judge A. News El Cuerpo 
del Deseo

Days of our 
Lives

Home Im Israel Big World Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scn

Without a 
Trace

Proud SportsCenter 
Judge A. Bold & B. Home Im Cortes Gardener Movie: Poi-

son Ivy, Tom 
Skerritt 

Proud Phineas

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Muchachitas Hatchett As the World 
Turns

Dame 
Chocolate

Rachael Ray Just McGee Culinary Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Proud Phineas Mike and 
Mike

SportsCenter 
Hatchett Just Dr. Baking Proud Phineas

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Lola, Erase 
una Vez

Judge Guiding Light The Doctors King Light of the 
Southwest

Paulson Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Proud Phineas 1st and Lines
Judge King Martha Movie: 

Murder by 
Numbers, 
Michael Pitt 

Proud Phineas Strongest 
Man

Football

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Judge J. El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Mathis Bonnie Hunt Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil King Maya Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scn

Charmed Proud Phineas NFL Live
Millionaire Judge J. King WordGirl Proud Phineas Lines NBA

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Deal No Feud Al Rojo Vivo News Raymond Swallow Fetch Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scn

Charmed Proud Phineas Football NBA Basket-
ball: Chicago 
Bulls at Mi-
ami Heat.

Deal No News Inside Raymond Victory Cyber Proud Phineas NFL Live

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Raymond In Touch-Dr BBC Dirty Jobs Movie: Stand 
by Me, Corey 
Feldman 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Proud Phineas SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Friends Business Proud Phineas

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Tontas Cielo Two Men News 12 Cora-
zones

News Seinfeld Sprna News-Lehrer Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Proud Phineas
Entertain Fortune Two Men Entertain Millionaire Seinfeld Hagee Proud Phineas E:60 College Foot-

ball: Motor 
City Bowl 
-- Central 
Michigan 
vs. Florida 
Atlantic.

  :PM
 7 :30

Wife Swap Wife Swap Cuidado-
Ángel

You 
Smarter?

Ghost Whis-
perer

Doña Bar-
bara

Top Chef Payne Update Wash Wk Dirty Jobs Movie: 
Mystic River, 
Kevin Bacon 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Movie: Con 
Air, John 
Malkovich 

Movie: The 
Proud Family 

Phineas
Payne Sala NOW Phineas SportsCenter

  :PM
 8 :30

Supernanny Supernanny Fuego en la 
Sangre

Don’t Forget Ghost Whis-
perer

El Rostro de 
Analía

Dateline 
NBC 

Payne Light of the 
Southwest

Bill Moyers 
Journal

Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scn

Phineas
Payne Phineas SportsCenter 

Special   :PM
 9 :30

20/20 20/20 Rosa Gua-
dalu

TMZ NUMB3RS Sin Senos Movie: Last 
Holiday, LL 
Cool J 

How Art 
Made

Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scn

(:10) Movie: 
Con Air, 
John Mal-
kovich 

Movie: Uncle 
P, Cheech 
Marin 

Phineas
Raymond El Cartel Phineas

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticias News Church Charlie Rose Dirty Jobs Movie: Psy-
cho, Julianne 
Moore 

UFC 92 
Countdown

Suite Life NFL Live SportsCenter 
Nightline Nightline Noticiero King-Hill Late Show Titulares Tonight Show Cortes Montana Madden

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Desmadru-
gados

Law Order: 
CI

Decisiones 
de Famosos

Sex & Sanchez Smiley Dirty Jobs MAN Movie: The 
Proud Family 

So Raven Fastbreak SportsCtr
Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Late Late 
Show

Late Night Sex & McGee Smiley MAN (:40) Movie: 
Stealth, 
Jamie Foxx 

Cory NBA Basket-
ball: Bulls at 
Heat

Fastbreak

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra RENO 911 Sex & Update (Off Air) Dirty Jobs Game Replace SportsCenter 
News Paid Madre RENO 911 Insider Programa 

Pagado
News (:40) How 

Stella Got 
Her Groove 
Back

CCM Movie: The 
Dark Half, 
Michael 
Rooker 

Samurai Kim

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Light Clasicos Friends Entertain Poker After 
Dark

Best of 
Light of the 
Southwest

Dirty Jobs Spike TV’s 
Video Game 
Awards 2008

The Deal Emperor SportsCenter 
Paid Light Humor TMZ Paid Pagado Dragon NBA Basket-

ball: Spurs at 
Suns

  :AM
 2 :30

Wall St (:06) Doppler Casos 
Familia

Tyra Banks 
Show

Paid Mis Padres 
se Divorcian

Young Paid (:10) Movie: 
Enemy at the 
Gates, Ra-
chel Weisz 

Diff Wrld Movie: Tru 
Confessions 

College Foot-
ball: Motor 
City Bowl

Work Paid Young (:40) Movie: 
The Fighting 
Temptations 

Comfort Girl

  :AM
 3 :30

Young El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: 
Fat Albert, 
Shedrack 
Anderson III

Paid Wine Israel Paid Movie: The 
Beast Must 
Die 

Paid BET Inspira-
tionMovies Paid Plateados Matthews Uri Harel Detox Paid Mermaid Fastbreak

  :AM
 4 :30

Homeown Impacto Paid Pagado Animal Moving for 
Christ

Paid Paid Popoff Lilo Stitch Offshore SportsCenter 
Young Noticiero Paid Pagado Travel Paid Paid Inspira Lilo Stitch Offshore
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